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Bishop of Jaffne

Rt. Rev. Dr. Justin B. Gnanapragasam
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Message from the Bishop of Jaffna

I am very pleased to know that Kayts St. Antony’s Church parish house has been renovated
and is to be declared open closer to the feast of St. Antony in June this year. | wish to congratulate
the parishioners and all those who contributed immensely for this project.

The old parish house was built in 1912 by an Irish priest, Revd. Fr. William Owen OMI,
who was the parish priest at that time. It was he who inspired a young man, Victor Rajanayagam
to pursue priestly ministry and he became the first priest of the church. Then, we have Rt.
Revd. Dr. Thomas Savundaranayagam, Bishop Emeritus, from the parish.

This parish house was used by several Rectors of St. Antony’s college who found it very
comfortable as it was closer to the sea. Several parish priests also occupied and it has been a
very comfortable residence for them. As a young boy, | have seen priests living there and
serving the community. Recently the different parish priests made every effort to renovate this
with the help of the parishioners

I wish to congratulate the Canada Kayts East community for shouldering a major part of the
repairs. God willing this house will be used for religious purposes and also to conduct seminars
for various groups. | wish God’s blessings on all those who worked hard towards renovating
the parish house beautifully. May St. Antony protect you and intercede for you all.

Yours devotedly in the Lord & MI

Rt. Revd. Dr. Justin B. Gnanapragasam
Bishop of Jaffha
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Bishop Emeritus

Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Savundaranayagam
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Message from Emeritus Bishop of Jaffna

Rt.Revd.Dr. Emmanuel Thomas Savundranayagam

We are very happy to honour the opening of the renovated parish house at “Kayts Island “
East. For a long time the people have been expecting the opening of the new parish house in the
East street Kayts. The people of St. Antony’s church worked hard for the renovation of the
parish house in the East of Kayts of St. Antony’s church.

On this occasion, also rejoice with the parish priest and the people of Kayts for the big and
beautiful house at St. Antony’s church Kayts. It can accommodate many people on festive
occasion. During the period 1911 -1913, Revd. Fr. Owen William was the parish priest of
Kayts and he was instrumental for constructing a residence for the priests adjoining the church.

Finally thank the parish priest and all those who tirelessly worked for the opening of this
house. May the joy of our Lord Jesus Christ will always keep this dwelling place a happy
home.

(PP N anU«-’?"@‘a’“"‘ﬂ-

Rt. Revd. Dr. Thomas Savundranayagam
The Bishop Emeritus
The diocese of Jaffna.
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Renovated Presbytery of St. Antony’s Church, Kayts
A Monumental Presentation to the Diocese of Jaffna

| am very pleased to pen these lines on the occasion of the opening of
the newly renovated Presbytery of St. Antony’s Church, Kayts.

According to the historical reports the parish house was built during
the period 1911 — 1913 when Rev. Fr. Owen William was the Parish Priest
of Kayts. Therefore, the parish house is more than 110 years old. Due to
the long period of war and repeated displacements of people the house was
neglected without proper maintenance, and was almost in ruins for the last
SO many years.

In the meantime, St. Antony’s Church celebrated its 200" anniversary in 2020 remembering
its graceful beginning in 1820 when it served as the Mission Church not only for the island of
Kayts but also for the islands around it. Following the bicentenary celebrations, the parishioners
of St. Antony’s Church took a courageous and timely decision to renovate the presbytery with
their generous contributions.

As aresult of this the parish house is beautifully renovated and has been made to be a place
of elegant and graceful residence.

| appreciate and congratulate all those who are instrumental for this historical work of
renovation through their generous contribution and support in various ways. | also thank them
for maintaining the architectural structure of the original construction which truly brings the
nobility and dignity of the presbytery.

The newly renovated presbytery is a house surrounded with serene environment and gorgeous
beauty of nature. It will surely be an honour and privilege for anyone who is going to occupy
this house.

Once again, my greetings and appreciations to all the parishioners of St. Antony’s Church,
Kayts for their valuable contribution to the diocese of Jaffna by presenting this monumental
presbytery.

Very Revd. Fr. P. J. Jebaratnam
Vicar General
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Greetings from Rev. Mons. Camillus Johnpillai

Vatican, 7 April 2022

Subsequent to the Bicentennial Celebration of St. Antony’s Church
(1820-2020) in Kayts, once again, | am pleased to send my warmest
greetings to all the parishioners.

It is edifying to learn of the initiative of the Christian faithful
belonging to St. Anthony’s Church to renovate the existing Parish House
in order to better serve the needs of the parish community. Thanks to
the generosity of the benefactors, especially those belonging to St.
Antony’s Church, this project has now become a reality. The renovated
Parish House is a concrete expression of their love for the Church. May God bless them
all.

Each time when | visit the St. Anthony’s Basilica in Padua, old memories of Kayts
come back and where | had developed my devotion to St. Antony.

As preparations are underway for the opening of the Parish House, | would like to
express my heartfelt thanks to Fr. S.J.Q. Jeyaranjan the Parish Priest and the Church
Committee Members for their concerted efforts for the successful completion of this work.

I wish and pray that this special occasion may help all the Christian faithful in Kayts to
grow in their devotion to St. Antony and to ask for his intercession in their needs.

Moreover, may St. Antony obtain for us the choicest blessings of the heavenly Father
who calls us to a life of faith, imitating Christ ‘the pioneer and perfector of our faith’.

Rev. Mons. Camillus Johnpillai
Office Head

Dicastery for Evangelisation

00120 Vatican City
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As our universal church is making its efforts to make our Church a synodal one, | find that
the concept of synodality is already in practice at St. Antony’s parish. Synodality involves
communion, participation and mission. St Antony’s church community is united not only in the
locality, but also has the ability to unite its parishioners all over the world. This means that it
has the ability to persuade everyone to participate in its activities and move forward towards
the mission. While congratulating its heroic efforts in the renovation of the Church as well the
parish house, | earnestly request them also to make their contribution towards the education of
its children both by assisting St. Antony’s college in its further development and to assist the
parish priest towards assisting the poor students of the area.

Rev Fr. Manuelpillai David
Dean of the Islands
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| express my profound gratitude to everyone from home and abroad for rendering your
generosity for the Renovated Parish House to be splendid. Hearty thanks go to all coordinators
and collaborators. Let us continue to grow in our concerted efforts for the betterment of the
Church and the Parish House. May our Heavenly Patron powerfully intercede for all of us!
May the blessings of the Almighty God be showered upon us always and everywhere.

‘@epwerLileh BlenevsElpLiGLmd @evnuwndr Qupdl®Geaurib?

@evpueniluiled 2yevrLjL_a,

Fr.S.J.Q. Jeyaranjan,
Parish Priest, Kayts
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In the Development of Church Parish House...

| take this opportunity to write down a few words regarding St. Antony’s Church Parish
House, which is situated just infront of our college. We have been maintaining a special link
with our St. Antony’s Church for a few decades, as we fulfill all our spiritual oriented matters
in the church itself. Though the church takes priority in that spot, the parish house that is
annexed with it, gives sound beauty for everyone. The parish house also has its own history. In
the past many Rev. Fathers, who were as Rectors, stayed there and did their mission profoundly.

This year the parishioners commemorate 110 year for this parish house. On this occasion |
convey my good wishes to everyone associated with the parish house, especially the parish
priest, parish committee, parishioners and devotees who make the parish house very
accommodative for everyone.

Finally, I join with you all in praying that God may bless and empower you all!

Rev. Fr. M. Anton Amalathas
Rector
St. Anthony’s College, Kayts.
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Felicitations from a Former Pastor

Congratulations on the opening of the renovated Parish House at St.
Antony’s Church, Kayts! With immense joy, | take this opportunity to
appreciate the coordinators of this collaborative project.

It is really wonderful that we are still living with people who love to
preserve the beautiful old signs of our heritage, especially our 110-year-
old Mission House. The people of East Street are remarkable in desiring
to renovate this Old House into a New Home for the priests, and to
maintain a Library with historical records, while some struggle even to
maintain church buildings.

Often our Bishop mentions that in the past, this Mission House was the residence of
former Rectors of St. Antony’s College, Kayts. It is hoped that this renovation would lead
to the presence again of priests in the Mission House.

I am glad that once | was guiding this team of collaborators. It’s really beautiful that
many have volunteered and contributed for this construction.

May God shower His blessings on all your families and all your endeavours and may
our patron, St. Antony of Padua, continue to intercede for us in the presence of the Almighty.

Rev.Fr. A. Mac Mayooran

J/St.James’ MahaVidyalayam
Jaffna.
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Message of Felicitation

It gives me immense joy to send this message of felicitation at the
opening of the renovated Parish House of St Anthony’s Church, Kayts on
11% June 2022 in commemoration of its 110" Anniversary. This historic
building which was built in 1912 by Fr. Owen William, a European
Missionary, then Parish Priest, has served as residence to many eminent
priests, including future Bishops of the Diocese, when they served as Parish
Priest and Rectors of St. Anthony’s College, my own alma mater. From
the annals of history, it may be gleaned that St. Anthony’s Church
functioned, for a long period, as the administrative Centre for the Catholics
of the whole of Kayts as well as for the adjoining islands of the Diocese of Jaffna.

Due to the ravages of war over 30 long years and due to neglect since 1975, the last Rector
to reside there being Fr. B. Soosaipillai, the building was totally rendered unusable and could
not be demolished either, as it is vested with the Archeological Department due to its antiquity
and the scenic surrounding. A new parish house too cannot be built in the vicinity due to its
proximity to the seashore. Thus, the onus of renovating it fell on those responsible and Fr. P. F.
Rajasingham, then Parish Priest began the work in 2017 which was continued by his successors
Frs. Mac Mayooran and S. J. Q. Jeyaranjan, the present Parish Priest. With the unstinted support
of the parishioners and generous financial assistance of Canada, Kayts East Committee and the
parishioners living worldwide the project is now completed and well furnished with all facilities.

Customarily, in the by gone days, the parish house was used rotationally as the Parish Priest
moved from church to church for the feast. The last Parish Priest to have resided there was Fr.
S. A. Gnanapragasam and his successor Rev. Fr. M. Mariampillai started to reside permanently
at St. Mary’s Church parish house. As the parish house is also a place where the parish community
finds a ‘common home,” not only for spiritual needs but also for community building, educational
and for recreational activities, this renovated parish house may be used as a ‘Community Centre’
to serve the parish community. That is the aspiration of all those who have contributed immensely
to the renovation of this historic building. | wish and pray that their aspirations be considered
favourably and projects implemented to the satisfaction and benefit of all concerned.

Fr. Jeyaraj Rasiah, SJ
Jesuit Residence,

105 Power House Road,
Trincomalee,

Sri Lanka.
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Message from Rev. Fr. Charles Collins

Dear Parishioners of St. Anthony’s Church, Kayts.

| hereby extend my affectionate greetings & blessings to the parishioners

of St. Anthony’s Church at Kayts, on this happy occasion. May it bring

forth added joy to all those who contribute towards this memorable &

effort painstaking milestone achievement in completing a community

. building and new rectory. No doubt this is yet another way to explore the
Y ) creativity, growth and empowering the community.

This is indeed a moment of great joy for the Catholic Community
belonging to St. Anthony’s Church at Kayts who are known for their great devotion to their
Patron Saint. As a parishioner of Kayts, | recall the times | celebrated mass at St. Anthony’s
Church on various occasions.

How well I remember my visits to St. Anthony’s Church whenever | visit my hometown,
and the incredible warmth of reception there! We were overwhelmed by the welcome and the
hospitality from all the parishioners at Kayts, and also those who live in Colombo or in the
Western countries. These qualities that | experienced in Kayts are alive and will in Toronto
where | am currently serving as the Parish Priest of Our Lady of Good Health Tamil Parish.

May your celebrations reflect the joy of the indwelling Holy Spirit as you mark 100 years of
a life of devotion, of faith and fellowship in witness to the love of God in Christ Jesus and that
all your requests and wishes be whispered by St. Anthony into the ears of the Infant Jesus.

My parents, my family members and | have had a very close relationship with the lovely
parishioners of St. Anthony’s Church, Kayts. It was my privilege to visit the parishioners in Sri
Lanka and in many other countries on several occasions, conduct prayer services, baptism or
perform marriages. | have always enjoyed your fellowship and was happy to see your enthusiasm
and vibrancy.

The values of brotherhood, unity and justice in our present-day society is slowly deteriorating,
due to which great challenges are posed before our lives. One who abides ever against these
challenges proves victorious & successful in life. Perseverance is one of the secrets of success.
As you celebrate the successful completion of the new rectory and community building, my
best wishes to all of you that this historic monument help us all to grow in spiritual formation
and secular education.

I am so delighted to congratulate you for the steps you have taken in this direction, and |
wish you all blessings as you begin another phase of your journey as people of God.

Greetings in Christ,

Fr. Charles W. Collins

Parish Priest

Our Lady of Good Health Parish
Toronto, Canada,

05/16/2022
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Message from
Rev. Fr. Amirthanayagam Jude Angelo OMI

The people who are the living stones of the Church Community (1Peter 2:4,5)

It is a great deal of honor have been invited to jot and title a few lines
on my reminiscences of the past involvement with the church in Kayts and
my love and dedication for the Church at large. | write this article with

deep feeling of nostalgia.

St Anthony church is situated in the silk route, professional sailors to
the clan of a famous Tamil mariners who had weathered many seasons.
Consequently, the people of Kayts were successful navigators. Also, Kayts
called in Tamil name ‘Oorkavalthurai ‘along with other famous
Valvettithurai, Kankesanthurai and Paruthithurai of Jaffna peninsula, the
coastal regions.St Anthony’s Church holds fond and unforgettable memories in my life. During
the middle 80°s when | went to Kayts for summer vacation, my Grand Mother drew her strength
from her daily attendance at Holy Masses and her entire life was a Mass. Sacrifice and
thanksgiving were the hallmark of her Christian faith. In this celebration of Holy Mass each
day, she found her fulfillment and strength in the Eucharistic Lord. This is a testimony of a
great devotion to the Mass. | too as lad reluctantly attended and served as an altar server. This
is how my connection with St. Anthony’s church began. In this place the seed of vocation to
priesthood fell in my heart which inspired later me to become a priest.

During that period of time weekly Holy Masses were celebrated at St. Mary’s, St. James, St.
Joseph’s and St. Sebastian churches respectively. St. Anthony’s church had Masses twice a
week. It is impossible to forget how I enjoyed my school vacation during summer at Kayts.
Further, I would like to mention that the church has historical prominence, where we could
able to see the foot prints of our Emeritus Bishops Rt. Rev. Dr. Kingly Swarmpillai and Rt.
Rev. Dr. Thomas Suvundranayagam, and various other Bishops and priests those who were
instrumental for many development in this church. During that period the St. Anthony’s church
building was very prominent with corridors on two sides of the church was very well known
because many lay people enjoyed the cold sea breeze during the day time. my family members
were no exception and my aunties were competing along with other Parishioners to share their
Christmas sweet meats with the parish priests.

After lunch time | was not allowed to play the Gramophone at my mom’s uncle home,
which is directly situated at the rear entrance of the-church. Since the Parish priest was having
his siesta. This is simple event which shows how the parishioners showed their concern and
love towards their priests.

“If the Lord does not build the house, in vain do its builders labour”(Psalm 126:1)

On this historic occasion, I’m certain that the Catholic Community of Kayts will definitely
remember and pray with gratitude all those who have served the Lord over the years. | would
like to giving praise and thanks to Our Lord for all the blessings He has showered on the
Parishioners during the past, and for all the love and kindness my family and | have received
through the intercession of our patron Saint Anthony.

Ad multos annos!

Amirthanayagam Jude Angelo- OMI
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Message from Rev. Sr. Naomi Rajanayagam

My soul give thanks to the living God. All my being bless his holy name (PS102)

I’m much pleased to take this opportunity to extend my felicitation to
the souvenir of your opening ceremony of this refurbished hall at St.
Anthony’s church, Katys. This church was constructed during Dutch rule.
B During that period it was an administrative centre among adjoining

ol surrounding micro-Islands. Due to Dutch persecution the believers took
risked their lives and the St. Anthony’s statue hidden within a large cavity
of a rotten tree. During the British period it was found by wood cutter and
placed in the palace of prominence. This is brief history of the Miracles of
Statue of St. Anthony

St. Anthony is the saint who is most sought after in the world next to Blessed Virgin Mary &
he is called as “The Saint of Miracles”.

Further St. Anthony’s was a Portuguese Saint. His devotion did not diminish even during
the Dutch persecution. The only religious icon that was possession of the lay faithful

It was the practice of the Catholics gather around the statue and pray. This practice continued
throughout the persecution present nearly 150 years. Great!

The Catholics at Kayts too have similar devotion and really rally round St. Anthony to pray
and received much favours through the ‘Miracle Worker” in the past.

Finally, as we celebrate the opening of the newly renovated Parish House let us make this
platform to unite among ourselves to praise and thank God for all ourselves to praise and thank
God for all the Spiritual and Material favours that we as a community have received throughout
yester years and in the days to come!

Sr. Naomi Rajanayagam
Sisters of Charity of Jesus & Mary
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Message from the President of
Canada Kayts East Association

It is a great honor and privilege for me to represent a vibrant Kayts East
community in Canada.

When we took over the office in August 2020, there was much work to
do and we started right away. For instance, there was an urgent need of a
sacristan, to open and close the church, manage the lights and ring the

church bells as required. With the advice of former parish priest Rev. Fr.
Mac Mayooran, we appointed Mr. Valentine as our sacristan with an
allowance of Rs. 5,000.00 per month. Also, we needed to manage cleaning

inside and outside the church. So, I like to take this opportunity to thank
the members of Kayts St. Anthony’s Arudpani Sabai and Mr. Alex’s family for the wonderful
job they have done. We really appreciate their time and effort. During holy days such as
Christmas, Easter, and St. Anthony’s feast, we donate some household essential items to their
families as a token of our deep appreciation.

Our biggest accomplishment is our parish house renovation project. | would like to take this
opportunity to thank our past and present parish priests, Rev. Fr. Rajasingham, Rev. Fr. Mac
Mayooran and Rev. Fr. S.J.Q. Jeyaranjan. Their advice and support are the pillars of this project.
Last, but not least, our parishioners around the globe are a major part of the success of this
project. Their monetary support has been tremendous and generous. When we started this project
on 16th of February 2021 right after the Grotto feast and our original plan was just to cover the
parish house with walls, roof, doors and windows, but due to the enormous support from our
parishioners, we were able to complete the project within a year, and now it feels like a brand-
new building.

I like to take this opportunity to thank our Canada Kayts East Association members who
have been working tirelesdy around the clock from day one.

A big thank you to our Colombo Coordinators, Mr. Anthony Fernando Rajakulendran and
Mr. Britto Sritharan Ratnasamy, as their consistent commitment and guidance played a major
role in the success of this project.

As we celebrate the 110th anniversary of our parish house. | can think of no better time to
reopen this space.

| am aware that just saying thank to everyone is not sufficient. | hope that the entire Kayts
will benefit from this building.

May we all pray to St. Anthony for our unity, good health, and peace!

Ramkumar Linus
President of Canada Kayts Esst Association
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St. James Church Kayts Association Canada
1993-2022

St.Anthony’s Church,
Kayts

| wish to convey my heartiest congratulations to the parishioners of
St.Anthony’s Church, Kayts as you are gathering to celebrate opening of
the newly developed Parish House and a beautifully renovated church. |
also wish to extend the greetings on behalf of all the parishioners of St.James
Kayts Association of Canada, and all the parishioners of St.James Church
Kayts, for the 200th Anniversary of your church that you have celebrated
recently.

As | pen this letter of greetings, it reminds me of all the stories narrated
to me by my parents about Kayts, and the wonderful relationships our families built and main-
tained over the years. Our friendships, companionships, studying and playing together, swim-
ming across Kayts and Karainagar and many more fond memories of how we all lived together
in that beautiful town of Kayts are crossing my mind. The yearly celebration of St.Anthony’s
feast, the procession, decorations, lighting and sound system that kept us all alive for days, and
the true and cordial relationships our families enjoyed together at Kayts shall always remain
young in our hearts.

The successful re-construction of the church, parish house, parish hall and the surroundings
do bring back all the lively memories of how our town of Kayts was active with school children
and college students moving around and our people go around with shopping and worshipping
freely. The prosperity attained as the result of the remodeling of the church is no small task. We
are truly proud and honoured to see the beautiful facelift of St.Anthony’s Church and Parish
House, as well as the unity and collaboration of the parishioners in Sri Lanka and the Diaspora
parishioners around the world.

I would also like to express our appreciation for the significant role the youngsters of your
parish in strengthening of relationships and the potential for a bright future for the church.

May | take this opportunity to reiterate once again that we will continue to extend our sup-
port and friendship as we work together for the continued success of the lovely Parish of Kayts.

Wishing all the Anthonians happiness and prosperity.

Deroshan Jesuthasan
President
St.James’ Church Kayts Association of Canada
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Message from Mr. Valentine Gerard a parishioner of
Naranthanai St. Peter and Paul’s Church

It gives me great pleasure to provide a message for this souvenir maga-
zine, to mark the occasion of the grand re-opening of the newly renovated
Parish House of St. Anthony’s Church, Kayts.

I have been associated with this Parish from my school days at
St.Anthony’s College and have many pleasant memories related with this
miraculous church.

One vivid memory is that during school exams, | would genuflect in
front of the statute of St. Anthony and beseech him for guidance and suc-

Cess.

Another fresh memory that lingers in my mind is that of the recitation of the rosary in the
form of a procession from St. Anthony’s College to St. Anthony’s Church. This took place every
morning ... Monday to Friday. We attempted our best in trying to recite the rosary in English
and our teachers always spotted us if we were trying to deceive them!

My father the late Mr. Gerard Nicholas, a former teacher at St. Anthony’s College was in-
strumental in instilling in me a great devotion towards St. Anthony. My father's life, heart and
soul were always entrenched in our school, St. Anthony’s church and last but not least in the
community of Kayts.

| trust that this reference library which is to be a part of this Parish House will be of great
service to the residents of Kayts and our neighboring villages.

Congratulations and Good wishes. May God Bless all those who are involved in this noble
project!

Best Wishes,
Valentine Gerard
Toronto, Canada
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Our Renovated Parish House!

The history of St. Anthony’s Church and the Parish House is based on
Rev. Fr. S. Gnanapragasar OMI, a well-known historian in his life time.
It’s worthy to mention that the history of our church is recorded by the
famous journalist and teacher, Mr. J. F. Jegarajasingham who was a
parishioner of St. Anthony’s Church. The parish house was built during
the time when Rev. Fr. Owen William was the parish priest of Kayts in
1912. He was an European. Fr. William was also supposed to have baptized
Rev. Fr. Victor Rajanayagam who was the first priest of the St. Anthony’s
Community. He studied for his priesthood in Kandy and belonged to the
community of the Order of St. Benedict. Fr. William encouraged the youngsters of Kayts to
join the priesthood but he succeeded in encouraging the young Victor Rajanayagam to become
a priest in the Kayts East Community.

For many years St. Anthony’s Church was the Administrative Centre for the entire Kayts
Region as well as the adjoining islands of Jaffna. The parish house was built to accommodate
priests with a hall and a common room for the general public to gather for meetings. The house
was built near the seaside hence it attracted many European priests and local priests to stay to
enjoy the seabreeze. Notable residents were Bishops Henry Joulain, Theophile Melizan and
Kingsley Swampillai when they were assistant parish priests of Kayts Parish.

The parish priest belongs to the four churches namely St. Anthony’s, St. Joseph’s, St. Mary’s
and St. James’. Until a few years the parish priest used to move to the three churches during the
festive seasons. Now the priests permanently stay in St. Mary’s church. The last priest to move
from one parish to another was Fr. S. A. Gnanapragasam and the first priest to make St. Mary’s
permanent residence was Fr. M. Mariampillai.

When Fr. A. S. Joseph was the Rector of St. Anthony’s College, he stayed in the room of the
parish house close to the seaside from 1938 to 1948. During the time of Fr. A. S. Joseph, the
building was extended with the Dining Room and the Library. The fund for this extension was
provided by Captain M. P. Rajammuthu the Senior Master of the Colombo Port Commission.
When  Fr. Joseph passed away after an operation all the other Rectors namely Frs. William
Jesuthasan, Arulnesan, Karunakarar, Jeevaratnam and Soosaipillai stayed in the parish house.
Fr. Soosaipillai from 1973 to 1975. After his transfer the parish house was not used by any
Rectors.

Since 1975 the building was not used and was empty, further the war damaged the building
and most of the residents evacuated from Kayts in 1990, and returned home after few years.
Later the church was renovated but not the parish house. According to the Archaeological
department of Sri Lanka, our parish house is a listed building which means it is a historical
building that cannot be demolished. A foundation stone was laid in 2015 after the feast of Our
Lady of Lourdes at the Grotto but the government did not allow us to proceed with our plan
hence, we gave up the idea of building a new extension adjoining the existing building. The
reason given to us by the government due to the Tsunami rule that the building should be
constructed certain distance from the seacoast.
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After the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes and the feast of our patron St. Anthony the refreshment
was served in the church due to the lack of space and the Catholic church did not agree to serve
the food in the church. Hence, the former parish priest Fr. P. F. Rajasingham was compelled to
commence renovating the parish house in 2017. Initially, he repaired the roof of the parish
house and many well-wishers as parishioners provided timber for the roof from the palmyra
trees found in their gardens. While the parish priest Fr. Rajasingham was actively and
enthusiastically involved in the project, he was transferred but his successor Fr. Mac Mayooran
continued the project with the support of the parishioners and well-wishers. When he was
transferred the present parish priest, Fr. S. J. Q. Jeyaranajan took over the responsibility of
supervising the project and now is almost completed with the support of the well-wishers and
parishioners living all over the world especially the ardent support of the Kayts East Community
living in Canada. The rapid acceleration of progress in completing the renovation was possible
due to the support of Canada Kayts East Association formed in 2020. The committee was the
driving and dynamic force for the early completion of the project.

Now the parish house is satisfactorily renovated and furnished as well as modernized with
all the amenities and facilities. Parishioners expect the parish house to be used for various
religious celebrations and functions. We request the Bishop of Jaffha, Rt. Rev. Dr. Justion B.
Gnanapragasam to help us by accommodating a priest at the parish house and use it for various
religious activities.

Our aim is to have the building as the Community Centre for the Kayts parishioners and let
the parishioners make use of the facilities available in the building. Also, to have a library with
an archive of the works of the talented members of our community and provide reference
opportunity to the residents of the surrounding area.

The grand opening of the parish house by the Bishop of Jaffna, Rt. Rev. Dr. Justiin B.
Gnanapragasam along with the Bishop Emeritus, Rt. Rev. Dr. Thomas Savundaranayagam will
be a historical and remarkable event in the history of the Catholics of Northern Province. Both
bishops were familiar with the old parish house as students and their opening of the modernized
parish house is also a memorable episode in their life.

My memory of our parish house!

As a teenager, | was an alter server together with bishop Thomas, Anton, Joulain, Vincent,
Kingstan, Thasan and Annistan when Fr. Benedict was the parish priest. Then Fr. William
Jesuthasan, he was also a Rector for some time as Fr. Joseph, Rector passed away. Then Fr.
Nicholas became the Rector and afterward Fr. Karunakarar. Fr. William Jesuthasan was replaced
by Fr. Philip Ponniah as the parish priest. Fr. Ponniah just returned from Europe after completing
his Ph.D. in Canon Law in Rome. At the time he was young and energetic priest and an excellent
handyman. He was highly mechanical minded and had a motor cycle. He organized night
classes in the library near St. Joseph’s Church. He also built a yacht and most of us sailed on it.
He sowed the seeds of vocation in the mind of young Thomas Savundaranayagam, who later
became the bishop of Jaffna.

In my time the parish priests did not have a permanent residence and they move from one
church to the other. We the altar boys helped the priests to shift them from one church to the
other. The parish priest usually occupies the first room at the entrance, next to his room was a
common room another room was Rector’s room, and next to that was the dining room. It also
had a large hall. The kitchen and toilets were separate. The cooks were men and there was a
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separate room for the cooks attached to the kitchen. Our Late Robinson was a cook during the
time of Fr. Benedict. In my time an English priest who was a teacher at St. Patrick’s College,
Jaffna used to stay in Rector’s Room during the College vacations as Fr. Joseph always tried to
be away during the holiday season. Fr. Joseph was very familiar with our community as he
used to pray and walk along the seacoast near the parish house. He was well known to many of
the members of our community and used to have conversations with them.

I shall be failing in my duties if I don’t mention the three arch pillars of our church, during
our time. They were Tindal Nadcestram, S. Anthonysamy and Udyar Rasam. They really looked
after the church and the parish house as care takers and servers. Tindal Nadchestram used to
open and close the church. Anthonysamy used to provide gas lamps for our evening services
and celebrations. He was a born artist and he cultivated his talent in order to embellish our
churches during church feasts and on important occasions. He used to make beautiful long
garlands or buntings with colored tissue papers which were in great demand for the decorations
in the churches. He did wall painting hangings of figures of Apostles, Martyrs and Saints
which were used in the churches for festive occasions. Udaiyar Rasam was the sacristan and
public relations person who used to visit the parish house to meet the parish priest with complaints
and complements. They took an extraordinary interest in the welfare of our church and parish
house.

I am delighted that the Parish house has been renovated and modernized far beyond my
expectations with electricity, water supply and other facilities. | congratulate all the members
of our community who live at home and abroad for their generous contribution. Our church
and the parish house are our identities. Let us preserve them through our regular maintenance.
Let us also be united in life with our unity in diversity. We can always lead a harmonious life
with compromise, compassion, patience, and understanding. Let us pray for each other.

Please remember “United we stand divided we fall.”
Blessings!

Linus Aloysius
UK
linusaloysius@gmail.com
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Message from the Treasurer
Canada Kayts East Association.

Dear Parishioners of East Street Katys,

It has been my immense pleasure to be appointed as treasurer of Canada
Kayts East association. The house meant a lot to our community and has
been treasured for centuries. Nonetheless, | never imagined that this project
will become such a huge success in a short span of time. The success of
this project is owed to the parishioners and volunteers of our community. |
am really grateful to all the parishioners who made turned this project
from a dream into a reality through to their generosity. Hence, | would like
to take this opportunity to sincerely thank all the parishioners who
contributed their money and time selflessly to the cause and became a
strong foundation of this project. Another pillar of strength are our Volunteers. Their contribution,
time and dedication to this project is immeasurable and | am sincerely grateful to all that you
have done for this project.

On behalf of the entire community of East Street Katy’s, | want to thank every one who
supported our project and turned it into a huge success. We as a community get to celebrate a
great achievement; that the re-construction of Parish House enables the House to be cherished
and loved by our future generations as much as it has been by us. May our Patron; St. Anthony’s
blessings be with us Always and Forever.

Thanks,

Reginold Saverimuthu
Treasurer Canada Kays East Committee
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GASA
RESTAURANT =

Take-Out & Caterting

Sri Lankan - Indian Cuisine

905.471.6300

50 New Delhi Dr., Unit 51,
Markham, ON. L3S 0B5




Congratulations
&
Best Wishes

For all your Financial Needs

Mega Financial Group

Emilus Ramkumar Linus (Ram)
i - Insurance Advisor

« Life Insurance

* RRSP/RESP

* Disability Insurance

= Estate Planing

* Travel Insurance

« Mortgage Insurance

* Dental & Drug Insurance
= Non-Medical Insurance

* Guaranteed Investments
« Critical lllness Insurance
« Final Expense Products

(Through Funeral Homes)

.93,7/:&“



