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PRIME MINISTER « PREMIER MINISTRE

September 26, 2012
Dear Mr. lyathurai:

[t is with great pleasure that I extend my warmest greetings to you
as you are honoured for your years of service to the community through your
involvement with Kurumbasiddy Nalanpuri Sabai-Canada.

This special recognition pays tribute to your generous spirit and
represents the community’s deep appreciation of your dedicated efforts. You have
earned the respect of countless individuals, and your commitment to the

betterment of society has had enduring benefits.

Please accept my best wishes for every happiness and success in the
years to come.

Yours sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P.
Mr. Jega Iyathurai

The War of 1812
La guerre de 1812

1812.gc.ca
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Premier of Ontario - Premier ministre de I'Ontario

October 8, 2012

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to offer my
congratulations to Jega Iyathurai on the occasion of his 60" birthday.

Mr. lyathurai, this is a time to celebrate not only your numerous
personal achievements, but also your dedication to your community
and the province of Ontario. This occasion is also an opportunity for
your loved ones to express their appreciation for the positive and
lasting difference you have made in their lives.

I am confident that this milestone birthday will reflect what it means to
turn 60 in this day and age — that your exemplary contributions can
only be succeeded by achievements yet to come.

Please accept my sincere best wishes for a wonderful birthday — and
may you continue to enjoy a rich measure of life’s blessings.

4.7

Dalton McGuinty
Premier
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House of Commons

House of Commons

719 Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa ON

K1A OA6

Tel: 613-996-9681

Fax: 613-996-6643

Constituency

8130 Sheppard Ave. E,
Suite 104

Toronto, ON

M1B 3W3

Tel: 416-298-4224

Fax: 416-298-6035

Toll Free: 1-866-871-4676

Rathika Sitsabaiesan
Member of Parliament for Scarborough-Rouge River

A Personal Message from MP Rathika Sitsabaiesan
Dear Jega,

| send my warmest greetings to you on your 60th birthday. | am happy
to hear that your outstanding contributions to the community are being
celebrated on this memorable occasion.

Your involvement with Kurumbasiddy Nalanpuri Sabai-Canada for the last
20 years has been inspirational.| admire the tireless work you have done to
encourage and support youth in our community and in your neighbourhood
of the Morningside Heights/Staines area. From the annual cultural shows,
award ceremonies, and tutoring service, you have encouraged youth to
develop a strong sense of self and helped first-generation Canadians make
the adjustment to post-secondary school.

As a woman of Tamil descent, | am proud to see you recognized for your
achievements.

| wish to thank you for all your hard work.
Happy Birthday!

Sincerely,

Rathika Sitsabaiesan, MP
Scarborough-Rouge River

i+l

Rathika.Sitsabaieasan@parl.gc.ca
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A Personal Message from MPP Bas Balkissoon oo

As the member of the Legislative Assembly of Ontario representing the riding of Scarborough —
Rouge River, I am pleased to congratulate Mr. Jega Iyathurai on his sixtieth birthday for his
dedication to serving the community and contributing to the vibrant cultural fabric of this area.

Through his tireless efforts on behalf of Kurumbasiddy Nalanpuri Sabai-Canada to organize and
promote shows, contests and awards ceremonies, Mr. Iyathurai has helped Tamil-Canadian youth
recognize and celebrate their heritage. Additionally, his active involvement in the Morningside
Heights / Staines neighbourhood association and in initiating a tutoring service for students
further displays his commitment towards building and improving the community as a whole.

Birthdays represent an opportunity to reflect on one’s life and to celebrate the accomplishments
made through hard work and determination. It is also a chance to recognize the impact one
individual can make to improve the lives of many others. Once again, I hope that Mr. Iyathurai
will have a happy sixtieth birthday and many more years of happiness to come.

Sincerely,

a9 ‘/Qn
Bas Balkissoon, MPP Queen’s Park, Toronto
Scarborough — Rouge River October 2012
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Councillor Raymond Cho
Scarborough-Rouge River, Ward 42

October 8, 2012

On behalf of the residents of Ward 42, Scarborough Rouge-River, I am delighted to
extend my sincere appreciation to Jega Iyathurai for his exceptional and ongoing
dedication to community service.

Jega is a tremendous individual who has already received various distinctions,
including an award presented by Former Mayor Mel Lastman from the City of
Toronto. Jega has become invaluable in my ward for his years of selfless
volunteerism and active leadership within the Morningside Heights and Malvern
communities. As an accomplished author and long-serving member of the
Kurumbasiddy Nalanpuri Sabai — Canada, Jega's words and actions have touched and
inspired countless lives within my ward and in the City of Toronto.

[ am proud to recognize Jega for all his accomplishments and wish him success in all
his future endeavours.

Yours truly,

Dr. Raymond Cho

Toronto City Councillor
Scarborough—Rouge River, Ward 42
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(VIARKHAM

Jun 7", 2012. Logan Kanapathi
Councillor, Ward 7

MESSAGE FROM MARKHAM

On behalf of Markham City Council, I am pleased to extend my congratulations and well wishes on the
occasion of Mr. Jega lyathurai’s 60th birthday celebrations.

Mr. lyathurai has been a longstanding pillar of the Scarborough Tamil Community, and an important
member of the Tamil Canadian community at large. His charitable endeavours, including working with
children and youth through the performing arts and academic activities, are an invaluable contribution to
the growth and success of Tamil youth in Canada. Through his tutoring service and annual cultural
shows, he has given many children the opportunity to showcase their talents to the world and find their
own niche within the fabric of Canadian life. This is an invaluable gift that will reap nothing but positive
benefits for the community in the years to come.

His contributions to Tamil-Canadian literature must also be commended, as his poetry and historical
anthology about the village from which he hails offers audiences a glimpse into the rich history of Tamils
and traditions in Sri Lanka. It is difficult, especially for the youths, to connect personally with their past
and it is literature such as those offered by Mr. Iyathurai that will help them discover their own identity
and the history.

Today we gather together to honour the achievements of someone who devoted many years in the service
of his community. Congratulations for 60 well-lived years, and 1 look forward to hearing about many
more of your accomplishments in the future.

With well wishes for joy, health and success in the years to come,
Logan Kanapathi

N (\ L/\/l [Z 7Y

Councillor, City of Markham

The Corporation of the Town of Markham - 101 Town Centre Boulevard, Markham, Ontario L3R 9W3
Tel: 905.479.7748 - Fax: 905.479.7763 - e-mail: Ikanapathi@markham.ca - www.markham.ca
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“Gratitude is not only the greatest of virtues,
but the parent of all others.”

For the past twelve years, Mr. Jegatheeswaran Ilyathurai (Jega) has worked within
our Operations team in varying capacities. His commitment to quality of work,
unprecedented work ethic, his work knowledge and a strong sense of pride and
ownership has made him one of our successful and respected Senior Associates. It
1s qualities like these that make us feel honoured to have someone like Jega on our
team.

I have had an opportunity to work with Jega over the past six years; he embodies a
calm presence and quiet demeanor. I have only recently learned about his personal
commitments to charity work. It 1s by that kind of work, what we ourselves have
done, and not by what others have done for us, that we shall be remembered for
ever.

With gratitude, and with pleasure, your DST Family wishes you many happy
returns on your milestone — your 60th birthday.

Valentina Karacic, PMP | Director, Toronto Operations
DST Output Canada Inc.
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The world is my country, all mankind are my breatheren and to do
good is my religion. (Thomas Paine 1737 - 1809)
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Because I feel that in the heavens above
The angels, whispering one to another,
Can find among their burning tears of love,
None so devotional as that of '"Mother,"
Therefore, by that dear name I have long called you,
You who are more than mother unto me.
- Edgar Allan Poe.
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Mr. Mathivannan

Thuraisingham.
Dip. in Com. Eng.
Member of the

DST Family
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I have known Jega anna personally for the past five years and first
met him during our time working together. As a fellow employee he
has been a joy to work with. He has a teaching spirit and was very
willing to help train me with respect to my responsibilities in my new
role. His advice was welcomed and very much appreciated as his
assistance has thus far helped me perform more effectively and
efficiently. His welcoming attitude also helped me to acclimate myself
in my new job and feel at ease with my new surroundings. Jega anna
has also proven to be a formidable co-worker and an excellent team
player during our many shifts together. I am confident that my high
regard for Jega anna is shared not only by me but also our fellow co-
workers as well given the manner with which everyone else views
Jega anna as well.

And while Jega anna's influence at work is indeed deeply felt the
effect he has had on my life is far greater since he has become my
friend and mentor. He is very open minded, genuine, compassionate
and level headed. He has always proved to be a reliable source of support
for me and is always willing to lend an ear to those in need. Jega
anna's kindness has no bounds and he has been an unwavering
source of support during my wife's hospitalization and has offered
words of wisdom and support whenever I am faced with a particularly
difficult obstacle or decision either professionally or personally. Jega
anna is always one of the first to offer his help to others and I feel
fortunate to consider him as a friend and mentor in my life. It takes
a very special person to drop their own duties momentarily and come
to the aid of others without hesitation.

Jega anna has a wonderful sense of humour, an admirable passion
for life and a sense of adventure that has not diminished a bit even as
he approaches his 60th birthday. His life experiences have given Jega
anna an interesting and unique ability to view situations with a positive,
uplifting attitude. Jega anna has an uncanny ability to dole out
advice that fits any situation and throughout our friendship he has
displayed this keen sense of empathy numerous times. I can think of
a number of instances when Jega anna has made a statement and I
am left baffled immediately afterwards. However, upon further
thought I am able to identify the intent and significance of his words
and its relevance and deeper meaning.

Over the past five years I have come to realize that Jega anna has
proven to be an excellent example of a good, well intentioned, and
truly caring friend. It is often said that people come into our lives for
a reason, a season, or a lifetime. Looking back at my five year friend-
ship with Jega anna I can say with the utmost confidence that Jega
anna is indeed a lifetime friend of mine and I look forward to enjoy-
ing his company, advice, and friendship for many years to come. Jega
anna: you serve as a shining example of what a good friend is and I
appreciate all that you have done thus far for me.
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Mr. Anpalagan
Kanthasamiyar B.Sc,
Member of the
DST Family

I have known Jega for almost ten years. I am honored to be given an
opportunity to speak about such an amazing man.

It's been a pleasure working with you during these past ten years. I
really enjoy working with such a pleasant and kind person. Your ded-
ication to life has always left me astonished.

Your ability to balance your work life and your personal life with
ease has always impressed me. I hope one day, I can follow in your
foot steps to be an exceptional family man, as well as a remarkable co
worker.

Sharing my working days with you has given me all the strength and
guidance I need to be not only a better worker but also a better man.
You're someone that I look up to, and wish to have your determina-
tion and self confidence at your age. I hope all your birthday wishes
come true. Not just a year older, but a year better. Here's to another
year of experience.

God bless you and wish you all the best on your 60th birthday and
the years yet to come. Happy 60th Birthday Jega.




A-mazing
Person

Mr. Sunanthan
Shanmugalingam
Dip.in Comp. System &
Net working
Member of the
DST Family

STy ;.

I would like to congratulate Jega Iyathurai on his 60th birthday and
wish him a couple of things.

First, I'm very glad to see him celebrate his birthday surrounded by
his friends and family. Jega is a cheerful energetic pillar within our
DST community and is a joy to work with. He is not only a valued co-
worker but also a reliable and kind-hearted friend to all those who
have had the pleasure of striking up a friendship with him.

During our friendship and time at DST I've always wondered how he
had time for everything- from his commitment to work, his family,
and his love for writing and strong sense of community.

He is an amazing person, and on his birthday I would like to wish
him simple happiness. I wish him the harmony that comes when all
the components of life are balanced- When daily work brings delight
and in the evening you hurry back home to be with your family. I
wish Jega a year full of joys that give one the strength to realize your
dreams and accomplish great achievements.

Happy Birthday Jega Anna, may this 60th year be your best yet.
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Mentor

After daughter’s Graduation Ceremony at U of T

I met Jega at DST Output. I have known him on a personal
basis for about three years,and he has been my mentor and
friend throughout these years.

He is very reliable and dependable He is always the First one in
on his shift, and one of the last ones out.

Jega is always loaded with enormous tasks, with cut off times,
Mr. Sayi Parameswaran and somehow manages to finish them off with ease.
Menrlber Of.the His vast knowledge and experience at DST, has helped me and
DST Family others gain an understanding of why and how jobs are
processed.

He is always ready to lend a hand, and never says '"no" when
asked for help. His youthfulness and boundless energy are
awe-inspiring and I am very fortunate to call him my friend.

_ Jegajeevitham
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co-worker

Having known Jega during our time at DST I have come to know him
as a good friend, philosopher, and a fantastic source of guidance and
advice.

He is soft-spoken, always direct and to the point, and a very logical
and efficient co-worker. I have observed him in the workplace for a
number of years and he always executes his work with precise plan-
ning in a very organized manner demonstrating his knowledge and
familiarity with his work.

He is also a source of help at DST as he is always ready and willing
to help his fellow co-workers and he is always available to offer his
advice when requested. Despite the fact that he is one of the more
senior level employees at DST Jega always shows the utmost respect
to those around him and displays a sense of professionalism whenever
he interacts with his colleagues.

Mr. Umang Deasai BSc.
Member of the

DST Family This behaviour has earned Jega the respect of his co-workers at DST
and is something that I myself admire as he refrains from behaving
irresponsibly or rashly despite the situation.

Having met and worked with his hard-working and bright son Ajay
I can also attest to the fact that Jega is a great father as witnessed by
his colleagues at DST.
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I have had the great pleasure of calling you my uncle for many years
now. And while I do not have the opportunity to see you as often as
I'd like when I do visit I thoroughly enjoy my time with you. I am
always pleased to see you and you are always sure to engage in
interesting discussions.

Your caring nature is always on display through your concern for me
and my family and most especially through the care you have provided
for my grandma and grandpa for the past few years. As an uncle to
both my brother and I you have always shown yourself to be inter-
ested and caring about our schooling and life's ambitions. This kind
hearted display is also shared with your children as well who are
always willing to help me with my work when needed and I am grate-
ful to have such a loving and caring extended family that is always
more than willing to help my family when needed.

Aside from being a devoted uncle I also know you to be a gifted
writer and poet and I have thoroughly enjoyed hearing you speak at
many different events. It is always a pleasure to hear you on stage
and I am always happy to see you at regular family functions. Despite
your busy life and your various commitments I truly appreciate you
making the time to attend many different family events, get-togethers,
and parties. Your presence is very much felt and your joyful
demeanour is much appreciated.

As you approach your 60th birthday I hope you continue to enjoy
your life to the fullest and wish you a fun-filled day.

""Live as if you were to die tomorrow. Learn as if you were to live for-
ever." This quote spoken by Mahatma Gandhi reminds me of you not
only because it sums up your attitude towards life and learning but
also because much like him I find you to be an extraordinary person
and a wonderful presence in my life.

Ly wsf APTEGE RMIIRICIT 2012
A i

| SBUSI 1) . VWD TV
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

126




Advisor

Jega with his wife at his sister’ s special occasion in Montreal (1985)

Although my earliest memories of Jegathees Mama are from only
about 25 years ago, my history with him goes back much farther.

Jegathees Mama features prominently in my parents' wonderful stories
of the past, as he was there to help arrange their marriage, and also
travelled with my mother, brother, aunt, and uncle when they first
came to Canada.

I've enjoyed hearing about how he and my uncle were best friends,
the things they used to do together, and how our families interacted.
These stories are from a former time and place that is an important
connection to my roots, and Jegathees Mama is a central figure in
these roots.

My earliest memories of Jegathees Mama are of him with his big
hair, being playful, cracking jokes and letting out his very distinct
laugh.

I've also considered Jegathees Mama to be an advisor of sorts; he is
very scholarly and I've always been in awe of his knowledge, ability
Ms. Gobhina N agarajah to learn and write. I know I have had many conversations with him
B.A where I've learned something new, and his desire to spread
. knowledge is admirable.
Law College Final Year, 5
Ontario When he knows something, he knows it thoroughly, and when he
teaches something, he will make sure you've learned it well.

Jegathees Mama, I wish you a very happy 60th birthday and
continued good fortune going forward.

o J eevitha m
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Enchantor

Mr. Aji Thavarajah
Senior Financial
Analyst, CRA

Ms. Ansha Thavarajah,

University of Ottawa,
MSe Student

Happiness is when what you think, what you say, and what you do are
in harmony
-- Mahatma Ghandi

People come in and out of our lives in such a short period of time.
Some inspire us to make the best of ourselves while others are forgotten
just as quickly as they come. One person's influence that has
inspired both of us is our uncle, Jega Iyathurai.

He has been part of our lives since we were children and has made
great effort to stay in our lives and encourage us to go beyond our-
selves. Our uncle is like no other as his abilities exceed those of most
people. He can enchant you through his words and is known for his
many poems. His political and personal beliefs make for interesting
debates and the depth of his knowledge is more so than many others.

He does not hesitate to help others and his drive to assist strangers in
need is admirable. The most inspirational characteristic of our uncle
is his ability to set his mind on something and being able to carry for-
ward. He does not allow anyone to tell him that he cannot do some-
thing, He has had his ups and downs, but has proven that life is not
all about success but about values and beliefs.

With all these talents, Uncle has never been selfish. While working
and taking care of the family, he made time to help children in his
neighbourhood. He tutored children of all ages and encouraged
them to strive for the best. He treated these children as his own and
gave each child the necessary time and attention to give them the help
they needed. Uncle has gone through a tough childhood to get to
where he is today and his willingness to share his story has surly
inspired many of his students.

Uncle is also a family man. Despite his hectic schedule, he is always
making time to attend birthdays, weddings and anniversary parties.
He makes sure he is aware of what is going on in our lives. If we have
doubts, he always encourages us to strive further. He has embraced
the concept that you will never have time to do anything unless you
make time.

We are proud to say he is our uncle. His motivation and strength is
what has allowed him to be where he is today. We love you and
Happy Birthday!
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"One father is more than a hundred schoolmasters."
- George Herbert

T;;aﬁ As a child, 1 had no doubt that this quote held true. My father
%; 0 ?’i q‘y t 0 ?y{ e would spend endless hours with us helping us with our home-

! : work and encouraging us to always, always aim for success. He
seemed to have all the answers and I remember sitting in awe
of his seemingly endless intellect. When 1 was puzzled by a
particularly challenging math problem he would patiently help.
When I was studying for my spelling test he would sit and quiz
me. When I was curious about life's little intricacies such as
why the moon seemed to be following us during our car ride he
would smile and explain it to me. In this and so many ways he
has served to be patient, encouraging, and kind teacher
throughout the past 23 years.

As I've grown older however this quote has taken on a new light
altogether. While I still can count on my dad's uncanny ability
with numbers and quick wit, I've come to appreciate the
numerous life lessons that he has shared with us as well.
Knowingly or not his behaviour, character, and views has had
an undeniable effect on both my brother and I growing up. His
enviable zeal for life has always been an encouraging and
inspired example of how to go through life. He has always had
a wild passion for life and adventure, and as most of his friends
and family will agree, while he approaches 60 this has only
grown. His seemingly endless energy has shown little sign of
diminishing even now that he is nearing his 60th birthday and
at times his energy seems to even outlast me at 23. He
approaches life in such a positive, optimistic manner that
intentionally or not it serves to cast a light on those on around
him and serve as an inspiration to others as well.

My dad has always been incredibly altruistic and service oriented

and he continues to seek out opportunities requiring his talents.

This sense of community and engagement has taken the form of

numerous volunteer opportunities extending from his home-
Ms. Ashley town of Kurumbasiddy to right here in our neighbourhood in
s Toronto. His keen engagement is both infectious and a welcome
. reminder to those around him of the importance of global
Law Student citizenship and the duty to serve others.

Jegatheeswaran, MA

And while most of his friends and colleagues too would agree
with this characterization of my father I would also like to take
this opportunity to highlight another side of him that is perhaps
less evident to some- his kind, loving performance as a father.

Jegajeevitham
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While I've observed and been so very proud of
his various accomplishments both in his
professional life and personal life, through his
commitment to service, his spirit of volunteerism,
his inspiring abilities as an orator, his innate
way with words as an accomplished poet and
author, to me and my brother he is all those
things but more importantly he is the backbone
of our family, the glue that holds us together,
and the tree trunk supporting the four of us. As
a father he has excelled in so many ways and
has undertaken a great number of responsibilities
all in the hopes of providing the best for me and
my family.

In our family my dad plays a number of different
roles that as he gets older I can only hope to do
for him in turn. He's played the role of a nurse
expertly in the past; I remember being sick and
being comforted by my dad who having
returned from a long midnight shift was all too
willing to offer a tired shoulder as a well padded
pillow while I nursed my various ailments.

He's perfected the role of the patient teacher
whenever my brother or I required additional
help during our years of schooling. Here, his
emphasis on the importance of education has
imparted a strong love for learning as he not
only spoke highly of the value of education but
also lived it firsthand through his own commit-
ment to education and his voracious appetite
for reading. And perhaps most appreciated is
his unwavering support and encouragement - a
most welcome trait in any good teacher. He has
always been the most supportive of voices -
always uplifting, encouraging and loving - and
leaving my brother and I with the distinct
impression that we can achieve anything.

It is often said that the best thing a father can
do for his children is love their mother and here
too my dad has excelled in this role. The two of
them together complement each other nicely
and my dad's devotion to my mother and his
marriage has left both my brother and I with a
firm idea of what a happy family and married
life should aspire to be.

| SBusiy m. dmssatAIo !

And perhaps most known to his friends and
family is his role as the comedian. As a child, I
remember distinctly many a time when I, feeling
down or saddened, was brought to smiles and
laughter when my dad would work to cheer me
up through his well timed jokes and his beaming
smile. This smile (especially when paired with
his infectious laugh) has an uncanny ability to
make the most disheartened child light up as
well.

Lastly, he has also succeeded in the role of an
incredibly grateful and well intentioned son.
Seeing him with my grandmother his love and
devotion to her is evident and hearing him
speak of his late father always brings a smile to
my face. He always speaks fondly of him and
the lasting impression he has had on him even
now is quite apparent. And from everything he
has told me I am sure that my late grandfather
would be so very proud of the person that he is
today and I can only extend my belated thanks
to him as well as my grandmother for raising
him to be the person he is today as I have
reaped all the benefits of his loving upbringing.

All in all, my dad has happily taken on all these
roles and more. Always happily and with love.
Never begrudgingly or annoyed. And through-
out it all he has demonstrated an enviable grace
and well honed sense of humour. I am truly so
very proud to be able to claim him as my dad.
As a daughter I feel incredibly blessed to have
had such a presence in my life and as I grow
older one of my most heartfelt ambitions in life
is to repay him for all that he has done for me.
He has shown himself to be the most giving,
selfless, and loving person that I know and as
he reaches the later part of his life I hope to
simply take care of him with the same kindness
and respect he has shown to my brother and I
while raising us for the past 20 odd years. As he
nears this milestone I am reminded of some-
thing I told him at his 50th birthday but that
still rings as true if not more today: If I, at the
end of this journey, am half the person he is I
will be incredibly lucky and proud.
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Art by Kavitha Faviluimar
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