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By Somayeh Bahrami

The new citizenship Bill C-24 introduced by Chris
Alexander, the current Minister of Citizenship and
Immigration, passed and became law on Friday June 20th,
2014. The new law changes the core aspect of Canadian
citizenship as Chris Alexander announced: “It would
remind individuals that citizenship is not a right, it's a
privilege.” With the new Bill, Citizenship Canada rede-
fined narratives of citizenship, what it means to be a
Canadian, and what can be seen as an exemplary
Canadian. But the critical issue is that new changes to the
requirements for Canadian citizenship are not in the right
and democratic direction.

First, under the old system, citizenship has always been
secure. Whether born in Canada or not, once a person was
granted Canadian citizenship, his/her citizenship was
secure. Unless he/she obtained citizenship by fraud, no
one could revoke it. Even then, a Federal Court judge
made that decision after a full court hearing. Under the
new law, citizenship can be rescinded for reasons other
than fraud, the decision will be made by a citizenship offi-
cer, and there will be no opportunity for a live hearing or
an appeal.

Second, the new law divides Canadians into two classes:
First-class Canadians with no other citizenship or possibil-
ity of obtaining another one, and second-class Canadians
who have dual citizenship or the possibility of dual citi-
zenship. Interestingly, one may not be aware of possessing
a second citizenship, In some countries, as long as you are
married to their citizen, or you have a parent or grandpar-
ent of that country, you are also a

citizen of that country without applying or even

knowing about it.

Second-class citizens are at risk of losing their

citizenship and their right to live in Canada could be taken
away under certain circumstances. For example, all citizens
born outside Canada (i.e. naturalized citizens) may lose
their citizenship if the citizenship officer believes they do
not intend to live in Canada or if they decide to move to
another country to study or to work. On the other hand,
Canadian-born citizens would not lose their right to citi-
zenship under such conditions. Another distinction
between the first- and second-class citizens is that second-
class citizens may lose their Canadian citizenship for crimi-
nal conviction in another country. As such, even if the
other country of citizenship is not democratic, second-class
citizens still would lose their right to citizenship in
Canada. In addition to treating Canadian citizens as first-
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New Citizenship Law

or second-classes, the new changes to citizenship require-
ments will impact new immigrants of Canada adversely.

First, to apply for Canadian citizenship, permanent
residents now must live in Canada for four years before
applying for citizenship status. Previously, permanent resi-
dents must have lived inside Canada for three years. This
change means that even under emergency situations or
when they need 1o leave Canada for reasons such as the
death of a family member, new immigrants will not leave
Canada or will return as soon as possible for fear that they
may lose eligibility to apply for Canadian citizenship.
Also, in the case of international students and foreign
workers, the time spent in Canada before obtaining per-
manent residency is no longer valid to fulfill citizenship
requirements.

Second, despite the fact that it will be very challenging for
many older immigrants to pass the test, under the new
system, all applicants aged 14 to 64 (previously, 18 to 55)
must pass language and Canada knowledge tests in
English or French.

Many critics suggest that the new citizenship law will ulti-
mately weaken citizenship since the requirements are
more exclusionary. Audrey Macklin, a professor of law at
the University of Toronto says: “If you take the view that
citizenship is a commodity, you want to make it more
valuable. Then like any commodity its value increases if
it’s scarce, hard to get and easy to lose.” Such a transition
to view and treat citizenship as a privilege rather than a
right would change the meaning of citizenship for new
immigrants and non-Canadian born citizens. It means that
government would reward them citizenship for “good
behavior” and could take it away for “bad behavior”. This
is a form of “punishment,” and in fact, an unnecessary
punishment, especially when there are other avenues to
deal with the so-called “bad behavior”. The introduction of
citizenship as merely a privilege, and not a right comes
from the negative

perception that immigrants are cheaters. It constructs the
idea that immigrants, refugees, foreign workers, and natu-
ralized citizens are terrorists or criminals and need to be
deported to their “home countries.”

Somayeh is an MA Graduate of the Department of Gender,
Sexuality, & Women's studies at Simon Fraser University. Her
research is focused on the history of settlement, immigration, & citi-
zenship in Canada; transnational migration and globalization; and
Canada’s political economy and the labor market®
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NOW JOINOUR
HIRING | DYNAMICTEAM

Freedom, Flexibilit
nlimited income potential

Chandran Rasg]ingam CHS
President & CEQO
Dir: 416 909 0400

Bus: 416 321 6000 x400

www.inforcelife.com
= eareerzinforcelife.com
S 0 Milner Business Court, Suite 707, Scarborgugh ON M1B:3C6

“ Ik w5.0n Fagebook

OPEN NOW s o

enbwait wSEled Keed sHleangay LGESSI o BRI

M M - e, @muim
arkham McNicoll &=

v" Urgent Care (siengay wisdsier mesud)
All Emergencies except Life threatening

v Walk-In Clinic
v Lab Services (opiiasL Csama)

OHIP Card ( Medical Card ) Accepted
2nlseh Caanausansn paniowns Siblfled QuHmEaEmsiten

416-609-3333

8Cy BLSSeb ...
¥ |DA Pharmacy (wmgssb)
v Physiotherapy [@8weh wvpésand)
v X-Ray & Ultra Sound

Markham McNicoll Medical Centre

2901 Markham Road, Scarborough, ON M1X 0B6
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MARANAM.COM

HEAVEN CARES vwowwown  chaper

FEry
ADVISING FAMILIES ON Your Lovep One's FINaL JouRNEY . R’dé’_‘_) .
www.maranam.com, E-Mail: info@maranam.com PUHENAL BN IR E
PROVIDING PEACEFUL FINAL ARRANGEMENTS
8911 Woodbine Ave,, Markham,

cai- Vilosan Sivatharman aco cai:Christeen Seevaratnam

Funeral Director Funeral Counselior

416-993-0826 416-258-6759
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Dr. Shan A. Shanmugavadivel & Associates |
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(41 6)266 5161 2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit #7

(Near Kennedy Subway - Rainbow Village Building)

.\-\.._

* Orthodontics * Implants * Cerec Crowns ‘
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RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE

Scarborough, Ontario M1K 5JB
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Laminate, Mirror, Panel, Closet Droos
Carpet, Hardwood, Tiles, Granite Flooring

- Windows + Doors, Kitchen + Bath
Renovation or NEW!!!!
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/7? Educa’raon Funds

SAVINGS PLAN
sevald Gaflyd S LIb

Your are eligible to apply for
and Education Savings Grant
of up to $7,200 per child

Your can start with a
small amount

it's a more flexible plan

EDUCATIONIS
AGREAT GIFTFOR
YOUR FUTURE GENERATIONS
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mitinll s BT B | B smmnT
ATy TR AEnal (RS BT (Ll

WWW.KERUDAVIL.COM

Personal Income Tax :
Small Business Income Tax
Computerized Returns
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416. 841. 1 866

41 6 955. 9303
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The Children’s
Education Trust

of Canada
offered to the public by

Children’s Education
Funds Inc.
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Siva Kanapathypillai

Dealing Representative

418 899 6044

email
s.kanapathypillai@cefi.ca




URIEIWNED £ LenULESSUULL
aunsarmisensn sflfjug) snog) sliGeL Hlmesir

36 @I(bL DIgILIGMLD

HONDA
TOYOTA
GM-MINI VANS

We Sell Bank Repossed Cars
Accident Vehicle Repair
Computerized Painting
Motor Vehicle Accident

Traffic Tickets

&gl dAnluner Geameuwned S 2 w7 efws DD

Radha

R & S Auto Sales Inc.
Radha Motor Inc.
3030 Markham Road
Scarborough, ON
416-412-3838
416-836-5825
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" 210 Silver Star Road, Unit. 825
(Midland & Finch) Scarborough, ON

416 321 6420

e Vertical blinds

2 _hI&6TT
* Venetian blinds Bsvevriimenem
4 omeflemn suims sl
e Draperies 4
- : DYEDPUYRIS6TT
o Curtains CxH3T

e Shu

50107 sHaId LjHmeven LIBTHED
PePemrs sLLewd GFausd
SUTEIID QUD(PIQUID. eTLTHISEDSE
416 920 9250 -

e-mail: tamﬂs_iﬂfo.@symp athOCa .

ALL COUNTRIES TAMILS YELLOW PAGE
CANADA & INTERNATIONAL MEDIA, NEWS, WEBSITE
BUSINESS ADVERTISEMENTS & DIRECTORY

BIRTHDAY WISHES & ANNIVERSARY :- Wedding & Business

ARANGETRAM :- Bharatham, Mirudangam, Veena & Etc... = MATRIMONIAL :- Marriage Broker Services

JOB AGENCY :- All Kinds of Employment Services - FUNERALS :- Obituaries & Etc...
2296 EGLINTON AVE, EAST @ BIRCHMOUNT RD UNIT 3C LOWER LEVEL SCARBOROUGH - TORONTO - ONTARIO - M1K 2M2 - CANADA

TEL: 416 644 7273 - TEL & FAX: 416 613 2919 - MOB: 416 752 4444 WEB: WWW.TAMILSYELLOWPAGES.COM E-MAIL: TYP@TAMILSYELLOWPAGES.COM

WWW.ENGLISHYELLOWPAGE.COM - WWW.ASIANSYELLOWPAGE.COM
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. Tel 416.819.4373
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® © u:rrg,rrfr)g, s&eued wehsfl| 33

YOUR PARTNER IN

MORTCAGES

Dlrresh Krishna

A, AP

Ragavan (Raga) Ramanathan aw

Mortgage Specialist (Lic #M13000685)

Tel: 416.579.7533

raga_ram@yahoo.com

/e., Toronto, Ontario. MTH 3G3
3333 « Fax: 416.439.3336

Scholarship Plan [RESP] .

Loans * Mortgages * Insurance Claims « Traffic Tickets » A
, »
J liversal Inc 2
Almoct &?2 Qwvmws ;&vm%a%}m 3
647 289 6164 R.R. Rajkumar i
B.Com (Hons), M.B.A. 5
e <

Credit Counseling * Accounting & Tax Services « ° /

2050 Kenr dy Rd. U

"-(One BIock--North of chh)

" |
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Kamal Navaratnam
| Sales Rep resentative |
Direct:; 416-671-4815

. '-E;i-ma‘il:kam-élhorhes-_ale@g'_r_-ﬁ_a’i_l;co'rjn. .

e Hamellfel Future Realty Inc.:;:}._; |

. _f_':'__;_:._'_205. Eastva’le Dnve__

Trust and rehablese ices
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ASSOCIATES
SURGERY, IMPLANT

New Location

SCARBOROUGH BRAMPTON / MISSISSAUGA
3852 Finch Ave. East, 7920 Hurontario St.,
Suite 204 & 303 Unit 37
Scarborough, ON. Brampton, ON
Tel: 416 292 7004 Tel: 905 457 1700
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. Real Estate Classes

= Re/Max Homelife

Successful Real Estate Office With

Over 300 Salespeople

. ! — 1
HOMELIFE — /§ A romouee \ HOMELIFE
) OFFICE PA  orFicE \ N OFFICE
N, 1N CAMADA g / N CANADA % ; b, IN CANADA
- - N =T 7 = b,

#No Franchise Fees *No Monthly Fees *No Desk Fees
International Award Winning Office
Top 5™ HomelLife Office In Canada-2012

=% Atractive Commission Split.

=% Over 300 Salespersons.
wi Daily Training, Full Services Office

=» 24 Hrs Access to the Office
=» Office Open 7 Days/ Week

HOMELIFE /FUTURE REALTY INC., Brokersge

205 -7 Eastvale Dr, Markham, Ontario, L3S 4N7 |
Bus: 905.201.9977 | 416.264.0101 Selva Veg,f,{te}om‘eﬁ!, ;.
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