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C. VYRAMUTHU Esqr. B, A,
Our Vice = Principal
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Ramakrishna Mission
(Ceylon Branch)
Ramakrishna Road.
Colombo. 6. (Ceylon)
18th October, 1967.

Mr. C. Vyramuthu, B. A.,Vice-Princi-
pal has been one of the main pillars of
the Ramakrishna Mission Vaidyeshwara
Vidyalaya, Vannarponnai, Jaffna. His
contribution to the growth of the
Vidyalaya cannot be expressed in words.
As an administrator he is held in high
esteem by the Education Department and
by one all in Jaffna. His retirement

is a great loss to the Institution.

Swami Prematmananda,
Vice-Pregident,
Ramakrishna Mission
Ceylon Branch.
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The retirement of Mr, C. Vyramuthu, Vice-
Principal of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya, is a
loss not only to his College, which he had
served very devotedly, buf also to the teaching
world.

He is a shining example of what a good
teacher is. It is not for me to say what he
had done to bring his College to the present
status. I leave it to the teachers and the
old students of his College.

Though I live close to his home, I knew
him more as an efficient teacher and as a
good representative of the teaching profession
than as a neighbour,

I had the honour to work witk him in
the Northern Province Teachers Association
Benevolent Fund and in the FExamination
Council.

Even in his retirement, we do hope
that he will continue to take an active interest in
the education and in the welfare of teachers,

A {vaz'a/r'a/z'n‘gam, C?S'q. B. A., B. Sc. _
President, All Ceylon Conference of Teacher Unsons



Partner in a Great Work

S. Ambikaipakan, Esq. B. A.
Principal

It is with mixed feelings that
I attempt to pay my tribute to
one wno has been a partner in
a great work for over a genera-
tion. On the one hand it gives
me great pleasure to exptess
my appreciation of all that
Mr, Vyramuthu has done for the
Vidyalaya; on the other, it makes
me sad to think that the harmoni-
ous and fraitful partnership of
a generation is going to be broken
up gsoon.

It was thirty two years ago,
to be exact it was on the 1lst
of October 1935, that I assumed
duties as the head of the Vai-
dyeshwara Vidyalaya. I was no
stranger to Vidyalaya woen I
became its head. I had acted
for Mr. Vyramuthu for a short
period earlier and I was in close
contact with some of its teachers,
I stil! remember my sitting close
to the platform of the Vidyalaya
and listening to the address of
Mahatma Gandhi to the Ceylon
Indians when he visited Jaffna
ia December 1927,

In 1935 there were  seven
teachers at the Vidyalaya. Messers
Vyramuthu and Seenivasagam had
joined the staff some years be-
fore me and Mr. Vythilingam,
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who will happily remain at the
Vidyalaya for some more years
to carry on the great traditions,
had joined only some months
before me,

The future of the Vidyalaya
was in a fluid state at that time.
The Ramakrishna Mission had
many difficulties in managing it
for want of manpower and finance.
The teachers though small in
number and young felt that they
could undertake the respounsibility
of running the school without
causing any difficulsy to the
Mission with the help of friends
like the late Kalaipulavar Nava-
ratnam. It was no easy task to
convince the Mission about this
and the person who was selected

to impress on the Mission our
capacity to do the work was
Mr. Vyramuthu. I need not say

that he not only succeeded in
bhis mission but was also able to
get their co-operation in running
the school.

Once this hurdle was got over,
we had to keep our word to
the Mission about running the
schoo! smoothly. The task of
husbanding the wvery slender re-
sources of the school also fell to
Mr. Vyramuthu. He was also the
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clerk and the bursar of the school
at that time. It was he who in-
troduced the system of main.
taining the day book where every
cent that came in and went out
was entered. Later this work was
carried on by Mr. Vythilingam
and _is still in force today. Inspite
of all this work he was also pre-
paring for the London Inter Arts
examination,

Most of the teachers at that
time, Messers Vyramuthu, Seeni-
vasagam, Vythilingam and 1,
were bachelors and we spent

most of the time in the school,
There were years when we had
not taken even a single day’s
leave. We were also in the
thick of the Kala Nilayam activities.

This team work began to
bear {ruit and the school began
to make rapid strides. Even be-
fore the Free Iducation Scheme
was introduced the school had
become self supporting financially.
The school produced excellent
results at the J. 8. C KExamina-
tion and later at the S. 8. C.
Examination.

The period of expansion began
in 1945 when we started the

Building Fund, Mr. Vyramuthu
was the Treasurer of the fund
and kept accurate accounts of

all the monies that were received.
Part of the science block was
the first building to be put up
under the esgpansion scheme,

In the intervening period
Mr. Vyramuthu had passed the Lon-
don Inter Arts and the B. A. exami-
nation of the Calcutta University.
So in 1945 when the Senior
Assistant, Mr. P G, Narayana Iyer
left the Vidyalaya and joined
Jaffna Hindu College, Mr. Vyra-
muthu was able to step in as
the Vice - Principal. HEveryone
connected with Vidyalaya felt
bappy that the post had gone
to the most deserving person.

Numbers were increasing and
we had to find additional aceco-
mmodation for the growing num-
bers. In 1953 the “Festival of
Arts and Raffle” was organised
which brought us nearly a lakh
of rupees, The preseat Hall and
the Biology Laboratory were put
up out of the proceeds of the
festival. In this campaign too
Mr. Vyramuthn was the Treasurer
and Mr Vyramuthu and I along
with Mr. Jeffree and the late
Mr. Chelliah undertook a memo-
rable island - wide tour in con-
nection with the raffle.

These extra activities did not
deter us from: attending to the
academic side of the school. We
knew the future of the school de-
pended on what we did in the
class room. No one was more
aware of this than Mr. Vyra-
muthu. As Vice - Principal he paid
a great deal of attention to orga-
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nizing the work of the school.
During the lunch interval and
after school hours we dreamt
dreams of a great future for the
Vidyalaya. Some of these dreams
bave materialised; others are now
left to posterity.

Mr. Vyramuthu was ai his best
in the class room. The subjects
he taught were History and Eng-
lish and he handled these subjects
with great competence. He took
a delight in holding classes after
school hours. In this respect he
used to remind me of the late
Mabamahouppadyaya Kuppusami
Sastriar who was Professor of
Sanskrit at the Presidency College,
Madras when I was a student
there. For the honours students
who were less than a dozen he
held the classes in his room and
he saw to it that his classes
were fixed for the last period in
the day. He would continue his

“ A friend
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classes for long hours even after
the closing of the College.

During the past
Mr. Vyramuthu has
great interest in the teaching of
oglish as a second language.
Without going to England or
Australia he has mastered the
technique of teaching the subject
to the extent of winning the
admiration of those who hold
diplomas and degrees of foreign
Universitivs.

few years,
taken a

Mr. Vyramuthu as a man is
greater then all these, He is one
who rejoices in the achievements
of those around him. Whatever I
achieved in the school and out-
side was due to the co - operation
and encouragement given by him.
He was a loyal colleague and
nobody could drive a wedge be-
tween us.

May Lord Vaidyeshwaran bless
him with long life and health
in his retirement.

is one before whom I may think aloud "

— R. W, Emerson.
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C. Vyramuthu - The Man and His Mission

By A. E Tamber Esg.
(Emeritus Principal, jaffna Central College)

The writer had the pleasure of

knowing Mr. Vyramuthu rather
intimately from his school days
at Jaffna Central College. The

picture of Casipillai Vyramuthu
a plumpy little boy with the chaste,
bright face in the Std. 3 Tamil
Class, is still vivid in my memory.
He passed from class to class as
a quiet, yet good student till he
completed his secondary education,
passing the Cambridge Senior
Examination with a oreditable
exemption from the London Matri-
culation Examination, in 1924,

T lost touch with him for a
time. I went to the University
College and he took up appoins-
ment as an Assistant Master at
the Wesleyan Boy’s English School
Trincomalee.,  He returned to
Jaffoa in November, 1929, as
Assistant Master at the Vaidyesh-
wara Vidyalaya., At this time,
I was an Assistant Master ab
Jafina Central. I was aware of
the interest taken by the late
Mr. K. Navaratnam in restoring
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya to the
direct management by the Rama-
krishna Mission, Ceylon and 1in
_the re-organisation of the school
to live up to the traditions and
educational ideals envisaged by the
Ramakrishna Misson.

The schoo! passed through many
vicissitudes under the leadership
of Mr. N. Arunachalam, B. A.
and Mr. P. Ragupatby, B. A. Hons.
When the present Principal Mr.
S. Ambikaipakan took over the
reins of office as Principal, this
school was a Grade III English
School on a small campus, with
a cadjan roof hall in which all
the classes were held. But all the
same, from the days of its founda-
tion by the doyen T. Nagamuthu,
the school was a national educa-
tional institution, striving to imparb

education with nationalist and
Hindu objectives.
From about the thirties M,

Casipillai Vyramuthu became the
the strong man of the triumvirate
administration of Mr. Ambikai-
pakan, assisted by Mr. Vyramuthu
and Mr. Seenivasagam.

In the early twentieth century
administration of the big schools
of Jaffna, the Vice - Principals
played a dominant part. g B,
Chanmugam of Jaffna Central,
J. V. Chelliah of Jaffna College,
T. H. Crossette of St. John's are
names to be recokoned with. They
were regarded as giants in the
educational firmament of Jaffna.
But, these giants worked inshchools



with a history, of stabilised
reputed public schools. Their task
mainly consisted of maintaining
and continuing what had been
built up by their forbears.

Not so the task of Vyramuthu
and the builders of the modern
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya They had
to build up a big school from
a small school They had to plan
not morely the scheme of studies
and the time table and supervise
the routine teaching but also they
had to evolve schemes for an
expanding institution. They had
to collect funds for more class
rooms, better buildings, additional
furniture, new science laboratories
and equipment for sports and
audio-visual activities.

+"Phis effort required a capacity
for harnessing the goodwill and
co-operaticn  of the  teachers,
the parents and the friends of
the school. In this task, Mr.
Vyramuthu showed his stature
and personality. As an unruffled
methodical worker, he would plan
and execute all that was necessary
for the progress of the school.
He bad an equanimity of temper
that made anger or excitement
impossible but he was equally firm
and uncompromising in adminis-
tering the affairs of the school.
At the same time, he won the
confidence and earned the goodwill
of the parents and the public.

In the good old days, the Vice
Principals were 'ull time teachers,
specialists in their own subjects
and administration was a side

3
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line. They, were model teachers,
set an example to their assistants
and had the capacity to guide
the teachers and to check and
supervise them whenever necessary.
In the days of Mr. Vyramuthu
a small concession of 5 hours
less in the teaching hours was
allowed by the Department. Bat,
nevertheless Mr. Vyramuthu was
an interest awakening and work
exacting teacher, who also prod-
uced good results in his subjects.
He had a reputation of teaching
history with a social and analytical
outiook and teaching English as
a language to be acquired and
appreciated. He was one of
the great classrocm teachers of
his time.

Vyramuthu was not a teacher
who turned his back on his books.
He was a student all the time,
His hobby was reading. His leisure
was spent in libraries He helped
himself and others to live up to the
ideal ‘reading maketh a full man’-
From the thirties to the early
forties, he was librarian of the
Kala Nilayam, a cultural organis-
ation, conducted under the leader-
ship of the late Mr. 8. Natesan
and the late Mr. K, Navaratnam.

As a teacher, he also made an
intensive study of his special
subjects and sought to improve
his academiec standards. As an
assistant teacher, he passed the
Intermediate Esamination of the
London University and Graduated
himeelf in 1945, about 20 years atfer
he started teaching, and 4 years
after his marriage. He was every
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inch a self made map, academi-

cally and educationally.

A good teacher s not necessarily
a bookworm or a classroom crunch.
He is a leader of thought. He
is a leader of gsocio-educational
activities. The Northern Province
Teachers Association offered a fair
field of wide activity for teachers
to exploit their  qualities of
leadership and abilities for organis-
ation. The HExamination Council
of the N. P, T. A which conducts
a uniform and standard examin-
tion for Std. 8 which has come
to stay is the result of solid work
by a number of teacher leaders
who acted as Presidents and Secre-
taries of this body. Mr. Vyramuthu
was one of the Presidents of the
Council. He functioned from 1959
to 1961 1n the great acceptability,

The teaching of English as a
second language, especially after
the swabhasa medium came into
vogue has been a moot problem.
New techniques and devices had
to be planned and propagated among
the teachers of English to make
a success of the teaching of Eng-
lish, especially according to Ceylon
educational poliey as a compulsory
subject to all children. Recent
developments and methods evolved
in India and other parts of the
world had to be studied and
harnessed and schemes prepared
to put into effect the new methods
of teaching English, Mr. Vyramuthu
dived into this task as a duck
takes to water and is regarded
in Jaffna and Ceylon as one of

the men who are qualified in the
know how of the new technique.
His activities are not confined to
assisting in the Syllabus Commit-
tees and Seminars of the Province
but his services have been requi-
sitioned by the department in the
Consultative Committee for the
revision of English text books,

Mr. Vyramuthu has been also
in the vanguard of welfare organis-
ations to provide security and
safeguard for the socio-economic
life of the teachers. As one of
the pioneer organisers and late
President of the Northern Province
Teachers Benevolent Fuand, he
has helped to place this Benefit
Fund on a solid foundation. He
has also rendered useful and vala-
able service aa secretary and later.
Treasurer of the N, P. T. A. Provi-
dent Society.

Tbhe retirement of Mr. Vyramuthu
from active service in the teach-

ing profession, therefore, creates
a void that is hard to fill both
in his school and in the
teacher and educational organi-

sations. It is hoped that younger
men will emulate his life, his grit
and tenacity of purpose, higs humi-
Iity, his unassuming qualities and
above all, his high sense of duty
and integrity.

He goes into retirement from
offical service but we have no
doubt that he will have opportuni-
ties to manifest his talents and
abilities in the service of the
communiby.
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An APPRECIATION

M. Srikhanta Esq o. B. E.

Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Land, Irrigation & Power

My association with “*Master”, as we affection-
ately call Mr. C. Vyramuthu, extends over a number
of decades. Asone of the closest friends of my
father, he was one of my tutors in my early
student days. He must have found me a rather
difficult student as my interests were more on the
side of general reading than a marked concentration
on the subjects which I had to study in the school
In his own characteristic way “Master’” tried to
wean me away from my pre-occupation with subjects
of general reading which was rather extensive for
my age. | think in the early days he some-
what believed in the Maxim ‘Spare the rod and
spoil the Child,” and it may be that with maturity
he would have changed his attitude, but I have
not carried out any research into this. I am
greatly indebted to him for making a number of
subjects, in which I was not interested, very
interesting which he achieved by the lucidity and
interesting mauner in which he expl#ined those
subjects to me. Since leaving school we have been
very good friends, and he has all along been not
only deeply interested in my career but also, that
of my children. I regard him asone of the most
respected teachers who has played a very impor-
tant role in my life He is generally regarded as
one of the “Holy Trinity” of Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
which has played a very vital part in making
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya one of the leading Hindu
institutions in Ceylon, His retirement will no doubt
create a void that would be hard to fill.

We wish our “Master’” a very happy retired
life. I am sure he will not just idle but will
continue to guide and encourage many generations
of students as he has done in the past.

1 am thankful to the Teachers' Guild for

having afforded me an opportunity to contribute this
article to be published in their Souvenir.
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“The Diamond Pearl”

M. M Abdul Cader Esq.
District Judge
Kalutara

1 believe I was at Vaidhyeshwara
Vidyalaya from 1928 to 1931 -
from my 8th to llth year. Tdo
pnot know whether Mr. Vyramuthu
was on the staff at that time
If he was, he did not assert him-
self sufficiently to draw my atten-
tion to himself. But after I had
become older I used to meet him
- in various capacities. I used to
go to him pleading for admission
to children of my area and my
requests always received courteous
attention, I used to meet him
in the Old Boy’s functions where
I noticed the very unobtrusive
but firm e manner in which he
piloted projects which would be
beneficial to the institution, I have
seen him at collection campaigns
raising funds for the schcol. 1
have noticed him walking the
corridors of the school while the
school is in progress to find out
whether the work 1is going on
according to plan. I bhave heard
the boys deseribe that walk of
Mr. Vairamuttu in that literal but
sparkling translation ¢Diamond
Pearl is July July Coming” (eweuy
W38 Y4 Y4 aGI@T)
I left

Between the years the

left Jaffna on appointment to
Government Service, I have seen
this very humble institution with
just a cadjan roof and a small
hall grow into magnificient prop-
ortions with one of the largest halls
in Jaffna inaddition to othersub-
stantial buildings. It is well known
that these were the results of the
efforte of the triumvirate consisting
of the Principal, Mr. Ambikaipakan,
the Deputy Principal, Mr. Vaira-
muttu and their able Assistant, Mr.
Seenivasagam. The number in the
school has grown in geometric
proportions but thanks to the
efforts largely of Mr. Vairamuthu
who was in charge of the day-to-
day administration of the school,
the discipline has not suffered-
which is to say quite a good deal
in these days of indiscipline that
is prevalent among the school
children of today. He has been
able to receive from the staff the

maximum co-operation that has
led to the cxcellent results in
Puatlic Examinations that the
latest issue of the Vidyalaya
has disclosed to us. There was

1o magnetic personality about him
but there were very silent, unob-

Vidyalayam and 1963, when I trueive, persuasive and winning



ways about him and a high degree

of dedication that won for him
the co-operation and admiration
of his staff, students, old boys

and all others he met. And, thanks
to these traits the school has
grown in size, strength, character
and tradition,

When age ripens it is necessary
that even the people who had
given their life to the school have
to leave giving place to others.
And even so, Mr. Vairamuthu
retires for a well earned rest.
But he leaves behind him sound
traditions that will be carried on
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even after his personality is no
longer diffused in the halls of
Vidyalayam. I join the numerous
old boys and well-wishers of Mr.
Vairamuttu in deep and abiding
prayer that he will be spared
many years of healthy and active
rest in years to come. I use the
words “active rest’’ advisedly, as
it is not likely that he will rest
in the sense that he will not be
doing any work, the silent dynamo
that he is. I am certain that he
will devote his time and energy
in some sphere of social activity
with equal dedication and success.

If you can dream-and not make dreams your master,

If you can fill

the unforgiving minute

with sixty

seconds of distance run.

Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it,

And-which is more-you'll be a man,

my son!
— Kipling,

Something attempted, something done,

Has earned a night’s repose.

— Longfellow



Forty years of Dedicated Service

BY
M. M. Yoosuf, Esq. 5.2, E. T
Jaffna Central College, Faffna.

Lives of great men all remind us We can make our

lives sublime;

And, Departing leave behind us Feotprints on the sands of Time.

It is presumptuous on the part of

a lesser individual to write of a
great man., Yet it is to be deemed
a privilege for an old student to

write a few good words about an old
teacher on the eve of his retirement
after forty years of active and dedicated
service.

Forty years is almost a life-time
It is a rare fortune that one could
serve an institution uninterruptedly
for such long years. It is the abiding
interest which Mr, Vyramuthu took in
the development of Vaidyeshwara that
had kept him so long without promp
ting him to seek pastures new. He
could certainly have aspired to become

the Principal of an equally large
college elsewhere, but he couldn’t
possibly make up his mind to leave

the precincts which he loved, cherished
and helped to nurture wvear after
year. broadening from precedent to
precedent

In Vaidyeshwara’s hours of need
Mr. Vyramuthu as Vice Principal al-
ways rtose to the occasion and worked
side by side with the Principal. There
has not been an event in which he
has not played a vital role whether
it be sports Day, Parents Day, Rama-
krishna Mission Day or any other

— Longfellow

similar important function I remember
those arduous days years ago when
he was out in various parts of Ceylon
(along with the Principal and other
colleagues) launching campaigns to
raise funds for the new building His
primz virtue has been his extraordina.y
indefatigability and with this asset
he worked with a sense of devotion
to duty. He can be ranked among
the pioneers who helped to build up
Vidyalaya from its humble beginnings
to an A-grade Institution. Offering
his unstinting co-operation he was a
tower of strength to the Principal in
shaping the destinies of Vaidyeshwara,
i used to wonder occasionally (in the
psychological context that no two people
can agree for long) whether the harm-
onious relationships that had existed

throughout the years between the
Principal and his Deputy was the
result of a happy astronomical com-

bination Obviously there had been a
fine, healthy spirit of agreement and
compromise. Each had respected the
other’s opinions and also at times
diplomatically imposed his own opinions
rather successfully whatever it be, Mr.
Vyramuthu put his heart and soul
into whatever assignment he took
charge of so much so that he seldom
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touched anything which he did not

adorn.

Mr Vyramuthu belongs to that great
galaxy of good teachers, He stands
out pre-eminently as a teacher of
English. We all know the appallingly
low levels to which English sank after
the axe fell with the switch-over.
In this age when there is dearth of
good English teachers, it is teachers
like Mr Vyramuthu who have helped
at least to keep the embers burning.
He loved his pupils as much as or
even more than he loved his subject.
Teaching English in the higher forms
these days is really an uphill task
owing to various factors Mr. Vyramuthu

appreciated the difficulties of his
students, tried to wunderstand them
sympathised with them and took a

lot of pains with them. He did not
longingly wait for the last bell to
ring. Rather. he often carried his
lessons into after hours. Such was his
* delight in teaching and interest in duty,
By the stamp of his personality he
also tried to mould the character of
his pupils. He was seldom seen to
lose his temper, and he used the
cane very sparingly; if he did, it
was chiefly in the interest of discipline.
He was not a martinet either his
discipline was that of a disciplined
disciplinarian. In fact Mr. Vyramuthu
was an emblem of the nobility of
the teaching profession

Mr., Vyramuthu's field was not con
fined to the class room alone. As a
teachers’ teacher — a Teachers’ Coun-
sellor, so to say — he has been
lecturing to a number of teachers and
teacher - trainees in several centres
The Department of FEducation gave
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special recognition to his talents by
engaging his services in conducting
periodical seminars on the Teaching
of English as a Second Language.

Mr Vyramuthu has thus been a
great teacher, educationist and huma-
nist. An endearing friend and
Colleague too, he was, above all, a
gentleman pir excellence, recoiling
from inflicting pain on  others as
cardinal Newman would have it
What he did whether as teacher or
as Vice-Principal or as an individual,
he did with malice towards none.
with charity for all. and with firm-
ness in the Right That in sum,
was the secret of the wealth of
popularity and respect which he eun-
joyed both inside the college and
outside

And now after Mr Vyramuthu,
when comes such another? It is said
sometimes that no man is indispens
able. but it can certainly be said
that Mr. Vyramuthu leaves behind a
void whith can hardly be filled in
the foreseeable future. Service was the
essence of his nature that gave him
supreme satisfaction Considering the
glorious and unflinching manner in
which  he served Vaidyeshwara,
Mr Vyramuthu has reason to be
remembered with gratitude, love and
affection He leaves behind footprints
in the annals of Vidyalava — indeli-
ble memories of a long record of
service well and truly rendered in the
cause of Education One could take
a leaf from his book. for he is worthy
of emulation.

Finally let us wish Mr., Vyramuthu
many long years in happy retirement.
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Our Vice - Principal

P. Elankanayagam, Esq. B. a. Post - Graduate Trained.

Shunning publicity and courting
anonymity he lived laboricus days.
He seemed to me to regard work
at all times' as a blessing and
never as a burden. One comes
across few people so dedicated to
their work. I have not heard
him talk about the Bhagavad-
Gita but I havs scen him living is.
Qur school has been singularly
fortunate for the last twenty-five
years in having men at the helm
who couald work as a team with
such complete self - abnegation.
Though both the Principal and
the Vice- Priucipal have appeared
complementary personalities (as
far as school work was' concerned)
they have been equally appreci-
ative of how important in the
educational process are ideals and

the association with men of
ideals.

I shall not however attempt
here an analysis of our Vice-

Prineripal’s character or an assess-
ment of his work. The numerous
friends, associates and students
who will be contributing to our
souvenir will be doing that ser-
vice. Such work may not profit
him greatly but it certainly will
be of immense benetit to us. I
shall only pay my tribute to him
in the words of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, whose words one i8
reminded of, in thinking of him,

“The mass of men worry them-
selves into nameless graves, while
here and there a great unselfish
soul forgets himself into immor-
tality."’

“Knowledge is proud that he has learned so much,
Wisdom is humble that he knows not more”

— William Cowper
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Our Vice-principal :

A person in whom opposite forces
met and mingled

Mrs, P. Kanthasamy B a.

I have known Mr. Vyramuthu
only for four years and therefore
know much less about bim than
many another at Vaidyeshwara.
The justification for writing this
short appreciation lies not in the
degree of my acquaintance with
him but in the depth of the
reverence. I have for the great
qualities he possesses.

In bim there was a coming
together of opposites. He was firm
and gentle, was rock-like and
melting. It was this perfect mat-
ching of these opposites in his
personality that gave it the rich
flavour which it savoured of.

The vice - principal’s post held
him (wark the order of my words
for he never seemed to hold any
post of authority) for over fifteen
years and it did not corrupt him.
He is one 1im whom power never
tarnished humility. To his strong
sense of duty he brought a deep
understanding of human nature.
He got the best out of teachers
and the students not with violent
shakings but by gentle tappings. As
a teacher, he could not only wax
eloquent on the theories of teach-
ing but could also handle a class
as any other, only g0 much more
efficiently.

With the retirement of Mr.
T. Secnivasagam the college felt
as though 1its left arm was amput-
ated. Now with the ourtain falliag
on the services of owur vige-
principal Mr. Vyramuttu at Vidy-
alayam we feel armless-just a body
with a fine head., Oh! what depths
of sorrows are stirred up when
this head-the head of the school-
lonks to its right and to its left
in search of the able arms that
were once there but alas now
missiog!!

The void that will be left in
the wake of his retirement will
be bard to fill. For him personally,
this parting will be a wrench;
for us, here. it will be difficult
to imagine a Vidyalayvam without
its V. P - I have almost said V. 1. P.
But we have no doubt that his
services to the college will continue
to flow unabated. While he was
here he served it fully and whoie
heartedly but as it were only
from a distance mnever showing
bimself vp on the platform. This
retirement perhaps atfords him an
opportunity to serve it still more
fully tfrom a still further distance.

We wish him good health, long
life, prosperity and the comforts
of a retired life.
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The Man of Service

Siva, U. Somasegaram M. A. Ed.
Retired Assistant Direstor of Education
President, Hindu Institute of Culture jJaffna.

I have pleasure in contributing my meed of appreciation of
the services by my friend Mr. Vyramuthu to tbe youth of our
country as a teacher at Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya and elsewhere
on the eve of his retirement from the educational service.

I will touch on just a few points that struck me, during
my confacts with him over the past thirty years. These make
him an exceptionally good Guru and Leader of youth.

Some teachers are born teachers: other are just made teachers.
Mr. Vyramuthu was both born and made a teacher. Coming
early under the spiritual, benign influence of the Ramakrishna
Mission, it may be mentioned that he was one of ths few, very
few who imbibed the mission traditions of service above self in
the true spirit. Quiet and unassuming, he was always ready to
serve the school, the teaching profession and the Department
whenever and wherever his services were required. The questicn
of return or remuneration for the work never arose in his mind.
It was service in the true Gita traditions

Mr. Vyramuthu was a master of teaching techniques, parti=
cularly in the field of the teaching of English. His experience
was wide and he had tackled the problems in the spirit of a
research worker. He could hold his own with the best that the
British Council or the Unesco could supply us with.

Most teachers are guilty of loving to hear their own voices
and to be seen on the platforms, as often as possible.
Mr. Vyramuttu was always an exception. He would not talk
unless it was absolutely necessary, He almost hated to appear
on platforms.

Arother remarkable virtue in him was contentment. He was
always satisffed with his lot and he was never anxious for
promotions so long as he was given a good atmosphere to work
in. The need, hence, never arose for him to seek the favours
of anybody. I am sure he had his personal problems and
difficulties but he never allowed them to influence his work
as a teacher He had a good grasp of the very complex problems.
the teachers have to tackle but, he never allowed a spirit of
frustration to overcome him. por would he criticise others
unnecessarily.

Mr. Vyramuttu has mary years before him. I am sure he
is not lost to the educational world. 1 join with others in
wishing him all success in his efforts towards self realisation
through service and prayers. May the Blessings of Skantha be
with him always.
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Guru”

S. Balasubramania Iyer, Esq.

Even as I write this article
~ about my Guru my mind is fall
of reminiscences of the past. I
have known Mr C. Vairamuthu
from my kindergarten days at
Vivekananda Vidyalaya; now the
primiry section of Vaidyeshwara,
He had never taught me in the
primary section but yet I knew
him by sight and had developed
a liking towards him As my
residence i3 only a few yards
away from Vidyalaya, everyday
I had the chance of seeing Mr.
Vairamuthu walking to and back
from school in a calculated pattern
of strides, dressed in spotlessly
clean white national and vershti,
with a borderless white shawl
round his neck, holding an um-
brella with some books tugged up
in his armfold.

It was when I passed my filth
standard and sought admission to
the English medium instruction
at Vaidyeshwara that I came to
koow Mr. Vairamuthu more fully.
He was then a teacher of history
His way of dealing with the
subject wish the help of maps
created a sustain interest in that
subject among the children. I was
one of those who were very much
fascinated by his approach to

8

the subject of teaching world
history in the senior form. There
were only sevem of us then in
his senmior class and today all
the seven are very successful in
their own way. Oae is a doctor,
anobher i3 a proctor, two are
leading businessmen in Jaffna
and out of the remaining three
two are teachers and one 18 a
land surveyor. During our student
days we used to look forward
eagerly to bis classes in history.
The moment the bell was rung
for the history lesson to begin
all of us were filled with enthu-
siasm and there appeared Mr.
Vairamuthu on the scene with
his usual systematic, narrative
gkill of dealing with the subject
with special regard to minute
details, In fact his lessons were
so absorbingly interesting they
have created among his students
an abiding love of the subject
and even today all of us are
very much interested in reading
current world affairs,

In the year 1915 when Mr.
P. G. Narayana Iyer left Vaidyesh-
wara to join Jaffna Hindua College
Mr. Vairamutha took upon him-
self the task of teaching English
at Vaidyeshwara. Since then Mr,
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Vairamuthu’s interest turned to-
wards English and by 1956 with
the switch over to Swabasha a3
the medium of 1instruction in
our ‘schools, he has been moving

heaven and earth, to keep up the

falling standard of students’
attainment in English in our
schools. All teachers of English

were faced with a serious problem
of teaching English as a second
language. The standard of attain-
ment in English by our boys
fell to unfathomable  depths.
Teachers of English were highly
frustrated at their wnoble efforts.
It was at this juncture my Guru-
had the farsightedoess to chuange
the approach to the teaching
of English at Vaidyeshwara. In

his usual slow and steady manner
he was never disheartened with
his efforts. In fact he went on
his own to Madras and studied
how Dr. Forrester was tackling

the subject of teaching English

as a second language there. On
his return he was full of hope
and enthusiasm with his ‘structu-

ral approach’ but we teachers of
English at Vaidyeshwara have
not been equally enthusiastic about
his new way of approach to the
subject. There have been mauny
instances where he had exhorted
us to drill into our students 1in
Madras structures, To thiz day
he has never been satisfied with
the progress of our boys in

English at Vaidyeshwara or else-
where His conception of good
English- teaching ix that pupils
should automatically aud sponta-
neously reproduce sentence pat-
terns. However as time went on
more and more teacbers of English
have begun to appreciate and to
follow his approach. I am making a
gpecial mention of this here 1in-

order to show how my Guru was
endowed with that amocunt of
forsightedness which had made
him what he is today, Whatever
he does he does it very effi-
ciantly and thoroughly always
paying special regard to minute

details.

The pupils at Vaidyeswara have
a high regard and very often a
certain amount of ‘fear’ towards
him, When I say ‘fear’ let me
not be misunderstood. His ezac-
ting way of questioning the
student and calling the afttention
of the parents often created g
sense of fear among the pupils.
The parents too came to him for
advice regarding their childrens’
education. The old boys never
forget him because he possesses
the rare ability to remember
names and faces. Whenever and
wherever he meets them he in-
quires about their health, their
job and and their well being, It
is this special human touch of
his that has endeared him to
many a soul, Further no function



at Vidyalaya is complete without
bhim. The tremendous financial
success of the carnival was
gpecially due to his tactful hand-

ling of the event as a joint
treasurer with late Mr. Karala- .
singam (proctor). I had the rare

opportunity of working with him
in the sale of raffle tickets and
it was then I studied him as a
man for exemplary work. I con-
sider him ‘My Guru® because
besides being my teacher he had
been a ‘Guru’ in the true sense
of the word, That is when I
was faced with failures and was
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in a despondent mood it was

Mr Vairamuthu who cheered me
up and showed a new path to
follow. 'He s an ‘example of

what - love, ' # foresight and self
sacrifice can achieve for the true
and lasting good of the pupils.

His simplicity coupled” with
whole hearted devotion to lofty
ideals is always an example to
his associates and pupils. If at

all my iriends and I at Vaidyesh-
wara are going to do a real
service to him it would be
nothing but putting into practice
what he had been exhorting us
to do all these years.

He watch’d and wept, he pray’d and felt for all,

— Goldsmith
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The Vice- Principal as I saw him

Mrs. V. Vamadeva B. A,

1t was Rajaji who once said, ‘“when
a man has been in the world for a
long time and achieved certain emi-

nence, people tell all sorts of stories
about him and most of them are

not true’’. But — one cannot say that

of our Vice - Principal, whose career
marks the beginning and end of an
era in the history of Vaidyeshwara

Vidyalaya. For nearly forty years he
had guided, impelled and adorned
the activities of Vaidyeshwara It is
not an exaggeration to say that most
of us had in him the ideal
servant of an institution set up by
the Ramakrishna Mission.

Seen

It was my privelege to have had
some acquaintance with him, at least
for a couple of years. At the
encounter itself T was able to

firs,

visua
lise to some extent the abilities of
this quiet man at the top.

He

was

was a born adminstrator. He
firm and never faltered. When
he made up his mind on an issue
however bitter it may be to others:
he carried it effi-
ciently. Yet, he was a tough

out quietly and
never
administrator. His ability to lead was
the key to his He never
took pride in leadership. He did his
duty conscientiously and never wasted

success,

a single selfish thought on what view
the public would take of his action.
He never “sought tne palm without
the dust”. He always worked hard
and it was always easy for us to
serve under the hard working admi-
nistrator.

Like the Franciscan Friars, his
motto was ‘‘Laborare est orare”. His
been that of a
“man of Everything  he
did was done in the spirit of a

true devotee of the Lord.

entire career has

religion”’s

Anything said about him is incom-
plete if fails to mention his
contributions to the teaching of Eng-
lish as a second language. Every
English teacher at Vaidyeshwara had
received some sort of a training in
the herculean task of teaching English
these days. Many an outsider has
often referred to some of our Eng.
lish teachers as *‘‘Kuddi Vyramuthus”
— [small Vairamuthus).

Absolute  perfection in
task he undertook was another charac-
teristic typical of *C V., If the
Annual Inter House Sports Meet has
been organized perfectly, if the Ter-
minal Examinations have been
ducted with effective
supervision in every part of the hall”

one

whatever

con-
“vigilant and



and with utmost care, if thc school time

table has been cast withoat any
clash or misfit; then one can be
sure that it was the Vice Principal

who was ultimately responsible.

A word or two about his manner
of speech. He spoke in a hushed
voice but on very high themes.

When one speaks of Vaidyeshwara,
" one thinks of Vyramuthu, - the hub of
all activities in the school. In fact
Vaidyeshwara and Vyramthu are
synonymous. But what has been said of
him is incomplete without any reference
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to the Principal for, we saw in them
a “Duality in Oneness”. In brief, both
were complementary and supplementary
The Vice - Principal’s
premature retirement is indeed sad
news. Vaidyeshwra has lost its most

personalities,

eminent man — a born administrator,
a great leader the very spirit
of Vaidyeshwara, But Lost? No we
do hope that he will continue to guide
us in the future too. I would now join
my friends in wishing him good Health
and Prosperity for many many more
years to come.

and

“Knowledge should not be a philosopher’s impulse —
knowledge for the sake of knowledge.
Knowledge should be a physiologist’s impulse —
knowledge for the healing that it would bring to. mankind.”
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#Labour is life; From the inmost heart

of the worker rises his God-given force —

the sacred celestial life essence
breathed into him by almighty God.”
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— Thomas Carlyle
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what they

do not know... It isa painful, continual and difficult work

to be done by kindness,

by watching,

by warning, by

precept, and by praise, but above all-by example.

— Ruskin
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Mr. C. Vyramuthu

Drill! Thamby! Drill, again that voice!
[t is - it is Mr, Vyramattu’s voice!
Oh hasten, to his questions came
Answers chirraping from the tremblers.
His gestures and the click of his fingers
Made others say, that he was born for it,
When environ him on all sides round
In the class room and at his little desk.

««Is this the time to rush ?”” *“No’’ said he
Slow and steady pace makes spontaneous
Sentences on all mouths, that’s the skill,
“Go on my boy’, quoth he, & man
Swift in decision prompt in deed,
Brave and Just, and this is,
The man who helped t’rule Vidyalaya
For over four long decades.

Teacbers Doctors, Engineers, administrators and,
Others acknowledge in their heart his might,
That raised them to such ranks high,
And thank him for his very service,
Farewell to him! Oh sad ? but
We wish him well, and now,
Farewell and our wishes for health
And long Life, happiness and much wealth.

Kingsley
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
Jjaffna
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“"Yegs Thamby'-and the flash was over

An affectionate gesture from those
“You must take it up as a challenge whom he loved and lived with
Thamhy™
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Mr. Vyramuthu

A & Kanagaratnam Esq B. A,

Forty years is quite an epoch, a life
time almost® and forty years in one
and the same school! One could die
of the boredom

But teaching can be lively, with
hardly any dull hour and a growing
school the source of considerable enjoy-

ment to one dedicated to that kind
of work. Mr. Vyramuthu was one
such.

The Vaidyeshwara Vidyalayam was
founded by a teacher, and an assis=
tant master at that. Nor did the foun-
der become its manager. It was managed
by the entire staff a new departure
in school management. The Principal
and his assistants in which group the
founder found himiself, met to consult
as poblems arose and that democratic
tradition has held to this day, even
after the management was offered to
and accepted by the Ramakrishna
Mission in Ceylon.

In those days only denominational
bodies could found schoolss There was
neither social prestige nor financial
support to back an individual’s work
in this line. It is not surpising therefore
that for quite some time after its found-
ing the  Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya
remained a neglected school, mainly
catering for the children of the
poorer classes. It received little support
from the well-to~do community of
Indian and Muslim business men who
lived round the schools

At this time Mr, Vyramuthu was a
lad in his teens attending Jaffan Central
College.

Its English status notwithstanding,
when Mr. Vyramuthu joined the staff
of the Vidyalayam, it was still an
obscure school in an insignificart suburb
of the town - then administered by
an Urban Council. One big hall housed
several classes as in so many swabasha
schools of that day, then contempt-
ously called ‘vernacular’ and in fact
very much so. That was the school
where Mr. Vyramuthu learnt his craft
as a pedagogue.

The Ramakrishna Mission that took
over the management of the school
was wise enough to trust the Principal
and staff with the actual management,
retaining in their hands only a nominaj
responsibility. By the time free Edu-
cation became law the school’s future
was assured, like that of some other
schools whose managers dida’t care
to live off the earnings of their
teacherss In the congenial climate
ushered in with Kannangara’s ‘pear]
of great price’ Vidyalayam developed
fast. The story of her rise from near-
slum conditions to her A-grade status
is intimately associated with  Mr.
Vyramuthu’s career as a schoolmaster.

Mr. Vyramuthu will repudiate this.
He would smile in his typically tolar-
ant manner and disclaim any preten=-
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sions to being the sole architect of
of what has been achieved at the
Vidyalayam durnig the last two decades
and he is right. No school can claim
to be the dream child of any one
person. A school build-up is a co-perative
effort and Mr. Vyramuthu's part
in the story of the Vidyalayam was
no more nor less than that of his
colleagues; nor for that matter Mr.
Ampikaipakan's or Mr. Seenivasagam’s
or of any other of that closely knit
team of friends and colleagues whose
careers have merged in the making
of this schocl.

One might well ask whether any
system of bureaucratic control that
neither cared to cultivate the good

will «f the teachers. nor even trusted

them. could ever draw out so much
devotion and sacrifice as went into
the Dbuilding of the Vaidyeshwara
Vidyalaya. Frequent interference,

whether managerial or ‘head - magiste-
rial,” could discourage the teachers
and mar their school plans and pur-
poses. Some people want to domi-
nate their milieu and rule the men
who work with them Such men are so
out of step with the mood of our
time. [ am yet to see a school that
prospered under these strong arm
administrators. The Vaidyeshwara Vidy-
alaya, as also our other good schools
of recent vintage, have all had one
feature in common. They owed their
risc to this team spirit among the
Principal and his Staff, this feeling
of a common pride in a common
endeavour.  Principal Ampikaipakan
and his Vice Principal Vyramuthu

were both gifted with that
quality that could kindle this
spirit among their assistants.

rare
team

Messrs. Ampikaipakan and Vyra-
muthu made an ideal partnership, per-
fectly co-ordinated to the tasks they
were assigned to do; over the years
their mutual relations so developed
and mellowed that the one would not.
could not, take any step without
first consulting the other. It was a
marriage made in heaven, as the
Christians would say, fruitful and
felicitous, the complete merging of
‘mine’ and ‘thine’ in the happy
‘ours’. One could hardly say who was
the Principal and who the Vice,
except that they had to occcupy two
different offices with different name
boards.

A teacher who really understands
his role in Society cannot keep him-

self apart from public affairs, even
if administrative regulations restrain
him. A teacher should not be just

a book - addict, producing good results
but little else. The classroom cannot

circumscribe a good teacher. He is
too big to be contained and the
influence of his teaching overflows

the classroom into the country beyond
Mr. Vyramuthus influence in the
professional, cultural and Trade Union
fields has been considerable but unosten-
tatious. He has been closely associ-
ated with the management of two
of our Teachers’ Benevolent Fund
Societies; and was fer some time
Chairman of the Examination Council
of the Northern Province Teachers’
Association:
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But Mr. Vyramuthu's supreme con-
tribution to the Vidyalayam is the
public confidence in the school that
has grown up during the last twenty
years among all sections of the
people of Jaffna. This is largely
due to his personal qualities.
His simple ways are well known.
He hasn’t cared to build for himself
a big house. He is readily approach=-
able with a calm and even temper.
Friendly towards every one he can
be firm and hard under his velvet
glove wherever it is necessary. His
humour, light and restrained adds
flavour to his naturally informative
cenversation. These are qualities that
a Jaffna parent cannot resist in a
school master. Sedate and dignified
Mr. Vyramuthu 1is the picture of
dependability as he walks to school along
the Navalar Road with his books
under his arm at the same leisurely
pace as if he were doing his morning
constitutional.

45

Mr. Vyramuthu’s special know how
is the teaching of English as a
foreign language. He did not go
abroad to acquire his expertise. He
read up anything on the subject that
came his way, critically examined
what he read, and tried out his
findings in his own school, Without
any of the elaborate modern aids
available in the Training Colleges
abroad, he has made himself an
accepted authority in this field — a
self - made specialist and local pro-
duct who is listened to with respect
and attention by the many experts
who have learnt their craft in a
sophisticated background
than Mr. Vyramuthu’s. As for me,
I must say here that in my discus-
sion with him personally
committees on the teaching of English
I have learnt much from Mr, Vyra-
muthu.

much more

and in

“Know thou thyself: as thou hast learned of Me,
I made thee three in one and one in three -
Spirit and mind and form - immortal whole,
Divine and undivided Trinity.

Seek not to break the triple bond assigned :
Mind sees by Spirit : Body moves by mind :
Divorced from Spirit, both way wildered fall -
Leader and led, the blindfold and the blind.”

12

— James Rhoades
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“Master, servant, friend, in one”’

K. Chitravadivelu Esqr. B. Sc.

‘“Balaam” the anonymous author
of the book *Chalk in my bair”
which was a sardonic but bril-
liant comment on teachers and
the teaching profession remarked
that all teachers ultimately go
mad. This special number which
we have brought out in recog-
nition of the services of Mr.
Vyramuthu makes us ponder as
to whether “Balaam” was com-
pletely right. Of course there was
a certain amount of “‘madness”’
in the dedication with which Mr.
Vyramuthu served our college buf
there was in his character and
personality such an unshakeable
stability and unswerving dedica-
tion of purpose which prompts us
to come to a different conclusion.

Henry Adams in his book ““The
Education of Henry Adams’’ said
A teacher affects eternity; he
can never tell where his influence
stops’® This was so of Mr. Vyra-
muthu. He was not only at the
centre of the activities of our
college but he also influenced its
vaired activities at its periphery.

His skill as a teacher of Eng-
lish language was well known.

His profound knowledge of the
mechanics of teaching English as
s second language and his ability
to translate these theories into a
practical reality in the classroom
were recognised by the English
Unit of the KEducation Depart-
ment. He was a prominent figure
in the many seminars held on
the above subject.

It is said that an adminis-
trator must combine the qualities
of strict adherence fto principles,
with a humsn understanding of
problems, Mr. Vyramuthu had
this in full measure. He was not
a pedantic bureaucrat who was
stifled by regulations and cir-
culars. He approached every pro-

blem with sympathy, tact and
understanding and by his own
personal example set the wheels
of the administration of the
school to run without undue
friction.

He was an ideal collegue. He

treated every member of the staff
with courtesy, kindness and under-
standing. His devotion to lofty
ideals has always been a source
of inspiration tc his associates.
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Mr. K. Vadivel

Mr. {S. Nadarajah
Mr. S Kumarasooriyar

Mr. K. Arumugam

Mr. M. Kanagaratnam
Mr. T. Sangarapillai
Mr. K. Senathirajah
Mrse Y. Vamadeva

Mr. C, Thambiah

Mrs. T. Ramanathan
Mrs. V. Somasuntharam
Mrs, S. Somasuntharam
Mrs. P, Sockanathapillai
Miss. S. Arulampalam
Mr. K. R. Nadarajah
Mr. S. Govindasamy
Mr, K. Tharmalingam
Mr. O M. A Razaak
Mr M S Anvar

Mrs. N. Rajaratnam
Mr. V. Perampalam
Mr. P. Kanapathipillai

General Course in Art Certificate
Tamil Trained-First Class and Drawing
Certificate.

] First Class Tamil Trained, Pandit
Tamil & Sanskrit.

| First Class Tamil Trained, & S. S. C-
English.

First Class Tamil Trained, Teacher
Drawing Cert:ficate.

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

Third Class Eng. Teachers Certificates
First Class Tamil Trained, Pandit.
Dip-in-Tamil

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

Sangeetha Pooshanam (Annamalai)
First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained
Maulavi Arabic Dip.

S. S. C. English (0. L.)

First Class Tamil Trained

First Class Tamil Trained

B. Sc.

CLERICAL STAFF

Mr. A. Thuraisingam

Mr. K. Somasuntharam

LIBRARIAN

Mr. N. Kandiah



We fully Assoiciate ourselves
with the Teachers’ Guild
Vaidyeshwara Vidyalaya in extending to

Mr, C Vyramuthu
Our Best Wishes

DACARAMIS

JAFFNA.

With best eomplimeufs
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From
Regd No, 5381. Prop: K. RANGANATHAN

93, Manipay Road, JAFFNA.
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Cables: ‘STAR’ Phone: 277

Sa Wa A RAZZIACK & CO.,

Specialists in:
FASHIONABLE

JEWELLERIES
AND

BRILLIANTS

f

S. T. A. RAZZACK & Co.,
JAFFNA.
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SOVEREIGN PALACE

THE
POPULAR JEWELLERS
i N
NORTH CEYLON

K. N. M. MEERAN SARIB

JEWELLERS & DIAMOND MERCHANTS

KANNATHIDDY i JAFFNA
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Best Wishes to our most

Revered 'Teacher

From:

SURYA JEWELLERS

127, Kasthuriar Road,
JAFEFNA.
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