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"The advent of Chandrika on the Sri lankan political
horizon brought about a positive change. Many tamils
including myself felt that a negotiated scttlement (o the
cthnic question was on the cards. Farlier we felt that war
had been thrust upon the tamils. I urged that the LTTE
should grasp the hand of friendship extended by her
| firmly and resolve the problem through dialogue and
| discussion. These sentiments were endorsed by a vast
; majority of our readers. Pro tiger elements however did
| not like these views. This in_turn made me realise
 belatedly perhaps that one had to distinguish a distinct
| difference between tiger and tamil interests....
!' «.LTTE broke the ceasefire and began fighting.
; The manner in which the ceasefire was broken and the
{reasons given for it left much to be desired, while
admonishing Chandrika for her inefficient handling of
matters L alsocriticised the LTTE leadership forits hasty
; decision. T suid that Prabakaran will have to act with
| greater responsibility if he wanted to live up to the title
| "National leader” foisted unon him by the I.TTE

=

w GG wrdlssg Clsflbs yell o sTemenisaflar -

.r,r_r‘,ﬁo"-'ﬁrr_ﬁﬂwi

supporicts.

--..Prabakaran should have resorted to war
only after exbausting all avenues of o peacelul
scttlement. Notwithstanding her inadequasies, I
genuinely felt that Chandrika offered a way out from
the military quagmire for Sri Lanka in general and the
Tamils in particular.... T firmly believe that
Chandrika still remains the best bet for the Tamils
among the present crop of sinhala political leaders"'
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