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The Sri Lankan Government has done noth-
ing but throw hurdles and challenges at Sri
Lanka’s ethnic conflict. As the country con-
tinues to face great political and economical
setbacks in light of the war between the
Government of Sri Lanka (GoSL) and the
LTTE, the GoSL refuses to acknowledge
these facts. Instead of spending its time
actually addressing the grievances of the
Tamils in the North and East it throws
empty promises at and engages in military
actions.

Peaceful words uttered by Colombo politi-
cians are only meant ensure that their
respective governments remain in power.
There is no desire or intent to implement
any means of establishing peaceful relations
with Tamils. But, Tamil-speaking people
are not the only population affected by the
war. The majority Sinhalese are also paying
a high price.

President demands LTTE to lay arms
down

Sri Lanka’s President, Mahinda Rajapaksa,
1s patriotic towards his birth place
Hambantota as evidenced by his attention
towards developing his home district at the
expense of fulfilling the role of a responsi-
ble leader working towards the develop-
ment and betterment of the whole country —
particularly when thousands of Sri Lanka’s
citizens are suffering. Clearly, politicians
are intent on ignoring the deaths of inno-
cent Tamils and Sinhalese to avoid taking
responsibility for their role in not finding a
solution to the country’s national problem.
Developing a village or a district, or provid-
ing funds to certain interest or religious
groups won't lead the country into prosperi-
ty. Previous leaders like J.R. Jeyawardene,
Srimavo Bandaranaike. Ranasinghe
Premadasa, Chandrika Kumaratunga or
Ranil Wickremesinghe held talks with the
LTTE directly or indirectly to demonstrate
to the world that they were taking action to
solve the Tamil national question. All their
attempts failed.

Despite these lessons from the past, even
though he was a leading MP and Prime
Minister led by former President, Chandrika
Kumaratunga, Mahinda Rajapaksa doesn’t
seem to be paying attention. Soon after he
came to power, he brought his brothers and
relatives into his administration. He made
history by creating a jumbo Cabinet with

Solution to Sri Lanka’s ethnic conflict \\
more than words

Satheesan Kumaaran

over 50 cabinet ministers and providing those ministers with cars, houses and security while
the majority of the country lives well below poverty line.

Although the President’s brothers lived in the U.S and he, himself, has paid many visits to
the U.S., he never saw fit to work towards converting his warring, fractious country into a
modern prosperous country, matching the standards of neighbouring Maldives and India. The
Sinhalese have no choice but to live according to what their leaders have to say. If neutral or
anti-government media outlets highlight the sufferings of the common people at the hands of
their Government, the Government threatens the media with harsh punishment.

On June 24th, President Rajapaksa met religious dignitaries at his house who told him that
certain groups were engaging in propaganda against the Government and bringing disgrace to
the country. The President’s Office described the meeting as cordial saying that the digni-
taries came together as an inter-religious body to challenge these forces and depict the true
picture of the country. The President told them that it was not his intention to go to war with
the country’s people and that he would not hesitate to work with the LTTE if they laid down
their arms, emphasising that he would not let parts of his country fall into the hands of a ter-
rorist organization. He did not specify to whom he was referring as the terrorist organization
on the island.

During the meeting, Ven. Prof. Bellanwila Wimalarathana Thero, a Buddhist monk, said reli-
gious leaders of all faiths were keen to work closely with the President while ensuring the
religious freedom of every community. President Rajapaksa reiterated that the Government
would only negotiate a political solution to the crisis if LTTE terrorists laid down their
weapons,

Is it possible for the LTTE to lay down their arms?

Twenty years ago, the LTTE leader was escorted on an Indian plane to New Delhi and held at
the Ashoka Hotel on the direction of former Indian Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi. and was
coerced into signing a paper agreeing that the LTTE would lay down their arms in exchange
for the presence and support of the Indian armed forces in Tamil areas. The Indian armed
forces arrived in Sri Lanka, but they fought against the Tamils, leaving the LTTE no option
but to take up arms again, this time against the people who'd sworn to protect and defend
them.

The results of the conflict were bitter for both Tamils and India. India lost over 1500 soldiers
in addition to Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991, and over 15.000 Tamils were killed
while tens of thousands more were tortured and/or raped, or fled their homes as refugees.
Even after all this, Sri Lanka’s President still thinks the LTTE will agree to put down their
weapons.

Arguments abound in Tamil circles about how reasonable it is for the Government to demand
the LTTE lay down arms while the LTTE still controls parts of the Tamil areas with its own
judicial, police, customs and revenue administrations. The LTTE continues to hold some
members of the Sri Lankan armed forces in custody for trespassing into Tamil areas. Further,
the LTTE will not lay down their weapons so long as the Government allows the Pillayan
group, EPDP, PLOTE of Siddarthan group, EPRLF of Varatharaja Perumal and other para-
militaries to patrol the streets fully armed. These groups only received voter support in the
last election because the voters were threatened at gunpoint. The Tamils refused to accept
these groups as their sole representative, instead, the Tamil National Alliance (TNA) went out
with the mandate in the 2004 elections that if the Tamil people recognized the LTTE as their

(Contd. . next page)
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a hotel bar = aiGFws wgwuabd

a bar of soap = saaans @iy

an iron bar = @mioys sibLd

bars of sunlight = Geauulsd eauflEasmen

a bar to promotion = uzal 2 WGBS SoL

the Bar = sl oyamgeny usiggisnm

I was called to the Bar last year = sLp3 <pemi® sense
FLLAMTEHT HmBMmID eflbail Lg)
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(1017 sTeudtammIdmTT)

bar the door = sgaE@s smpliTsi
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walk around in bare feet = GeapmsTE &1 BBy S =
arsvemiuleim) mLbBaE &l
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bare necessities of life = o _ulraumpasneg Gsusmiguw
UBSGHMOHS GUTHL Sei

the bare bones of the story = smguls gL
BlLpeyssit

with your bare hands = GeupiEi easulennsd = syuisism
= smeiufem

lay bare their relationship = suyseafst o mepeu
SIDLISOLILIBSHH

bare your grievances = 2 &1 wab@mpsmens Garl [
bare your teeth = LEOGE®mYL LWEPNISS

at a bargain price = gmpassiul L alesoulsd

a bargain hunter = slsmoGmpss albslILGD
Gurplsmens GsgsHfiusy

I got some bargains = @empésiul L almeaoulsd mrer Heo
GUTBL ST suTHISGansnt

make a bargain = strike a bargain = Gumb Gudl o_LaLn®
HTewm)

bargain with somebody = gmaumLar Guyb Guas

keep your side of the bargain = # o e ey Gewbu®
They are not prepared to bargain with us = seuassi
simsEbLal Gurb Guss swrflsbemes

Don’t bargain away our rights = eng o_flenosenen

el H&GsrLTCs

We got more than we bargained for = pmb silTurissamseaiL
SiFlsonsll GubmnsGersmGLTLD.

at the base of the rock =  urenpuist @uguish

What is the base for your novel? = 2 ez Brougise s
glienL ?

the power base of the party = &' fular epsoLisold

We operate with Tamil Nadu as our base = pmp s10p
BILDLS Femonss Osrem(® @umd aumSGomb

a military base = usLg sembd

Your speech is off base = 2 &1 2 oy wWhHeubd
SHUDTRIS]

base your career in Chennai = G&siisnaeniig smionsd
Csrafi(h o a1 uslmw SLHm)

What are you basing this theory (up)on = simmean
SUuEmLWTSE Gatan® B Sbss Camlum sl
(pesmeusbEmm?

a base motive = GUfiEs 2 _MCHETESD

baseball = genliupeT LD

baseboard = seaugs &lLib

a gun battle = giuradlF FioF

a battle of wits = wdm L& o

a battle of wills = FLAs55 =0y

half the battle = @wpPulsd Bsaud samorer LGH =
pwpfuisd Wseyd wsHu uGH

do battle with critics = gpeiisuTenisEnLs DsETH
Join battle with the authorities = s#larflsemLen
eLseTL L SH60 (&8

the battle lines are drawn = syeflsei BleneoGIuB S leen et
= omiselan sBiBlesoliumBasi
GeusfitILG S BIIL HisiTeTe

battle with climate = stsoflsmeowyLer GuryT®

battle it out = (pigey STEIDaUDT BeMOTE)

a battle-scarred veteran = GuTFSSpIbLDD WDeUT
battle-ground = swifésenbd

Win the battle and lose the war! = sallssails Fwismen
Geusirm, wpeps Gumflsd Csmsvel BiemL !

Solution to Sri Lanka’s

sole representative they should vote for TNA. Tamils voted over-
whelmingly for the TNA. The President knows about all these but,
like a true politician, his only interest is to remain in power. It
scems a political leader can only survive if it promises to fight
against and not negotiate with the LTTE,

Past Sinhala leaderships, including the UNP and SLFP, demanded
the LTTE to lay down their arms as a pre-condition, but the LTTE
never accepted because the leadership-governed forces continued
to fight using guerrilla warfare tactics. The most recent demand
comes in the wake of the LTTE’s favourable position as a military
victor using conventional armed forces and diplomacy, with the
support of many global governments.

Unless the GoSL embraces the LTTE and engages in effective and
meaningful peace talks, the LTTE will continue to defend the
rights of the Tamils in Sri Lanka. The LTTE leader has shown
that he is a better leader than the common politician, and has the
experience of dealing with the country's many leaders and mili-
tary commanders who have continually threatened to kill or cap-
ture him. The LTTE leader leads his movement much more
aggressively than before using modern weapons, and has the con-
fidence and gratification that all those who have threatened him
with his life have faded into Sri Lankan history.

(The author can be reached at e-mail:

satheesan kumaaran@yahoo.com)

Source: The Tamil Mirror (July 2008 Issue)
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Your are eligible to apply for
and Education Savings Grant
of up to $7,200 per child

Your savings are more safe ‘
and secure

Your can start with a
small amount

it's a more flexible plan

EDUCATION IS
A GREAT GIFT FOR
YOUR FUTURE GENERATIONS

oI T T 6
il BTN BTV 3 Bl
AT BTAD e s BTG Ap5eD 6

WWW.KERUDAVIL.COM

Personal Income Tax
Small Business Income Tax
Computerized Returns

21975746

Grophic Lang - 447,

S.Ganthiy

B.A.Srilanka
Enroliment Officer

416. 841. 1866

416. 955. 9303

E.mail: ganthiy@rogers.com
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Tel: 416 265 3456

2100 Ellesmere Road, Suite 202, Scarborough ON M1H 3B7 (Markham & Ellesmere)

Yaso Sinnadurai
Barrister & Solicitor, Notary Public

Fax: 416 265-2770
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Dr. Shan A, Shanmugavadivel & Associates
LTBLJ 1. FapilpHangBaisv

* Orthodontics * Implants * Cerec Crowns

| UDSBEmeT @(phiE QFWLge, '@bLlerTetD'
| felgemesefley semLmellev LulesTm L6 eu(mHL
| | S DWILIU(LPETEN GHOHOL L6 emeugglwy.

- RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE ~ Main Square Dental Office

| ) 7-2575 Danforth Avenue
2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit:7 Toronto, Ontario. M4C 1L5

Scarborough, Ontario. MIK 58
‘ Monday to Saturday
Near Kennedy Subway (Rainbow VillageBuilding)

Dr. Shan - Tuesday (morning)

Dr. Yao San (Tue, Fri & Sat

Dr. Brian (monday)

Dr. May (wednesday) ‘

(416) 266 5161 (416) 690 0121
ARLY CHILDCARE ASST (EC } COMPUTER!ZED ACCOUNT!N ERS{)NAL SUPPORT WORKER (PSW)

100% Guarantied Co-op placement 100% Guarantied Co-op placement

JOB OPPORTUNITIES JOB OPPORTUNITIES JOB OPPORTUNITIES

u Child Care Assistant m Accounting Assistant m Personal Support Worker

m Child Care Worker m Accounts Manager m Home Support Worker

wDay Care Worker/ Teacher u Accounts payable clerk m Personal Care Attendant

m Preschool Worker m Accounts Receivable Clerk m Resident Care Aid

minfant Day Care Worker m Payroll clerk m Nursing Assistant

" EDICAL OFFICE ADWIN (WA) [BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION INETWORK ENGINEERING

. JOB OPPORTUNITIES JOB OPPORTUNITIES JOB OPPORTUNITIES

| m Medical Office Assistant w Administrative Assistant w Network Administrators
Medical Admin, Asst. m Office Assistant m Systems Administrators ‘

* m Medical Receptionist » Office Administrator m Technical Support Specialists

A G : ; Helpdesk Support
Shaping careers u Medical Secretary » Management Trainee = !
_for m Hospifal Ward / Unit Clerk m Executive Assistant u LAN Administrators
over 13 years ;
Week-ends < Eventng Courses
C,qrm-giﬂg- your i Canadian Security Courses,
Seains with us. ﬁ QA/ Software Testing, AccPac, Quick books, Ms Office,
_ gt ™ Visual Basic, C++, Visual C¥, Nel, A+, MCP, MCSE, CCNA | comp"tek callege
| | Fiemetel Assistanes
i | Fnenclel ey be for BUSINESS » HEALTH CARE » TECHNOLOGY
| Those who guEiiy, K h d Kennedy /! Eglinton
| Wewalsenmes er‘:::nt:iiﬂsco?n[:ga H NW lt:nzn'mryr Aboveg Liberary
o Tel: 416-321-9911 Tel : 426.285.9941
O = - currerlly reeeiving / ressived recclpiznts 2347, Kennedy Road, Suite 301 2390 Eglinton Ave East, Suite 248
O RMefismily beneils reesived reeei;aients Scarborough, ON., M1T 3T8 Scarborough ON.,M1K2P5
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Qorsgse apr B o musdl (Gross Domestic Product) GDP sisiim s dbsions
DYBSHHD DDPEEILGENNS. B PHAUGBLSSND sa_tealsd 2 HLSHS
Criiube Fsasilsietar GuTGLsal Grmausmen usIFHWTs WEAISEH
CrluwinGHang. GurguTs Bs @m BILgE GUTGTTSTT sustiHulsne
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SIBBEIGD Gerhusiore BTD UMTHs Gsusinguwg CausmewidGom
sldlgreryo (Unemployment rate) @pbs GousmeowpCory eldatembd g
BICIgel oLGrrédluionsn GQUITGSTTSTILTS BHEHanST s ansam
prgulgdHs UMTEGD el woT@d. @wm BILGsS Gamsowppnaissis Gsrems
DFs0ME BOHLULE SLUSBTE alaemamemst o (heuTdb@i.

SIHSHSHTE BTD FTHTT UTTHMSUNH Famib ellwid elemsveurd)
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SBSHSEME ssBeompasen Gofibsailwnrs sl igaisnd (Interest Rate)
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pLaugsemsulsd Bank of Canada GewsduGedeams.
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Top Ouality Used Car Dealer |

HONDA
TOYOTA
GM-MINLV,

4362 Sheppard Ave. East
at Brimley

Tl 416 412 3638

28 syen@ast Sigub! |
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NLR ACCOUNTING AND
TAXSOLUTIONS

Personal Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns
Book-keeping
RST, GST, Payroll service

E-File
confidential
friendly and
fast service

Phone

416 888 1128
416 492 7973

Location

2525 Pharmacy Av.
Pharmacy Av & Finch Av. East
(Inside Universal Textiles)
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"Honesty, Integrity,
Professionalism"

FN6N6In BHEUFHIUID m.A
Sales Representative
Direct: 416-284-5555

24Hrs: 416-284-4751
880 Ellesmere Rd., Suite 203
Scarborough. Ont. M1P 2'Wé
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Connect Realty, Brokerage
INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPREATED

Grophic Land - 647. 219. 7576
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The Children’s
Education Trust

of Canada
offered to the public by

Children’s Education
Funds Inc.
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Siva Kanapathypillai
Branch Manager

416 438 0660, 416 438 3578
416 899 6044
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905 472 1139
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s.kanapathypillai @ cefi.ca
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DR. ILLANGO & ASSOCIATES
Dental Office

BRACE FOR A GREAT SMILE
1DAR AR usL HdFenaulsy Fosv HITHBEHETGILD
Uuecuua st Goemsu

DR. M. ILLANGO

B.13.S. Dip.Orth (Oslo).General Practioner Manly Orthodontics
&l Guriih Causmev

DR. MEHRAN MOJGANI
[.D.S. Dip. Perio.Gum Specialist
LESUPT S eRaUHBHIL [HiL|smt]

DR. SABAPATHY RAVEENDRAN
B.D.SMSF.DSR.CS (Eng), General Practioner (Manly Oral Surgery)
(anpemug fsmeulas FBeemmnaulane Sriudeaanhbane Husmbame Gubm
LeUeneuH LT }

DR. ALI ADIPBFAR

D.ID.S.MDF.R.C.D(C), Plastic Surgeon
{Wisdom tooth extraction under sedatiom?
WUIESOTHE EHTGLUDEST SHDIIUEL]

DR. JANAKI ILLANGO

B.DS. wHeu use smengaluy

Dr. LAI YUNG CHEONG

B.D.S smEibu ust snvsuiFul

DR. ILLANGO & ASSOCIATES

SCARBOROUGH OFFICE MISSISSAUGA OFFICE
3852 Finch Ave. East, Units 204, 303 3025 Hurontario St., # 102
Scarborough, ON Mississauga, ON
(416) 292-7004 (905) 270-7844
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