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NOT BREAD ALONE

IT IS TRUE that man does not live by bread alone, but in
the Sri Lanka of today, without adequate supplies of bread,
and also wheat fiour to make roti, pittu and string hoppers,
men, women and children will starve.. The usually voci-
fercus daily papers, no doubt to save the government from
undue embarassment in the era of the Press Council Act,
have not yet highlighted the immense hardship caused to
ordinary people by the sudden and (to them) unexpected
shortage (and in some the total lack) of bread and wheat
fiour in the last two weeks. There have been assurances
that supplles will be unloaded almost immediately and
that normalcy will be restored soon. Such normalcy can
come only with adequate buffer stocks and there are no

ik indications that buffer stocks can be built up in the foresee-
able future. As wheat flour is being unloaded from ships
or comes out of the fiour mill they are rushed in waiting
lorries to districts for immediate distribution. And people
cannot be blamed in these circumstances if they indulge
in a little domestic hoarding.

In the meantime, in the city of Colombo bread has
become a scarce commodity. The queues at bakeries are
a heart-rending sight. In many outstations the situation
is no better. Successive governments since Ceylon became
independent have diversified the staple food of this country
from rice to rice and wheat. Wheat was a staple food in
North India, but Ceylon has been for countless centuries
rice eating. Ours was a rice economy and our food habits
centred around rice. The Portuguese introduced bread,
but in the 450 years of colonial rule wheat did not become a
stanle. But as our import-expert economy, based on the
plantations went into disarray and decadence, it was found
cheaper to import wheat than rice. We now have no foreign
exchange to import either wheat or rice, (decreasing
quantities of wheat are available on PL 480 credit). and we
cannot grow wheat, and in spite of the tall talk of the
Government, there is no prospect of increased paddy pro-
duction either this year or the next.
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THE RECEPTION we have
so far received from the last
issue, in the modified format
and style, encourages us to
proceed’.on the same lines
to develop Tribune. . With
Volume 18 which we will
begin soon, we hope to have
more pages, if possible, and
also increase the frequency
as quickly as possible after
that—to once a week. Many
of our readers want us to
come out every week as be-
fore, on a Friday or Saturday,
and make Tribune political
reading for the week. We
may have a limited number
of pages for a start, not less
than 24 in any case. And
increase our pages within a
short period.

"We are now using Valach-
chénai produced  printing
paper, which is more expen-
. sive than imported paper, as
“we can hope for some kind
. of regularity in supplies. We
. hope to use the same qua-
lity of paper for the cover.
In future issues we hope to
experiment  with slightly
heavier Valachchenai  paper
for the cover pages, but we
will not be able, under the

present -conditions in Sri
Lanka, to state with any
categorical definiteness what
we can do or offer in the
coming months. This, how-
ever, we can say: that we
will keep  Tribune  going,
making our comments on
contemporary - affairs, analy-
sing developments in  Sri

Lanka and abroad and gene-
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rally helping our readers to
understand the world around
them.

In This Issue,
ravel the currency problems
facing the world and he also
points out certain  signifi-
cant developments in this
country.
writer focusses attention on
some of the initial problems
confronting a person who
wants to set up a one-acre
farm cum trading outpost
near one of the biggest colo-

nisation schemes to  which
young people have  been
taken for' settlement. We

have received Shamba Notes

up to number 8, and we
will publish them regularly
in our forthcoming num-

bers, according to the space
available. _

In This Issue, we have a
book review by Paul Caspersz
under the heading Pedagogy
Of The Oppressed. We have
an article which sets out
the Yugoslav point of view
on current developments in
China. Ve have an interest-
ing piece about the deter-
iorating economic situation
in another’ small island like
Sri Lanka, viz., famaica.

We also have a spicy
tidbit about Uganda  and
Amin,

Finally, Sherlock Holmes,

has raised a few interesting
questions about the muddle
in the coconut industry.

Another
about

interesting article
the population ex-

- the next issue.

the Editor
rambles long seeking to un-.

In Shamba-3 the .

AN

In This Issue

plosion in Latin America and
entitled A  Tidal Wave of
Births, -and an . article on
Africa and the - drought
which has descended on the
major parts o6f the conti-
nent have been held up for

-
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Crumbling

Cur_:;eupigs:

Floﬁﬁn}g ?arifies

4
THE MONETARY CRISIS in
the capitalist worid seems to
be getting. worse and warse.
And the bast efforts of the
bankers to resolve the under-
lying causes of the crisis
have not met with much
suceess sc far. One is temp-
ted o' compare the deve-
fopments of the. last two
years with thosz of the 1930’s
characterised by competi-
" tive .depreciation of cufren-
cies as governments tried
desperately to shore domes-
tic. employment an8 output.
One petjceptive commentator

Founded 1954
A Journal of Ceylon and
World Affairs

MARCH

1973—3
Vol. I7. No. 59

;u * 43, Dawson Street,

| cOLOMBO 2
1 Telephona: 33172

B N S

|
|

2

of the
has
ber

present crisis
stated: *....The num-
of currency floats, of
the dirty and clean varie-
ties, and of changes in cur-
rency parities and bouts of

international recrimination

in the last two years
have perhaps exceeded those
in the entire period since
the Bretton Woods Agree-
ment until the. 1971 curr-
ency crisis. Based as it is
on the gold exchange stan-
dard, the Bretton ‘WNoods
system could work well so
long as the dollar, the king-
pin of the arrangement com-
manded respect.”

It was believed that after
the Smithsonian Agreement
the dollar would slowly
regain the confidence of the
world financial - community,
but unfortunately the dollar
tumbled again last month
when it was known that the
US had incurred a record
current account deficit of $8.5
billion in 1972 and that the
forecast for 1973 indicated a
deficit of 4 5.8 billion. Many
financial wizards have been
surprised by the fact that
the pressure against the dol-
lar had built up so rapidly
and so heavily after two or
three months of hardening
of its parity with most Euro-
pean currencies. Even the
IMF in its Annual Report
had been optimistic that in
spite of the 1972 deficit,
the US would be able to
stabilise the dollar. But
what must be remembered
is that the factors that had
contributed to the major in-
ternational currency mone-
tary crisis of 1971 were still

dominant. Nevertheless, the
acuteness of che present
upheaval, which has taken

place in spite of the mea-
sures taken by the impor-
tant countries to check ma-
sive speculative capital out-
flow, has unnerved the top-
most financial circles in the
capitalist worls.

For a time in February,
the flood of speculative czpi-
tal movements were so huge
that in a matter of less than
a week the Bundesbank had
to purchase & 6 billion. The
pressure on the yen was
somewhat less primarily be-
cause of the stringent ex-
change control measures
adopted by the Bank of
Japan to discourage the flow

of hot money into Japan.
Even so the Central Bank
of lJapan had to purchase

& 600.700 million in a couple
of days.

THE AMERICAN REACT-
ION this time was different
from that in the 1971 crisis.
In 1971, it was cnly after
a great deal of - big power
diplomacy intended to pres-
surise the major industrial
countries to agree to  re-
alignment of their currencies
that the US had agreed, as
part of a package deal, to
devalue the dollar. In sharp
contrast, this time the Nixon
administration itself took the
initiative and ‘sent its offi-
cials for talks with the lead-
ing industrial countries and
thken announced its decision
to devalue the dollar by 10
percent. The latest dollar
devaluation did not form a
part of any major re-align-
ment of currency parities:
the US had only made sure
that Japan would float the
yen and that European coun-
tries would co-operate in
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reducing its huge balance of
payments deficit. The US
had made it clear that “unless
the enlarged ECM and Japan
co-operate with it in mutually
lowering of trade barriers,
they would have to be pre-
pared to face the conse-
quences of unilateral action
by the US to protect its in-
terests,  Despite opposi-
tion from the ECM and
Japan, the US is very seri-
ous about linking trade libe-
ralisation with the proposed
international .monetary
reform.”

devaluation of
the dollar was undoybtedly
on the understanding that
lapan would revalue its cur-
rency, and the US had ex-
pected an upward revalua-
tion of about 209 after a
prolonged yen float.  This
seems a compromise formuia
to save Tokyo's face be-
cause the lapanese  Prime
Minister had categorically re-

The latest

fused to revalue the yen
unilaterally. - Japan is regar-
ded in US circles as ‘“‘the

major villain of the crisis as
it had earned a record trade
surplus of % 9 billion in 1972
—which was equal to nearly
one third of its total exports
during the year, despite the
sizable revaluation of the yen
as part of the Smithsonian
package deal” The major
portion of the US trade de-
ficic in 1972 was with Japan.
The US therefore expects
Japan to scale down its ever
expanding trade and balance
of payments surplus.

The dsvaluation of the dollar
twice in i4 months is a clear
indication that the US was no
longer willing to bear all the
burden of a reserve currency

TRIBUNE, March 1973—3

system by running large trade
deficits year after year. The
current currency crisis  has
shaken the capitalist world to
its foundation because the
complacent attitude that the
dollar would be stabilised
once the Smithsonian paritie
were established ensuring the
return to the affiuence (for
some) of " the § pre-Smithsonian

gold-dollar-exchange  standard
era.

SINCE the new  currency
crisis began in  February,

there have been several meet-
ings  of international ban-
kers to find a2 way out of
the muddle. The socialist
bloc have sat back and taken

an I-tald-yati-so attitude.
Commentators from Moscow
have felt that the monetary

crisis in the capitalist world
has not come as a surprise
to Soviet econamists, Thay
consider it an aspect of the
contradictions from which the

systam suffers —an aspect
which wili come to the fore
again and again like reces-
sion, inflation etc. Long be-

fore the crisis broke, a Seviet
economist had referred to
the “‘unsettied monetary and
trade problems” and fore-
cast the possibility of another
“flare-up”.  Analysing the
economic davelopmenrts of
the year 1972, econo-
mist thought an advance in
industrial praduction was
likely but he did not rule
out a slowing down of the
rate of growth bacause the
capitalist economy was al-
ways subject to periodic crises,

the

Soviet economists do not

of course cay that the casi-
talist world is subisct o a2
steady deterioration. Ia
fact, they visualisa perial
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of stability and growth. But
that these periods will be
of short duration- followed
by upheavals. '
Another Soviet commen-
tator analyses the , currency
crisis in the following terms:

“Monetary Jujitsu
is how the United States’
offenrsive against its trade

rivals was dazcribed by the

American Business Week' as
far back as MNovember last
year, Already then it was

clear that the Smithsenian
Agreement of December 1971,
under which the dallar was
devalued and the rates of
other leading capitalist cur-
rencies re-adjusted upwards,
had failed to mousire up to
Washington's requiraments
and proved incapabie of sta-,
bilizing the money markets,:
and that more trouble was
looming ahcad. Things came
to a head zarly February
in the worst convulsion the
capitalist monetary

has yet experienced.

“At the same time the
devaluation of -the dollar, far
from re-soiving morne-
tary crisis only tends to
deepen it. © -The United
States’ rivals will hardly give
up their financial ana’ trade
positions without a- fight.
There will be new eruptions
of the crisis, more gold
rushes, continuad financial in-
stability that cannot but af-
fect the dollar as well. In -
the past chree weeks the
dollar

'
tho

has repeatedly drop-
ped below its new official
rate. At the saime time the
price of gold is steadily ris-
ing, reaching § 96 an ounce
on February 23— moras than
double the new official price
¥ 42.20.

system’ -
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“Nor has devaluation re-
solved the problem of the
enormous dcllar holdings of
foreign central and commer-
cial banks. The total now
runs to & 100,000 million,
.about § 80,000 million of
this sum being in Western
Europe. (Compare this with
the fact that at the end of
1972 the total in circulation
in the United® States was

only & 75,000 million). These
dollar holdings alrre the main
scurce of thg . money used
by financial .speculators to
capitalize op the instability
of currencies..

“Clearly, only by raising
the price of gold to a real-
istic level can the problem
of the dollar be effectively
solved. Many Western com-
mentators - believe that the
official. under-pricing” of gold
is the chief cadse of the
dollar’s * weakness.  If the
price of gold were” fixed
realistically in conformity
with a common prggramme
drawn up with the partici-

pation - of all countries. the .

dollar could be Fehabilitated
also * as a_ resérve, currency
used in interndtional pay-
ments.” «

THIS SOVIET analyst goes on
to review the back ground
thus; “lt is not by chance
that the beginning of the
dollar offensive against We-
tern Europe and Japan coin-
cided with the closing of the
Paris meeting of the Inter-
natienal Monetary Fund Com-
mittee of 20 held over Janu-
ary 22-25. (This committee
it will be recalled, was set
up to draw up a project for

4

a reform of the capitalist
monetary system which be-
came imperative after the
suspension of the converti-
bility of the dollar into gold
in August 1971.) At the
September session of  the

"IMF the US had agreed in

principle to a reduction in
the role of the dollar as a
reserve currency and insis-
ted on the right to adjust
its exchange rate" in accor-
dance with the US payments
and trade balances. The idea
was to secure the US trade
advantages and to cover the
balance of payments deficit in
short order through a mini-
devaluation of the dollar com-
bined with the revaluatein of
the principal rival currencies,
while at the same time safe-
guarding the position of the
dollar as the capitalist world’s
principal commercial currency”.

He concluded the analysis
by pointing out that ‘'deva-
luation not only netted Wash-
ington a more favourable re-
lationship to other curren-
cies (after the two devalua-
tions the dollar is now 20

per cent cheaper than it
used to be). It also reduced
the United State's foreign

debt by .& 7,000-8,000 million,
and cut dollar reserves held
abroad accordingly, causing
no small financial losses to
the buget of other countries.
The complex of currency and
trade measures taken to date
is thus no longer a mere
blueprint for a monetary re-
form, but a case of the prac-
tical implementation of US
foreign economic  strategy.
Having demonstrated its str-
ength, Washington hopes to
be able to keep the other
capitalist countries tied up

with its financial and econo-
mic peclicy.”

YET ANOTHER Marxist com-
mentator derives comfort
from the ‘‘weakness” of capi-
talist system and the “stren-
gth” of the united co-ope-
ration of the Socialist bloc
in these matters, He said:
“Apart from the weakness
of the capitalist system in
the various countries, of
special significance is the
cut-throat nature of the com-

petition between themselves
—between the USA, West
Germany, Japan and to a

lesser degree the rest of the
Western world. Devaluation
of the dollar is an attack on
all those who export goods
to the US. These countries
will naturally take measures
to meet the attack. And
that could lead to another
round of monetary and tariff
battles.

“In contrast to this, the
the Soviet Union and the other
socialist countries organised
in the COMECON have laun-
ched a long-term programme
of co-ordination and integra-
tion of their plans and pro-
duction activity. They are
also engaged in scientific and
technical co-operation on 2
large scale, The COMECON
countries have actually set
up a committee for co-oper-
ation in planning. It is a
high-power committee com-
posed of the heads of the
planning agencies of all
COMECON  countries. It
has taken charge of the long-
term  co-operation. Soviet
experts do not minimise the
problems of integrating the
economies of independent and
sovereign states, but they:
think that given  goodwill
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possible differences of opinion

and misunderstanding  can
be removed.”
A commentator in the

Indian leftwing daily - Patriot
stated that: “ The dollar’s
being again under pressure
in international money mar-
kets is not at all a surprising
development because  this
once “‘almightly’”  currency
has never been out of cloud
for the past few years, What

is surprising is the non-
chalance with which the
American  administration is

able to shift the burden of
its crisis to West European
nations and Japan and the
meekness with which the
latter allow themselves to be
browbeaten by it. This evi-
dently is not in keeping with
their present economic posi-
tion, nor is it a reflection of
the USA’s supremacy in the
economic field. It is a direct
result of these countries’ re-
luctance to annoy Washing-
ton beyond a poirt for fear
of affecting their joint heg-
emony over the developing
world. Going by the dictum
- thatdiscretion is the better part
" of valour, they choose to
be suckers rather than re-
sist Washington's effort to
solve its crisis at their ex-
- pense.”

American commentators
have been equally sharp in
their observations. The
acidic, but respected Reston
had stated: “Almost every-
body is being very cool in
Washington about the de-
valuation of the dollar. The
secretary of the treasury,
Mr. Shultz, suggested that
we must look on the dollar
crisis as an “‘opportunity,’” and
since then it has been dis-
cussed almost as  blessings.
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“This is the new thing in
Washington: no-fault govern-

ment.  Noble principles of
balanced budgets are pro-
claimed and then repudia-

ted. Disastrous policies are
introduced and then rever-

sed, but nobeody's to blame.’

It is called the ‘new prag-
matism’ or ‘facing up to re-
alities,” and in the present

monetary crisis, as in the
withdrawal from Yiet Nam,
there is much to be said
for it.

“But at best, the new prag-
matism is a recovered fum-
ble, with a lot of lost yard-
age, and maybe we have to
face up to the larger rea-
lity: That a lot of other
things were devalued in
America before the dollar,
and contributed to the pre-
sent monetary crisis.

“In relation to Japan and
Germany, the US lead in
science, mass production, dis-
tribution, and services, was
devalued in the export
markets of the world long
before the devaluation of the
dollar. Let’s face it: Over
the last two decades,
management - labour relations
and US competitive relations
with the rising industries of
Japan and Western Europe
have declined.

He went on to say: “The
result is that in 1971, the
US had a trade deficit of
more than # 2 bilion for the
first time in this century,
and last year, the deficit was
almost £7 billion. No doubt
this deficit will be helped
by devaluing the doliar by
ten per cent, which will
make the things we sell ab-
road cheaper and the things
we buy from abroad dearer

_but now the dollar

us:
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but the chances are that it
won't really deal with the
the devaluation - of American
work, or the devaluation of
American  Jabour-mianage-
ment relations or the de-
valuation of American pro-
ducts, which are often built
to wear out for the affluent
American market, but not to
endure for the less-affiuent
markets abroad.

“All  kinds of  things are
being devalued in -America
today, beginning with . the
English language, Only a

few months ago, President
Nixon proclaimed the Smith-
sonian agreement on  the
devaluation of the dollar and
the revaluation of the world’s
currencies as ‘the most sig-~
nificant monetary agreement
in the history of the world,”
is de-'
valued again, with  official
promises that maybe ~ this:
time all will be well.” '

It is in this way that the
currency crisis is being view-
ed in different parts of the .
world.

Qur Columnist Pertinax ex-
amines the current efforts of
the capitalist world to resolvc
the difficulties confronting the
monetary system.

For News Behind
the News .
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Farmérs, Youtln and t_lm

United ant

ADDRESSING a meeting of
the Working Committee of
the SLFP, Premier  (Mrs.)
Sirimavo ~Bandaratiaike is” re-
ported to have ‘called upon
the party leaders to open a
dialogue with- the peasants
and youth to pull the country
out of the present economic
crisis (Daily News), 2lst
Marck.) i

Mrs. . Bandaranaike had re-
quested the SLFP leaders to
explain to the "farmers in

particular the facts relating -

to the present crisis—the
sharp increase in. the prices
of imported article$, the high
cost of servicing  foreign
debts. etc.—as it is they (the
farmers) who h2ve to help
the United Front Govern-
ment to ,escape from the
econemic _ crisis. &

As ‘s we%L-\k.nQWn. the SLFP
is a party which’ derives its
greatest -support from the
rural masses. Though it has
a small working class follow-
ing and can count on the
support .of sizable elements
in various other social strata
too, it is the peasants who
helped the SLFP to come to
power whether in 1956, 1960
or 1970.

To .what extent thr sup-
port . extended to the SLFP
in 1970 by the rural masses
still hold is problematical.
The recent by-elections pro-
ved that, though a - slight

6

shift away fron the SLFP
to the UNP was clearly dis-
cernible, this shift- was not
of such proportions as to
constitute a massive turning
back of the rural masses
from the SLFP. This is pro-
bably because they are not
so affected by such things
as spiralling prices  which
have made the urban folk
turn away from the SLFP
in an unmistakable manner.

But this is not to say that
the people in the country-
side are not affected by the
general demoralisation that has
set in throughout the island.
And bereaucratic bungling by
officials over such matters as the
operations of the Paddy Mar-
keting Board and the GPS
scheme must have added to
the unpopularity of the Gov-
ernment.

OF LATE the Prime Minis-
ter has beem stressing the
need to take the pecple into
their confidence, putting be-
fore them the difficulties that
confront the Government and
enlisting them into the task
of taking the nation out of
the economic morass in which
it is bogged down. This is
high statesmanship. But
how it will be put into prac-
tice stilll remains to be seen.

that the
hopes to
Land
fine

New measures
Government soon
implement—like the
Reform Act—gives a

chance of translating words
into deeds. Not to do so
will only make the Govern-
ment's announcements, as is
the case with many of them,
remain goad intentions only,
And goed intentions, let it
be remembered, pave the
way to Hell,

A good part of the PM’s
speech at the Working Com-
mittee meeting had been de-
voted to the problems posed
by the youth and the need

to have direct communica-
tion with them. She is re-
ported to have said: “Our

young people are all educa-
ted. Discuss with them in-
telligently and objectively the
situation in the country and
how helpless we are against
external forces unless we
achieve self reliance, The
youth can actually lead this
movement and ourselves to-
wards economic indepen-
dence. They must be pre-
pared to change their atti-
tudes, prepare to work for
themselves and for the coun-
try.  We will always give
them their due place.”

Young persons, it must not
be forgotten, were another
influential force that ensured
the return of the UF Goy-
ernment to power in [970.
They had mostly voted for
the UNP in [965 and felt
badly let down after five
ears of UNP rule. The
SLFP-LSSP-CP Unijted Front
successfully woed them back
by promising, in their elec-
tion manifesto, to give '“'spe-
cial attention’” to the prob-
lems of youth and to “imple-
ment a programme of short-
term and long-term measures
in order tc see that the
energies and talents of our
young people, which are
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now wasted in unemploy-
ment, are used for the bene-
fit of the country and them-
selves.”

THERE CAN be no doubt
that it was the failure of
the United Front Govern-
ment to start fulfilling this
pledge that led to growing
demoralisation and frustra-
tion among vast masses of
young persons and provided
fertile soil for their recruit-

ment to the ranks of the
insurgents who started the
ill-starred uprising in April
1971.
Left View

In face, though the up-

rising was roundly condem-
ned as a “‘counter-revolutionary
and “potentially fascist” mo-
vement by both the LSSP
and the CP, at both their
party congresses held Ilast
year it was admitted that
the Government's tardiness
jn solving the problems of
youth was also a factor that
contributed to an armed up-
rising on so wide a scale,

The minority report that
came up for discussion at
the LSSP Conference last year
and gathered a cons.derable
proportion of delegates’ votes
(though it was defeated at
the end) stated: “It is signi-
ficant that a movement of
such gigantic proportions in-
volving tens of thousands of
youth should have completely
by-passed the LSSP. It is in-
deed tragic that the party
was unable to reach out to
this section and link it mean-
ingfully with the working
class in the revolutionary
struggle for socialism.”

The political report that
was adopted at the CP Con-
-gress said: *The fact that
only a year after the United

TRIBUNE, March 1973—3

Front government assumed
office a number of young
people could have been
misled into supporting in
various ways, a reactionary
attempt to everythow the

United Front government by.

armed force is a serious
warning as to the dangers
inkerent in the policies of
vacillation.” .

It is not only the “policies
of vacillation” that are to
be blamed. Both the LSSP
and the CP have hau strong
youth league organisations for
well over two decades. But
these organisations were least
concerned with the problem
of youth. Before 1956, the
LSSP and CP youth federa-
tions were more engaged in
fighting each other and argu-
ing over the finer points of
dialectical materialism than in
concerning themselves with
and finding solutions for the
problems confronting youth.
Since 1956, these federations
have been functioning more
like travel clubs (building
roads in Yugoslavia, sending
delegations for ‘youth festi-
vals’ and other foreign jun-
kets etc.) than organisations
concerned with the real prob-
lems of youth.

IS IT any wonder that
educated, unemployed
youth should have

‘completely by passed’both the
old Leftist parties
and turned to their own
leaders (however criminal the
policies they advocated) in
their desperation?

Now it would appear that
the SLFP too has said mea
culpa, is doing its best to
rectify past mistakes, and
start a dialogue with youth.
Better late than never. One
can only hope that in its

* ynemployment

Tribunania

new venture, .the SLFP will
not fyrther exacerbate the
rifts within the United Frort,

especially between its own
youth federation and
those of the LSSP and CP
(which  already . has- two
federations).
This need

not be so if

the SLFP (as well as its two ~
constituent. partaers in the
United Front) ° concentrate
their efforts on winning new
recruits from the wide mes-
ses of rural youth who are
still unattached to -any poli-
tical party rather than or
crimping members from one
another, They should pay
special  attention to the
swabasha-educated rural
youth who are tne most
affected by the scourge of
and there-
fore provide good breeding
ground for undesirable act-
vities if their energies and
talents are not utilised. in
the proper way.

By holeing out to them
prospects of a better life the .
UF parties can save them .
from the evils of nihilism, -
anarchism or adventurism tn
which . they will otherwise
fall prey. They can also foil
the plans of those who seek -
to use these young persons
as a ‘‘third force” against
both the UNP and the United
Front. :

These cannot be: done by
pious platitudes alone. Let
the UF Government make
haste to implement its elec-
tion pledges r.garding youth.
Then only will the youth
respond and fulfil the Prime
Minister's hope that will
change their attitudes and
work for themselves and the
country.



On Starting A Farm
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Initial Problems For A Colonist:

Rice Aund Coops.

By Anatory Bukoba

THE POLA or weekly mar-
ket, is a great institution
and the one } saw today
resembled exactly .the “one |
saw in Uganda :in a fairly
remote village right near the
Congolese boarder, or Zaire
as it is called now. Only,
that one wds on the side
of a hill, and ours was on
the flat. Both were equally
interesting and ¢olourful
People, or rather, | wan-
dered .around in the same
way, admiring all the goods.

| was late, so most of what
was to be sold must have
been removed by ‘the buy-
ers by the time'.l arrived.
The clothes or clothing
booths were colourful with
what was on display, and
all the kinds of things one
might have wanted to buy
were there, although | can-
not. vouch for the sizes. The
tobaéco booths: were natu-
rally rather dull but there
were alk the kinds of things
one might have wanted to
equip a. wadia or a house
with the smaller items, at
least. . There was a very
interesting booth with var-
ious obscure herbs and
seeds on display, Some
were of a fascinating shape,
and | acquired two, hoping
to grow them. Mustard
seeds were on sale and pepper
too,

On the way | noticed a
field sown with parrippu ot
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dhal in flower. In another
month or two it will be
the turn of mungatta and

of cowpea, for which there
seems to be no Sinhalese
word. As far as | krow,
seven years ago there was
no mungatta grown in Cey-
lon at all, and it makes an
excellent breakfast food, es-
pecially if it is taken with
sugar.

On the way back | collec-
ted fourteen young plants of
a tree that | admired very
much growing in a garden,
in a row in front of ahouse.
It is a thorny tree, and if it

is pruned well, it would
make an excellent fencing
plant | should think, elimi-
nating the need for barbed
wire, | bought a small
handsome little kalla geddi
or water gourd for fifty

cents in the village, and fill-
ing it up with water, 1 put
the young plants in; the
acre is so full of wanduroo
and rilau monkeys, | deci-
ded it would be better not
to put these plants in there

until 1 am able to reside
on the land. This evening
someone thought he might

have been bitten by a snake,
and we tried a snake stone
on him but it did not hold.

TODAY | tried a proper
katha of the lighter type
which also is known as a
V.C. katha. First | tried it
tidying up a thorny tree

that the survey squad had
partly slashed, but it was
not strong enough to do thi-
cker branches; there was the
danger of the shaft  disin-
tegrating.  Then | tried it
on the longer grass and
thicker weeds; it did not
do such a tidy job as the
Dhai-ya katha, but it has
quickened the work with it.

Then a friend of yore paid
his long delayed promised
visit, and so | stopped work,
and | went down to the
river to bathe while he kept
me company. It was as well
for it was dark when we
got back.  This morning
did some more clearing on
the way down to the river
to shave, and it was hard
work after a while, for it
was done on an empty sto-
mach after only a cup of
tea. Both in the morning
and in the evening, as |
approached the land, | could
see from a distance what was
best done next, Someone
said this evening that he was
going to make a good path-
way for bicycles down to
the water’s edge, and that
he proposed using the lane
made by the survey men
through the trees, a lane
made so that they could do
their work. | said that
would be alright, but | war-
ned him not to slash indis-
criminately at trees and- to
avoid them altogether.

All the regulations ab-
out the movement and
possession of paddy rice
and restrictions as to who
may sell it, leaves me
wondering how |1 am to
feed my people with rice
when | get some people
together.
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Are ‘we to spend hours
on the road trailing to and
from the nearest authorised
dealer? What of those who
hkave no ration books—after
all, we were asked to give
them up not so long ago?
Am | to make my staple
food bread until | can grow
some potatoes! That  will
take at least three months.
It is certainly a very exciting

time to live in for we do
not know what each new
day will bring us. There

is no lack of good-will every-
where, and a certain buo-
yancy, spoiled for me only
by today's photograph in the
newspapers of an agreement
to provide another few tons
of foreign currency to cur-
tail our population. As
Arul Manuel once said in
the columns of this paper,
what business is it of other
peoples?

THIS BUSINESS of rice
and farming has reminded me
_of something elce. In the
ordinary course of events,
before the days of doled-out
measures of rice free or
otherwise, the farmer and
his family could have been
relied upon to feed them-
selves with rice without go-
ing to too much trouble
about it. As far as | remem-
ber, before the free measure
of rice, two measures were
rationed out at fifty cents

a measure, All alike agreed
that the farmer was being
subsidised to eat his own

rice, and they all took to
the road on the weekly
trail to get their two mea-
sures of cubsidised rice.
Some had to go many miles
“fer it, and. some had bicy-
cles tut no one, except a
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very few tad the co-op right
on their door step. In the
nature of things, this weekly
trail on the road must have
led to loss of production in
some way or other, but it
meant a day out in town
for the farmer, for obviously
his wife could not be ex-
pected to make the longer
journeys, at l.ast, or to ride
a bicycle. ' 4

Then the U.N.P. concei-
ved the bright idea of re-
ducing the rice subsidy by
25 cents per person per
week, by giving one measure
free, and the farmer and
everybody else had to pay
75 cents for the  second
meazure, which was at that
time the market price for
the commoner grades of
rice.

There was, of course, a
political outcry.
mer continued to trail the
roads once a week for his
free measure just as he had
done for his subsidized mea-
sure, and there was, con-
sequently, a continued loss
of production, one day each
week lost in trailing to the

co-op.  Then the United
Front promised two doled-out
measures, and when  they

were returned put the se-
cond measure at Rs. [/-,

There was continued loss
of production in the weekly
trail to the co-op. Now the
picture has become more
confused in a way, and it
looks as if people will have
to take to the road more
often than once a week, if
they need more than two
measures of rice per person,
and, let us say in- the case
of a large household cannot
carry it all back at once,

The far- -

On Starting -a Farm

because fewer places are go-
ing to be allowed to sell
rice, and so’ “many people
at least, are certain to have
a longer distance to travel
to collect any rice at all,
resulting in  more loss of
producing time. even if it is
rot of rice.

QUITE APART from the
question of a subsidy on rice,
the only way to get back
to a situation “of normalcy
is to prevent all this un-
necessary trailing on roads, wh-
ether it is on foot, by bicycle or
in a bus, is to abolish all
rationed goods, or failing
that, all co-ops, for in Eng-
land during war time, and
as long as Trationing lasted,
| do not think there was
any restriction on the place
at which rationed goods
could be got; you just got
the goods where you liked.

‘If for some reason that
cannot be done in Ceylon,
then abolish ration books
and ail rationing. If. after °
doing it, or even before
doing it, the Government
feels they cannot face the

people, they can always re-
sort to a General Election
and let. the pzople sho.s
their confidence in the peo-
ple’s Government.

Yesterday | bought eighty
cadjans at Rs. 25/- per hun-
dred and | bought 20 cad-
jans less: than the hundred
| wanted. Really knowledge-
able people say it is go-
ing to be difficult to build

even a small house with
eighty cadjans. They reck-
oned a pound of

rope would be enough, two
pounds with the massas and
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: FROM THE SOVIET PRESS

Srii Lanka: Progress and Problems
By L. KHLEBNIKOY '

Sri Lanka, which means
‘fair land’ or ‘blessed land’
is the ancient name of
Ceylon's irnhabitants _for
their fabulously beautiful
island. It was officially
reassumed last' year, when
the country was proclaim-
ed the: Republic of Sri
Lanka.

But for fouf and a half
centuries the people of Sri
Lanka.could not benefit by
their isfand's riches: they
lived” under the colonial
yoke of the Pertuguese, the
Dutch, and finally the Bri-
tish. .Their long fight for
freedom ended in the ach-
ievement of-political inde-
pendence 25 years ago on
February 4, 1948.

s ‘Gon't:‘rrued frorﬁ.page 9

tables | shall want ‘to make,
and | finished up by" buying
three- polinds, for it was all
home made and it would
have been difficult to unroll
less. It cost me Rs. I/- a b,
which was cheap. -

‘| hope-to build the tiniest

of rooms with a verandah,
and to fit the kitchen in
somehow. The cadjans |

bought should be good long
ones, and the length and the
width of the house will pro-
bably be that of a cadjan.
There are ways of making
rope windows.
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IN THIS quarter century Sri
Lanka has travelled a long
and far from easy road. The
winning of political indepen-
dence was a big step but
only the first one on the
way to real freedom. In
the y.ars that follecwed a
hard struggle had to be wagea
to do away with the after-
math of colonial rule, to build
an independent national eco-
nomy, to secure social pro-
gress.

An important landmark in
the history of independent
Sri Lanka was the 1970 par-
liamentary election victory of
the United Front of the three
Left ard democratic parties
—the Sri Lanka Freedom, the
Socialist and the Communist.
These parties formed a coa-
lition government headed by
the leader of Sri Lanka Free-
dom, Sirimave Bandaranaike,
The United Front proclaimed
a far-reaching programme of
socio-economic and pelitical
restructuring in the interest
of the masses.

In pursuance of that pro-
gramme, Mrs. Bandaranaike’s
government has undertaken
a succession of important re-
forms. In industry the policy
is to expand the public sec-
tor and restrict private capi-
tal. There are a'ready up-
wards of 70 public corpora:

tions ensuring government
control over various Indus-
tries.  The public sector's

share has now reached 30
per cent of alt industrial
production, according to local
statistics.

Some weeks ago Parlia-
ment passed a bill restric-
ting the size of private urban
housing properties. A law
passed last year fixed a ceil-
ing on land holdings: ten
hectares under rice or twenty
under mixed crops per
family. At the end of last
year government control was
established over 13 private
tez plantations tcgether cov-
ering over 4,000 hectares,
and these are being conver-
ted into large co-operative
undertakings. In the first
three months of this year it
is proposed, the Sun news-
paper reports, to establish
40 new co-operative farms in

the Southern and Central
Provinces.
TO IMPROVE -the position

of the masses, the govern-
ment has doubled (to |.8
kilogrammes) the weekly is-
sue of rice at low prices,
has got the Employer’s Fede-
ration to raise the minimum
wage to 180 rupees a2 month,
and has established fixed
government prices for many
consumer goods.

However, in tackling many
of the economic tasks proc-
laimed in the United Front
manifesto, Mrs. Bandaranaike's
government has had
to wrestle with serious dif-
ficulties. ~ These have their
roots in the lopsided nature
of the -economy inherited
from colonial times: tea,
rubber, 2nd coconut-palni pro-
ducts account for 90 per
cent of the country’s exports
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After independence Ceylon
like many other developing

nations, became the victim
of a dirty game of the im-
perialist monopolies,  who,

while putting up the prices
of the manufatcures and
foodstuffs it had to import,
forced down the prices of
its tea, rubber, and copra.
Falling export earnings and
rising costs of imports drain-
ed away Sri Lanka's hard-
currency reserves, and by the

time the present govern-
ment came in these were
down to 60 million rupees,

while the balance of payments
deficit wasover Rs, 1,000 million.
There were also the perni-
cious effects of the financial
and economic practice of the
preceding government, a
Cabinet of the bourgeois Uni-
ted National Party, whose
chief means of replenishing
the treasury was to  get
loans and subsidies from the
big capitalist powers. As
a result of this, a large pro-
portion of the country’s
hard-currency earnings is hav-
ing to be paid out in inte-
rest on loans.

THE BALANCE of payments
crisis puts dificulties in the
way of purchases of indus-
trial raw  materials, for
three-quarters of its requi-
rements in which Sri Lanka
is dependent on  imports.
Insufficiency of raw materials
is naturally, slowing down
economic development. Pri-
ces in the home matket are
rising. The country’s already
difficult position was aggra-
vated by the 1971 rebellion
of Left extremist youth in-
fluenced by Maoist propa-
ganda,
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But all the same, Sri Lanka
is advancing. The 1972-76
five-year plan comprises a
whole series of develop-
ment programmes for various
departments of the economy.
Top priority is given to solv-
ing the two main problems
of the recent period—the
balance of payments crisis
and the growth of unemploy-
ment.  Another important
objective of the plan is to
make the country self-suffi-
cient in rice and other food-
stuffs.

Among the government’s
political measures especially
important are the aboljtion
of the Upper House of Par-
liament, the Senate, which
was a strong-hold of the
reactionary elements and obs-
tructed the passage of many
progressive bills, and the
adoption of the new Consti-
tution, under which Ceylon
became on May 22, 972
the Republic of Sri Lanka.

FOLLOWING a  policy of
non-alignment, the  United
Front government has estab-
lished diplomatic relations
with the German Democra-
tic Republic, the Korean Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic
and the Democratic Repub-
lic of Vietnam, and has re-
cognized the Provisional Re-
volutionary Government of
the Republic of South Viet-
nam. Sri Lanka has suspen-
ded diplomatic relations with
Israel, demanding that it com-
ply with the UN Security
Council resolution on the
withdrawal of Israel troops
from the occupied Arab terri-
tories.  The notorious US
“Peace Corps” has been ex-
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pelled’ from the country and
the .activities ..of America's
so-called ‘‘Peace Foundation”
have been banned.

Sri Lanka bhas long had
friendly relatioris with the
Soviet Union and other so-
cialist states. The Soviet
Union has helped it to start
publicly-owned heayy indus-
tries. A steel niill and a tyre
works built with Soviet assis-
tance have been operating
successfully for several years.

In this quarter-century of
independent nationhood  Sri
Lanka has ‘consolidated its
international position as a |
peace-loving state  with ‘a
policy of its own, a state
that consistently upholds ‘the
principles of friendship and
co-operation between .nations
and opposes colonialism and
neo-colonialism. i
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From The Easy Chair

THE RUPEE

THE ROOT OF ALL EVIL

By

" CANAX

NM certainly is one of the
chosen few, if. not -the only
one. He's” had more than
his fair® share- of expert ad-
vice, from all quarters since
he sat in .that august minis-
terial chair " in 1970, Des-
pite all the help I'm amazed
he hasnit worked any won-
ders yet.. I'm discounting
the possiblity that he consi-
ders a Budget via Gazette
the biggest wonder of all,

"I .hope | won't be asked
to disclose the source of my
information, for then [I'm
really "in a spot. | can, and
will, swear under oath it
wasn't NM who told me
about all the advice he's
been gatting. Beyond that
| can’t honestly go, for where-
ever 1 go | can't help but
listen to the things people
say. ~ So am | expected to
ask for, and obtain, the name
"and address- of a person the
‘moment | heat him say he
told. NM this of .told NM
“ that!

It-was in a bus, | think,
.| heard one man telling
another;, “If .I’'ve told him
once I've told him a hundred
 times, but he won't listen.
Even if he does, he won't
change his revolutionary ways

" Seems the man was
quite disappointed when he
heard ot the  Woashington
Safari. Even going as 2 tou-
rist would have been bad
enough, he thought, but for
NM to fly half-way across the
world to attend 2 meeting on
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monetary reform was the un-
speakable limit.

| was hopping off the bus
when | heard him say, “I
ask you, just how revolut-
ionary can a man get?"”

THE QUESTION has haunted
me ever since. Well, it Is
revolutionary in the extreme
when he goes all that way
to attend one meeting of
the Group of 24 and the
Group of 20 to discuss the
same topic. Being no re-
volutionary myself, I'd have
settled simply for a meeting
of the Group of 44, which
happens to be the sum total
of the two Groups, assum-
sing of course that one's
arithmetic is not revolutio-
nary, either,

The man in the bus was
only one of a tribe. I'm
sure you've met the type

yourself. They're incorrigible
name-droppers, and the
names they drop are cer-
tainly worth picking up.
Having watched so  many
people play the game, in-
cluding numerous friends,
I've got drawn into it my-
self and, for a beginner I'm
not doing too badly, even
if 1 have to say so myself.
Now I'm dropping names,
quite often just the initials,
the way my wife used to
drop bricks in company.

Name-dropping s only
part of the game. For a
practised player, that’s ele-
mentary. As you gather

experience you get to giving
advice to the people whose
names you drop—that’s how
experienced the man in the
bus obviously was. But you
really make the grade when
you can make out that your
advice has been acted upon.

That's easy, if you know
how.

Then there’s this couple
| know who play the game
very well as a team. Any

Minister who
in the news

happens to be
also happened
to have had a drink with
him only the previous eve-
ning, or the previous week.
And the Minister, to hear
the man tell it, was all ears,
and so on and so forth.

When NM tcuched on the

problem of liquidity, the
husband-and-wife team was:
ready to play. Said he, “We

had a drink the other day,
and | was telling NM...."
That’s the cue for the wife
to come in on the act with
something like, “Oh, 50
that's who the important per-
son you said you were meet-
ing was!" He nods casually
in assent, with just the fain-
test indication of irritability
at being interrupted in the
midst of his story. We are
convinced, naturally.

| can't say my wife was
as helpful when | started
playing the game, but that's
because she has a2 thing
about truth. | remember
once saying in company how
| spent the previous week-
end with PBG out at Ben-

tota, and my wife cut in
with, “You must be off your
top, darling. Remember
how you lay in bed the
whole of Sunday with a hang-
over and even refused to

take the kids to the Zoo!"
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| “respond with a cold stare.
She twigs on, and stammers,
“Sorry, that was the previ-
ous Sunday, no?"" The damage
was done, of course. She's
coming round slowly, though,
and her current rating is
only a couple of bricks a
month, no more.

Now, where was | before
I digressea about names and
name-droppers? Ah, yes, |
remember. i
TO THOSE of us who he
thought were blissfully un-
aware, NM disclosed  the
gory details of the acute
foreign exchange shortage
facing the country. You live
and learn, as someone once
said. Of yet another short-
age, of course. Or as some-
one else said, it never rains
....hey, come to think of
it, that’s another shortage
we're facing right now.

You don’'t need me to tell
you we've had no shortage
of shortages around here.
And the shortage of foreign
exchange that NM made so
much about was not the
latest in the long line. It
was the first, the original
shortage, which sort of faih-
ered every other shortage
in town. Except that of
rain, | guess, though I'm not
sure NM feels inclined to
grant such an exception.
But he made a telling point
when he said it was regret-
table that many politicians
did not seem to appreciate
the problem and were igno-
ring the crisis for their own
political benefit. Spoken
like a true politician, indeed.

As | was telling my wife
the other day, if only NM
had listened to me  two
years ago. (She didn't be-
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lieve me, so | don’t suppose
you will, either.) But let
me play on. You're broke,
I told him, and: he didn’t
contradict me. So be bold,
| said, and the world, capi-
talist though it may be up
to its decadent neck, will

respect you all the more for

it. He misunderstood me so
badly he was rash enough
to rush off to someplace
called the World Bank and,
believe it or not, actually
ask for aid. Believe it or
nct, he got it, too. He's

‘been similarly rash a couple

of more times since then and
each time, if he didn't laugh
all the way to the Bank,
he's certainly laughed all the
way back from it

LIVING up to the image
people have of you is not
the easiest thing in the world
to do. | know, for | have
survived only because people
keep constantly lowering
their collective image of
yours truly without even
being asked for such help.
NM, perhaps for no fault
of his, has been cracked up
to be the modern-day savi-
our Sri Lanka has been wait-
ing for. He probably is that,
| grant, only he today has to
contend with the dubious
advantages of nearly two
centuries of procgress—one
thousand nine hundred and
seventy three, to be pre.
cise. After all, Christ in his
time had to feed only five
thousand, and the  blokes
then were more than happy
with fish and bread, and no
nonsense about onions and
chillies and rice. (The Cost
of Living hadn’t been thcught
of then, but the level must
have been pretty low, consi.
dering the Cost of Dying

From The Easy Chair

at the time; it was only thirty
pieces of silver, reniember?)

As | was saying, we are
no strangers t6 shortages.
But the way we go about
meeting them shows we've
got our priorities all wrong.
Granted, there's a lot to be
said for wanting to grow all
the enions we want, all the
chillies we want, and all” the
rice we want. These efforts
do not, however, get to the

root of the problem. Why
do we have to sweat o
much in the first  place?
Because, as | keep telling

NM, we now don't have the
money to import anything
except luxury cars,

So our objective sauuld be
to be more than merely self-
supporting as far as our
needs in orions, chillies and
rice go. We have to work,
on a Five Year Plan if need
be, toward total self-suffi-
ciency in foreign exchange. "
At least, that's what | told
him and that's probzbly what
he wanted to say, but read-

ing through what he dis-
closed at his Press confer-
ence | find that's the one

thing he hasn't said. But
what he has is characteris-
tic of the Man as Minister.
What he said in one
breath he unsaid in another,
like the reliefs he offered .
us at one point in his: tax
proposals, and took away at
another. e i

NM's disclosures have not
clarified the issues, only con-
fused them, Examples:
® S2id my wife after wading
through what | found un-
wadable: “If all the countries
are letting their currencies
float, why can't we do the
same with_our Rupee?"
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SUBJECT to NM’s approval
“on his return, | -have given
her an interim answer.  ‘lt's
a long story,” | said, ‘but
the trouble is our Rupee has
never learned to swim.” She
understood the problem so
clearly she’s insisting on
sending the ‘kid to Otters
from next week.' | don’t
know about NM needing
only 400 mijllien. to".keep us
in the swim, but if | fail to
cough Up embugh to meet
Otters’ annyal subscription
next week, I'm sunk.

@NM's ‘created a  knotty
problem” for himself (which
| don’t mind) and for me
(which | dg) about the finan-
cial ties that obviously don’t
bind. My wife’s terribly up-
set “over his talk of the
Rupee's original ties with
Sterling, then the  abrupt
switch - to the “ Dollar, and
then back again to Sterling.
She feels so."strongly about
it she ‘thinks the  Rupee
should be charged with big-
amy for contracting, in her
emotiénally considered view,
so many marriages of conve-
nience. | ‘reminded her as
.gently as | could that, what-
ever glseé i& was, bigamy it
‘was not, since  the Rupee
maintained only one tie at
"a time. She was even more
upset. “I'm surprised Sterl-
ing didn’t refuse to have the
Rupee -back,” she cried.
“lsn't ' anything sacred any-
. more?”

The only answer 1 could
think of was that the seven-
year-itch, probably had some-
thing to do with it, but
-then | realised it was actually
a 25-year-itch in this case, so
| haven’t said anything. |

14

FOR THE RECORD

PEOPLE’S COMMITTEES

= ADMINISTRATION REPORT

Below we publish relevant extracts from the first
Administration Repoh of the Commissioner of People’s
Committees, Mr. W. L. Fernando, for the year 1971, The
Report was released in March 1973.

IT IS APPROPRIATE to men-
tion in the firrt Administra-
tion Report of the Depart-
ment of People’s Committees
the reasons that prompted
the establishment of People’s
Committees. At the last
General Election held in
May, 1970, the United Front
gave a pledge to the people
that if it was put in power
it would change  radically
the administrative set-up of
this country. The election
manifeste stated:

“The' pre.ent administra-
tive set-up, including the
Ka:hcheri ¢ystem, is inherited
from the colonial days. It is
notonly bureaucratic
ana inefficient but also thoro-
ughly unsuited to ensuring
the speedy fulfilment of to-
day's needs.

“We shall

transform the
administration thoroughly,
make it more democratic

and link it closely with the
people through—

can’t fer the love of me
think why NM would want
to flaunt the Rupee’s fickle-
ness in everyone's face, es-
pecially my wife's. She’s
convinced the end of the
werld is at band. The sign?
When Morey loses  not
merely its value, but its
sense of morality as well,

(i) Elected Employees’ Coun-
cils;

(ii) Advisory Committees in
Government offices; and

(iii) People’s Committees on
a territorial basis.

“The administration wi'l thus
be made more responsive to
the needs of the country
and the wishes of the people.
The new bodies that we shall
create wil! also help to asso-
ciate the people with the
work of formulating and im

plementing national econo-
mic plans.
“We shall create special

machinery whereby complaints
of delay, obstruction
and malpractice by public
officers at all levels can be
speedily investigated and dis-
posed of. The structure and
outlook of the Public Ser-
vices will also be reformed
in order to make them real
instruments of service to the
people.”

In keeping with this pledge
the Hon. Minister of Public
Administration, Local Govern-
ernment and Home Affairs,
Mr. Felix R, Dias Bandara-
naike, issued in August, [970
a White Paper on the “‘Pro-
posals for the establishment
of People’s Committees”,
which was debated in Parlia-
ment in November, [970.
Subsequently in the early
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part of 1971 the Bill on Peo-
ple’s Committees was passed
in both Houses of Parlia-
ment without a division. It
received the Royal Assent
- on March 17, 1971. The
Department of People’s Com-
mittees was esteblished on
March 5, 1971. -

THE ORIGINAL intention of
Government was to set up
committees throughout the
Island beginning from about
April or May, 1971, and if
this had been possible nearly
8,000 Committees of eleven
members each would have
been functioning throughout
the Island today. The April,
1971 insurgency not only de-
fayed the setting up of
Janatha Committees but the
Government had  second
‘thoughts on the establish-
ment of Janatha Commit-
tees throughout the Island.
It decided instead to set up
Committees on a trial basis and
limit them to one local body
chosen from one electorate
and have committees accord-
ing to the number of wards
in that local body. The
Members of Parliament were
given the opportunity to
select the local body in their
electorates and to submit
fifteen names for each com-

mittee in the respective
local authority. The Hon.
Minister of Public Adminis-
tration, Local Government
and Home Affairs issued a
circular letter dated 18th
July, 1971, to all Members

of Parliament calling for their
recommendations and also
issued a Gazette Extraordinary
No. 14,967/3 of 19th luly 1971
calling for nominations for
appointment to the Commit-
tees from Rural Development
Societies, Community Cen-
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_with -effect from

tres, Co-operative Societies,
Trade Unicns and residents
of the respective areas. Ac-
cordingly, 1,731 People’s
Committees were established
Ist Decem-
The committees
thus established will be eff-
ective, in the first instance,
for one year.  Therefore,
the present Committees will
cease to function frem 30th
November, [|972. If the
experiment  succeeds Gov-
ernment may decide to take
in more local bodies or to
set up Committees through-
out the Islana as originally
envisaged.

THE ESTABLISHMENT  of
this department is a fulfil-
ment of one of the important
election pledges given by the
United Front to the people
aimed at bringing about not
only a transformation in the
administrative machinery but
also in society,
It is obvious that the im-
portance of this movement
has not been fully grasped
yet and if, as a result, the
mov2ment is allowed to
suffer, it will not only be a
let down of the United
Front but will be a blow to
the aspirations of the peo-
ple in their march towards
socialism.

ber, 1971.

IT IS APPROPRIATE to re-
cord here the policy laid
dowt: by the Hon. Minister
of Public Administration.
Local Government and
Home Affairs in the appoint.
ment of members to Janatha
Committees.  All members
of Parliament were required
to submit a list of 15 names
of persons for eack ward,
including 3 youths between
ages 18-25, ward member of
the local authority, if it had

Janatha Committees

not been dissolved, and the
Chairman whem he wished
to be appointed. The selec-
tion was made in the follow-
ing order:—the 3 youths; the
ward member; -.the. Chair-
man; and the balance six
members in the numercial
order given in the- llist.

In respect of nominations
from the electorates repres-
ented by Opposition Mem-
bers, ncminations were called
for from the Memberi of
Parliament and the United
Front candidate who hau
contested the seat at the
last General Election.. In
the selection of candidates
weightage was' givén to the
Member of Parliament who
was also allowed the right
to recommend Chairman of
Committees. The ward
member was also from the
list.of the Member of Parlia-
ment, th. ratio being 7:4
or 5:6. It was also decided
to issue a Garette extraordi-
nary  containing all these
names in ‘three languages.
The matter for the Gazette
was sent to the Government
Press on 15th December,
1971. :

Although these names were
sent to -the Government
Printer to be published in
the Gazette in all the 3 lan-
guages, names found in most
of the lists were changing
till the end of the  year.
The reasons for this was that'
some of the names given by-
the MPs were replaced with
new names; some of the
members, selected. from gov-
ernment servants were trans-
ferred to some otner areas;
and some of them died and
there had been some names
which had been furnished by
the Supreme Court for
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frauds. Some are of ‘the opinion
that unsuitable persons have
been appointed.  There is
the possibility of finding a
few sucn persons in a2 vast
scheme like this. If there
had been such appointments,
the Minister of Public Admi-
nistration, Local Govern-
ment and Home Affairs has
taken action- t6 remove-such

persons , from _ office after
holding - an -inquiry?  The
Ministet is ‘empowered to

remove PLC. members from
office showing no cause.

Before the end of the year
| had the opportunity of
summoning. a number of
conferences of Chairmen on
district level at which their
letters of appointment were
handed to them. | also took
the opportunity at these
meetings to explain to the
Chairmen their functions and
responsibilitiey, Govern-
ment Officers and Chairmen
of local bodies ;were also
invited for these conferences.
These + inaugural meetings
weré attendea by Members
of .Pdrliament of the respec-
tive areas. -

THE GOVERNMENT AGENTS
of various districts were res-
ponsible for arranging these
.meetings. Some Govern-
ment Agents took great
pains in organising these
meetings in ‘the traditional
_aryan style with milk-rice,
oil . cakes, plantains, etc.
With the exception of two,
all Government Agents at-
tended these meetings and
promisede to extend their
to-operation to make this
venture a succeess. | wish

to record my appreciation of

the co-operation extended to
me by Government Agents
not only in the matter of
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organising these meetings but
in all matters connected with
Janatha Committees in their
respective districts. | am
sure | can depend on them
for their future co-operation
too. '

The series of inaugural
meetings commenced from
Dompe and Attanagalle,
Both meetings "were held - in
one day presided over by
the Hon. Minister of Pubiic
Administration, Local Gov-
ernment and Home Affairs,
Mr. Felix R. Diass Bandara-
naike, and Hon. Prime Minis-
ter respectively. The Colo-
mbo District Chairmen's

inaugural meeting was held
at the Royal College Hall,
presided over by

the Hon. the Prime Minister
on 23rd November, [971].
This meeting was attended
by all members of the Cabi-
net, except two, and most
of them took the opportunity
to address the confe-
rence. The Minister of Pub-
lic  Administration, Local
Government and Home
Affairs, Mr. Felix R. Dias
Bandaranaike, distributed the
letters of appointment to the
Chairmer at this conference.
The two Hon. Ministers who
could not attena the con-
ference were otherwise en-
gaged thac day,

To say that the success
or otherwise of the move-
ment rests entirely on the
members of these com-
mittees will not be out
of place. If the powers
vested in the ccmmittees
are abused, the movement
will fail and on the other
hand if the members act
with restraint and res-
ponsibi'ity, the movement

" the

will certainly be able to
pull the country out of
the mire it has got into.
It is said that misfits and
and odd men have got into

“these committees.

This can be true and in
initial stages of any
scheme of this magnitude
such errors are inevitable.
However, when such ins-
tances are brought to the
notice of the Department
action is taken by the
Hon. Minister of Public
Administration, Local Gov-
ernment and Home Affairs
after necessary inquiries,
to remove such members.
The Minister is empower-
ed by law to remove any
member without giving
reascns.

It will not be an exagger-
ation to say that no venture
in this country received so
much publicity both in the
Press and Radio as the Peo-
ple’s Committees Movement
The Ceylon Broadcastint Cor-
poration arranged a weekly
programme of talks and dis-
cussions in the three langu-
ages while the Press devo-
ted considerable space al-
most daily for publishing the
movement. | must say here
with gratitude that the po-
pularity of the movement was
dve mainly to the build-up

the press and the radio gave

this movement from its very
inception. A people’s move-
ment of this nature, new to
democratic  countries  like
Ceylon, has necessarily to de-
pend for its success on pub-
licity. | am sure | can depend
on their support for the firm
establishment of the move-
ment in this country,
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OF SIGNIFICANCE

China and

the World

By MIHAILO SARANOVIC

Foreign—Pqucy Editor of Tanjug

THE PAST year has been one
of the busiest years if not the
busiest one tor Chinese dip-
‘lomacy and its activity on
the international stage. Even
incomplete statistics on its ties
with the world are sufficient
to warrant such a conclusion.
For example, China establis-
hed diplomatic relations with
fifteen countries iri the course
of 1972 and raised relations
to a higher diplomatic level
with another three. Thus,
less than four years after the
Ninth Chinese Party Con-
gress, China has regular dip-
lomatic relztions with nearly
90 countries, which is almost
twice the number of coun-
tries with which it established
relations during the  first
twenty years of its existence.

Although figures may be
tiresome, they are very illus-
trative in this case:

Last year China was visi-
ted by over 500 delegations
or  individual officials from
over 90 countries. The
visits comprised over 30 offi-
cial visits by heads of state
or government or ministers
of foreign affairs! Practically
every [0 to [2 days China
played host to 2 foreign state
delegation.  And  further-
more: about 500 US citizens
stayes in China during the
past year and certainly not
as tourists. There were even
more Japanese visitors: 3,700.

DURING the same period,
Chiia exchanged 230 visits
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_rioc during whicn

of sports delegations with
about 90 countries. Finally,
China has trade relations with
130 countries, a far larger
number than the number of
countries with which it main-

tains diplomatic relations.
During the first nine months
of 1972 -lone, it sent 24
trade missions to verious

parts of the world and was
host to an incomparably lar-
ger number of foreign trade
missions: 84. Within the
same period, its ocean-going

ships droppes anchor in
the ports of 6| countries.

A logical question to ask
after all these figures is—

what is tte reason for this
abrupt revival of China's in-
ternaticnal activity dfter so
many years of a forbidding
attitude towards a large number
of countries?

And what, on the other
hand, has changed in the
attitude of the world toward
China after a protracted pe-
man
countries showed no inte-
rest whatsoever in China ex-
cept in terms of contronta-
tion with it and a desire to
maintain it in isolation.

Several elements have been
decisive in this respect:
The door towards the
world has largely been open-
ed on the Chinese side.
This is because two years
ago China had, among other
things, solved a number of
internal problems so  that

Yugoslav Viewpoint

with a relatively consolidated
situation at home’ it could
now afford to give a free
hand to its diplomacy.

Of no lesser " importance
has been the fact that the
world responded to - China’s
gesture by opening wider
the door which China had
first opened and left ajar.
This * happened, generally
speaking, because thz stren-
gthering of the independent
factor by way of non-dlign-
ment had become an elemernt
to be reckoned with and also
because attempts forcibly to
impose the solutions of key
problems had® produced no
effect. Furthermdre, as these
problems matured it became

increasingly obvious that
without China it would be
impossible tc solve  many
crucial world issues. Thus,

a large part of the world
saw the logic of building
bridges towards Chin2 and

started the trek rowards its .

walls whicli remain merely
2s ¢ symbol of the past.

GIVEN SUCH a development
of relations between China
and the world, the first signs
of major changes were ai-
ready apparent towards the
end of 197] and became even
more so last year. Here are
a few examples to illustrate
this: _

I. In February last year,
President Nixon visited China.
The preparations for  this
visit had formally started in
July of the previous year
when in his capacity as 2
confidential negotiator, M.
Kissinger first travelled to
Peking; for his second trip
to Peking Mr. Kissinger chose
October of the same Yyear
when the UN was scheduled
to vote on the so-called issue
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of Chinese representation, It
is reasonadle to believe that
this did ‘much - to ‘convince
many of the UN member-
countries of the necessity to
vote in favour of the People’s
Republic of China, as it was
now obvious that not even
the USA was any longer
opposed to building bridges
with China and burying the
hatchet. 3 : -

2. ‘A few months fater, in
Septémber 1972, Japan even-
tually passed- its ‘‘exam’’ in
history, after .having failed
before. “After a confronta-
tion of nearly two centuries,
the current which viewed the
“Chinese fartor” realisti-
cally finally prevailed in
Japan, and so, following
Sato's - fall, Premier Tanaka
found himself in Peking.
And the two countries, for-
mally in- 2 state of war until
then, established diplomatic
‘relations. i

THIS SEEMS to ,have been
of extraordinay strategic im-
portance for further develop-
* ments in Asia and -it may
well. be said..today that the
same circumstance marked the
the begiming of an impor-
‘tant phise in. the solving of
Asian_ problems afid stepped
up the inevitable: the United
States’ -gradual military with:
drawal frem Asia (now con-
‘cretely from Vietnam), but
not. ‘also its political disen-
gagement.  Finally, it is a
questior of normalizatior of
relations between two coun-
tries which have long been
suspicious of each other.
Moreover,«one of them, China
is” an insufficiently developed
country with a tremendous po-
tential and what will long rema-
in ar insatiable market, and the
other Japan, a country whose
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tremendous economic power
has long since surpassed its
national frontiers. Even be-
fore they estab'ished diplo-
matic relations, these two
countries traded goods to
the value of about one thou-
sand million dollars arnually,
a figure which, in the opinion
of observers, is sure to in-

crease ten times over and
more within a matter of
years. This will no doubt
speed up the development

of both countries and by its
economic weight represent a
counterbalance to the exist-
ing economic systems in the
world while simultaneously
helping both countries, as
economically independent
factors, also to preserve their
political independence.

3. The influence which this
course of development has
had on trends in Asia s
evident also in the fact that
parallel to increased circu-
lation between China and the
outside world, a change of
government occurred in
Japan where the Sato govern-
ment has been replaced by
one with more realistic con-
cepts. In Australia and New
Zealand, too, labour govern-

ments emerged triumphant
from the Ilatest elections
Their primeministers, Whit-

lam and Kirk, met last month
to work out a new. strategy
of co-operation and also ag-

reed to sever the remaining
cons.itutional ties with Great
Britain; they furthermore
concluded that SEATO was
an obsolete structure, urged
the neutralization of their
region and defined a strategy
in relation to the EEC, etc.
In short, all this is a sign of
new trends in the Pacific,
trends, which, of course, are

not exclusively mctivated by
China’s increased activity on
the international stage but
which have certainly been in.

fluenced by the “Chinese
factor™.
4. As for Sino-Soviet re-

lations, one cannot say that
they have changed  much.
Many are inclined to believe
that the past year has brought
no improvement and that,
indeed, relations between the
two countries have become
even more strained.  This
is not far trom the truth
but still it seems that such
an estimate can be accepted
only conditionally, as things
are changing slightly in the
development of Sino-Soviet
relations if viewed in the
context of broader inter
national events and develop-
ments. Even if we do not
attach any particular signi-
ficance to trade  relations
between the two countries
concerned, there is still the
fact that, during the . past
few years, they have increased
the scope of their commo-
dity exchange six times over,
although they did start oeut

from a very low level. (The
value of mutual trade last
year came to nearly 300

million dollars.)

AS FAR as the two countries’
political relations are con-
cerned, one must take into
consideration the fact that
China and the Soviet Union
entered last year with cer-
tain factors which objectively

complicated their relations.
For example, the war of
December |971 onthe

Indian subcontinent led to a
new indirect confrontation
between them. This is one
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of the reasons why the talks
on frontier and other prob-

lems are evolving very slowly
although sooner or later an

agreement may be reached.
However this will depend

not only on the negotiators
in Peking, but on the wider

aspect of their mutual rela-
tions and the general cons-

tellation on the international
stage.

Actually it woula be more
realistic to expect an im-
provement rather than a fur-
ther deterioration of Sino-
Soviet relations. But this will
happen only if the world
situation develops more
favourably, if the estimates
of both sides show that this
will be better for them,
too, also in the context of
the latest regrouping in the
phase of termination of the
Vietnam war and American
military disengagement,
Finally, a considerable influ-
‘ence on the development of
of Sino-Soviet relations will
also be exerted by the evolu-
tion of circumstances in Asia
tnd in the world at large
and by the stability of the
international position of their

country. True, it is never
opportune to make fore-
casts, even optimistic ones,

but changes can come quickly,
irrespective of whether they

come sooner or later, as
_ demonstrated by the swift
changes in China's relctions

with Japan and the USA and
many other countries.
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Baook Review

Pcdagogy of the Oppressed ;
By PAUL CASPERSZ

Paulo Freire, trans. Myra
Bergman Ramos, Pedagogy of
the Oppressed (New York:
Herder and Herder, 1971).

THERE are at least three
things to recommend this book
to a Ceylonese reader: the
auther is a Third World man
(and we should always keep
the right to ask the creden-
tizls of those who seek to
advise the Third from the
Other World); he had the
personal experience of po-
verty and all that it entails
for the body and mind of
the poor man; he is wholly
on the side of radical social
change based on the primacy
of the People.

We in our country areata
stage when we have to do
some hard thinking about the
goals of social change. Whar
type of society would we
want to see in Lanka in the
year 20007 Paulo Freire mo-
the

ves with us in right
direction, that is, to wards
the People.

There are too many who
are frightened about the pros-
pect of People, and mcre
People. = Ameng them are
the Other World controllers

of Third World births and
their local disciples. There
are also those who chiefly

look to the foreigner for aid
and exchange and not to
the People for ideas and
means.  Tourism and the
candom are the last resorts
of revolutionaries in our
country who have given up
the revolution, or who have

grown discouraged, . or who
have lost the capacity for
creative thinking. To them
Pedagogy of the Oppressed has
no word, or is perhaps the
'salvifie word. s

It is not an easy word.
The method—coming to the
author doubtless from  his
predeminant ° inspirations—is
deliberately or indeliberately
dialectical. ¢

THE PREFACE - exposes the
dialectic between sectarianism
(of the pseudo or palace re-
volutionary) and  radicaliza-
tion (of the true revolut--
ionary). The first two of’
the four chapters analyze in
succession the dialectic bet- .
ween the oppressor and the .
oppressed (who are the sub-
jects of the pedagogy of the
People), between banking
education (in which bits of
disparate information are
thrown into minds like de-
posits into a bank account)
and participative ~ problem-
posing education, The last
chapter is a masterly metho-
dical examinatior. of = the
characteristics of an antidialo-
gical and a dialogical peda
gogy: conquest as against
cooperation, divide and rule
as against unity for liberation,
manipulation, instead of crea-
tive organization, cultural in-

vasion as against cultural
synthesis.
The dialectical method is

implicit in the third chapter
too which discusses the con-
struction and development of
the ‘thematic universe’ or the -
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most  significant teaching-
learning themes in the lives
.of the People: does the tea-
cher impose his own themes
.on the taught, cr ara the
themes for reflection-action
buile up by the teacher-
turned-student in dynamic
collabcratior with the stu-
.dent-turned-teacher? If the
teacher is not teachable, he
is not, a pedagogud of the
the oppressed. .-

DIALOGUE js. of the essence
of a pedagogy of the People.
“The reader,is cConsequently
in constant .dialogus with the
author, with Mac, Marx,
Lenin, with French theorists
and Latin American Revolu-
tionaries, with John XXl and
religious leaders who have
madz the correct options
with—though explicit men-
tion iz not made—Aristotle;
and “especially with Aquinas’
theory of knowledge that
really to know ‘someone or
something is’ to be that per-
son or thing or that facet
of reality, This is indeed
an aspect of pedagogy where
ore would want to go fur-
ther thea Fraire, The alien-
ation of the oppressed cau-
ses 'a terrible *resiriction of
their capacity to kmow, and
hen:e to be. Thus the libera-

tion of the oppressed is the

liberation of people who are
demanding (or, if they were
sufficiently “sensitized, should
demand) to know and to be.

We have to hold Paulo

Freire to his own thesis.
‘We have not to listen to,
but co spepk with, We

have to apply what he says
about his life-situation  to
ours, in dialogue with him,
but above all in dialogue
with our own People.
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And then we find first that
Freire has been forestalled
by some of us. For instance,
Yohan Devananda: “Ir. short,
what | am saying is that the
government must really serve
the people—not merely by

giving them more of this
and more of that 5 keep
them quiet, but by funda-
mental .tructural  changes.

" Tha peopie must be given

their due place in the new
Lanka” (An Open lLetter,
Ibbagamuwa, |2 August 1970).
And Freire: “A real humanist
can be identified mora by
his trust in the people, whaich
engages him in their struggle,
than by a thousand actions
in their favour without that
trust” {Chap. ).

Secondly, we have to find
our own categories of op-
pression, Opprassors, oppres-
sed. What are the fields of
oppression in  our country:
cuitural, social, caste, econo-
mic, racial, linguistic, politi-
cal, religious? Who are our
oppressors and oppressed? It

is not merely, as is funda-
mental to Freire, that the
oppressed can harbour a

more or lesssubmerged libido
to be when he can like
his oppressor. But the same
person can be bch oppres-
sor and obpressed.

By reason of income, soaial
class, status, friendshins, hab-
its, language of thought and
dizcourse, many of our lea.
ders in state and church,
even laft leaders, are in tha
oppressor class. But in so
far as they opt to struggle
for liberation, they take their
options with the oppressed.
A Tamil may be oppressed
in the Western and opprass

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

in th ¢ Northern Province.
The village boutique-keeper
oppresses - and is oppressed.

TO OPPRESS is to dehuma-
nize (or to alienate) but it is
also to get dehumanized (or
alienated).  Thus to  res-
trict even with viclonce the
freedom of the oppressor to
oppress is in facr to free
him. Land reform and in-
come ceilings (apart from the
effects on investment-saving
and on productivity which
sociclist economists must in-
vestigate) may restore free-
dom even to these affecred
as they think adversely, One
thinks of the idealistic senior
banker who looks wiiciully
back to the days when he
and his family had  much
less money but more genuine
joy in not over-spending Iit,

The motive and the goal
should be jove. The word
however has been debased

and made counter-revolutio-
nary and de-radicalizing, But
the true revolutionary has
the religious role of bringing
it back to its impact of fellow-
ship and utter sharing.

The revolution is of the
People. Meanwhile, the elii-
tes have 3 function: cither
by part-time invelvament
mostly of the ‘verbalist” (un-
versity graduate, pulpit) type
or by full cemmitment, both
‘verbalist’ and activist’ or the
commitment of
Even then the elites must be
wary of wanting the masses
to play the old same of
Follow my Leader. The
elites must remember that
“revolutiopary praxis is a
unity, and the leaders cannot
treat the oppressed as their
possession” (Chap. 4). They

‘Braxis’,
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ANOTHER LITTLE ISLAND

Tightens Belt

Kingston,

SUDDENLY things seem to
haVe gone wrong in Jamaica.
Superficially everything
looks the same in this color-
ful semi-tropical island which,
with fanfare and high hopes,
celebrated only five months
its independence from Britain
and five months before that
the election of a new, young-

ish premier who had pledg-
ed to reform Jamaican
society,

Continued from page 20

must also remember that as
an elite class they have to
disappear.

Pedagogy of the Oppres-
sed is topical in Lanka today.
Three main periods in the
social history of a people
are distinguishable: oppres-
sicn, emergence, emancipa-
tion. The contemporary sym-
toms of incipient emergence
“are threatensd unot only from
the right but also by the
revolutionary alizes who,
while being for, are yet not
with, the Peopie. The clites,
both revolutionary and co-
unter-revolutionary, have
not experienced the oppres-
sion of 2 mother who has to
go round the shops in search
of milk food for her baby.
Only those who are solidary
with the Pecple, more ready
to be taught by the People
than to teach them have the
true pedagogy of the People.
Without this pedagogy ano-
ther society may be born
in Lapka, but not a society
liberated from oppression.
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for Austerity

But the government’s recent
announcement of drastic im-
port end financial restrictions
has somewhat dimmed most
Jamaican’s enthusiasm,

Michael Manley, leader of
the People’s National
which won a resounding vic-
tory in general elections in
February, had promised im-
portant social transformations
for Jamaica.  Among them
were a more egalitarian soci-
ety (jamaica has long been
notoriou: for being a coun-
try of extrame weaith and
extreme poveriy), a2 reduc-
tion of unempioyment from
the high level of 25 per
cent and the eradization with-
in four years of the illiteracy
among almost a quarter of
the population.

His -government, Manley
said, would. be a3 govern-
ment of “humility,” of “‘par-
ticipation,” it would appeal
to youth; and there would
be a partnership  between
government and private in-
dustry. It was to bz a New
Deal for Jamaica,

THEN came the suddan awa-
kening to the fact that a
supposadly peclitically  dyna-
mic and economieally viable
Jamaica was facing a grave
economic crisis and thaz
even the very rich might
not be able to get (legally)
a case of whisky or cham-
pagne for Christmas (972,

One of the many bank
managers here summed up
the situation in these
words. “for more years
than | care to think Jamai-
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Party -

Jamaica;

ca has been living bey-
ond its means-and we now-
have to pay the price.”

Manley, in a speech on
radio and television, left no-
doubt what that price is.
Jamaica’s reserves of fore-

ign exchange had fallen so
low that they did not add up
-at- Gct. 31 to much more
than two months’ imperts
and ic could-be that by the
end of the year the reserves
would have sunk to a nil, or
minus figure, unless drastic
steps were taken,

ACCORDINGLY "Manley and
his government have impo- -
sed a total impert ban on
56 items and restrictions,on °
some 15 others. These in ~
clude many food items.”
household goods, cars, refri-
grators, television and radio
sets and a whole variety of
consumer geeds. Bank loans .
are to be limited and for-
eign. currency allowances for
travel abroad restricted to
£500 per person per year.

What was the cause of

this sudden rude awak-
ening?
Primarily, so the bank

managers and businessmen tel|
you, it was the fact that
in recent months the large
sums of money which had
been injected into Jamaica’s
economy from foreign sour- .
ces, mostly North American
and Britisk, for the construc-
tion of expensive plarts such
a. those required for produc-
ing bauxite, had dried up.

THE ONCE booming tourist

industry has not been doing
as well as it should, and one.

2k



Gen. Amin

reason for this is that some
hoteliers, thinking the boom
. days would- go on forever,
have. been charging prices
which are much too high for
the goods and services of-
fered.  Visitors have also

been complaining, about bad-

and rud: service.

So October - wis * dedared
a sert of “be kind to the
tourist” month with stickers
everywhere saying: “Tourism
“is my busine§s—yours too.”

Furcher réasons for the
crisis are the decline in lJa-
maica’s traditional agr cultu-
rzl exports “such as sugar
and bananas and the failure
to produce substitutes; and
the people’s simple and basic
propensity to go in a big
way for imported goods.

NEVERTHFLESS there are in-

_ dicatlont that .the = Manley
government is planning wise-
“ly for the future,» There
afe several large projects in
the pipeline, including the
construction, scheduled to
_begin_smon, ota 2200 million
Joil*. refinery on, the south
cdgst and a container termi-
-nal which, it®is hoped, will
make Kingston th&  major
transhipment port in  the
Caribbesn. i

There Hhas been a trade
mission here from  China,
-and a_lJamaican mission has
gnne to Peking and Moscow.
Manley is willing enough to
maintain old trading links
with Britaip and the West,
but if he thinks it will help
his island to recover he will
not hesitate to welcome
trade with the East,
-—London Observer.
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UGANDA

CImrily hegins with others’ property

IT WAS a slow, sunny day
in Kampala, the kind of day
when Ugandans doze under
banana palms oblivious of
their government’s directives
agairst mini-skirts and gun-
carrying imperialist agents
posing as Crristian mission-
aries.  President Idi Amin
was about to give away a
hotel but he had not deci-
ded to whom. The man who
expelled 49,000 Asians from
his country has been master-
minding the distribution of
parhaps #400 million worth
of Asian property to black
Ugandans. The distribution
of some 3,500 abandoned bu-
sinesses is nearly complete.

Gen. Amin, driving his own
jeep through dowatown
Kampala, decided to inter-
vene personally in the allo-
cation of the Speke Hotel,
named after an early exolo-
rer. lt was worth 125,000
in the busy days before Gen.
Amin banned tourists,
According to witnesses, Gen.
Amin, spoke extemporane-
ously in English and 3wabhili
to a large group of appli-

cants. Unganda owes a lot
to its security officers, who
are responsible men and

should be rewarded for their
services, the president said.

Gen. Amin paused and sur-
veyed .the crowd as if mak-
ing up his mind. Suddenly
he pointed to 2 Lt. Col,
Bogere and said: “There is
1 resnonsitle man who sho-

uld have this hotel.” Wit-
nesses said Lt. Col. Bogere,
chief army medical officer

and one of the few in the

audience who had not been
brandishing blue and white
forms applying for the Speke,
looked around as if to say:
Who me?

Gen. Amin beckoned the
surprised Lt. Col. Bogere
forward and shook his hand.
Then the President noticed
two white non-Ugandans
standing near. “Who are
you?” he asked. “We are
guests at the hotel”, one
replied nervously.

“Well, come here and meet
your new manager,” Gen.
Amin said, motioning them
towards Lt. Col. Bogere.’
The crowd grinned at Gen.
Amin’s pointed demonstra-

tion of the officer’'s new
status as hotelkeeper.
BUREAUCRACY has been

cut to a minimum in the pro-
perty distribution aimed at
creating an instant new Afri-
can middle class that opera-
if not

tes, exactly owns,
Uganda's commercial enter-
prises.

As former Asian shops re-
open gradually, there are dis-

appointments on both sides
of the counter. Some new
storekeepers find nearly no

stock on hand tosell. Custo-
mers accuse some Ugandans
who took over the shops of try-
ing to make a killing by pro-
fiteering on scarce items. .

If the government sticks
to promises of compensa-
tions for dispossessed Asians,
the new shopkeepers will
eventually have to pay up.
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' Registered as a Newspaper in Ceylon

IS IT TRUE?

Sherlock Holmes

¥ The Coconut Muddle

IS IT NOT TRUE that inept
and amateurish trading by
the bureaucrats has contri-
buted in a big way to the cur-
rent fiasco in the coconut
market? That it all started
with a bureaucrat, who had
been placed as the Supremes
Commissar in the coconut
world, selling about 25,000
tons of coconut oil forward
at what was considered a
“high price” at the time the
contract  was concluded?
Thzt the price was between
£80 to £90 a ton? That within a
short time the price of the
oil had startea shooting up
and ' that it is now around
£120 a ton. That when the
world price went up, the
“local market shot up and the
state-owned exporter was
caught short?

That on every ton the ex-
porter was likely to lose
about Rs. 500 a ton? That
to save the state-owned
outfit, the Ministry had step-

ped in and virtually natio-
nalised the industry? That
contracts for higher prices

by private shippers had to
be cancelled in order to en-
able the Government orga-
nisation to fulfil its contract?
That these measures were

not adequate to meet the

situation and other devices

TRIBUNE, March 1973—3

_ling bureaucrats,

were evolved? That consu-
mers in Ceylon were pena-
lised into subsidising copra
and coconut oil by indirect
means in order to reduce
the losses on the 25,000 tons
order!? That these measures

have had such adverse eff-
ects on the local market
and the local consumer has

now to pay more for his
coconut? That there are dis-
cussions in VVIP circles whe-
ther it would not be better
to cover the balance of the
25,000 tons order from for-
eign suppliers? That this is
felt will restore the local
mdustry to some kind of
norma'ity? That the drought
was bad enough but bung-
who think
that they can earn all the

foreign exchange Sri Lanka
needed by selling 25,000
tons of coconut oi!, make

matters worsel!

Is it nota fact also that the
poonac shortage was  also
caused by the untimely ex-
port of over 5000 tons of
poonac to Mal=ysia under
some brand n:me as qattle
food? That there was tom
tom .beating that the poonac

expert had  brought Sri
Lanka “foreign exchange”
from a non traditional ex-
port? That what was not

realised was that with this kind
of export in the.context of
the drought would do un-
told damage to- the poul-
try and cattle Industry in

_ this country?

That the manipulations to
cover the losses which had

- arisen from the forward sales
of 25.000 tons of

i coconut
oll and the untimely ‘export
of 5000 tons of - poonac have
led to a virtual collapse of
the coconut industry? That
at the price fixed by govern-
ment for coconut oil tc en-
able it to fulfil its forward
contracts and the increase in
the price of nuts and’ copra

in the open market (consis-.
tent with world  trends)
local millers could not afford
to produce oil? That nearly -
all of them shut down the ..
mills’ and thousands of wor-
kers have been cither laid
off or have been retienched,
That some of:the trade un-
jons  think " that if all the
oil mills were' ‘nationalised”
the probl’em could be sol-
ved? That, they think, that
the nationalisation of oil
mills woula ensure emp'oy-
ment? That if this.. were -
done it would be at the
cost of the State Treecsury?
That the Minister of Labour
has invoked everything in his
bag of tricks to make the
employers pay wages although
no work is dene? But em-
ployers simply do not have
the money to, pay!?
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