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Refugee lawyers say new immigration bill would
create conditional permanent residence

An immigration bill introduced last month in Parliament opens the door for
refugees resettled in Canada to have their permanent residence status stripped
of them and for them to be deported, even years after their arrival, say refugee
lawyers. The government says there's nothing new happening; it's just stream-
lining a current two-part process into one step.

Immigration Minister Jason Kenney tabled Bill C-31 in the Housc on Feb. 16,
The bill—which encompasses another bill on human smuggling, and new bio-
metrics measures—is meant to speed up the refugee system to send fraudulent
claimants packing quicker. The bill resurrects aspects of a bill the Conservative
government originally introduced in March 2010 that was revised through
opposition pressure and passed with cross-party support in June 2010, but
never fully implemented.

Mr. Kenney said more changes were needed. Among the changes proposed in
Bill C-31, claimants from certain so-called safe countries wouldn't have access
to a new appeal mechanism and would have their claims further fast-tracked.

The minister would no longer need to get the recommendation from an expert
panel to declare a country safe, although there would still be statistical or
human rights-related criteria he would have to assess. A person from a sale
country who lost their asylum bid could still apply to have the Federal Court
hear their case, but the government could deport them before it's heard.

The Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers circulated a press release Feb.
17 drawing attention to another clause in the bill the lawyers say they were
surprised to find. They say Clause 19 allows for a person who was given per-
manent resident status after making a successful refugee claim either in
Canada or as a government-sponsored refugee [rom abroad to lose that status if
the immigration minister determines that they no longer need Canadian pro-
tection.

Citizenship and Immigration Canada

spokesperson Remi Lariviere said that

the minister could apply to the

Immigration and Refugee Board's

refugee protection division to decide
(Con. on page 32)
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* Canada’s population as of May 2011
was 33,476,688,
= Our population grew by 5.9%
between 2006 and 2011.
¢ Saskatchewan had the greatest turn-
around in its growth rate among the
provinces and territories between
2006 and 2011.
= Saskatchewan'’s population exceeded
I million for the firsi time.
« Every province experienced positive
growth between 2006 and 2011.
* Population is divided in three
almost equal regions in Canada:
British Columbia and the Prairies;
Ontario; as well as Quebec and
Atlantic Canada.
e One in three Canadians live in one
of the three largest census metropoli-
tan areas: Toronto, Monitreal or
Vancouver.
Calgary, Edmonton, Saskatoon and
Kelowna, B.C., had the highest rate of
population growth since 2006.
¢ Windsor and Thunder Bay, both in
Ontario, saw their population decline
between 2006 and 2011.
¢ 10 of the fastest growing census
agglomerations (communities or groups
of communities between 50,000 and
100,000 people) were in Alberta.
e Milton, Ont., inside the Toronto
CMA had the largest growth rate of
any city between 2006 and 2011 at
56.5%.

(Conid. on page 28)
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In 2009, the Toronto Police Tralfic Services Unit and the Toronto Police Service
Financial Crimes Unit, assisted by members of the Insurance Burcau of Canada and
Financial Services Commission of Ontario, identified 10 key people and 35 others
who allegedly played a role in a series of fraudelently staged collisions and insurance
claims during Project Whiplash.
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“Insurance Bureau of Canada (IBC) applauds Toronto Police Service for their commit-
ment to this case” said Rick Dubin, Vice President, Investigations, IBC. "Overall. it
was an excellent co-operative effort involving police, IBC, individual insurers and
the Financial Services Commission of Ontario. Insurance fraud is a serious crime that
costs all of us in the form of health care, emergency services, court and insurance
costs. When they cheat, we all pay.
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Anojini Kumaradasan

21st Anniversary 3
Celebration

s

Years pass by us in a blink of an eye, and once again we all have witnessed the
most awaited event that happens every February in Toronto. Tamils’ Information, a
monthly digest which serves as a symbolic print media to the identity of the Tamil
community, fulfilled its 21st year and marked that historical achievement by its
annual publication, named ‘Ilanthai Malar’ (Tender Age) this year and award cere-
mony which recognized talented individuals from all respective fields of our socie-
ty during the alternoon of February 12th, 2012 at the Toronto City Hall’s Council
Chamber.

The first session of the alternoon consisted of the publication ceremony. Tt com-
menced graciously with a welcome speech presented by Mr. Quintus
Thuraisingam, followed by a moment of silence and the presentation of the Tamil
National Anthem , which was sung by Ms. Luxmi Sivaneswaralingam and Ms,
Meena Sivaneswaralingam. The event proceeded with warm greetings and wishes
presented by the words of Sivashri Panchachara Vijayakumara Kurukal.

The Tamil session was chaired by Mr, Nathan Sreetharan, a Canadian lawyer, who
shared great insight about the growth and establishment of this diasporic print
media. After conveying his hearty wishes for further growth and prosperity as a
digest that will always guide the Tamil community, the persistent and punctual
qualities of Tamils” Information’s publications were highlighted in his speech as
well.

Following that path, Mr. Logan Ganapathy, City Councillor of Markham enhanced
the event by expressing his wishes and compliments to the development of a pro-
fessional and informative digest for the Tamil and broader Canadian community,

The actual annual publication ceremony was nicely accomplished by Mr. Sinniah
Sivanesan. Along with the description of the content of this year’s annual book, he
pinpointed in his speech that this publication is a historically imprinted document
which serves as a great identity for the Tamil community for it also brings together
a wide range of writers [rom all over the globe (o stay connected and commiited
through their desire for writing and educating our communities.

The important speech was given by the Editor in Chief, Mr. Thiru S. Thiruchelvam,
where he spoke about formation of such a prestigious publication, the hardships
behind all this work, and the importance of building our community through
writing, documentations, and media itself.

Mr. Balendra, a special guest and recipient of the Fine Arts Award for his achieve-
menis in the realm of drama graced the event from his arrival from London,
England, and spoke on behalf of the award recipients. His speech centered on the
growth and minute details of the world of Tamil drama and how its artistic devel-
opments have impacted the Tamil Diaspora.

The 21st Annual Award Ceremony commenced the second session of the event
which was chaired by Mr. Neethan Shan, Executive Director of CASSA and a
young, active politician. This session was carried forward in English with Neethan
Shan being the first to speak. He conveyed his wishes and congratulated the
Tamils” Information team for its amazing dedication and work and spoke about
why such growth in the field of ethnic journalism is crucial for Tamils in this point
of time, the importance of recognizing and honouring exceptional talents in our
community and shared many thoughts from a young person’s perspective.

Honourble Mr. Glen Murray, Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities of
Ontario delivered a historical speech as the chief guest of the annual event. After
expressing his heart-felt wishes (o Tamils” Information he strongly stated that the
Tamil community must help him plant 40, 000 tress on the Don Valley area in
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Toronto in remembrance of who lost
their lives in the civil war which took
place in Sri Lanka in May 2009.

Pam McConnell, City Councillor of |
Toronto, had been the Guest of Honour
of the event. As being one of the wit-
nesses of the growth and progress of
Tamils” Information for the last twenty-
one years she congratulated the team
for being successful in developing each
and every year and reaching out to the
broader community an recognizing
talents and achievements of all kinds.
Most importantly, as part of her speech,
she provided the Tamil community
insight on how Jack Layton, herself,
and other prominent politicians had
organized and worked on our cause
while we as Tamils stood on the
Gardiner Expressway on May 10th,
2009 demanding a halt 1o the Tamil
genocide and presence of immediate
justice to the rights of Tamils.

The opening of the award ceremony
consisted of introducing all nine award
recipients which was amazingly pre-
sented by Mr. Quintus Thuraisingam,
Professor Joseph Chandrakanthan, and
Anojini Kumaradasan. Dr. Coomar
Kirupananthan, Obstetrician and
Gynaecologist was honoured with the
Lifetime Achievement Award, Fine Arts
Awards were presented Lo

Murs. Nirothini Pararajasingam(Dance),
Mr, K. Balendra (Drama), and

Ms. Ajanthie Mathanakaran (Flute), a
Special Award was presented to

Mr. Kuru Aravinthan for outstanding
literary contribution, the Community
Service Award was presented to

Mr. Samy Appadurai, Business Awards
were presented to Mrs, Ruby Thambiah
(HomeLife/ Future Realty Inc.,) and
Mr. S. Suntharalingam (Siva Trading
Co.,), and lastly the Student
Achievement award was presented to
Dr. Abicumaran Uthamacumaran,

The lifetime achievement award recipi-
ent of this year, Dr. Coomarasamy
Kirupananthan, was the last speaker of
the day. He addressed his speech on
behall of all award recipients and pro-
vided a positive and fulfilling end to
the event. Further content and grace
was felt at the end of the event through
the music created by Ajanthie
Mathanakaran’s flute as she played the
Canadian National Anthem. As the
clock stuck 5 pm everyone gathered for
snacks and refreshments at the mem-
bers lounge as the event concluded
with great success. @
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Dr. Coomar Kirupa propose the vote of thanks
on behalf of the award recipients at the
Tamils” Informaton award ceremony.

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am deeply honoured and delighted to receive the presti-
gious lifetime achievement award from Tamils’
Information.

First of all 1 would like to thank Mr. Thiruchelvam and the
Tamils” information organisation for presenting this
award.

It is with their hard work over the past 20 years, that such
an important event is even possible.

Without my parents, family and patients I am nobody.
Today I am only somebody because of them. This award is
for them too.

Also on behall of all the recipients of the awards 1 would
like to say a big heartfelt thank you to the Tamils’
Information.

I am an avid reader of the Tamils” Information monthly
digest which gives very valuable and relevant information
on a varicty of issues relevant to our community. They have
been providing this remarkable service over the last 20
years.

Awards are like booster doses after a vaccination.  Being
recognized in this manner is like a booster dose after a vac-
cination. Awards like this serve to encourage their recipi-
ents to continue striving to be their best and serving their
community with everything they have.

TAMILS" INFORMATION March 2012

Awards are like booster doses after a vaccination

“ The Tamil community has
become a vibrant and
important contributor to
Canadian society.”

Communities flourish when individuals help each
other, regardless of who they are. I have witnessed
our own community flourish within the accepting
and encouraging environment that Canada has
provided.

Over the past 25 years, the Tamil community has
become a vibrant and important contributor to
Canadian society. Embracing Canada as our
home, we have still been able to celebrate our
unique cultural identity, and share it with our fel-
low Canadians.

I still remember one Professor’s expressing his
views about the Tamil community. He said “ We,
the Eastern Canadians are known for our generous
hospitality, but after visiting your friend, a Sri-
Lankan Tamil professor in Singapore, 1 have
changed my opinion. We have a lot to learn from
you.”

The name of that professor from Halifax Nova
Scotia, was Leo Paddle, who was president of the
Prolessors Association of Canada at that time. The
friend 1 introduced to him was Professor
Arulkumuran.

He went on to become the first Sri-Lankan Tamil
president of the Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynecologists in the United Kingdom. He was
later bestowed with a knighthood from her
Majesty the Queen.

In closing, I give my best wishes to all the other
recipients. A big thank you to everyone who came
today, despite the cold weather! Have a great
evening. e
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1688, Victoria Park Ave., North York, ON

= 416 288 1419

@ememugsand. www.fancyflorist.com
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Dr. Shan A, Shanmugavadivel & Associates
LTISLJ 1. FadipHain)Baisv

* Orthodontics * Implants * Cerec Crowns

UMHSeneT @M@ &g, '@ulemmerm'
ffgenaaeiled serLmalled LUlesTnH LISV 6u(HL
SieILeI(LP6TTeT GHIDU LIy emeusSiwiy.

RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE ~ Main Square Dental Office

i _ ] 7-2575 Danforth Avenue
2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit:7 Tatonto. Ortars; MAC 115

Scarborough, Ontario. MIK 518 _ :
Dr. Shan - Thursday (morning)

Monday to Saturday . . ) .
Near Kennedy Subway (Rainbow Village Building) De: ‘alo ok e
Dr. Brian (monday)

Dr. May (wednesday)
(416) 266 5161 (416) 690 0121

GComputek Gollege

[4 BEUSINESS +«+ HEALTH CARE - TECHNOLOGY

www.computek.edu

We provide assistance for Second Career funded Applicants. EJ receiving /received
Maternity benefits received, WSIB, Ontario Works clients & New Immigrants welcome

SECOND CAREER

Diploma Programs

» Early Childcare Asst (ECA)
You maybe eligible > Personal Support Worker (PSW)
» Medical Office Admin (MOA)
to $28,000 to pay for:
s , s ' — » Computerized Accounting
Living Expenses . o :
Transportation » Business Administration
ChildCare > Application Development
Rooke > Network Engineering
Tuition and other > Enterprise Network Engineering

Markham Campus  Scarborough Campus Toronto Campus
Markham / Steeles Kennedy / Sheppard Kennedy / Eglinton

905.471.3344  416.321.9911  416.285.9941

Not all the courses are available at all the locations
R S e
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MARANAM.COM

HE AVEN Working With Chapel

e . Ridge
ADVISING FAMILIES On Your LOVED DNE S FIMAL JOURNEY S

www.maranam.com, E-Mail: info@maranam.com e e M
PROVIDING PEACEFUL FIMAL ARRANGEMENTS

8911 Woodbine Ave,, Markham,

ci- Vilosan Sivatharman o ca: Christeen Seevaratnam

Funeral Counsellor Funeral Counsellor

416-431-3600 ... 416-431-3600 .

, Bpi ey | wrpe | 2012
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fstop,forall

our;promotionalineeds:

S :

416 898 4846
vivekpromar@gmail.com

UTEIGMBIY BUFBID FeoulB LETT6..
Amparaurar xFGsu 2 nimear Gleumliiuig.

Why think so long...?

=l Free market evaluation
(> Professional advice on selling your home for more '

State of the art marketing idea

Flexible commission

Friendly service producing excellent results

List through me to have your property sold in a

few days joans arrangements

O Corporate Awards

O Promotional Prodt

O Laser Engraving
O Pad Printing

O Silk Screening

Viveft Subra
Director

| B:416- 291 2344

D:416- 898 4846
promarawards@gmail.com

www.promarawards.com 416-291 2344

585 Middlefield Rd Unit # 3, Scarborough, ON., M1V 4¥5 — L]

wortgages &
Homelife;‘mFuture

ally e, Brokerage

7 Eastvale Drive, Unit 205, Markham, On, L35 4N8
- BusMISI01007T Fac0SI0IONDS

210 Silver Star Road, Unit. 825
(Midland & Finch) Scarborough, ON

416 321 6420

Vertical blinds 2_mugelt

Venetian blinds Qrﬁﬂs‘;:,":ﬁgﬂ_
Draperies SIEPURIBST
Curtains s

Shutters
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®h GHewLuller Hip
FH60 (656w EYHLID

eTefv.L9. @DGUTLLF6N
S.P. Importers

Fresh Fish & Meat
2853 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 4737

Furniture & Mattress

2859-2861 Lawrence Av. E,
Scarborough

416 266 3077

Grocery &
Vegetables

2863 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881

Video & Audio

2865 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881
e ey O T
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Bewnodlen engwsn songr Sren Ammbs a7,
srsaremenll  GLinmidh sHeusnyullsh'

Glebl opmdsd 51 #oHb 2 Lol sTuGss
Sanalst 99 FHBBST DugHsienal] &5Fear,
Gursmngm 41 &5 DgdHaeienn. G Ian
GOTITSTes FimbaeuT.

FEflen, soryr GouTseEnlal GUTIgRMmSWLD
UGS absd seupe Geamse. G0
flanssas6s GLifhma. Goldans Bk apsim Gufsy wry
FuboHo] eTaug s (phHaluLD.

Bdlsd GLadl swhidst oifls Uls glLmmsnsr 400 UL riseman
aBHSHH ongn eer. Wrr Guoause SIBSsUQUTS s F5TIEsT
2gdgisien Geuy, o yhidld sz (300), g won GIloLesh
(200) Bugdmiaianmy. @ MusesHsss FIGmen oS0, HOOUTES
g&dlen, GuramgBGLe UG Gurs 1Bs0 Guilwg. Baiss g
e FHb sl Dgssalsbemsn.

Bzl @eaim HTH wHn BGaETul o, OTIT 8 WihsaT ey
saluTs &M GEDS. Flebra Camwts @lLrims qEbsn @i, s
Bansogg Blam elenemurt oumbilhg elGeuT.

gLLmSs sihds Casmihb ssiushers, alsGsm sians
BlupsswriLry. fohs ubswisFraisense aBmmse alGursb s
Counggld glLmisst saHG@D Hoamo GUbHbeu.

BaBunsip GemissT @rremoTassisn. Haurs s1rsfl COsTLbsssso
Bmbss GureGal, @in Gue CUISZID BBbHSS. B allenaTaTSs
sl GO G555 Fipmamsa GFUW 1pHHE.

Bars @ fw sremasmet LTLGomTsd sl Hspss (1pigualsame.
Fipm Ubsl eiFss@ aglite Mol elmaurGoms UTTes DIpHTH
BpsEb. o mFlurer Hags sl sms THSEG CaTeGL E)HHSoD.

sédman) GuTyBsumTulcd, sHCUTH Bours 10005 FHHms

2 050w aATunihes Geranbherng. @i SaE@ib Gsm b
allsmenun(id UL FHH0 1006ug #5D SGUILS 2 miF. DHBHeTeyHE
o _miFursT weiBlmsouTes 2 sienTy.

Guremngml, seng Sehd Unjew W6 efbsrs gL kssst Csisg
Goupiise urhul Wuhfss aumSHorT. sgGauigss ST Gl
FHD DghsaLet, sIBUTE @uisy GumaTT sem Gosial i,
BlMeID sihsma Bl sEnsE almenunBarT g oSl Lgl. siuig
Buinigd Guratign g5l FTsmamu sl (PQUITS.

signenanll GUTMSSaamTuist FFder, Gumsmigr, sonym oL@ apaufisd
wriy Anbseur s sisiaiin GHLLTR BT OTITEES ST Gixflay
GFiGaus. @
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oo

Channel-4 wins

trophy for
Sri Eagka's ##7 Equcation Funds
RESP

Top Qualliy Used Car Dealer ITN i:or Channel 4 Scl{}oped the tro- sevald Cabliys &’ Lib
phy for best international coverage

for the documentary Sri Lanka's

1
1 1IERITAGE

QR 2 LenlLBSsLILLL Killing Fields at the prestigious
_ , : Royal Television Society (RTS) Your are eligible to apply for
ff
amaniage g mus) Ee. @Da.ﬂ awards in UK, BBC reported. Sri and Education Savings Grant
35 @idbL @l@]lIGlll_D Lanka's Killing Fields, a special one- of up to $7,200 per child

hour investigation which features
devastating video evidence of war

crimes and crimes against humanity Your savings are more safe

committed by Sri Lankan govern- and secure
HONDA ment forces and the Tamil Tigers,
TOYOTA was first broadcast on 2nd December Your can start with a
GM-MINI VANS 2010, edited versions were replayed small amount

on 4th and S5th December during Sri
Lanka's President Rajapaksa's visil
to London.

it's a more flexible plan

Al banteposed G Eoucaon'
ccident V epai ; e . A GREAT GIFT FOR
Computerized Painting (poitailoumilsSreder... YOUR FUTURE GENERATIONS
Motor Vehicle Accident 195660 Giefldsralar ‘Geonm mevail igs0
Traffic Tickets Umbs Gef Gsrsbelen, Hng Sywmsn T
GelBl venlEsns Use el mapmenanll | St 1w 1500 B B micai

Guphmal]. BLBSTemIged Fnhs G BT TS AU b T Ayl B
s sefiucorany alGengpud WWW.KERUDAVIL.COM
SHoHTHEELT. wHBL DpsiEH WHHID, S =
Getafly Gury 2 ULl U
Guity S senmisateln (e s snld
Gauiguraryral ussiurhill LeoFsl

ungrlent b Guhmeul.

BTG FETSOSTENG Personal Income Tax

« Thunder Bay, Ont. suffered the ' Small Business Income Tax

I?rgest pcrcenlage decrease in popula- Computerized Returns :

tion, losing 10.3 per cent. e

s Two cities lost enough population in o

their urban cores to lose their status as =

census agglomerations: La Tuque, — ——— 3

Que., and Kitimat, B.C. E

] » Five other cities grew their urban .

Blogl ipuuner Gaameuned &% 2 LT elidg OUDD | centres to more than 10,000 people and :;é‘

Ra d ha became census agglomerations:
Steinbach, Man; High River,

R &S Auto Sales Inc. Strathmore and Sylvan Lake and
Radha Motor Inc Lacombe — all in Alberta.

» Six cities showed no statistically sig-
3030 Markham Road nificant change in population between

Scarborough, ON 2006 and 2011: Campbellton, N.B.; 416. 841. 1866

Nicolet, Que.; Thetford Mines, Que.;

416-412'3838 Kincardine, Ont.; South Bruce 41 6 955 9303
416"'836-5825 Peninsula, Ont.; and Wesi Grey, Ont. il:

S.Ganthiy

B.A. Srilanka
Enroliment Officer
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"THINKING OF

BUYING OR SELLING"

Residential
and
Commercial
Buying / Selling
&
Leasing

DIAMOND CLUB | %! | GOLD CLUB
AWARD - 2010 7« AWARD - 2009

Thanks to all my clients
for their continuous support
& a special thanks to all
of my first time buyers

Raja V.S. Rajagopal
Sales Representalive
Dir : 416.727.8647

Email: sinnahrajagopaltigmail.com

Make the Right Move, at the Right Time,
with the Right Professional

-Homelife /Future
Realty Inc.,

Brokerage*

205-7 Eastvala Drive, Markham Road, Ontario L35 488

Bus.: 416.264.0101

Fax : 905.201.9229
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sugptonensufi LGFTD WiHS Gaiuph sreb aeusTE Bibupsnm Gavshemiusmg Gigmj
sugbloneneuf FoiUhsona Gsaiad LHwrs oennAsims.

oisiv. BIHE

GleMGTEITILT  LIGIOTLD

Casital: gsmrdGUIT wreramgglar Trillium Benefit Gan@iiusmsy asmmsd sisren? i
sTeUEUTD]  suprusiiL almadms?

Llsd: @angnpiGuin wrsrempgar Trillium Benefit siug @ennbs aupomsms

2 _sDLILGTSEREHD LEHST SUGHLTHID 2 sl LaTSEhdsTar GBI ismey. BH 2012
Lemar INGHGhES @bl 2013 W LTHD aepreGD WIS SMmLsEn. Sens 2011
2t spemhibata aporet aufliiugrsena Aadlmr wTH 0oub Hedee p
DIMIUISUFZEAT APID IDNHTIOTHIE Henl bl GETHUILINS| SHMOSD Feeonos EemL SHib.

&hs Trillium Benelit s 3 susnswren flsyssi o amip.
Ontario Sales Tax Credit

Ontario Energy and property Tax Credit

Northern Ontario Energy Credit
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“Committed to Excelience”
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-High Return “I am your neighbour,
«Low Cost Why don't try once?”

Contact: Thava Eliyathamby 1290 Finch Ave. W
Business: 416.290.1200 Unit# 23

Office: 416.665.4756 North York. ON

Cell: 416.992.7989 M3J 3K3
_.mail:thavae@gmail.com At Keele St. and Finch Ave. y
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Refugee lawyers say...

whether Canada's relugee protection has ended if the person
got that protection fraudulently or if they have returned to
the country from which they sought protection.

The refugee lawyers say the government could also look to
end protection il the reasons for which the person asked for
protection have ended. If the board says the person's refugee
protection has ended, the person could then lose their perma-
nent resident status and be deported, say the lawyers.

Currently, the minister can apply to the IRB for an order that
the refugee's need for protection no longer exists, if their cir-
cumstances have changed. But the loss of protected person
status doesn't mean they've lost their permanent resident sta-
tus. That's because it is currently a two-step process, says Mr.
Lariviere.

"This amendment would save a step within the system by
revoking permanent resident status at the same time as pro-
tected person status,” he said in an email to Embassy.

"This process, as well as the grounds for cessation of protect-
ed person status, is not new and exists under the current leg-
islation. However, it is a two-step process. The proposed
measures would streamline the process into a one-step
process," he said.

“That means that if there are grounds to end an individual's
Convention refugee or protected person status, that this
would result in a concurrent loss of permanent resident sta-
tus." A Citizenship and Immigration Canada backgrounder
on the law says that because of the current two-step system,
it "is rarely pursued.” Rick Goldman, a spokesperson for the
Canadian Council for Refugees, said he feared that if the gov-
ernment wasn't using the provision because it wasn't effec-
tive, it would use the 'improved' provision more.

"They're giving themselves a new tool," said Mr. Goldman,
who is also a member of the refugee lawyers group. "[I can]
only assume they're doing it to use i."

The Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers says the
change could be applied retroactively. They are concerned
that it would put refugees in limbo who thought they were
secure in Canada with permanent residence. Mr. Goldman
suggested that at-risk groups could include Rwandans,
Burundians, and Sri Lankans, who have been granted protec-
tion in Canada recently but whose home-country situations
may now be perceived as better. Sri Lanka's civil war may be
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over, but the country is still not safe for many Tamils, said
David Poopalapillai, national spokesperson for the Canadian
Tamil Congress. And the Canadian government has acknowl-
edged its ongoing human rights problems. He stressed that
Canada also determines refugee cases on an individual basis.

"While we appreciate the government concern [to] adjust the
backlog in our refugee system, some provisions they are
bringing in must have checks and balances," he said.

Those include clauses on the designation of safe countries of
origin and the taking away of permanent residence status, he
said.

"We want the government to take a second look into these
amendments and have a public debate.” With the change
proposed, until a refugee with a permanent resident card
becomes a citizen, they will always be vulnerable to deporta-
tion, said Peter Showler, a former IRB chair, and an executive
member of the Canadian Association of Refugee Lawyers and
director of the Refugee Forum at the University of Ottawa.

He said Canada has been praised for its refugee system in
that it quickly enfranchises a person to participate fully in
Canadian socicty once they've been given protected person
status. Conversely, in European countries where newcomers
have not been given the same rights and privileges as citi-
zens, it has been a breeding ground for disalfection that
proved combustible, for instance, in riots in immigrant-heavy
Parisian suburbs in 2005. He acknowledged that some
Canadians might think it's okay for a person to be told to go
home if the situation that brought them to Canada is resolved
and it's safe for them to return.

"But the view of that is well, for example, circumstances

change," he said. "Otherwise, we're going 1o be like a
European country. We're going to park people. We're not
going to let them really become Canadians. We're going to
make them half-Canadians. What it loses is this very positive
aspect ol allowing people to feel secure, be part of Canada
and get on with their lives."

The idea behind the clause, he said, is that a real refugee
would never go back to the country they fled. That's non-
sense. "Many people go back aflter some years. Even when it
is still dangerous many will go back for parental funerals,
remaining children, etc.," he wrote in a follow-up email.
"[T]he advice to refugee-permanent residents would be: get
your citizenship as soon as possible," he wrote. Currently, if
the IRB accepts an asylum claim from a person —_—
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Phone: 416-494-4777
Cell: 416-888-1198 NIMAL VINAYAGAMOORTHY

Fax: 416-494-4050

E-mail: nimal@nlraccounting.com

2525 Pharmacy Ave. (Pharmacy & Finch), Toronto, Ontario MiW 2K2

Certified General Accountant

Refugee lawyers say...
who submitted it within Canada, the person gets protected person status. That means they can stay in Canada and can apply to
become a permanent resident. They have to apply within 180 days of the government telling them they are a protected person.

A permanent resident can stay in Canada long term, but isn't a Canadian citizen. They may receive social benefits including
health care, are protected under the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, but can't vote. To keep their status, they must be
living in Canada for at least two years within a five-year period, They would lose their status if they have been convicted of a
serious criminal offence and told to leave.

Refugees resettled from abroad through a government- or private sponsor-assisted refugee programs arrive in Canada as perma-
nent residents. These include people recognized by the UN as refugees and cared for by the UN refugee agency, the UNHCR.
Asked to comment on this story, UNHCR's representative in Canada Furio De Angelis said Canadian authorities are still brief-
ing the UNHCR on Bill C-31's details. "UNHCR will be undertaking a thorough review and we will present our observations to
the Government,” he said. In any case, a permanent resident isn't eligible to become a citizen unless they've lived in Canada for
at least three of the past four years before applying.
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DonBosco (Canada) : 1-905-832-1673 Cletus (Netherlands) : (78) 6170540
Quintus (Canada) : 1-416-219-5113 Camillus (Germany) : (49) 208 854 006
Ramnath (Canada) : 1-416-858-5406 Hubert (Sri Lanka) : (94) 112 435035
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Dr. M. ILLANGO

B.D.S Dip.Orth. (Oslo), General Practitioner Mainly Orthodontics
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Dr.ALlI ADIBFAR

D.D.S, M.D, FR.C.D (C) , Oral Surgeon

Dr. MEHRAN MOJGANI

D.D.S. Dip. Perio, Gum Specialist
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Dr. JANAKI ILLANGO
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GOWU LD eneuddlug
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Moved to new location
Brampton/Mississauga
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Finch Ave. E Steels Ave, i
Scarborough Office 7920 Hurontario Street, Unit 37
3852 Finch Ave.E, Units 204, 303 (Hurontario & Steels Ave.)
Scarborough ON Brampton ON L&Y OP7
416+ 292« 7004 905457 +1700
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416-266-3333

- 628 E Birchmount Road
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AB LEGAL SERVICES
Professional Corporation

Kauvsegan.E

Accident Benefit Specialist

204-80 Corporate Drive, Toronto, ON. M1H 3G5
Tel: 416 290 6200 Fax: 416 290 6201
email: info@ablegalspc.com
www.ablegalspc.com
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