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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Mrs. Valliammai Arulpiragasam also known as Mathurai
Meenachi Born on 17.05.1939 under star Parani in mesha Rasi with
Numerological Number 8 for date and Index No. of date of Birth,
during the saturn 7 1/2 period.

She was the only child of late Mr. Shanmugam Velupillai
Shanmugampillai of ‘Kugasthan’ Kokuvil - West, Kokuvil, Jaffna -
Northern Province, Sri Lanka (Ceylon) who decended from the famous
Vidanai (Grama-sevaka) family and had several business
Establishments in Colombo and Negombo and also had coconut
plantations and house in Demanhandiya-Negombo and to Rasamma
daughter of Chelliah of Kokuvil. This couple did not have children
for many years. They visited Hindu shrines severel times in Ceylon
and India. Made lot of renovations to the Manchavanapathy temple in
Kokuvil - West, put up a Santhaana gopala (Lord Krishna) Shrine in
this temple, continued annual poojas requesting for progeny. After
few years Mrs. Rasamma conceived a child. The couple made one of
the largest decorative temple Chariot with Historical carvings for
Lord Murugan of this temple at their own expence by getting sculpters
from India. During this period Valliammai was born. For the first
running of the Chariot (Velloddam) the child was brought for Lord
Murugan’s blessings. Thereafter they bought Lands for the path to
run the chariot and built a building to house the chariot. Opened a
trust in the name of Valliammai for the maintanance festival. Chariot
festival had been conducted for the last several years upto 1997.

Valliammai started her education in Ramanathan College at
Maradanamadam, Jaffna, where she learnt Music & Dance as well.
She had religous studies too. She learnt Periyapuranam,
Kandapuranam, Mahabharatham & Geethai from Kumaraswamy

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Pulavar and Mr. C. Ponnampalam Ayurvedic physician both of
Kokuvil. She had fair knowledge of astrology and Ayurvedam too.

During Holidays she joins her father to the Coconut Estates
in Negombo. There she learnt to speak Sinhala fluently. She did
accompany her father in several visits to shrines in India including
Kasi, Rameswaram and dips in ganges there. Fasted and visited
Kataragama almost every year.

Her registration of marriage took place on the 1st of December
1954 to Dr. R. Arulpiragasam M.B.B.S. (Cey) Son of Chellappah
Rajaratnam (Retired P.W.D overseer) and Thangammah of ‘Sivasthan’
Anaicoddai and had their Hindu ritual Ceremony on the 9th of April
1955. Thereafter accompanied her husband to his work places in
differentt parts of the Island. She had seven children, (six boys and a
girl). Most of her time was spent in ‘Kugasthan’ Kokuvil-West
Kokuvil in the interest of children's education. She assisted them in
there basic education and encouraged them in Religious education
and sports as well.

All children had their education in Kokuvil Hindu College.
Pirabaharan born in 1958 proceeded to United Kingdom for higher
education did B.Sc Chemical Engineering and returned to Sri Lanka.
But due to Country’s crisis left to United States of America got
Employed and got married in 1986.

Muraleetharan born in 1959 after his college education
Qualified as on Automobile Engineer . Kirupabakthy born in 1961
finished her education and got married to Dr. T. Swargaloganathan
M.B.B.S. (Cey) in 1989 and is blessed with four sons. Thayaparan
born in 1963 proceeded to USA for further education and qualified
as Computer Engineer and did MBA.
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In 1965 Raviharan was born who had additional Education
in St. Johns Academy and was previledged to join Australian
University but his life ended following a swimming pool accident on
the 2nd of February 1993. Born i 1967 is Jayenthiran who 1s having
his own business, Technical Enterprises in Colombo at Peoples Park
Complex, Colombo 11, The youngest and the Wittiest Shunmugaraj
was born in 1969 migrated to Switzerland and from there to Canada
where he received his Technical Qualifications and running his Video
& Audio Services.

She was like a Lighted lamp to the relatives, friends and
neighbours. gave comfort, advice when needed and comforted them
in their sorows. Any one in need was entertained & helped . During
her period she lost her Father-in-law in 1959, Mother-in-law in 1967,
Mother in 1968 and father in 1970, In spite of all there she look care
of children observed meditation, fasting & Poojas for temples around
house (Varahi Amman, Gnana Vairavar, Pidart Amman) Vinayagar,
Manchavana pathy, Sellachenathi, Kataragama and also visited holy
Shrines in India. During the parents sickness she looked often them

- and after their death she continued performing their annual religious
rites until her death.

She became sickly in 1991. she came to Colombo for check-
up and treatment. The first blow came in 1993 when her loving son
Raviharan died in Australia. Her condition was bad. she was
hospitalised treatment for in Jaffna Hospital. When fully recovered
she came to Colombo. She was at Ragama with her daughter and
family. In 1994 she joined her eldest son and family in USA and also
with her son Thayaparan for one year. From here she visited her
youngest son in Canada, got him married and returned to Sri Lanka
to her daughter & family and son. During this period her husband
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joined her from north. and stayed with her eldest son & family. Both
left to USA in Dec 1996 Here she arranged a marriage for son
Thayaparan and had the wedding in Canada. Met most of her relatives
and friends in Canada returned to New jercy and was with the new
couple till May & returned to Sr1 Lanka.

Her youngest son in Canada met with an accident and by god
grace hiving still. She paid homage to holy Kataragama Shrine with
relatives and made offerings. by carrying Lighted Camphor pot on
head inside temple premises and offered meals to the devotees.

In 1997, followed was a Lorry Accident news of her daughter at
Wattala. She is presently sound in health.

With all this she arrange marriage for her son Jayenthiran in
Colombo which took place on 4th Dec 1997 followed by her daughters
confirment in January 1998. which ended in operation.

In spite of consultation and treatment her health was
deteriorating on one side and was hospitalised on 6th of April 1998
in Bed No. 8 Intensive care Unit at Nawaloka. She was called to rest
in peace on the 8th of April. Lord Saturn entering the mid third phase
of 7 1/2 year period.

She was one of the most courages, determined and
sympathetic Lady. Left us, to join the hands of god with her Thali &
Thilakam & Flowers which is considered to be a great blessing.

May her soul Rest in Peace.

Dr. R.ARULPIRAGASAM
Loving Husband
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Heartfelt Gratitude

We Sincerely Thank the Clergies, State officials, Relations and friends
who attended the funeral, Sent Sympathy Cards, Messages of Condolence,
and helped us in Numerous other ways During our period of grief . We also
thank those who attended the Aims giving Pooja and joined us in Lunch there-
after on the 8th of May 1998, and to those who helped to Print this book in
good Manner.

We regret our inability to thank Personaly.

Dr, R. Arulpiragasam & Family
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