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Panel of experts finds credible reports of war crimes
during Sri Lanka conflict - UN

The panel of experts set up to advise Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon on accountability issues with respect to the
final stages of the conflict in Sri Lanka has found credible
reports of war crimes committed by both the Government
and Tamil rebels and calls for genuine investigations into
the allegations, according to a report made public today by
the United Nations.

The decision to release the report, which was submitted to
the Secretary-General on 12 April and shared with the Sri
Lankan Government, was made as a “matter of transparen-
¢y and in the broader public interest,” Mr. Ban's
spokesperson said in a statement.

“The Secretary-General sincerely hopes that this advisory
report will make a contribution to full accountability and
justice so that the Sri Lankan Government and people will
be able to proceed towards national reconciliation and
peace,” the statement added.

Mr. Ban is carefully reviewing the report’s conclusions and
recommendations, “including its disturbing assessment
that a number ol allegations of serious violations of inter-
national humanitarian and human rights law committed by
both the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) and the
Government of Sri Lanka are credible, some of which
would amount to war crimes and crimes against
humanity.”

Government [orces declared victory over the rebel LTTE in
May 2009 after a conflict that had raged on and off for near-
ly three decades and killed thousands of people. The con-
flict ended with large numbers of Sri Lankans living as
internally displaced persons (IDPs), especially in the north
of the island country.

The panel found credible allegations that comprise five core
calegories ol potential serious violations committed by the
Government in the final stages of the conflict, including
killing of civilians through widespread shelling and the
denial of humanitarian assistance.

The credible allegations concerning the LTTE comprise six
core categorics of potential serious violations, including
using civilians as a human buffer and killing civilians
attempting to flee LTTE control.

The panel’s first recommendation is that the Government of
Sri Lanka should respond to the serious allegations by ini-
tiating an effective accountability process beginning with
genuine investigations.

“The Secretary-General has consistently held the view that
Sri Lanka should, first and foremost, assume responsibility
for ensuring accountability for the alleged violations,” said
the statement, adding that he encourages the Government
to respond constructively to the recommendations made by
the panel. {Contd. on page 25)

Ban Ki Moon Powerless to Pursue War Crimes in Sri Lanka

U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon admitted that he is
not empowered to establish an international war crimes
tribunal to probe the "serious violations" of international
humanitarian and human rights law committed during
the concluding stages of the decades-long conflict in Sri
Lanka in May 2009.

Ban has been advised this will require host country con-
sent - in this case the consent of the Sri Lankan govern-
ment - or a decision by member states through an appro-
priate intergovernmental forum such as the General
Assembly, the Security Council or the Human Righits
Council.

Still, the secretary-general says he has "consistently held
the view that Sri Lanka should, [irst and [oremost,
assume responsibility for ensuring accountability for the
alleged violations."

The Sri Lanka government is not likely to give its consent
to any investigations of war crimes charges.

As a result, it will be left to one of the three intergovern-
mental bodies to decide on any course of action or act on
the recommendations of the panel.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

The three-member panel, which submitted its 196-page
report to Ban last week, recommended he "should imme-
diately proceed (o establish an independent international
mechanism" to investigate allegations of violations both
by the government ol Sri Lanka and the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE).

The panel declared that some ol allegations "amount to
war crimes and crimes against humanity."

The report provides details of these allegations - including
photographs and satellite imagery of civilian targets
bombed during the conflict - which have been vehement-
ly denied by the Sri Lankan government.

The LTTE, which has also been subject to severe criticism
by the panel, is accused ol executing civilians tantamount
to war crimes. "The conduct of war represented a grave
assault on the entire regime of international law designed
to protect individual dignity during both war and peace,"
the report said.

The government made an unsuccessful attempt last week
to convince the secretary-general not to release the report,
even though large portions of it were leaked to the Sri
Lankan media. (Contd. on page 25)
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A MONTH SYMBOLIZING WAR CRIMES AND

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that
matter” -Martin Luther King, Jr

In every corner of this globe, the lives of Tamils bear resemblance
to a dark stained mirror. We are enduring blood stained lives. Qur
lives have been engraved upon pain, blood, lies, misery, betrayal,
and unforgettable deaths. The voices of our people in Eclam have
been silenced by brutal actions and terrorizing behaviour of the Sri
Lankan Government. After the conduction of a well planned and
systematic ethnic cleansing of the Tamils, the Sri Lankan
Government is executing a silent genocide against the innocent
Tamil civilians till this very moment. Burden after burden, sorrows
on top of sorrows, however, all this misery has ignited a deadly fire
within every Tamil being, a wild fire which will burn with full
pride and craze to save our race from denial and extermination.

The month of May, said 1o be the appellation of the Greek Goddess
of Fertility, Maia, depicts a time of growth, sustainability and pros-
perity. Fertility is the property of producing abundantly and sus-
taining vigorous growth. This month should assist the growth of
life in all possible ways. In contrast, May, a month which brings
along with it a bundle of joy and excitement, delivered a large bun-
dle of chaos, pain, darkness, and
great losses for the Tamils
around the world and in Eelam.
The month of May brought
grotesque devastations and
many changes to the fate and
future of the people of Tamil
Eclam. This month has been
deemed to be one the darkest
and sorrowful times in the histo-
ry of the Tamils” struggle for jus-
tice and freedom. This month has been marked as the height of the
genocidal onslaught committed by the Government of Sri Lanka
against the Tamil minority. Tens of thousands of innocent civilians
were brutally massacred within a short span ol time. As well as,
more than 300, 000 were internally displaced while being deprived
of fundamental human rights, basic needs, and medical attention.
During this time period many civilians were also inhumanly raped,
tortured, and killed silently.

Anojini Kur
2nd year student,

' IN REME
MAY MA

Did these ferocious actions against humanity halt over the course of
two years?

No, T haven’t even dreamt of the existence of peace in the island of
Sri Lanka. Till this very moment thousands of people are languish-
ing in open, inadequately managed, poorly fed, military guarded,
over populated concentration camps. The presence of military occu-
pation within the range of civilian areas, schools, hospitals and
homes has created a great sense of fear amongst the Tamil popula-
tion. While displaced families have not been allowed to resettle in
their villages and houses the government has been successful in
executing the scheme of Sinhalese colonization onto the lands of
Tamils, as well as building naval and army camps along the coasts
of such areas. Till this very moment, abductions, rapes, and killings

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



@@ LIHFTHS &Sl W EhF 19

D DEVASTATION IN THE TEAR DROP ISLAND
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continue to intensify within the Tamil populated regions of Sri

Lanka.

As the intensification of the Sri Lankan government’s intent to @egTHiGwn  wpHBOPT  weipbBlent 25 Dy emi BB
exterminate, displace, and reject civil liberties and rights of the wisgeasren Geerall alipn sLb5 wIsd I Hed
Eezham Tamils increased, it also went side by side with the interna- saTuBrsiled BenLGUDDSI. PTTHCWT AMWFST]
tional communities’ silence and failure to instill peace and justice. LT&LY Giamm erd &bl 61 6¥D amBULIQIS F6D #Amiy

These outcomes resulted in the loss of trust and hope the Tamil alphdannes seobhg Gamenrn.
Diaspora had once instilled in international bodies, authorities, ; SR T s
humanitarian organizations, the United Nation Organization, and
most importantly the existence and proper execution of international
law, The Geneva Conventions, and The Universal Declaration of
Human Righits.

By what term shall we address these atrocities and violating actions
employed by the Sri Lankan government and authorities to wipe
out the Tamil race? According to the United Nations, actions per-
formed against the rules of war during a course ol rivalry which vio-
lates international laws and conventions, is considered to be a war
crime. It can range from the conduction of genocide to mass murder
to ill treatment of war prisoners to the ignorance and defiance of
international human rights law and the Geneva Conventions. Under
international humanitarian law, civilians can never be made objects
ol a military attack. Many
SRR countries, including coun-
imaradasan tries signatory to the
nt, York University Geneva Conventions, (a
set of four treatises setling

EMBRANCE OF THE rules of international

humanitarian law in

&S SA CRE ﬁ respect to the humane

treatment of victims of

war), violated the terms of
international humanitarian
law by allowing genocide to dominate in the island of Sri Lanka.

However, we as Tamils, continued to accumulate pressure on inter-
national organizations and countries to, firstly hold Sri Lankan
authorities accountable for their inhumane treatment of civilians and
prisoners of war (our heroes) and the alleged ethnic cleansing of
Tamils, to conduct an international and independent war crimes
inquiry in Sri Lanka, to play a role in the procedure or reestablish-
ing the lives, and Lo be a positive catalyst in deriving at a permanent
political solution for the Eezham Tamils. Even though the world
remained silent to our cries, with a sense of distrust in our hearts
we held on tight to our perseverance and continuously urged the
international community to stand in favor of justice. Due to intense
pressure of the Tamil community against international bodies to
investigate the crimes committed against humanity, many organiza-
tions and countries evolved to raise their voices against the injus-
tices Tamils have been and continue to endure till this day. A vari-
ety of organizations and international media stations, such as
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, United Nations
(specifically the UN Panel of Experts on Accountability in Sri
Lanka), Channel 4 and many more published raw evidences of the
genocidal crimes committed by the Sri Lankan government against
the Eezham Tamil populace. (Contd. on page 30)
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RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE

| 2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit:7
| Scarborough, Ontario. MIK 58

Monday to Saturday
Near Kennedy Subway (Rainbow VillageBuilding)

(416) 266 5161

Main Square Dental Office

7-2575 Danforth Avenue

Toronto, Ontario. M4C 1L5
Dr. Shan - Thursday (morning)
Dr. Yao San (Tue, Fri & Sat
Dr. Brian (monday)
Dr. May (wednesday)

(416) 690 0121

v Gomputek College

gl BUSINESS . HEALYH CARE - TECHNOLOGY

www.computek.edu

If you are :

m Currently receving E.I benefits

m Received E.I within past 3 yrs.

m Just finished / received maternity benefits within past 5 yrs
You may be eligible for HRSDC funding

to upgrade your skills

IN

MARKHAM !

Diploma

Early Childcare Assistant
Network Engineering

Personal Support Worker (PSW )
Computerized Accounting
Business Administration

Medical Office Admin (MOA)

Certificate

MS Office, A+, C/C++ , Java
AccPac, Quick Books
Simply Accounting

Markham Campus
Markham / Steeles
(On Steeles,1 Block East of Markham Rd)

905.471.3344

Scaborough Campus
Kennedy / Sheppard
(North-East Corner)

416-321-9911
|
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Toronto Campus
Kennedy / Eglinton
N/W Corner, Above Library

426.285.9941
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Panel of experts...

Mr. Ban has decided that he will
respond positively to the panel’s rec-
ommendation for a review of the UN's
actions regarding the implementation
of its humanitarian and protection
mandates during the war in Sri Lanka
— particularly in the last stages — and
its aftermath. The modality of such a
review will be determined after
consultations with relevant agencies,
funds and programmes.

The three-member pancl of experts
was set up following the Joint
Statement made by Mr. Ban and Sri
Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa
after the Secretary-General visited the
South Asian nation shortly after the
end of the conflict.

The members of the panel were
Marzuki Darusman of Indonesia
(chair), Yasmin Sooka of South Africa
and Steven Ratner of the United
States. They began their work in
September 2010. (AFP)

Ban Ki Moon...

A statement attributed to the U.N.

| spokesperson said: "The decision to
release the report was made as a mat-
ter of transparency and in the broad-
er public interest.”

A copy of the report was shared with
the Sri Lankan government, through
its Permanent Mission to the United

Nations, on Apr. 12.

Although Ban indicated his willing-
ness to publicise the government's
response alongside the report, Sri

| Lanka did not avail itself of this

| opportunity.

"The government has not responded
to this offer which nonetheless still
stands," U.N. spokesperson Martin
Nesirky said Monday.

One of the first recommendations of
the panel was to call on the Sri
Lankan government to respond to the |
"serious allegations" of war crimes
"by initiating an effective accounta-
bility process beginning with gen-
uine investigations." (IPS)
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IN REMEMBRANCE...

At this point of time, I would like to concentrate on the
newly published report by the UN Panel of Experts on
Sri Lanka. The UN Panel of Experts on Accountability
in Sri Lanka, was set up to advise the UN Secretary
General on accountability issues relating to alleged vio-
lations of international human rights and humanitarian
law during the final stages of the conflict in Sri Lanka.
International bodies which once failed (o provide
answers Lo our cries have now admitted that during the
final stages of the war, the United Nations political
organs and bodies failed to take actions that might have
protected civilians and has also knowingly failed to
release the casualty figures of the civilians. As we
pushed for external powers to identily the crimes which
were commitled against humanity in Sri Lanka the UN
panel has reported the following: Firstly, the govern-
ment has said that it pursued a “humanitarian rescue
operation with a policy ol zero civilian causalities”,
however in contrast the panel has found credible allega-
tions of serious violations of international
human/human rights law. Secondly, the panel has said
that the “government has shelled on a large scale in
three consecutive No Fire Zones, after encouraging the
civilians to enter these zones saying that they would
cease all usage of heavy weapons”. Thirdly, the panel
has also mentioned that the “Sri Lankan Government
had systematically shelled hospitals repeatedly by
heavy artillery and mortars”. The government systemati-
cally deprived people atfected by the war of humanitari-
an aid and basic necessities. In conclusion, according to
the UN panel report on Sri Lanka, “a civilian causality
of 40,000-75, 000 was possible and most casualties and
suffering of civilians was caused by the shelling of the
Sri Lankan Government”. This clearly depicts the atroci-
tics committed against the Tamils in Sri Lanka.

We, as Tamils have come a long way in our struggle. We
shall not lose hope and confidence now. As a communi-
ty, whai are the steps needed to be taken to progress
further in our struggle for justice and independence? We
need to set our goals for the present and near future. As
of now, we have the need to achieve a few goals. Firstly,
we need Lo continue to exert pressure against interna-
tional bodies, with more power, strength, and evi-
dences, that an international, independent, and impar-
tial inquiry into Sri Lanka’ s war crimes must be held

in order for peace and justice to sprout in the island of
Sri Lanka. A war crimes investigation is not a choice, it
is the duty of the United Nations to hold Sri Lankan
officials accountable for their criminal actions and exe-
cute the usage of international law with honesty and
dignity. Secondly, we as the Tamil community need to
urge the international community to hold Sri Lankan
authorities individually criminally responsible before
the International Criminal Court for the extermination
and ethnic cleansing of Tamils performed in a systemat-
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ic manner, as supported by many international organi-
zations and by footages and videos of media corpora-
tions (Channel 4). Thirdly, we need to urge the Sri
Lankan government to evacuate military occupation
from civilian populated areas. The war has come to an
end; therefore there is absolutely no need for the Sri
Lankan soldiers to concentrate around schools, hospi-
tals, churches, temples, and homes. Fourthly, we need
to pressure the government to allow Tamils to resettle
into their homes with the absence of military and
Sinhalese colonization of the lands belonging to the
Tamil population. However, we shall not mark the end
of our actions as of yet. Let us look into the future now.

The conduction of a successful international inquiry in
Sri Lanka will not satisfy the Tamils to their fullest.

We need to work to end double standards and towards
the creation of justice and peace for the Tamils, which
can be achieved by demanding the international com-
munity to support a peaceful solution that addresses the
political aspirations of the Tamils in Sri Lanka. It is
important to equally concentrate on the development
and establishment of a concrete Tamil identity and
homeland. The importance of organizing as a Diaspora,
and looking into the [uture to create our homeland and
redeveloping the lives of our people is just as important
as urging for a war crimes investigation, We, as the
Tamil community, are very grateful the United Nations
Pancl of Expert for conducting an investigation about
war crimes and accountability in Sri Lanka, however,
the report has oversiepped by rejecting the existence of
a homeland for the Eezham Tamils (Sections 417-420)
.We need to unite and remember that a separate home-
land has always existed and that our history cannot be
denied by anyone. Referring to a statement made by
Professor Francis Boyle, “creating Thamil Eelam is the
only remedy [or the Tamils”, this makes it clear that we
are the only ones with total rights and authority over
our fate, governance and way of living. As said by Prof.
Boyle, the recommendations of reconciliation suggested
by the Panel has been rejected by the GOSL, therefore
we cannot wait till for the government to fulfill its dis-
honest duties, we are the only ones to pave a path for
the establishment of our future.

Tt is our time to play the game of power. We need to
stand in solidarity to fight for justice and give birth 1o a
permanent solution for our people. We need to be the
voices [or those whose voices have been silenced. A
genuine process of an international investigation of war
crimes must take place for peace and reconciliation to
be fostered and sustained in Sri Lanka. On this month,
a month signifying war crimes that occurred in Sri
Lanka, let us promise our selves that we will unite and
work tirelessly with determination and perseverance till
all our goals for the present and future have been
attained! o
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Dr. M. ILLANGO
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D.D.S,M.D,FR.C.D (C) , Oral Surgeon
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