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Hon. Rohitha Bogollagama
Former Governor of Eastern Province of Sri Lanka
Former Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka and
Member of Parliament.

Commemorative Message of 30 years of

service by Mr. U.L.A. Azeez, Secretary to
the Chief Ministry of the Eastern Province
of Sri Lanka

On the occasion of 30 years of public service by Mr. U.L.A. Azeez, currently the
Secretary to the Chief Ministry of the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka, I take this
opportunity to issue a Commemorative Message complimenting the services
extended by Mr. U.L.A. Azeez, as a Government Servant for over three decades.
Mr. Azeez, has held important positions during his period and I personally re-call
his service during my Tenor as Governor of the Eastern Province of Sri Lanka.

During this period his exemplary conduct in thee discharge of his duties and
responsibilities was much to my admiration.

The corner stone of a public Servant’s conduct lies in the commitment towards
services to the Public at large wth integrity and equal honesty. I have witnessed
these charecteristics in Mr. Azeez’s career.

Eastern Province of Sri Lanka represents one sixth of Sri Lanka’s land mass and
diversity of population both ethnically and culturally. In administrating such a
Province a Public Servant needs to be above and should always possess qualities of
equality to all and discrimination to none. These qualities are represented in Mr.
Azeez’s routine discharge of his responsibilities.

In conclusion, T wish Mr. Azeez greater responsibilities in the future and good
health.
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9.

His Excellency Vice Admiral Mohan Wijewickrama, RSP
VSV USP nde, High Commissioner of Sri Lanka to the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan and the first Governor the
Eastern Province of Sri Lanka

I am pleased to send this message to the ¥
felicitation-special publication being put out as a §
tribute to the services rendered by  Mr. U.L.A.
Azeez, SLAS (Special Grade) to the Eastern
Provincial Council.

To my recollection, Mr. Azeez joined the Eastern
Provincial Council that came in to being in 2007
after the demerger of the Northern/Eastern
Provinces, from the district administration of Ampara where he functioned as an
Additional GA. I have known him from beginning of 2006 to 2015 as an honest,
loyal and hardworking officer.

During his attachment to the EPC he held number of important appointments finally
ending as the Secretary to the Ministry of Chief Minister.

At this time of his retirement after 35 of years of service, as a senior Special Grade
officer of the Sri Lanka Administrative Service, 1 wish him all the very best.

Vice ¢ | Mohan Wijewickrama, RSP VSV USP ndc

High \Comnyissioner of Sri Lanka to the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
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Mr. U.L.A. Azeez, SLAS (Special Grade)

A.R.M. Mohamed Saifullah, BA, MPA , PG Dip in Mgt., PG in
Development Studies

Coordinator, Forum of Eastern Province Hotel Associations
General Secretary, Trincomalee Hoteliers Association

It is with much pleasure, | deliver this message to the souvenir /magazine
published jointly by the Kinniya Youth Net and the KTV in collaboration with civil
societies of Kinniya and Addalaichenai in connection with the appreciation of
services rendered by Mr. U.L.A. Azeez, the Secretary to the Chief Minister and
Ministry of Local government & Tourism of Eastern Provincial Council in Sri
Lanka.

Though the Eastern Province had enormous potential for tourism development, it
has been lagging behind in developing and in promoting the tourism industry in
the province due to the prolonged ethnic conflict that lasted over three decades. It
is only in the recent past the tourism industries are getting attention of the
authorities, particularly from the tourism bureau which is functioning under the
Ministry of Local Government and Tourism, Eastern Province led by Mr. U.L.A.
Azeez, as its Secretary since 2012 to date.

I would like to highlight some of the critical steps taken to promote the industry by
the tourism bureau under the able guidance of Mr. U.L.A. Azeez, the secretary.
The programme launched by the bureau to promote the destination, the Eastern
Province, by printing and publishing numerous promotional materials and
hoardings etc. have been working very well in boosting visits by both the local and
the foreign visitors the province. '

Another programme launched by the bureau was sponsoring several exposure
visits to national and international exhibitions held in Colombo and other places for
the owners and the managers of hotels and other related service providers have
been very useful in preparing tourism related entrepreneurs to enhance and
expand the businesses. The other important programme; the capacity building of
hotel staff members in the Eastern Province conducted by the Tourism Bureau
has been a very successful initiative which filled the skills gaps hitherto prevailed
in the province by providing number of professional staff members for the industry.
These are few concrete actions/steps to mention among various other activities
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implemented by the Tourism Bureau under the Ministry of Local Government and
Tourism.

Further, it has been a pleasure on a personal and professional level to work with
him to address various problems and challenges the tourism industry faced in
particular and numerous other issues the province faced in general. He is well
known to me for a long period of time since we studied at the University. Since
then | have maintained a cordial relationship with him and | have closely worked
as a representative of a nongovernmental organization which engaged in
developing the pre-school education in the Eastern Province.

In conclusion, | take this opportunity to convey our profound thanks and
appreciations to Mr. U.L.A. Azeez, the Secretary to the Chief Minister of the
Eastern Provincial Councils for his excellent services provided to promote the
tourism industry in the Eastern Province. We look forward to work with him to
further strengthen and promote the tourism sector and other related development
activities

Thanks,
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