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¥*GOVT AGENT'S DIARY
Sept. 18th, 1903,

59-Site of Palace of Jaffna King, Nallur

I also went to see the site of the palace of the
Jaffna King at Nallur off the Pt. Pedro Road. It
is called ‘“Sangili Toppa’ after the last king who
reigned at Jaffna whose name is said to have been
Sangili and is now temple property. The buildings
of the palace and a temple were destroyed by the
Poriuguese. There is an old gateway at the entrance
which is evidently the work of the Duteh and the......
line of a house to which it led which was also I
have no doubt Dutch. This gateway which is in fairly
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good condifion should in my opinion be acquired by
Government and repaired. It would not cost much.
The explanation of the existencs of the Duteh build-
irgs is I think to be found in the fact that the
Dutch Company apparently had their head-quarters
or perhaps the Commander's country house at Nallur.
The * Beventy two orders” as they are called being
76 in numbar were signed in 1704 at Jaffna City of
“the Master of the Guitar on the Government
Gardens at Nellore.”

60-Jamnari Tank

There is a tank (separated from this garden by
a paddy field) called “Jamnari” which is said to
have besen constructed by the Tamil Kings for the
use of their families, with two descants to i one
for men and one four women. It is further said
that water for it was brought from the Jamna river
in India, hence the name “Jamma Tank” to hallow
it, It is of reetangular shap: with a platform in
the middle of one side on which there was {ormerly
a building of some kind.

October 1906 1. Dutch Gateway Nallur

Completed acquisition of old Dufch Gateway of
Nallur on the site of the [ormer palacs of the Jaffna
kings. My aws+¢ agreed to by the elaimants is Rs. 10-.

J. P. LEWI3,
G. A., Jaffna,
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At Nellore (Nallur), which is a suburb of Jaffna
is the site of the palace of the former Tamil Rajas.
Tt is known as ¢ Sangili Topp ™', which name is
derived from that of the last king, which was Sankili,
On this land iz a fank ecalled Yamuneri, which was
constructed by the Tamil Kings * [or the use of their
families ™, d0 I was Foldec.ocnis e

The buildings of the palace were destroyed by
the Portuguese. The dutch seem to have built a Govern-
ment House on the site, and the entrance gateway
remains — a large sgemi circular arched doorway,
surmounted by a brick pediment and gable of an
unmistakably Dutch type, but sometimes, on account
of ils position, claimed as a porticn of the remains
of the palace of the Tamil kings,

The Cevlon Antiquary and Literary Register
Vol. Il, Part 1I—1916, Page 98.
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