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Rasa Rasa Cholan’'s Message

Rasa Rasa Cholan is an astounding figure whose identity has
stood the test of time and is still known to millions of people close
to a thousand years after his passing. He was a great leader of
Chola Dynasty and rule majority of southern India and pockets
of south-east Asia during the 10th and 11th centuries. Renowned
for his military prowess and visionary leadership, he left an indelible
mark on history through his ambitious architectural projects,
notably the iconic Peruvudaiyar Kovil, and his patronage of literature,
exemplified by the compilation of the Thirumurais. More importantly,
it can be said that Rasa Rasa Cholan motivations and actions left
a message to the world, setting a standard for future generations,
us, to follow suit.

Rasa Rasa Cholan’s most notable achievement and crowning
glory was undoubtedly the Thanjavur Periya Kovil, a masterpiece
of Tamil architecture that stands as a testament to human ingenuity
and devotion. The mammoth structure constructed in the 11th
century is a marvel that has withstood the complexities of time
and still has the capacity to resonate with millions of people. This
Temple acts as a pristine place of devotion and worship for many
people providing them with a platform to be closer with god.lts
colossal Vimana, intricate carvings, and spiritual sanctity have
made it an enduring symbol of cultural and architectural excellence.
However, not only is this temple an architectural marvel and a
place of worship it’s an echoing of the Rasa Rasa Cholan’s commitment
and legacy to creating something that has the ability to transcend
generations while acing as a symbol representing the Tamil language,
culture and history.

Further Rasa Rasa Cholan’s impact on this world can be further
highlighted through his role in obtaining the Thirumurais. During
his rule only a few sacred verses of the Thirumurais had been
known. But Rasa Rasa Cholan’s passion and love for these sacred
hymns motivated him to find all these literary masterpieces to
spread the wealth of knowledge that had been written in them.
Nambi Andar Nambi and the king himself recollected around 10%
of all the Thirumurais from Chiddambaram Temple as the rest
had been damaged by termites. Rasa Rasa Cholan’s strong motivation
to rediscover these Thirumurais has left a lasting impact on the
lives of millions throughout history and even until this day. These
Thirumurais have provided the world with great amounts of
knowledge on god and even life itself and their sacred lines still
continue to be sung today.

We will continue to acknowledge Rasa Rasa Cholan’s legacy in
many millennia to come,

however we should strive to think beyond, and truly reflect on
his accomplishments. Only then must we ask ourselves: What
are we building today that will withstand the passage of time
whilst maintaining Tamil culture? In a world marked with rapid
and ever-occurring changes, the legacy of this king challenges us
to extend our vision beyond the present, and strive for contributions
that last hundreds of life times. In the spirit of Rasa Rasa Cholan
let us build, create and contribute to society with the mindset of
leaving an impact on this world, that will last millennia. Only
through such activities can we leave a legacy that will brighten
the lives of the future just like how the legacy of Rasa Rasa Cholan
continues to illuminate our past.

AsTL 6l AFHRIGHTD GIPEWITLDLIGD BTE@TGHLD
2 HLWTITLD CaubpIdH abmaf. - HbhbBHmar 390

He is the light of kings who has there four things, beneficence,
benevolence, rectitude, and care for his people. - Thirukkural 390
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Miracles of Saiva Saint
Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva poet/saint, who
lived in the seventh century CE.He is one of the most
prominent saints amongst the 63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s
entire collection of hymns about Lord Shiva is called
“Thirukkadaikappu”. These were later collected to form Siva

the first three volumes of the Thirumuraikal — one of P.AgiGram

the principle texts for Saiva Sithantham philosophy.

Sambanthar and Appar were
once staying in Thiru
veezhimizhalai. The temple is
said to have got its name
Thiruveezhimizhalai, as before
it was built it was a forest filled
¥ with sandalwood, jackfruit and
a plant named Veezhi and also
' because there was once a
hunter named Mizhalai
Kurumbar who lived here and
offered the Veezhi plant to
Sivan daily. It was in this town
there was a big famine due to
the lack of rain and many
people were suffering. Sivan
appeared in the dreams of both Sampanthar and Appar and told
them that he will place some gold coins every day in the temple
for them to buy food for the people of the town. The next morning
both Sampanthar and Appar went to the temple and got the gold
coins and fed the people, however Sampanthar’s gold coins were
worth less than Appar and so he couldn’t feed as many people.
Sampanthar then prayed to Sivan in the form of a hymn Vasi
Theerave, which goes as follows.

aumd HT6aI, HNFr HedSHMT

orF a1 OpaneouiT, eI edlevanevBu.
Samar prulafiir, amesTaT LipaeoulT
HMDABTAT HTFDST, LPAMENLD [HedSELD.
g Goafuit, auiasmer 1opaneouliT
UGBTI STafaiT, 2 Uil hev&geLD.

vaasi theeravae kaasu nalkuveer
maasin milalaiyeer aesa lillaiyae.
iraiva raayineer maraikol milalaiyeer
karaikol kaasinai muraimai nalkumae.
seyya meniyeer meykol milalaiyeer
paikol aravineer uyya nalkumae.

In English this translates to, Sivan in Milalai which has no blemish.
grant me coins without discount in changing them. there is no
reproach. Sivan who is the master! grant me the coins which are
defective, in the proper manner, without defect. Sivan who is in
Milalai where truth reigns! and who has a cobra with a hood!
grant me some defectless coins to save me.

Sivan bestowed Sambanthar with gold coins that had the same
value as Appar’s coins and Sambanthar went on to buy more food
for the people of the town who were suffering from the
famine
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Kanthan Kavin Arumai (Sasdi

b, 7 R e o A
Kanthan Kavin Arumai (Kantha Sasdi) is
avery vibrant and spiritual festival celebrated
by Tamil Hindus all over the world. This special
festival consisting of six days, dedicated to lord
Murugan, symbolizes the victory of good over
evil and serves as a strong reminder of the power
of devotion and faith.

You may wonder why Kanthan Kavin Arumai
consists of 6 days? This is because, this is the
time period where a fierce battle between lord
Murugan and an evil demon called Soorapadman
happened. This story first starts from when
the evil demon Soorapadhman obtains a boon,
making him virtually invincible. Empowered
by his boon, he began to wreak havoc and pain
to the people. The gods who seemed helpless,
weren’t able to subdue him. Yet, they went
and asked for help from lord Shiva. In response
to their pleads, lord Shiva opened his third eye,
located on his forehead. This created an amazing

Pada Pettra Thalam - Th

The Thiruketheeswaram temple commonly
referred to as the Ketheeswaram temple is an
ancient Saiva temple situated in Mannar in
northern province of Sri Lanka. This temple is
known to be one of the island’s Pancha Eecharam
( A group of five coastal temples which were
built around the perimeter of Sri Lanka), that
were dedicated to Lord Siva. Thiruketheeswaram
temple is one of the 275 Thevara Thiru - thalangal
of Sivan, glorified in the poems of the Thevarams
The temple overlooks Some of the ancient Tamil
port - towns which includes Manathi and
Kudiramalai.

Thiruketheeswaram temple is an extremely

blessing to all the people, giving
birth to lord Murugan. He was born
in a pond full of lotus flowers and
was granted six divine faces. He had
six celestial mothers raise him,
known as the Karthikey penngal.
Hence, he received his other name,
Karthikeyan. Lord Murugan grew
very quickly and was in everyone’s
hopes of defeating the evil demon.
His Mother, lord Parvathi gifted

him with a Vel (spear) to fight the battle with
and soon the lord embarked on his mission to
destroy the forces of evil. The battle happened
in a time period of six days. Although, in the
war it was not only Soorapadman by himself.
His two brothers, Gajamukhasuran and
Simhamukhan also accompanied him in the
battle. Firstly, Soorapadhman sent his brother
Gajamukhasuran to fight. Although, he was
unable to defeat lord Murugan and had been
killed. Soorapadhman then sent his second
brother Simhamukhan. Although, yet again,
he was killed by the lord. This all made
Soorapadhman very angry, and he finally headed
off to fight the lord. In the last day, when the
battle was about to end Soorapahdman used
his evil magic and transformed into a mango
tree. Although, lord Murugan knew he had
done this and used his Vel to split the tree into

old temple which is said to be around
2400 years old although the exact
date of it’s creation is unknown.It
thrives beside the buried city of
Mathottam a ancient Saiva city and
a central trading place for ancient
trades. However, this temple is one

two halves. One half was a peacock
which became his vehicle and the other
one was a rooster which became his
flag. This marked the end of everyone’s
pain and sorrows, and a new era of
worship to lord Murugan begun.

This festival commences on the first
day of the waxing moon in November.
During Kanthan Kavin Arumai poojas
are consistently happening in temples,
along with people singing Kanthan
Kavin Arumai Kavasam. Kantha Sasdi Kavasam
is a devotional hymn dedicated to lord Murugan.
It is widely recited on the days of Kanthan Kavin
Arumai by devotees seeking the blessing and
protection lord Murugan. Along with these
activities, people also fast during these six days.
They all hope for the lord Murugan to fulfill
all their desires and bless them and protect
them by fasting.

In Conclusion, Kanthan Kavin Arumai is
an auspicious festival celebrated by many Tamil
Hindus across the world. Kanthan Kavin Arumai
happens for six days, which is the duration of
time when the battle between Surapadhman
and lord Murugan occurred.

(The facts and stories are from writer’s view,
since Thennadu is promoting kids to contribute
we don’t’ change drastically to align with our
Philosophy, with time we will help them to
improve the article to align with our philosophy)
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iruketheeswaram

his body which we know today are
known as Rahu and Ketu. The former
is a head without a body and the
latter is the headless body. It is
believed that Ketu worshipped Lord
shiva first and built a Sivalingam first
hence the name Thiruketheeswaram

of the many temples which has | Aran Sivasuthan | temple. Every year, during sivarathri
experienced destruction and creation Grade 6 the temple comes alive with light
as when the Portuguese attacked in Syiney and sounds to celebrate the reverence

the 16th century many of the temples
and cultural sites were destroyed. Nearly 400
years later the temple was reborn in the 20th
century by the Thiruketheeswaram restoration
committee in the 1950s.

The legend of its temple connects to the sagar
manthan also known as the churning oceans.
which is recounted in the Bhagavat Purana and
the Vishnu Purana as well as the Mahabharata.
Among the many treasures yielded by the
churning, the most prized is amrita, the nectar
of immortality, which was claimed by the devas
after a victorious battle with the asuras.When
the nectar was being distributed a asura came
and sat in the row of the devas as soon as vishu
realised this he cut himself into two pieces with
his discus however having taken the nectar he
was already immortalised. The two patriots of

of Sivan. (These are from the writer’s
view , since Thennadu is promoting kids to
contribute we didn’t change much or edit this)

Furthermore, many poets have written about
this temple and is even praised by Nayanmar
Suntharar in late 7th century period as well as
Sambanthar in the 6th century CE ever since
then many people have praised this temple for
its enduring lifeline and structure that eventually
this became a popular tourist attraction. In
fact, even a Chinese explorer mentioned this
very temple in his journal. Nowadays many
people visit this place from all around the world
to experience its vast history. Resilience is a
muscle which is forged in the fires of adversity
and is shown through the persistence and
reconstruction of Thiruketheeswaram
temple.
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Thiruchcitrampalam

Sivan appeared in the dreams of both
Sampanthar and Appar and told them that he
will place some gold coins every day in the
temple for them to buy food for the people of the
town. The next morning both Sampanthar and
Appar went to the temple and got the gold coins
and fed the people, however Sampanthar’s gold
coins were worth less than Appar and so he
couldn’t feed as many people. Sampanthar then
prayed to Sivan in the form of a hymn Vasi
Theerave, which goes as follows.

kooru Milalaiyeer; peérum arulumé

5. Kaaman véva, or thoomak kannineer;
naama Milalaiyeer; semam nalkumé

6. Pinikol sadaiyineer; manikol midarineer;
anikol Milalaiyeer; panikondu arulumé

7. Mankai pankineer; thunka Milalaiyeer;
kankai mudiyineer; sankai thavirming

8. Arakkan neritara, irakkam eythineer;

parakkum Milalaiyeer; karakkai thavirming.

1. Vaasi theerave, kaasu nalkuveer;
maasu il Milalaiyeer; €sal illaiy€

9. Ayanum Maalumaai muyalum mudiyineer;

iyalum Milalaiyeer; payanum arulumé.

2. Iraivar aayineer; maraikol Milalaiyeer;
karaikol kaasinai, muraimai nalkume

10. Parikol thalaiyinaar, arivathu arikilaar;

verikol Milalaiyeer; pirivatha ariyathg.

3. Seyya méniyeer; meikol Milalaiyeer;
paikol aravineer; uyya nalkume.

11. Kaalimaa nakar vaali Sampanthan,

Veelimilalai mél thaalum molikalé.

4. Neeru poosineer; eru athu rineer;

Does the Lord Almighty exist?
Scemcbeauty on_the way from Temple

Last month Summary:

Sivakan , a 7 year old kid, went to a temple festival with kith and kin.
After worshiping god , he went around a temporary fair specially arranged
for the festival to buy toys. He bought different toys and paintings and
was thinking about the creator of those.

Now,

We had to walk back about three kilometres from the temple to reach
our village. The road was flanked by green fertile fields, interspersed with
tall coconut groves and guava trees. The canopy of trees on both sides of
the road shaded the whole path like an umbrella, protecting the traveller
from the scorching sun.

We came to a small bridge across the river. The cool water is so crystal
clear that the white sand on the riverbed is visible from above. On the way
back there is a small dam. The dam water is channelised through many
canals to enrich the fields, banana plantations and the tall coconut groves.

A range of sky-high blue hued mountains, clad in moving white clouds,
is a breathtaking sight, on the north-western side. way home. I was
engrossed in this beauty of nature, on the way home. Meanwhile, the
items I bought in the temple fair reminded me of the shopkeeper's
statements - the aero-plane was made by a carpenter; the print of the
Mahatma with his spinning wheel was a photograph taken by a person

Thiruchcitrampalam

and the picture of Lord Muruga was the work of a skilled painter.

All these three items are inert objects, and somebody was required to
produce each of them. Then I asked myself, “How did this scenic beauty
that I have been enjoying come to exist? Do they exist on their own
without being created by anyone?"

These inert objects, once produced, do not undergo any change; nor do
they grow in size, shape etc. But it is obvious that these trees, crops, and
creepers are seen to Ee constantly growing. Is there someone who is
responsible for their creation, nourishment, and maintenance? Thus,
thinking I reached home. This line of thinking continued even after
reaching home.

Who built this house? Carpenters, mason, blacksmith, and others
built this house. If that’s the case, this world which can be considered as
a huge house should also have been created by somebody, isn’t it ? Where
is his abode? Is it possible for me to know him at all?' so ran my thoughts.

Since I was engrossed in thinking, throughout the return journey I had
not uttered a single word to anyone. My parents were really surprised at
my silence, despite having got all that I wanted to buy.

Saiva Philosophy Reference: That which exists has no action without
an actor; world is a created entity, and it has a creator - (Ullatharku
Seyvonindri...)' - Sivajnanan Botham 1, Aphorism 2 is explained in this

story.
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