IB

CEYLON NEWS REVIEW

ON MANIOC AND OTHER SUBSTITUTES

Tribune fully endorses the plea made by Minister of
Trade lllangaratne that people in Sri Lanka should switch
to manioc, kurakkan, millet, and all possible kinds of yams
—instead of using imported wheat flour for their food. The
price of wheat has almost doubled in the world market
and supplies are predictably limited with crop failures in
many countries. Apart from the foreign exchange involved
wheat is samething which cannot be grown in this island.
In the circumstances Minister lllangaratne did well to
insist that people should turn to cereals like kurakkan and
also varieties of millet which can be grown here (and which
; - require less water than paddy) and also to the tubers like
. manicc and also the whele range of sweet and semi-sweet
yams, which thrive well on our soil.

It is one thing to ask people tc switch to manios and
other yams but it is another matter altogether to grow
them. One variety of Manioc takes six maonths and another
variety nine months to mature. Yams are harvested from
three tn six months from nlanting. In the developed and
denselv papulated parts of the island manioc and yams can
be easily grown but there is not much spare land for this.
In the rural areas and in the Wanni, manioc and all other
yams attract the wild boar, hordes of them. And without
guns and SG cartridges the wild boar cannot be kept at bay.
Recently in a state plantation, a special VIP operation to ex-
terminate wild boar is said to have cost the authorities as
much as 80 cartidges per carcass. If this story is true then
one can account for the “leakage” of cartridges which are
later sold on the black at Rs. 15 to Rs. 20 each in the rural
areas. But all that the cultivator of manioc needs is about |
to 2 cartridees per carcass. But with the shadow of the in-
surcency and the imperatives of current security culti-
vators are only given five number 4s per quarter. A
hundred of these 4s pumped into a wild boar will not kill
it say the villagers. And as the wild boar population in-
creases, it is now fast multiplying, the quantities of manioc
and other yams which can be grcwn will d ase.
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THE NEW ERA??

. THIS IS THE FIRST issue of
Tribune after the Sri Lanka
Press Council law was brought
into force, on March 30.. We
now await the Regulations
which will give flesh and
blood to the new Press Coun-
cil and the law that brought
it into being. We await the
- appointment of the person-
nel who would administer
the new law.  Until then,
the law would be in force,
but without the machinery
and teeth to give effect to
ts provisions.

i Does the 'bringing into
“force” of the Press Council
law, without even the Council
being set up, and without
the Regulations to make it
work, portend anything?
Does it mean that the Council
when it comes into being
will take retrospective action
in regard to alleged brea-
ches and violations of the
new law as from March 307
In the normal circumstances,
a-law is not brought into
force until"the machinery to
administer it and enforce its
' provisions is set up.

But in this case, the cart
has been pushed on to
the road without a horse
or a bull being found to
pull it along? With trepi-
dation we wait to see what
all this means,

AS WE have said very often
in the past, we are now in
the UF era where the old
order has been destroyed—
but without knowing what
the new order will be like.
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Not all the “progressive and
radical” pundits in  this
country put together will be
able to tell us what kind of
“new order” will emerge
from the sweeping legislation
adopted by the UF to des-
troy the old. It is true that
capitalism and privileged ves-
ted interests have been des-
troyed or at least crippled.
But it is not enough to say
that we will have a socialist
order soon. People want to
measure the new order in
terms of food, houses, con-
sumer articles and also free-
dom, leisure and the like—
and they cannot be fopped
off any longer by mere slo-
gans. The word socialism
has lost its magic. For ordi-
nary man, it has so far meant
greater austerity, more shor-
tages, queues to buy basic

essentials and even bread.
And what will crippled capi-
talism in Sri Lanka do?

THE UNITED FRONT in the
years it was in the Opposi-

tion between 1966 to 1970
had promised the moon: it
would usher in an age of

plenty and prosperity, almost
overnight, because the UF
had the magic of socialism to
perform miracles and won-
ders. But the new world
of affluence did not materi-
alise overnight.

The UF, however, had ex-
cuses for the delay in bring-
ing in a good and happy life
of plenty for the ordinary
man. First it was UNP reac-
tion, and when people be-

e In This Issue
gan to ‘tire of this, the UF
had the April 1971 insurgency
of youthful extremists to fall
back on to explain. the con-
tinuing delay, And. mow two
years later, the insurgency
excuse has become a dead
horse which cannot be flog-
ged any more, :

But today we have an even
better excuse: the conditions

in the world outside over

which, we say, we have- no
control—the currency crisis,
drought, crop failures, dwind-
ling prices for our exports
and increased prices for
everything we import, etc.,
etc,, eti.,

Now we are told that
we have to be 'self-reliant
and depend on ourselves
alone. But in the current
world of utter inter-depen-
dence, self reliance has a. .
different connotation. from
what it had several decades
ago when self-sufficiency .
was a virtue which could
be preached with
dence *because it could be -
practised successfully.

WHILST  MINISTERS make
speeches asking™~ people ‘to
work harder, bezome totally -

salf-reliant and insulate them-. .

selves from~ife- storms and
economic turbulence of° tha.
world arouna us, people in
Sri Lanka have begun to ask

questicns.  Tribune in ‘this .
issue and in forthcoming
issues  will spotlight the

questions which people have *
begun to ask themselves ‘and
others. The Editor, in his
Rambling Notes, has- posed a
number of questions which
people ask after reading the.
speeches the Prime Minister .
has been making recently.

confi- - -



ta This ksue

"The  columnist who * now
writes Tribunania has dealt
with the burning question of a
Planned Economy and a Plan-
ned Parenthood whilst Canax
irem his Easy Chdir has viewed

the same matter from his
uniquely  inimitable angle.
We have in this issue a_len-
gthy but interestirg piece

from Anatory Bukoba in his
Shamba series detailing’~ ‘his
efforts to clear ong acre of
jungle and set’ up a small
farm. on land granted to him
by Government,on the peri-

phery of the - Rajangana
Scheme. . 7
On foreign” affairs we

have a revealing “piece about
developments in  Southeast
Asia with reference to Indo-
nesia. ‘We have also an
article on Cambodia which
throws background light on
current development$ in
that troubled count"r{.

Sherlock - Holmes coatinues
to ‘ask his questions: this
time about the tourist trade.
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I . World Affairs
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RAMBLING NOTES
FROMTHE EDITORS BESK
The Prime

Minister's Appeal

— more work for an
agricultural revolution

THE PRIME MINISTER has
in recent weeks been repeat-
edly drawing attention to
the difficult situation in which
this country now finds itself,
and she has been appealing
to the country and its people
to get down te some hard
work.

On March 20, she had sum-
moned a meeting of the top
SLFP hierarchy represented
inthe Party’s working commit-
tee and had urged them to
open a dialogue with the
youth and the peasantry
to pull the country out of
its present economic crisis.
She said: “You have to edu-
cate the masses so that they
will understand this  crisis
which is beyond the control
of this government and the
country.”  She stated that
the sharp increase in prices
of all imported items, es-
pecially food, was something
they could not determine, nor
control. One third of what
they earned ncw went to
pay foreign debt.. This was
a situation forced on them
and the only way to meet
the crisis was to rely on
themselves.

The Premier also said,
want every party member to
explain this fact to the peo-
ple —especially to the farmer
who has come to our assis-

LEY |

tance by learning the facts
of the economic crisis.””  She
said “Don’t give faise hopes;
don’t serve out slogans, Our
young people are all educa-
ted, discuss with them in-
telligently and objectively the
situation in the country and
how heipless we are against
external forces, unless we
achieve self-reliance. The
youth can ‘2ctually lead this
movement and ourselves to-
wards economic independence.
They must be prepared to
change their attitudes, pre-
pare to work for themselves
and for the country. We
will always give them their
due place.”

The Prime Minister also
stressed the importance of
direct communication with the
the youth. She called on the
party leadership to begin at
branch level in every consti-

tuency a special effort to
rally the youth.

She also said that there
was no purpese in having

party members who hanker-
ed after plums of office.

“We need as members res-
ponsible men and women
who are prepared to carry
out any duties entrusted to
them and who are there to
keep the party organisation
going”, she added.

She asked party trade un-
ions to organise ‘gocvi pera-
munas’ because the SLFP had
at all fimes derived most
of its electoral strength from
the rurzl peasants.

The Government, she ex-
plained, had done so much
for the goviyas {farmers)
that none should be hesitcnt
to canvass their support and
organise them. At the mo-
ment the Government was
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«caught in a whirlpool of in-
«creasing world prices in re-
gard to imports, dwindling
prices of exports, a severe
drought and an international
.monetary crisis.

In this context, she asser-
ted. the Government's re-
cord since it assumed office
was by no means unsatis-
factory. “We should not
run away from the people.
All SLFPers should go to the
people, take them into our
confidence ana explain to
them the current political
and economic problems.”” she
said.

in the prevailing crisis, the
only salvation for the country
lay in increased production
of our basic food require-
ments until self-sufficiency was
achieved, If this could be
achieved, she explained, it
would be possible to cut
.down on imports and allocate
more monies for the impert
of raw materials to keep local
industries going.

THEN, on March 30 in Kandy
she underlined the same facts
“in slightly different  terms.
.. “The Daily News of March 3l,
.under the heading THIS IS
NOW OUR WAR, DECLA-
RES PM..LET US FIGHT IT
TOGETHER..ONCE FOUN-
‘DATION 1S BUILT FOR ECO-
NOMIC FREEDOM, WE CAN
GO HOME WITH CLEAR
CONSCIENCE. . reported her
speech: “The Government
had not launched the cam-
paign for self-sufficiency in
food with an eye on the next
elections. Once we build a
strong foundation for our
national economic liberation
the next generation will not
depend for loans on other
countries. This country can
then live in self-respect.

TRIBUNE, April 10, 1973

Having done that, we are
prepared to go to the polls
and even face defeat. For
then, we could go home with
a clear conscience that we
have done our best to serve
this country, sazid the Prime
Minister, Mrs.
daranike when she addressed
the Kandy Distrier Agricul-
tural committee Meeting held
at the Trinity College Hall
yesterday. :

“It was attended by the
Kandy Districc MPs, Agricul-
tural Officers, Irrigation De-
partment officials and mem-

bers of D.D Cs and Cultiva-
tion Committees, Mr. E. L.
Senanayake MP for Kandy

and Mr. N. Wimalasena, MP

for Senk:zdagala were alsc
present.
“The Prime Minister said

we have no time to wait.
The food we need to feed
our people must be grown
here as soon as possible.
It cannot be done by the
Government, by this Minis-
ter or that Department. It
has to be done with the
fullest co-oparation of the
people.

“During the last war our
people were forced to bear
hardships to help the war
effort of Britain and her
allies. This is now our war
and we have to make sacrifi-
ces for our future. We can-
not wait, we cannot wait
even for the full impleman-
tation of the Five Year
Plan. We have to produce
our food immediately.

“Yams of three, five or
six months variety could be
grown right away. This was
the reason why she had de-
cided to address mestings at
Districr levels in order to
bring home to the people
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Sirimave Ban-.

“From The Editor’s Desk

the gravity .of the present
crisis. « 5

“With the ban on the im-
port of chillies, self-sufficiency
has been achieved rapidly.
So successful has been thisi
campaign that last week alone
the  Government = purchased
chillies from the Anuradha-
pura district to the value of

Rs. 4 million. That money
was now in the' hands cf
the people. : i

“Similerly, if the. farming

population joined us to- fight
our ecnnomic battle we would
be self sufficient in rice and
we wouid save on foreign
exchange for  development
projects and these prejects
would provide thz employ~
ment for our educated young
people. ;

*“The facts of the economic
situation should not be
-den from the people. We
do not run oway from the |
truth that we dia promise .
to bring down the cost of
living on .our election plat-
forms but all our efforts have
been undermined by circums-
tznces beyond our control.

“To menticn one farct, tha
price of flaur which was £25
per ton is now £60 ~per ton.
Drought m. orher countries
has also affacted world pri-
ces. Even such z powerful
country as Russian has. had
its difficulties in agriculture
and had to buy its flour
from the Unite¢ States.

“This country is fertile, it
has a good climate and wa
have human resources to
make it a land green with
plenty.

“Let us join together in
achieving this.”

THIS WAS truly soul-stirr- ;
ing stuff with a faint echo

3
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From The Editer’s Desk

of the Churchillian pathos at
Dunkirk..blcod, sweat . and
toil stuff mixed with last-
ditch fighting on the beaches,
on the sand ‘dunes, every-
where. .But those who know
Ceylon and the .
or rather Sri Lank: apd Sri
Lankians, have doubts, un-
spoken and unsaid, whether
such appeals per sé can move
the people into . attion—
even if famine and starvation
were right on the docrstep.
A benign government, sus-
tained on adult franchise, has

begged, * borrowed and even
“stofen’’ to keep the Sri
Lankian masses happy with
free food and subsidised basic
essentials, and the people
stilk seem to think that the
UF, can do the trick,
We beg at the . doorstep
of every industrialised and
rich’ country, we  borrow
from:the World, Bank and we
virtually “steal’ from the rich
and enterprising in this coun-
try through specially devi-
sed laws to tax and take over,

Now,. there are no¢ more
“rich_to ..'steal”“from and no
more rich to tdx plentifully.
Moreover,- we find it increas-
ingly harder tcr'ﬁo.sow from
the- World Bank or  any
other -internaticnal lending
organisation, and as for do-
nors of free gifts we seem
to have éxhausted the list
of such countries willing to
help Sri Lanka out with out-
right grants. Though a few
are still trickling in, even
the most kindly of donors
have become 2 little chary
of Sri Lanka which has ear-
ned a world-wide reputation
as a little island which has
persisted in living beyond its
-means for the last three de-
cades or. so.

4

Ceylonese, -

The Prime Minister's speech
in Kandy on March 31 was
reported in the Daily Mirror
with a slightly different em-
phasis. Under the heading
P.M. PREDICTS DOOM IF
WE DO NOT GROW MORE
FOOD. This is the report:

“The Prime Minister, Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike yes-
terday warned the nation that
it would have tb face dire
consequences if the people
did not endeavour even at
this juncture to make the
country self-sufficient in food
crops that could be easily
grown locally. The need of
the hour, she said, was speedy
and successful production by
applying themselves to the
task ahead with 2 due sense
of urgency and purpoceful-
ness.

““Mrs. Bandaranaike made
these observations when she
addressec a conference of
officials of the Ministries and
departments of Agriculture
and |rrigation, Members of
Parliament of the Kandy Dis-
trict, representatives of Agri-
cultural Committees and Gov-
ernment Agents held here at
the Trinity College hall,

“This was the second con-
ference on food production
addressed by the Prima
Minister at district levels.
Last week, she addressed a
similar conference in Colo-
mbo.

“She said that the blame
for the present ‘frightening
situation of acute shortages
of essential commaodities,
should be equally shared by
all past governments as well
as the present Goverrment.

‘““She pointed out that
these problems had long pas-
sed the stage of apportioning
blame on any particular gov-
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ernment and the immediate
task was for the people to
work with both dedication
and a spirit of self-sacrifice.

“The present food sherta-
ges, she explained, had been
aggravated by rising prices
in .the world market and
crop failures in other coun-
tries like Burma, Russia and
Pakistan.

“Crop failures were by no
means peculiar to  Ceylon
only: Russia herself had to
depend on America for her
requirements of flour. “‘Sri
Lanka too obtained wheat
flour from America whose
cost can be calculated not
in lakhs but in millions of
rupees, she added.

Mrs. Bandaranaike said that
the foreign exchange position
of the country wes such that
the country could not afford
to meintain buffer stocks for
three or four months. Money
was avzilable to ensure stocks
for just one month.

“They would therefore be
forced to starve if food ship-
ments were delayed. Such
situations should no longer
be tolerated from the point
of view of national self-res-
pzct and sheer survival,

“Suck situations could be
prevented if the peop’e wor-
ked with dedication and
honesty to harness all the
natural resources available in
the country and produce the
maximum possible amount of
the food croprs.

“What was necded in the
present context was short-
term production programme
intended to step up produc-
tior of rice and substjtutes
for flour like yams. sweet
potatoes, manioc, jak, brezd-
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fruit etc,—items which had
sustained the Ceylonese not
so long ago and during World
War |l

“She was gratified to note
that the good response to
the 5-year-Plan and her SOS
call at the beginning cf the
year for intensive production
of short-term substitutes.

Mrs. Bandaranzike said un-
less they imposed restrictions
onthe import of commodi-
ties which could be grown
here the country could never
achieve szlf-sufficiency.

. “'She disclosed that after the
ban of chillie imports, chillie
purchases in the Anuradhapura
district amounted to Rs. 40
million. They chould remember
that this money would have
gone gbroad if they had im-
ported chillies.

“A lot of time, she said:
had already been spent on
mutual recriminations  and
the net result of this was the
country’s problems were being
neglected. It was time now
to remedy these shortcomings.

THE PRIME MINISTER did
not minc: her words. But
people had heard similar pre-
dictions of doom from dif-
ferent Prime Ministers during

the last two decades, but in -

the end the  Government
preduced the rabbits out
of a Gogia Pasha hat.

Incidentally, it must be no-
ted that whilst the  Daily
News report stated that Rs.
4 million worth of chillies
had been purchased from the
Anuradhapura district, the
Daily Mirror (and even its
sister paper the  Times
of Ceylon stated that the
figure was Rs. 40 million.)
And if one adds up the statis-
tics boosted by the SLBC,
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the confusion becomes ever
more astounding,

The PM also made a speech
at the inauguration ceremony
of Bowatenna Complex of the
Mahaveli Project which left

no doubts as to what she’

wanted. The Daily News
report of the speech rezd as
follows:

“Qur land is fertile, our
people educated and intelli-

gent and we have all the
manpower needed. Our cli-
mate is alsc good. All we

need rea'ly is a lictle more
effort to bring about an agri-
caltural revolution in  this
country. For such a revolu-
tion, no blood need be shed.
It is not blood but sweat
that is required to make
this land as green and pros-
perous as it was in the days
of the great Sinhala Kings,
said Mrs. Sirimave Bandara-
naike, Prime Minister, when
she inaugurated the Second
Part of Stage | of the massive
Mahaveli Development Pro-
ject, the Bowatenna Complex.

““Naula in the Laggala elec-
torate, turned completely
blue for this ceremonial oce-
asion as men, women and
children in thousands thron-
ged this small town to greet
Mrs. Bandaranaike. On her
arrival she was received by

the Minister of Irrigation,
Power and Highways, Mr.
Maitripala Senanayake, the

Minister of Social Services, Mr.
T. B. Tennakoon, Mr. Monty
Gopallawa, MP for Laggala.
Mr. H. de S. Manamperi,
Chairman, Mahaveli Develop-
ment Board, Mr. Cyril Gemage
GA, Matale, and Mr. P Siva-

subramaniam, Chief Project
Manager, Bowatenna Com-
plex.

From The Editor's Desk

“The  Prime .Minister inau-
gurated the Bowatenna Pro-
ject by unveiling a comme-
moration plaque, amidst pirith
chanting by the Maha Sangha.
Thereafter, to receive the bles-
sings of the gods to. assure
the . successful completion of
the project she, offered piri-
kara to the Sangha., The
Prime Minister was conduc-
ted in procession by’ various
SLFF .organisations in  the
Laggala electorate to the Sri
Naga Maha Vidyalays, Naula,
where she opened the Indus-
trial and Agricultural Exhi-
bition organised by the
schools of the Laggala Circuit,

“Addressing a public meet-
ing in Naula sponsored by
the Mahaveli Development
Board, Mrs. Bandaranaike dis-
closed that when she inau-

‘gurated the Bowatenna Pro-

ject, she said a silent prayer
that the work be success-
fully completed by 1975, she
said Sri Lanka's greatest mis-
fortune had been her inabi-
lity to produce the food she
needed although ample fer-
tile land and manpower to
cultivate were available.

“Mrs. R-ndaranike said there
were some .people who shou-
ted that there was no flour.
‘True there is a minor short-
age of flour. We need not eat
flour—there are other things
like yams - which  we
can eat, Did we not eat
yams during World. War 2,
at the time we were under
the British? But now some
people criticise our govern-

ment,  After ~having eaten
free rice these idlers scold
the government, she said.

Our critics are mostly those
who do not dc any work.
We spent Rs. 40 million to

5



From the Editor's Desk

import chillies from Pakis-
tan and China. But we have
now stopped imperting chil-
lies from any country.. In
this ‘kanna’ from the NCP
alone the government bought
Rs. I5 million worth of chil-
lies. ~ All" this money now
went to the goviyas (culti-
vators) in this counrry, “and
not to gcviyas in Pakistan
ot China as had been hither-

Lo. :

“l personally=don’t buy chi-
llies, green gram and a variety
of the foodstuffs because |
have grown thém.. We must
cut down our consumption
of wheat flour and substitute
potatoes 2nd- other  yams.
We have decided to give
about six months notice be-
fore we stop the import of
any ‘item cof food so that it
may- not be zaid we did not
give people enough- time to
produce here what swe need,
No more rice will-be im-
ported from next year.

“Appealing . to the goviyas
to cultivate every cgtltivable
inch of land, sha said: “If
the goviyas cin produce that
quantity of rice the import
of which is going to be stop-
ped ‘| am prepared to consi-
der a further increase in the
price paid for -z bushel of
paddy. If the goviyas incresse
théir production now we will
be -able to cut the import
of rice.even this year. Due
to lack cf, exchange our in-
dustries’ are suffering and
thereby development is re-
tarded’’ she said.

Answering the accusation
levelled against the govern-
ment by its critics that it
has failed o fulfil its elec-
tion promise to bring down
the cost of living, Mrs. Ban-
daranaike said that at the

6

time they gave that promise
they never thought that there
would be two severe droughts
one after another. Neither
did they anticipate nor could
they know that imports were
going to cost more and ex-
ports would bring in less.

“The Prime Minister re-
iterated the necessity to
produce food, textiles and
everything that can be pro-
duced locally and said that
before long we will have to
stop the import of texti'es
too.

“If goviyas give their best

we wili not ouly be self-
sufficient in rice but alse
be able toc make Sri Lanka

the granary of the East and
export rice to other coun-
tries as had been done during
the time of Sinhalese Kings,
she added.

THE PRIME MINISTER warts
the people of Sri Lanka to
make the necessary effort tc
bring about ‘an agricultural
revolution.  On Japuary |
this year she proclaimed the
beginning of Production Year
and wanted the people to
grow more food, plant more
trees and increase produc
tion in every way. (The
only sector in which produc-
tion was to be curtailed was
in regard to children—ana
family planning has now been

given official UF  blassing
too.)
Tribune had pointed out

that the UF was seeking to
revive the Grow More Food
Drive of Dudley Senanayzke
which he had inaugurated dur-
ing the reign of the UNP
between 1965-70. The UF
had damned the czmpaign
whilst it was in the Opposi-
tion and when it came to
power in 1970 had put the
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drive into cold storage. It
thought that the UNP orga-
nised grow more food cam-
paign was a bourgeois capita-
list effort and that it should
be liquidated. Whatever
limited and minimal success
the Dudley Senanayake cam-
paign had achieved were des-
troyed whilst, the basis for
what may be termed UF
socialism was laid.

Now this has been done.
We have a new Constitution
(a brand new unique one.)
The Land Reform Act and
the Agricultural Productivity
Act have effected changes in
the  agricultural  sector—
changes which are said to
be in the direction of ‘‘socia-
lism”. The ceiling on incomes
and houses, the heavy taxa-
tion on all those who had
been producing wealth so far,
the business take-over legis-
lation and a whole series of
other regulations under the
special powers of the Public
Security (Emergency) Act are
also claimed tc be “‘progres-
sive’” legislation which will
induce the common masses
to work harder and produce
morse. And we have been
thrust into the era of the
Press Council where “‘truth”
may acquire a new connota-
tion.

And because such legisla-
tion did not automatically
induce greater effort and
greater production, the Prime
Minizter (and some of her ent-
erprising Ministers) have begun
to make speeches pointing
out that it was time the peo-
ple started working harder.
If they did not work harder
and bring about an agricul-
tural revolution, it would be
doom and perdition.
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From The Editor's Desk

The old order has indeed
been successfully destroy-
ed "by the United Front
and its legislation. But,
unfortunately, the UF has
not yet created something
new to replace the produc-
tive machinery which has
been destroyed. Pragmati-
cally practica! people. even
though wedded to slogans
and particular isms, always
make sure that they have
some alternative (a better
one) before liquidating
samething which they do
not like, or think unsuitable
or outdated.

But, in this case, there
was no alternative ready
te replace what was des-

t-oyed. The ‘radical”
legislaticn  taking  this
country towards ‘‘sccia-

lism” by itself offer no
alternative. With the re-
sult production has actu-
ally gone down on a nat-
icnal level and blaming
external world conditions
will not be of any avail.
In these circumstances, the
Prime Minister has set out
te evoke enthusiasm and
activity from ‘the people,
by telling them that star-
vation, famine and damn-
ation was round the cor-

ner, unless they worked
harder.
Can such speeches, how-

ever numerous and however
vigorous, produce the desired
results? Can import bans by
themse!ves bring new and
increased production?
the sections and groups, how-
ever numerically [large, who
are expected to benefit by
the UF legislztion willing and
cepable of producing mcre?

Is the capacity to vote in
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a particular way at an elec-
tion a guarantee that such
voters, nursed and nouris-
shed on free gifts and subs-
idies, will be able to’ effect
an agricultural revolution?
Will a2 country, without gen-
uine national unity and a

cohesive manpower pool, be |

able to save the nation and
the country! Can the Anu-
radhapura district and the
Sinhalese zlone bring about a

major agricultural revolution?’

Can this country register any
progress if the agricultural
proletariat of Indian Tamil
origin in the plantations is
discarded and thrown away
on the dustheap? Will it be
enough for our economy if
we produce a few more chil-
lies and onions  whilst
our big foreign exchange ear-
ners like tea and coconut
go to the dogs!?

These are questions people
have begun to ask, and there
is no getting away fron them,

WITH THIS |ISSUE WE
COMPLETE THE 60-NUM-
BER VOLUME 7 WE
BEGAN ON JUNE 30,
1972.

WITH OUR NEXT
ISSUE ON  APRIL 20,

1973, WE BEGIN YOLUME
18.

Tribunania

Planned Economy
and P[amied :
Parenlhood

“UNLESS we solve this prob-
lem (of the population ex-
plosicn) we will be reduced
to cannibalism in another 30
years,”” Professor ~ Emeritus
Dr. C. C. de Silva has said
at a seminar held under the
auspices of the Ceylon Medi-
cal Association and the Family
Planning Association.  (Daily
Mirror, 28th March)

“Investment in family plan-
ning and population policies
is certainly bound to yield
more suhstantial results to
humanity than  organising
celestial  trips for men and
mice,”” Labour Minister M.P.
de Z. Siriwardena has said
inatgurating a Labour manage-
ment seminar on Population
and Family Planning jointly
sponsored by the -Depart-
ment of Labour and. the’ In-
ternational Labour--Organisa-
tion. (Times of Ceylon, 29h
March)

Mrs. Siva Obeysekera, De-
puty Minister of Health, has
declared at the same seminar
that “‘a third child in any
family should be considered
a luxury, and the fourth and
fifth should be considered
anti-social acts."” (Daily
Mirror, 29th March)

IT WOULD appuar from all
this that the powers that be
have at long last realised the
need for planned parenthood

7
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as part and parcel of the

., planned economy _ about
which they so much talk
about.  Obviously, planned

parenthood cannot be a subs-
titute for a planned economy.
But, properly implemented,
‘a planned parenthood policy
can and must be utilized
within the broader -scheme
of a planned economy to raise
living standards of the.people
and achieve national = deve-

»

lopment. e

Ceylon’s population has
more than doubled within
the last 50 years,- The indi-
cations "are that, given the
present rate, of increase in
population, it will double
again in the next 25 years.
Certain characteristics of the
population explosion peculiar
to Ceylon have not received

the attention it _ deserves
from the authorities con-

cerred.

In the Western countries
both the birth and death
rates were high before they
began their economic deve-
lopment. ~ With economic
development, beth birth and
death rates declined gradually,

the fernier due to social
consequences flowing from
economic change, tive latter
due to improvements in
transport. and communication
resulting in more regular
food supplies.  Thus, the

“population  growth was kept
within manageable limits.
Whatevér increase in popu-
lation there was, was accom-
panied by economic growth
too. This was consistent with
rising living standards.

IN OUR OWN COUNTRY,
on the other hand, thanks

8

to DDT and other develop-
ments in the field of medi-
cine, we achieved within a
few years a fall in the death
rate which the West took
many decades to attain. But
whereas we achieved a fall
in the death rate much fas-
ter than the West, we failed
to follow the West in achjev-
ing a comparable decline in
the birth rate, this was due
mainly to our functioning
within an agrarian  system
with its deep-rooted customs
and traditions and partiality
for large families.

The result was a pheno-
menal growth in the expan-
sion of the population which
was unparalleled not only in

the West but even in the
whole Asian region. Till
recently, Sri Lanka trailed
only behind Taiwan in the
percentage growth of her
population,

The highest birth rates,

here as in other developing
countries, appears to be
among the low-income groups.
According to a survey made
in 1969-70, of the mothers
who had 5 or more children,
as many as 63 per cent were
in families with an income of
less than Rs. 200 a month.
(Such families constitute 40
per cent of the total). No
wonder some wit has crac-
kea that while the rich get
richer, the poor get children!

What of the future? It has
been calculated that of all
births, 76 per cent have been
to mothers of the 20-34 age
group.  Since this group
which totalled 1,467,000 in
1971 is expected to rise to
1,991,000 by 1981, given the
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existing family patterns, the
annual number of births is
expected to soar from the
present figure of about
370,000 to over 500,000.
According to population pro-
jections based cn these data,
Sri Lanka's population is ex-
pected to rise to about 20
million by 1981. This is bound
to have a tremendous effect
on the general pattern of
economic development here.

WE CANNOT say that we
had not been warned.

The first Woarld Bank
Mission which visited the
Island as far bick a; 952
wrote in their report: “If
the present rate of increase
is not checked it will be
only a few years before the
population problem will be
felt very keenly and very
obviously. The new land
available for cultivation, al-
though considerable, is limi-
ted; and the development of
new resources and means of
employment through industri-

alisation is bound to be
slow, The economic develop-
ments which are in sight

can take care of the natural
increase of population fer
only a very few years, after
which continuation of that
increase can only be at the
expense of the health and
the standard of living of the
people.  Unless serious at-
tenticn is paid at once to the
population problems, the
next generation will be living
under worse, not better
sanitary cenditions and will
be worse, not better fed
than the present.”

They recommended that
the Government of Ceylop
should therefore, boldly dee.

TRIBUNE April 10, 1973



lare in favour of family plan-
ning in the interests of both
parents and the coming
generation and that informa-
tion on family planning and
facilities for it should be
made available, in due course,
at all government hospitals,
dispensaries and centres.

But, unfortunately, due
to opposition from the
Catholic Church to whom
the Government then in
power was much obliged
nothing was done to give
effect to the recommenda-
tions of the World Bank

Mission. Family planning
was left a matter only
for private bodies to

pursue.

Then the “Ten Year Plan’ re-
port prepared by the Natio-
nal Planning Council headed
by Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandara-
naike, the then Prime Minis-
ter, also devoted considerable
space to this crucial problem.
This report said: “‘Population

increases promote fragmen-
tation and a reduction in the
size of individual holdings.

Quite apart from the possi-
bilities of mechanisation, this
factor alone would tend to
' reduce the advantages hit-
herto provided by the large
agricultural family. The
spread of education and lite-
racy would also exert an
influence in a similar direc-
tion since these promote a
greater awareness of higher
standards.”

THE REPORT went on to
say that “‘the purpose of a
family  planning  campaign
should be to encourage and
aid attitudes and outlooks that
may otherwise be slow in
emerging. The course of
the birth rate could in this
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way be made different to
what it may otherwise be.”

Remarking that “a begin-
ning has already been made
in Ceylon in this direction”,
the report came to the con-
clusion that ‘‘the time is

opportune for tackling the |

problem on a far bigger scale
....it is desirable that the
whole question of population
policy in all its aspects be
made the subject of nation-
wide  discussion  perhaps
through the medium of a
competent Committee  of
{nquiry. Such a committee
should receive evidence from
the public, undertake statis-
tical studies, analyse the eco-
nomic implications of popu-
lation growth and present
the details of a future pro-
gramme of action.”

Such a programme of ac-
tion, needless to say, has still
to see the light of day.

The latest to join the Jere-
miahs who predict doom if
we do not purposefully con-
trol our population growth
is the Ministry ot Planning
and Employment in  their
“Five Year Plan" report for
1972-76.  Says this report:
“The rate of population
growth has important impli-
cations for development policy
....Even the present [evel
of births has led to heavy
strain on the country’s re-
sources. In the circumstan-
ces the importance of family
planning work cannot  be
over emphasised.. ..

“Activities connected with
family planning have been
carried out in Ceylon by the
Family Planning Association
from 1953 and by the Minis-
try of Health from [965. But
what has been done so far

Tribunania

in this field appears to be
insignificant in  relation to
the magnitude. of the prob-
lem.” 7

It recommended that faci-
lities for family planning
should be made available to
all groups in the popuiation
and “not be confined to the
privileged sections of society.”

If the Ministerial and De-
puty ifinisterial utterances at
the recent -seminar .dre any
indication that the Govern-
ment is now alive: to the
magnitude of the problem
and is set to tackle it in dead
earnest, that is a marter that
will be welcomed by all
those who have the interests
of the nation. at heart.
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THE NEW FARM

SHAMBA _
Building the Hut:

Clearing and Planting

FEBRIJARY 17 - 28

"By . ANATORY BUKOBA

February 17,

TODAY | continued ~tlearing
the long: grass and the weeds,
which included a few thorny
bushes, and | must say that
what | clearéd ‘looked nice

after | had done.it. The
land, as- it adjoins the road,
is in two parts, one has
trees, big thorns and al-
most impenetrable  shrub;
the other has grass and
weeds and a few thorny

bushes. " :It is this |atter part
that has the dhiul (wood-
apple) trees. The other part
I have not -explored” properly
yet, although | have walked
«all round the land., -

As an afterthoughs¢, before
I left, | turned back the grass
and the rubbish which | had
cut before, and rolled it
back with the-Katha, away
from the road thus leaving
the shorter " grass under=
neath exposed. .. This grass
protected as it kas been, the
last few. days by the cut
grass on. the top of it, looks
quite green' now, inspite of
the hot sun during the day

and the complete lack of
rain.  The grass before |
cut it,- had certainly not

locked as green as that. The
total effect has been to make
the road, much wider, and
someone even suggested that
it would be logical if | did
the other side: of the road,
too, even though the vege-
tation on that side is much
thicker.
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From a purely aesthetic
point of view, | think it is
a good idea, although it is
not my land, and as the clear-
ing would only entail an
edge, afew feet deep from the
road itself, | cannot see any-
body objecting. | hope to
put up the house tomorrow.
and | widened the space

«where the house it so stand.

This morning | was able to
buy a further forty cadjans.

February 20,

Someone, in my absence,
tried setting fire to the grass
verge just short of my land,
and afew feet short of the
point where | had started
clearing it myself. Fortunate-
ly to my way of thinking, the
fire had not spread very far,
but, in 2 way, | am glad who-
ever it was who had done it,
had tried it because it sho-

wed the difference, at a
glance  between our two
methods of clearing, bet-

ween his, the traditional far-
mer's way, and mine which
| would call, the gardener’s
way. His looked an awful
mess and it will continue
to look this until there have
been several showers of rain
and the grass has grown
again, a sort of scorched
earth policy while the effects
of my way look nice, no
black marks - or scorched
earth, the grass still there,
the short grass green all
ready to sprout or grow
again at the first shower of
rain.
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A word here may not be
amiss about the Government
structure for controlling landin
the country parts. At the
top of the hierachly with di-
rect access to the Govern-
ment Agent of the district,
in ours, at any rate, is the
Divisional Land Officer, the
D.L.O. as he is always known.
He is usually to be found
in his division. Under him
there are Colonization Officers,
the C.O. as he is called
and | once interpreted th.s,
on mis-information | think,
as Cultivation Officer, which
pethaps, would more des-
cribe his duties. Under the
C.O. there may be some
Land Development Officers,
the L.D.O. There are other
people, the D.R.O. and Grama
Sevaka, who have different
functions. D.R.O. stands for
Divisional Revenue Officer and
he would, | think, come
under the Assistant Govern-
ment Agzent.

February 21:

THIS AFTERNOON
I noticed smoke com-
ing from what must surely
be the farm, and hurried
in to see the damage. There
was a fire all right, and |
went to the nearest house
to fetch a katha to beat out
the flames and to cut what
dry vegetation | could to
stop the fire from spread-
ing. The wind had control
and the fire was spreading
merrily before it. It did
not take me long, once |
had the katha, to put it out.
The fire must have started
just before | had first seen it,
and although | did not see
anyone around when | [ad
first arrived on the scene.

| met two men coming
from that direction when |
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was returning with the katha
to put it out. | had only
the time to ask them the
briefest of questions, and it
was only later that | became
fully convinced that they
must have been responsi-
ble. It appears from infor-
mation | gathered from other
people that t here was a large
bee hive in a tree close
to the place, which | could
tell from the wind's direc-
tion, the fire must have been
first kindled. The men must
have lit a fire to smoke the
bees away and to collect the
hive, and they must have
then thrown the fire away
on the dry grass. They were
probably in hiding when |
first came, and then returned
by the road with the hive
all wrapped up in a cloth.

February 22:

Two of us starced
at about five p.m.
last evening to build a house
and we finished up by build-
ing something that looks
more like a wigwam, but
covered with pol athu. We
cut three forked sticks of
varying thickness and ano-
ther long pole, which came
in- useful. It was not long
- béfore it was dark and most
of the tying of the cadjans
had to be done by torchlight,
the moon not having risen yet,

The ‘house’ completed, we
retired to a boutique for a
cup of tea, and we came
back armed with a kalla
geddi, which we filled up on
the way, a lamp, a2 box of

matches and some of our
luggage. We had a clay cup
between the two of us.

When | saw the apex of the
house this morning, | was
glad it had not rained. St.
Patrick warded off the ser-
pents. Here am | writing
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these notes, while our num-
bers, swelled by two more,
are busy outside the wigwam
in construction of a more
comfortable house, | hope.

Our meals at the moment
are plantains and bread and
water as there is no sugar
to be had almost anywhere
for tea. We might get sugar
at a co-operative, though that

is by no means certain, but-

| have no intention of doing
the walk there. It is too far
away. In collecting the wood
for a house one is torn bet-
ween what wood to take
and what trees to leave. |
would rather leave nearly
all that could be suitable for
us, but then there would
be no house.

SENT AWAY was |' to get
some nails, and | got some
more bread and plantains,
too, some tea, and someone
with whom | am a favourite
spared me some sugar. We
shall be able to brew our
own tea now instead of get-
ting it all at the kadday or
doing without. Some kaddays
here no longer serve tea be-
cause of the shortage of sugar.
| also got an attili and cover
to brew the tea.

When | got back | found
that no work had been done.
| had collected someone else
on the way and two of the
‘casuals’ were missing. |
started to get things going.
One of the others came back.
The house, as | said some
time back, was to consist
of a room and a verandah.
We hoped to get one or
the other built tonight. Six
posts were up, and a seventh
post had still to be cut,
plus about five more sticks
of wood.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

The New Farm

Then came' a shower of
rain as made us stop, and
the four of us, mo five, as
we were for a short time,
got wet in the house | slept
in last night—the wigwam,
The rain stopped .enough. for
us to get going  again and
with ‘the threat of another
heavy shower, we worked
very fast to make something

- to sleep in for tonight, and

it is in that | ain writing
this now. |t is a nice littje
affair and we have made wse
of two of the six standing
posts to construct it. One
end has been shut up, which
will not help with the mos-
quitoes. ER

Well, it has started raining.
Good for the crops perhaps
and we are snug. The earth
was so hard when we dug

holes to take the posts this-

morning, that we had to

pour water on the six places,

after scooping away a little
earth, to make the rest
more plizble.

It must be dull work for
a person who does not write.
| have at least this to do
when | have - nothing - else
to occupy me.  Our tempo-
rary house has conie 1n useful,
too. Somee-e- has come in to
shelter from <the rain, He
was on his way to bathe.

February 23:

Today we summoned
our baas and the
baas’ mate and with the four
of us we got started fairly
early on making our cadjan
house. The one we slept
in last night was rapidly dis-
mantled.  After we  had
carried our things outside
and left them in the sun,
we worked with an eye on
the clock, that is, on the
rain and that about which
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we were so sure, failed to
materialize.

THE STYLE of the house' was
changed slightly and two new
posts went up instead of one.
There were three beams or
yota lees to'go up, and six
paralas and - these -took time
and then the cadjans .went
up, really fast. The walls
went up too, and our veran-
dah was partially made into
a one-roomed, house. It is
rather small, but there is
enough head-room which was
not the case with our house
“last night.

Tired after our work, we
did not give. ourselves eno-
ugh time to put up massas
to sleep on, and we are still
on the floor. Our ‘boss’ or
critique came round tonight,
and. he " thought the taller
posts not tall enough, and
he wants- higher opes to ge
dp tomorrow. If we do that
it will mean taking "the roof
down again. Ouar room has
to be done tomorrow. The
make — shift kitchen® or fire
place took no time and it
is an outdoor one. Tea was
what we had first,

The mosquitods are a nui-
sanze. ~ Cnce’ we clear back
the scrub, so _as to have
an open $pacé . rotnd the
house they may not be so
bad. -Two dhiul trees and
one myla tree give us shade
during the morning. A lit-
tle long brown .snake and |
were on a collision course,
but it turned and made off
very rapidly. The neighbours
seem actually pleased that our
house has gone up.

February 24.

.Well, it has been
three shirts torn in
three days, the first | know
-not how, but it was probably
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done crawling through thorns
looking for timber for the
house; the second seems to
have been done by hanging
the shirt to dry on a thorn
bush, and you can judge how
vicious the thorn, because
barbed-wire never does this.
The third time | nearly tore
myself, too, because the shirt
and my shoulder came up
against the pointed rafter of
our house. .

THE MORNING was fairly
inactive, and | did some clear-
ing up, making various piles
of what | had cut before,
the thorns in one place, the
really sharp thorn, not the
rubbish because | think this
sharp- thorn might be used
to protect the vegetables; we
set fire to one of the heaps
tonight and watched it for
awhile in case the fire
spread too much. The place
looked much tidier after
| had done, and we shall
have to walt till tomorrow
to see what it looks like
after the fire.

When most of the heat
of the afternoon had gone
off we got started on the
house again, the same four
people.  Firstly, the temp-
rary wall had to come down.
Four beams or rafters went
up. Cadjan was tied on, fac-
ing three ways, the first
time | have seen it done.
Then the wall connecting the
newly constructed room and
the verandah went up again,
this time in two sections,
leaving space for a door.
The final stages were rather

chaotic. We had seven peo-
ple, an addition of three
more, often in a confined

space and the two youngest
| kept sending out. Then
the last and .sixth bundle of
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cadjans contained a live
mouse and it escaped into
the house, and fortunately
one of our members was able
to prise it out. It does not
need saying, it was killed
or we would have ended up
by having many mice.
February 25:

It was bitterly cold
last night, and it re-
mained so until the sun came
up. We took it easy this
morning as we should, it
being a day when people
bathe in the morning rather
than in the evening, and |
swept up the mess outside, .
made by our house building.
WE SEEM to have an economy
which though it gives us no

luxuries can expand in a
moment to take in double
our number for a meal. | do

not know how we do it, but ’
our doing it shows it can be
done. | do not think well to
do houses can do it at all.

This evening | bought four
large fish for Rs. [/-. For
the first time we needed
a plate and the chatty lid of
the pot we cooked the fish’
in did us for one—so gathe-
red round the inverted lid
we all put our fingers into
the same dish. Three of
us ate, and the fourth, |
thought was too finicky or
horrified to join us, When
we were again alone, | dis-
covered that it was not the
absence of plates that worried
him but the fact that the
fish was cooked in salt and
not with chillies.

We ate as Moslems do in
North Africa, at least on
ceremonial occasions, as dur-
ing Ramazan. We, however,
because of the very bony
nature of our meal, were
taking almost as much food
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out of our mouths as we
were putting in, but we did
not hesitate to put our hands
back in the dish, nor did
we mind anybody else doing
so. The food we took out
the reader will be glad to
know went into another re-
ceptacle and not on 1o the
floor. This was a refinement
that | insisted on, and it was so.
February 26:

Our work has
really begun, it seems
one of the first things | did
this morning was to fetch
two young plantain trees, of
the kind that produces fruit
that is used only to cook.
They will be sown tomorrow.

LATE in the morning |
fetched two even younger
plants, also plantains, of the
kind that is called ambul.
For each of these four shoots
| paid twenty five cents. One
of the people involved in
the transaction threw in a
jak plant for good measure
and also a young plant of
another fruit which | shall
name later. The holes for
both jak and this other have
been dug and watered.

Clearing has gone on apace
‘and much faster and with
the clearing the mosquitoes
have retreated. One of us
clears and the other gathers
up what has been cut into

peaks, for burning. It is
only in this way that we
can save the little pallas

mostly of dhiul from being
burnt. Of course, what has
been gathered is still green.
It would have been better
if it had been left to dry in
the sun for a day or two
first, and some of the heaps
may have to be spread outa
little again to dry before it
can be burnt. This  way,
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however, we got more com-
fort from the work done.
We see not only the progress
we make, but it gives the
man clearing more room to
manoeuvre, His working bare
foot on vert thorny ground-
made more thorny after the
thorns have been cut. People
say it is only soles made of
Sambur hide that can resist
these thorns and |
believe them.

February 27:
Another cold nights. Night
can be very cold in the Dry

Zone, Rivers steam in the
early morning cold.
Clearing went on apace.

We cut round several young
dhiul plants, not yet  big
enough to be called tree.
and we tried, to pile the
weeds, the grass and the
thorns to be burnt far enough
from them to save them
from the heat of the fires.
The heaps were burnt to-
night, and we shall have to

wait till tomorrow to know
if there is any damage. The
person who clears, works

barefoot among all the thorns,
He does this to save his
sandals from damage.

We have been existing on
plantains and bread for a week.
Bread is forty-five cents a
pound, and plantains seldom
cost less than fifteen cents
each if they are koli-kutu
which they nearly always are.
Ambul! plantains may cost only
seven or eight cents if you
are lucky. It seems we have
no authorised dealers in rice
in our neighbourhood because
there is no rice to be had.

Dung | collected straight
from where two cattle were
tied up, and there was enough
to fill up a broken attili.
| had to pick up the stuff
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can well
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with my_ hand, which is the
only way to pick it up if
one is not to be too finicky.
The dung went into. the
holes prepared: for *our two
trees. The jak plant is a
tiny one, and after, the: two
trees were planted the soil

around  both were covered
with straw or rather the
dried . grass| had saved ~ for

just this purpose. We marked
the two spots ou: with stones.

February 28:

Lawulu  is - the
of the fruit tree
that we planted yesterday
with the jak. The fruit of
this tree is yellow, and my
recollection is that it has a
sweet rather sickly taste, and
that therefore, you cannot
eat too much of it at a time.

TODAY our four plantain
trees went in. Two are
allu kessel the kind that was
to be cocked before it can
be eaten, and the other two
are antbul We planted them
fairly” close together, among
the dhjul bushes. One idea
is to let them give. each
other as much  protection
from the sun gs- possible, We
planted them’ this -zvening,
and it was abdut dark by
the time =~e watered them.
So our place 'looks like -a
farm at least, ‘exactly. twenty
two days after | just took
the land over. | had hoped.
to sow paddy on my second
day here, but there is not
much one can do alone, and
at the moment we are con-
centrating more on fruit.

A friend brought us a
mango plant toda;, some
murunga saplings and some
papaw plants. . These will
have to go in tomorrow.
Now that we have some trees

(Continued on Page_fé)

name
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THIS BUSINESS OF CHILDREN

Minus

into Minus is Plus,

But D‘onsl. Ask \Vlly

PROFZSSOR C. C, de SILVA,
our distinguished paediatrician,
is suddenly the Hero of
the Hour, quite possibly even
the Man of the Yeait - He
has become some sort of
instant celebrity ‘in thé& land
aftrer roundly denouncing the
concept of examinations, pri-
vate tuition” and_ homework
for school - children. True,
there haven’t been any public
celebrations “yet, but that's
probably because parents are
not normally given to acting
like. children.

. The kids too have taken
‘it pretty cool,'| must say—
but, that again is probably
"pecause children . these days
dont behave |ike  children,
either.. Precisely what they
behave like is a maot point,
and there are as ‘many - opi-
nions as there are over—
40s. And under-20s.

In -the absence of any ob-
vious signs .it's difficult to
_know if children are deligh-
ted or not wijtk=the Profes-
sor’s -suggesticiis.  But at
the risk of appearing to go
olt on a limb, I'd say that
parents are positively delir-
ious with -joyful anticipation—
if our house is anything to
.go by.. The consensus among
Sri Lanka’s old folks at home
would seem to be that the
Professor has come out soli-
dly on the side of the parents
and struck a long-overdue
blow for sanity.

It's too early to say yet,
but the fervent hope is that
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By CANAX.

the Professor isn't too late
to save the institution of
marriage and the concept of
family life as we have come
to know, love and cherish.
If not, it's worse_than useless
NM frittering away his old
age trying to give this coun-
try a strong economy. This
country derives its strength
primarily from the rural
masses, as the Government
keeps reminding one and all,
itself, included and it’s fami-
lies who nake up the masses.

Goodness knows, even if
our Education Ministry
doesn’t, that parents have
enough problems as it s
(relating to each other, for
instance, and to the realities
of a life beset with short-
ages) without the kids having
to add to them with their
homework.

THE PROFESSOR (bless him)
has given voice to something
parents have known all along
but were afraid to talk about
or place on record. The
point he made was that exa-
minations do not assess a
child's knowledge or intelli-
gence.  Only parents who
have sweated while their
children sat for exams will
appreciate the full significance
of that deceptively simple
point. A child sits for an
exam only so the authorities
can assess the knowledge and
intelligence of its parents.

It has got so that most child-.

ren now know it it not they
who are on trial, and nume-
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From The Easy Chair

rous terrifying instances have
come to light of kids using
this knowledge to effectively
hold parents to ransom.
Legal circles say the law is
helpless, since most parents
prefer to suffer in silence.

Malay Street will no doubt
dismiss this as pure conjec-
ture (and one disproved by
its own achievements) but
I'm certain it's not possible
to fool all the parents all
the time. Some of us simply
don't bother to show we've
cottoned on. The real pur-
pose of exams, Dr. Mahmud
notwithstanding, is to show
up parents who should never
have become parents in the
first place if they had any
love for their country and
its future. Said one parent,
who begged to remain ano-
nymous: “My wife and | have
made a conscious effort to
be alive to our responsibi-
lities as parents. We have
tried to give all twelve of
our children a loving home,
a good school and adequate
pocket money, so that they
can grow up into usefu.l,
responsible citizens, We do
all this, and are still found
wanting—because we can’'t do
their homework as well.”

A leading psychiatrist, who
welcomed the Professor’s ob-
servations, was quite empha-
tic about the grave dangers
inherent in our current edu-
cational  modus  operandi.
Examinations and homework
were the monstrous inven-
tions of sick minds, he said,
and would cause lasting per-
sonality  defects.  “‘Parents
will grow into second child-
hood with a deep senra of
insecurity that could have dis-
astrous consequences for a
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Frem The Easy Chair
developing nation such as
ours,’ he added,

Another well-known figure,
well-known for two-timing as
a  sociologist - cum - political
scientist, took it from there.
His evaluation of the situa-
tion was a disturbing one,
for the way he sees it, the
type of old people this
country will be saddled with
in the next decade or two
will be wvastly inferior to
what we are now fortunate
to boast of. The old of the
future will be nowhere near
the same calibre as our lead-
ers of today and won't have
any hang-ups about Marx or
Lenin, or even Trotsky.
They'll have the same com-
mon-or-garden  hang-ups as
everybody else, he feels, so
it'll mean goodbye to leader-
ship.

The type of future non-
leader this country is pro-
ducing today can be observed
from what is happening in
one, typical Sri Lanka home,
Mine. The way things are
going, I'm lucky | still have

a family to call my own.
Now read on......

'OUR  DAUGHTER  comes

" home from school one eve-

“Tea-~

ning and announces,
you.”

cher wants to see

“That’s the most direct in-
vitation I've ever had from a
woman,” | say to my wife,
trying to make light of the
summons. ‘I can’t believe
it, so she must be wanting
to see you.’

““Why me?” cries my wife,
“l don’t even know her!”
“Probably wants to talk
about the child’s clothes,” |
suggest.
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“What's wrong with her
clothes?”’ she demands.
“She’s as dirty as the next
child, isn't she?’ Then turn-
ing to the girl she asks hope-
fully, ““Teacher really wanted
to see daddy, no?"

With
child can't help but recollect
with frightening clarity.
“Yes,"” she answers with total
recall, “'she told to tell daddy."

“Look, darling,” I say, as-
suming my most down-to-
earth tone, "we're in this
together for better for worse,
remember? So why don’t we
both see her?”

“l could have remained
unmarried,”” she says bitterly.

““And have a child? Well,
it’'s been done before."

There seems nothing else
to do but face up to the
problem like the man | was,
or the one my wife knew
me to be, though the diff-
ernce may be hardly worth
mentioning. In her view,
that is,

“So the teacher wants to
see me, huh?' | say defian-
tly. “If that's what she wants,
that’s what she’s gonna get.”

“Don’t go making a fool
of me,” says my wife appre-
hensively.

| assure her on that point.
“Don’t worry,"” | say, “Ill
only make a fool of myself,
so she can draw her own
conclusion about  anybody
else.”

My wife starts to cry,
which | think is a foolish
thing to do, though | don’t
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such assistance the *

tell her sp. Instead | ask
the kid, “Why does your
teacher want to _see me?”

“Because you don't do my
homework.” You could have
knocked me down with a
feather (but | know you won't
because feathers are so hard
to come by.) Why, it was
only the day before | was
trying, but without the same
degree of success .as NM,
to do a bit of deficit budgeting
at home when my daughter
asks for help.

“That's right,” | remember
saying without wasting ano-
ther, *minus into minus
equals plus.”

But that’s not good enough

for her. She wants to know
why. 2

“Because that's what - my
teacher taught me!” 1 shout.

“That’s no answer,”” my
wife rebukes me. “In any
case you don’t have to vyell.
Just explain why .minus into
minus equals ‘plus.”

“l would if 1 could, but |
can’t,”” |- provest, ‘ adding in
an attempt to’ wrest the ini-
tiative, “You know I'm - forty
now and | still haven't asked
myself or anybody else a
silly question like that. So -
why can’t she be like me?"’

“You mean you
don't know?"

attually

“All right, so our daughter
has the village idiot for a
father. Now why don't you
give her a helping hand?”’

Continued on page 22
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Southeast Asia

SITHEAST A310

Pe](ing's Smi[ing Diplomacy and

ASEAN

Singapore,

THERE is a great deal of
undertone speculation “a:nd
talk in Government circles
here about. the "impacc of
the new China of the post
Lin Piao era  .on the. coun-
tries in this region. An
article in the Financial Times,
reproduced in the Far Eastern
Economic Reyview of March 19
has been discussed in impor-
tant circles. The article was
by .Michael Kalinski, and was
spécially. written to review
the relations between China
and Hongkong under the title
4FFABLE PEKING /,«ND 1997
—when the lease .for the
New Territoriess  adjoining
.Hongkong will end.

The New

(Contiriued from page [3)
_planted” and it is the dry
“sedson we are-going to have
our time cut out watering

Farm

" “them, until their_roots take

a hold. All the water has to
be‘lugged up from the river,
and we . are using an attili
to do "it.. Fortunately we
are right beside the river.
With all this,  clearing will
still have to go on. The
wood-apple tree that some-
body burnt or rather scorched
when he threw the firewood
away that he had used to
collect horey by scaring
off the bees, looks an awful
sight. The tree is so big
we shall allow it to remain.
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Countries.

from

A Special Correspondent

This is how he began his
piece:

“The new smiling diploma-
tic face of Peking -became one
of the favourite journalistic
cliches of 1972.  And like
most cliches there was a mea-
sure of truth in it. China
had, for some time past, been
re-adjusting her approach to-
wards the outside world but
President Nixon's visit to
Peking in February, followed
in September by the establi-
shing of diplomatic relations
with lapan, were dramatic
events which attracted world
wide attention and had equa-
ally far-reaching repercussions.
In the course of 1972
a further nineteen countries
either established or resumed
diplomatic relations with
China, bringing the total at
the end of the year to 85.
And in a dispatch on Sep-
tember 30, issued just before
National Day, the New China
News Agency gave a head
count for the first  nine
months of the year to 500

delegations from over 90
countries.
“But there is more to

China's new lease of diplo-
matic life than a crude count-
ing of heads. The efforts
Peking has put in to receive
and cultivate these people are
tangible evidence of the
Chinese wish to play a more
active role in world affairs.
China is now committed to
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a degree of diplomatic, eco--
nomic and cultural " involve-
ment with other countries.
which successsive administra-
tions will not find easy to
disrupt lightly."

After surveying the histor- -
cal background of Hongkong's'

relations with China, the
writer draws attention to
Hongkong’s  usefulness = to
Peking. ‘“‘In spite of their
very local ideologicai  dis-
approval of the situation,

the Chinese Government in
Peking finds many advantages’
in operating from Hongkong
under the present arrange-
ments. |t provides a conve-
nient base from which it can
reap the benefits of capita-
lism while preserving the rest
of China from contamination.
Hongkong has always been
the major source of foreign
exchange for the Chinese
Government.  The political
climate has changed beyond.
recognition from the days of
confrontation during the Cul-
tural Revolution. The com-
munists in Hongkong are now
once more smiling and shak-
ing hands with everyone, and
no longer seek every opportu-
nity to revile and obstruct
the Hongkong Government.
This tactical change of style is
viewed with suspicion by
many, but is nonetheless wel-
come.”

THERE IS no doubt that
there is 2 widespread trend in
the South-eastern region for
countries to hormalise Trela-
tions with China. At the
recent ASEAN meeting in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia took
the initiative in  wanting
member countries to normalise
relations with Hanoi and
Peking. Although there was
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some consensus about
with Hanoi, there was
_ agreement about
with China.

ties
no
relations

Singapore was the main
stumbling block to a common
ASEAN approach to ties with
Peking. The Indonesians,
whose generals until recen-
tly opposed thawing its fro-
zen relations with Peking,
have softened their stand,
according  to authoritative
sources.  President Suharto
in early March said, in the
course of his formal address
to the Indonisian Congress,
that his government was wil-
ling to resume diplomatic re-
lations with China provided
Peking stopped giving aid to
former Indonesian Communist
Party leaders involved
in the 1965 coup. But there
is no evidence of such re-think-
ing in Singapore.

Senior Singapore officials
have told Malaysia of their
general reluctance to follow
the trend. They feel that
ASEAN nations have  not
considered fully the security
implications of the  move
which could give the largely
communist underground a
propaganda fillip  even if
" Peking withdraws its moral
* and material aid—a ' move
they feel it may not be able
" to make.

‘Singapore Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew has publicly
reversed his earlier stand
that his government would
recognise Peking as soon as
either Malaysia or Indonesia
did. But during his recent
European tour, he said it
might not do so even if the
other four ASEAN countries
did. One Singapore official
said the three factors govern-
ing ties with China are: a)
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whether Singaporeans regard
themselves as an extension
of China; b) whether the
neighbouring countries, not-
ably Indonesia and Malaysia,
regard the republic in that
light, and c) whether China
regards the island as an ex-
tension of itself. With the
island's population overwhel-
mingly (74%) Chinese, the
Government does not want

to be tagged a ‘Third China,” -

he said.

IT MUST, however, be noted
that what happens in Indonesia
is of great importance in this
region. Reference has already
been made to President
Suharto’s references to ties
with China in his speech in
the newly constituted Con-
gress in Jakarca.

While the President noted

that detente between the
great powers was one of
several  factors requiring

‘“‘speedy assessment and act-
ions lest we lag behind in
the further conduct of our
international relations,” obvi-
viously speed will not charac-
tarise the normalisation of
relations between China and
indonesia, Asia’s third largest
country.

“With the People’s Repub-
lic of China, which mani-
festly supported the Septem-
ber 30 PKI rebellion,” Suharto
said, “we are willing to re-
sume diplomatic relations pro-
vided it really demonstrates
a friendly attitude towards
us, is not hostile to us, and
ceases to render assistance
and facilities to former PKI
leaders who were positively
involved in the rebellion.”

The conditions are not, of
course, new, but the signi-
ficant thing appeared to be
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Southeast Asia

that it was Suharto re-
stressing them (along with a
re-iteration. that- the banning
of the PKI was.an internal
affair) so soon after America
had mended its, Peking fen-
ces; Australia’s Gough Whitlam

had visited Jakarta' preach-
ing a new era of Asfan sweet-
ness -and light; and when

Malaysia, at least, is pressing
for quicker normalisation.

conservas
tism on this issue was of a’
piece with his frank admis-
sion that Indonesian develop-
ment is still without enough
momentum to quieten massive
social and economic discon-
tent—and his lengthy itemis-
ing of the continuing capacity
of scattered PKI remnants to
take advantage of tia: fact.
IT IS RELEVANT to recall
that after the visits of Presi-
dent R. Nixon and Premier
Tanaka to Peking certain poli-
tical and public figures in -

many ASEAN countries,  in-
cluding Indonesia, began to.
urge their governments to °

reconsider the policies with

regard to China, These
persons feel that with the
end of the cultural revolu-

tion in China. and the so-
called Red Guard's diplomacy,
the beating up of dip'omats,
setting fire€” 1ov and demoli-
tion of the buildings of foreign
missions has become a-thing
of the past. Under the cir-
cumstances, they believe, the
establishment of diplomatic
relations with China will do
no harm since the Chinese
leadership has abandoned its
intention ‘‘to hoist over the
world the red .banners of
Mao Tse-tung's ideas by the
year of 2000".

Unfortunately, there are lur-
king suspicions about China's
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Southeast Asia

new ‘“diplomacy of. smiles.
Indonesia has many’ bitter
memories and even today
they.have grounds to suspect
Peking, In Borneo, real mili-
tary operations are still going
on .etween President’s
Suharto’s troops on the one
hand and the so-called Peo-
ple’s Army of Kalimantan and
the People’s Guerilla Army of
North Borneo, on the other.
Someof the soldiers of those
gwo armies are said to be
recruited from the local
Chinese commiunity while the
commanders, are- alleged to
come to the island from con-
tinental China wpon gradua-
ting the special military school

on the island of Hainan.
Indonesian officers who had
to deal with the prisoners

of- war of those two armies

have stated that these ‘‘dare-
leyils do not hesjtate in sac-
rificing their lives  so as to
‘fulfll a task—to blow up a
- port installation, burn down
-"a police-station, destroy a
railway track.” :

The- Exhibition in the Mu-
seum “of the small Indonesian
city of Sintang situated 160
miles--eastward from Ponti-

" anak wds held .to show the
contact  between

close the
two insurgent armies and
China. .Everything the guer-

rillas.” had beginning from
-armaments and ending with
hardware and. banners,, s
said to be China-made. In
"the museum there are Chinese
grenades, mortars, rifles, uni-
forms, instruments for assem-
bling home-made arms, medi-
cines, dertal equipment, rota-
prints, in short, evertyhing
that a well equipped guerrilla
army may need. The fact
that guerrilla armies are well
_equipped testifies to the ex-
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istence of constant channels of
communication.

The documents seized by
Indonesian troops show that
pro-Chinese PKI plan to in-
tensify the “struggle” of the
guerrillas in the next two or
three years. One document
is alleged that the commanders
of  guerrilla  detachments
‘were recommended to select
the most able -young men
from among -the population
of the local Chinese commu-
nity and send them to the
special training school on the
island of Hainan.

THERE ARE still many power-
ful circles in Indonesia which
feel that the “'local” Chinese in
that country have always en-
deavoured to subvert the
economy. They point out
that with smuggling, profiteer-
ing and hoarding, they
were able to make sizable
dents into Indonesia's eco-
nomy; and also that with
gold, opium and counterfeit
dollars and rupiahs they did
even greater harm. It has
been stated that Indonesian
authorities have withdrawn
from circulation counterfeit
rupiahs and dollars totalling
a sum of over 700 million
dollars. The  counterfeit-
ing is said to be done partly
in Indonesia and partly smug-
gled in from Singapore.
Detailed stories of how
“operations’”” were carried
out in trades like the rice
business to- make blackmar-
ket profits have been pub-
lished, and though some of
them sound like fairy tales
there are people who insist
that they are true. Specu-
Jation in rice and other food-
stuffs is said to be done thr-
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ough counterfeit currency al-
ready in abundant circulation.
And such profiteering natu-
rally tends to weaken the
economy. '

For these reasons, there is a
powerful group in Indonesia
which s opposed to the re-
opening of diplomatic ties with
China. They say that Suharto
should not invite trouble for
himself and help the pro-
China minded PK| to get on
its feet again.

President Suharto himself is
taking a pragmatic view of
the problem, He wants to
make the best use of such
local Chinese as were will-
ing to assist Indonesia to
develop economically. In his
speech to the Congress, he
had stressed that it was
necessary not to  discrimi-
pate against the Chinese who
had become citizens of Indo-
nesia. Indonesian Chinese are
no longer officially such, but
have (like non-Malaysia) at-
tained the status of ‘‘non-
indigenous.”

Perhaps with frequent press
criticism (here as elsewhere)
of the non-indigenous role
in mind, Suharto drew the
Congress’ attention ‘‘to the
presistent practices which
aggravate the differences bet-
ween fellow citizens of dif-
ferent descent, namely the
indigenous and  non-indige-
nous groups.” He defended
the non-indigenous groups’
rights as “Indonesian citizens
to have “protection and the
right to econonic enterprise
like (other) citizens.”

But since the Chinese

“generally  enjoy  greater
wealth and a better econo-
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mic pesition’”  Suharto had
pointed out they should give
indigenous Indonesians oppor-
tunities and ‘‘the possibility
to participate in their enter-
_prises and share the gain.”

“What, the Government

“wants Suharto stressed, is to
stimuilate  “social solidarity”
"which will *“level off ‘the
economic capabilities of the
two groups,” thereby making
‘the -indigenous more prone
to welcome the non-indige-
nous ‘‘right to live and right
to ‘economic enterprise.”

There were many other
high points'in a speech which
while it was not delivered
in such a way as to secure
even a single interruption for
“applause, was ‘“new in that
“‘Suharto put it all together

inore go,” as a local resident
Cput it.
The President denied

'that the stress on looming
threats from the commu-
nists was “an excuse for
the armed forces to stay
in power”—although he did
., hint that such allegations
.'might be communist ins-
" pired. While the armed
-'Frces had been willy-nilly
'thrust into politics and
government ever since in-
dependence, they had to
adjust to a New Order
"'situation in which they ob-
tained ‘‘less than' 39 of
the annual development
‘budget.”

The generals in Indonesia
“‘have softened towards China
but will the ultra-conserva-
tive political anti-China lobby
" be able to prevent or delay
Jakarta’s desire to recognise
' Peking.?
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CAMBODIA

Cambaobia

s Thailand Taking over USS

Responmln[lhes!
Hongkong, Natienal Liberation Armed
; Forces recently ‘intensified
P ’: Hsinhua despatch from ;"o gonsive operations aro-
: '"fg foc”;"ed ,?‘;e"t’an, OE- -und the capital und. that it
the dark o har. e AR Loaran  Toapeang Thoot, a

States has coptinued its bar-
barous and massive bombing
of Cambodia's liberated zone
and the Cambodian People’s
Liberation Armed  Forces.
According to Western News
Agency reports, in the past
20 days or more, the US has
despatched large numbers of
aircraft, B-525 included, to
conduct the heaviest ‘bomb-
ing raids' against these areas
along Highways, |,4,and 5 as
well as areas surrounding
Phnompenh and Svay Riong.
A US government official cla-
moured that they will con-
tinue such barbarous bombing.
White House Press Secre-
tary Zielger alleged on March
27 that the US bombing of
Cambodia will be without
‘any time limit'. US Defence
Secretary Richardson tries in
every way to justify the war
action of the US. He said
on March 28 that as long as
there is no cease-fire in Cam-
bodia, the United States is
justified in continuing the
bombing campaign.

a western news
continued the Hsinhua
despatch, "said in a despatch
that American aircraft have
carried out fierce bombing
in order to support Lon Nol's
troops. The US cannot save
itself from continuous defeats.
UPI reported that the Cam-
bodian People’s

“Even
agencyl|
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about 20 kilometres
Phnompenh,

town
northwest of
Along highway |, the C.P.N.
L.A.F. continued its heavy
attacks on the enemy.” Such
was the Hsinhya report, but
read between the lines it
was a grim reminder to the

US that they should not
continue the bombing  of
Cambodia.

THOUGH there is- a cease-

fire of sorts in Vietnam a,.
though US ground troops
have quit Vietnam, there is
deep suspicior- in  politizal
and' journalistic circles herz
that the Nixon doctrine of
indigenousisation of the fight-
ing will lead to a new
kind of war .in the region.
Local troops will ¢antinue
the fighting to sustain
the objective which the
Pentagon ana warmahiacs-.in
Washington "have - wanted:
that js, to contain' China
from expanding into the Indo-
China peninsula and. there-
after into Southeast Asia,

In this connection, it is
interesting to note that there
is whisper going round news-
paper offices here that in
February a secrev agreement
had been signed between
Thailand and Len Nol's Cam-
bodiz In regard to military
co-operation. It is said that
Thailand would extend to
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«Cambodia -

the present Phampenh re-
gime the kind of . military
assistance which the ‘USA had
given Cambodia. So far as
Thailand is concerned it will
* mean excellent business on
increased US subsidies es-
peci.'ly at* a time when it
was faceds with- a2 financial

depression as 2 result.of the

withdrawal of US troops from
the region. el
JOURNALISTS afe ngw on
the scent” wanting te pull
.offa scoop” about this “‘agree-
ment’’ between Thailand and
‘Cambodia which, if true,
‘portends .a new phase in US
strategy in ,this region. It
will alse be tantamount
to = re-grouping of all the
anti-Peking forces tn  this
region.

in the meantime, Lon Nol
is-having.a difficult time even
with i aerial ‘assistance the
"US is providing “him from
bases-irn Thailand. The ex-
tent of his difficulties can be
gauged by the fact he’ had
_even arrested over a hun-
dred astrologers because they
had, predicted that the Lon
Nol regime was in for a bad
timé&. because of the transit
* of pacticulaf planets. He is
also said to “Pe angry that
‘his favourite” astrologers had
failed” zo warn him that his
Presidential  palace  would
.come under direct attack,

The military situation in
Cambodia was summed by

Elizabeth Becker in the Far
Eastern Economic Review,
19/3/73. thus: “....Rever:

sing its carlier stand, the US
Command has  dramatically
increased tactical air raids
over Cambodia. Government
troops zre countering the
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. phrasing all

present communist; offensive

with  saturation  bombing
missions by American figh-
ters. The result is that de-

vastation of the countryside
and the movement of refugees
have reached unpreceden-
ted

the January 27 peace accords
in Paris, the US had begun
statements re-
garding its military activities
in Cambodia with marked
restraint.  Mostly, they ex-
pressed hopes of an  all-
Indochina peace agreement, or
at least a2 de facto ceasefire
in Cambodia. However,
there was no announcement
of any official policy change
that would call for a scaling
down of the US military
presence. Gradually, spokes-
men for the Lon Nol regime
as well as for American acti-
vities began revealing that
the US had no intention of
reducing its involvement in
the Cambodian war.,..The
fighting continues to accele-
rate and US air support has
followed the peace. Highway
2 has been the scene of the
heaviest combat action re-
cently and also received the
heaviest
bombing. Diplomats report
that the US plans to provide
air support  to the
government troops until an
official ceasefire is signed here.
‘They used to say that they
would intervene only if the
situation was extremely cri-

tical,”” remarked one. ‘Now
with daily air raids, the
Amercans aren’t predicting

when the bombing will end.

And with the top Cambo-
cian astrologers rotting in
Lon Nol's gaols, there is no
one else also who can make
a prediction.
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BANGLADESH

Mandate for Muji[)

—tasks of nation buiiding

New Delhi,

SHEIKH Mujibur  Fahman’s
phenomenal triumph at the
first General Election of
Sonar Bangla is an’ occasion
both for joy and introspection.

For the people of India,

Sheikh Mujib’s victory s
largely the vindication of
what our Government and

our people did in 1971 in
helping Bangabandhu’s peo-
ple to stand up against the’
barbarities of the Pzk mili-
tary junta and  ultimately
bring about its cverthrow,
The emergence of indepen-
dent Bangladesh pledged by
the youth of Dacca two years
ago on the very day that
fast week's election took
place, March 7, is one of the
glorious landmarks in India’s

“policy of extending support

and assistance to people
struggling to be free; and in
the case of Bangladesh, it has
proved to the hilt the validity
of India’s refusal to zccept the
two-nation theory.

What had been
on December 16, 1571, with
the surrender of the Pak
military commander in Dacca
received the imprimatur of
history on March 7, 1973,
when- the people of Bangla-
desh in their millions voted
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s party
into absolute power.

achiaved

This has been no ordinary
victory: it has proclaimed
the correctness of Indm'g

TRIBUNE, April 10, 1973



stand in the crisis of 197}
that no puppet of Islama-
bad nor any nominee of
Peking, but the Bangaban-
dhu has been the undis-
puted leader of the people
of Bangladesh.

THE ELECTION campaign it-
seiff has proved that friend-
ship with India continues to
be the sheet-anchor of demo-
cratic ' Bangladesh. One re-
curring theme maintained by
Sheikh Mujibur throughout his
whirlwind electioneering was
his unwavering assertion of
friendship with India. The
fact that with such a stand
te could sweep the poll
in an unprecedented up-
. surge of support from his
own people,has proved
that iriendship with India
could not be an electoral
liability, despite all the
unworthy fulminations po-
ured by Maulana Bhasani
in his senility.

Many a press
" dent, both Indjan and foreign,
moving in the periphery of
Dacca’s Hotel Intercontinen-
tal, predicted how mounting
had been the anti-Indian feel-
ings. The election results have
.proved that these so-called
-operatars of mass media con-
© fined themselves to the
-narirow grooves of  urban
- Dacca and did not care to feel
the pulse ‘of the millions in
the wide expanse of the
green and pleasant fields of
Bangladesh.

The second point of signi-
ficance in the  Bangladesh
““electicn results, so far as this
country is concerned, is that
Sheikh  Mujib’s popularity as
the liberator of his country,
is uncaallenged in the eyes
of his people. Despite the
economic hardships that the

TRIBUNE, April 10, 1973

correspon-

people have been facing, they
are undoubtedly prepared to
give him an absolute mandate
to build the country into a
real Sonar Bangla,

THE EUPHORIA of liberation
has been symbolised in the
personal triumph of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and this is
the reality which most of
the Opposition parties missed.
They might be complaining

today of electoral irreguiar-’

ities here and there, but
if the maximum limit of
their complaints are conce-
ded, even then there is no
escape from their acknow-
ledging the clear verdict of
the electorate. In the eyes
of the common humanity of
Bangladesh, there is no other
leader of the stature, compe-
tence and perspicacity that
can lead the nation.

The poor assessment on the
part of the Opposition parties
about the mood of their own
people was evident from the
extravagant manner in which
some of them put up candi-
dates in a huge number of
constituencies.  Barring the
sober and modest stand of
the Communist Party of
Bangladesh, all other Oppo-
sition parties had pipe dreams
about their own  strength
and popularity, Perhaps the
most pathetic has been the
performance of the National
Awami Party under Professor
Muzaffar Ahmed, since it
made fatuous claims about its
own importance: the result
has been that it has drawn
a blank, while it might have
won a dozen or so seats had
it adhered to its original
position of friendly unders-
tanding with Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.  Professor Muzaffar
Ahmed has brought discredit
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Bangladesh-

to his own Teputation as a-
political figure by. his quixotic:
sectarianism, A

WHAT IS yet to be realised
by the Left forces in Bangla-
desh is that in the wake of 2
nation’s independence, the
fasses generally pin their
hopes® for -a better deal on
the  very leadership in
whom they reposed their

« confidence in the striggle for

freedom.  Unless and until
the people’s confidence in
that leadership . is totalky
worn  out, other parties,.
however dedicated and se.-
sacrificing, have to work in
co-operation—and _not thro-
ugh confrontation—with the
party installed “in  national
leadership. This was the
asset which the Congress en--
joyed for exactly  twenty
years in India; that is, until
the 1967 General Election.
Certainly, Sheikh Mujib would
be entitled to this claim for
at least five years: and that
is precisely what the people
of Bangladesh have given him
in this election.

The election victory has
thus brought 2 new chal-
lenge for Sheikh Mujib,
perhaps a greater - chai-
fenge than the one he had
to face against the jack-
boot of the Pak military
junta. The rebuilding of the
nation on the four pillars of
independence,  democracy,
secularism and socialism, . is
an uphill task; and he wil
require the unstinted co-op-
eration of all sections of the
people—even of those whom
he has fought and defeated
at the polls. Thit masses
when going to the polling
booths did not - take into
account the charges of corrup-
tion against Sheikh Mujib’s

2F



Bangfadesh.'

party members, nor of in-
competence against his ad-
ministration.  Because, the
overpowering  consideration
that

fore the: world, that the

millions in Bangladesh solidly .

stood behind -the'leader who
ushered 1) - independence.

This does not niean that now
afie, _he election, the massés -

will tolerate . either corrup-
tion or incomoetence

THE TWIN TASKS befo‘re the'

Bangabandhu .therefore is to
rebuild* the Awanri League
wik the thelp ‘of ' dedicated
workers, mainly drawn’ from
among the youth; and to
refashion the administration
#ith committed personnel.
On both these counts, *Shikh
Mujib has tremendous
advantages- Every successful
candidate of the Awami
League knows that he could
win (t.the "poll largely be-

cause th2 peoyle took-it that -

a vote for the Awami Léague
would. be a vote fof Sheikh
Mujik In this- sityation,
Shei :h Mujib todey can” dras-*
vically re-organise his party
‘orgdnisation- and put it in
the, harids of dedncated. cadres.

ln tk& ad-mmlstr l;[on, there
are“officals. who have so far.
been following -a pollcy of
wait-and watch. Brought up
iin the norms' and traditions
sof Pak Civil Service, many of
+ them  were sulking and per-
- haps expecting that the elec-_
tion -results might not streng-
then” the . uuthority of the
Prime Minister. The lands-
lide victory of the Prime
“Minister and his party will

dispel all suchk illusions on
their part. The massive poll
victory is bound. to ensure

led thetygter to the.
poll was.to demonstrate be- -

firm loyalty from the bureau-
cracy to the new Cabinet.
Mujibur

Sheikh Bahman,

‘now about to embark on the

task of national reconstruc-
tion, will have to bear in
mind that the economic in-
dependence of Bangladesh hz:

<to be guarded like the apple

of his eye. The history of
his antagonism with the Pak
rulers began -with- his con-

.cern for the economic uplift
.of “his own people.

Now,
on the morrow of his elec-
toral victory, having been
firmly installed in power
through democratic process,
Sheikh  Mujib will have to
defend the economic inde-
pendence of Bangladesh.

THIS HAS to be the touch-
stone of his foreign policy.
Generous offers of massive
ecnnomic aid are bound to
cnme to him from many quart=
ers; the criterion for their
accentance  and  utilisatinn
has to be whether these will
further the nbjective of salf-
reliance for his Sonar Bangla.

Mr. Sisen’s testimony in
support of arms aid to Pakis-
tan and openly hinting at
new style of US interven-
tion through economic assis-
tance underlines the need for
guarding the econnmic in-
dependence " of both India
and Bangladesh.

In this task, Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman can count upon all
sections of patriotic opinion
in this country, to extend a
halping hand to him, as they
did unreservedly when his
penple struggled through the
agonising night of nporessinn
on to the dawn of freadom.
The Indian people will be
looking forward to a strong

. work,

and independent Bangladesh.
which will not only be friendly
but a comrade-in-armsin the

common struggle for the
building of a new social
gorder. —Mainstream
From the Easy Chair
Continued from page |5
“Don’t come picking on
me!" she cries. ‘‘Bad enough

- having to be wife, mother,

washer-woman, ~‘servant = and
dustbin, for all the left-
overs. | have enough house-
thank you, | don't
want to do any homework.”

IT WAS my turn to sound

aghast.  “You mean you
actually den’t know?”’  You
should have seen her cry,

or you'd never think such a
performance possible.

After all that sound and
fury our home experienced a
peace and quiet it had never
experienced before.  Quite
enjnyable after a  fashion,
when nobody talks to nobody
though it may take a bit of
getting used to initially.

| was just doing that when
my wife disturbed the peace

with, “Did you see today's
papers?”’ _

Of course | had, and |
knew then that our union
was saved. (Thinks, thanks

to Professor, to paraphrase
an old ad.) Reading him hel-
ped us realise there's more
to marriage than being able
to do the children’s home-
work. Now | can say with
confidence that minus

body is fool enough to ask
why, it's because | say so.
Sorry, we. | think my
wife joins me in that because
| just heard her whisper,
“Anything you say.”

TRIBUNE, April 10, 1973.
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1S9 T TRUE?
Shefock Holmes

4 e S 5+
% On Coconut = On Tourism

iS IT NOT TRUE that the
comments in this column on
the coconut muddle :in the
last Issife has evoked wide-
spread intetest¥ Thit many

.- readers have telephoned us
/to say that*'we hzve under-

“stated the case? That the
mistakes made ‘by the Govern-
ment-Appointed  Commissar
to run the coconut business
are enough to justify a Com-
mission of Inquiry? That it
was not 5000 tons ‘of pconac
which :was sold to fogeign
buyers? That it was nearer
20,00 tons !That a mere 5000
tons would not have hit the
cattle and poultry food sup-
plies so badly? That the pre-
sent crisis in poultry and
catt'e food was duc 1o the
unbelievably large quantities
.of poonac that had been ex-
parted? That no man who
_knew the elementary facts
about the coconut industry
"would have ventured to sell
anything like 20,000 tons of
_poonac. even ‘at the best of
‘times ~ where production of
" huts  was soaring to dizzy
* heights? That ‘Sherlock Hol-
mes has now put his sleuths
yn" the job and more reve-
fations about. the coconut
muddle will soon come to
light in this column? That
the belated Government ban
on the export of coconut
oil, copra and other coconut
products is akin to the old

fable about shutting the sta-
ble doors after the horses
had fiad? That it would be
in'teresting to find out who
or what had induced the
Commissar to make forward
contracts for colossal quanti-
ties of coconut products?

e ® ®
IS IT NOT TRUE that a
hysteria about the wonders
of the tourist industry is
being built up in this coun-
try? That if one took che
speeches of -
spokesmen and the wriiings
of apologists for the trwve
agencies twho get unlimited
columnage in our daily pa-
pers, Sri Lanka was on the
verge of a tourist boom?
That there is no doubt that
certain travel agencies are
bringing more and more
packaged charters to swell
the numbers who cross our
customs barriers? That based
on these statistics more and
more five star  hotels and
other accomodation for low-
budget visitors are being put
up at suitable places? That

‘thes private trade has been

given tax incentives and
other inducements to invest
in the tourist trade.

That Tribune has in the
past raised  questions
about the economics of a

tourist industry? That we
have tc import a major part

Goverinent -

.industry | required

registered as a . ewspaper in Ceylon

of the go~ds ‘and facilities
essential to attract the tou-
rists? That” what, this country
get was no mere than. a
comj-radore cormission on
the whole business ?That in
this connection+It is interest-

+ ing to refer to a Yest “.erman

Mipistry ‘for Econ¢mic¢ Co-
operation study on the t .

rist business? Tha" this in-
vestigation reveale .  “-that
tourism -was' rea.y a bur-

den on the ezonom; of de-
veloping countrjes? That.

Heinz G. Schmidt, a socio- -

logist “and  author' of i~
study, said that only 30 per-

- cent of the money spent by

tourists. in developing coun-

tries- .stayed In thess con-
tries? =
That Tunisia Is estimated

.to_spend 309, of the money

received from tourists on im="
porting hstel equipmsn f

That the $tudy al,o shewed -

“hat each job in the tourist.
+ invests
ments faree times 2s hig -
as.a Job in agrizulture? Tha.
even a Job in secoidary in- .
dustrigg needed only ‘half the
amoun®l invested? That . ano- -
ther ‘deawbacle of the’ tourist
industr © was | its “s2nsitivity
to all «inds ef ‘crise ? That®
the author stréssed that deve-
loping - countries  relying on
tourism became  ecenomically
dependent on industrial r;atfnns? :

That Sri Lanka is building its

tourist hopes on the en masse.
package touf orgafsed by
travel agencies which  are
interlocked with business
houses which think that their
employees should have a
holiday in the sun once in
a lifetime? That these hopes
may fade away like
soap bubbles? :

Pr{nte_d and -I'-'ubHshed by P. Alagesan, residing at 215, Bullers Lane, Colombo-7, for Tribune Pubiications,
{_’f:._i‘_'}:wson Street, Colombo-2, at the Ratnakara Press Ltd., Colombo-12, on LOth April, 1973, -
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