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To help Fatima Giri at its start, the late Father
Asirvatham. whose memory will ever remain dear to us,
undertook at our request the translation of this book.

This Marian Year is privileged to see the first publi-
<cation of it. May Our Lady appear in a special way
through this book to her Tamil children too, during this
year full of her blessings.

: We are especially happy that this year is also another
-great year for us. In Jaffna and in the sanctuary of Our
Lady of Madhu special services are held to thank God
and the Blessed Virgin for the great blessings bestowed

-on us during the last twenty five years of our Bishop’s
Espiscopate. We, at Fatima Giri, owe much to His
Lordship. Without Bishop Guyomar’s approval and
encouragement Fatima Giri would not have been what it
is to-day. We will never forget what interest he has
always shown in the growing of this humble sanctuary.
Now too we receive from him the greatest encourage-
ment for the publication of this book. Then it i to this

Kind Father, :
In this Marian Year,
In this twenty fifth year of
HIS EPISCOPAL CONSECRATION,
as a token of GRATITUDE,
like a SPIRITUAL BOUQUIET.
with a promise of doing our best in our lives
for the BLESSED VIRGIN
he has served so well as a Bishop,
that we offer this book.

And we ask God
to make this little book travel
to all the corners of this diocese of Jaffna,
of this Island of Ceylon,
of all the countries
where the Tamil language is spoken,
for the greatest spiritual happiness
of all our Tamil brethren.
H. G

The Pm:-ish.Priest.
Fatima Giri.
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FOREWORD

At last we offer to the Tamil public the translation
of the interesting book on Fatima written in French
by canon Barthas : “There were three little children ”’
It is due to the pen of the regretted Father Asirvatham
who put his heart into the work just as he did for every-
thing that concerned the Blessed Virgin, The story
described in these pages is the story of 3 little shepherds
who were favoured with apparitions of the Blessed Virgin
who made use of them to publish a message to the world;
it is also an account of the reactions in the souls of these
«children to the wonderful events that had come into their
jives. .

Our Lady of Fatima, like Our Lady of Lourdes, is
known all over the world to-day but her message under
the name of Our Lady of the Rosary, appealing to the
world for prayer and penance is not vet sufficiently
realized. In reading the book, the circumstances in which
‘the message is proclaimed appear to us in their special
significance, the atmosphere which surrounds the events
of Fatima helps us to understand fully the meaning of the
apparitions, we feel that we know something more ahout
the dealings of the Blessed Virgin with the world. and
our devotion to the Mother of God grows more intense
as a result.

The three little shepherds offer us, but especially to
«children, splendid lessons in the virtues, how we should
recite the Rosary and pray for the conversion of sin ners,
how we should practise penance and do sacrifices, how
we should obey God’s Will in everything. What a mine
of fine illustrations for teachers to be used in their
teaching | What an impressive reading for adults and
grown ups, what an interesting book for parents!

We hope to see it in every Catholic household where
‘Our Lady of Fatima is held in honour and we pray that
many blessings may follow in its circulation.

B J. A. Guyomar Q. M, L.
Bishop of Jaffna.
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