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Canadian High Conmission

b, Gregary's Place
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fri Lanka 290
= 1

Dear Sir, fe - _52_’_"__:'_—-—_

I Visvalingam Maragathalings Sivem i3 8 Landed Immigrant in Canads,

and sponseced my wife and four children who sre presently in Srilanka,

Avecourse of my file wil) reveal that [ am s cancer patient and that

I am given few weeks of hope to live in this world. When | sm avere

that my days are nuebered, 1 do not have the pesce of wind, [ am unable

to sleep, 1 have no appatite for food, wy chest id filled with sorcows

and my anaiety to see sy wife and children grows daily. It is the :

human tendency that grief incresses whan the near and doar ones are

avay in & different country especially s time 1ikw thiz. Thers iz mo

one to console me. [ only cry and console myself. Yeu will be sware

how & man would feel when he knows that he is going to die

I arrenged an Immigration Consultant to speak to you direct from
Canpda. The afficer who received his coall did mot sllow his to tgeak
to you but sssured of placing my file for your sction. Since I am
dyLng daily, T thought T could writa to you and express my feclings

so that I can console myself 1o some extent. My soul will only rest in
pesce, 1L 1 can see my wife and children by my bed side when I pass
By

On husanitacian and compassicnate grounds, | besélge upon you Mr
Febinson ta espedite the vises for my wilw and children sa that 1 wouid

ﬁ}un enjoy the comforts of my family durlng the Last lape of my
L
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Ggmuweiu Cfltower (Joyce Trimmer)

1w e’ my 2 munflsorii: Harvey Barron
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FAMILY BENEFITS FOR THE ELDERLY
CONTACT YOUR GENERAL WELFARE WORKER
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I reached canada in August 1984 as a landed im-
migrant, having worked for the Govt. of Sri Lan-
ka for 37 long years. I was nearing 60 and I con-
sidered myself as chronologically old even
though I was physically fit. I found it hard then
to get a white collar job. T therefore inquired
whether there were any benefits available for
people like me in this advanced social welfare
state of Canada. I was told that I was not entitled
for any Govt. benefits until 10 years. After
rough experiences in factories, I was fortunate in
getting a white collar job which I still hold.

Not all seniors are physically fit and not many
are lucky to get suitable jobs to match their Sri
Lankan skills. This made me to research on what
other benefits we can find before this 10 year
long wait. During my search for some books I
accidently came across book titled the "Family
benefits act". Family benefits assistance pro-
gram flows from this act. Family benefits assis-
tance is a provincial program designed to help
the following groups:

1) Parents raising children alone

2) Elderly people

3) Disabled, Blind etc.

4) Families looking after severely handicapped
5) Foster Parents, in specific cases

In this article, I propose to deal with the aspects
of the Family Benefits assistance program that
affects only the elderly.

Before 1st of October 1988 men over 65 years
and women over 60 were eligible to receive ben-
efits under the family benefits act if they were in
need and not in receipt of Old Age Security (Pen-
sion). This age discrimination based on sex was
discontinued as of 1st of October 1988.

Now both men and women over 60 years qualify
for benefits if they satisfy certain requirements.

Unlike old age security (pension) paid to senoirs
over 65 years and who have lived in Canada for a
minimum of 10 years, family benefits assistance
is not an automatic benefit. Family Benefit As-
sistance is based on needs of individuals and for
those who seek it. The Biblical phrase "ask and
you shall receive, seek and you shall find" is
very relevant in this context.

In the case of Sri Lankans 95% of the seniors are
new comers with less than 10 years residence.
They do not qualify for old age security (Pen-
sion). Therfore whether they are over 65 or 60
years has no relevancy. They must all depend on
the family Benefits Act for their assistance.

Another requirement is that these needy seniors
over 60 years should be residence of Ontario.
The regulations further state that in the case of
sponsored seniors they should have resided in
Canada for at least 5 years as a landed immi-
grant.

I elect to deal with this unkind residential stipu-
lation in greater detail in the concluding para-
graphs of this article.

Now I will explain to you the word 'need’. Fami-
ly Benefits as stated earlier is not a universal
program. Benefits are paid only to those seniors
who are in need. Having gone through the vari-
ous stamtes I find that if a person has no eam-
ings , no liquid assets as cash or bank account in
excess of $2500 (approx) he/she can be called a
needy person requiring assistance.

There is also provision in the statute that ex-
ampts small eamings of up to $100 a month as
liquid assets. Even owning a single home one
lives in is exempt as an asset. Large number of
our Sri Lankans come under this needy category.
The following are the real benefits available un-
der this program for our elderly men and women.

1) An allowance for basic needs

2) Shelter subsidy for those with higher shelter
cost

3) Prescription drugs

4) Hearing aids and eye glasses

5) Home repairs with prior approval

ALOY RATNASINGAM
PAST PRESIDENT
SENIOR TAMILS' CENTRE OF ONTARIO

The maximum monthly payments under the fam-
ily benefits assistance for seniors is $§700 (ap-
prox) for single, $1300 (approx) for a couple.
However in most cases the maximum amounts
are not paid as the assessment is based on the
various nceds and circumstances of living. Once
a senior qualifies for family benefits he/she will
continue to receive it till suddenly the financial
situation changes by a win in a lottery or till
such time he/she becomes eligible for old age
security (pension).

‘When seniors qualify for old age security (pen-
sion), it will be paid uniformly irrespective of
the needs criteria.

Now let me discuss the simple residential qualifi-
cations. It is obvious that only those who live
in Ontario will apply for benefits for a provin-
cial program as the Family Benefits Assistance.
But there is a punitive stipulation that those
sponsored seniors seeking Family Benefits
should have resided in Canada for at least 5
years. Most of our seniors are old and unable 1o
work and are seeking out for family assistance
and these are the very deserving people affected
by this unfortunate residence stipulation.

The Sri Lankan Seniors by and large, fall into
three categories:-

1) Those who have reached Canada as indepen-
dent immigrants or as refugees.

2) Those sponsored by groups: eg-church

3) Those seniors sponsored by their children or
close relatives

The categories of claiments in groups (1) and (2)
ie:- Refugees, independent immigrants and
group sponsored people are not effected by this
5 year residential requirement, 90% of our sen-
iors are in group (3) the sponsored seniors. They
have been made ineligible for benefits for five
long years by this residence requirement.

The regulation state that sponsored seniors
should have resided in Canada for at least 60 cu-
mulative months as landed immigrants. In calcu-
lating 60 months up to one month per year of
vacation will be ignored.

The policy statement of the Ministry of Commu-
nity and Social Services clearly states that for
purposes of assistance under the Family Benefits
Act, the financial responsibility of the sponsor
cases after 5 years. On the surface, this ministri-
al policy looks as one of leniency. However it is
hard 1o accept this 5 year rule as sufficiently len-
ient. This rule covertly denies benefits for sen-
ior, new comers who are mostly from visible mi-
norities. Its surprising that a social welfare state
as Canada with an enlightened society has a leg-
islation that gives benefits not based on needs
but based on residential requirement. Benefits are
paid from Govt. Coffers which derives its in-
come through taxation where the policy does not
differentiate between new immigrants and old
residents. Why discriminate when it comes to
pay outs. It takes three years for an immigrant to
become a citizen but 10 years to seek a benefit.
Why a different yard stick.

It is said that what cannot be cured has 1o be en-
dured. Therefore our sponsored seniors who now
depend even for a penny on their sponsors, have
to pass the first 5 years in silent suffering.

If however they need relief before the end of 5
years, there is a way out. The seniors have to get
their sponsors to prove their inability to sup-
port them on account of loss of job or eamings
or proof that they have added responsibilities
etc. They can also cite family disputes and break
ups. In the culture our seniors have been brought
up, I believe that many will opt to suffer in si-
lence rather than take drastic step as breaking
the sponsorship.

But given their culture and style in which we live
here in Canada and taking into consideration the
back drop to the two harsh regulations - 10 years
bench mark for old age pension and 5 years for
family benefits, our needy seniors need not hesi-
tate to claim for benefits even before the 5 year
period. We live once and we have a right to live
well.

My advice to those who qualify for family bene-
fits is brief. Contact your General Welfare Work-
er of your area and state your case for family ben-
efits. Get whatever immediate relief the welfare
workers can give you and patiently await ap-
proval for family benefits.
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Catholic Immigration Bureau convened its Sev-
enth Annual General
Meeting Wednesday June
5, 1991, at 7.00 pm at
Our Lady Lourdes Catho-
lic Church Hall in Toron-
to. The evening began
with a religious service
presided by Fr. John Dug-
gan, S.J. The meeting
opened with a prayer by
Fr. Bill German, S.J. A
call to order was followed
by approval of the Min-
utes from last year's AGM
report. The presidential
report was made by Ter-
ence J. Delaney; follow-
ing this Kenneth Yip-
chuck presented the fi-
nancial report, and Bob
Filant, the executive di-
rector's report.

Catholic Immigration Bureau's revised consti-
tution and by-laws were ratified and accepted.
All present agreed to retain the services of the
auditors hired for the 1990 fiscal year. The fol-
lowing persons were nominated and accepted
as members of the Agency's Board of Direc-
tors: Merle Bruce, SR. Hazel Campayne, Rev.
Thomas Day, Rev. John Duggan, S.J., Mr.
Leandrro Pinero, Ms. Filomena Rose, Dr. Fern
Miller.

They will work conjointly with Catholic Im-
migration Bureau's executive who are President
- Dr. John Chiu, Immediate Past President: Ter-
rence Delaney, Vice President: Ms. Rose Bus-
tamante, Secretary: Constance Crosby - Laid-
law, Treasurer: Ken Yip-Chuck, Ex-Officer -
Bob Filan.

The highlight of the evening's proceedings
was the presentation of the volunieer awards.
Each regional office submits the name of one
individual who has freely given of her/his time
1o assist the Agency in its work. Award recip-
ients were: John Amek - Central Administra-
tion Office, Possa Hilario, Ponnudurai Naya-
gam - Scarurough, Juana Sanchez, Margarida
Terceica.

While honouring these persons, the Agency
thanks all those who freely contribute their
valuable time and professional skills to its
service of immigrants and refugees.

Formalities were adjourned and the gathering
continued with a buffet reception at which
friends and members of the C.I.B. were able to
mingle and renew acquaintances. '
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