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EMMANUEL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

58, ORFORD ROAD, WALTHAMSTOW, E17 9QL

PHONE: 020 8374 4004; 07814 252077.
WEB: tamilchurchuk.com; tamilbibleresearchcentre.com
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Message from
Walthamston TH. P,

Nava was a great friend to both Walthamstow and Labour, work-
ing hard to represent the concerns of many in our area for
decades on a wide range of issues.

His commitment to speaking up for the human rights of the tamil
population was clear to all who met him, and | was privileged to
spend time with him first as a local campaigner and then the MP
to hear first hand his passion and determination on this topic.

My thoughts are with both his family and friends and all those
who miss his guidance, good humour and compassion.'

Hope that's ok!

otella
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Message from
Formen Walthamotow M. P,

Navanayagam

| came to know Mr Navanayagam during the time that | was a
Councillor and then MP in Walthamstow. He was an outstanding
community leader. His work as one of the founders of the
Waltham Forest Thamil Sangam and the Tamil School has
helped many local people. As well as this he was one of the
founders of the Tamil Refugee Action Group, the Tamil
Community Housing Association, and the Tamil Rehabilitation
Organisation.

| saw at first hand the important and valuable work carried out by
these organisations and the impact they have had on the lives of
many people in the Tamil community across London, and also via
the TRO, in Sri Lanka. He made a huge contribution through his
work over many years, and will be remembered with gratitude for
all he did for many years to come.

etk Goard
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Tamil Community Housing Association
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Memorial book and launch of the concept of Navanayagam
Memorial Foundation - a fitting tribute for a true legend

First let me congratulate the friends, family, community members
and all others associated with the launch.

There are many in the Tamil community who tirelessly serve for
the betterment of others. Late Mr Navanayagam, affectionately
known to all of us as Nava anna, was an exception to the norm.
He was not only a committed community servant, but also a real
visionary who brought the community together for the betterment
of all.

Nava anna was a founder and visionary of TCHA, who served
the Association in many different ways until his very last days.
He acted as a trouble shooter when the Association needed him.
His unwavering passion and commitment for the betterment of
our community is the common thread that held the Association
together at a time of scepticism and division.

Tamil Housing, one of the key beneficiaries of Nava anna's vision
and activism is delighted to be associated with today's launch.
May | also take this opportunity to confirm our continuous com-
mitment to partner the Foundation to take forward Nava anna's
vision and values - it is a fitting tribute for a true legend.

Mr S Arnold,

Chairman,

On behalf of the

Management Board of Tamil Housing

g y ;ﬂ .
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950 Eastern Avenue
Newbury Park
Essex 1G2 7ID

Tel. 020 8599 1000
Fax.020 8599 1000
adminitriec.org
www.trtec.org

Mr R. Navanayagam (Nava Anna) was a person absolutely loyal to and
passionate about his motherland, Tamil Eelam and his fellow Tamilians. He
has founded, helped in initiating and has worked alongside many worthy
causes to fulfil his passion.

The UK saw a mass influx of refugees in 1985 due to the violent struggles of
Tamils in Sri Lanka. In order to provide guidance and advice to those people,
Tamil Refugee Action Group (TRAG) was formed, Nava Anna worked for
them as a Case Worker for TRAG until his retirement. His dedication to the
Cause allowed many refugees settle down to a calmer and safer life in the
UK. As part of this, he also foresaw that to be able to submerse themselves
into life in UK, they will need further education, training and help with finding
suitable employment. This is especially the case with people whose
education was abruptly halted due to the racism and violence in Sri Lanka.
With this in mind, he gave his support in initiating Tamil Refugee Training
and Education Centre (TR TEC) in 1991. TR TEC has seen countless refugee
Tamils succeed in their lives despite having a rough and disrupted start in
life.

We are grateful to Nava Anna for his contribution over the many years and
hope that we can continue in our mission and do justice to his memory.

West London Centre
Suite 30
Alperton House

Board of Trustees Bridgewater Road
Alperien

Middlesex

TR TEC South London Centre
Linit B 002
Trident Business Centre
#9 Bickersieth Road,
Tooting
Landon SW17 95H

Funded by

o
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5
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EUAOPEAN UMION
Eumngn 5o Funa

The Rapid Training & Education Centre
is # Registered Charity No.: 1055149 > l Sc
& Company Limited by Guarantee No.: 3178738
Leading iarning and slalls.
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Tamil Refugee Action Group

Everlasting presence

Star of the east sets afar, yet

the golden glow lingers on land, sea and the sky.
Jubilant song of a swallow stops, yet

the music echoes from the mountains yonder
Gentle soothing mist departs the valley, yet

the morning dew twinkles on the petals of lily
For every joy that passes,

something beautiful remains.

So does Nava Annal

Though he has embraced eternity and
intermingled with time — boundless
legacy of his exemplary life

a guiding light amidst us.

Momentous moments shared

with both, laughter and pain,

Goals we yearned and the dreams conjured
as family and as an aspiring Nation.

The community that he built and

nurtured for us all

with selfless service, often on his expense.
Structures that he strengthened

TRAG and the like

With absolute dedication vision and is wisdom

The guidance he had given us

through thoughts, words and his life,

So beautiful these remain

Beacon for us all - His everlasting presence

By: David Joseph-
Chairman
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Waltham Forest Thamil Sangam
Gaumev 1o Aumpavt. HLOWHF FHIsID
59 Hoe Street, London E17 4SA
Tel: 020 8503 6643 www.wfts.co.uk
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APPA

It took me some time to decide on how to approach this tribute to
Appa. There are many things that | could speak about as he
achieved many things in his life and he did more than most during
his time on this Earth. It took a while to know exactly where to
start when paying tribute to him.

| decided to touch on a number of things that you all maybe
aware of and | also want to talk about aspects of my father you
may not be aware of.

My father as many of you know took a very active interest in Sri
Lankan Politics. Following the 1983 riots and the outbreak of the
civil war in Sri Lanka he immersed himself fully in the plight of the
Tamil people and fought whole-heartedly for their cause. As a
child | remember accompanying him on a number of occasions to
demonstrations and marches and carrying placards. My father
had a great empathy to those he felt were suffering and to whom
injustices were being committed. | understand that as a child he
attended a political meeting with my Grandmother in Jaffna. At
that meeting the speakers were discussing the Governments
recent law making the teaching Sinhalese compulsory in all
schools. When my father returned home from the meeting he tore
up his Sinhalese language books. When my aunt asked him what
he was doing he replied that if he had no books then he could not
be made to learn the language. This would lay the foundations for
what was to follow.

My father was in many ways a very selfless individual and would
always try to help anyone who required it. He provided support
and help for many people within my family, from the Tamil
community, and outside the Tamil Community over many years.
This included assisting friends with their studies and college work
(often to the detriment of his own), assisting with Immigration and
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asylum applications for many refugees who had come to the UK
from Sri Lanka, as well as assisting people with weddings,
funerals, housing and benefit applications, schooling as well as
personal marriage/family matters.

| recall as child opening the door one evening to someone who
needed some help. He had got on a bus and asked the driver to
take to a place where people were nice. The driver brought him
to Walthamstow and he had got off at the bus stop outside our
home. My father invited him in and asked my mother to give him
something to eat, he then spent some time talking to the
individual and provided him with some cash. My mother
reprimanded my father for being so trusting but he didn’t worry
too much about whether the individual was genuine or not.

My father never sought any gratitude or thanks for the help he
gave to many people, and often received little. In fact he dodged
any form of praise or adoration that was aimed in his direction.
He helped because he genuinely wanted to help people and
because he genuinely cared.

My father worked for many years for the Tamil Community and
helped establish a number of organisations including the
Waltham Forest Tamil School. As he was the key organiser and
principal my brother and | had little choice in whether or not we
attended. My father would often be the last to leave, which |
meant | often returned home on a Saturday close to 3pm. As a
child | would often resent the fact that he was making me attend
school six days a week, and each Friday evening | would try to
find some new way of avoiding having to go, needless to say
nothing worked and short of actually having a serious medical
condition | was often dragged off each Saturday moming.

| do however have very fond memories of those days, the close
friends we made and grew up with, the music and drama
programmes that took place and all the fun we had has children

Digitized by NoolaHgB Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



travelling around in coaches around the country putting on our
performances. In particular | have memories of my father running
around back stage telling everyone off, his teeth grinding on his
tongue causing it to poke out just little, the warning expression
that he was about to give it to you with full force!

In fact | remember as a child playing in the garden with my dear
friend Tharson. Tharson decided it would be a good to graffiti the
garden slabs with some profanity using black charcoal. Needless
to say my father teeth grinding and tongue poking took very little
time to surface and we were both severely reprimanded
especially as the charcoal would not wash off immediately and
took several weeks.

My father temper was famous but the bark was worse than the
bite, he never meant any harm and as quickly as he would lose
his temper a kiss to the forehead would quickly follow.

Many people are surprised when | tell them that my father was a
not a strict disciplinarian with either my brother or |. He had been
very much a free spirit as a young man and found difficulty in
conforming to expectations and as such he never sought to
pressure either my brother or | in our studies or in the subjects
we chose to study. My father was brilliant at Mathematics and
had a fantastic way of explaining how to solve problems. Despite
this he never expected us to follow him and he never once told
us what subjects we should pick or degree courses we should
follow. He did not believe tutoring children unnecessarily would
give them any great benefit post the exam and his socialist roots
meant he never supported the idea of private schools. He
believed we should be allowed to learn to self - study and
develop in our own way. | always appreciated that he fully
supported my choice to study English and History as opposed to
the conformist Tamil Subjects of Maths and Science and he
allowed me to stumble, fall and get up on my own when walking
the path | chose to follow in terms of my career.
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My father was the person we always went to know how to fix
something or solve a problem, he always seemed to have an
answer. When we were children and we fell ill our father would
care for us and attend to our needs, as we grew he would
continue to do this. Even as an adult when | would fall ill with a
severe sore throat and cold, my father, without me saying a word,
would come into the room with a bucket of hot water and would
place my feet in the bucket.

When | was younger and would often return home late | would
often try to quietly open the door and creep in. | would often find
my father sitting in the living room. He would say he got caught
up watching a movie or was finishing watching an interesting TV
programme, given | would often note he was watching QVC |
knew he had waited up to ensure | was back home but his non
conformist nature could not allow him to tell me this.

My Father was a skilled carpenter. When he was younger he built
wardrobes and display cabinets in our home. As he became
more busy and aged, his speed of completion slowed. He would
often start with a great deal of enthusiasm a project but would
need to take his own time in having the task completed. He finally
agreed with me that it was maybe not best to work at his speed
when the extension he started in 1992 was only completed in
2005

My father came to the UK in 1966 and from that date to the day
he passed he was an avid and passionate fan of his beloved Man
United. Even when he was ill he would still remember when they
were playing and would ask my brother to check the score for
him. In fact my cousin had sky plus match of the day for him the
night he passed so he could watch them the next day.

In his younger days my father had seen the rolling stones and
Queen in concert but he loved country music and Dolly Parton’s
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Jolene was one of his favourite track. In fact the music records
in our home when we were children were not Tamil cinema songs
but records by the Beatles, Elvis, and Abba.

It was my father who introduced my brother and | at a very young
age to the joys of Fish and Chips, Kebabs, Chinese take away
and an English Breakfast (with the baked beans first having been
cooked in onions and sprinkled with a bit of masala),

He loved the British sense of humour and his favourite
programmes were Benny Hill, Some mothers to do have them,
only fools and horses and Keeping up appearances. Whilst he
was ill he would often ask me to leave the TV on UK Gold.

The greatest passion my father had was his love and belief in
Christ. He always believed in the Lord and though it may not
have manifested in his outward actions in his younger days, in his
later years and especially after he fell ill it became his greatest
passion. My brother and | would often find him asleep with the
Tamil Bible open on his lap and he would actively encourage us
all as a family to pray with him. In those last few weeks as his
health deteriorated and he was unable to speak very much, he
would ask my mother and aunt to sing to him his favourite Tamil
Hymms. My Father always remained optimistic despite the
prognosis of his illness and his faith in the Lord helped him to
deal with his illness and to fight it for as long as he could.

My father believed and loved the Lord and | take comfort from
knowing that he is safe in his arms.

On the night he passed my father woke up half an hour before
feeling restless. When my brother and | put him back to bed he
asked me what he should do next, | asked what he meant and he
said what should | do now? Is everything done? | said to him °
everything was done Appa and he just needed to sleep’. He
responded by nodding his head and saying ‘ok | will just close my
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eyes and sleep’ That was the last conversation | had with him.
The next time he woke was when he passed away. He passed
away with my mother, brother and | around him and as | held him
at the end | was reminded of my childhood when | would often
find him lying down and | would climb on top of him and fall
asleep in his arms. | whispered to him in my grief that night that
| wasn’t ready for him to leave me but | knew that was a selfish
emotion as the Lord was ready for him and was calling him and
he was ready to go. The work the Lord had brought him to do on
this earth was complete and there was nothing more that he
needed to do as he had done and accomplished more than most.

| want to conclude by saying this:

Appa, Amma, Johnny and | loved you very much and when |
reflected on the life we shared with you, from the good times
when we laughed and had fun to the times we cried and faced
and overcame trials and struggles | concluded that you did it all
the right way Appa and | would not change a second of it.

Thank you for everything you did for us and as | told you on the
night you passed you've done everything and there is nothing left
for you to do, so just close your eyes, go to the Lord and rest until
we join you with him. Amen

Nagu
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TRIBUTE TO APPA

This year has gone so fast and not a day goes by when Appa is
not thought of and talked about in our house. Amma, Nagu and |
miss him dearly. | find it hard to write about Appa, just as he was
such a huge part of my life, that's its just difficult to know where
to start.

Those early years were a bit of a blur, | just remember people
always being in and out of the house, and Appa constantly busy
either shouting at someone or organizing something. | would
have preferred if we had more family time back then, instead of
having to share Appa with what felt like the whole Tamil
community in Walthamstow, but since he passed | can see how
God used his life to help others and | can’t argue with that.

When Appa did have time he was very affectionate and doting
father. He didn’t seem to deny me any toys, games or comic
books, even though we didn’t always have money for it. He found
a way to provide all the things we needed. He also encouraged
me in my favorite pastime of drawing, even when I'd take to
drawing on the walls and furniture of our house to Amma’s horror.

At the same time Appa did have a legendary temper. | didn’t get
the full force it of as a child, but it certainly scared me enough
times seeing Nagu getting told off. In fact when my brother and |
had fights, it was only the threat of telling Appa that would get
Nagu to stop fighting. In later years Appa’s temper would
noticeably mellow, although occasionally resurface, but often
followed by a kiss and hug.

He also had quite a flair for design and DIY, even constructing a
desk from bits of scrap wood and old office equipment he had
lying around. He would try to involve me too with the DIY,
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although it would take him awhile to actually give me anything to
do and it usually was something insignificant, but he’d make me
feel like guite proud that I'd really helped him.

Appa was so meticulous in everything he did, whether it was
family time, DIY, sports, cooking, office work he would never rush
and would never do anything half-hearted. | would often wake up
in the middle of the night to find him still hard at work. It was
amazing work ethic, albeit poorly timed!

Appa was a brilliant mathematician and was keen to teach Nagu
and | his skills. Although we were not so gifted as he was, he
persisted to teach us both and we did improve. | remember
spending hours of the day at the table, Appa teaching me with his
blackboard and chalk, and there was absolutely no way you
would be able to rush him, Maths was like an Art to him. After
many years | could really respect his passion for the subject and
| certainly couldn’t have got through my exams without his
teaching. Throughout my high school years, like most Tamil
parents Appa and Amma both emphasized education and with
GCSE’s and A-levels, they spent time and money to get Tutors to
try to push me to study the core subjects. Although Appa was
much better in Math’s than most these paid tutors, he thought the
extra help wouldn’t hurt me, so he would spend time driving me
to these places. | would particularly hate going to see most of
these Tutors, but | did like the journeys as it gave me some time
with Appa and to question him about politics, socialism, religions,
history, Tamil culture and even Manchester United. That time was
a really precious to me, and | got to know my dad for who he was.

As | was deciding on University and preparing to move out, Appa
gave me the space to grow and make my own mistakes and learn
from them. | would often seek his council for sticky situations |
had got myself into like difficulties at University or in my first jobs
where | had some unwise disagreements with managers. Appa
was always on hand to listen, support and offer a calm voice
without criticizing.
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Following his retirement he started to attend Church more
regularly with Amma, at a permanent weekly Tamil- speaking
church started in Walthamstow. Although he was always quiet
about his faith in Christ, God would be drawing him much closer
now. Appa trusted God more deeply over the next couple of
years. During this time | was helping out in another local church,
where | found a large Tamil Study Bible. Now | definitely felt this
was Gods hand, since this church had never had a Tamil
member, their Pastor just happened to find the bible left outside
the church one day, (he didn’'t even know it was in the Tamil
language!). When | showed Appa he slowly began to read and
draw strength from Gods word bit by bit each day. We would start
to pray as a family more often and Appa would often prompt this.
When Appa wasn't able to attend the Tamil fellowship, he would
come to our church as it was a bit closer and when he was
physically not able he started to watch the Christian TV channels
to hear God’s word.

I'm so thankful that God saved him through Jesus Christ and in
the end Appa was trusting in this and this alone. Although those
last couple of months was difficult and painful to go through, | can
see God'’s hand over him. Appa’s mind was still very sharp and
he could still remember where he kept his paperwork, even
though he was on very strong morphine.

A Bible verse spring to mind when 1 think of Appa, from James
Chapter 2 verse 18 “ | will show you my faith by what | do”, really
summarizes how God used him well for serving people, and |
believe this was in tandem with his faith in Jesus.

I look forward to a time when | will see Appa again, but not in pain
or suffering, but made perfect in Jesus. Amen.

Johny
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My tribute to my baby brother

All through his boyhood, early adulthood and mature older years,
the most outstanding feature of Navam's personality was his
unmatched, naturally endowed ability to make friendship with
people. Race, color, creed, age and status were no barrier to his
reaching out to them. His access to everyone was always tinged
with care, compassion, mercy and love and people felt that he
had touched every nerve and fibre of their being. This was the
stuff, the essence of the personality of Mathini's most beloved
husband and Johhny's and Nagu's ever caring and loving father.

Being struck with a deadly, incurable disease, it had taken a
terrible toll, especially on the last days of Navam's life. He was
the patient and he was the sufferer, but his suffering had taken its
toll on the children and especially so on Mathini. Johnny and
Nagu loved their Appa to the very core of their being and
enduring the emotional pain and anxiety of the father's suffering
was far from easy to bear. Mathini loved her husband all through
his life with all her heart and mind and soul and that gave her all
the strength she needed to endure the battering that Navam's
ordeal inflicted upon her. Mathini's grieving and comforting
presence besides Navam all the time made his pain easier to
bear. Johnny's and Nagu's heartfelt empathy gave him a sense
of peace even in agony.

Navam was always a very family and community oriented
person. Wherever there was sorrow, despair, sickness and loss
of life among sisters, brothers, nephews and nieces and friends,
Navam was a source of consolation and comfort. Wherever
there were celebrations of weddings, birthdays and successful
achievements in the areas of jobs, education and other matters,
Navam's active participation brightened up the sense of
excitement and joy everywhere. Mathini, Johnny and Nagu knew
that it was Navam's inborn, innate nature to suffer with those who
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are distressed and perplexed and enjoy with those who reveled
in mirth. Navam's active support and counsel were sought after
by many and he never failed them.

The genesis of Navam's devotion and dedication to serve
people goes right back to his childhood days. Even at such a
tender age, he let himself be wrapped up and embraced by the
crying needs of boyhood friends and had a yearning and
inventive mind to seek ways to help them. Sometimes, the need
was in the nature of raising enough money to remedy a crisis
situation of the family that a particular friend came from. Navam
would immediately mobilize all his friends to pool in as much
money as possible from whatever sources they had access to
and turn over that money to the friend's family in need. This little
help from little people was greatly appreciated by that family.

The same readiness to help abounded in other situations too.
If there was a wedding in a friend's family, Navam would
assemble a group of boys to pitch in and work as diligently as
needed to set up quite a few practical things in order. The
concerned family would be moved and impressed by Navam's
abundant helpful nature and express their gratitude joyfully and
profoundly.

In his own little but significant ways for a child of twelve or
thirteen, Navam was quite resourceeful even to our own home
situation. Once, for certain unknown reasons, our own eldest
sister whom we called Moothacca and who is no more, was
racked with severe pain all over her body one night. Amma and
the sisters did whatever they could and it was late into the night,
and in weariness, they slept off. Navam stayed awake all night
and moved his palms gently, back and forth, all over the sore
spots of his sister. The next morning, Moothacca felt completely
relieved of all pain. She said that it was the soft little palms of a
caring and loving child that did the miracle.
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What Navam had as a natural, pure and unalloyed instinct to
help as a child was blooming and blossoming into mature and
deliberately conscientious activities as he grew up into manhood.

Jesus Christ was the rock and foundation of Navam's life and
it was from the well - spring of that rock that he became a
profoundly caring and loving person. There was a clear
transparency to the inner family relationships and it was plainly
evident that Navam's utmost, unbounded love was always for
Mathini, knowing without the slightest doubt, that a strong and
unbreakable bond of love between husband and wife would be
the corner - stone and bedrock of that family's life. It was this
bond of love that nurtured and sustained Johnny's and Nagu's
growing up in utter respect and love of their parents and love of
each other. Navam's love for Mathini evoked in her naturally, her
own self - giving reciprocation to his love.

Navam placed a very high premium on education. He believed
that a viable academic achievement was the only pathway to
professional and economic survival. With this idea in mind he
instilled in Johnny and Nagu the unyeilding will and motive to
pursue their education with perseverance and diligence. For
parents, finding the adequate financial resources and a suitable
home environment was a challenging and formidable task. But
by persistent hard work and relentless determination, the
parents, eventually, helped and supported the children towards
the achievement of their academic goals. There is not the
slightest doubt that Johhny and Nagu would remain eternally
grateful to their parents for their sweat and toil out of the depth of
their love for their children.

One important thing that engaged Navam's serious attention
for a good part of his life was the plight of our Tamil brothers and
sisters living in Sri Lanka. Like all of us, Navam felt to the marrow
of his bones, the utter degradations to which they had been
subjugated for a very long time without any relief in sight. Being
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deprived of justice in every facet of life, being so drastically and
brutally reduced to a status of sheer non - entity, Navam
passionately dreamed and longed for the return of even a
modicum of justice and human dignity to the thousands of feliow
beings in Sri Lanka. Let us hope that his dream was not in vain
and that someday it would come true.

Navam's struggle towards the attainment of goodness and
beauty in human life was always guided powerfully by embracing
St. Paul's injunction in 1 Corinthians: "Love is patient and kind;
love is not jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or rude. Love
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful. Love
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things."

The departure of Mathini's beloved life's partner and Johnny's
and Nagu's adorable Appa, a priceless treasure they cherished
so much, has left behind an aching and gnawing vacuum and
void that only Christ's loving, comforting and guiding presence
can ever fill. They will be constantly reassured that by the
uplifting and saving grace of Christ, Navam has now entered
victoriously into the unending joy and fullness of union with his
Lord and Savior which no power either on earth or in heaven can
take away from him. All of us who are gathered here, along with
Mathini and the children, will affirm in unison and ecstatic
rhapsody with St. Paul that "neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will ever be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord."

From here in Atlanta, my wife Sumi, and children, Kutty and
Isu, join me in thanking and praising God along with the
Congregation there, forr the joy of Navam's eternal union with
Jesus Christ, Lord and Savior. We always loved him dearly!

R.Easwaradevan (Easu)
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TRIBUTE TO NAVAM

Dear Family and Friends,

On behalf of the family, | wish to thank you for being present
today to share in this Celebration Service of Navam's life. | have
been given this privilege as Navam's brother to give a tribute.
We are deeply moved and touched at the support and love given
to us during this time.

“Death is inevitable and comes as a shock and numbing
sense of a loss.

Such suffering, loss and pain is so distressful that we
embark on a remorseless journey, like the ship on a dark and
stormy sea.”

Navam was a supportive husband to Mathini and a nurturing
father to Nagu
and Jonathan and he was a strong hold in our family unit.

My brother can be described as a man who was serious and res-
olute,
serene, kind,calm and unflappable.

A reformer who from his young age tried to change the commu-
nity for good and fought for justice.

We recall in 1961, that he was one of the few who sat in at the
the Sathiyagara Movement and ended up in hospital for a cou-
ple of days after being attacked by the army. This showed HIS
passion for political freedom;

Navam was devoted to the purging of injustice in peoples lives,
wherever he saw it; While the justice of a cause should win a
case ,it cannot do so without the catalyst of human energy.

A man who stood for Justice,
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Peace and Reconciliation,

A man after God's own heart;

Its not easy to find words to describe his value;

But what stood out most was his integrity,

and courage until the bitter end;

He was charming and his warmth, connected to all walks of life,
and the people

he came across in his life journey;

The poor the displaced have lost indeed a Friend:;

and we the RASIAH family have lost a Champion.

Navam was blessed with acute intelligence and formidable abili-
ties as a negotiator. Clever in Mathematics — it is said that he
did his friends homework and assignments and much more.

-2-

Many would have sat with him at Committee Meetings or at home
discussing ideas , however speculative it could be, he enjoyed a
debate a discussion and controversy:.

He was nevertheless unassuming in nature, always kind and
considerate to others. His home was always open, and
Mathini,Nagu and Jonathan, shared him with rest of the com-
munity.

I had the privilege to walk and play with him as a child along the
rugged roads of Jaffna.  Played with him in Cricket not on the
same team - but against him — as he aiways wanted to play with
the under-dogs as he felt it was better balanced.

And of course he was right because his team always won.

He also represented Jaffra Central in Cricket and Soccer and |
remember that he was the best attacking player at that time.

Mathini, Nagu, Jonathan,
One could continue writing another tribute of equal length telling
of Navam's legacy and his good deeds;
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The most important role he undertook was to care and guide you
through. _

We are proud that he has left behind a great heritage to carry for-
ward

He was a great Challenger,

An Encourager

A Mentor

A Friend

A person who inspired us all.

In the end the best tribute that | could pay Navam is from a quote
from Italian poet Giovanni Rucellai

It is by HIS ACTIONS, NOT HIS WORDS, THAT A MAN'S LIFE
SHOULD BE ASSESSED”

YES indeed his life is written, by his Actions into the Book of Life.
Knowing and walking with you has been a great honour. And we
are all richer as a result of knowing you NAVAM.

Navam kept a thousand threads together and woven God's tap-
estry in His life.

We thank God for Navam and celebrate his life, work and deeds.
We are all the richer as a result of knowing him.

Finally on behalf of my two sisters, Mathu and Puvana,my two
brothers,

Inthu and Easu

my daughter Shehana, my wife Salo and myself;

Sugi, Chelly, Thirai

Kala,Yogi, Lingan

Joy,Bliss, Serene and Tranquil

| say a fond farewell until we meet again.

Thavam
5th January 2013
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Tribute for Navam Anna

“Actions speak louder than words™............ Navam Anna is an
excellent example for this familiar quote. He was always
available and ready to help during the darkest moments in our
lives.

Although our initial encounters with Navam Anna were at different
times, it was God’s Divine plan that we both had the privilege of
having him as our beloved Brother —in -law. Sathy first met him
around 1974 in the UK over a friendly chess match.

When Navam Anna married Kamali’s eldest sister in Jaffna he
became the first son -in-law to the Rajasekaram family. For
Kamali and her other siblings he became another older brother
and started sharing responsibilities. After the 1983 communal
riots when Kamali arrived in the UK, Navam anna willingly took
upon the role of a father, taking responsibility for her welfare and
education.

It's hard to express in words all that he has done for us and we
will be rapidly running out of space if an attempt is made to list
them all. But, here are a few examples of how much of an impact
he had on our lives.

The obvious one is where he got us both together, arranged our
wedding and ensured that our married life got off to a good and
solid start.

He worked tirelessly towards the purchase of our house and
dealt with all legal matters and obstacles with his customary
patience and persistence. Time was never an issue for him and
he would take however long was necessary to resolve problems.

He had the knack of spotting potential problems well in advance
and although sometimes his judgment at the time seemed
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somewhat flawed to us, it almost always turmned out that he was
right, so much so that with the passing of time we would take his
advice for granted. Navam anna was a good listener and was
very patient, always making considered decisions and giving
advice in a calm and deliberate manner.

When Dinesh was born, Navam anna was with us at the hospital.
He kept on encouraging and supporting us when the doctors had
to place Dinesh in the baby-care unit for a few days due to a
delayed labour and Oxygen starvation.

During that time Navam anna was a tower of strength and would
constantly reassure us. When Dinesh was growing up he
became very attached to him and he too started calling him
“Navam Anna”.

On Christmas eve (this was our first Christmas after marriage)
Navam Anna came to our house late evening with lots of gifts for
the Thamil Sangam children, and said that he needed to wrap
these here, otherwise Nagu and Jonny being very young at that
time would think all the toys were for them. We started helping
him with the wrapping but after some time got tired and fell
asleep.

When we woke up around midnight, Navam anna was still in our
room patiently and happily wrapping away. An enduring memory
for us is when he had finished wrapping all the presents, he put
them all in a sack, slung it over his shoulder, put his hat on and
left the room, looking just like Father Christmas!

That same year he also organised our Manor Park Tamil church
youth to come and sing carols at our place where he had invited
many Tamil friends along with their children .Every year both our
families meet at our place for Christmas lunch. Navam anna
never neglected to visit his close family and friends after the
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Christmas service so we often ended up having our lunch very
late.

Perhaps Navam Anna’s greatest strength was the empathy he
felt towards people suffering from various problems In particular,
he felt very deeply for the plight of the Tamils in Sri Lanka and we
could see the emotional turmoil that he was going through.
Rather than just talking about it, he actively immersed himself in
organising shipments of clothes, food and other necessities to
alleviate the suffering of those displaced. His caring and love
were unconditional and unequivocal.

Even when his health deteriorated he brushed that aside and
wanted us to be our usual selves. Kamali had the privilege to say
the last prayer for him on night of the 26th December.Raniji, who
had come to see him from Australia (another sibling of Kamali
and acca) together with Dinesh and Sugi (Navam anna’s niece)
had the opportunity to spend time with him only hours before he
passed away.

We have the assurance and eternal hope that one day we will
see him again in Heaven. Until that day comes, we miss our
beloved brother-in-law every day in our lives and cherish the
precious moments and fond memories.

Sathy & Kamali
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GIBIGHET BIhEhTFID Bemmhad LOTOT

| m honoured and privileged to say a few words about our
beloved Nava mama and how much he meant to our family.
sibwrsd uour  they have 8 children, 3 girls + 5 boys and Nava
mama is the 7th child. wmor came to this country in 1969 to
study. wnorelie Beopw friends. Lgssn B sst GHTLmA Henl-
FlbsTeold  NNIHEGID.  S6UT  WTHLET  UDSITEID 2 6mTenioLITe
SISIULGE ST LILDEsUTT. S0 BV LUTITSH @  LosHeir.
Bunguimer 2 Sens BTG WOSaD  DiflFHL.

Then wmor went back to Sri Lanka for the 1st time to get married
and he couldn t like anybody so he came back in a week or so
then he went for the 2nd time in 1976 and he saw a very young
girl/lady and | think he couldn t his eyes at all 10 wwma &Lt
wmdenw sswiLgi srssv. Within two weeks the engagement and
wedding wpypstuiBn. — Sarsenalw engagement was 14th of
January, mami s birthday 14th of October . In that year we had 2
weddings one was Nava mamas and the other one was his
brother s, Thava mama s. Within 2 weeks, 2 weddings an unfor-
gettable year and | was one of their _ maids for their wedding.
Then after a few years he came to visit subicnédl, uour. these are
the 3 visits to Sri Lanka which mama went that | can remember.
Then when we came to the UK, me, Kala and my cousin stayed
with mama and mami, for sometime. Mama and mami have 2
beautiful son s, Nagu and Jonny and they were 7 and 2 years old.
wror Nagu and Jonny @me wrissid spiumars  G)(hossils0snsy.
BIMIGBET  SI60E0THBGHID BT HT6T SUILITEUTEH  B(HHEHIT.

DBEH EHBGID  BILG6MSY  moT  Uglusns  BIRSsT  SiTsniligl
Bevsmen.  Erellsd sTRIBEHSDL W FTOOMBieY  aub&l 6160600 LISHLPLULI
BHMHBEHID  HENSHLILTT. HFlevBeusmsnmailed  sIMIBEHBG  [Hoslmn]
UbHNIBLE. AT SUBDG BHID BhbH HMHHHH  HIEH
sllplinb.  Um@  Gomsvsusunit e Heswr  Gousmey BmdE o FH
ey &6 Bursunit.  @ILBsy time almost arwsmas Hrewiy eMBLD.
But he gets up early as well.

shd i time o Bmbsraub &fl — happy occasion or sad time
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(LpS6oTOUG|  BIEIEET 6160660T(HID  BUTENSI Wmomell 1D Hsil.  LDILoT
BTG (IPHeUTeusl  SibdH  BLHHL  BHBUIT.  6ThD IDETETlE:
Ambsiad oms FluTs (pobs aaiur. Sometimes he takes
his own time, very slowly syeimsd Gmrmslenm algeums  (PQLILITT.
on Feo words OpGssid UTelilurm Ulsier - ‘Bupbsl DL
s mdamsy Gsfup He is going to be a long story  Gamub
aumbGurs weuflsr  Voice — Pitch —High Note &3 st GalBLo.
SFALEH  Hrer  GUFeUTT, SR BB @ s PILD  BHire
SUMHHEG UG MSHWTFD 6IHIm @eBID DeDnss. Sorry  sy&4
s Qareoed emimellsy Llenp BYHBHTEID  SHeuens HNPHB @b
kiss gsiimi smeutt  Cp@uis.  oror  WIGSGEL  BHHE time
@sosney OF SHEIaTe0  6J60THI 616D QHAUHHES 6D GlF Tl 0EMBY.
S5 shs GpyoTE BHssLBh.  eeuwsp B, Kala, Yogi and
mama went to Gremsey by car.  mrepd Kala epo grer Drive
Lissiiemfi@emrmid,  Lomion ssueusnGsur try Liswemilenmt sent Drive  Liswism.
SENMed  BIEIBST  GBTHHHIEME. ey back seat @sv
Bnsswunsss. Rest a@ss Gomssd.  His driving is a bit slow!
Week end@sv womor @@ white overall gsiienp GuTLLIT  sT60BIed
Gsfww - DIY or Cleaning Gsu Gurslpnit esiipy.  Seumed MOrN-
ing on GLsdsh GCar k@ faoGaumenmstisy  LlaGaD
LD Db BLSHHe0 SIS BHUIT - GFTEOIBITT G EhFID
busyays Gumiell Lsit &8 phone calls e, SIRU(HEML_LI
sl gbe wil  ebs  GBID  eubsTEMD  FTULIL LiGmremil  &Tail
SIEMILIL|EUTT.

All of his nieces, nephews — she got married first sis08eoTBBED
(s Pleiiml sleveomD GFIG! (PRSI  sTUURID Afdbs (WPpsD
smile 2 _Ler st SHOUTT.

All of our children called him Nava Thatha and they all adored
him.

wrotelBEe  Bhe ambHHD  sem  Gmsiafliuie BuTgl BTG
asuBeoreptd shock eus GumTEH BLTD.  DLEITEYID LOTIDT  HEBIEDIENL U
Bprdmmen  HILLISH.  6hs pain s BEHSTEID Aifldh s
sneTieonaCa ssGaTE SmaluTT.  gaiberm Guyms ellgrfliurt.
Wsiisnenasment)  Lpel, Ligidbssnen  Lpp, esiien  Exam activities
GaulenDd ele0somD ellemALILTT.  LOMDOT 6TRIGEhEMLW LisTensTaerbL 6l
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wiaATn  opvsy  Dinesh, mahilingham ----------- +David children,
Mala akka s daughter Sarah sisoBsurpLanib  very close relation-
ship smsusdlmhstt.  All the children find it very comfortable with
Nava thatha, periappa and uncle.

wmorepd  wrdud @ps Church @mg Sre  Wphs  aubSTITHS.
Usg  Walthamstow@st Paster suspa@ont  Church  Gsmmiallsn
Gurps omE regular s GuTUl  GUHSITTEBEI. SI6)THEThH
il lghE SlLamsed DohoH. @b Fv aumsFhsEnsEH LInG
smEHHGL  Outws  Gorsvsusutit  Worship time  Gsrehaic  ani i)
Bum (Bay ouemmse  Paster Beir sermon mebeurs BmEGIL s,
meusw teaching sweomrt  then he started going to bible study
sl Oemseoit revolutionm umed Lwlls@mrr. Very interest-
iNg a5 Bondaipsl sem GFmsusl ssngeiunr. Lately, mama want-
ed to take water baptism as well. sysisd SiBmE (WHTE BTHSHT

UMy IBHHEIS  GClBTERILITT. SUEITEY  BIFFWIOTS  1OTLOTeNls0r
o sirsnHmeH ANHS CoHeuens BmesGo. Baptism a@Giiusbe Wseyb
QUTEHFILITE BB, Ueemendsi b sengnismLw  Shirt

2 (Blysensn  ready uswiem  Gamsued, 27th of December. e
wpzed @ date Csr@Hml. saeusntw 2, 3 Friends me Gansvsd
Bnsdprr.  ops Date free sus mouss Gamsvsll s1e0Bsumsnyu b
sl L su@lbugud.  oibs same day early morning he went with
the lord mama accepted with his whole heart that Jesus is the
lord and survivor.

wror - and mami are a truly loving couple. Mami never said a
word against mama. Sometimes she doesnt like some habits
eating late or smulL B Gsnemigms@ic Gurs phone call subsnso
sTUUTH HapeiBh.  oeng Gamsoeuls Burenmsd Gamsoaueurit ‘eysdl’
2 106 @HIGET @aIpId efenmats.  SUELTWCSHID BBeITSEhSE
eIl 2 gall  GFuisughl  eIIBE ST DSUBDLW  BTHEHEHH0
pafledll L snfluiors  GmbHEl.

wroTellsn BheH UHSHD IbH [BTLH6M00 @6ihn 0L B HImHISEsT
LUTTSESHImLISHTE  BHHHHI. oMbl el et BHesGausmi.
sHaems@® (sl Bmhebs Gaugmib.  Day time Guosb room @t Guimul
rest sips@n Burgib Gamsveusutt wrHel @suGsur@m 10 MINS [HE
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QHBST sNbHH UTHD eeiml. omdl sihs Beousmey GFuisTsud giliBumil
UTTHSHI B HTell suHAUT.  [HaUD Hevey HHSHenT sleim GFTORIMNIT.
Camehs BILsEndE LB s rest usmigmid Gurg wrbfuyn Sibs
room@sv @mHs Gaugmud g chair GuILEG SiFsd SmLumsuri.
omdl  @m Ferpld  BeLsUMosy  (IPBWD  FEAHBMOEY  DISUHDL L
sflipliLiliLng steVeuMD GFwsur. &G dining room &st WIoTBE
chair @mé®. oibhs chair Gso Gaumy wingraus BhbhHsns HImiEs
FHTamelsusmsy. Pl Db GuTpHID Ml DeNmBEE  (LPsT
Bmss Gougmin. Kitchens@ el Guras geurg.  BUu emis Gumpfi
oteiiml  Gssl_umit.  e1sirent  CeusmevwiTad  BHHHTeVID Ffl  GlaFTsOsvIeUTT.
DiH slsvsumd LIm@ GFuiwsomb.  @mis G0 aubsl G sTamLn.
semL gl BILSHelled  wmlusr  ougdsly  Haibs  BsruliuBo
Crymissnsn  BID UMTSHHSHCmID. @81 em sllaubdbe SHrsr
Froun®  orbs  Garsvemsv  GlemsisnmBsu  GursId  GEBTLMISI LT
LQIsNBBTAD [BIHD sTUUAD SIHISHTH 2 _MISL (DN HH.  HLETED
wnd  swspid  GurmsmwBuir® oK meub  Gmmehsn  GUTIISSI
grillprtsr eeim Gameued owuflear apsiens stroke vssienllsilGeur
(WHBs @m CrT BBHHH. s  HLelld Oaraml SHimbse
Geugmild. Wi slsiianidhensd GUTL B siellemeund  wmdulles snd et
SNBSS Gouamib. Wil BT HLeyd sedim CFTSORISITT. &
(BIEHLD  SHETEDINL L U(HHHHMS LM HnHULSH U  Bls0ensD.
Afdxm SmelLH Hren alplun.  &bs Brsin susny wrer dressed
very well always full sleeved shirts wowsa alGsurt. Trouser belt
Gum’_® shoe Gum' B smeir wrideienen wrdfl srer Getunm. He
never came down with his PJ s.

Either the first week of December or the second@sv mreit  Guimii
unté@ic  Gursl  wmor  was in the front room  sem  Gensvey
sigGuir seipy AfSHLUy BHEHHTT. Cotehan late sus BGursnmsd
GIFmELEIEUTT. BmLigall L gl sausons  Drive  Lissigim  s1e0im)
Grmeusd  siemitiyeunt  regularly | go and visit mama but the 3rd
week of December | couldnt make it. December 25th | my
cousins and their children wanted to spend some time with him
and on the 26th OeBGsmyic | went ssbsom(plo  eTamdbig — (Lpsilanimen
BombH SmHUBGHT, FTUNGHRGSHT semrT. owupdbe Silent sus
Bolum allpuun Esbeons sTiwwnTs  EHhHE!.
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WOMOT — @h  [bileThld  slsiismen @I Bl L slsbensu. SILIGUT (R HID
@l Lt el gl @ewsmyn  drive  uswswr  GelgmiDd 16 ST
Glgmsosuieunt.  oueimed DIbSHsH BTN Geusmeowins  EHHSLIUI6TTED
brel  Senenmdbe late s e BrenendE  Bausnsd  (IPRHHHID
aUmeNe  6TelTml  GlFTeLsy BTl HSHeUEmTEnTIONS  HEMEUsMIL D IQEUTHT.
Even the last minute he gave me a kiss and hug, | went home
SeTey 2 Leil Sl Beuswrniguismuilmml.

wmor  was very gentle, very kind, very loving and was a very
humble person. We all miss him enormously, very recently my
cousin Yogi said mama @0u Bevensv el Bsnaisb@lo GLTIHSI
GCpehGesveomn srsem@sur Glauiygs steopr. All of our children are still
talking about Nava thatha and they all miss him. We are all going
to see him one day that is our hope. We love Nava mama, thatha
and uncle.

wmorelB@ SyewB  Llssnenaenln sTUURD EVTswnih  Horsbsin ol
Nagu, Jonny gruiiL  Ume st oeut  grodBeunT. sl gl
B BsTIEID  LN6Ts0eNSEndEH (PH60 FTUUTH GBI sTarmISHTeo DT
Wb GlFmeueusumT,
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To my dearest Nava Chithappa:

It is with deepest sorrow and sadness that | write this tribute to
you. You were a very special uncle to me; you, like your brother,
my beloved father, were kind, loving, caring and generous.

Growing up | always heard my parents talk fondly about you -
your stay with them in Point Pedro, prior to your leaving Sri
Lanka. My father was always proud of you. Many times | have
heard him repeat "Navam - though he is young, he is very smart
and responsible". He affectionately refers to you as the Math
Professor.

It is truly unfortunate that we did not get the chance to grow up
with you. At times | feel that it was stolen from us. But | thank
God for the past few years. When | came to London to help Appa
with Amma's iliness, | got to see for myself what | have heard all
my life — your selfless love. You were there for every one of us.
| fondly think back to the times you and Appa would sit together,
talking about your good old days, laughing and reminiscing. At
times | would not hear a peep out of that room and when | came
to check, you both would be just sitting there, not saying a word.
| miss those days and | miss you!!

Losing Appa, and then within the year losing you as well, has
been so hard for all of us, but | find peace in knowing and
picturing that you and Appa are together rejoicing in the presence
of our Lord Almighty and knowing that one day we will join you.

With Love, from the US,
your niece
Blissy
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Beloved Tribute to an Amazing Brother and Uncle

In spite of having so much to say | am still at a loss for putting in
words all the memories regarding my favorite Uncle. Uncle
Navam was one of the first uncles | had met on my dad’s side
while my family and | resided in Bangalore, India around 1990.
Uncle Navam, being one of the youngest uncles on my dad’s side
quickly turned into being one of my favorite uncles and that love
transferred to Uncle Navam’s kids (Nagu and Jonny) being
among my very favorite cousins and Uncle Navam's wife
(Mathini) being one of my very favorite Aunts.

Uncle Navam had always been a rock in his family, alongside his
wife, by raising two amazing sons. The devastating news of
Uncle Navam falling ill and being diagnosed with cancer did not
tear the family apart but only brought his immediate and
extended family and all his loved ones closer together. | have
always sought refuge in quotes that motivate, inspire and uplift
me as a form of expression to my own deepest heartfelt
emotions. The quotes posted below are quotes and poems that
elicit the kind of person my Uncle Navam had been and will
continue to be in my life and my family’s life.

These quotes posted below capture the impact that Uncle
Navam had on me and the whole family. Uncle Navam was
dearly loved by Mom, Dad, Isu and me and will be dearly missed,
but will always be cherished.

“If tears could build a stairway and memories a lane, I'd walk right
up to heave and bring you home again.” (Unknown) There was
so much | had to say, so much | wanted you to see, so much |
wanted to share with you Uncle Navam.

“Sometimes we can't let go of memories, because they are
constant reminders of a great story that we never expected to
end.” (Joffrey Lagura) Sometimes.. | know it sounds selfish.. but
I wonder.. how could you just leave me Uncle Navam?

These quotes posted below capture the impact that Uncle
Navam had on everything Uncle Navam always believed in

Digitized by Noolgfgam Foundation.
noolaham.org | agVanaham.org



fighting for basic human rights and against abuses. Uncle Navam
did his best to wherein goodness, love, decency and justice by
stamping out hatred cruelty and oppression. Uncle Navam’s
favorite role model throughout his lifetime had always been
Martin Luther King, Jr. Each year, Uncle Navam always looked
forward to celebrating the Million Man March where social
activists gathered together to fight for civil rights, basic human
rights, equality and dignity.

“The ultimate tragedy is not the oppression and cruelty by the
bad people but the silence over that by the good people.” (Martin
Luther King, Jr.) The worst injustices are committed by the people
who remain silent. Take a stand, make a difference, and stand up
for humanity.

“Take the first step in faith. You don't have to see the whole
staircase, just take the first step.” (Martin Luther King, Jr.) Thank
you for opening my eyes to the moral imperative that all forms of
ugliness and evil against humanity and should be allowed to
prevail Uncle Navam. | will do my very best to make a difference
as a champion to fight for basic human rights and dignity.

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that. Hate
cannot drive out hate: only love can do that.” (Martin Luther King,
Jr.) Uncle Navam, thank you for showing me never to entertain
small minds and that only love can drive out hate.

“That old law about ‘an eye for an eye’ leaves everybody blind.
The time is always right to do the right thing.” (Martin Luther King,
Jr.) Thanks for showing me the right way, not the small-minded
way Uncle Navam.

Uncle Navam.. this is for you from the impact you’ve had on me..

Memory Eternal

That is what | will remember,

Your bravery and your love

That caring wise and watchful eye
Which now peers at us from above.

| wish | knew you years ago
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With your sly smile and charm
Seventy one years of slicked back hair
And a lovely lady of your own.

| knew the man you became
The uncle who | adore

The leader of a family

Who gave us more and more.

There were so many lessons
Most important how to fight
To be proud of who we are
Stand up with all our might.

Through all the important moments
You made sure to be there

Through everything in my life

You went through all you could bear.

The cancer had made a comeback
But you wouldn't show the strain
You grinned and bared the pain
But we saw you lose your glow.

Every day that everyone came to see you
Determined to give you strength

Refusing to believe anything could hurt you
At least not to any length.

That phone call | most dreaded
My heart dropped and | knew
Your time with us was wearing thin
| knew that | was losing you.

And still the pain didn't matter

You fought to stay with your wife and boys
You promised you'd never leave them

So you strained and clung to life.

The truest gift you gave them
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As you battled with all your might
Your kids a bright future
A fighting chance to life.

Surrounded in love and admiration

Family and loved ones stayed with you as your guides
And the sun shone on your face

As you began to switch sides.

A year later | still ache to see you
To hear you laugh or see your smile
I'd willingly bear a harder load

Just to talk for a little while.

That is what I'll remember

Your bravery and your love

That caring wise and watchful eye

That now peers at us from above.

Uncle Navam.. this is for you from the impact you've had on my
Appa (Dad).. You had always been such a beloved brother and a
rock to the entire family.. | can not begin to say Thank You
enough.. every time | look in the mirror | see you in me as | do
the whole family tree.. you have taught us all how to be rocks
when it comes to family J

How It Will Be

It feels like it's been forever Navam,

since I've seen your face.

| miss you so much,

in my heart you will always hold a special place.

All the good times we've shared,

the memories we've made.

Everyday | think about them all,

From my mind they will never fade.

How | wish we could walk arm in arm, hand in hand, heart to heart.

If | would've known that it would end like this,

| thought we'd never have to be apart.

You were always the light at the end of my storm.
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the star in my sky.

You were a blessing,

you were perfect in my eye.

So many questions | still have to ask,

my best friend gone.

Why?

You were too young to go,

it didn't have to be like this, you didn't have to die.
From now until the end of my life you will be on my mind,
every minute, every hour, every day.

| love you, | miss you,

and this is how it will stay...

Death Is Personal

| was so shocked when | heard the news of my brother's sudden
death.

| was so devastated | nearly lost my breath.
Death's impact is just like the weather:

you never know how it is going to be.

Death has no chauvinism,

the next time it may strike you;

or it may even strike me.

Death hits like lightning, it's fierce, it's frightening.
Death taught me how to cherish those whom | hold so dear,
it showed me how not to take life for granted,

and how to show others how much | care.

Death is a subject that no one wants to talk about,
some try to avoid it,

some become silent,

and some even walk out.

But just as sure as we are born,

we will surely die;

| hope by sharing my own experience

it will help to dry someone else's weeping eyes.

From
the Isvaradevan Family
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Tribute for Navam Uncle

As | think back on all the fond memories | have of Navam uncle, |
feel privileged that | had the opportunity to spend so much time with
him. | was his nephew and Godson and our two families have
always lived very close to each other and it is still somewhat
unusual if a week passes by where there is not some face-to-face
interaction between members of each family. | do not have any
siblings of my own so | naturally became very attached to Nagu and
Jonny. | became particularly close to Navam uncle and Periya since
my other closely-related uncles and aunties are abroad. Navam
uncle always displayed his love and generosity towards me, making
me feel very much a part of his family, almost as if | were a third son.
He showed a genuine interest in my life, and of those of his other
nephews and nieces, and was proud of our achievements. He also
had an affectionate way of speaking to those he cared about and
this is something | dearly miss.

Along with my dad, Navam uncle was one of the first people to
nurture my interest in chess at a young age. We would have spent
a great number of hours playing together with him showing me
different strategies. He gave me one of his nicely finished wooden
chess sets years ago and we still have it in our house today. My
attention turned to table tennis as | grew older and | was fascinated
to hear that he played quite a lot himself in his younger days. |
slightly regret that we never got the opportunity to play together but
| still had plenty of interesting conversations about the game with
him.

Before starting my job in Bournemouth | spent a day with my
parents looking around the town for flats to rent. We were going
there blind and uncertain about what we would find, so thought it
would be best to take someone else along who could advise us — it
was a no-brainer that we should ask Navam uncle! He had
experience in property, which was of course useful, but it was more
so his experience in general life matters that made us think of him.
| think it was his reassuring presence and the knack for knowing the
right thing to do in each situation which made countless others turn
to him for counsel. | know he has provided guidance to us as a
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family for many years, long before | was even born.

When we first heard news of Navam uncle’s iliness, it took me some
time to grasp the seriousness of it, especially as | was out of London
and could only get updates over the phone. | often wished | could
help more as | knew the rest of the family back home were trying
their best to take care of him. For this reason, | was compelled to
make the most of the brief time | could spend with him whenever |
came back to visit. We would usually start by discussing his illness
and the symptoms he was suffering, but somehow we would
inevitably end up talking about football. This was one of his great
passions and | was grateful to share in it with him. It was rare that
we would have a conversation that didn't involve talking about a
recent match or incident. He was a regular at our house during
televised Manchester United games, though things were a little
more awkward when they were playing my team, Arsenal. Out of
politeness, we would refrain from celebrating if either of our teams
scored!

On the evening of Boxing Day, | informed him that Man United had
won a thrilling match and | recorded the highlights so that he could
watch it the next day — in fact, | was planning on coming early the
next morning to watch it with him. Sadly, he passed away that night
and so we didn’t get to see it, but it was clear that he had retained
an interest in his team even after his health had deteriorated. On
that night itself many people flocked to the house as soon as they
heard the news. It spoke volumes that the house was full despite it
being the early hours of the morning.

Adjusting to life without Navam uncle has been challenging for all of
us, particularly for Periya, Nagu and Jonny. It is still strange to see
his empty chair at the head of the dining table; | can very easily
picture him sitting there right now, making telephone calls,
organising his documents or reading the newspaper. | am
comforted, however, by the fact that he had faith until the end and |
look forward to the day we can meet again.

Dinesh Sathyendran
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Navam Thatha

Our bond was deep rooted in respect, love and understanding.
He was thatcaring, wise and watchful eye; which now watches
down on me from above. My Thatha was a great intellect, a good
man and most importantly a beautifulsoul. I've been incredibly
blessed to have had him be part of my life. His

warmth was an embracing shield of love projected from his
generous heart.

Thatha's passing left a void that | thought couldn't be filled- far
from it-he left precious memories that will never fade through my
journey of life.

His passion for the liberation of the Tamils of Sri Lanka and his
greatinterest in Mathematics have been deeply en-rooted within
me. My friendsalways referred to Thatha as 'Sanju's handsome
granddad'. | can definitelysay, | have his genes. Just to see him
smile back at me in the last fewprecious months was enough to
keep me blissfully at peace. He never missed a birthday and he
never missed an opportunity to show me how much he
adoredme. A rare unconditional love that God showered on me
through my Thatha.

Lessons in life | would learn, he taught me to respect and | gave
him lovein return. Grateful and proud to call him my Nava Tata.
Here deep inside myheart he’ll always be. No one can ever take
the place of this individual inthe world. You will never know how
much | truly loved you. | miss you somuch, you are with the
angels now in Gods wonderful kingdom.

Sanju Yoganathan
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Navam Uncle

Navam Uncle is one of the rare people whose name is not
mentioned without recognition of his kind character. We grew up on
the other side of the world to Mathini Aunty, Navam Uncle, Nagu and
Jonny but even our few experiences with Navam Uncle were an
enormous blessing. | will always remember two experiences very
clearly. The first was coming for a holiday to the UK in 2007 and
staying with Mathini Aunty and Navam Uncle. He was so welcoming,
caring, protective and genuinely excited to have me stay. He spent
a lot of time very excitedly driving me around, listening when | talked
to him for hours and (not having a daughter himself) somehow
managing to patiently wait while | took over the bathroom for too
long. My second memory of Navam Uncle was in 2008, when he
and Aunty came to Australia for my Dad’s funeral. Uncle was so
supportive, cooking for us and comforting us. When he left he
quietly gave us an incredibly generous gift to help in those first days
without Dad. Navam Uncle and Mathini Aunty spent the next few
years calling often to see how my Mum, brother and | were, how our
studies were going and just making sure we did not go very long
without knowing we were loved. Even when he himself was so
unwell, he wouldn’t think of that when speaking to us on the phone,
he would always be interested and always care more for others.

My two greatest experiences of Navam Uncle may have been at a
very high and very low point of my life, but he is an important
example. If you choose to show such love and kindness at any
season of life without thinking of yourself, you will impact someone
and be remembered forever. You will be a model and lesson of how
best to treat others, as Navam Uncle is in our family. | am sad
preparing for my wedding that he could not be there to celebrate.
But | am grateful to God that | had the opportunity to share part of
my life with a special Uncle who is so well loved and who will always
be fondly remembered.

Peace Rajasekaram
Canberra, Australia
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Tribute to Uncle Navam

Uncle Navam and Aunty Mathini have always been incredibly
supportive and encouraging members of our family. | met Aunty
Mathini in 1996 when she came to Australia when my mum
began cancer treatment. | always enjoyed hearing stories about
Uncle Navam and Aunty Mathini throughout my childhood and
adolescence. | had the opportunity to meet him in person in April
2008. | remember he had come at very painful time for our family
and he provided incredible support and encouragement. He had
a very calming and peaceful spirit, which we really needed at the
time. He was an a very good listener and had a great sense of
humour too. Uncle Navam, Dad and | visited the Parliament
House in Canberra while he was here and had a good time. He
had great stories to share about life in England and Sri-Lanka.
But what struck me most, is that he was the type of person who
is very selfless and seeks to put others first. | hadn’t known about
all the generous things he had done for refugees and new
migrants coming to the UK. He was very humble about all that he
had done, and always liked to put the focus back on other people.

On one of his last nights in Australia, he cooked a fantastic roast
for us and it was beautiful! In his true calm, collected and relaxed
style he started cooking the roast a bit later than expected.
However, the end result was a beautifully prepared meal with lots
of love.

We will miss Uncle Navam for a long time to come, but we know
that he is up there in heaven sharing stories and maybe even
swapping recipes!

Sarah Selvaratnam
Canberra
Australia
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Dear Nava Thatha,

Its nearly been one year time went quickly,

| remember when you used to drive swiftly,

But the main thing that stood out was your beauty,
| think that runs in the family,

We will never forget your goatie,

It was grey and prickly.

P.S. I miss you Nava Thatha and | always will miss you.

Love
Umesh Asokan

A
\

Dear Nava Thatha,

| can't believe in a couple of months it's one year since you
passed away. 26th December 2012, the date | can never forget,
we came to visit you, | couldn't believe that was you, you were
really skinny, pale and exhausted. | saw and | walked straight into
the dining room. But, all | heard was your soft high- pitched voice
calling me and | quickly turned around and came towards you.

I thought | was not allowed to kiss you so | stuck my hand out for
a hand shake, you also stuck your hand out, pulled me with all
the strength you had and kissed my forehead. Speaking about
kisses, you have the most unforgettable kisses ever. Specially
when it comes to our birthdays, you hug us so tight, hold us there
for around 5 seconds and then kiss us with your unique prickly
goatie poking us.
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Every function I've seen you in, you would never take that hat off

and most of my memories of you are with that special hat. Every
time you came to my house for whatever reason, you wouldn't tell
us you are coming so when | see you walk through that door, |
have such an excitement inside but | never show it. For one of my
birthdays when | was really young, you gave me the best
thoughtful present ever. You gave me a remote control car in blue
and | was extremely happy and excited. | was so happy that in
the same day of playing with that, | played so much that it ran out
of battery.

Going back to the 26th, | came home and | was thinking that
there is only a couple of days till new year so | thought of making
a new year card with all his grand-children's pictures on it. Amma
said that we can give it to you the next day so | made it and put
it on the telephone table so | cannot forget to give it to you.

| woke up early the next day excited to give the card to you,
Amma was on the phone so | asked Appa if he was coming as
well. He said how can we give the card to Nava Thatha, he has
passed away. Since the second | heard that, until the rest of the
day | was down and upset. Nava Thatha | really miss you and |
patiently wait to meet you again in heaven.

Love
Rathieesh Asokan
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Navam Thatha

To my Appa, you were a precious uncle,

To me, you were a loving granduncle,

And although | took your presence for granted,
Only | know the happiness in me you planted.

You were here one minute, then gone the next,

If only you saw how many people gave you respect,
Because you were definitely a man who kept his word,
And to you people ran if they felt unheard.

A thought that | will always remember,

Was in the cold and bleak month of November,

You organised the trip for 30 people to attend my birthday,
which your love did portray

Appa said that you were a peacemaker,

The source of strength to people within a few hundred acres,
You were full of knowledge, wisdom and experience,

You made us see some common sense.

When Amma was on death’s bed,

It was you that Appa called first, ‘Marma,’ he said,

‘She might not survive’, and with that, at the late hour of twelve,
You came to the hospital where she dwelled.

We all miss you so much Navam Thatha,
Such a smart and loving man is who we lost,
For to my Appa, you were a precious uncle,
And to me, you were a loving granduncle.

Anna Elanchelian
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A TRIBUTE TO RASIAH NAVANAYAGAM

| was fortunate to have had the opportunity to know and
associate with Navam anna. | first met him in Jaffna Srilanka,
when he got married to my cousin Mathini acca in January 1976.
He and his younger brother came from London and got married
in to two families that were well known in Jaffna. Even though |
was only 15 years old | can recall his calm and thoughtful
personality. It was very common in those days for young men
coming from overseas and getting married in Jaffna to girls whom
they have never met before.

This also raised lot of anxiety to parents and relatives. However
he immediately allayed all those fears for my aunt and cousins
and all the relatives with his very transparent personality. My
mother in particular was very pleased that Mathini acca was
being entrusted into the hands of a caring and mature young
man. He made it a point to talk to all the new relatives whom he
was meeting for the first time. He inquired about their welfare and
interests and did not hesitate to share his experience as a young
boy leaving his home town Tellipallai and moving to London in
search for a better future.

As my uncle the former Principal of St.John’s College, Jaffna, A
W RAJASEKARAM had passed away by then and for my aunt
and cousins Navam anna was like another son and elder brother
in addition to my late cousin Mahilrajan anna who himself was an
exemplary brother devoted to his family and responsibilities.
Navam anna blended into the family with ease. He was a tower
of strength as they faced many challenges during those days. He
brought in a balanced perspective and wise counsel into
situations.

| really came to know him personally when | had the opportunity
to visit and stay with him and Mathini acca in London in July
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1980. He was a person who was genuinely interested in others.
He would go all out to optimise the opportunities to add to one’s
progress and joy. He was willing to fore go his time and comfort
for the sake of others. | was amazed at the number of people who
rang him or came to his home at all odd hours of the day for
advice and assistance. He offered that help without a murmur.

As life went along my contact with him and his family was mainly
over the telephone. He is from a family of eight children. The
many nephews he had guided through life as they settled in
London and other parts of the world would testify to his genuine
concern and contribution in shaping their lives.

The news of his sickness and the diagnosis around April 2011
came as a shock to me. My immediate response was to pray to
the Lord whom he trusted as well as | did. | had the opportunity
to visit him in July 2011. Though his health was fading and the
chemotherapy was taking its toll his cheer and enthusiasm was
something that touched me deeply. We went as a family to visit
him.

He would not wait for us but drove up to the Walthamstow tube
station to pick us up! Navam anna was a quiet man
contemplating and contributing as found appropriate. He had not
changed. He was still the same. With a smile will respond to a
question and follow it up with a connected question of a deeper
relevance in context. We shared the hope in the finished work of
Jesus Christ. My children walked out of the house and said “dad,
that uncle was very positive and amazing. He never complained
about anything”. That speaks about the man himself.

As for Mathini acca, Nagulan and Jonathan he was the husband
and father appointed by God. He was always there for them.
They could always look up to him with confidence in any
situation. He was a man who gave selflessly and commanded
respect from the family, friends and community. You can always
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be proud of him for what he was.

Navam anna believed in the words of George Bernard Shaw “Life
is no brief candle to me. It is a sort of splendid torch which | have
got a hold of for the moment, and | want to make it bum as
brightly as possible before handing it on to future generations.”

As many of you living in the UK would know about his passion
and concem for the Tamil people in Srilanka. He had truly been
“A father to the fatherless and a defender of widows” Psalm 68:5
Let me finish by conveying my condolences to the extended
family that too will miss his presence on this earth.

Mathini acca, Nagulan and Jonathan may the Lord whom you
trust grant you the strength, courage and the assurance of seeing
him in eternity in His wonderful presence.

Nava manna “now that you have laboriously accomplished your
daily task, go to sleep in peace. God is awake.” Victor Hugo

Mithran Coomarasamy
Sydney
November 2013
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Navam

I have known Navam since he got married to my cousin in 1976.
| attended their wedding in Jaffna but | got to know him as a
person since | arrived in UK in 1977. When | saw him first | was
quite impressed with the way he related to me. He struck me as
a very pleasant person who genuinly loved people and wanted
to help them. He is very humble and non judgemental. Very
good listener but very quick to identify issues and come up with
solutions. Over the last 35 yrs | got to know Navam better and
he has proved my first impression of him had been right.
Because of his loving helpful nature whenever | tried to invite him
and Mathini for family parties. they could not make it because he
was doing something or other for someone!

Only once Navam called me during his lifetime which came as a
surprise and shock to me., That was 2yrs ago when he fell ill and
was diagnosed with cancer. In his usual calm manner he called
me and gave me the news with no hesitation. Also he told me
that he wanted to give me the news direct to me and didn't want
Mathini to call me..| was quite shocked not only with the news
but as a matter of fact manner he said it. My immediate reply
to him was that God was also above doctors. | told him how |
found that to be true ,when my younger sister was dying in 1970
when | was working in Colombo General hospital as a doctor
God miraculously stepped in and healed her . | found my faith in
God through that and learnt God has His final say and in peoples
lives and not doctors.| shared few bible passages on divine
healing and also how one finds faith in God through Christ.
Navam like a little child listened intently to all what | said and very
readily he agreed to repeat the salvation prayer after me and
surrender his life to Christ. Navams open heart and quick
response to what | shared greatly encouraged me. In the past
whenever we talked about bible and God Navam would listen but
would not get involved in discussion.|

Since he fell ill me and my family have visted Navem few times
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and also | have made several calls to encourage him and usually
end up praying with him .Navam to our amazement had started
reading the bible and obeyed all the instructions given including
waters of baptism. He surprised us and his pastor how quickly he
grown spiritually and was able to discuss the bible in depth.
Because of this although his condition deteriorated Navam
enjoyed Gods peace and accepted his illness without any fear .
Last visit all my family made to see Navam was on Dec 1st
when he was quite terminally ill. Even on that occasion Navam
looked very calm and peaceful and enjoyed talking about
christmas plans and family news. and quite enjoyed singing
happy birthday to Ranji ,Mathinis sister who came from Canbera
and was spending some time with them. Navam never
complained about his problem at all when we were with him nor
did he express any anxiety.We finally parted wishing Navam,
knowing that this would be the final goodbye on earth.Navam
also knew that and he made an effort to walked upto the door to
wish us.

My sisters in Australia although they saw Navam only once when
he visited Sydney share the same views we hold about him.
Finally all what | can say is Navam has left a legacy for all those
who knew him to follow the example he has set for them .He lived
for others without counting the cost.

Paul in the bible says “for me to live is christ and to die is a
gain“Now Navam is in glory enjoying all the gains.

We as extended family thank God for blessing us with Navam
and the love he shared with others.

Finally to my dear cousin Mathini and her sons Nagulan and
Jonathan all what | can say is you had been blessed to have
Navam as a husband and father. His loss is great but its only for
a shortwhile. and then you will meet him face to face.Until then
let the Lord continue to comfort you guide you and strengthen
you to follow the legacy Navam has left behind. God Bless .

Shanthy Edwards
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This is my tribute to our friend
Mr Rasiah Navanayagam.

| would like to say few words about him.

He was popularly known as Nava Anna and to me, he was my
best friend. At times he was also like a father figure, who was
always able to provide me with great advice and supported me
through very difficult times in my life. We shared lots of things in
common from sports to politics.

I've known him from 1970 and since then our friendship has
remained strong. During that time, both of us were students
sharing a flat together. | remember when he passed his final year
examination at SELTEC and the college refused to award him the
qualification due to his lack of attendance. His course tutor asked
him "How did you manage to pass the exam?". He said "l used
my College time well at the library". | knew most of his valuable
time was spent in bookies’ offices, backing his favourite horses
ridden by his favourite jockey Willie Carson. In those days he was
very fond of horse racing. He also enjoyed watching football, and
was an avid Manchester United supporter. His favourite footballer
was George Best. He would always watch Match of the Day.

Nava anna and | ended up working together again for Stone &
Webster Consultant Engineers, where he was widely known as
Nava. There, he was admired for his skills and respected for his
mathematical approach to his work. After work, he would usually
stay behind and play chess with colleagues and close friend Jon
Jones. He has participated in the lightning chess tournament in
London and won many trophies. After 3 years, | left the company
but Nava stayed with the company as a Cost Engineer in the
Project Services department until the relocation of the company
to Milton Keynes from London.
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After relocation of the Company and travelling to Milton Keynes
he then decided to leave the company. He gradually got involved
in the beginning of the Tamil struggle. He enjoyed working with
Tamil people and became an immense contributor and pioneer to
the work of many Tamil community groups.

In the early days of the Tamil Rehabilitation Organisation, he
would work day and night to develop it as a charitable
organisation. During that time, he invited me to become Director
of the charity which | accepted. He has always been very
sympathetic to nations across the world that were involved in
liberation struggles. | remember passionate discussions with him
about the problems in Vietnam and Palestine, long before Sri
Lanka became involved in its own war. It was through these
debates with Nava that | came to learn about world politics. | later
found out that he grew his beard to mimic the style of Ho Chi
Minh, the Chairman of the Communist Party of Vietnam. Nava
had strong socialist views and would often talk about Che
Guevara, Leon Trotsky and would regularly quote Mao Tse-tung.
He was very interested in the Russian and Chinese Revolutions.

Having known Nava for so many years | can confidently say that
he can be laid back but at the same time he could be as sharp as
a razor blade. His greatest quality was his natural instinct to help
people through bad times. He was a kind and caring husband
and father as well as being a very attentive uncle to all his nieces
and nephews. He will be remembered as a man who was friendly
and approachable to everyone who were fortunate enough to
meet him.

His loss will be greatly felt by both his family and friends and by
society as a whole.

| leave you with a quotation by Chairman Mao “In time of
difficulties, we must not lose sight of our achievements”

M.Thangarajah
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RASIAH NAVANAYAGAM
OF ERLLALI JAFFNA
21ST OF JULY 1941. TO 26th OF DECEMBER 2012.

We are from the same vintage - provoked we were by both the
riots of 1983 and the racial inflammatory statement made by the
then president J.R Jayewardene. It was these brazen acts of
thugery to intimidate the Tamils that propelled us to support the
arm struggle of the Tamil people.

It was around 1985, Sathi Anna introduced me to Nava. | still
remember that day and what was said about Nava. He is a quiet
spoken man anna but he loves his community and would love to
improve their lives. He is dedicated to this cause marshaling all
the resources he can to this end. He is totally convinced the
strength of our struggle lie at grass root level.

Within a short period of time, | realized his involvement at
Walthamstow. At that time Tamil refugees were coming in large
numbers and he was like a shepherd counseling and supporting
them not only to settle down, but also to exist in a state of
togetherness helping each other for the betterment of all. He was
involved with the setting up of Tamil Housing. The Tamil
community of Walthamstow remained the backbone of Tamil
solidarity all through these years of struggle. A great deal of this
solidarity was due to the untiring work and dedication of people
like Nava - a man of his people molded and fashioned by his
ethos founded on Christian faith and socialistic idealism. He
remained an asset to the community to his end. He couldn’t have
achieved this without the support of Mathini, his beloved wife and
his two sons Nagulan and Jonathan. Both Nava and Mathini
were children of distinguished teachers of the Christian faith and
its ethos.

Apart from his community activities, he was keen to politicize the
struggle of our people to a larger arena of the world community.
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He assisted in the creation of the coordinating committee of the
Tamil Association of the United Kingdom, which later became the
Federation of the Tamil Association of the United Kingdom. It was
this work that brought Nava and | closer and closer. We would
speak late in the night and to the early hours of the morning as
to how we could internationalise this struggle. As the general
secretory of the Tamil Association of the United Kingdom, his
counsel and support were invaluable.

Since that introduction in 1985, he has remained in solidarity with
his people in the great battles our community fought to regain
their dignity, self-respect and honor. This was a golden period of
our people’s assertion after all the years of humiliation that we as
a people faced. It was fired by an idealism that was to abate with
all the consequences that led us to 2009.

Some of us knew as early as 1998, that our struggle was leading
us in to a cul-de-sac. But then that was the period of also greater
international involvement and | do believe that the leadership lost
focus on strategic thinking and the flexibility needed to achieve a
resolution of the national question.

If there was one brave man | missed, it was Nava. | knew it was
difficult to convince him but if | could have persuaded him he
would have been a great source of strength to our people. He
had the capacity to re-direct the energies of our people, to
provide a platform that could have helped to win the self-respect
and dignity of our people and make an effort to address the Tamil
national question. Without him and a few others to form an
analysis wing, we are drifting aimlessly, and non-coherently
without any strategic direction into an abyss that promises further
fragmentation of the community.

The Tamils today have sought to address our difficulties in anger
and revenge, the tools we are using in every front. Caught up in
this contagious disease called revenge at all cost — we are in an
addictive state of mind that keeps us blind to reality. This can
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have dire consequence to us as a people, to all Sri Lankans and
the region as a whole. In the international sphere, geopolitical
strategy is played on a platform that is devoid of sentiments or
emotion but only to serve the national interest of the players
involved. Those of us who want a free ride should never blame
them if we are treated and used with callous detachment.

It is almost a year that this gentle but strong human being, a
source of strength to many departed from us all. Mathini and the
children will be consoled for all the trial and tribulations in their
path by the knowledge that those who know them hold Nava and
his family in great esteem.

Dr N Satchi.
General Secretary
Federation of Tamil Associations of the United Kingdom

Digitized by NaBlaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



oigr n Foungation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



" L
o Tl -

g ~ri-m; Eﬂ_!‘ :

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



-
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




> |
igitized Dy Noolanam r-oundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




gitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Yy
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




d 0
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



SHMG HOT - QB FAPEF EDDGTHIE!

BAUBTLSD SUTHeT GLBns  UHNSDBEG (e, SmHF  Flso
OTHBIGETE0  SsusuliBursdl  SeuenTl  UTTdas DT il B0
GuimBeust.  oyeuT GETWSITIOULQHBBSTT.  GHFev allarfiiler Gursl,
Hosl Gwuruls el o _coisnsy 616 (Pl BpHE maubdHF  Fplg
SLEIeUTT.  GosiTenm GILOSTEN SDIUsHTUD 6T6lTNSIUID EenemisE GlLmg
Al WISHHIH@HET 6TRIHeT 2 snTWwm sy EuwisounsBsy  Glasisuld.  wsils
Bpuwid, Faps DHHMM, ewTUBm GHTLTUTSL BugFd GISHTL Mg EsMLD.
BHeUT Hogl GHTemwl omhE allBUTT.  DTeilsld LIsuSHSIenID T (oD
BID  1oHHes  Bobur® GHTLTUTET  HDH  SIHITHT60H  H6|HENET
6JbbHBHTH e1BHBIMILILITT.  Disusny HIsi SsnLopisH, s Lflbs
FrHmaIBeT LB Bulbsl BGumGeusi.  ieuT BLBH subsd LUTsNSHGW
Bleliml  OBBOITHEDSGE (P12 BTG  @HLUUNSF  HLRH
BT BBeUsH.  HENL_HHHHIL 63 Hniglll SINHENL W SUIBEDSLLITE TndFF
HUTSID  GHMIGSIHLD. HIDHI  FTHENNBEHDG sleuT  2_SHallermGym,
DTG DHHL USID FTHLD 6T60IMl LODBIWeNTHEmSES  (LPpYsmIoWITas
Usenpll USIThEH  SemlunT.  SisuTHsT  gslGleummeusdIUD  Blsnsims)
FHEUTT.  FTHMIGEM  (pev MBmTsEsh HMD BpHs Gursiaibd.
HIDGH  Fepd  aUPSTLs0  UmSeTILY,  OurmluBssiuL.  Geusmigul
QEIm SIsVeL STl PHIHH ABeUTT.  BHUSMBDHEHI W0 BHEHHE
Gosors  mBIET  SEBLET GEmHHSL s RmEH6PET. ahH
HHEMSBHEOID  HUW SHOULLL  UsoslendHend BTl SieuflLid
BE0IL SHl606M60.

BOUBTUISID, HTD (Psiistieny GCHTLSHal swaub@GID  Fopsd OlFHTemibh
BmisusnissT HHOUWT CUBILOILTIES, DB Lsp oeilbsBmmnsdsi
s Gardarsl esusutp  elsvdl  HiBurGyr, BB  GhToIBIS
DbH HipeusnssT Hdbsligey  HAb@GuUnsl,  oEubmlen  oilsTyL
GurpInsd SpUusTas @l elibal CsTsisn, DUBBILETET Fepd
Bamevelly GuTmIIysmeTD Hwgdl GHnsi 105 Hodbsd HienldFGsonB
GlsusMGlsusiTeg  (LPsiT  GU(HEUTT. Uflssmeiw syl dwglasiflssit
@eumemL_ Ul HTUIHICN  LgHhd SHesnoml Hevg  Ufhsl  CsTen(®,
GlaumenL_wl (puBFlHeilsy HIDLIGmE malbHH SIEIFTNIULITE Bl HE
OlememiLHTe0, Eeueny (sl WaISH6H OleusubGoum Fepsdh Opmen (b
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BmeusmEmen Ufissreaiu SUODF Fupstuld Seo@ars Hineel s
snHHUETUIBm.  BHHMBW  SHOLILIEBEMT  Hensvsniols  Ligallullsd
L 1gHGIBTSTEHD HWHEOL GUITHNS, DSUMLST LIPS BHLUSHMBHE
SemBHsIaID BTed HufliD  SHewL Hlevensv.

Lewil  @uisy Guml s, ST SpBwnsl  usslwurmpu GiEsmen®
Sieowlider DiBHH sl ewentddl Gsriiurs fssrefu oy Au-
glsrfleenen ST FhHlHs Gousnsn, BHewey ®HHEA BIEID DiGUHL 6
migs GlFsvey GBIbBHHL. Sl LD (Pysyd &1L Hmd siHin Gryb
ubHCUTHL, SIFBTHA  @mHauT  BeuprwassHLID  GslLrTr, “FbusD
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An Appreciation -
“Naattu Pattalar”,
Late Mr Rasiah Navanayagam

We, the expatriate Sri Lankan Tamils living in London still mourn
the loss of the one and only Navanayagam who is irreplaceable,
a unique person par excellence. | came to know him as a case
worker at the Tamil Refugee Action Group (TRAG) from almost its
inception in 1985. He was popularly known to friends and
colleagues as “Nava” but the well-wishers and beneficiaries of
TRAG, with most affection and utmost respect, called him, “Nava
Anna”. He had been a pillar of TRAG. | also had the good fortune
of spearheading its activities as Chair for 17 years. During this
period, Nava worked as case worker and as such | was privileged
and had benefit of his good and sound advice, assistance, co-
operation etc. He was totally committed and absolutely dedicated
to the work as case worker, in immigration.

He worked long hours neglecting his own health and to the
detriment of the wellbeing of his family. He always put the interest
and the welfare of the refugees and Tamil community above his
own. He regarded TRAG as his second home. He was truly a
committed and dedicated community and social worker. He
retired in April 2007 from TRAG. Perhaps he was the longest and
most loyal employee of TRAG. After his retirement he continued
his service on a voluntary basis to TRAG and even served on the
management committee.
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Nava’'s services were not confined to TRAG. He had been
instrumental in setting up various social, cultural and political
organisations. He was truly a committed and dedicated Tamil
activist. He had a mission with a vision. He had the heart in the
right place. He believed and acted on the basis that service to
humanity is service to God.

| would sum up his life by quoting two couplets from Thiruvalluar:
“He who lives truly in his own hear, truly lives in the hearts of all
people.”

“The unloving belong only to themselves, but the loving belong to
others to their very bones.”

| can go on and on about the good qualities of Nava, however all
good things has to come to an end one day or other.

Let me end with the quotation from Shakespeare “His life was so
gentle and the element so mixed in him that nature might stand
up and say to all the world that this was the man.”

“He who is hidden, who has entered into the cave of hearts of
hearts cannot be seen with the external eyes, he is seen with the
eyes of the soul. Without beginning, without end he is not
destroyed when his body is destroyed. He will live with us forever
and ever.”

He will be sadly missed but will always fondly remembered. We
pray to Almighty God that his soul may rest in eternal peace.

Curamasamy Sithamparapillai
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NAVA - as I remember

A pristine clear river flowing serenely along the plains crossing
the meadows and at times the uneven landscapes is how |
remember the Late Mr. Navanayagam - affectionately called
“Nava Anna” by all. A loyal friend, a rock to those in need, a loving
soul and above all one who ceaselessly yearned and worked for
the emancipation of the fellow Eelam Tamils who have been long
suffering under the neo colonial rule in Sri Lanka - this | believe
will aptly sum up the life and work of Nava.

Our paths crossed each other as way back as 1958. | was
internally displaced after the communal carnage of May 1958.
That was the first time | had ever set foot in Point Pedro - to be
precise Puloly - the hometown of my parents. Both Nava and |
were in the same dormitory at the Hartley College hostel. Nava
was in the senior form and | had just then celebrated my tenth
birthday. It was then | witnessed and experienced the caring
nature of Nava. | was a confused, dejected and bewildered
youngster unable to adapt to the way of life in Jaffna. Nava was
one of the “Annais” | derived solace from. He was also a “cult
figure” among the football fans, being an accomplished football
player. One could never understand as to how a genial soft
spoken person could be transformed into a “jaguar” on the
football pitch - believe it or not it was how he was known at
Hartley College.

Our hostel warden Late Mr. Selvanayagam was married to
Nava’s older sister. Whenever Nava and “Selvanayagam master”
went home for the weekend break, our dinner on that Sunday
would turn into a feast to remember. Mangoes, jack fruits and
bananas in large quantities would arrive to the delight of all of us.
By the end of the academic year | returned to Colombo and lost
touch with Nava.

We met again in the UK. We shared our passions and goals - had
our share of disagreements which were eclipsed by the abiding
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trust and affection we had for each other. Nava who had spent
almost half a century in the U.K remained essentially an Eelam
Tamil. He tirelessly worked for the upliftment of the Eelam Tamils
in the UK - especially the asylum seekers. He was the moving
spirit behind setting up the Tamil school and Tamil Sangam in
Walthamstow. It is no wonder that he was honoured as the father
of Walthamstow during his life time itself.

In the Tamil national struggle front he played his part and played
it well. His role in setting up the Tamil Rehabilitation Organisation
(TRO) in the UK will ever be gratefully remembered by the Eelam
Tamils. It is of regret that the Tamil national leadership stood
decimated at the time Nava entered the heavenly abode. Had the
structure remained he certainly would have been honoured
posthumously as a “Mamanithar” by the grateful Tamil nation.

Nava was able to lead a full life - passing the psalmic age of three
scores and ten - and scaling heights that only a few could, mainly
due to the devotion, the love and the patience of his ever doting
wife, Mathini, daughter of a well known educationist - she is a cut
above the average housewives. The fact that Nava was not
financially hugely successful was the least of her worries. She
stood by him and was immensely proud of him. So are Navas two
children. It is a blessed family.

Nava an agnostic to begin with was always in search of the true
meaning of the words of god. According to what | heard from the
Pastor of the church he belonged to towards the tail end of his
life; Nava understood the word of god comprehensively and left
the earthly life in full glory with the knowledge and the faith that
he was only answering the roll call of the Holy Trinity.

It is we who stand poorer by the passing away of a great soul.
May his soul rest in peace.

Nagulesan
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Navam Annai - Noble Humanitarian

First of all, | like to thank the family and friends of Navam Annai in
London for giving me an opportunity to join them in remembering
Navam Annai — a Noble Humanitarian.

Few days ago | was speaking over the telephone to the members of a
family in Vanni, Sri Lanka who was affected by the war. This family is
in the process of rebuilding their lives back to normalcy with the help of
kind-hearted expatriates. The world for them is: striving to build a liveli-
hood without dependence; striving to be in good health; striving to edu-
cate their children; and most importantly striving to lead a peaceful life
in their own homes with dignity and self-respect. When | was given an
opportunity to write this article, the plight of similar families in Sri Lanka,
Navam Annai’s invaluable contributions to alleviate the suffering of
such people and his love for the humanity broke into my thoughts.

During and since my days in London, | considered Navam Annai as
one of my elder brothers and always loved him, respected him,
admired his qualities and valued his advice. | saw in Navam Annai, a
Human being: who was imbibed with truth and honesty, who always
endeavoured to stand for righteousness, who was always peaceful,
and above all who loved humanity and always ready to serve those
who are in need. He was a role model for many of us. Navam Annai
and his family sacrificed their resources for the betterment of Tamil
community in the homeland and in London. We acknowledge and
value that contribution enormously.

It is very hard to come to terms with the fact that Navam Annai is not
with us in his physical form. However, it is absolutely true that the good-
ness he emanated, the selfless service he rendered to fellow human
beings and the very meaningful life he led has earned God's Grace and
that He Rests in Peace.

Navam Annai leaves us a living legacy, his Foundation, to continue his
selfless service to the community and celebrate his meaningful life. |
am sure that the God’s Grace Navam Annai and his family earned by
being Good Human Beings will guide and help the Foundation to con-
tinue the selfless service to the Humanity.

Sathya Moorthy
Australia 7 November 2013
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Nava Anna

| remember when | first met Nava Uncle as an 8 year old and my
brother Seran just 4 years old. We would see him every week at
Tamil School in Greenleaf School, Walthamstow. Nava Uncle
became the Tamil School president. As | was a part of the first
batch in 1986, we had some very special memories at that
school. We performed dramas, Bharatha Natya, and music
recitals in which Nava Uncle always made sure everything was
running smooth. My parents (Mr and Mrs Sribalan) also became
attached to Nava Uncle and they quickly became close friends. It
seemed that anyone who met Nava Uncle at that Tamil school
became a part of his family.

We became a close family. Nava uncle’s presence always had a
calming effect on those around him. Since then, until now, Nava
Uncle has remained a close friend to us. Nava uncle was like a
father to me. His caring nature and genuine smile was always a
welcome to see.

When we left UK in 1991, | remember thinking about how much
| was going to miss my Nava uncle. Although we came to
Australia in 1991, visiting Nava uncle and his family in the year
2000 again was as though | had never left.

My family and | again got the opportunity to meet him when he
came to Australia a few years later. When my parents went back
to London again, they also made certain to visit him.

No matter where you are Nava uncle, you always have and
always will have a special place in our hearts.

Love you always
Sribalan, Sulo, Thamilini and Seran
Sydney, Australia
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Tribute to a God given friend!

“Friendship does not end at death. It is eternal”

| can truly say that | am fortunate to have the friendship of Nava
Anna. Friends are a gift from God. Nava Anna’s friendship
brought us joy and happiness. This friendship helped us in times
of need.

| would like to share my deepest sympathy on the loss of Nava
Anna with his family, friends and the Tamil community.

It is an honour and privilege to pay tribute through this message
to a very special person, who is remarkable in many ways. He
lived his life to the full and touched so many people during his
time here with us. We all have fond memories that we will always
carry with us — memories that we will always hold dear.

Allow me to share some of the special memories that | have of
Nava Anna- memories that personify him and his life well lived. |
see the many valued and meaningful roles that Nava Anna
played.

First and foremost | see:

Nava Anna —the family man

He loved his family unambiguously and selflessly. He was a
devoted son, brother, husband, father, brother in law, uncle and
great uncle. He took all these roles to heart and he strove to
honour support, guide and most importantly, love his family. |
have seen how much support he gave to his siblings, nephews,
nieces, in-laws during their arrival to this country as well as
during the good and the bad times. He was at his happiest when
he was surrounded by his family — even during those inevitable
tough times that life has a way of throwing at you. His devotion to
his family was the foundation of his actions — the anchor that
defined and shaped his life.

Nava Anna- the friend
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Nava Anna was a good friend to so many. He could be counted
on and depended on always- Whether you needed sound
counsel, an empathetic ear, a shoulder to lean on and/or
companionable silence — he was your man -ready, steadfast and
willing.

Friendship develops through respect or affection. | will always
have respect for Nava Anna, but it took time to develop my
affection towards him, an affection he has nourished over the
years, as | began to look towards him as a mentor. The first time
| looked towards Nava Anna was when he offered some advice
about buying a house in Walthamstow. Nava Anna taught me
many things and particularly to develop confidence to say ‘NO’
for things which | am not able to deliver.

| know that the majority of Nava Anna’s friends are missing the
friendship he brought into our lives.

Nava Anna was a telephone directory to many of his friends. He
remembered many of our telephone numbers and we always
contact him to get numbers of other friends when we needed.

Nava Anna- a great community worker

Community work is something Nava Anna valued, loved and was
passionate about. He was the pioneer of Waltham Forest Tamil
Sangam, Tamil School, WFTS Women Group, RAGAS music
group and the pillar of support to many organisations such as
TRAG, TCHA, TRTEC, Manor Park Church and the wider
charities such as TRO, White Pigeon and of course the freedom
fighters — The Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

| admire his ways of developing arguments in support of these
organisations. | am sure many of you may know that WF Tamil
School is one of the long standing schools not to charge any
money for children to learn Tamil. One day at a meeting with the
Waltham Forest Council, the officer strongly suggested that we
should charge money from parents to meet the cost towards the
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school accommodation provided by the Council. He slowly put
across the argument about community aspiration, the value of
children learning the mother tongue and convinced the officer
that we did not want to charge parents. Nava Anna spoke slowly
but thought wisely with long vision.

| see Nava Anna as the man defiant and the champion of others.
He lived a principled life underpinned by a strong sense of right
and wrong. Nava Anna was never a man to step back from a
challenge- to let something wrong stand unchallenged. Nava
Anna cared enough to act — to take a stand. We cannot forget the
challenges he took to bring back TCHA from a couple of
hijackers. He spent a lot of his own money and time to challenge
through legal process to get this back.

| see Nava Anna as a respected colleague. He shared his
expertise with all of his colleagues. He worked hard and
consistently towards Tamils’ freedom. He never sat back and
never became complacent. He led by example and mentored
many youngsters. He was a role model and inspiration to many.
Nava Anna a man of passion and ardent supporter. He remained
a keen football player and a proud supporter of Manchester
United. Nava Anna the one who has inaugurated the TRO
football tournament in the UK for Tamils. He loves music, dance
and drama. He closely worked with several famous drama
directors, dance teachers and musicians to communicate and
promote our culture and the freedom struggle.

Nava Anna- a true Christian

It is impossible to pay tribute to Nava Anna without recognizing
the important role that spirituality played in his life. He was the
bridge between the Manor Park Church and the Tamil
community, particularly those living in Walthamstow. He
organized several carol services at people’s homes when Pastor
Ebenezer was in this church. Nava Anna arranged the church
choir to sing at the Tamil School Christmas parties.
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| see Nava Anna as a practicing Christian. He was a true servant
of God. He served many of those, who were suffering from
oppression, victims of war and helpless refugees back home,
India and in this country. Nava Anna’s way of living made many
other faith communities respect and appreciate the value of
Christianity.

As we travelled through some of the wonderful memories in Nava
Ann’s life, we come to realise that his quiet faith guided his
actions, words and deeds. He strove always to be the best he
could be as a family man, friend, community worker, colleague
and champion to others.

We need to remember that he touched so many peoples’ lives,
so positively. He leaves an amazing legacy behind. Nava Anna
left the world a better place than when he found it and for that we
are always grateful.

Waltham Forest Tamil Sangam and friends of Nava Anna with the
support of Mathini Acca, Nagu and Jonathan are in discussion
about setting up the ‘Nava Anna Memorial Trust’ to continue with
his legacy to help and support those in needs in our homeland
and in this country. If you are willing to be part of this, please keep
in touch with either Mathini Acca or Kuhachandran.

Nava Anna- we miss you but we remember you fondly always. |
know that | will always have friends but you will always be one of
my best friends.

Varathalingam.
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CHTLTHBHH. Emeaumd SlghHBly  FhHEHH U  allF LIRS
SHmSLIEUTLD. 10T () AbH BHTEVBL L FHHle0 BIY HEIDH6TT
SWECumipwsHTs  Bobss  Guuflen  aBUUSDE. Eu

SIS (HEDL L DBEYHIUD 6l60BHI URFED BlgHhens 6T FHUTTSS
GBTRUUGSID  STETEEN  SHEUSHT  BEWILITTS oL BLOVSUTIDED  DIsUs] 61605
DLFTEATHRYE LTTSHS DeUHHH.

BIhiGsT  QITTHH6D Ls  HLeneubsenr UBLTHI BBHs  suTsdsberdGym
HTSESHDEG DiMmPled FhHba  HmasLIBUTLD. DISUHEDL I SBISe0
EHMOUD  SpFlsd  ofleyd  sieensnr  GUAZID  BouTHHEI. [T 60T
28Uty BLmstfl  Abpmenseflsd  BEUSMS MmeubHSHMHS ST
BOUT  DGWIENIT  SIEULOTHETU-E60 HHHINRIBMET sIahE 61BHH alenaHlL
Sibd (LD 2 06 oJFwelsd DeurH Sfley HEFEFULTS  DiEUsD]
[BEwILGH  sTLISHGAIL  slanighl  UFTLTTSSHH60  eTemrenll SieumLsH  Lpad
suhBHeir.

SIBlEhT DT HEINT  HEPBBUTE)  HIODSTL  sTeveursH SO
LDHHMENUD HeiGl @ euulbpiist GUD (YIS STTMHBTE0 GaIGiauT(H
s sT0  euwiptsaue  Uphs  sSOp  siTmense. BT6ST  [HEUT
DISTETNTENEN  S{SWI60IT 6T DAewpdb @Gl Burgl sisigiL s UmbEs @
Upel wrdfibsrsn o fenow s s Ler oismipliGLs.

19840 oyuswrenalled 6IDGHI  oUPHHLOTH 2 _smwTLelled  sIDBE
Guirgsmenr 2 _HHHHI suTeUSDEGITalled @@  HUOD LT &FTensD
GIHTLRIGH UG, DbHd BTUBELLEHB6U HOUD 10bEsMe 61600 5mNHenS
sureugperbGyrallst Afim Afisren aupd Carmdwg. ews HbsHmen
GEig LUt s DBHBH FhHS SO LgHs  BsusmipL.
UpHEl UsTHIQHT UUSHEVED, DGl 6IDGHI  LSHILTL DL IDALHISAIL MO0
UTGHISTHEGID.  BH WL B6UsY 6InHl  WDHSBeT  Hmidbsngl  Lisimnsn st
UTLFTeneuh@ dnlly aUBILOUTEI 610g WHHEHHEST QHsUBHSEH @ HeUT
UDGLD  sUTWILLD  DIHHILGT 6105  1DSHSEMT  STUIHTLBLT  Glenamisha)
SI0Hl 0HBHT DBIG UBLD DIsUOmSEHEE SRS Hha G0 CsTBLS.
BEUT  DIGIGWIT  6I0dE  Sniilenni, BID Selurs SODILTLFT6me0  sl6imi
CIBTLRSTIOEN suTOHDNVBIT SOUDFRSGD a1sip CBTREGaTD. o860
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UTL FTems0 @(h SRS,  SlpFFmsnd Gaum Gsusmeoliumigauid FHUGBLD.
SierE Gurengdil  FlhsHemew sTlLy HITEHTESTS GlHbHSE.  HEUT
eI HEmL L QUG @MOUTIDEID SHeuHl  sTellenibme  sTadhE
AUEIBAL L TWIDTS  GFspIsSUIg  SlenL wngl. Sengl  Siludrmugans
GlFrevsuni.  Um@ BDBsUTHEmsnL W SHHHISEHEE WHUL  Seiiuri.
Bmeupd Baibal HOpFFmsD 666D CHTLRIGNSTS SHILDTNSHEHTLD.
BID  Emaumle 1oL Bl @ FREHmS STLRS  (PguTsl. AR
BIRIEsT @maumd OBUTHI sTndE Cefbhs memiUTosT GUflaTUBTHT,
SYmENTebHID, @reibdiTe, &meun GFeim FGsTHll FhaprT UrGsbsuys,
FIJHIT, FleughTa Sl HILD, LIT6OEHLONT, 6311 631 B anBeusd
BureiimauTBEBLEN  HMBHHH  HUOPFFRSHMS  CHTLEIGUSDEG
SusSsmEsT OFuiBsmb. 1985 syem® 20 Westbury Road @sv
SUOPFFRGD  RGITTUlsEID  Geuiwiiun L . GarLihs  DUBIG
epsulblauny Felldbalsninssilguid SHOIPLILITL FT6N60  BLHHH.

sleOlb@  [BOUT  SDiswlewiTeLsil UL, SUOIDFFRSSHBHETE  GFls
Sl EHEmEGIIT  BlblDsymsT Weidlst BBEoma.  DPled  gevenm L (BLD
Blemanaldmy  SemFUILIBSlsGmen.

198610 suewi®  ErmssT  owiBurensw  Waltham Forest Mayor
Councillor Mohmmad Kahan s#pdiusbe egnur@  Geliwniug L g,
silogl  FhA U Grrédsld siogl SUPFFRISHHBE OTHILUD  THULISL.
SIBIBEHSEE @HIBsUILLL  Gpre  .u630 G _SH6WMT.00 Wewlausmy.
slogl FhHAULY LLU.6.30 wenlls® GBI RSWSH. Hour Diewismm Fhalllanu
G TLmIElsiT. BIei  SisisusiGurg  #lsv  oisumenL W CaosiallsEnmbE
UBled  amiSlGemsil, SUENIMTEL  [BEUT  SDisWIEMITADLIL  DBRIEEY  SLETHEDID
BCopemeuiimen  BHHEHIHHMT  DeUT  ellenbaAl B 6oH  FHHLIL
A LGB L GrewiB  DlHS LTRSS  BlodHHl. SUUIBOLF  [BEUT
SisTETTllEDIsnL W sUTHESHIE0 Heoremanl  qBlUmoBsu Hl L &HHl L Blyemi (B
WA HSHLTCORIBAT 2 enyuimgsnnr.  Smduilsd iU  sllodhE  oTaub
SHMLLUUSHBGH — SHelianmed  Guiguoremsusny 2 Sal  CFulausrts 2 mis
HhHI.  @bhs FhFHlsmub CSHTLTHH 610HE DTOILILPD LUTL FTensuUD
HlenL_HHHI. EBhsF FhHUL BT SieWIEMT  FDIU SUTHRIBET
@UeUTpHID sTenl WwanBles Blensiey GUBB B hbElmaH.

BeUT  ojemismimellsll  euTlDhsmd  WOBaYD  slelHTandl.  6leienmaEID
GUTHEBSGL USHBEHD UmFIULE UpbHl HAWTosd S HHHI
GurgID eTEIBID  SDIIBTL. QUTDHMESE  HenL hHT6s0 GuTHID  sTsImID
QM HIHHW  UTIDHENBENL  eUTRHSHI HTLIGEITT.  sl6isueITe]  Heoiliul L
Upsaemensst  subsTaud SieDdH  ODBBUTHEHSEH CFTaed 2 Hel
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Golsm LT, mmrs WwHBaTEEHmLW  LIFFFanaidamnsn SIHEI
2 _emihghl 2 Hell Gsuudlsd onburaid e smidug smiwurs.
st BbleiT®h FHHIULD sTanpl oadlsd Sellenowns Bmsaing.
DiHl BIs  sumeLHLET0CTTemen el  eflsuaBsusmngus Bmhemen  subhsHGLITH
BB DISNHLET  BT6ll (PSP Halsd  LSITHEHE. BT60  FamlUBID
stiettemen  BLRULNgHS HWHTT.  Baimd DiHSH Belhe] sTeig 1arge0
LSMOWTES B héaHmaE).

SISTTEWIT HiTell SAHD BTG HH B (pFHaum] SUIDFFRIBHMSB
siHSmenGUT  UpFsmasensd LHAUINID & REETHE  ABS
SBYS  welBHT.  Seuflid Borub supSHms Bisi QmBUTEHID Srame-
Teoemev.  sTelieuaNe)y BHTUD SUBSHTEID DinG Q@b LSIATILeT & misuni.
SliU@hLell Lpall @suGlsuTeums@EHi g Gieflujb.

sibBHGUTH  BldpFfeed CUBGBIT SHBSEHmLL  sienendsnsn  BHsut
EOTETHEMLLL  GuTmItled  HTeir  SiEILILSUTT &6, eI Glamaatley  EyeuT
FpilensnenbEnl 61 6T GoTAUTSHSTET HMSUUTT.  Digl oL [HLosiey
@6 FApisienen WTHMSHHTE Do LT6TaneNBEHLST LGS

BeuT  oiewieni(hdb@ UBBIGHTUI sTsipl siond@  GETensuBud)  subSHsyL s
Brs DG sieghl ismpulsd sHenyulsd 2 enmba GurGsusii.  sjsir
bEV6V 1DANBTEHBEHEE By auyBausmiBid, eJsi Hovey LafSTHMmaT HLaysir
Barmeamen G ssip Caosiieflbenohe saimbre LS L bsTE
BOUT  SSWIenITens  BIeH (psiiml SHewLel Caaiim FhaHHEHen aumamLLL
HmLFlbsTeombalsd. s Bpid FhSlden Byl Alpsossiiso
SieUT sTbemio steLBeorenrun ol G &l G Glasmei L.

DU LONBEY DAL HBIDLSMS Ml LOBBEUTHEThEE) 5560
Gufu Sl SUGDLW SPeEDIUTaD 2 Sefuraid 616 ssmanGur
DG ESEHSE BEG BBsew SIS DDLHHH. B S
LHESEHHBGE  Hepren  Gisfub. BouT  ojewiewinelsit 2 Hol  Hidlp
FUPSSDIN  elanenllBmBUlsy  61BHHSPIQUITS. slps  GleuswiBoiosilen
GmphaH Hev Gusmrese GeuswLmib.

BoUT Siswieminensl b TP DHBBHTEYLEGID HE&Hev6, GUITeSHmISHELD
610G DLDHSH DL SDIGEISHTLIBISHET. DT 2L 60 SIRISSHETEIL B
SBHBTVID ST Blemeney isuT o _@ould sTUBLTHID  sTRIBST  10&IE60
SIPWITIDEY B (hébELD.

SGBIL|L_601

B.FDGMBIGET (CHARLIE)
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Our Friend Colleague and Leader

It's great to know so many people contributed to this book to honour
our goodfriend,annai,uncle,colleague and the leader of Waltham
Forest Tamils. Even though we are of many different ages and have
all kinds of jobs and interests, it iscertain that we all have one thing
in common ,our admiration of a person who has dedicated his life
for the well being of the Tamils in Waltham Forest and never gives
up until the job is done. That person of course is Navanayagam.

Our relationship with Navam started in Srilanka and continued in
UK. Navam his brother Thavam and Siva are old students of
Mahajana College Tellippalai.

In the 70s both families settled in Waltham Forest. The children of
Navam and Mathini and the children of ours also became good
friends.

In addition to the friendship of the families we worked as colleagues
from the time Tamil sangam was formed. Navam also started the
Tamil school with our children in the first group of twelve students.

When we formed he Waltham Forest Tamil Sangam and started the
Tamil School which was only a dream of ours years ago — many of
us in that group said “ we really do need a place where Tamils in
Waltham Forest can meet ,where children can learn Tamil and
culture and women can socialise”.

When the Tamils entered this country after loosing everything in the
civil war they needed a place to get advise and get support.
Somebody needed to do something “

Well that somebody was Navanayagam
He saw possibilities where the rest of us saw need.
He saw opportunity where the rest of us saw problems.

He did not say “ Let some one else do it” . He said I'll take that
on”.We all know something else about Navam,he doesn’t just look
around and see things that need attention, he takes action. We all
see the same things that Navam sees.....There are jobs need to be
done ,problems that need to be solved ,forms needs to be filled and
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Council meetings to attend...and as we look at those and think
about our busy lives,we most likely to say to ourselves,”somebody
will take care of that”.We mean well but we just don't get around to
doing anything. Navam is the person who does something that
starts as something but which ends as everything.

We remember him as a man who impressed us with his
knowledge,a spirit of adventure with the urge to explore,break new
grounds with an ability to influence.

It was of course highly advanced analytical mind and his dedication
which made him a leader.

All Navam's talk and enthusiasm gave the rest of us what we
needed most and that was leadership. His leadership took us from
a dream to reality...the reality of this Tamil Sangam ,Tamil School,
English Class, Sports Club and Ragas which we will enjoy for years.

His death is a great irreplaceable loss for the Waltham Forest
Tamils. He has a permanent historic place in the history of Waltham
Forest as

“The Father of Waltham Forest Tamils”
Navam our friend“everybody should have a friend like you ,you are
one of a kind”

Navam our colleague we like to say “thank you for being a man of
action and not just words. You got us started ,rallying many people
to work together. Your courage and dedication helped us to achieve
our dream. We witnessed all your hard work from start to end. It
would never have happened without you”.

Navam our leader we will miss your wits .your wisdom,dedication
Jeadership and most of all your love.

Tamils of Waltham Forest will protect what you have achieved.

Both of us will always lend a helping hand and moral support to
Mathini Nagu and Jonny

Sivagnanasundaram & Saratha
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Legacy of Navam: a People’s man

We first met Navam when we moved to Walthamstow in 1979,
although we knew Mathini back in Jaffna when we were young. |
fondly remember Navam in the early days in Walthamstow and
that whenever we visited his house there were always so many
Tamil people waiting to see Navam and seek his advice on all
aspects of life.

As one of the founding members of Waltham Forest Tamil
Sangham, | remember Navam being at the forefront of all day to
day operations and taking a proactive approach in all activities.
Navam’s vision was to provide a better life for the Tamil commu-
nity and in particular, the recently arrived Tamil’s to the UK which
he worked very hard to achieve through the co-ordination of dif-
ferent associations.

Navam was also a true champion of the TRO movement and
started the TRO football tournament for the young people in
1986. When it began It was a small organisation, but it flourished
into a well-known, annually run, Champion League Tournament
which had many Tamil clubs from Europe participating.

Navam was a gentle and considerate man who would always go
out of his way to help others. He will always be remembered in
our hearts and his legacy will continue on through future genera-
tions.

Anton Emmanuel
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Our Beloved Nava Annai

| knew Mr Navanayagam as Nava Annai. He was the son of Mr
and Mrs Rasaiah, originally from Earlai,Jaffna,SriLanka and had
four brothers and three sisters. One of his sisters, late Mrs
Selvanayaham was a teacher at union College, Tellippalai and
was our neighbour.

It was through his sister that | came to know Nava anna and his
family at Tellippali and became good family friends. This
friendship continued even after | came to the UK.

Nava anna had his primary and secondary education in Sri Lanka
at Hartley College and Central College. He came to the UK in
1966 to pursue his higher education, qualified as an engineer
and then started his working career in the UK. | came to the UK
in 1975 met up with Nava Anna again through his sister Mrs
Rasiah. We remained close friends ever since.

With the outbreak of the civil disturbances in Sri Lanka in the
early eighties, the displaced of Tamils in the UK increased quite
considerably and a fairly large number of the displaced Tamils
settled in East London and Walthamstow in particular. Nava
Anna’s passion to bring the displaced Tamil community together
and maintaining our culture saw the emergence of the
Walthamstow Tamil Sangam. For a lot of people, a Tamil sangam
was not a priority and funding was also a great concern.

However, Nava Anna was not put off by these problems and
organised the inaugural meeting at the Higham Hill Hall in July
1985 with just fifteen people. At that meeting, it was decided that
a Tamil school was urgently needed to teach and maintain our
culture amongst the Tamil children who, if not nurtured from small
age, may forget our culture. There were no buildings to meet
these needs. Therefore, Nava Anna decided to use his own home
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as a Tamil school and ten children attended. The success of the
school started spreading and more children joined. It order to
accommodate the growing need, members of the committee
opened their homes to hold the classes. This continued until
1988.

As the population in the Tamil School grew, the need for a more
permanent and bigger place for the school also grew.
Fortunately, with the help of many, including Nava Anna,
Waltham Forest Council agreed for us to hold the classes in
Greenleaf Primary School. Thus the Walthamstow Tamil School
(Primary) school was born. From this small beginning, the school
and its activities began to expand to include Walthamstow Forest

Tamil Sangam Sports club and Women's Organisation.
Throughout it's development and expansion, Nava Anna
remained the backbone of the school and continued to steer the
school in the right path. It is mainly through his efforts and
enthusiasm that Walthamstow Forest School is what it is today, a
well known popular Tamil School in the UK.

In addition to his involvement in the school, Nava anna was a
good adviser and mentor to many Tamils who had experienced
the onslaught of the riots in 1983, came here as refugees and
continued to suffer from their traumas.

He worked with the Tamil Refugee Action Group (TRAG) which
helped people to resettle in the UK with housing, adult education
and immigration advice.

Nava Anna never forgets the people who were left behind in Sri
Lanka and who continued to suffer the consequences of the war.
He formed the Tamil Rehabilitation Organisation (TRO) as a
means of raising funds for the people in the North and East of Sri
Lanka. The fund raised has helped many families in the war
affected areas.
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| worked with Nava Anna in the Tamil Sangam for more than
twenty years from 1986. He was a hard working individual, easy
to talk to, treated everyone with respect and more importantly he
had time for everyone. He was very popular amongst the Tamil
Community.

| have always admired and respected Nava Anna for his vision for
the Tamils both here in the UK and back at home. | respected him
for his efforts and his determination in achieving what he sets out
to do.

He was a lover of sports and an ardent fan of Manchester United
Football team. He was a good Christian and with the help of Ms
Niles, the Tamil church in Walthamstow was formed. He was also
a member of the Eastham church.

Nava Anna never forgot his roots. Until his last, he thought and
worked for the Tamils. For over twenty-five years he was kike a
hero in Walthamstow and served in many committees for the
betterment of the Tamils.

He has left a void amongst the Tamil community which is almost
impossible to fill. I will miss him. The Tamil Community will miss
him. He will be a prominent absentee in all the functions/events
in East London.

May his soul rest in perfect peace.

Life Member of Waltham forest Tamil Sangam

R.T.N.Thayalan
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RASIAH NAVANAYAGAM

It is indeed a great privilege to write a few lines about Mr
Navanayagam.

| first met Mr Navanayagam at a meeting addressed by Mr neil
Gerrard, the Mebmer of parliament in 1998. His questions
convinced me that he too was a genuine supporter of Tamil
Eelam. Later, | had the privilege of serving on the Executive
committee of the waltham Forest Tamil Sangam. It was thereafter
that | came to realise that it was largely due to his efforts that the
Sangam and the Tamil school were established in 1984/85.

Nava or Nava Anna as he was fondly called by all and the
Waltham Forest tamil Sangam are one and the same. He was a
versatile characterWe could say that Nava and the
sangam/school were synonymous.

Towards the end of 1984, Nava and a handful of his friends living
in and around walthamstow realised that tamils who had settled
in and around Walthamstow needed a Sangam to help them feel
at home. Hence, the waltham Forest tamil Sangam. Moreover, he
felt that the Tamil children who had come as well as those
children already here needed a school so that they could learn
their mother tongue, culture as well as their civilisation.

Thus the Tamil School was started by Nava and three or four
friends. As they did not have a separate building, the classes
were conducted in their homes.

Nava led by example and conducted the classes in his own
house. Apart from instructions in tamil language,vocal music,
violin, miruthangam and Baratha Natyam were also taught. This
was in keeping with nava’s aim of giving the Tamil children the
chance to learn about their culture and civilisation.
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Long before a Hindu temple was established in Walthamstow, the
parents and students of the Tamil school met on Fridaysfor
prayers and devotional songs. Parents took turns in teaching the
children.

Another fact of Nava’s versatile character was his ever
willingness to help all those who sought his help. Tamil
immigrants sought his help with their immigration, health,
housing and other problems and Nava gave it wholeheartedly.

Nava did not forget the struggle of our people at home. He
interacted with local British politicians in promoting Tamil's
interests. He was a very keen and loyal Ealam lobbyist. He was
a real live wire in these matters. We cannot underestimate his
contributions to Tamil Drama. These are some of his qualities.

Nava is no more but the legacy left behind by him will go on for
ever.

K.Sanmugasuntharam
Walthamstow.
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STGHG GifsDVDL CHiss SMQIUUMID JDIDES DEIGS
BOUT D60 EwIT..

HMNLBSHH0 ID0AITEHsT HTRGsTenms: ST 2 Bp Gsusnenuled Ljsod
QUi BTGBy 2 sfem  BTD  SiujsEndGHE ST CETHbsaD,
Armen oy Aulleflsn  SiLbGHupempent  siFlibe  LusHHlsd Bmbo
Canem®  <umm Gousmigll siogl QFUBSILL RSN IGHSHH DIHN6
(PMBUTE  BML(POBLULGHSID  CFWBUTL 196 Q(h SIBIBLOMD
Bumgml L eusniTFFBHTH, GUITTLL LML 60Hem6N  LITL, Gumgm’ L
61 60T I ED6TT H6M BT F (BN 6m & LLIT &5 ) GleustlprL_L sy Bemsn
GememIILBBETS JTHET0 EMFSGW (PHEVlsd HEUTEHIEMTEUTE  WITLD
Fouallsnn @ HHIEMPLUL T SuTiblldsiul L.

HENEY [HIBLDEYBEDESTS BT 1pGa0 BLLULIUBMDG s1BSHSHIBST_L BT HLD,
aflsoaaium B, Capdambsl.  STemsowd, BT GhsmbsH  Baubenn
SO 63T SIS HensvHBIL LD 616l PIOLISEH 199260 Beng G (psmal
aioisas  gratet  etewm  GUWACE  Eeiimiueny  GoursddhGDeToGIT
HIOIDEFF RIS HMBUID Bienenihdml  s1HSHMMBULIT  HeNGVEHITEHENET
D (HEUTHAIW GLHEm HauT SiswrewrmeneuBul  FThLD.

@eirm sueny GILLT Senailed GuELILBL BnasEGp BTLIRGN abhs
aih®  demevullsd  HBULL  SHemevEhTHenen  Ghi@  LDNMITES
Bobsarsmen  Bsiglilyshas  evemiLeaflst  Usiflen 2 Fdlulsd
SoTHHWaT HBHBUTEL SHewevulled FHUTH 2 _sT6N6UTHEMENLD
Heeuseiled STaID 2 sieTeuTdemenuld UBilelr 2 §FbE Glsram®
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[HEUTETEOITEUTEY 2 (HEUTHBULL L HENEVEHTEHET GO ls) 6 TTETLD.
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FIDTUILIGIOTS 2 HeuTdhslul’ L GJemiBh LML 60861

1.Bens WABBET - SHHD umeogell - UTQWaIT SHHFTWER (LPHBSHTEND
2.@m5 WTpFeve- SbeD LTeuTall - LTQsHT SHHFETWT (LPHBHIET
BremB UTLsusEhd@GI @eliludey WD Fe0si

HoUT  Siemiemmaler Hmg) osyeusuhHEHGUTS UTpwsne GhehFnms
2 _(hEGD HSLAITH DENDHHH.
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STDENID BUWIHBIL BSHGHTHE, 6D ChEhFID HaITheH UBeVTFH(HHE
SIDEH @M SehFaIUTS DIIUTL 60B6T  SIDIOHSHHI.

graErdls  HemsvEbTaenTsy  Geusful il L wls@o  @sngF 616
BmICsI snL  [Beur  SismieninGe  (Wpeisolsinm  Gleuefuli L.

SHMVEHTHMET  ombEGHMIUS, GO uFHEsT (@HHMEB)  aUTHIIIS
H(HeHsT, eUloLmBS uFHlHsT aTRGNSDGEG gnuTh Ui,

§ib® 6IbH UTHHURBEDHEGH AbHH DbDH HBEVEHTHMEN Bl hHemi B
Upda gemsisteorauBiiB@ Gwsoms 6os Benganl Gounbomhs
THFOUEL, snbsole FHBHTFIONSS S 19bCSTHILS. SemIpD g
HWPEOIOWTS  BID  UTLeDEY  SsnFWsDILLIUSH6T BT FemanHeil
RILHIGHSHED 6I6U6VTID [BEUT  SIGTT6o0TaNeN  SHellLILISITLIGET  6TaTs0TLD.

SIHHIL 6T HENEVEHTH6MT  SHpwwsnl  Seliul L (psopullsd
urgmlGeugdl.  Seuml GFwimtsy welld Garpallligs.  Hlgs CsThHE
SUSTITLILID]  SHIBenIDWITEN  HeDsvEhTHsMeT  BHipliliphsl  DeUTHsTIL D
BB HmsudHimenen  Hemeulllshd D TOI(IPSTETRITHEHSE:  HBLIILSI
ool LsDausnBUIgud  Siugsl  Sensmibd  @SHEmiplisnl  BlenmuiBe
HEVBISTTT.

sUsTIIL_6ulls0  LIgUGOUWIDNS BRI LD  HeMeVEhTHsMET 2 (HeUTHBIL
GUHSHID  [HEUT  SETIIENITENEY  FT(HLD.

2185 Bausmsruiled (35> 6M 6V (65 T b (6Th 5 (5 6] HTRIS iR
UITFaenendssil  sTelBIsRd g GBLUD  BGuTsd  (psiianibe  Hsisl
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S BupENLLTSS maubsd GlLmMLD BT SismenTsnslGl FrbL.

Getiml sueny [THETEL BMFHGHIY ST STl euflulsd FAmLuTe
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OFaiiml  Hamevauen[F FhdHidhs U]  GUHE  FTHenSLTETHNTSL
LUsHBSTBBIE  ST60sL LSS DIoY] SHlih.  HUBIWLSIE SISl LPsVLD
Sl Usenips sl pblggli ellplousisisnsy.

Guosm gl Ugsmne  Gelwrs  Ulsisllpbsl  Blaslbsyssnst
BLTHFHID ¢ Cewsd sifsi. 2 BB HUTseEnsEd 2 ull] CsTBHHID
2 _Halb  uswTUTsy.  Sisenmplenn 40 suBLMIBEHHEH ~— BGoeuTs
OpmRSL  BeUITEaD  Bmb@EHL  Hlh.  aev.ellelD.  HRSTTFT
SIEHETT] FemMUBID ML USDBEH B BT BEHHE (LTS  Dis)(HL 66
Bm  wemllGHATEOWD  USDIEW  suTsuTIsmens  ossle el (f  SHenHHsH
Llsdtent]  oieuy  elsiisdll 1D gapil LS FipHsnsiisemst  DfbH DBl FH
SiemL_[H B a6

199360 sieitement  GleumsLpHD GUTmMsUL SO UITL FTemsvu e
FHENEVENLD S FFlyTeaD (Bl EUTEILITHRLE B 5
GlLigheniodG i), DimE UsoiluTBEiul 4 suihL Sirsudhdlist  Sisdisonflei
SHILOILGLD  Bxsmey  LLENLILITEIIENIOENUI HBIUYD suTUINILS  SleNL HHSE.

SuurLarensouisd  uslWTBBWSHTs, @EWmiG  aurugw Sl
BT HEHESH Hsvallul BLb #ringams M b 1 Gl 6T G631,
BevemiLedllansiion  HUEPL  UTLSTsDe0BEHEE b GLUITHieuTe
UTLSHI LD Es0snsublusiiLms FH.BUBTWSLL  DIsUTHEHDHE
TBHHIH FmMIGesi. iH @ (PHBW el wbd  sTeien  GIFWILISTD
aTabImI  sTabienl 1D Bl L TTT.

(P& &I LITL & Tsmaussai sl HENEEIO L ATUWITBEmSTIULD,
sevalldhgimpulsy  SsmiLipsiten  FfwTsensIUD il sy @
LUFU smag Fenll DIMDSHEHI @ HGHHWTeN Hevall HBETH  rnsusnT
Glurp LTS Bublibal  GUrsll UM SHI LD IEHbHEOTID 6160
&1@866[@.

BIHDHTEN (W& FlemiL BomGIsTeTauSHBEH U, BHTEMEULLILD
PHEHMOLUHULILE  Hovd 2 BFTHELUUBGHST. SHeube:F  Fllasilms
SHWSHBIOENF GFuD  Hlsmile)emL WLisT.
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UTL & Tems0dbemerl  (heRhlenevdh@  OlsTsmiBeugGaiswiBi  stemm  FibdHeme-
Ol sl eum.eHoILITHINITEl  LITL HFHI L SH0srd ClaremBaumasBeg Bm
oW (BB BT GoBGsnssi.  (pwiBdl  Lsvemsisbsailstsney.

UTL FTemeudsil  esdlsumedipnd  seiisildsnginssd  GrEubuBsugssmmed
Sl BUpWBFlHEGs HUOPTHeT  ealpiiGas  FAwiomsn ST sTerml
Galll STNEH  LOSTENGHFFTHBHUILBHSINNT.BI6I  DIbSU LRI  FHeMTLoms
FBULL DS BEIIEH SIMIHHUT  6I6BIBLIGUITED  6I60NENEF  FTHBSLILBHSHIL
GLn  allsssT HAIBTULISID  SIeiissil,

Goumsuspld  Gummertl.  HWNDL LML FTeNeudhE —HeosvendF  GlFUinshE
SISOIMIE 2 MIGHIENEmUTE  BHhHauT. @sl Hall] opdwsdsb  Uso
oL WIRIFHETT  sTeoTemIl 601 Leadibeill (BUiBLIS)  subsaut

GoutedsBUTBE  FRIBHSHI MID DB  UTY SO  (DSHBHEHLFID
BSUSUIBEMEY  SUSITUILSHE &  sutwilshu  siBUBHHSH  HhdH
GlLmenLods @ iflus.

6160BEVM(HBEHID HELELSUTTHAL SO EemHHsi HeLsauTPRIBHTES
aulusmliiy e wslwrmyl subs Heversvonm Feps GFamailnsTsn)
B Gend BwbH QITEIE BT L .

Geumsbsld  OQUTBL SN LML FTaNe0HIL 2 (HITHGHAUBBEHTH  DIHIDLITH
U (B 2 NIPHFHUT 61601 BEUEM BT 60 LITL &FTeDs0U0  FHhIS(IPLD
BlsNsUSPHBEGD CUENT DUSHNNT  [Hleneeyseit oanend ML DIHEOTHI.

B.8 FDUHST
GlFwseTsImT
sLGgTeril  Cleusiluil Basipsin
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poara Soesaphs Fegefser

HEUT  DiemTemImelledl  EhTUSMTHS  L060(hDHE, 661 Heneaelsd 2 sfen
QUTLTH LosvTadsilsy dlevsumesnm Subiosuflss 2sm e 16 BaIGBs.

Goumsbmin  GuTmel.  SUDEFFMISSH  BITaUTHHHE0  DIRIBHHEUTTEH
BmhHBUTH  aTondhE  Sieusny Pl suruitl]  eBULL Bl HEUT
SIEHEWIT  FRISHHE  HewsvsuITe:  BhbH  STVHIEL  BitsuTs
Bnl L RIGB6T DeuTH ol 1960 BN GBI subHeT.  QUh(Psn  BIBLDHS
ml LHHL, @ UHESHMmS LWIHHTD ardlbsl WImuibs SHnsHHs
Byemi(B, cpeml 0w HHILTEORIBET BHBTT.  DUBUTHI SHei  DISUT
S DBIHTE HEM b (LD HUTKI(IPLD HDBSH &b & sMeDTLL|LD
CBTemmymbHensd DML (PIgHoH.

Flov  oyeimBEenien L6  SHens0enie  Liselsnul subbLSSHID  surlilisnu
GIHINLLD Hha ST QEFLTeNITS BHBSMT. DibH Hrevdl L HBle0
BOUT  DISHIETeL 6T FaBHeuTs SMEHGHW  FhHSHTUUD  gBULL G
HIONDF & HISLD 2011880 Gsusnarfladipm semiLGuirs &6l F
SimILeIRISEMT  USTHSHIL, Uy 2 SeldseEnd  CFustT.Bbs
HTo0HL L HHe0 GBI  [HeurememiTensy  UBIICETEHIL Gl  yuilanib
2 sudlsy 2 ulBmE  eumpsum LB aumlpHems  Ssvsu 2 wiflw
GFwWBsn® sUTIDAIHIHTE sUTIDGDS  sTailigl BUTEY sUTIDHHI SUbHSITI.

BLbHH ey (2012)  wrisd  wrsn  GersnsoGuAlulsd  sisuflar
® L fuhHlemsusmiLl umpsl Lo el DB 60l B H5HHIH
GCaTemngHHEHeT. W  wredlefiur  sTem  GHTEmeVGLFsHW  Djeuaill 1D
QITRIE, eI emL QHEHSET Ul SUFF SMSHUULD 660IBTT. 2L s0blsnes
(b63IMIT UTgldbsLIUL L Blamsuuilsud isuiflsdr #b s ensl
SIOPFFRIBHHID  BHHHEI. BresT  GUmUs  [BEUT iU E0ITEYL 601
BMBHHGID (PTG ieuT Eenmsusiny GFTHBIT seim GFLLH Gol (B
DATFFAUD  Bousmeoulll  SisoLHBSHET. Siefler  HBILUSHH N HHS,
MHEY il BT SewemTellsll BT FTHSH DieDLW
LTy it & 8518 ) Grizsat.

widlefl Sfgyer
(psiteamslT  Hemsval (Beursumio GluTmetl. HIEIDFFRISID)
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BIGYID HEUT D|ROTTI6|LD

198910 =yswiB STeULILGSIB6IMED  LLOUWTHS aIbhsH SO  1DHH6I
GClumeniowira  surapl  GauTsusaEIT UGSy HTFID 61601 suTLDsNEY
UTLTSHBHEN. DiBSTEY SLLHFeD BIBUTHISTET  CHTENE  BisTTEY
BID 1LHBST  BE0DsmaD.

GUIUIGLURWTS @ Solbassnl 1ol BGOW Bmbhal.  GsruisiasGent

HUp  smolysBent  Bsbsns. Spermst  Geumsug HLoertGrT
SHUOPFFMIED  @eiiml  SHOP  UTLFTENED  Q6lisNB bl hEHINsHTH
Casniailun’ e, SLETTED 261 Bauenst DIF FmiBHH Ge0T,

sulpurLgrensouliGeor  ®mrell  ElensWIBSBEH  @F  FHSTULIPD
slLLallsiensy,  FHHTUUSMS  gBRUBHDS  HINYL  HEUGHLD
(psirsurallsuemsv.  oiBent  UIBUT®  Brenid  SpFamissHaHsu  Sulp
umLgmsnsoieond  Ssmsmil  Geuewi(Bl  sT6IIB  G@h  SLLILI  [BlEN6Y
SIBLILL . HIreid @mEg Umhe  sleghl  oSHell  HOMp  HBs
GousmiBin  stehi3  BUTSUTAIMEHLD. @euGeusmenullsd  HTell 616N
pGeorFemenr  BHsmeulILLL S, DHDBHTH  UTeUTell  DI6TTsmnTa L 65T
CmrTy Cerem Gursl oisuT CFTssTT SIOUD TS HNIEVHHIH60
HEUT  Sieremlm  BUHELUUTT DUt 2 MmIGERSHE  LE0TFMN  GnmIeu
sTenld  Glar TedTauImiT.

B0l FOREST ROAD@s0 2 6il6Tl  SlevleNsudlDd  GlFsii@msir.  ifi@  wimT
BENT  Siewismil  sl6I3  6l60Ib@GHH  OHTWTs. HHened  HMHSHEHID
GleusTismsT BB GBHBBHTIQWILET  Hemsuliled e  sllHIomsr BT 6T
SETTEINTIQULIL 60T 6p(H6UT  GAIHHHTT. oT60emends BT HID  SHEmTemITIgH @
Gioevirsy  HemwTens 2 WITHSILIG  sTe0TeNsT  LITTHSTT.  SHHFH LITTens
Wit @eussr? steip  Basiallb@miUTE8a GBI L H.

breol  GlameiGsuedt HOUT SiewTEWITENE FHBHHH UHHBISTEE. DRI
Fhplbssuron  eeoipll iUt Bo Bl Grsr. FhHHIBBEOTID 66860
llLwd  eteiim GHELB @ FB  Leisens. BIedl ey dhengdh
FPWOLTH  HHTanors  ssvsonsaumenpd BaslB  elllB  pevsy
SLBsomFemen g Slenir.

@xenr  Uput® BTN SHORFFASSHID  HUENDUUTL FTensuullsgiD
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oTsaTemen  @emenidhHid OlamemiGLsi.  Esedt LNBUTH HEUT SI60IT600NT L 63T
@ OBTLTL gBuLl L Hl.

HEUT  DsTT6NT HLOIDFFHIBHHI0 HENSLAUTTS F(HHSH HIEURIBETIS0 HIT6H
GuTmenmenyTs mHBHeH.  sumHLT BFTHH CFWBLIGNISH 6TaTHES
OB Be@aTd EHHHHI.  LsD Ly sl WKISENST ST ALSILDTSH
A CmmenBL e HEUT  Sieutemim  WOSD  GlosiremiowImsTau.
OB DDDHLTHD GHelaimsad GuUFaTT. 6hdH el WdhmSUD
Wsalb CEHTensuBbhThE UTTensul Gsr LMTha GFwmuBsunt.  Hsiig
HAbBHlHsH muibs GFwBLBUIT.

oibd ML WGSMSWD  CUTEIULL DD HeUsHSHHILMID  HEDIDFITH
GFuinr  Galswi(BlD 616013 sTomIEMIHaMSH 2 HL LWIKIT. SYEIMTs0 &0
sl Whiseley IeaD SemngluUmsSal o mISursan Bamlunm.  Dnd
ISR HeviIBBaT  WBBeUTHESEH 2 smiTHsl albL.

BAUT D6 HOIDFFRISID 2 (HoUTHS  HIJEOIOTS  BHHHE
oL (BLOGDAOTLOGY Beumet HFHer0BIT HLOD D& BEHS G LIs0
Cosmeussmenu|ld  CleuispsBars 2010 suswiB GeursddbsnErm
HIODFFRIBID  BLISHSW  256u5) Glmmm‘ﬂsﬁ]@rr BIBDaNs0  SHIHHE
“Bsumst g &0 er0 By mailsr HHEN T 6T Ul L &am® BIIES]
GlmemyallHae.

SiheH Hhenguler wemmes| SHemid Guiflw GeumnlLorsBen o sisns).
BID Db SHhwsUlsi  LTsnpHulsd Gasm  SeuT &l bF  GlFsims
usmilsnwl  GsmLfps GFwsBs BIL  SwumHE Geuiwn
LofiwimsnumE L.

&.5 6SANT & &)
Geursvdh b GUITMETLM  SUOIDFFHIBLD
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BaI(LSI)BTIGDI? Heu(9)pmusioT?

199110 syemi(B GuTmssd allprelBars sUbFFRGHHBEGF CFaBms.
DB  uTFelled e Bleim s @suTempu  suyGsummis
GlaTamnpmBAETT.  MWDLGI OILHISMETS SLBS BHamsoulsd &5EH56H5
@m GaTeiulsd “surmie Wi, eBuTH eubHT, emiBs HmaaniT
o601 elenTelanITT. BIGT, BT SUHEHI 6  (OTHMISETTESBEL  [BI6
gT@Lnilsi  s8snsyei seiim  LFleSsnCmsi. osuBym  BGsvssiors
SSHINID  Spallslensy.  SISTTML  BSWID  (pReyBmEe.  eiligmEs
Cloalim BLbSMBH dmml W Geuit ereor  ellanallGamai. @t Hmed
BeUBTWSBLD.  EmGesn SN allBHMeVlILBEHHE HomevalIT -

B wrflsst S s mplwusred  GuBelsTemiB s Buaalsbey
sisiiml slevighl FBHTHIHT LBV SHBHTT.

SINEMDBI HEMD  (PHED  DUSHTT  HevieDUIT  Beb@Goaeny, Sieufl LD
bE @m Sl Wwilurend  Ebhes. BID  Emaumn  alamB
QHUCITH  QHEUT  HeNBHSHHBHEUM6V. SUENTEY  HTamllD Bl hisbariled
ysiAIfuemy SBmeusld LS THHI Csmei@ambd, Dieible slsdisnaLBRiuLD,
BTeOID  Sieuigl  BLONgHMSHST  UBPD  oiflbs  sneugh s
Gl 600119 (HHBHTLD.

HIONPT il BHBIL L SN0 BHHe0(HbHl DsUT @UISEILMID HT608860
SEUmMLL  CaBpiLSems  BrliususBe  eeiener  HsoT  psuld
SIS HHESHOLTHI,  Si6uT  seitsneIlILb]  sTslisuse) &I HINHE

WUSHBHSHTT  6lell  HPWHFQUHTS  BHHSSI. B dlsnid
2 sTBITeun e & dleoflen Hene0UTB BT Sieurfle SllHLILILD
BlanmGaumailstsnsy.

@mBurs  Beuflst  BLougbmBHmeuIll B FhasldGae. “6J601
Blenen(IplD  HEMELDIDHEHINID  Hei  snBUlD BHbHBE  CeusmiBl el
Sl(HLOLJSSIBTT. SiHSHMmeBUT  BUTHST  HpouL  BiTeudss
BmaBmrisBen”. SUenTey  @eml unitb@ Bumasl,  oisurles

bLoUgbheneee FlLTIHTEE Gofdins.  Gumly, GUTMTEND, LiGHe-
Twrens  eleiiueT  WeNHHDHHBH CeTewiL  sib  suiflend,  efwimsn
(psmpuist  aufl BLSSUUL  BUuguimss  WwelsdsWenousMLLL,

Digitized by Noolalf oundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



FHEUMBSUID  SLBUUTL DT DauHEHl  CFlIubdmigul  HensusUsT
Gmausit  GHewen  eiiiLeng  GFrssumoBe  Gamsveliweastt  BheuT
BTEUTEVILE. ot 2 _suEBbs  SHUILpSI. WBsHBWSIT  EmiEleonihE)
oMbhs s Usiemsugrs ellenmigLeuBy eiogl HUBTLSLD.

opiamen Gaipeiay eeielle flaloaoseapdli)

QuiiGaGIG ba()pnusnTs ellmsluai Hliom bHeubIGH
(1)Shpinn il dyai (2)pLAIbMBHGHIP HOEOOIT
(3) LT G (4)9fHi (5)<yd Fwia
O)ahma  (Naamuer 8)rCorgyar (9)sbipi smeaia

Bmddbsreonseisy FHE 2 L0 SHeNMbal STEUULLIT.  GUlsid
sl lomwenmengll  Gumey el umflumeny  &Tflsd 6DV
BLABEDHEGID mpHEHIF CFevsutr. SwdHE s surdhl 2 6isnm
sleor eiBuTHIBL BT gdh  Gsmsiieuglsvensy. TN LOTLDENT(HLD
A BTUSIPD  SeuaiBursd  SHogl  aseioid  ubp  sbdlent Guw
Criflaund GamensuBuA] epsu(pld LFebUTD GUFld GIEBTEHIL TTH6M 616
@maughl  wenmba  LsenBr  sindGghd CFfbhag. esiaene] Gss-
Ywiors  Hid el wmisenen Gusmt GausmBD sTILNS slDHEG  ClFTEV6
mausH oMl B Bmeumn CEamIsTsnTTH6i.

‘memeveuadt  etsiaufl  SieusufBw  mrpld  GlEsLBaTCoe’  BLOS
siI0ipFsasD  ammbw  Ufeysrs  Beoaufd Ggsso  GousmiBlo  sTe

sllpoL] (pigsy  GlassTias Gman.

#l.madsl
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DDEGIN GbEhFID

o BHbmd B0hHHeoUs enHEUTED
HHIBs BBHEHM HEMEMUBTID [HL L]

SIS 2_HISmeT SIBITLOSY susTEThE] 60Ty, HH6H B)60EHHEMILOTL
SMBULISHHIST UTIDOUTHIG, BUTIDHT 6.

6T60Ib@E h 2 MM [HEILISNTUI, LITFLPsTsT Hhensmil, ChFD Giamsmi
SIGUIEITENTL,  6I6DEUT(LPSHIOTS  [Blehipl  subBL Sl B  urgsl  suflufsd
amG  CFsaniGyn, GsBHCMsT Dbs UFHTEmed @ LseuTUI e
6101 DI SINIMID N HBTOH Hlsnenbd (Ll ULInTls0smsv.
BLOLSID  (PIpLUsTlsusmnsy.

SYGOIT6...

&.LoBaserien 6o
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panewiamt uppu feo Hoerad sleaflser

HEUTEBI60IT 6Ty 6T60BEUTTMEND  SIemIpHSILL L Sl heuBrusLD
SIUTHETHL 601 6160 [HEWIL &IVl LIPSHHLD.

A HEBTSED SieTHsT 1985 Sreoliu@aHulsd BGeumsosid Glummerdl
HUOIPLILITL FTsm60 o (HEUTHE BT[] G001 LDT & B\(HbHeTHsI 60
GUIULL HHHE  HAUJTaITT.

BhHL  UTLFTeney  UJDLUSSHs0  SaumenLuwl il gsd  meubsH 10
LD T 6007 62 T &B(6THL_ 681 SIS 3, gofa@ipsne  BahTmid HLOID
sBUIGSEIULG abhs @b Fm b, Bam oim Gumelll Fors
sueThshl  HwOPOTHs BHdADE.  Sibsl CUEGL  alGLEsSIBEG
AL B BTHHUTHEMD HEUTHT GBI HHbS @HEUTTEUTT.
Baumsbpld  GQuTmeL.  HUOPOUTLFTemsy  GaummLw il 1Rsdlmbal
BL oo, SenNFIOTeN LoTameUTHsNSN 2_sauThiEF Glewpul L GuTHID
LML &Tensol sl sHemsvemio pFifliserilsd ehsurTed Ghbal. Hlgamors
o _MIPHHIL LML FTe060 susTITFASEGHL UsmiWLTHBISILLISITEETET 56 T6m s
GBI 5HHHH  HeUTTEUMT.

@ourm oG (psafiGu  GHTLTHE LY  su(hL BISMTH  BCauTedHLD
Qummeroi  HIOPF FRBESSS  (PHUTWTS  BHHSH  UHHISTENHI.
Guosytb MGsrelwur aump S0P hseds  BHIL  SBHH SO
OIBHBET  BLANYSMBEEG1D, TRTEC, 0D SipHes ollB ugFplsb
SIpHID  seiLeuBemD 1985, 1986 STeuliugSHlHeied oufibllss Gursl
@RIMmENLL  (HEUTElIemITEYsHL U UmSsULD  SHemlForer  DisNs)
BABhHE. Gaur  Bmbs  STevbeusny  BuBampiu  asbsoreuBNeuDd
Beoumsnl i umseiy Bmbsl aubssl eeiusl GEULLHHHEHS5I.

Gaursupd GUIBeLB SHaiy Gaum UGS T  DoHHEHD  EeuhHemL
Brsnsumensnll GUmID susmaulspd SeuhsnLw uswll  Lgbhal.  elflbs
STEUULL S @UluTs  Foslasteo  ugdulsd 2001, 2002
HTlLGHBeMsy  HOD NBHB6T  BLAYSHMEHGD, DO  &Fps
ooy (Tamil Community Centre — Ealing) @pemiBl  Gsiha S
DA BEhHETe aMPlLsmTed Sl LD @iml blLbHHl.  SASHEWEMULD
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OB BuTElB LY  dnl L BISEDEIU|D  HENTEWEMT  e(IDRIEH  OFUIF
BLTHBHILSTENTT.  Bsummlennted Fa)shBsmst LGS aump HOD CaHHs0
LsGaumI SHeirenindsnsnll GlLm Geul  ApsuSTTsmIDTS  EYHHHISTETTT.

HUCIE oBHesl el uFHs  HPHOTHE  BmHH 1998360
GuwinorBpd  Guip  SWOPT Faps QILB, AFHHHILS HenmGamyil
ussiliuTenpLedr  2002-2008  sTeoLLGHUTsY  elemb@  gBULL @
SFUIUTET  DeDILBUSBI  BTT6RIOTS  HHSHU  UsmlliuTsny  sisids]
SUHIW  DBWTLIOTS  GHDBBIFFTLBHeT  otan  BeblIILUSBE sienbEL
USBSUSCIOTS  BUHHHEUT  [He)T65T6mIT HT 60 LI6O  OTHRISENTES  [BL[bD
AUPHEHED L sllHHHsuDd o sellwrs Eopbha BurgTy, HEHbUaD
obs  GamsvsnwBu  GuBm BT HMBIOTHS  BBUSBEGL
LSSBLSIOTES B HHHEUT [HeUTamI6mT.

2 _LeUplenst LTHGHSILLIgHHES BMIFH Briseiey sal HIOIpliLsieisst,
gFepd  oEnolLssT  uBBIGw  sIBUTHID SMBLILTT.  DIUTH  HBLD
allgrflasl GurenBGuirmid sWOID wHHells FoabaHlenamGul Dieumal BHlsims
GuyedLITeNT  [HeuTewemT.  SULIQWITST H [HEUSY DANHMI  BULHBHS!
sTinadbssvsomd  BuilpluTEIo.

BoUTewIemTellL LOHHE!  sTemIemile0LBIbNEH L0 LML MBS0  She
ClemsiL HTs0  [BTs  @eiim @b  SpUUsTaullsd SiFUFTS  BHHa
BeLsu(psmmUllst SUIDF FAWNTEEndE 2 S (PgHmaH.

Geadand Graad gy
HOpsH Hevaldaml D - FoyhBHTe0
(07448116826)
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Our Nava Uncle

There is a great Legacy of which we wish to tell about a
“Wonderful Man”, that we love so much. Nava Uncle’s strength
lives within us and grows stronger each day.

He promoted the Tamil culture and gave us an identity that has
made us, who we are today. His bravery and his love is some-
thing that will always stay in our hearts forever. We miss the
sound of his “Aachi & Appu”, “You must do this for our Tamil peo-
ple” and his stern lectures too!

We miss that caring wise and watchful eye, which now peers at
us from above.

He was a great uncle, headmaster and most importantly a leader
for the Tamil people of Waltham Forest. His honour still remains
with us. Even though he fought a good battle, we are reassured
that he is at rest in The Arms of Jesus. In our hearts his memory
will always stay and nothing could ever take his Remembrance
Away!!l

Nava Uncle has always been a pillar of support and we would like
to take this opportunity to thank him and his family for all their
support in everything that we have done. Nava uncle; “May you
find comfort, hope and peace each day”.

With love

Anusha Sajeev

Tharsha Varathalingam and
Birunthan Varathalingam

Digitized by Noolg Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavafiaham.org



Nava Uncle - A Legend!

If there was one person that truly deserved the term ‘legend’, it
was Nava Uncle! In this book, many people will have described
NavaUncle as a great community leader, passionate Tamil
activist and a lovingfamily member. I'm not quite sure what
category my relationship with Nava Unclefalls under. He is not
family by blood but the term ‘friend’ doesn’t suffice.

During a car journey, my father and Nava Uncle struck up a
mutual understandingregarding their interests in social affairs
and politics, which then blossomedinto a tight friendship. Though
both are poles apart in personalities, somehowthis has worked in
their favour to keep that friendship strong for almostthirty years.
Though both my parents have always backed him and worked
alongside him in all of the causes he was involved in such as
TRAG, TRO andWFTS, the connection goes much deeper than
that.

The respect and love that myparents have for Nava Uncle made
him their surrogate elder brother, a personthat they look up to
and referred to for so many things. My father hardly ever

acted upon any decision without having sought out Nava Uncle’s
adviceand approvalin advance. This is something my family has
been struggling to come toterms with.

Nava uncle has been there for every stage of my lifethus far,
whether it was to take me to hospital when | tumbled down the
stairsor to help me choose which school and university | went to.

He neverdiscouraged me to do anything but if he didn’t approve,
in his unique, calmroundabout way he will make me accept his
decision by convincing me (or dad!)that it's for the best and his
decision was usually final anyway. He had aknack for identifying
your uniqueness and will help you to promote it inwhatever way
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he can, though he never sought the limelight for any of your
successes. There are many people who stand testimony to that.
He always wanted

the best for you and would fight tooth and nail to make sure that
anyone in hisfamily, friends and even his friends’ extended
families never came to harm. Forhis strength and determination
alone, | have been extremely grateful.

Nava uncle was meticulous and very organised. Although
sometimes it was morelike organised chaos! There have been
many occasions when he had needed thingsdone on a computer,
mainly typing up letters. A job my mum used to do for
him,however, once | was old enough, this soon became my duty.

He would arrive atour house in his trademark red shirt and cap
(which he always left behind)around 10pm for a letter that should
have been sent two days earlier. His draftwould be written in the
most elegant joined-up handwriting. | would type it upwhilst he
caught up on the latest Manchester United game or the news.

Many drafts later, | had produced the perfect edited version of the
letter and itwould be well past midnight. Soon, | managed to
presume a lot of thecorrections and prided myself whenever the
task got completed within an hour,rare as it was.

Wearing my Waltham Forest Tamil School Alumni hatfor a
moment, | want to remember just how much he has done for the
school. lhave such fond memories of my time at Tamil School
and the family members Igained from it and still have around me.

| was given an opportunity to connectwith my roots and
experience a variety within the Tamil culture itself that Imay never
have had if was born in Tamil Eelam whether it be Dance
Dramas, VilluPaatu or to be part of Heroes’ Day celebrations
liberally.
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There is so much more | could say, so many anecdotes | could
recall, but lwouldn’t know where to start and finish. | don’t think |
gave many cards toNava Uncle for father’s days. It was usually
just a phone call. This year Iwrote one out and didn’'t know what
to do with it. Accepting that he is nolonger physically with us is
taking a long time but the hope that he is lookingout for all the
people who love him and his love is keeping me going.

All | can say for sure is that it has been an honour and privilege
to havebeen able tohelp Nava uncle with his work, grateful for all
the opportunities he has givenme, encouraging me whenever
possible, even forcing my four year old self toTamil school,
without which | could not have achieved half the things I've done
so far.

But beyond all of that | am glad to have been accepted by him
asa daughter, to have been blessed with his love. Getting his
verbal approval onanything | did was quite rare, but | know he
was proud of my achievements,particularly in my chosen career
of teaching, as it was evident in his look andsmile. The poet
Bharathiyar’s words ‘ucchi thanai mugarnthaal garuvam oangi
valaruthadi’ comes to mind when he would kiss me on my
forehead and ask ‘eppadiaachi?’ with his proud smile, and | miss
that the most.

| am sure you all have had your similar moments that you now
miss but mustcherish. Hold on to those, celebrate his life and
help continue his legacy.

Thulasi Mageswaran
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Memories of Navam Uncle

I've grown up, knowing Navam Uncle as a close family friend,
always at hand when we needed support and as someone to
share happy festive occasions with. Our families grew and bond-
ed together, as his sons share the same age as my younger
brother and |I. He was an attentive and giving person, always
making time for those in need; as part of his work and personal-
ly, whatever the time, if he could help, he would try.

As a founding member of the Walthamstow Tamil School, Navam
uncle gave me the opportunity to join the first batch of students,
and for this I'm most grateful. The Tamil School gave me a real
sense of community, being able to bond and learn together, with
like-minded children. It was an environment that helped to devel-
op my cultural awareness and it felt like being part of a big,
extended Tamil family.

In the late 80’s, the school hosted a multitude of classes, teach-
ing us our mother-tongue and cultural arts. Some of the most
enjoyable times over the years were spent preparing for annual
programmes, held at the Walthamstow Assembly Hall. These
events were a showcase of the students’ literary and arts
endeavours. Navam uncle was a crucial figure, in rallying the
rehearsals from start to end, assisting those without transporta-
tion with car lifts and most importantly overseeing everything on
event days, sporting his trademark red shirt.

As a British born Sri Lankan, | feel it is important to have an
understanding of my cultural roots and mix with those who will be
lifelong friends. I'm respectful and appreciative for Navam uncle’s
commitment, organisation and strive to make the school a suc-
cess and grow it, to develop young minds to go on and become
successful and culturally knowledgeable adults.

His memory will continue to be shared in the hearts and minds of
the students, friends and family and legacy through the continu-
ance of the Tamil School.

Dharini Pathmakanthan
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In Memory of Navam Uncle

From all that | have heard, read and seen during and after his life
it is clear how significant Navam uncle was to his family and the
wider community.

To me, however, he will always be my best friend’s dad who lived
literary down the road.

He forms part my earliest memories in life. | vividly remember his
trademark beard from a small age. It has varied in length and
curls over the years. He would usually have more things to do
than the hours of the day would fit which | never quite understood
when | was younger. Inevitably it meant he could not arrive early
with his family to any occasions at our home.

But always, no matter how late or brief, he would never fail to
disappoint. He would arrive standing at the door, usually wearing
his famous bright red shirt and a beaming smile. | would always
be welcomed by his famous kiss on the forehead, which | was
honoured to get even in his last days.

| was always told from a young age how smart and intelligent
Navam uncle was. | remember a number of trophies garlanding
the fireplace- ‘chess champion’. He was usually the person |
would be referred to for a telling off if | got into trouble at home.
Luckily | don’t think | was ever at the receiving end first hand —
usually | would be a bystander watching Nagu, which was quite
entertaining, ... but | had enough respect to know not to cross
him.

It was clear he mellowed out in his last years but he was always
a man of conviction and optimism, which had to be admired in
periods of adversity.
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He was a man of graft, hard work and ultimately perfectionism. It
may have taken him a longer time but when he got there the
achievement was always clear to see, as it was unique in its own
way. | look at something as small as a desk and shelf unit he built

from simple wood for Nagu's bedroom, as a symbolism of this. |
remember him talking about it for months and his plans and
drawings. It would have been far quicker to buy it but Navam
uncle never took the easy route. And then suddenly in the small
hours of the night construction started and when it was finally
built it was quite magnificent. He would never talk about it but it
was clear from his smile and what was left it would stand the test
of time and be of far more use than we all envisaged at the out
set.

It is his character that will endure in my memory as his legacy and
| hope | can learn and develop from this. In the children he raised
and people he nurtured | am sure this will be continued...

RIP Navam Uncle
Love Muki Sritharan
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Shiyamie Jesuthasan’s Message

Nava uncle has been a part of my life for as long as | can remem-
ber. | miss uncle very much. | miss his care, his encouragement
and the kisses on the forehead after church on Sundays. I'm
sure everyone will be aware of the amount of precious time uncle
put into the Walthamstow Tamil community. Because of uncle,
children born here, like myself, were able to attend Tamil school,
learn the language and more about the culture. Uncle has been
a big part of our family for a long time.

He was always one of the first people to call for help or advice,
when our parents needed anything and without a second thought
uncle would be here.

Through every milestone, uncle has been the big encourager to
push me and my brother to follow our dreams and always one of
the first to wish us for our achievements. | remember as | started
getting moreinvolved with church, small things such as uncle and
auntie’s smiles and nods as | nervously told a story and then the
encouraging words at the end of the service pushed me to carry
on.

All parties have to have some sort of drama and at uncles 75th |
burnt my leg, and | remember how upset and concerned he was
when it happened. It was not until he saw that | was fine that
uncle let it go.

Now that scar will remain with me forever as a precious memory
of uncle. Although Nava uncle may not be with us today, his
memories will stay with us forever and he will always remain as
the heart of the Waltham forest Tamil community.
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Jude Jeyaraj’s Message

The greatest coritribution @ human being can make to this world
is to provide strength, knowledge, support and genuine affection
to individuals, to communities and to society.

Looking back at Navam uncle’s life, this is exactly what he did. |
always admired his dedication, drive to succeed, and his love for
his country and tamil culture.

He was very much a courageous individual and challenged the
norm. This was evident in his work with starting our first music
school which he gave me and others the opportunity to learn
music.

Now after 20 years whether | perform in arenas or playing with
big musicians | still look back at those years and thank Navam
uncle for the platform he had giving me toget to this stage.

| will always hold your name with pride and honour in knowing
that | got to know you and witness your passion, energy, and pur-
suit of amazing endeavours to change the world for the better.

Your stirring lecture to me on getting me to focus myself and my
career will always resonate with me for the rest of my life. Thank
you for everything you have done and | will never forget the pos-
itive impact you had on my life.
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Nava Uncle and the Tamil Liberation Struggle

As beautiful feelings come from a heart at peace, inspirational thoughts
come from a sound mind; our aspiration for our freedom struggle came
from our loving people. Our national leader Pirabaharan mama gave a
life line and a vision to it in the form of a liberation movement. He guid-
ed us politically and commanded the LTTE with tremendous determi-
nation. Our national struggle for the freedom of our people has been
directed at all fronts in Tamil Eelam and abroad by our people and our
leaders. Nava uncle was one of those leaders in our community which
many may know.

However, many may not know how he devoted his life to our freedom
struggle far more than he devoted himself to other parts of his life.
Nava uncle was one of those who took the struggle to an international
level on many fronts. His generosity, modesty, considerate and chari-
table personality had not only earned him the respect from our nation-
al leader but also from the whole of the Tamil community. It shows that
Nava uncle was a tenacious, courageous and intelligent person, who
strived to do his best.

We also learnt how he won the admiration and well earned respect of
Kittu mama while he was in London. He became his trusted lieutenant
and a faithful friend.

Nava uncle has committed himself to a number of charitable events for
the Tamil Liberation struggle. Nava uncle was the leader of the Tamil
Rehabilitation Organisation (TRO), and he was also one of the founder
members of the Walthamstow Forest Tamil School, which is continuing
to perfor m well.

Nava uncle played a leading role in organising and celebrating the first
Tamil Heroes Day in London and other annual great events. As our
thoughts and respects will never die of our national heroes, our
thoughts of Nava uncle live for ever.

They say history has a long memory; Nava Uncle lives in the history of
our freedom struggle.

By Jeya & Archuna Maheswaran

| cannot describe in words how magnificent Nava mama was. He was
part of our family and he will remain in our hearts for ever.
Kasthuri Maheswaran
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Thank You

| would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for all your
tributes.

The year has gone quickly since Navam departed from us. The
last couple of years have been a difficult and anxious time for all
of us. God gave him the strength to bear the pain without any
complains. So many of you have helped us in the last couple of
years by visiting him regularly preparing his favourite dishes, and
above all just showing your affection, love and care which he
most appreciated.

He enjoyed the company of his siblings, in laws, nieces,
nephews, grand nieces and grand nephews and above all his
Walthamstow friends whom he held closest to his heart.

We give our special thanks to Friends, Waltham Forest Thamil
Sangam, the Chairman and his committee, the teachers and stu-
dents for their untiring efforts to this occasion. We also say a big
thank you to all those who took the trouble to send their tributes
from overseas.

Let me thank the different organizations, which Navam support-
ed, who sent their tributes.

We have been left with happy and fond memories as “memories
are treasures, no one can steal.”

| am thankful and grateful to God to have been blessed with such
a devoted, caring and loving husband for the past 36 years, a
caring Father to our sons Nagu and Jonathan. We miss you a lot.

Jesus whispers
“I am with you in the hour of deepest need,;
when the way is dark and lonesome,
“I am with you, | will lead.”

. Mathini. Navanayagam
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