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BLESSINGS FROM THE GURU

It gives me great pleasure to present Sivajini Sivalingam,
before you this evening. Sivajini has been a keen
student of Bharathanatyam under me for the past five
years. With the tremendous encouragement andsupport
from her parents, Sivajini has been able to develop her
inborn talent to the standard required for this debut.

It is certain her amiable qualities and devotion for the
teacher, (Guru Bakthi) will no doubt make her shine in

this divine field.

May God bless Sivajini. My blessings are always with
1
her.

G ' \(,fzjailqof YCLi
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Sivajini

Sivajini, born and brought up in Toronto, is the eldest daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. N, Sivalingam, both of whom have been active in the
Canadian Tamil Community for over two decades.

Sivajini’s interest in Bharatha Natyam was sparked by her visit to
Jaffna, Sri Lanka, in 1983, where she was enthralled by the
exquisite beauty of the art form. A year later, with her parents’
encouragement, she began her dance training under Shrimathi
Shirani Balakumaran. Sivajini continued her Bharatha Natyam
training under thetutelage ofherguru, Shrimathi Geetha Yogendran,
atNarthanalya for five years. This arangetram isthe culmination of
many years of hard work and dedlication. The support and guidance
of her parents and guru has enabled Sivajini to achieve this goal.

Sivajini had given many performances over the past several years
atvarious cultural programs organized by the Tamil Eelam Society
of Canada, Bharathi Kala Manram, and Narthanalya. She is an
active student at Victoria Park Secondary School, North York,
Ontario, where she hasbeen a student counsellor, Sivajini has also
been a volunteer at Scarborough General Hospital, student teacher
at Roywood Public School and a nursery school volunteer, She
was a student at Gateway Tamil School and has a keen interest in
music,
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I am very happy to send my personal best wishes to you,
Sivajini, on the occasion of your debut performance as a
classical dancer.

It is always wonderful to see the young people of our
country committing themselves to developing high standards
in their chosen fields. I'm told that the Bharatha Natya
Arangetram is a very difficult dance form, requiring hours
of patience and hard work to master. I commend you for
your dedication and devotion.

You are also helping to popularize the art forms of ancient
India. It is through the arts that the cultural memory of
a people is maintained. Because of your love for Indian
classical dance, you are allowing us in Ontario the
opportunity to enjoy and appreciate this graceful art form.

I'm sure your performance will be a great success, and I
wish you every success in your future endeavours.

Bob Rae
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PROGRAM

CHIEF GUEST;

JAMES KARYGIANNIS (MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, SCARBOROUGH-AGINCOURT)

GANESHA STHUTHI - PRAYER TO LORD GANESHA
OPENING INVOCATIORY SONG, ADDRESSED TO LORD GANESHA.

CONTINUED BY SALANGAI POOJA BY GURU GEETHA YOGENDRAN

WELCOME ADDRESS:
1. PUSHPANJALI RAGAM: NATTAI
CONTINUED BY
ALLARIPPU RAGAM: NATTAI THALAM: RUPAKAM
2. JATHEESWARAM RAGAM: SAVER| THALAM: RUPAKAM
MUSICAL INTERLUDE
3. SABDAM RACAM: RACAMALIKAI THALAM: MISRACHAPU
4. VARNAM RACAM: SHANGARAPARANAM THALAM: ADI
INTERMISSION
5. THANDAVAM: OM KARA VAKYAM RAGAM: GHAMBEERA NATTAI THALAM; ADI
6. PADAM: SUNDARA THAMIL RAGAM: HAMSATHVANI THALAM: ADI
ADDRESS BY THE CHIEF GUEST
7. PADAM: KULALISAl AMUTHUUDI  RACAM: SARUGES! THALAM: AD
8. THILLANA RAGAM: AMIR KALYANI THALAM: ADI
MANGALAM
NATTUVANGCAM
& CHOREOGRAPHY SRIMATHY GEETHA YOGENDRAN
VOCAL: SRIMATHI SASHIKALA MAHESWARAN
SRIMATHY SAROJA JEYARATNAM
MIRUDANGAM: SRI ANANDARAJAH SENATHIRAJAH
VIOLIN: SRIMATHI KAMALA SUNTHARALINGAM
VEENA! SRIMATHI SASHIKALA MAHESWARAN
FLUTE: SRI THAMBU SURENTHIRAN
SRUTHI: MISS. HARINI SIVALINGAM
MASTER OF CEREMONIES: SRIMATHI LEELA SIVENDRA  [ENGLISH!
SRI P, SRISKANTHAN {TAMIL)
PHOTOGRAPHY: SRI KATHIRGAMANATHAN
LIGHTINC & AUDIO: SRI RAVINDRAN
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2 \Q/ 5 WALLINGFORD ROAD. NORTH YORK, ONTARIO M3A 2V1 3853310

September 8, 1992

Sivajini Sivalingham
134 01d Sheppard Avenue
Willowdale, Ontario

Dear Sivajini:

I am very happy to have the opportunity to have
Sivanjini, a delightful young woman, as a student
at Victoria Park Secondary School. I am taking
this opportunity to thank her for the invitation
to attend her Arangetram.

I am a strong believer in maintaining cultural
traditions, especially artistic traditions that
give young people a sense of belonging and a
cultural identity.

I know that many hours of dedication have led to
this graduation ceremony and I am looking forward
to a very entertaining evening.

i

Ma e Bergevin
Vigezﬂrincipal

O
N1E
NORTH YORK
SCHOQLS
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My Guru

Today is a very happy and important day in my life-my
Bharatha Natya Arangetram day, and | am blessed with this
opportunity only as a result of total dedication from my
parents and my teacher.

My guru Shrimathi Geetha Yogendran is a very distinguished
and talented Bharatha Natyam dancer and teacher, and it is
my good fortune that | was able to receive my training from
her. She had her arangetram nearly two decades ago in Sri
Lanka. Shrimathi Geetha later studied and graduated in
Kuchipudi dance in 1973.

Shrimathi Geetha Yogendran founded Narthanalaya
(Canadian Centre for South Asian Dances) in Toronto in
1985 and a large number of students from the Greater
Toronto area are receiving dance training under her expert
guidance. Narthanalya, to its credit, has completed several
successful arangetrams.

| offer my prayersto the Lord at Richmond Hill Hindu Temple
for my Guru’s continued service to the community at large.

Sivajini Sivalingam
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Bharatha Natyam

Bharatha Natyam, a highly developed form of classical dance of South India, is believed
to be endowed with divine origin. It is essentially, a devotional art and an intricate part
of temple worship. It is an exhibition of virtuosity and a complete dedication to the Lord,
and is the symbol of the divine harmony of life. It stems from the appreciation that poetry
is a dance of words, drama a dance of events, and painting a dance of thoughts, dancing
is the perfect harmony of body and spirit. Dancing is beautified as the perfect harmony
of life and its perfection, the aesthetic delight. The three letter Bha Ra Tha which make up
the word Bharatha signify Bhava-Emotion, Raga-Melody, Thalam-Rhythm.

Bharatha Natyam is the mostdifficult, the most intricate and most graceful form of dancing
of its kind. It is one of the greatest arts that has been handed down from generation to
generation by artists in South India. In has to be practised with great earnestness and
presented with a great sense of devotion and dedication. The rigorous precision of foot and
hand movements, the eloquent range of facial expression, depicted through the eyes and
mouth, and the total linear consonance of body in exacting and exciting in its perfection.
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THANK YOU

Mr. & Mrs. Sivalingam , Sivajini and Harini
wish to thank

The Guru Srimathi Geetha Yogendran

All the Artists

James Karygiannis M.P., our Chief Guest
Scarborough Board of Education

Relatives, friends & well wishers who have
helped in various ways.

Rasu Sound & Lighting Productions

Asian Television Network for Video & Make up
Kathir & Paran for Photography
Manufactures of 'PORTELLO!

Reflex Printers

And last but not least every one of you
assembled tonight for gracing this occasion
with your presence
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