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KEETHARASA MANJARI

PREFACE

I have much pleasure in presenting the Tamil
speaking public with this garland of moral songs
which, though by no means fit to be valued as a
classical work, can yet be said to form an addi-
tion to the class of healthy Tamil literature.
That music, both voecal and instrumental, has great
charms for the Tamil mind, is an oft-repeated and
well-known fact, in which every Tamil should take
a noble pride. To this fact, coupled with the
peculiar adaptability of Tamil for metrical purposes
must be attributed the existence in Tamil of the-
large number of works in verse, the happy posses-
sion of which, I believe, is the lot of very  few
other cultured languages, ancient or modem.

The object of this small hook is threefold :—
to give the Tamil people a number of songs which-
all persons can sing without polluting their morals.
to elevate the people by drawing their attention
to certain reforms our country stands in urgent
need of, and to inspire the educated classes with.
a desire to cultivate the art of music.

The nature of my present work is sueh that
I think no apology is needed for offering it to-
the public. I claim it to be unique, at least as
far as Jaffna is concerned ; for, without following
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SINTHANAI CHOLAT

the beaten track of composing lyrics on personal,
religious or dramatic themes, which have had, at
any rate, a portion of their share of attention at
far worthier hands than mine, and in spite of the
thought that praising God is the noblest use to
which the poetic genius of one can be put, my
muse has preferred to sing on subjects of moral
and general utility, the verses on which can be
used irrespective of creed. A brief history of how
this garland of moral songs came to be composed
.cannot but beinteresting to the readers. About
two vears ago, when the late C. B. Kumaraculasinghe,
Esq., University Scholar of 1899, whose untimely
~and most lamented death since has been universally
felt to be a great public calamity, was in Jaffna
gpending his holidays in the midst of his relatives
and friends, prior to his departure to KEngland to
begin his short-lived scholastic career at Oxford, he
drew my attention to the great need there was in
Jaffna for a number of Iyries of this kind on
_subjects of social and literary interest, treated in
a liberal and progreseive spirit, and suggested to
me the desirability of my attempting to supply
the demand. Not resting content with a mere
suggestion, young Kumaraculasinghe to whose fine
taste, high character and noble accomplishments I
thave pmd a tnlmtc in my memorial songs to him,
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EKEETHARASA MANJART

urged me on to undertake the task by assigning
subjects for the composition of some of the songs.
I shall never forget the earnest words of encourage-
ment with which on a pleasant sunny day’s even-
ing, as we were out for a walk through the green
tields lying about a mile away from home, he
impelled me to undertake the arduous task., When
I expressed my shyness and diffidence at the idea
of presuming to pose ax a poet in a country
where there were many far abler and more experi-
enced than my humble self the young man said,
“ The old order changeth yielding place to new.”
There is a new and appreciative audience in the
modern educated Jaffna which wants a poet of
exactly vour temperament, talents and views. Don’t
despair. Begin work at once.” It is a source of
the deepest regret to me that he, at whose request
this small work was begun, is not living to cheer
me with his hearty congratulations on the success-
ful completion of it.

Great attention has been vpaid to the selection:
of the subjects, which are of permanent and varied
interést. No pains have been spared to present in
their true colours some of the evils that eat into
the vitals of our society, a thorough reform in
which modern, progressive Jaffna can ill afford to
delay even for a moment. As the number of
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SINTHANAT CHOLAI

important topics cannot bs exhausted in a list of
but thirty-two pieces, only those that pressed
themselves most on my attention Jhave been selected
for composition. T hope that those who differ from
me in any of the sentiments expressed in the songs
will do so in kindness and sympathy, which, after
all, are the emblems of hearts great and true.

Onc  great diffieulty T have cxperienced in
connexion with the task, and which T am sure every
composer of Tamil songs will understand and
sympathise with me in, is the selection of tunes.
There seems to be an ever inereasing aversion in
Jaffna to the old tunes which our forefathers relished
immensely, and. a craving for Parsee. Hindustani
and other foreign airs, with which the musical
atmosphere of Jaffna has  become surcharged with
the influx of the Indian dramatic companies, which
I wish to say, en passani, are a menace to the
morals of Jaffna. Tt is amusing and pathetic to
notice that ninety per cent of those  who
profess to know thess foreign airs only spoil their
purity and sweetness, and cannot sing them with
the finish and polish of Indian singers.  Warmly
as I admire these foreign airs for their charming
exquisiteness and power, for the subtle manner in
which they touch the tenderer emotions of the
snind, I cannot ‘agree with those who think, that
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KEETHARASA MANJARIL

the old tunes so familiar to our ecars should give
place to new ones. On the contrary, I am firmly
of opinion that some of our old tunes can never
be surpassed by any mnew air for their simple
pathos and natural grace. It must be borme in
mind that the effect of a song depends more on
the manner in which it is sung than on the tune
to which it is set, or the elegance and excellence
of its compositions. Many a heautifully composed
song may produce a grating effect on the ears of
the hearers owing to the inefficiency of the singer.
I have, therefore, deemed it expedient to select
the tunmes out of the old and new sets, so that
the admirers of the old tunes, as well as the lovers
of the new ones, may be satisfied.

T should feel amply gratified indeed. if this
work will ereate in its readers a desire to excel
in music the noblest and most delightful of arts
and the constant vocation of the angels of heaven.
I cannot help deploring the great lack of interest
our peaple manifest in the eecquisition of music as
an art. There are very few in this country who
can sing Tamil lyrics with offect; and I do not
think we can expeect any improvement in this diree-
tion, till the educated classes of Jaffna take the
initiative in learning music as a fine art ; till they,
like the people of the West, consider musiec as a
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sine qua non for the happiness of every home, andi
take it up as the legitimate work of every indivi-
dual without relegating it to nautch girls and other
persons of ill repute, as if it were an accomplish-
ment of which a gentleman must be ashamed.
There is a serious defect even in the professional
native singers of Ceylon and India. and that is
the entire absence of grace in their performance.
How often have I noticed with digust the distorted
features and ugly grimaces of the native profess-
ionals, who think nothing of the positive sin they
commit against good taste when they treat aw
audience to their otherwise excellent music! Open-
ing the mouth too wide, shaking the hcad and
the legs as if the singer is suffering from fiits,
putting on a melancholy appearance as if the per-
former is under some painful affliction or as if he
18 weeping, moving to and fro and assuming awk-
ward postures are revolting to the taste of cultured
men, and should be carefully guarded against by
those who wish to be good singers.

I think it is quite fitting that I should avail
myself of this opportunity of paying a humble
tribute of my respect, love and admiration for the
late J. R. Arnold, Esq; by inseribing this garland
of moral songs to his memory, which as that of
one who, by his enoble and successful labours im
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the cause of the Iliterature and morals of the
Tamils for nearly half a century, has left his
name a household word in Jaffna, justly deserves
to be enshrined in the hearts of the Tamil nation.

I am deeply indebted to C. W. Cathiravelu
Pillai, Esq., Retired Police Magistrate, for his in-
troduction in Tamil. T consider it to be of special
value both on account of his distinguished scholar-
ship in Tamil, English and Sanscrit, and in view
of the fact that though every available moment of
his time just now is taken up with the great work
of his Tamil Dictionary, he has yet spared some
time to look into this little book and express his
approval of it in his chastely written introduction
‘which, T think, is an ornament to this work.

In conclusion, I hope this little attempt to
bring joy and purity into the Tamil homes will
be most warmly welecomed by all who love good
morals and the angelic and heavenly gift of music.

May God bless this book, and make it an
instrument  of great good to all Tamil-speaking
people, is my fervent prayer,

Tellippalai, Jaffna. )

r 5 H.OT,
Detober 17, 1901, | H. T. TAYLOR.
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