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|| the first three volumes of the Thirumuraikal — one of P:g‘i’;m
-l | the principle texts for Saiva Sithantham philosophy. "'sG

Sydney Murugan Tempe

Sydney Murugan Temple is a place of worship dedicated towards
the tamil god of Murgan, strategically located on the Great Western
Highway in Mays Hill. This enormous temple fills with devotees
on a daily basis, and provides them with a easy way to worship
God. It also hosts thousands of devotees for numerous festivals
throughout the year such as Sivaratri, Kandasasthi, Navaratri and
many more. This temple acts as an enduring symbol of Tamil and
Saivam culture that stands tall amongst the sycrapers of Sydney’s
West. It stands as a testament to the greatness of ancient Tamil
architecture, a sacred monument that pays homage to the timeless
tradition of devotion and heritage. We are lucky to be able to
experience this ever important temple. However, it’s essential to
acknowledge that prior to its construction in 1999, the Sydney
Murugan Temple was nothing but a vision. A vision that was
initiated and built by a dedicated team of devotees, whom we
owe huge gratitude, for having built a temple to be experienced
by multiple generations.

The temple was envisioned with the several objectives by the
founding members that it continues to live by today. The Saiva
Manram (the temple’s registered name) objectives were to promoe
the saiva religious faith as based on the Tamil langauge scriptures
such as the authoritative scriptures of the Tamil Nayanmars. The
temple was not built in a day and required arduous efforts from
many to obtain approvals and create constitutions. However,
determination and a drive for their cause led the founding members
to realise their dreams and create a place for all. This drive pushed
them past every challenge they came up against, and now the
Tamils of Australia have place to share, experience and learn Tamil
and Saiva culture and heritage.

In these modern times, we must commend their efforts and
gain from them a drive for ourselves to help maintain the Saiva
Manram'’s objectives well into the future. The founding members
successful planning and careful considerations will undoubtedly
prove to be invaluable. As a new generation of Sydney Tamils, we
must work with the same devotion and drive to safeguard the
Sydney Murugan Temple, ensuring its enduring legacy. Just like
the founding members faced their challenges we must also confront
evolving challenges to ensure this temple continues to serve as
a beacon of Tamil and Saiva culture for generations to come.

The Sydney Murugan Temple, stands as a testament to the
enduring power of vision, dedication, and community spirit. It’s
establishment, a dream realised through the tenacity of the founding
members continues to inspire us today. Like them lets overcome
challenges whilst with the same unwavering drive, preserve the
temple’s rich heritage for the benefit of all, both today and well
into the future.

OIHELD 2 ML HASHIN ONFTUTMID BalawiBLD
QUBEMID WPWIMF HHLD

Shun not a task because it is tough; perseverance brings respect.

- Thiruvalluvaar

BIM60 HevBeomanT 2D FHkiBer, 2023

Miracles of Saiva Saint
Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva poet/saint, who
lived in the seventh century CE.He is one of the most
prominent saints amongst the 63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s
entire collection of hymns about Lord Shiva is called
“Thirukkadaikappu”. These were later collected to form

Sampanthar was once staying in the Thiruvaduthurai
temple in Mayiladuthurai, one day his father(Sivapathaviruthayar)
came there to meet him. Thiruvaduthurai temple was built by
the cholas during 9th century C.E, with additions later made by
chola kings. The temple has five entrance towers known as gopurams.
There is another story which is associated with this temple, with
the saiva saint Thirumoolar.
Thirumoolar was walking
around the temple when
he saw a herd of cows
mourning the death of their
herder, Moolan. Thiru = #
moolar entered the body | %
of Moolan to serve as a [~
herder. When he came back = &=
to where he left his original <
body, he couldn’t find it. & =%
Thirumoolar took it as an |
act of Sivan and continued
to remain in the body of
Moolan for the rest of his
life. It was in this temple
where Sampanthar’s father
asked Sampanthar for some
gold coins he could use to
do prayers in Sirkali.
However, Sampanthar had no gold, so Sampanthar praised Sivan
with the hymn “Idarinum Thalarinum”, and Sivan granted Sambanthar
with some gold. The hymn goes as follows.

SLab Senfiagib erarBHImIGH Tl

ASTLI@ID 2 MBLPD ABTAPESHAPCIDT

BLAOSD0 ANIPABTB HEVHIHHEhaNTF

L Hlafled OMLHau CargsuGar

SHICAUTAWEID OHbABLDTN)] FUAB TN 6NLDDHB0M0EUIGH
DNBHICAUTA) 2 HIFH BDTDIHAT ObauB HiedDWITCaT

Idarinum Thalarinum enadhuru noy
thodarinum unakalal tholudheluven
kadalthanil amudhodu kalanthananchai
midarinil adakkiya vedhiyane

idhuvoemai yaluma rivadhon Remak killai yei
Adhuvo vuna dhinnarul avadu thuraiyarane

In English this translates to, when | am undergoing sufferings.
When | am depressed in spirit. when my big karmams follow me
| shall wake up from sleep worshipping your feet. Sivan who
controlled the poison which was mixed with the nectar in the
ocean of milk and made it stay in the neck!if there is nothing to
give to us. Is this way you admit us as your protege? Is your sweet
grace like that?

While singing this hymn, Sivan granted him a bag of gold coins
through a Sivabootha. The Sivabootha gave Sampanthar the bag
and told him there were a thousand coins in the bag and the bag
would never become empty. Sampanthar received the bag with
gratitude and gave it to his father, who left to Sirkali to perform
some prayers.
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