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| Siva N. Sivalingam
‘ President, Tamil Information Centre

Canadian Govt. Must Advocate For
A just and Fair solution for Tamils

Following is the full texr of the speech delivered by Mr. Siva N. Sivalingamm,
President of the Tamil Info. Centre at the Tamils Information Annual Awards
Ceremony on March 18, 2007 at the the Toronto City Hall.

Distinguished Chief Guest. Dear friend Pam. Thira & Ranji, Award Receipients, Ladies &
Gentlemen and Honored guests:

1 am honored and happy to once again join you all to celebrate another anniversary celebration
of the publication of Tamils Information and to give away our annual awards 1o our most distin-
quished award winners. This publication and awards ceremony is a testament 1o the achieve-
ments that the Tamil Canadian community has achieved in successfully integrating into Canadian
society.

Over the past year our community has faced both triumphs and significant challenges. On a
positive note, we have [inally seen our community break into the political establishment, with
the first ever Tamil-Canadian elected representatives in Canada. This is a historical achievement
for the Tamil-Canadian community that we have waited many years to see realized, We wish our
new city council member. Logen. and our new school trustee member, Neethan. much success in
their political career and we know they will both serve our community well. T look forward to
the day where there are many Tamil faces that fill this Council Chamber room.

However. despite the momentous occasion of having our first Tamil elected representatives in
Canada, our community has also faced some significant setbacks both here in Canada and back
home. While the peace process in Sri Lanka has been deteriorating for some time, over the pasl
12 months. the situation for our brothers and sisters in the North and East of Sri Lanka has
become dire. The people in the Jaffna peninsula are on the brink of starvation and many arcas in
the North and East are under constant military attack by the Sri Lankan government. The escala-
tion of violence has increased the suffering of Tamil people in the North and East to an
deplorable level.

The Canadian government must advocate for a just and fair resolution to the conflict for the
Tamils in the North and East, The Canadian government must speak out against the atrocities.
human rights violations and impunity in Sri Lanka. As a global leader in peace building, the
Canadian government must take a more active role in the peace process in Sri Lanka. However.
instead of taking a leading role in bringing the two parties together. last April, the Harper gov-
ernment listed the LTTE under the Anti-Terrorism Act.

The impact of this political decision has had a profoundly negative impact on our community. As
a result of the listing, the entire Tamil community has been unjustly stigmatized by the “terrorist”
label”. Several Tamil events. including dance and mirithagam arangetrams have been canceled
due 1o police refusal to provide paid-duty officers as required by the school permits. Tamil
Students Associations on university campuses have come under attack and face extra scrutiny by
university administration.  Young Tamil males have been stopped by police officers and asked
“Arc you a Tiger?” Even our newly elected representatives faced smear-campaigns accusing
them of being linked them to the LTTE.

These are just a few of the many examples of the negative impact that the media, law enforce-
ment and government action have had on our community. I hope that over the coming year, we
are able to address and resolve some of these challenges,

To all of tonight's award recipients | congratulate you for your distinguished service to our com-
munity and wish you the very best in all your future endeavors. To Thiru, Ranji, and the won-
derful team at Tamil's Information, please continue the excellent service in the years ahead and
be assured that the Tamil community is with you to ensure your success. Thank you all, God
Bless The People of Tamil Eelam..
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Keep up the public relations and show people
what the Tamil community really is!

Following is the brief piece of the speech delivered by Mr.
Zuhair Kashneri, a renowned journalist, broadcaster and
writer at the Tamil’s Info. Annual Awards Ceremony.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

First of all T would like to thank Thiru for inviting me to the podium to speak to you -- when
[ came here simply as a guest to support the effort of the Tamil community to honour
achievers.

[ still remember the time when 1 worked for The Globe and Mail and did radio documen-
taries for CBC radio's Sunday Morning and Thiru had just arrived with his wife as a refugee.
after his teenaged son was brutally

murdered by Indian troops stationed in Sri Lanka at the time.

The Tamil community is going through very rough times. The media in its usual way has
labelled all Tamils as terrorists, and publicity continues even today. This is yet another
example of racial stereotyping on the part of the media without realizing the consequences
of its actions.

But we have seen such racial stereotyping before. Remember the Air-India bombing!
Remember how all Sikhs were labelled as terrorists. identified by their turban. | remember
Sikhs describing to me how they

would be stopped at the airports and questioned for no reason other than they were wearing
a turban and were catching a flight. They would be called terrorists on the street, in schools
and what have you.

Then it was the Muslims, after 9/11. They were racially profiled and continue to be racially
profiled. especially if they look Arab or have a beard and are youung. Now it is the turn of
the Tamils.

But you know what, the Sikhs engaged in positive public relations and they cleared their
good name. The Muslims too, 1 am sure, can try and do the same and they too will succeed.
And the same goes of the Tamil community.

Keep up the public relations and show people what the Tamil community really is -- a hard
working community of New Canadians that is contributing to this land. And I can guarantee
you that you too will be free of the image just like the Sikhs.

And T wish you all the best in this effort and in all your future endeavours. You will succeed.
Thank you again Thiru and all of you for inviting me Lo speak.
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Canadian Tamils l_ly fo Peace.

The Rally for Peace organized by the Canadian Tamil Congress to commemorate the com-
pletion of Sycars of the Ceasefire agreement signed between the Tamils and the
Government of Srilanka, took place at Scarborough Civic Centre on March 4th 2007 at
6.00 PM. The event brought out a wider scenario of a failed state that has continued 1o
evade the minimal decency of any civic society. Several Parliamentarians and representa-
tives of various Civic organizations took part in the rally and expressed their sentiments of
solidarity with the Tamil community. It was estimated that more than 4,000 Tamils have
lost their lives while nearly 250.000 civilians internally displaced as a result of Srilankan
state terror, during the last Syears.

The event started with the Canadian National Anthem and “Thamilth Thai Valzthu’ sung by
Ms Nalayini Balarajan, which was followed by a minute of silence for those who had sacri-
ficed their lives against suppression and (yranny. Ms Suthamathy an Engineering student at
the University of Toronto detailed the sutferings and uncertainty of the Tamil student popu-
lation, while Ms Nora Lorreto of the Canadian Federation of students which has a national
membership of nearly 500,000 students expressed solidarity with the community. Neethan
Shan, trustee at the Markham Board of Education questioned the value of the community’s
voice and stressed to put more emphasis on strengthening the voice in all levels of
Government.

Mr Pon Vivekananthan summarized the political events while Senior Journalist Mr. Thiru
Thirchelvam gave a detailed summary of the harassment and elimination of reason in the
media sector. citing examples from his own career. Nala Balarajan of the Tamil Youth
Organization gave an overview of the atrocities against the Tamil youth and Ms
Sivavathani Prabhaharan urged women to come to the forefront with more vigour in expos-
ing the continuous crimes committed against Tamil women by the Srilankan State . Mr
Sivanathan of the TRO stressed the importance of continuous support in order to carry out
the crucial humanitarian efforts in the East & North.

Hon John Mckay MP for Scarborough-Guildwood and a member of the Srilanka friendship
association pointed out the partisan actions of Srilanka while Tim Dobson of the
Conservative party reminded Srilanka the late John Lennon’s song * Give Peace a chance’.
Hon Dan McTeague MP for Scarborough East-Pickering and Hon Jim Karigianiz MP for
Scarborough-Agincourt also spoke at the event requesting the Government of Canada to do
more besides mere press releases. The president of the Canadian Tamil Congress Dr Joseph
Chandrakanthan chronicled the current scenario through Death. Peace and the response of
the suppressed. Ms Bridget Anthony recited a poem of Truth, Justice and ultimate victory
while students of Srimathi Lalithanjana Kadhir performed a Bahratha Natya performance
on “Freedom’. Political analyst Mr Nehru Gunaratnam summarized the events surrounding
the Ceasefire Agreement and the stark truths realized through them.

A detailed documentary on the Ceasefire Agreement was also shown to a capacity crowd,
which spilled outside the hall as well. Aruntha Antony and Raj Gunaratnam compared the
events of the evening.
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NLR ACCOUNTING AND
TAX SOLUTIONS

Personal Tax Returns
Corporate Tax Returns
Book-keeping
RST, GST, Payroll service

E-File
confidential
friendly and
fast service

Phone

416 888 1128
416 4927973

Location

2525 Pharmacy Av.
Pharmacy Av & Finch Av. East
(Inside Universal Textiles)
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Accreditation Assistance Access Centre

For Internationally Trained Professionals & Trades People
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The Children’s
Education Trust

of Canada
offered to the public by

Children’s Education
Funds Inc.
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Siva Kanapathypillai
Branch Manager

416 438 0660, 416 438 3578
416 899 6044
Bevevg GarensoBud:

905 472 1139
email
s.kanapathypillai @ cefi.ca
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DR. ILLANGO & ASSOCIATES

Dental Office

BRACE FOR A GREAT SMILE
BAR ARY s HdlFemaullsy Fasn HISNBEHETEID
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DR. M. ILLANGO

B.D.S. Dip.Orth (Oslo).General Pracuoner Mamly Orthodonties
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DR. MEHRAN MOJGANI

D.D.S. Dip. Perio.Gum Specialist
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DR. SABAPATHY RAVEENDRAN
B.D.S.MS.EDSR.CS (Eng). General Practioner (Mainly Oral Surgery)
(oipgsmeud Bbdensules Beuminsuland HadanhBae Sysmhgene Gubn

LR e S E LT )

DR. ALT ADIPBFAR

D.D.SMDERCD (C), Plastic Surgeon
Wisdom tooth extraction under sedation)
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DR. JANAKI ILLANGO

BID.S. Gy ust sneugh gl

Dr. LAI YUNG CHEONG

B.DS ayibn use spsugEed

DR. ILLANGO & ASSOCIATES

SCARBOROUGH OFFICE MISSISSAUGA OFFICE
3852 Finch Ave. East, Units 204, 303 3025 Hurontario St., # 102
Scarborough, ON Mississauga, ON
(416) 292-7004 (905) 270-7844
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