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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

It is with great pleasure that | am sending this message to the “llamalai - 93" the Annual
Cultural Show that is to be held in Toronto on 18th September 1993. Our association
in Toronto was inauguarated in December 1991.

Similar overseas branch associations have been inaugurated in France and England ,and
all of them have one thing in common-loyalty to their old school and gratitude for the
education they were fortunate enough to have at St. Henry’s College, llavalai.

The present generation of students at St. Henry's still continue to excel in their academic
and other extra caricular activities. This is despite of the recent displacement of the
school to Manipay and the unsettled state of affairs. The present needs of the school
and the students are great and on behalf of our association | appeal to the past pupils
who had benefited from their education at St. Henry’s to contribute even in small
measures to meet the urgent basic needs of the school.

Finally, I wish to thank all the members of the committee, sponsors and various groups

who are participating today to make this event a success.

Thanking you

Feelix Selvaratnam
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Message from the Rector 5t. Henry's College

ILAVALAI, NP
SRI LANKA
20 August 1993

St. Henry's College
My dear Henrician,

| am, indeed, very pleased to know that you all will be having the Annual Cultural Show on the
18th of September 1993. Your Alma Mater is certainly very proud of the way you all have been
conducting yourselves and are proving to be true and loyal sons and daughters of St. Henry's
College. Mayyou always grow in friendship and be helpful to one another in whatever way you
would.

Itis my duty to thank you all for your genercus contribution (Rs 110,000/=) towards helping the
Staff with some loan facilities. As you all know, it is already being used as a revolving fund (for
2 years) and then to be used for some ot er project with the approval of you all.

We are still carrying on classes in the afterroons. However, | am making every effort to put up
temporary sheds(cadjan) 15' x 300' to have classes in the moming. | have appealed to the
Education Department and to the Bishop t> assist me to put up the required sheds. If all goes
well, we should start work in September znd have it completed by December. We will get a
piece of land in lease for the above purpose.

May | take this opportunity to thank you for your wonderful concem for St. Henry’s College. It
is your love and devotion to your Alma Mater that is helping us to steer through the present
difficulties. | am sure you will be pleased to hear that Rev. Fr. James Singarayer, a young priest,
is joining our Staff and he will take the plaze of Vice-Rector for some time.

Once again | wish you all a pleasant get-tc-gether on the 18th of September. May it help you
all to build the HENRICIAN FAMILY that is, now, growing all over the world.

Let me also take this opportunity to thank you most sincerely for the nice get-to-gether you
organized (at short notice) in June when | passed through Toronto.

May God bless you all and your loved one:s.
Yours sincerely in the Lord

Rev. Dr. Justin. B. Ghanapragasam
Rector, St. Henry's College,
llavalai, (NP).
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CANADA

PRIME MINISTER - PREMIERE MINISTRE

I am delighted to convey my warmest greetings to
everyone attending the cultural show hosted by the Old Students’
Association (Canada Branch) of St. Henry’s College.

As you reflect on the many accomplishments in the
history of St. Henry’s College, you will no doubt be filled with a
sense of pride. Ninety years of service to the community are
indeed worthy of celebration. By honouring this tradition, you
are ensuring that this institution will continue to live on in the
hearts of all who know and love the College.

Please accept my best wishes for a memorable
event.

OTTAWA
1993

CRA
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Ontario
The Premier  Le Premier ministre Legislative Building ~ Hotel du gouvernement
: ) : Queen's Park Queen’s Park
of Ontario de I'Ontario Toronto, Ontario Toronto (Ontario)
M7A 1A1 M7A 1A1

I am pleased to extend greetings to all those participating
in the first annual Cultural Show by the 0l1d Students’
Association of St. Henry’s College, Ilavalai - Sri Lanka.

Ontario has benefited greatly from the many cultures

that flourish in this province. We are proud of the many
nationalities that have chosen to make Ontario their home.
This cultural show is an opportunity for you to share your
traditions and heritage with us all.

Please accept my best wishes for a successful and memorable
event.

Bob Rae
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WE SALUTE OUR GREAT TEACHERS

4

VITHWAN
SHANTHIYAPILLAI

Rev. Bro. JOS MARY. S.S.J
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151 Lamareaux Dr., Town House 99A
Scarborough, Ontario M1W 2J9
Tel: (416) 502-3033
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HENRICIAN - ACTION IN CANADA

Inauguration
- Dec. 1991

First

Annual General
Meeting and
Christmas
get-together
-Dec. 1992

During

Fr. Rector's
Canadian
visit

- May 1993
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Day in the Life of a Henrician.
Aged 11 years, Circa 1958.

On week days during tern time, my mother would always have to pull me up off my sleeping mat
in the mormings. That would be usually at around 6.30 in the moming, and she would have a mug
of sweet milky tea to get me fully awake. | would then have a bath at the well, my mother pouring
bucket after bucket of cold water over my head, with a short interval for a quick smearing with soap.
There would always be a full cooked breakfast, string hoppers, or pittu, with a curry of gravy,
followed by fruit in season if | was lucky. School was only ten minutes walk away, but it seemed
longer, and indeed took a lot longer if there was rain and the lanes became fast flowing channels
forthe rain water. | was however, on time: for school in most days. Being roundedup by the prefects
and lined up outside the Rector’s office, with a better than even chance of severe corporal
punishment, was not a good way to start a schoolday.

School started with assembly at 8.30 A.M., prayers led by Fr. Rector, and an uplifting talk by one
of the senior teachers. On a good day, it may be about a Henrician victory the previous evening
on the football field. Talking during asse:mbly was a cardinal sin, risking a visit to Fr. Rectors office
for corrective measures.

Lessons would each start with a little prayer. The teachers in junior school were a dedicated but
varied lot. Mr.Ignatius was the class teacher, marking the register, and issuing end of term reports
and ranking for each pupil. These reports usually contained an apt verse from the Thirukkural. Mr.
Vaithianather was gentleness itself. In his eyes, even the dullest little boy was a potential Einstein,
and learning arithmetic was a relaxed afair. Mr. Benedict’s classes were however strictly not for
relaxation, even though he usually went around with a disarming smile. Even the slightest deviation
from the Queen'’s English was sure to be rewarded with “six of the best" from his cane. Mr. James
wore a woolen jacket at all times, even if the temperature was in the high 90' s (Fahrenheit).

At 10.30 AM. there was prayersin the lovely chapel, followed by a break. Fresh-baked and sweet-
smelling buns, served with milk made up: freshly from skimmed milk powder, was available free at
break-time. But we would rather rush out to the roadside and be relieved of our hard-scrounged
10 cents by the ice-lolly vendor on a bizycle with his thermos flask full of colored ice on sticks.

Lunch was usually a rushed affair, so that | could be back at school for some playing. In the right
season, we would sneak off to a grove of wild cherries not far from the school to see if we could
catch some of the large shiny golden be:etles.

When classes ended at 4.00 P.M., again with prayers, it was time for serious play. Sports was high
profile, and high priority at St. Henry's, and Junior school pupils could only hero-worship from a
respectful distance. Sometimes | was allowed to be ball-boy when the teacher’s played tennis, or
hang around watching the foot-ball team practice.

I was expected back at home before dusk, which would fall quickly at around 6.30 P.M. regardless
of season. Dinner was usually at arounc 7.00 P.M. Electricity was still decades away, and lighting
was by an "Aladdin lamp”, a Kerosene |amp with a tall, narrow glass chimney and a bright white
mantle around the flame. There would be some neighbors and relatives visiting on most nights,
reviewing the day’s gossip. | would often doze off at the study table, so ending yet another of my
school days, days that | remember three: decades later with aching nostalgia.

Dr. Xavier Emmanuel
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SRI LANKAN SOCCER KING'S IN ACTION
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1993 JAFFNA DISTRICT SOCCER CHAMPIONS
- ST HENRY'S COLLEGE ILAVALAI

|HENR'CIAN - CANADA SOCCER CLUB
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YARLTON MARRKET

DIVISION OF GANA TRUSTWAY LIMITED

CLINTWOOD CENTRE
9 CLINTWOOD GATE #4
SCARBOROUGH
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Mr. S. Jesuratnam receiving the award for the
best Supporting actor from the President of Sri Lanka

Canadian Connection...............

His Excellency, the late Mr. Mc Ronald, the then Canadian High Commissioner was
the Chief Guest at the College Prize Giving Day in early Seventees, " Why were you
very particular in having me for this function”, was a jovial question posed to me by
him. " Your Excellency, late Rev. Fr. Charles Mathews, a Canadian and a scholar of
the Ottawa University, was our Chaplain, and more than that, we cannot enjoy our
journey by Yarl Devi, and Uthara Devi, if not for the Canadian Engines". Lady Mc
Ronald and Rev. Fr. Francis burst into laughter.

S. Jesuratnam

0O.B.A. - France

Towards the end of 1960, | had the previlege of meeting my beloved Rev. Charles
Mathews at a meeting in Colombo. During that confrontation and at his request
concerning my family members, | told him that | had 4 children - 3 boys and a girl.
When my last baby boy who was born nine years after my fourth child, | named him
Charles Mathews as was the wish of my beloved Rector. Who is also in Canada
now.
A Thiruchelvam
0O.B.A. Canada
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SENTINEL DRIVING SCHOOL
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SENTINEL DRIVING SCHOOL

S.PANCHALINGAL (RANJAN) B.COM.
FRIENDLY PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTORS

FOR APPOINTMENT PLEASE CALL

449-5483

With the best Compliments & Wishes from

Dr. Athi K. Somasundaram
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2155 LAWRENCE EAST
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