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Most Canadians say
Death Penalty OK

Two-thirds of Canadians support

the death penalty, according to a
recent poll, although less than half
of the country wants the govern-
menl Lo bring it back into Canadian ‘
law.

Capital punishment jumped back
into the news last week when
Prime Minister Stephen Harper said
in an interview he supported the
death penalty.

"I, personally, think there are times
where capital punishment is appro-
priate,” Harper told CBC, but insist-
ed he had no plans to bring the
measure back.

Parliament banned capital punish-
ment in 1976.

Opposition parties slammed
Harper’s comments.

“If Mr. Harper is genuinely in
favour of capital punishment, then
he should say so and bring a bill to
floor ol the House of Commons,”
Liberal MP David McGuinty said.

It turns out such a bill would garner |
more suppori than Harper's |
Conservatives currently do in the |
polls. |
Ottawa’s Abacus Data found that
66% of Canadians agree with
Harper and support the death penal-
ty “in certain circumstances,” but
only 41% want the feds to bring
back it back a punishment for mur-
der.

The largest group, 41%, said they
agreed with the death penalty in |
certain circumstances and believe i
the government should reinstate it, |
while 25% said they support the |
death penalty but do not believe it
should be reinstated.

Total opposition to the death penal-
ly came in at 28%, and another 7%
were undecided.
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Canada’s population approximately 34,349,2000
Alberta leads Country's population growth

Canada's population has increased by about 70,800
people since the first day of this year, with Alberta
leading the growth in the first-quarter, according to a
Statistics Canada report released last month.

There were approximately 34,349,200 people living in
Canada on April 1, reported StatsCan. Alberta led the
way for growth boasting the [astest first-quarter
increase in the country. The Prairie province's popula-
tion swelled to 3,758,200 — an increase of about 15,500
people.

Nation-wide, however, population growth paled in
comparison to 2010's estimated increase ol 85,200 in
the first-quarter, according to the report released
Wednesday. StatsCan attributed the slowdown to a
decline in immigration.

Around 49,500 immigrants arrived in Canada during
this year's [irst-quarter, a decline compared to the
58,100 people recorded during the same time period
last year.

Atlantic Canada

Numbers also [ell in Atlantic Canada, with population
decreasing in Nova Scotia and Newfoundland and
Labrador.

TAMILS' INFORMATION July 201

Prince Edward Island was the only Atlantic province to
boast a population increase. There were nearly 500
more immigrants recorded in P.E.L., the highest level
among all the provinces relative to its population,

Central Canada

Ontario had its slowest first-quarter growth since 1996,
partly due to immigration. The province's population
increased by only 0.2 per cent. Growth was equally
slow in Quebec, which recorded only 14,600 more peo-
ple since January 1. This increase also amounts to 0.2
per cent.

Western Canada

There were slight population increases recorded across
Western Canada with provinces such as Manitoba and
Saskatchewan boasting thousands more people. British
Columbia's population was recorded to be 4,563,300,
an increase of 0.2 per cent — the province's slowest
first-quarter increase since 2005.

The Territories

Population numbers remained steady up north, with
each of the three territories reporting little to no change
since January 1.
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History of Black July

O July 24, 1983, the Sri Lankan capital Colombo stood
nin flames when Sinhalese mobs started to rampage
against Tamils living in the city. Entire districts with sub-
stantial number of Tamil residents and businesses burst into
flames and became victim of an unprecedented level of vio-
lence unleashed against Tamils.

Colombo became a battlefield where
Tamils had to flee and beg for their
lives in order to survive. Angry mobs
rioted in Tamil dominated suburbs
such as Wellawatle, Dehiwala and
throughout the metropolis area and
destroyed more than 18 000 Tamil
houses and commercial establishments
within a couple of days. The violence
spread like wildfire on the island and
affecied Tamils living in all corners of
the island - even those Tamils living in
their traditional homeland in the North
and East.

Burning bodies
and slaughtered people

within days Sinhalese mobs slaugh-
tered and burnt to death more than
3000 Tamils - irrespective of age and
gender. Gruesome scenes of vehicles
burning with Tamil passengers
trapped inside, and cases of Tamil men
and women set afire with tires around
their necks and Tamil women that
were raped and later chopped to pieces were reported. It is
estimated that around 500 vehicles with Tamil drivers and
passengers were burnt in Colombo alone. Additionally,
Tamil owned buses were burnt between Colombo and
Jaffna. Tamil patients in hospitals were attacked and killed.
Some even had their throats cut while lying in their beds.
Others were hacked, beaten or lynched to death. Corpses of
Tamils were lined on the streets in apocalyptic scenes meant
to frighten Tamils.

Western tourists reported of hotel personnel and ordinary
Sinhalese boasting of having killed Tamils. Others witnessed
in horror busloads of Tamils being burnt alive while their
Sinhalese counterparts stood aside and watched. Sinhalese
mobs entered houses and dragged Tamils out to slaughter
them on the streets whilst they begged for their lives. Scenes
of Tamil children begging for the lives of their parents and
grandparents were seen. Entire families were forced to watch
how relatives were hacked to death and others raped. The
rampage affected Tamils all over the country, but most strik-
ingly those in the capital Colombo. Few lucky ones were
able to disguise their Tamil identity and flee from the raging
mobs. Others narrowly escaped by fleeing from house to

house while watching how their properties were set afire
after being looted.

Villages of Plantation Tamils, also called Indian Tamils, were
burnt to rubble and hundreds killed on the idyllic tea plan-
tations in Nuwara Eliya, Kandy, Matale, Gampaha, Kalutara
and Trincomalee. In one specific event, Tamil plantation
workers who (led to the fields in order
to hide from the approaching Sinhalese
mobs were trapped when the tea plan-
tation was set afire and the Tamils
forced to flee out of the burning planta-
tions, Once they reached the end of the
plantation, they were awaited by the
Sinhalese mobs equipped with steel
sticks and machetes, who did not even
spare babies in their brutality.

In the Tamil homeland of the North and
East, the Army and Navy were rioting,
against Tamils by killing and burning
down arbitrarily.

State Complicity

The ferocity of the attackers and the
inhumanity they showed towards the
thousands of Tamil victims was
described by the Government of Sri
Lanka as a popular and spontaneous
outburst of the Sinhala public in
response 1o the killing of 13

—— Government Soldiers by the then
miniscule militant Tamil youth movement, the LTTE.
However, it was clear that the Government of Sri Lanka was
not only tolerating the public slaughter and persecution of
Tamils, but was directly involved in the events. Moreover,
the Government of Sri Lanka
was also accused of orchestrating
the events based on evidence
gathered later in lengthy studies
and records.

Days before the anti-Tamil
pogrom, President J.R.
Jayawardene told in an inter-
view to the Daily Telegraph
(July 11, 1983; London) that he
was “not worried about the
opinion of the Tamil people”.
“Now we cannot think of them,
not about their lives or their
opinion” and continued to state
“really if 1 starve the Tamils out,
the Sinhala people will be
happy”. This provocalive and

TAMILS' INFORMATION | July 2011



SQILL Moene -

controversial comment can be regarded as a premonition of
what was about to happen.

In the aftermath of the killing of the soldiers, the
Government of Sri Lanka did not only not put a halt to the
Sri Lankan Army’s retaliatory massacre of Tamil civilians in
Eastern Trincomalee, which led to the killing of 51 Tamils,
but it encouraged such actions.
Moreover, mistreatment and arbi-
trary killings of Tamils were
increasingly reported in Mannar,
Vavuniya and as far as Jaffna. The
Sri Lankan Navy burnt down Tamil
houses and businesses in the East
and freely

spread terror among the Tamil
civilians. The tensed situation in
the country was evident and
President Jayawardene was
advised to not strain the situation
even further by holding a public
[uneral in Colombo.

However, the President contradict-
ed his adviser’s views and the bod-
ies of the Sri Lankan Army soldiers
were to be brought to a planned
funeral in the outskirts of the city.
As the bodies intentionally did not
turn up, the large crowd tensed
even further in a staged effort to
cause disruption and was joined by
a more violent group of people
who were later identified to be government gangs. These
gangs launched the public witch-hunt of Tamils by spread-
ing anti-Tamil sentiments and rioting against innocent
Tamils.

With violence spreading,
Tamils in Colombo were
targeted by mobs
equipped with electoral
lists that revealed the eth-
nic identity of the capital’s
residents. These lists could
only be obtained through
the help of government
officials. In many cases
Sinhala Buddhist monks
directly led the mobs to
Tamil properties and their
unfortunate owners and
tenants. Other accounts
including those of the
Indian Times (August 31,
1983) reveal the participa-
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tion of Sinhalese politicians in the violence such as the
Minister of Industries, Cyril Matthew, who was seen directly
pinpointing Tamil shops and businesses to be burned down.
The President additionally hesitated to declare a curfew and
only did so after the worst violence and damage was already
done and the violence that followed was not contained by
the so-called curfew. Furthermore, the media was placed
under a strict censorship by the
Government and prohibited from
reporting the pogroms against the
Tamil citizens of the country. The
Government also closed the sole
international airport of the coun-
try in order to prevent Tamils flee-
ing and to withhold information
about the atrocities committed.
The notion of state-sanctioned
violence amplifies in considera-
tion of how the Armed Forces and
Police reacted in face of the coun-
try wide anti-Tamil violence.

| Instead of preventing the mobs
from continuing their terror, the
state executive forces simply stood
aside, watched and cheered the
looters and murderers. It was also
reported that masses of new maobs
were brought into Tamil areas on
board of Army trucks. The London
" Times went even further and
reported on August 5, 1983 that

y “Army personnel actively encour-
aged arson and the looting of
Tamil business establishments and homes in Colombo (...)”
and how “absolutely no action was taken to apprehend or
prevent the criminal elements involved in the actions. In
many instances army personnel participated in the looting of
shops.”

On the second day of the pogrom, 35 Tamil political prison-
ers - including the Secretary General of the Gandhian Society
Dr. Rajasundaram - were massacred by Sinhalese prisoners
with complicity of jail guards in the high security jail of
Welikade, and their bodies piled in front of a Buddha statue
in the jail grounds. Two days later, the massacre was repeat-
ed with 17 more Tamil political prisoners being slaughtered
by the very same prisoners and jail guards. Witness reports
revealed that some Tamil’s eyes were pulled out and their
blood was even drunk by some Sinhalese members of the
mob. Atrocities of this nature could never have taken place
without the complicity of the State in these actions.

The most important feature, which emphasises the State’s
involvement in the explosion of anti-Tamil violence, is the
repetitive nature of the events. Though, the Black July
pogrom has been unprecedented in the (Contd. on Page 26)
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Dr. Shan A, Shanmugavadivel & Associates
LOUSLJ D1 FaniipHaiul)Baisv

* Orthodontics * Implants * Cerec Crowns

: LhH&EemeT @OhE Q8WLseed, '@bLleTTerD'
Hdlgenasefley serLmalsy LuleTm L6 6u(hHL

- RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE

2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit:7
Scarborough, Ontario. MIK 5J8

Monday to Saturday
Near Kennedy Subway (Rainbow VillageBuilding)

‘ (416) 266 5161

SiBILIaI(LP6ITeN GHDU LIV 66U guly.

Main Square Dental Office

7-2575 Danforth Avenue

Toronto, Ontario. M4C 1L5
Dr. Shan - Thursday (morning)
Dr. Yao San (Tue, Fri & Sat
Dr. Brian (monday)
Dr. May (wednesday)

(416) 690 0121

PPN s S INESS « HEALTH CARE - TECHNOLOGY

www.computek.edu

If you are :
m Currently receving E.I benefits
m Received E.I within past 3 yrs.
m Just finished / received maternity benefits within past 5 yrs
| You may be eligible for HRSDC funding
to upgrade your skills

IN

MARKHAM !

v) GComputek Gollege

Diploma

Early Childcare Assistant |
Network Engineering ‘
Personal Support Worker (PSW ) |
Computerized Accounting
Business Administration |
Medical Office Admin (MOA) '

Certificate

MS Office, A+, C/C++ | Java
AccPac, Quick Books
Simply Accounting

Markham Campus
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Scaborough Campus

Markham / Steeles Kennedy / Sheppard Kennedy / Eglinton
(On Steeles,1 Block East of Markham Rd) (North-East Corner) N/W Corner, Above Library
905.471.3344 416-321-9911 426.285.9941

Toronto Campus

PLEASE NOTE THAT NOT ALL THE COURSES ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL THE CAMPUSES.
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History of Black July...

{From Page 19)

level of violence, destruction, geographical distribution and
number of victims and perpetrators, anti-Tamil violence has
been a common occurrence in the country’s short independ-
ent history. Whilst in 1956, Tamils were protected by state
forces against anti-Tamil agitations, the willingness to do so
decreased with each new pogrom. It rose to the extent that
the state forces eventually participated and abetted these
atrocities. The Black July pogroms were eventually only a
culmination of the racists’ anti-Tamil sentiments that pre-
vailed for decades, if not longer, among the Sinhalese.

The International Commission of Jurists released in 1984 a
report called “Sri Lanka: A mounting tragedy of errors”,
which stated that “clearly this was not a spontaneous
upsurge of communal hatred among the Sinhala people -
nor was it, as has been suggested in some quarters, a popu-
lar response to the killing of 13 soldiers in an ambush by
Tamils Tigers on the previous day, which was not even
reported in the newspapers until after the riots began. It
was a series of deliberate acts, executed in accordance with a
concerted plan, conceived and organised well in advance”.

The persecution and murder ol Tamils rendered an estimat-
ed 200 000 Tamils homeless. Not only did they fear for their
lives, but also their future after having lost all their belong-
ings. Tamils searched for refuge in schools and temples, but
were also aided by good willed Sinhalese and Muslims in
their search for shelter and protection [rom the violence.
Whilst the state failed to protect its own citizens, civil socie-
ty was forced (o take on the responsibility to do so.
However, even these refugee camps were attacked and
proved to provide insufficient safeguard from further crimes
against the Tamils. As a result, Tamils fled on cargo ships
where they were herded like cattle on their flight to the
Tamil city of Jaffna, while Sinhalese crowds cheered in sight
of their departure.

Genocidal Impact

On the [ifth day of the pogrom, the Sri Lankan President
J.R. Jaywardene made his long awaited address to the
nation, where he famously claimed that the pogrom was
“not a product of urban mobs but a mass movement of the
generality of the Sinhalese people” and that “the time had
come to accede to the clamour and the national respect of the
Sinhalese people.” Ditferently expressed, the Sri Lankan
President praised the pogrom to be a people’s upraise of the
Sinhalese as part of their national duty. The President did
neither show any compassion nor empathy with the thou-
sands of Tamil victims of the state-sanctioned violence. His
statement clarified the Government’s extremist attitude
towards Tamils and proved the rejection of taking responsi-
bility towards the crimes committed against Tamils. It also
proved that the atrocities were well-orchestrated and in
compliance with official policies to drive out Tamils.

In his threat to starve out the Tamils prior to the Black July
pogrom, the Sri Lankan president made clear the intention
to destroy a substantial number of Tamils in order to please
the Sinhalese. Five weeks past the pogrom, Gamini
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Dissanayake, a Minister and later Presidential candidate ol
the UNP party, said during a speech in front of Plantation
Tamils that “it will take 14 hours to come from India. In 14
minutes, the blood of every Tamil in the country can be sac-
rificed to the land, by us.” Sinhala politicians who openly
threatened the very existence and survival of Tamils were,
just like Mr. Dissanayake, not sanctioned but promoted and
publicly embraced.

According to the UN Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of Genocide, acts commitied with the intent to
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnica, racial or
religious group by killing its members and deliberately
inflicting conditions with the aim of destroying a particular
group accounts as genocide. Most importantly though, the
intent of the actions needs to be clear. The various state-
ments made and collected by the media and academics of
Sinhalese politicians prove the evident intent of the
Sinhalese ruling class to partly destroy the Tamil population
and force a large number of Tamils to flee the country bene-
ficial to an overwhelming Sinhalese domination of the coun-
try’s demographic map. In another publication of the
International Commission of Jurists (The Review), the
lawyer's bar associalion agrees by stating that “the evidence
points clearly to the conclusion that the violence of the
Sinhala rioters on the Tamils amounted to acts of genocide.”

Implications of the Aftermath

Several tens of thousands of Tamils fled the country in the
aftermath of the Black July pogroms for a life in peace and
security in the West and India. The demographic implica-
tions these atrocities had are long-standing. To date, the
Tamil community has not recovered from the losses of Black
July 1983. According to The Economist (August 6, 2003),
Tamils owned 80% of retail trade and 60% of wholesale
trade in the capital prior to the genocide and pogrom. The
economic motive behind the attacks was a clear elimination
of the Tamil domination in the business and commercial sec-
tor in Colombo, which was successfully achieved.
Demographically, a substantial number of Tamils were
killed and forced to flee their homes and leave their belong-
ings behind. Entire neighbourhoods and suburbs were vir-
tually deserted. The entire country changed with the events
of the Black July, not only physically, but also psychologi-
cally.

Further, almost every Tamil was directly or indirectly alfect-
ed by the violence and its immense death toll. This is rooted
in Sri Lanka’s politics of centralisation in terms of politics
and economics. As a result, Tamils were in large number
forced to leave their traditional homeland in order to gain
access to the country’s economy and rising prosperity.
Therefore, most Tamils had relatives or friends who were
affected by the pogrom in the capital and beyond. Hence,
the trauma was not only of an individual nature, but collec-
tive and modified the Tamil psyche forever. Their vulnera-
bility and defencelessness in face of the Sri Lankan state and
its Sinhala majority population became apparent and led to
a profound sense of insecurity and anger among Tamils.
(Contd. on Page 28)
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Fresh Fish & Meat
2853 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 4737

Furniture & Mattress

2859-2861 Lawrence Av. E,
Scarborough

416 266 3077

Grocery &
Vegetables

2863 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881

Video & Audio

2865 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881

@G LIeTHs ssae® LEGeM] 27

History of Black July...
(From Page 26)

Failure of Justice

The loss of life for the Tamil communi-
ty is inestimable. Combined with the
loss of education, jobs, belongings,
opportunities and memorics, the
tragedy of Black July becomes an
abyss in the history of Tamils.
Nonetheless, the material loss can be
estimated. The overall property
damage is reported o be above $ 300
million US Dollars. In other words,
thousands of Tamil families have lost
what generations needed to build up
and did never recover from these
material losses.

To this day, there has been only mini-
mal compensation to the victims of
Black July 1983. US$ 702, 000 was
distributed among 937 victims
(approximately $750 US Dollars) in
2004 for the loss of their entire liveli-
hood. Not only was the compensation
sum beyond being inadequate, it fur-
ther disregarded the large numbers of
victims that were affected who did not
receive any aid from the Government
of Sri Lanka. Though former President
Chandrika Kumaratunge apologised in
2004 to the victims of the Black July,
she did so only half-heartedly by
denying the evident responsibility of
the state and the Sinhala ruling-class
in these atrocities by declaring that -
“every citizen” was to be blamed. The
fact that these crimes were driven by
the racism of certain sectors of the
Sinhalese population against the
whole of the Tamil population is wide-
ly and purposely ignored.

More importantly, there has to date not
been any sort of justice for the victims
of the pogrom. None of the perpetra-
tors, initiators or abetters was trialled
or convicted by the state, but they
continue to live under complete
impunity. The victims of the
state-sanctioned violence are forced to
move on without justice and a sense of
completion of a traumatic chapter in
their lives. Those responsible for the
genocidal crimes against Tamils
continue to live a comfortable life, and
the involved politicians pursued their
careers successfully, whilst the victims
suffer till this day. @
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Your are eligible to apply for
and Education Savings Grant
of up to $7,200 per child

Your savings are more safe
and secure

Your can start with a
small amount

it's a more flexible plan

EDUCATION IS
A GREAT GIFT FOR
YOUR FUTURE GENERATIONS
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WWW.KERUDAVIL.COM

PREPARA

Personal Income Tax
Small Business Income Tax
Computerized Returns

647, 319, 1574

Graphic Long -

S.Ganthiy

B.A.Srilanka
Enrollment Officer

]
416. 841. 1866
416. 955. 9303

E.mail: ganthiy@rogers.com
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Top Quallty Used Car Dealer
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HONDA
TOYOTA
GM-MINI VANS

We Sell Bank Repossed Cars
Accident Vehicle Repair
Computerized Painting
Motor Vehicle Accident

Traffic Tickets

siog) fimLine Geepeuwimed &g 2T efmE AUDD

Radha

R & S Auto Sales Inc.
Radha Motor Inc.
5310 Finch Ave. East, Unit 23
Scarborough, ON M1S 5E8
416-412-3838
416-836-5825
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"THINKING OF

BUYING OR SELLING"

Residential
and
Commercial
Buying / Selling
&

Leasing
DIAMOND CLUB  i#fls)  GOLD CLUB
AWARD - 2010 aZs®  AWARD - 2009

Thanks to all my clients
for their continuous support
& a special thanks to all
of my first time buyers

Raja V.S. Rajagopal
Sales Representative

Dir : 416.727.8647

Email: sinnahrajagopal@gmail.com

Make the Right Move, at the Right Time,
with the Right Professional

,:@y Homelife /Future
' Realty Inc.,

Brokerage*
205-7 Lastvala Drive, Markham Road, Ontario L35 488

Bus.: 416.264.0101

Fax : 905.201.9229 .
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ST-FRANCIS

L.L-3, 2296 EGLINTON AVE. E
@ BIRCHMOUNT ROAD

416-192-4444

Tel: 416-195-2333
416-613-2818

Web: www.tamilsyellowpages.com
E-Mail:www.typ@gmail.com
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- Loans * Mortgages * Insurance Claims » Traffic Tickets -
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B: 416 752 7555
C: 416 937 9081

R.R. Rajkumar
B.Com (Hons), M.B.A.

Scholarship Plan [RESP]
331A135 jeriaysy Auy

+ Credit Counseling * Accounting & Tax Services -
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J HE NAME YOU NEED FOR YOUR BUSINFSS

Phone: 416-494-4777
Cell: 416-888-1198 NIMAL VINAYAGAMOORTHY

Fax: 416-494-4050 Certified General Accountant
E-mail: nimal@nlraccounting.com
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Medical Crisis in Ontario

The Ontario College of Family Physicians predicts province’s
health care system will collapse by 2020 if immediate action
isn’t taken.

The Vision 2020 report released Wednesday by the College

— the oversight body for medical doctors in the province —
calls for every resident to have access to a family doctor and
that their family doctor work with other health care profes-

sions in a “family health team.”

The report also calls for every Ontarian to have an electronic
health record.

“(If we fail to make these things happen), the hospital sys-
tem will be stretched trying to deal with large volumes of
individuals with chronic disorders and illnesses which will
consume economic and hospital staff resources at an alarm-
ing rate...we will have a health care system that will crash,”
OCFP CEO Jan Kasperski, said.

About 94% of residents have a family physician, according
to the Ontario Ministry of Health, but only a fraction have
access to doctors who work in team-based practices.

Kasperski says the benefit of having a doctor work in family
health teams is it enables them to effectively manage all of a
patient’s health care needs using dieticians, mental health
workers, pharmacists, social workers, and nurses.

Five million people in Ontario have access to an electronic
medical record but the infrastructure is still being built to
share that information between hospitals and doctors offices
and diagnostic imaging labs.

About 1 million people in 2003 did not have a family physi-
cian in the province.

“Qur government pledged to help one million more
Ontarians find a doctor and I'm proud to say we have met
our goal,” Ontario Health Minister Deb Matthews said,
adding that there are 2,900 more doctors working in Ontario
today than in 2003.
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Dr. M. ILLANGO

B.D.S Dip.Orth. (Oslo), General Practitioner Mainly Orthodontics
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Dr.ALI ADIBFAR

D.D.5,M.D,FR.C.D (C) , Oral Surgeon

Dr. MEHRAN MOJGANI

D.D.S. Dip. Perio, Gum Specialist
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Dr. JANAKI ILLANGO

B.D.S.
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Moved to new location

Brampton/Mississauga
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