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Canadian Tamils unveil memorial,
remember victims of Black July

Glen Murray, Member of
Provincial Parliament (MPP) for
Toronto Centre, working with
Canadian-Tamil youth, unveiled a
plaque at a Tamil Memorial Tree
Planting event at Evergreen Brick
Works — a community cnviron-
mental centre, Saturday honoring
the tens of thousands Tamil lives
lost in the struggle for human
rights in Sri Lanka. Erected hours
before the Black July remembrance event, the memo-
rial commemorates the events of Black July 1983 to
Mu'l'livaikkaal of May 2009, the organizers said. Later
in the day, in a memorial event organized by National
Council of Canadian Tamils (NCCT), Canadian-Tamils
gathered at Queens Park —-Toronto, to remember the
victims of Black July- bracing the heavy rains.

Throughout the event, copies of the Channel 4 docu-
mentary-Sri Lanka’s Killing fields- were distributed to
Canadians by members ol Tamil Youth Organization-
Canada (TYQ) as part of their “G [or Genocide” cam-
paign, aimed at highlighting the plight of Eczham
Tamils.

At the Black July Remembrance event, four distin-
guished speakers from the broader Canadian society
spoke.

Former Liberal MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj read a state-
ment from the Liberal Party of Canada's interim leader
Bob Rac. Rae unconditionally provided his support tor
an international war crimes inquiry into the events ol
the 2009 Sri Lankan conllict. Former Liberal MP Rob
Oliphant read a statement [rom Liberal MP Jim

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Karygiannis who also provided his
support for an international probe.

Glen Murray, Liberal MPP, was
applauded lor establishing the first
memorial in Canadian history at
the Evergreen Brick Works Park for
the victims of Tamil genocide from
Black July 1983 to Mu'l'livaikkaal
2009. Murray spoke about the
| _BEEEBY ;ique contributions by Tamils to
greater Canadian socicty, and extended his support for
the Tamil struggle for political and human rights.

Angela Reignier, Executive Director of the University
of Toronto Students’ Union, spoke ol the legitimate
Tamil struggle for self-determination and political
independence.  Ms. Reignier had earlier joined the
Tamil community during the occupation ol the
Gardiner Expressway in 2009, and was subsequently
arrested and was barred from participation in similar
events for three months.

NDP MPP Michael Prue ol Beaches East York also
attended to read a statement on behall of Andrea
Horwath, leader ot the Ontario NDP, but heavy rain
forced the organizers to shorten the event.

The Evergreen Park event also included the planting
of a Canadian Maple Tree to symbolize lite and growth
for the Tamil people’s struggle for self-determination.

Members of the Human Rights and Advocacy Council
for the Canadian Tamil Youth Alliance (CTYA) were
present to assist with the planting of the tree.
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ayfleys STaNseTaab Fups - wrenL Gmuwsdlan
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The sad news of the sudden and
untimely demise ol Very Rev, Fr.
Alexander, SSS who succumbed to a
massive cardiac arrest in Melbourne
Australia on June 20, 2011 came as a
rude shock to his family and fricnds
across the world. Fr. Alex as he is
endearingly known was born on 12
September 1938 at Allaipiddy, Kayts,
Sri Lanka. He had his secondary edu-
cation at St. Henry’s College, Tavalai,
under the mentorship of Fr. Deogupillai
who later became the Bishop of Jaftna.
Fr. Alex had the singular distinction of
being the first Asian Tamil to be
ordained priest at St. Philip Neri’s
Church, Colombo on April 18, 1968 as
a member of the Congregation of the
Blessed Sacrament Community. He
steered the Congregation as its prophet-
ic Regional Major Superior for ncarly
a decade and was also elected President
of the Conference of Major Religious
Superiors” (CMRS) of Sri Lanka from
1991-1995.

During this period the civil war in Sri
Lanka was at its horrible and cruel
phase and the entire Northern province
and especially the Jaftha peninsular
was completely isolated and cut off
from the rest of the island without any
direct contact or communication by
way of transport, telephone or postal
system. Hindu Temples, hospitals,
schools, churches, convents, colleges,
private homes and even the residence
of the Bishop ol Jaffna were among the
targets ot intermittent cannon fire,
rocket blasts, shelling and acrial bom-
bardment by the Sri Lanka air forces,
military and naval outfits.

Displacement and relocation of large
populations was the order of the day.
Sinhala intellectuals. religious digni-
taries, civil leaders and local NGOs
were deliberately turning a blind eye to
the premeditated atrocities perpetrated
under the banner of  war for peace.
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Rev. Fr. Alfred Alexander, SSS
Priest, Pastor and Prophet

by

Joseph A. Chandrakanthan

Consultant in Medical Ethics
& Associate Professor, University of Toronto

Drawing inspiration from the life and
ministry of St. Peter Julian Eymard,
the Founder of the Blessed Sacrament
Order, who courageously responded to
the socio-political and cultural chal-
lenges of the post-French revolution
period in France by embracing the way
of the crucified Master, Fr. Alex
embarked on a one-man mission with
the support of some men and women

from the CMRS to work for peace, jus-
tice and true reconciliation. People in
the North and East of Sri Lanka strong-
ly telt that the officialdom of the
majority community of the Catholic
Church in Sri Lanka collaborated hand
in glove with the oppressive agenda of
the Sinhala State machinery. while the
so-called Sinhala theologians Tissa
Balasuriva and Aloysius Pieris wrote
volumes justifying the Sinhala-
Buddhist extremism as a natural after-
math of colonial and pre-colonial his-
torical underpinnings. In contrast, Fr.
Alex as a humble servant of Christ,
engaged himself in living the true
vocation of Christian discipleship in
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his struggle for peace and justice, in
bringing the Good News to the poor
and setting captives free. | can person-
ally testify that recognizing the sinceri-
ty of Fr. Alex’s personal commitment
to peace. the Tiger leadership handed a
few Sinhala prisoners of war to Fr.
Alex and asked him to take them back
to Colombo as a sign of their prepared-
ness to talk about peace.

[ts this sincerity of his religious com-
mitment that made him to understand
that the poorest of the poor and the
marginalized are the first to die when
there 1s no peace and only the poor
know that they feed on the value of
peace. He firmly believed that there is
no such thing as a complete military
victory and the struggle for justice,
equality and freedom will continue in
other forms. He recognized that the
world will always evade issues of jus-
tice and human rights and that it would
shroud it in ambiguity and obfuscation.
Fr. Alex’s dedication to peace was real-
istic and emerged from a radical sense
ot humility and patience. Until he left
to serve in Australia in 2010, he contin-
ued his mission of peace and reconcili-
ation as a member of the Peace Task
Force of Caritas Sr1 Lanka, and as a
member and adviser of the Catholic
National Commission for Justice, Peace
and Human Development. “Blessed
are the peace makers for theirs is the
Kingdom of God.” May he rest in
PEACE.
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Dr. Shan A, Shanmugavadivel & Associates
LUBLJ S FavllpHaigBausv

* Orthodontics * Implants * Cerec Crowns

UDSemeT (G QFwIg5e0, '@\bLilemmeitn'
HFFengsefled sevLmeiled LulledTm L6V 6u(mHL
SimiLau(LpeiTen @GHBDU L6y emeus Sy,

RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE

2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit:7
Scarborough, Ontario. MIK 5J8

Monday to Saturday
Near Kennedy Subway (Rainbow VillageBuilding)

(416) 266 5161

Main Square Dental Office

7-2575 Danforth Avenue

Toronto, Ontario. M4C 1L5
Dr. Shan - Thursday (morning)
Dr. Yao San (Tue, Fri & Sat
Dr. Brian (monday)
Dr. May (wednesday)

(416) 690 0121

) Computek College

DA . s nESS - HEALTH CARE » TECHNOLOGY

Lo
e www.computek.edu

If you are :

m  Currently receving E.I benefits

m Received E.I within past 3 yrs.

m Just finished / received maternity benefits within past 5 yrs
You may be eligible for HRSDC funding

to upgrade your skills

NEW LOCATION

IN

MARKHAM !

Diploma

Early Childcare Assistant
Network Engineering

Personal Support Worker (PSW )
Computerized Accounting
Business Administration

Medical Office Admin (MOA)

Certificate

MS Office, A+, C/C++ , Java
AccPac, Quick Books
Simply Accounting

Markham Campus
Markham / Steeles
(On Steeles,1 Block East of Markham Rd)

905.471.3344

Scaborough Campus
Kennedy / Sheppard
(North-East Corner)

416-321-9911

Toronto Campus
Kennedy / Eglinton
N/W Corner, Above Library

426.285.9941

| PLEASE NOTE THAT NOT ALL THE COURSES ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL THE CAMPUSES.

' ‘ Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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wsndlen BDaTiy (penpsen GFwsube als6w bysTemaal. Sena
GuminursBsun mylursGar 9 (HaunGaslsoena. Salenan @ Apigs
sriug Gured Benau weNenHH HTWILLTIDED UTHISTHE 6 nan. @enat HALD

smiE GanemLenal, 2 60alD (Ppaugsid @miusna. sibfLBEEGn shariy
slemiammisenen #Hm GrIw sPHHI0 LTTSHT0 B GFwcsals THHWb.
| SiglivsnL uhPiw Goefley sumBib. NBHES wenm GFwsHLBHuBID G etend
. We specialize in Fplurs siepioujib.
PﬂFl)’ C'-Llermg BCxsBuraiml whpafseEmentw Gud s, GFwsd sreusubmedr (e eenilwmii
Birthday Cakes ST safLpb Goshariy Gubsnsda D s aausaea Yfihsl
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Siva | wanflBHSTE UDmaS sl igsd

DTG BaN QUTPSOTID - &HelllEhT & euil aom BT 6l
416 925 1939

wenSlenen wHPFFuwmsd ByingGeumb.
BaAGih #HA0GUEH... @

585 Parliament Street
Toronto, ON, M4X P9
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HLOLD, FLOUW, [HL 6T, Lﬁ!@;;_ﬁrmaﬁ, @m& GgmLjgumsst LGmmon et
QaFnhhd SWTflsar YT 6D HeH(psHe) alnLmsaTsS, a(THAUZH TV
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AB LEGAL SERVICES
Professional Corporation

Kauvsegan.E

Accident Benefit Specialist

204-80 Corporate Drive, Toronto, ON. M1H 3G5
Tel: 416 290 6200 Fax: 416 290 6201
email: info@ablegalspc.com
www.ablegalspc.com
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eren.L1. @OGUTLLFeN
S.P. Importers

Fresh Fish & Meat
2853 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 4737

Furniture & Mattress

2859-2861 Lawrence Av. E,.
Scarborough

416 266 3077

Grocery &
Vegetables

2863 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881

Video & Audio

2865 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881
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f"ﬁ Educo‘non Funds

SAVINGS PLAN
sevalF GaFilyd o’ Lib

Your are eligible to apply for
and Education Savings Grant
of up to $7,200 per child

Your savings are more safe
and secure

Your can start with a
small amount

it's a more flexible plan

EDUCATION IS
A GREAT GIFT FOR
YOUR FUTURE GENERATIONS

S Rkcner 1 TTTmGT BT s
et lch BT B & Bt
ATART ST SHENENAY TSI AfHD B

PREPAI!A'"ON

Personal Income Tax
Small Business Income Tax
Computerized Returns

hic Land - 847 219, 7574

Grap

S.Ganthiy

B.A..Srilanka
Enrollment Officer

416. 841. 1866

416. 955. 9303

E.mail: ganthiy@rogers.com
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AUTO SALES

Top Quality Used Car Dealer

eURBILIMED 2 LemolILFEsLLLL

eunaehisenen efifug erog) eAGsL Smeir

34 BL ANGILIMLD

T HONDA
—— TOYOTA
: h% GM-MINI VANS

We Sell Bank Repossed Cars
Accident Vehicle Repair
Computerized Painting
Motor Vehicle Accident

Traffic Tickets

8logl AnLunen Geepeuine S8 2T el pal AuDD

Radha

R & S Auto Sales Inc.
Radha Motor Inc.
5310 Finch Ave. East, Unit 23
Scarborough, ON M1S 5E8
416-412-3838
416-836-5825
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"THINKING OF
BUYING OR SELLING"

Residential
and
Commercial
Buying / Selling
&
Leasing

DIAMOND CLUB
AWARD - 2010

@ GOLDCLUB
. 2 AWARD - 2009

Thanks to all my clients
for their continuous support
& a special thanks to all
of my first time buyers

Raja V.S. Rajagopal

Sales Representative

Dir : 416.727.8647

Email: sinnahrajagopal@gmail.com

Make the Right Move, at the Right Time,
with the Right Professional

@ Homelife /Future

% Realty Inc.,

Brokerage*
205-7 Eastvala Drive, Markham Road, Onlario L35 2N8

Bus.: 416.264.0101

Fax : 905.201.9229
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Fend DIGOBIBTTH FHl60
ygdw Frsenen!
Flens DeOMIBT]S 860
heliest allueieuiyabeir!

Oureil FeReor
(UTFeOGeT. & Gareosad)

Bond Saloon
Bond Saloon

Specializing in hair Dressing

416 927 0299

560 Parliament St
Toronto, ON. M4X 1P9
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Army witnesses recount final orgy of
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massacre, rape, torture, mutilation

= m

A 5ri Lanka Army (SLA) officer has given Channel 4 an account of how, following orders from Defence
Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa, the commander of the 58 Division, Brigadier (now Major General)
Shavendra Silva gathered his officers in the closing days of the war and ordered them to take no pris
oners when capturing the remainder of the enclave in which thousands of Tamils civilians and fighters
were surrounded. Brig. Silva received the same orders that Mr. Gotabaya issued to all regiments, the
officer who was then serving under Brig. Silva told Channel 4. Meanwhile, another Sri Lankan soldier
with the 58 Division has given an eyewitness account of an orgy of mass murder, rape, torture and
mutilation in the final days in which tens of thousands of Tamil civilians perished.

Continuing its investigations into Sri Lanka's war crimes, Channel 4 News broadcast Wednesday inter-
views with the Sri Lanka army officer and trooper from Brig. Silva’s 58 Division. Channel 4%s report con-
cealed their identities.

This is what Brig. Silva, now Sri Lanka's representative to the UN in New York, told his gathered troops:

“This is a very decisive day for us because last night | got a call from the defence secretary. He told me
that we only have a small chunk of land left to capture. Do whatever it takes- finish it off the way it
has to be done."

The officer also told Channel 4: "We received orders from the top to kill some of those who surren-
dered. All regiments received the orders unofficially - from the top."

The day after, as LTTE political leaders B. Nadesan and 5. Puleedevan surrendered along their families
and hundreds of LTTE members, following, according to people involved in the negotiations inter-
viewed by Channel, guarantees of safety directly from 5ri Lankan President Mahinda Rajapaksa, they
were all massacred.

The massacre took place after yet another order by telephone from Defence Secretary Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, the officer told Channel 4.

He also handed over scores of photographs he had taken of the aftermath of the massacre.

The second witness who spoke to Channel 4 was a frontline soldier with the 58 Division in the final
days of the war.

s

Secretary Gotabaya's order to
license to kill, the soldier said.

to finish the job by whatever means necessary,” was understood as a

Tens of thousands of people, including large numbers of children, were killed by Sri Lankan troops,
who also raped, tortured, and mutilated bodies, again including children.

Channel 4's web and video reports are available here (Report 1) and here (Report 2).

Below are extracts from the account of the soldier, referred to in the Channel 4 report by the name
‘Fernando), of what happened:

"When | look at it as an outsider | think they're simply brutal beasts. Their hearts are like that of ani-
mals, with no sense of humanity.”

"They shoot people at random, stab people, rape them, cut their tongues out, cut women's breasts off.
| have witnessed all this with my own eyes. | have seen small children laying dead,” he continued.

"I saw a lot of small children, who were so innocent, getting killed in large numbers. A large number
of elders were also killed. {Contd. next page)

5OIoF s&eusy | aumenl | 2011



32 {a monthly information digest

* Loans » Mortgages * Insurance Claims « Traffic Tickets
& T D Y Tisturmsisra i Xans »
2 JREB Universal Inc. &
= Almosgt All Services Available =
=t ]
o R.R. Rajk 3
o ' -R. Rajkumar o
3 647 289 61 64 B.Com (Hons), M.B.A. @
™ : SR ok s
-CS =
i ;;'
- o

Credit Counseling * Accounting & Tax Services -

sCrrudlwir uedLQu@ELIY

(15a1b LEsdh GHTLIFS)

oy GusBs @sbemsv. elingll unTHsTeonb, Ghys SLEUUNE eeDTsd sretian elaiusns GuHE Byl BrHssamsd
Hrell sHMISGBTeTen Gauesti(Bib.

Bhsés slLmu @GpBleeowrsd Bhweatsst Gam enfulled shmsGaresiL urLh ‘GCrré sl GiUTE’. Soss
saqus sllpisst sppbGansiemmos @muug GenwsiuL Geaemigw slLub sre. BraflsweLhs Gubeadsb
AmbsTeub, Bbwal Bepamer DmassiGo, aluguyb smogswornd DLEBaliug @m sTaryem alLwiord, g
‘aupdsionen’ usmiurLml wrdGGuIuimiug, BID ‘sengwiss’ seim Gueenwwmdil Feon’ STLEL HbweTs s
Siafwe Gal £ smaogailussss sprsfs upsshd asusLd, 2 Langqurs wihfsGstsiar Gaesigu Qm
SILW(PD Fal.

aeBal, BHIé SLEHUUILDLE @eugud slpised sauaibssh SHmpsHsd Gardanisean? Gnré & (HUuUTL LS
saaiiugted wLGCL, sgrhsda Hslss braflsnh GstaiiLafssds Guredim srics sugssh wGuniiwg sbiprssr,
smsat Gwburhseiad obs ‘brefasens'd sriL whuGsuniset? @

Army witnesses..

"They were shooting when a large number of civilians were crossing through a lagoon, including women and children. The soldiers were shooting at
them. They were not Tiger cadres, just normal civilians. So yes, | saw normal civilians getting killed with my own eyes. "l saw a family, a mother and
three children. This small family was fleeing. As we were about to take them, one of the children was shot in the leg. The child fell. | carried that child
with these hands. The mother was screaming.” Even the wounded were shown no mercy: "When they were at the hospital, one day | saw a group of
six soldiers raping a young Tamil girl. | saw this with my own eyes."

Troops were allowed to act with impunity, Fernando told Channel 4.

"If they wanted to rape a Tamil girl, they could just beat her and do it. If her parents tried to stop them, they could beat them or kill them. It was their
empire. "For the soldiers at the battlefront, their hearts had turned to stone. Having seen blood, killings and death for so long, they had lost their
sense of humanity. | would say they had turned into vampires."

These inhumane acts, "Fernando” said, extended to acts of torture and mutilation. "l saw the naked dead bodies of women without heads and other
parts of their bodies. "l saw a mother and child dead and the child's body was without its head."

"Massive numbers of children, women and men were killed in the final stages of the war. When | say massive, in Puthumathalan alone, over 1500
civilians were killed. "But they couldn't bury all of them. What they did was, they bought a bulldozer, they spread the dead bodies out and put sand

on top of them, making it look like a bund. "l saw 1500 bodies only in Puthumathalan, but | saw the same happen to more than 50,000 people like
that."

Questioned on the accuracy of the numbers he cited, "Fernando” said: "In the final stage, all that | saw in Puthumathalan were dead bodies. When |
entered the last place... it was totally full of dead bodies.

"They wanted to clear them that's why they brought that big vehicle. All they could do was just put sand on them. In some areas you couldn't go
because there was such a terrible smell of decomposing bodies."

"“They were just innocent Tamil civilians and did not belong to either warring party." @
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