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FOREWORD.

(To the Revised Eaition)

Mr. Schaffter’s *“Manavar Manjari” meets. I believe
a long felt need.

Its style is simple but elegant and can easily be
understood by students of Tamil Literature in the Ele-

mentary and Middle classes of our schools.

The subject matter is of local interest and deals

with matters of daily activities of student life.

(Sgd:) T. H. Crossette, M. A., F.R. His. s.
Retired Vice-Principal
23rd Sept. 1933. St. John's College. Jaffna.

Zppreciations,

Revd; F. Kingsbury, B. A. Lecturer in Tamil, Ceylon
University College.

—_—

I have read Pandit A. J, Schaﬂ’ter’s ~MANAVAR
MANJARI " 5 Bouquet of Verses in Tamil.” Though
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the book is by a Pandit, it is not written in Pandit’s
Tamil i. e. in classical or highly literary style. ‘The
author never forgets that the book is for boys and girls
in Elementary and Secondary Schools and writes in
simple colloquial Tamil. The contents of the book
reveal a variety of subjects. While religious and moral
lessons are not forgotten, the book contains not a few
songs on work and play, on beasts and birds and on

plants and flowers. The book is well printed on good

e (Sgd:) Prancis Kingsbury
Ceylon University College,
Colombo,
July, 193T.

1 have read with interest Pandit A. J. Schaffters
“ Manavar Manjari” or “Garland ef Verses for Stu-
dents.” As he says in his preface Mr. Schaffter has
written this book in order that it may serve as a key
to the great store-house of knowledge the illustrious

authors of the Tamil land have Teft for us.

II1

The cry is raised on every side hat oui- rising
generation at any rate should be encouraged to take
#eriously to the study of the Tamil language and liter-
ature. But beyond a few suggestions nothing practical
has so far been done towards the realisation of this
object.- Mr. Schaffter after an experience of very
nearly a quarter of a century as a Tamil Pandit in some
of the leading Schools and Colleges has brought out
this Garland of Verses as a means of c¢reating interest
in the study of Tamil among boys and girls who have

very little time to set apart for this useful purpose.

. The book contains a variety of subjects and is
written to simple and colloquial Tamil. I understand
that the book has already been introduced into some

Schools and wish it all success.

(Sgd:) M. N. Thamotheram,
Tamil Interpreter to the Governor
and

Chief Translator to the Govt.
Governor’s Office,

Colombo.
10th Feby. 1932.
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jooks as will grip their attention and enable them to
vélop their powers of imagination. The verses are
ritten in simple language and are easily intelligible.

Appreciation by Mr. A. R. 8. Ratnam, B. A. (London), }
Royal College, Colombo,

(Some time Acting Divisional Inspector of Schools) |
by, (Sgd:) K. S. Rajasingahm

overnment Bilingual School, Head Master.
Wekande.

I have read With great interest '‘ Manavar Man- ‘
jari”. It is essentially a children’s book, dealing with
topics which come within their experience. At the
same time, the poems have a beauty of their own. The
great merit of the collection seems to my mind to lie in l
the choice of themes, lighter than those of classical |
Tamil Poetry usually placed before children. They are
sure to be delighted with it.

" Appreciation by the Revd: J, Barnabas, B, A., B. D,

F."{' I have perused Mr Schaffter’s excellent little book
;.f Tamil Verse. It consists of three parts graded and
well adapted for use as 8 text book in schools. The q
"'.'_I' merit of the book in my opinion lies in the fact
that the themes of which a great many are drawn from
“Bnglish Literature, Ceylon History and Ceylon Life are
“of nasural interest to children.

srivasi,
Mount Lavinia, (Sgd:) A. R. S. Ratnam.
8th February, 1932.

“ Manavar Manjari” or “Bouquet of Verses ”

by A. J.Sehaffter. J t- Thomas' College, (Segd:) J, Barnabas.

Mount Lavinia, Assistant Master.
This little collection of verses differs I believe from }
others in the attempt made to include in it religious, T e
moral and action songs. and should prove useful to .
4 I have had the pleasure of runhing over Mr, A, J!

Kindergarten Tamil teachers in the Island, : /
‘Behaffrer’s * Manavar Manjari ¥, a Bouquet of Tamil

The author realises the impertance of placing in warsma ‘The book is intended for boys and girls who
the hands of Tamil children in English Schools such

f 5
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speak Tamil and it well serves its purpose. The lan-
guage is simple and the subjects are varied, and there
is a departure and a very desirable departure from the
mode of usual and traditional, Tamil Verses. The brlmk
is bound to be popular for the author has tried to view
his subjecis from the point of view of the young and not
of the adults. We wish we had more of Anuradhapura.
Duttugemunu and his compatriots ancient and modern
than of Rome and Horatius and the Sabines. The book
however supplies along-felt need of Tamil teac.hers
who are anxiously leoking for poetry books written
in simple language and dealing with familiar and
concrete subjeects.

(Sgd:) J. C. Amarasingham, B, A.

Principal.
Tellippallai Training School.

Mount Lavinia.

Scheol children it is said are a discovery of the
West. In the wide range of Hastern Literature there
is abundance of reference to babyhood and infancy on
one side and disciples of a priest or Guru on the other,
but there is a marked dearth of allusion to what ou'ght
to intervene between the two, namely to boys and girls

of school-going age.

VII

In the Indian map of life the entire tenure is divid-
ed into three periods, namely pupilage, citizenship and
© asceticism or pilgrimage. The first period of pupilage

which one would expect to cover the Kindergarten age
| does not mean attending school in our modern sense ;
It means serving a term of discipleship to a holy sage or
hermit who had renounced all the worldly entangle-
ments of Mun, Pen and Pon. True to reality one does
not find in the Wastern Literature and the Eastern
'Theatre that reflect Indian life anything corresponding
to Children’s books in English that constitute a body of
such attractive literature covering from the cradle to
the Kindergarten,

In a small way Mr. A. J. Schaffter has tried to
" Supply this large gap by his composition “ Manavar
Manjari”. The author is a Pandit and the son of a
Pandir. We fear our modern age of doubt and denial

will question true poetic inspiration running as a
family inheritance, bat there is some warrant for it in
the East and West alike if any truth is embodied by
Buch maxims as ‘“poets are not made ete”. In what-
éver spirit of high poetry or humbler afflatus inherited
the author has added undoubted experience of his own
that he has gathered froma long period of teaching Tam-
il to Junior Classes in Zahira College, Ananda College
and last in S, Thomas Collegs where he also holds an
Asgistant Mastership in English.
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The result of such combination lies before usin 160
well printed pages priced at One Rupee, of clever; happy
and animated renderings of some stories and peems of nu.
rsery thymes and children’s books. We recommend the
book to the use of our Junior Classes and compliment i
the author on his achievement of so much successinsuch |

|

A, 8. Gurusamy, i
Advocate |
|

an original and pioneer undretaking.

I have seen Mr: A. J. Sehaffter’s book " MANAVAR ¥
MANJARI . This book is divided into three parts. i
Part1 consists of songs in tunes popular with and fami-
liar to the masses. These are bound to attract the atten-

tion of children.

Parts 1T and T1Ishow considerable skill and are eom
posed in classical metres theugh the language employed

is simple and homely.

(Sgd:) Jne. V. Daniel,
70, Glennie Street, Ex-Manager of Schools.

Slave island
12th Feby: 1932.
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I have perused a copy of * Manavar Manjari . Mr:
Schaffter has conferred a boon on children to whem this
book would prove a great blessing, Tt will also ease the
lot of the teacher. It is a .recngnised fact that familiar
objects draw the attention of the childr-n and keep them

interested.

This “ Bouguet of Varses ” has been written by one
who has studied the mind of child and by long ex-
perience has found out the best method of holding irs
attention and interest. This book seeks to interest,

amuse, elevate and instruct. It supplies a long felt want

and should be readily welcomed in all our schools.

(5gd: ) A. A. Muthiah,
(Mrs: J. C. Muthiah }

Senior Tamil Mistress.

Ladies’ College,

28 th January 1932,

im Foundation.
inaham.org
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