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The Light of Wisdom

The book title “The Light of Wisdom” serves as a profound
remembrance of Dr. V Ambalavanar by encapsulating the essence
of his contributions and character. Dr. Ambalavanar was renowned
for his exceptional wisdom, both in the field of academia and in
life. By using “The Light of Wisdom” as the title, the book pays
homage to his intellectual brilliance and the guidance he provided
to countless individuals.

This title symbolizes Dr. Ambalavanar’s enduring impact on the
world, where his wisdom continues to shine brightly, illuminating
the path for those who seek knowledge and understanding. It not
only commemorates his legacy but also encourages readers to
reflect on the importance of wisdom and knowledge in their own
lives, fostering a sense of reverence for the wisdom he embodied.
In essence, “The Light of Wisdom” serves as a fitting tribute to a
remarkable individual whose wisdom continues to inspire and
guide generations.
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Eulogy

Thank you very much for attending this funeral ceremony for
Dr Visuvanather Ambalavanar (my father) either in person or virtually. It is very
much appreciated by everyone in our family. For the benefit of our non-Tamil
friends, | will be referring to my father as Appa.

Appa was the third generation of descendants of Mr Arunasalam’s family
who had their roots both in ‘Vaddakku Veedu,” Araly South, and Neeraviady,
Jaffna in Sri Lanka.

Unfortunately, he lost his father when very young and his mother a
few years later. The wider family rallied around, and he was well supported
starting from his early childhood and throughout his long and cherished life.
He excelled in his education starting with Jaffna Hindu College followed by
Colombo University where he graduated with a 2:1 degree in Mathematics.
He joined the Ministry of Planning and Economic Development. Due to his
exceptional performance, he was sponsored by Sri Lankan government to
pursue postgraduate qualification to gain a doctorate in Econometrics at
University of Manchester. Econometrics is a combination of economics and
mathematics.

After graduating, he returned to Sri Lanka and resumed his role within the
ministry. He swiftly rose through the ranks to become Additional Secretary to
the late President Ranasingha Premadasa. He had the full confidence of the
president, often receiving calls at 4 a.m. - a slot reserved for his trusted staff
only. He successfully led on several flagship projects including the setting up of
two hundred Garment Factories in deprived areas all over Sri Lanka, providing
much needed employment and developmental opportunities — now one of the
largest foreign incomes generating sector! He continued to serve the people
and government of Sri Lanka with honesty, integrity and with distinction until
retiring in 1994.

After retirement he continued to support the Tamil Community, especially
his ongoing support to Jaffna Hindu College through the old boys’ network. He
served as a patron for the old boys’ networks in Sri Lanka and UK to help deliver
substantial improvements to facilities and provisions to help the education of
100s of children growing up in Jaffna.
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In 1966 with the blessings of his beloved brother late Mr Kailasapillai — my
Periya Appa, he married his childhood sweetheart Sivakamy — my mother. They
had a very long, happy and fulfilling life together for over 56 years. They were
blessed with two children — the talented Bharatanatyam teacher Anuradha
and Kumaran (myself). The strength of my parents loves and respect for each
other enabled them to thrive and prosper despite the various challenges
presented by tumultuous events in Sri Lanka. My sister and | were brought up
in a loving environment and provided with everything we need to succeed in
life. My parents made a formidable team and continue to look after needs of
the wider family.

Appa was an avid chess enthusiast who encouraged countless children to
take up chess throughout his career including several of my cousins — some
of whom are present here and others watching on the internet. His passion
for the game is such that he even arranged for us to host the entire Jaffna
Hindu College Chess team at our house when they came to play in an inter
school tournament in Colombo. He served as Secretary to the Sri Lanka Chess
Federation for several years promoting the game throughout Sri Lanka. The
high point of his chess career was becoming the National Chess Champion of
Sr Lanka in 1966.

His character and willingness to put the needs of others before his own
is well known. During the heights of communal violence in Sri Lanka during
July 1983 and in the subsequent months, using the small level of influence his
position within the ministry gave him, he did everything he could in looking
for loved ones of several families despite the grave risks to his personal safety.

On behalf of the family, | would like to thank all our friends and family, who
have rallied around by providing emotional support, messages of condolences,
assisting with practical help including travelling thousands of miles to be here
for us and those providing us with some of the best food we have had the
opportunity to taste. A special thanks also goes to the llam Arvada Care Home
team who have adopted all of us as additional members of their family and
provided exceptional support to Appa during the last couple of months of his
stay in their care and to our family. Although he will no longer be with us in
person, he will continue to live in the hearts & minds of all of us.

Thank you.
Ambalavanar Kumaran

02/01/2023
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seoMBlE  elsFeurnsit Sibueeunsoorfleor (e160T HHensUilerT) Sbs
8niHssLmald CrflGeon Slebeng SemevoniiclpeobnsGeum  HebBSI
eneTLeNS® Wes [weoml. &5 eamser GOLUSHed 2 eTer
Slemevreupmegld  WseYd eupGeumsluGEng. B SWID Sledeons
[FE0UTLITSEE5®E 6NeMNMRIGEUSDHNS ‘GILLIT  6T60TLSEI 6Tl  SHENSHEMILIS
GNSELD eTer1s QB flelsslGmeot.

‘AULEGEIE Spmed 6sm@ omidb Bomeluwle  wrLpLLImesoTLD
SpEw Beomiensuiled 2 eiten Srevoi@ SLmisefgd GeuemeoTHiw SHab.
Sl(HevoTTFSHFE0T GHBLOLISSET cLPEOTDIMLD Hemev(pemn &b aluileotit Silim
ShEUMIT.

SITSITeQLeUsFDNE SleuT  GPhHenswns SmHseung  HeTg
SHEMSEMWIILD &leo ST BHEBHGL LIDG S0 STemWI|LD SLpHSHiT.
ugBs &GLUD QeTNICsTHE Seueny HAneuws WPHHO Sleurs
[5600TL  [Blemmeunedl eUNpEens (PLPEUGID ShefEsdE. SleuT SHerg
sebaflemw wmplunesord Smgisscoanfluled SLpLSE  @smLPLDL
LI6b&6mED&HLPHSE6D OSMLITHSTT. SleuiT Heorgl sedeluiled Ammbgl exlenmis
SevollBHSIenmL UL SMAWITeTiT. Sleul SlLLLSIL6d HMILD OLNHeTTSTT
GuTL B Slemwéfled 2 HFCWHD euDDTT. Sleugs  HoLiumeor
CFWIEDFMEDT HMT6TOTLDMS, LDITEUTEF6MLIT LIGD&SEWEDESLPESHE6D GILIMIHETTSHTT
Slemalwed Hlewmuled (pemevTEUT ULLLLD 6OLUMIEUSDNE (LPSHIHEM6DLI
ULLUURlemUS QSTLY Smens OIIFmIESSTD SIS Teneuor
GULDRIBLILILL . GMBeMTSTT Slemeilled 6redtUG  GILIMIBHOMTSMILPLD
&6001IEH(LPLD EemETOTHSHSMELD

uLLLb eupplilng. Sleuit Seomiens HbHLOL SlemDFsTHESHD H60TE
LMBIens LO6TT(BLD BLTHSMT. SleulT elenrauns usaie wieyser aLDN)
LDewDIES E360TNHLF TevordImis LGTLosnETeler GLDe0E Q\FWIeOmeMImenTITT.
Sleuit geotnlugluiesr (pLpBLOLIGEmSSESL LUTSSITLDTEUTTT. geornglugluileot
BLOUGLDTeDT 2o fluiTaensCs @&ssUULL  Crpwnear Sgflsnemne 4
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LDevoN&@ Sluneing eemmdusluid Smhal asnemneGLSs SlemLpLILseT
6UIHEU! QULPSHELD. SILILIT LIED (LPSHEOT6MLDILITEDT SlLLBIH6W6NT 616UDMISILDTES
eufBLSHFHleorni. Seunmled QTN Seomens (pLpeUFlID 2 _6iTem
Ueotsrmidu u@dleeied mmmm (200) SpemLd SMPESTene0sHem6T
pinel wWeewh Gzemeuwmeor GeusmedeumiiL LOHMID Sifedmss
eumilysemen  eupmigleornit. &g SuCung wWsleufiw eeuefiBriG
6UIBLDMEDTLD FFL(BLD Sl6emwM&6Tled QEITMmN@GLD! SlLum 1994&6d guU16)] OUMILD
auen SmIEnHUTET LEHEBGGSLD STFTHRIESSNGSLD GCHiTemLDU|LDILD,
GLoetTemLou|LenILD HevllsSIeuSSEILenID QSMLTHES Geemeuwimmnsleormit.

ueBElL Unglb Seim sl FlpessinGg  QSMLIHS
Spsreuefesnt. GMlLLMS LemLPW LDIT6UOTENT 6U6MEDWIEmLDLILIET 2o &
wmplunesorld Sngs Soanflesd SleuT QsnLTbE Shsreuefssmit.
G1&MLPLDL| LIEMLPUI LDITETOTENIT FRSGSHHET SHemebeunnaed GLTegsImseyLd
Leo SpevorBs6l Lisvoflunpmileormit. SlsgiLeor QeuefibnBsefaeten LiemLpwl
LDIT6TOTOUIT  STRISMRISHEHL60T 6UEMEDWEMLDLILN6T 2e M8 QS ITL6\&M600T(B
WIMLPLILIMETITSHENED 6UETIHLD HIDMIGHeTTSESTE HAnausefler seeisd
2 se|b eusmawld Geum eusslser gnUNBEeTd SHevoflFLbmeoT
GoLbunBeemen QULPHIGEILD 2_geleormiT.

1966840 ShetorB. Seups SleiysF FCHMHIT LDeODHSH Hdb
sWieonglleitemen - ereor Gflw Siuuneleor &L 60T SleuiT SHevT&Hl LImedW
sneedlneor Feusnullemwl - 6l60T SILDLDMEMEN LDEUOTHSMIT.  SleUTH6IT
BLOUSSTN) (56) SheTiTBaEBHEESLD GLo6NS LS [H600TL. LD&ILDFAWITEDT LDH
MILD HleDMEUTENT QUMLDGENSEDII CUMLDIESHE0TT. SalTeensd Srevor®
GLPHEWSEET - HemLDWITEOT LFSHILIUl SHEAFWT SepTsHT LDHMILD
&wget (BnGeon). 6T UMHBOMHET LD, QHEUTLES QHEUBEES
8mhs Sy funemsu|d ShGb. Bluassned Semensuied
C1&NMBSETLILITGT [HlBLDEYS6MTED (LpeUTemeusELILILL LGN F6UTDSHEHEE
HFIQID SleuitseT 6FLGHS (POTCOID (PIHSHSH. [BNET)LD  6T60r
§CaMsfid b SleuTLner ghLpedled euemT&ESLLLGLMLD. eunLp&sensuiled
eeupsleun CHemeuITeT SlemeEtTHEMSIILD 6TTRIG6T QILMHEMITIT GULPIRISlEoTT.
eTeuTgl OUMHEDNIT 6(H 6UEDEVEMLDLEIGS SemeruTLiLING, LJHS &BLOLSS 60T
Gaemeusens ABMLITHEE Heueflsg eumalaTnentt. SiLuT @b Sally agen
(chess) @biteueopne SHHSNT. Sl6UT SHEUTETIEMLIL CUMLDEENES (LPLPEUSILD,

29



eTeoTgl 2 MelesTiTa6eT 2 LLL, eTeuiletuiDD  GLPEENSHHEM6N  SHITMHISLD
eflemenunL. 2osGelssnT - Seuseflsd Heom SmGs Smespniser,
LOHDeNTE6T SenetoTwSHed UMTHEEDMTEET. SleUhEE® FHIRIS
eflememwinipeonbg Smhe S$H BIiLSHSNed WNPLLTEToILD Sbsis
sl ggITmIs SlevoflulleorT Q&MLPLDLIED LM _FTemedsEboaslemLulleomeor
Guriiguied eflememuinL. euBEEBHSBUNS, SIEUTHEDET 6IMRIGET 61 16D
SRGMEUSS| 6THIGDETEAHTEONBE 2 Usflssnt. SleuT Seomens
§HIDRE FLOELDETEISHTT OFWEOTeNINs LD 6UIbLRSeT S(bhal
Seomiems (PLPEUGID FHITHIS ellememunienL. 2as@GelssniT. 196684LD
Epe001(6 Bevmiensuier Caflw sgHpRIS FOLWeETTETCsH Sleupg FSITTHIS
eumpsemauileor 2 wiflw yereflwin@Lb.

SleUDgl G600T(LpLD, LDMMeNTEETET CHemeusemen H6oT CHemelHEnhHS
Geons (et emeusHGSLD ell{BLLPLD SlemenTauhld SINEHESH. 1983
gemeouiled Beomiensuiled SBevTeuNH  EUEDTLPEDD 2 _FFHBHLLSHHED
8By snesdlud,. SlsnEL Lbemsw NsHIseNaID, SlenLDEFFH &GS
SMEGHS HewLsHs Sl Sleneileoneor CFedeuTEHemsL LWEITLBSS, L6D
SBLOUMmISenens CFihe SleuTLneTelTsenens CoHbBeusled SleUT &6uTeTTed
PRES SleDaTsemsILD, Seotgl  SeofllulL  ungismuing Sdrhs
SIUMUMIGEMETILILD GIUMBLUBSSTSI, OFUISITT.

BmiE HeTTHEELD [FEUOTLITE6T SleMEDTEUHHELD, 2_6T0TTEY LY, TEULDTE0T
Spee| SpRsed 6FUISS6ET EULPRISILENTHEBSHELD. 6ThISEhSHHTS
SHUITEH&H6ETUTESHMEDT EMLDEOHET LIWIETOTLD 61FUISI HEDLLPeDD 2_sels6ir
eULpRISIW 2_meleTiTaEnsELD, SIDbe 2 _600T6)SHEm6IT CULDTEIE 6TMHRISEHEE
®Fss eumuilLelss [HeoiTLTEERSGLD 6TRISeT GBLOUSSHT STLnS
peTBlenws asflelsgis QsneaTEEmer. 6MmISGET SlemeITEUEMTILILD SHISH6IT
GSOBLUSHD EnBHD 2 MIULTeTTEenTs gnnSea&TeoT®B, SleuiTserier
upmofiifled Siiun smIEWBES &LHEH Srei® LNSHRISEHLD SeUHEE
BG5S ShHTemel aUPHISLCHTE ermiHememLLD Heueflss ‘eeold ShellLm
GSWwalbg ermiseT Sl Ferhlsanens e1sHlassiseanersGmmLD. Siuum
8evfl BLOpL 6T Cr5ifled B H&&LDMLLMIT 6TEOTDNEILD, SH6IT [HLD SlemevTeurfleot
&z wmiseflab LDeTrIS6laILD OSMTLITHSI GUTLDEUMIT.

I5euTH)
GOIDLIGOAITEAONT GLDTEOT

2023.01.02
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allpgimar Trophies

8enid Upmuggled
HOTHSH alFABTHT SDLICOAITATT
FSIDTHIS 6Xl(HSISHETHL60T.

Dr Visuvanather Ambalavanar in
his young age with chess trophies.

wrmp. Sbgis sedoenfl 1258h6ug! asHTer Cgemeu alapg 2015 -
Epev01(® Blemme allpreiled &levTeoTLD
GULDMRISIL Q\&6TTeULD
Award given by Jaffna Hindu Distinguished Service Award
College on its 125th year 2015 - Badge
anniversary celebration.
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LDAIRISIHS WTLD SHHIS BEOINTINL T
Engrossing with Jaffna Hindu College

Q&BMPLDL 04 &eeus] e LISFE 2022/05/22 Sievtm| HenLALIDD
wrLp. &rbgis &edaTfl LemLpwl LDrevoreu] FMmiBLD (ASMLPLDL) ShetoTBLOLINSIS
galLLb. (peur euflemsulled Seplileujsefled SLLkmbg Brevsneus
&e0nTHIg ellseUBNs T SlLbLeDeTeToTy.

Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association (Colombo) Annual General
Meeting held at Saraswathie Hall Colombo 04 on 22/05/2022. The 4th Person
seated from left in the front row is Dr Visuvanather Ambalavanar.

asmupLbLiled 2001 HewLALND Sidled Beomiens FHITmIsH GLMLipuilsd LIFIE LHiw
wrp Sngis sl sEITmIsSEEG el LLLD asmpLL Spoéslmageiagesnfied
TBEHS. UEGILGELD HMLALIED BDLeT SOMHIE eflseurns T GiLbLeemeuo.
BGealed Binueuy wip. Sngisseoas ST a5 HEeoLMMeT.

The photo captured at the Ramakrishna Mission in Colombo, during 2001
when the Jaffna Hindu College chess team took part in a national chess
tournament held in Colombo. The last person at the right is Dr Visuvanather
Ambalavanar. The one in the middle is JHC Principal Senthilmaaran.
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@@L Family

&eoMHIg SiLbueoeurevoniflest G@LOULD: LAk HHSI eueoLd Lbemeotel HeusmLsl,
LD&6UT GLDIT6DT, LD&H6T SIS LDDMILD HEDMEISH SLDLIEDEUT6TOTIT
Dr Ambalavanar’s Family: From left to right wife Sivakamy, son Kumaran,
daughter Anuradha and Dr Ambalavanar

&Banaiser GUTED euenihs Hredeu]: SLLHHS 66dLD
&b ellseusnsy sulleonsUsrener, &b sRETLILsTen6T SHLDEMLDWILILIT,
&eoMplg srIsILLeTemeN FLOUBST LDHMILD SHOMBE elseUBNST SHLDLISOENTEUOTT
The four grown as siblings: From left to right Mr Visuvanather Kailasapillai,
Mr Sangarapillai Ammaiappar, Dr Sangarapillai Sampanthar and
Dr Visuvanather Ambalavanar

33



BLRSSUULL GBLDU 2 miinfarTsaer
Extended faily mebers |

Sivakamy, Ambalavanar, Kumaran,
Helen, Anuradha and Gagjalakshmi

With brothers extended
family: Aravinthan,
Abirami,
Arunthathy,
Kailasapillai, Suhasini,
Sivamalar, Ambalavanar
and Sangarapillai

At Lakshmi’s 21st Birthday:
Anuradha, Lakshmi, Gagjan,
Ambalavanar
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Hevai aTIFF apumnFdar
Educational Development Initiatives

BeNBlE efleunna T SiLbLeeuneuTHlesT 6Tl LDEITL 6T 618, Qs LpLDL
Beve0gFled, BOmIENs BHFIWE FPBSHSHEDEUT He0s OFTUIST EULSLPLI
Upnpglwl un_gnemenselfletr LiemLpwILDTevoTel] FLDGLD6TETS S6meDeT
&SEOMTHIS| SHLDLIGEUTETOTHILLD LDT6T0TEUTSHETBSSTENT SNHDED 2_LIg T 60T RISEmET
SlevTuefllLg Q&S BlesLpey.

The President of Sri Lanka India Society, Thilak Soyza, presenting educational
items for the students, to the President of Northeast Regions Schools Past
Pupils Federation, Dr Visuvanather Ambalavanar, at Dr Ambalavanar’s
Edmonton Road, Colombo Residence.

e&mpLbLiled FemLeUmm SLOILD emevoTil LDMTHTLI6D
&bl eflseurnsT GlLbLeeuTenry Lmisealase gnnibCungl eGs5S LLLD.
The shot taken when Dr Visuvanather Ambalavanar lighting the traditional oil

lamp at the Tamil Internet Conference held in Colombo.
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ONRYANODHH HLADLDSAT QABTLTUTS LIGD
FIaICH55 Fal LBIG6T60 LBIGUDMUIMLD
Participating in several International Meetings on
Office Duties

IRD ADB ROUND_TABLE
ON -IIZ;IEVE LOPMENT STRATEGIES
RE CE MOBILIZATION

SnevoiLneug) euflensuiled SLLOBHS 6u6LDNs O SeUSTE BIHL6GUT

SNBSS elFeUBNSHT SILDLIEOEUTETOTT
From left to right the 9th person standing in the second row is
Dr Ambalavanar

weur auflensuiled SLLBHES SSheusTs BIDLeUT
&e0MBIF ellFeUBTSHT SILDLIEOEUT6ToT
INTRADOS / International Management Group in corporation with The
George Washington University International Business Program on Privatisation
Strategies and Techniques for Development — October 09 - 20 / 1989.
The 5th person in the front row from left is Dr Visuvanather Ambalavanar

36



FCxMSHH LIMLFTaNcOUITAT
W) Sl BT HeoXMIUL o1 FGUT®
Association with the sister School,
Jaffna Hindu Ladies College

wnp gl aefly seogmflufleor 2002841 Shevor® Liflsarii

aflpreied fmiy eflmheleTIsenmas sebgle\smeror GuUTs
When attending as Guests of honour at Jaffna Hindu Ladies College
2002 Prize Day function

winp &ngl waelly s euBLIHS Fehélins o8l eeueluil erGug
When releasing Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College Annual Magazine ‘sakthi’
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Jaffna Hindu College OBA Golomho

(Facebook Post)
A tribute from our patron Mr Selvaretnam Raghavan

The demise of Dr. V. Ambalavanar in New Zealand after a brief illness is
a severe blow to the Jaffna Hindu College community. A proud product of
Jaffna Hindu who excelled in studies while at the school and later became a
scholar-B.Sc. (Ceylon) Graduate in Mathematics and then PhD in Econometrics
from the Manchester University. His involvement with the game of chess is
admirable who later became one of the top players in Sri Lanka. Served as
a Director in the Ministry of Planning and Economic Development and later
as the additional Secretary to the President in President’s Office under Late
R Premadasa as the President before his retirement.

He got very actively involved with the OBA(Colombo) of Jaffna Hindu
College contributing immensely to the development of the school through the
OBA utilizing his wealth of knowledge, experience and making use of all the
valuable contacts he developed while working in high positions. He became
the President of the OBA (Colombo) and brought in a different dimension to
the activities of the OBA and later he was made one of the patrons of the OBA.
He continued his active involvement with the OBA and the college till his last
breadth even operating from New Zealand. He supported fully and wished that
the students of Jaffna Hindu should excel in the game of chess and somewhat

accomplished his dream when he saw our school doing well in this game.




As a devout Hindu, he practiced religion in his day-to-day life, getting
involved in various religious activities. He is a brother of another stalwart in
the history of Jaffna Hindu Late Mr. V. Kailasapillai.

He will be always remembered by the Jaffna Hindu Community for all

what he had done and May his Aathma attain Moksha under the feet of God
Shiva and Paarvathi

Comments |

Nagarajah Kunatharshan

It’s a great loss.

| saw Dr. first in the year 2000 in JHC OBA Colombo AGM and he was in his
sixties, | was a first-year undergraduate. He was having a conversation about
IP Version 6 with another person. By then IPv6 was very new concept to
IT industry. After he had concluded his conversation, | was asking about him
from the other person he was talking to. | was amazed, IPv6 has nothing
to do with his profession but Dr. was up to date to the latest theories and
technologies.

He was my role model and mentor. Everyone knows, our school’s 125
anniversary celebration had loads of challenges and JHC OBA Colombo
played a big role in making it success. | was serving as the Secretary of JHC
OBA Colombo during this period and he was guiding me in many ways to
handle the difficult situations smoothly.

I know he is always there in our hearts, watching over and guiding us.

Nilika de Silva
Dr. Ambalavanar was a highly respected chess player and administrator. My

heartfelt condolences go out to his family. May his soul rest in peace!

Muditha Dayaratna
Deepest Sympathy. May his atma attain Shanthi!

Sivananthan Sarasanandarajah
Deepest sympathies. Ohm shanthi
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Jayendra De Silva
May his soul rest in peace. Deepest sympathies to V A Kumaran and other
family members

Muditha Hettigama
Deepest sympathies. His involvement in chess in 70s and 80s is tremendous
though his busy work.

Thishan Ameresekere
| fully endorse Muditha Hettigama’ s on Dr’s involvement in promoting
chess in Lanka in the 70s, he was the secretary of the then chess federation
and was instrumental in organising tournaments to encourage chess. May
he rest in peace.

Ransith Fernando
My Deepest Sympathies, he was also a very strong chess player and chess
administrator.

The soul is never born, it never dies, having come into being
once, it never ceases to be. Unborn, eternal, abiding and

primeval. It is not slain when the body is slain..!!

Death is certain for the born, and re-birth is certain for
the dead; therefore you should not feel grief for what is

inevitable..!!
- Bhagavath Gita
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315t Day Remembrance speech

Thank you very much for attending this 31t Day remembrance of my
father Dr. Visuvanather Ambalavanar. Also thank you very much for all your
help, support and assistance provided to us in this tough time for our family. It
is very much appreciated by Amma, Anna and me.

My father, Appa, encouraged and supported me to learn about our culture
and traditions and was a major influence in my life. He was instrumental in
making sure that | learn Bharatanatyam and Carnatic Music both of which have
helped me to develop into the person | am today.

Both Anna and | were sent to the UK, to pursue our Higher Education at
University of Leicester which also helped to set us both up for life. He was
always there for us, our families, and the wider society. We were provided with
everything we needed to prosper and succeed in life.

It is so hard for us neither to absorb the vacuum created by his absence
nor can | find the right words to adequately express our sorrow.

However, the consolation is that he passed away on an auspicious day,
last day of Pilliar Kathi, the first day of Thiruvempavai and coincided with the
annual pooja day he performs at Araly Sinthamani Pilliyar Kovil.

His cremation day, 2" January 2023, was Vaikunta Ekadashi. Vaishnavas’
believe on that day the door for Moksha is open.

He was religious and observed Hindu rites throughout his life. He loved to
sing devotional songs. From his childhood onwards he sang devotional songs
at various Temples including Araly Sinthamani Pilliar Temple. He also listens to
devotional songs at nights. During the last couple of months, he ensured that
devotional songs to be played nonstop during day and night in his room.

Taking Appa’s death philosophically, he has completed all his duties. So,
his soul discarded the cloth, his body, worn on earth and went to Moksha.
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Om Shanthi!

EMEUILISSIGT 6UMLDEUMRIE GUMLPLIEUEDT 6UM6OT2_6WMIL|LD
QB UIEUSHSI6T 6meusHHLI LIBLD - Thirukkural 50

He is a man of divine worth.
Who lives in ideal home on earth.

Now | kindly invite you all to enjoy the lunch prepared in remembrance
of Appa.

Anuradha Ambalavanar
28/01/2023

An appreciation from Grandson

Ammappa was always very kind to me. Amma says that he carries me
around whenever | cries when | was a baby. He always walks me to and from
Ilam school when | was a child. Ammappa taught Chess to me along with other
Ilam school students at llam school. He continued to look after me during my
teen as well. He gives me gifts for all the auspicious occasions including my
Birthday. During the latter part of his life, | helped Amma and Ammamma to
look after him. | saw him last is at the llam care centre for 2022 Christmas.
There he tried to say something to me but was unable to say it clearly. When
Amma texted me that he passed away | was sad and thinking about my
memories with him. May his soul rest in peace.

Gagjan
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317% BT BN 2 @

eTe0TE| HHeMS HeonmiF ellseunnsiT Slbueeunsvorfleor &b 3eugl
b6 Hlemeotauehsadlulled &b OHMEOIILHNEG LOHs Bt SnHsHsé
slgeuTioneor CrI&Hed ermIE6T GBLIUSHDG GULPRISI 2 MRIs6T 6oL,
SpsUe] OHNID 2 FailseEnsd Wasad B Seunenn Sibmejb
Sl6T0TeTOTMEYLD [BEILD Ll&eLD umpmBaEmLd.

SN [FLDG! SEONFFTPILD LDOHMILD LDILGem6NL LM Sinfll 6T6vTem60T
ongGalsg ShsreuefesnT. Gab Sl 66T euMpsensuiled GLIHLD
61FEEUNEHS 6\FQISHSEOTNIT. [HT60T LTSBHLIQUILD LDOMILD SBILES FRISESLD
sOMI&E e&meTeudled SleuT (P&l UMIS eudlssnT. Semeu &pevorBLD
BesT Sevtn) SHSHGSLD HLUITS euenT 2_seilligl.

Sllur edleisedLiT (Leicester) LEOBEMEOGHDESSH6D 6ITRIS6T 2T
s606lemWS GBI  6TEITEMEUNLILD SlevuTetoTMemeULD SRISlenBHDE
Sigylifleotnit. &gl eTRIGET SHEUHIWILD HEDED EUMLDEHEMS SHeWLDES
2 gallg. OleUT 6IMBIGEhESNHEYD 6IMBIG6T GBLOUMIGEHESNEELD,
UDES FPEMHIGEHSSTHELD eTLCUNSILD SmHHiT. eunpeied aFflsseld
Qeupmleumeyld GCHeWEUWTEOT  ETEDEMEUDEMDILD ST  6ITRIGEHES
GULDRIEI6OTTIT.

sllun  SedeomsHned gnHULL QeUDMILEHmS 2 _6TeUMRIGeUS
GIMRIGEHGG L&D HIQEUTLDNG 2 6Tengl. SNSFIL6UT ermiEeT CanasHens
Gungioneor  Slemey  QeUENILGSHUSDEGE FHIMET  CUMTSHENSHEM6I
6T60TETITED H6voT(BLIEES (LplpWwialedemeD.

ereofleoyd Sluum Signedl Spgnpevoiil Uetememwinit Gamuiedled Steuit
BLSSID QUIBLNES Lyemey SeuTD, SlheleuLbLmemel (p&ed H6T LDHMILD
UeTememwinit senguileot &emLSl HIeT Shell 6dH &L Hefed STeDLDMEDTITIT
6TEUTLIS 6 SHMIBHED. SlULMEYeDLIW SH&HE0T [B6eil, 20238hD S}hetoT(B
geotallfl LDMFHLD 284D g eMEUGETIL FHMHSIMGSLD. Sleotm GLomleg
UNFed &556) SDHHHHELD 6T60TLIEI EWEUEQRETTTE LDS BLOLIGH6mE.
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Sl DG HLOLIGEmS 2 _6MLILIGNIT. H60TEI CUMLDBTET (LPLPeUSILD SbHE
FLBIGHWETS HeOLLULISSTT. Sleuit LSS LML_ed&6T LmBeusled Llsea|b
eflplilD 2 emLwieuir. Steuim fm euwg WPeGeo Sigmell HAbFmpevofil
Uerememwimit Gamuiled 2 1 uL uedGeumy Camuiedaerfied LsSI LM _edsemerL
umgujeitennit. &pey GEpmiGefed L&HL UMLed&emeTsd GCHLUMT. HLHS
&pevti(B LONHMISEBLD LSS LM_edsener &peab Lsd SenLailng
Se01g Slemmuiled BewsLiLensd 2 nFILIBSE6oTT.

BmIEeT Sliuneierr Solenus HHSHEUDNS TBSHSIS CSHTEToTLITD,
SlUUT H60TFH HLEMLDHEMET 6T6DEOMD QFIE (PSS ellLmiT  ereorGeu
SlaumenLIW  Sheoton  Hreor  Lpblulled  SleooflbHmns  Slevoflwneliu
2 _Libewus gnadl ermbg LG Gl ssdnd agerm el L gl

eb snpgl snpall enmplll

EMEUILISSIGT GUMLDEUMTRIE GUMLPLIEUEDT 6UT6TT2_6WMIL|LD
QB UIEUSHSI6T 6meusHsLI LIBLD - lpsGmeT 50

QSIS SHIHEEHEUT 6THHEMEOTGIT SI(HRIGEUOTRISET FnDLILIBEISOTDEDT.
o eodled eump Geuevvrigws SipeEMlufled Mleotm eump&lmeueor eumenfled
UMLDEUSTHE  61FTEDOLLGBLD OBUINSHDG SemeooTing  eneUSSI
LSS &LILIBEUTEDT.

8LGung 2 mseT SlemevTeueDIW|LD  SiLUUMeletT  [HlemevTEUTES
swflsslulL D&l 2_evoTemel 2_600T(B LDSILD Sl6UTLIL60T SlemLp&&EIEmeDT.

DITTHT SIDLIGCOITONT
28.01.2023
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WImD SbH3HIHHOXMT LIELPUI LDTETIT FBIGLD, ABTIPLDY
BB ofl. SDUOMTMIBHHSH 2015 1D A,MIH DBHHHTAT
Graer all®mz anpmIHNCUTEH Slaflsz SN\psid

SMapsid - HeoME) afl. GubuevalmaTT
(1937-07-21 - 2022-12-28)

Wiy - 1937&6d wpliLmesord Sigmedl BHEIEI6TeN 6L &E 6L Lg6D.
7 DN%s GLHeosWns mhs Gurgl SHemSWTT LDIevorD. Suieusl
urLLeormifleor LpmLDIILILED eueTHSITT.

1941 86D cLpeuTm) LOMSLD Sipmedl eNS FIeneud alsdnsrensouiled
seoel SpULbLLD. 1941-1944 wnp Sbg ShTLDLL LITL&FTemed LDTETOTENT.
SsEnesHed 61 196D LIMLLEDTNT, LDMLDETLDMITESET, SEMLDWIGHT LHMILD Q&S
Uy 2 melleTTaEhLelT FHIMIGLD SpLé SOOI SHLLSHH aeunr
Gzmebedlemil &LDLDNS GHMIGEIHTETEN LML 60T euLPlemLigeoTmiT. 1945-
1954 wnLp &bgis &0l LDTevoT6N60T.

SlGHMOSHHD  LIRULLEDT 2 6w  UBSMLLLD,  SGUUTLLLD,
ewuwieuedgyeott  GuUTLipsefled Epiteud SEHESSH. Sheormed 6l Iped
2_wpliumiged punsuied SLgi (pLprhiens prile|L 6o S5 elememum_BLI
GunLipsensd WPnmiLiLeTsfl.

1954 @niFlufled Hmumt LbgevorD. SiFE 6UdHLLD  &.6UM. 5.
o wirspl uflengulled FHMEOTG LNLMmseMQILD ASSemLBE 1955 &6d
Q&MLLDL] Leb&emensds &Lp&ESHDG Crole LgGeusd. SiggiLer LpGeus
LeoemLoLILFlFed GILUMDIT. (LPSHEOMEUG! SheToTed LIED&HEMEDSHBLPHSHHED
sgITmIs0 Gurliguied umie upmlenit. euflsns QaTNILD Frlbseailsemnen.
1958 &6 SpevorLnd eu@Lly Gmiiifley et seofllgsdled eromeofil
uLLgmilwns eeueflGuinieormit.

1958-59 &ed Q&MLPLDL LebsenenssLDs sevofllsLlifleded spenedlaL
uwiibmieoTpnsé  sLembwMDmleotnit.  Uleoteort  @&mupLbLy 8  &eayeitem
SlsGalleormerd seoeynifluiled HeoTG oML HHsnedls efifleyemrwmengnss
SLemLDWIMMNSleoTiT.
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1959 asFbLfled LB 6D QFWeSESHHD SHImilFs SlQieneorTass
Gepenit. 1960 & OipF Sl EIOEHIGENOT GDEHLDSSEmLGW
BenLeOUDD FHOMmSGL  Gurliiguiled &ILLLbed QFwWess & Lpeer
Wpoeoneug Leoensulsd S SsG SpeuiLnbisensl s
2 gefleomnit.  Olpewents QeMLIBE  GCsflw  LLUGUNLIpse6fled
UpGeudlgsnit. sgirmIsEsSHed Slauflar sTHemaTEeT Semens &HIMHIS
FLoCLDenetTSHGletT Hemeveurfleormed LLRUId UBSSUULE @dH &FTeoTmlsHLD
aulpailed SleUdHEHE EUDRISLILLLE. O6UHINSILDNET ShTLDLILDNG 1961&6D
Guoggim Ufleled (p&HeomLilLgglemeot QILMHMITT. SIMLGISH6M60T ShTLDLISSHEILD
BOULGSUIILD e&smLpLDLled HFWw eneuerbdlg uled HemLOUDD L6D
FHIDRIsL GuLigselfled eleumml eUMDIT.

Slbueveunetorit 1966 &ed o pUpML SnHE  sedaymflullent
Sigun mp O auissHluelmssder fCrap, LSS Heusmblenwis
srLiiggsniT. Lemeraluflesr eudpems Sleuit eunpeled Led euLflserfeyLd
65 SlBLIL(LPem6ITILITS SleMLDESS. 1966 &6d SleuiT BOMmIewsEF FSHITHIS
(LPSHEUTEMLD Shl_L &S MIITTEDTITT.

Slgemen ASMLHE 1967 &6d Levemibll LflFled eILmMm| Smidleonbal
LDT6OTEIF6IOMMIT LSSm0 SLP&SFHNGS GCLomuliiin@Gs QFeoTDiT. SimIG
1968 8ev Siielpss aundmeflwedled wWiGeTIDT OUDMI. OSNLABSI
1969 &b aunnerfled (WpgILbmevfll LLL(pLD 1972 &ed aundrerflileosmemney
(Econometrics) &eonmgll LILLPLD QLHMITIT. SIEITE0TTIHL 60T SHRIG E\F60TD
Slauit emeorallnT SIBs LeO&HMEDE HLPESHSHED 6)lEhEhmeoT (LpSHILDMeDflL
ULLLD GIUMMITT.

Slbueoeunevorifleor  sevells HemsembEeT 1969 S SleUHES
FlLLSLed Slewmevorsaensgled 2 _gailll uesofilumenpms Lgell 2 witemeuL
QUDMIE \ETBSHSE0T.

1972 86 Bewmems Hpoiw seonmldl Sibueoeunsvorit Lglsns
9 _mHeunsaLULL Fl L Speonssed SlembFdled (pséll SLgglemer
Bigudleotnit. 1974 &ed Updl uevofilumenpna ugel 2_witey eumm| 1981
&ed ueoofllumenyns BIULILDEOTLD OMDITIT.
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eummiLeTer  USENGEELE0T FHOMSE SHLLLD LDOMID [Hliteuns
SIQEUODBEMETILD OISHMLHSMT. WMEOTLLL  IpTHLIT SHILEDT SlemLpLiL|
GunLiguiled 1976 &ed WHeoMbILHHemeor GUDHDMT. 1976 Smyduiled
Beomiens FHIMS SILLGSS00 el sdlemer eUDHDIT. 1977
g, auneooripsGsifluiied HemL LD OSH60T-LITMHEIL - Se0hIend & (LD&F
sgITmIs0 GuLiguilsd Seomienss &Lelh@ SemevenLd Hmidlsrit. 1979
8ed g Heusnsluied FewLOUDD ShFAw sevflap. Gumiiguiled LIFIG
upPiw  ITBEES  LUIDMIETIT-2_&6)60TiT-(LPSMERLDWINENT  SLemLDa&EeD
urisTON @&5STemFLTE SmbomT. 1973 &er Uertert e GCsslw,
Fnbs HNID & Gunligsefled Lgsner HEEUITS &LemLDWNDBIEOTTT.
1980 860 Q&MWLDLID HEOLOLDD (PHOTeUS STLILEGEHSD FHIDRISLI
Gunliigullesr Ugsnerr HGeUDTE EFWeONDMEDITT. 1981  [BHrRIGEONS,
1973 QBML&ELD 1984 euemy Seomiews &&IIMIS &FDGLDETEOTSHSI0
BleonGeunmis G 2-miuleoryns &LenwnpBleTit. 1976, 1977 LpmiLb
1980 Gpb ShevtiBsefled NFFDELDENETSSE0T ESHENTEN CIFUIOTENTTEHS
SL6MLDWMHM6EOTTIT. Se0MRIenss FHITHIES FLOGLDETEITSHSH60T STLILIGSSEMED
SWITT Q&G SlFHemetT 1984 EUEMTILILD Si(Lped BHLSSIEOTHTIT.

1977 (56D 1988 6uem] SMe0MeuTiam@ 6(H (P FlL Si(Lpeon&Hsed
Slem&sr eeuefluil L ‘Performance’ Lopmib ‘Progress’ etetTn MmTed& 66T
swrfllfled Lggmeor LmISTHSl6OTIT.

1989 @&ed o6&MeTemss HLLWIL6d Slemb&Hed LevofiiLmernT
BTwsD uselsd 2 wiey eaupont. S useluflenm s gernglugluile
elevor  efgws &sLGUUIG ueotfisefled HAGrapL UMIG EUSGSMTIT.
Slgyeuens SLmsemen ABMLLGSSISHED. 6unseor OHMID 65TeneoGud
LITeUemeDTHemen ABMILILGSSAILD B& SHSH_ LSS0 SlLmidleor. Crnsaed
SlgliuemLulled HobuL sLemLWMDHY SevTeniemLwl (BeorTHluglujemLul)
a5 TemeGLslmemens HLELLGSSILD SlenalDCs Fleooflbgl sLemLpwmasi
SleUBemLI  HLEMLDIIETOTTEME) HEUEDIHSH SMEDEHEIFETD  L60TTHILE
WGpsnen “Crnésed SlpluemLulled BT ereTememd LlehAadll e
eTeuTm) HL1p& Q&ETESHSMT. Seunemn el gevnglugluileoT eumienid eLPIL
(Bevrgailw) HLLb OHMID WHdWPsHeded Briemmeiw FaHulsd Siwped
Q&S LIMLETemEd LDMUOTEUTHERSSM0 2 6wl  elBlCunes HiLLb
SpFlweunBieILd seonmlg) SiLbLieveunsvorit LF&mesr LImISMHleoTHTiT.
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1989860 Gl sLLL Splle)] Hlemeowseleor LevofiiLmeriT [HMLSLDTES
Bublssl ULLTT. Sifi@ Swhens SNeTTSHSHLON6T Lyl 6)leoged STLITLNS
BLBS Lieofleemer ShLpbBE SleusnenilsssHeor snrerornns &eormiemnauied
SMSNIET0TLDNS FeMLOLMILD SWhHems SHDTTSHSMISET LUHMILILD Sleunmmed
gDUBLD Letfly Sleueomiser LUDMLLD LEG6YLD SHHHemD OSBMEOOTLITT.
QBNeTenss HILLLOIL6D SiLpeonsssd Slemb&dled euslss Uevoflliumenit
BrwsD eetn ugeilulesr 2em e QsMLIFAWTS SleuT SppPiw Caeme
eflempeiled 6rDg Bl BWDHeNsd SIOTTHSRISGET (LPHTEDLDSSI6U
HlLsHement 2 peunss eNGPHLg. SOGUNE Hriemeiw  FHulled
QFLIWILLEBLD eT&liTeysnmed LDMMILD LMGISMLIL gOUMBE6T S1e0T60TMIHEwL L
SppLbu GeuemenseifletT OSMLTFFWMESLD.

1992 8 Bomens gamHuduieor Gedlss eFweomerit
@ungmeflwed SleeueddsT) eredTm USENlHS 2 WiTey QUMMM
OIS mHHE gemngudluileor 200-SyemLs asninsTenegarfler LiFgmeor
SeneroTLILINENINS SLeMLDWMDHNILD eUTMILLLD SleufiLLb 6smGeHsL UL LS.

SETEDIEMLILI  SIEIEUDES SHLEMLDEET OGMLTUMET Led &FiieuGse
fnl LRIGEHSS Olpsnmisl NrgBleunss eagermmiT.

Boomens  eallehepneor (POTGaTHME &FHIGD, LOMID Seomiens
eunpeflued FrmsD Spslweunmled o mlferons && [BlLeooTTeHEbL 60T
OBBRISIW OSMLITL eneusSmbhenit. Letrert 1994 &ed [HeoorL (35 audbL)
Sipsnmhis Cenauuilediipbs! UI6) QLDDITIT.

usdN Guasnedler smss Mepsdullesr Ueter 199486
6TDG FRIGSHeT aFweonsnt LHeuiled goulL SemLeeuaflemw mTliL
(LPETTEUBSITT. SleUIHeMLI ST 2 _emLPLILIEOT SMT6U0TLDNES SThISSS60T
Gamemeussir LE6TTTBLD S LPULILILIL (B (LPSEILILDITET H&B6UEDSET Sevofleut
WUILGSSLILLLET. SRSMmIGET SNenlb Geuemedsend &evofleofipwi
UBSSULLEB SlluetoilseT Se0GeunsSLLLLE0T. Led ShHSTLLmIS6Tled
SHETEDIEWL.  (LPEOT 2_HMT600THSIE0 eLpeOLD 6ILD(pemLIl 2 _mLifeoTemnd
eFWHLL  emeudbd HiF Geaflly OlQeuedsemenuyd &1 OFIST.
@uiey eumDLUleT &LMSMEID OFHILIUNSG SWILD LOMID ShhisleL
USHfeNEHEBHS ShHeLYTEULDTET LD &L (BemIs6T 6eripglermit. 2002-
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2005 s&meoll LUGFulled &LOMSMeOTL LI6UoTlHEhE&ESH60T SIS MhRISSS60TTED
mimeuiulL  (Triple R) Qswesssled =sdw  HTBEs6T  SIHSSIL
o geflnengnsl  UesoflwmDr) 6UL&S &lpHS  LDMEILLRISEHHGSES
BHSPHL  OFWeLDTEYSHET BLHHID Semevoriumengns 2_geleormit.
SisgILevT AUTpCaEmIsaeT bmeul L LbHMILD LFGCsH& SleIeue0&MISHEnEHE
6UMGEDITRIG6T, &6vofleofl, SiFs WHSHILD, UT&HeD WHSHID Shélweunemnn
@68l BErEseT Sllalmssls S LsSenns uDnis aBTBSSTT. WL
8515 sedafl LenLPW LDMevoTalT SHISLD (ASMPLOL), QULHS &HILD&E
LI6mLpW LDTevoT6lT FLOGLDET6OTLD Sh&lieummled GSFWIEOMeNT, 2 LI SHemeDeNT
LDOHMILD HEWEVUIT LSBT cUSlGSHITIT.

SHEOTEDIENLII  GISMIPLDL] LIEWLPUI LDTE0OTENT &his SIetor(B GUIHL
HMEEMLDL LGeEsT0SH0 Hedel SlembFsFenT 6IDg &mis FHEragL
2 _mUleoTT&EBLE0T 6150  FHHGSMT.  SIFFHHULesT  Le6eoTTES
seoanfl (WpeTusss SLLL Leorgemoly, Sedeymfl elglwipdled L
sLLLMmI&6T, ellememuni®G enwsner ellfleunsseileor asmLiT&Es Shslweor
eBEMILLGSSILILL6DT.

2013 pesbuT LNssHed wWip Sngeled Slewy BT FSHIImIS
61FWeDLDITEY [BLEFIEUITT. FHIIRGS GSGLpailesr UmeueneTsaser ‘Chess
Informant’ ereotn euELMBS LTSHDRISET Srevoneemet Q&MBHSMIT.
SeoTBLD 610G SNl FHIMRS HLPHD (LPETETerNES CUBEUSDE
Slps&eniIBLD (LpaLoNS LWIHES FILLLD eetTemms SWNfleg Slenilifeormit.
SSFILLLD HDHEUNG H6daNIf SlFuiTeusLD 2 6iTengl.

SlevotemiDulled  HOAMIBSHF 61FOTM  ElewemuUTL(B  EWLDSTEDT
efifleunss ellemereysener Cruuinsl UMTeneUWLLAT. &SLES cLPeITm)]
LMSmIs6fed Sleugnomiwl LeoflseT emLsmeor eXlifleunsaeid GGMLTLITeDT
6eTpgl CamemeusHemens SDEMOLLBSS 2 sailligl.

UNEIHSHEUIT: E1BENTTEU CIFWIEDITEITT,

BB HIBITSIT BHESHITFDT,

wnp Sngié SOl LewLpIL LDITEUOTENIT FIBISLD, 618MLPLDL]
e&MLpLOL) - 2015-01-10
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SB35 af SNUDLMTAIT SlalTHaflar LaDalBSLI
aranT G1as waaral FlelBmLD) SIDLIGOTEOTIT
TAPFHI ASTLTFS

BHEOMH\3) afl. SIDLICOMTONT
(1937-07-21 - 2022-12-28)

2015-01-10 (Ppged 2022-12-28 eueDT SHOMBIF SILDLIGDEUTETOTIT
Somensuiad mBluyfonbHad ol s eunphg eubsnT. SnsHs
sneoliL@Fulled wp mbgis &0l LIEmLPU LDTETOTENT FRISLD G\&MLPLDL|
LDMMILD LiemLpWl LDMevoTeNiT BLOLIG6mE Bl Spsleunning Sleuit HeorE
OLBNFEDETHEMENS OSNLTHS eUpRSemT. wip Snhss sedenf
FHIIRGE SHLPHSHIEIT HOMIGETS REILLOD FHOHSGE SREMITRIGET,
&NbS FHITMIGS SMISET, SeynIHsHe SniaI BGé&seT HNID eilleneored
QFwedelenss LIeDenssHemeTLLD SleoTUelflILLNg euLDBIEeTTT.

8i5s sMOsLLEFD SlauT Semens Spsmms Hsnflsense
SpsnmissdHler swrflifled 2o etem elLwmseT uDBS QSTLIHS
Eh&SHLTEULDTET HLRSMIGEME 6T(LDEGOTTIT.

2016-10-30 Sleim Sleuit SleyeHCpedun  eseoTm  GrEmumed
SlUFILLG 6UBESH HEOTEI FleOTeOTLDEFEFT6T WIMLDEILDMLY &F600T(LP&EITETEL 60T
&gl sneoLd greidleotnit. LevTevriT SleuiT EEOMRIENBHSHF QFEOTDIT. I
Seuit, gaunl s Seweoulled &MUSHTED SleudlliulL sHeorgh @G
sCaMeIamIL 60T Sigls GBI Q5606 LTT.

&r&UI60TLD SITEUOTLDNE SIEUTTED HEUT HEMLDWIETET FHLOSSSlEnSHEHEESF
QFedeu(Lplpwiedlebemen. SigeoTed LSEYLD LDEOTEUBSSHSIL60T SBHST.
8mHsLd HewweonfleT SBHTLipssEns 2017-03-03 Sl
Beomiens QOFOTDNT. SMhIG ST HEMLDWENT LDeweuTal LD&SHET LDHMILD
SBLOUSH60TIfIE0T LD60T ShMIHRUHSHTS 2017-08-24 euemy SBHST.

Gamaill GBI LFeled &MIesorbns Sleuit 2019-09-21 pHed 2022-
05-03 euem Beormiens 61F60a06Tlsenen. SlalT S6Tg Smigl ellpLLmiEensT
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FleopGeupmieusnans 2022-05-03 (pged 2022-08-25  euemy

Beomemsuiled se0tg CrEIsHemsF C1Fe6 il LTiT. Sleui LieoTTeUnLDeysHsns
2022-10-05 WPpged 2022-11-02 euewy UTeyL LDhHGleuDemeoTulled
SmHHMT. 2022-11-02 QSTLESD 2022-12-28 6uenl, Sl6uiT SnéESLd
elemy e260Ld ShitallLm edleIm! Qeued FeLpHSHSled SIBHSMiT.

2022-12-28 &wm SeomedGsiis  Grplulpe &pey 10.15

wevoflwenelled (@eormiems Crud Nbused 2.30 Lbevol) Sleurgl ShevTom
gleuugld SlewLBHSHE!.

My Ammappa

Ammappa always took me on little trips when | was young. Whenever
Ammappa needs to do painting for the house, he takes me to the shops to
help him with colour matching. He used to pick me up from kindergarten and
primary school. He took me for outings and got me the food | liked. We used
to go to the nearby park and play. He comforted me when | got sad and upset.
At his older age, | was in Dunedin and whenever | came home for the holidays,
he greeted me happily and asked about my studies. Because | wanted to be a
doctor, he always told me about his health issues and asked for advice. He also
told me that he was waiting to be treated by his doctor granddaughter. When
he was extremely sick at the care home, he saw me, but was unable to speak
to me, which made me sad. Then on the 28th of December 2022 | was sad to
hear that he passed away. But | knew he was extremely sick and it is good that
he is no longer suffering. May his soul rest in peace.

Gagjalakshmi
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Introduction given by

Jaffna Hindu College 0ld Boys Association, Colomho
when issuing Distinguished Service Award — 2015 to

Dr V Ambalavanar

Introduction - Dr V Ambalavanar
(21-07-1937 - 28-12-2022)

Birth: Dr Ambalavanar was born on 21-07-1937 at Northern House, Arali
South, Jaffna. His father died when he was 7 months old. He grew up under the
care of his maternal grandfather.

In 1941 his education began at Arali South Saraswathi Vidyalaya for
three months. He was a student at Jaffna Hindu Primary School from 1941
to 1944. During this time, he learned to play chess at home with his maternal
grandfather, uncles, his elder brother, and relatives of similar age. Grandfather
guided him to accept victory and defeat equally in the game. He was a student
at Jaffna Hindu College from 1945 to 1954.

At that time, he was interested in football, cricket, and sports competitions
along with studies. But the end point for his sport activities was a fractured left
elbow in a high jump attempt at home.

His mother died in late 1954. That year he excelled in all four subjects in
the GCE A/L examination. In 1955 he got direct admission to the University of
Colombo with an entrance scholarship.

In his first year he participated in a chess tournament in the university.
Nothing big was achieved. He graduated in 1958 with a Bachelor of Science in
Mathematics with a second-class upper degree.

From 1958 to 1959 he served as a temporary instructor in the Department
of Mathematics, University of Colombo. He then served as a temporary lecturer

for four months at Aquinas College, Colombo 8.
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He joined Planning secretariat as Research Officer in December 1959.

In 1960, he played on the first board of the Planning Secretariat Group
in a chess competition held among government office groups and helped his
Group finish second. After that he entered the national level competitions.
His achievements in chess were listed by the President of Sri Lanka Chess
Federation and presented to him in the form of a certificate. A successful start
was in 1961 when he took first place in the majors. He won several chess
tournaments held at the Central YMCA in Colombo in the early and mid-sixties.

In 1966 he married the eldest daughter, Sivakamy, of Urumbirai Hindu
College principal Mr A Vaidialingam. The arrival of his wife was a turning
point in his life in many ways. In 1966 he became Sri Lanka’s premier chess
player. After that in 1967 he received a scholarship and went to the University
of Manchester, England for Further studies. There he received a Diploma in
Development Economics in 1968, followed by a master’s degree in economics
in 1969 and a Ph.D. degree in Econometrics in 1972. His wife, who went
there with him, got her master’s degree in science, from the same university.
Ambalavanar’s academic abilities earned him promotion to Assistant Director
in the Planning Department in 1969.

Dr Ambalavanar who returned to Sri Lanka in 1972, filled an eminent
position in the newly formed Ministry of Plan Implementation. He was
promoted to Deputy Director in 1974 and appointed as Director in 1981.

He continued playing chess and administrative duties pertaining to chess,
along with responsible official positions. He won first place in the 1976 United
Tractor Invitation Contest. At the end of 1976 he was ranked second in the
Sri Lanka Chess Rankings. In 1977 he led the Sri Lankan team in the chess
tournament, South-Region — Sri Lanka, held at Pondichery, India. In the 1979
Asian Junior Tournament held at Sivakasi, India, he shared the duties of coach-
assistant-camper to the players and was consistent. After 1973 he served as
Chief Referee in many national, open and group tournaments. In 1980 he
functioned as the Chief Arbiter of the first Standardization Chess Tournament
held in Colombo. From 1973 to 1984, except 1981, he served as an executive
committee member of the Sri Lankan Chess Federation. In 1976, 1977 and
1980 he served as honorary Secretary of that Federation. He prepared the Sri
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Lankan Chess Federation’s standardization and implemented the same until
1984.

From 1977 to 1988 he was instrumental in the production of the quarterly
publications ‘Performance’ and ‘Progress’ published by the Ministry of Planning
and Implementation.

In 1989 he was promoted to the post of Director General in the Ministry
of Policy Planning. Through this position, he played a leading role in the
President’s waste control scheme. The scheme also includes streamlining of
office spaces, streamlining of vehicles and telephone usage. The late President
Premadasa who observed his ability to work, daring to the extent of controlling
his (President’s) phones to perform effectively on a vision basis praised him
“You have outdone me in terms of vision.” Apart from these, he played a key
role in the President’s Poverty Alleviation (Janasaviya) program and the first
nationally implemented clothing distribution program for school students.

In 1989, he was appointed as the Director General of the National Building
and Research Organization. Due to his deep observation of the work done
there regarding the natural calamity, Landslides, he became overly concerned
about the natural calamities that occur in Sri Lanka and the human suffering
caused by them. His continuous service through the post of Director General
in the Ministry of Policy Planning and implementation soon led to the creation
of a Natural Disaster Management Plan in our country. The current state-of-
the-art forecasting and security measures are continuation of his early work.

In 1992 he was promoted to the post of Additional Secretary (Economic
Affairs) to the President of Sri Lanka. From there he was given the responsibility
of acting as the Chief Liaison Officer of the President’s 200-garment factories.

He went as a government representative in many international meetings
related to his official duties.

As a member of the Sri Lankan Association for the Advancement of Science
and the Sri Lankan Economic association he kept in close contact with fellow
experts. Later in 1994 he retired from a long (35 years) government service.

After Padmasiri Yesudas’s music recital program in 1994, he volunteered
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to fill the vacancy in the post of secretary of our association. Due to his
tireless work the association’s files were rebuilt and valuable information was
computerized. The work of sending letters has also been computerized and the
work has been simplified. On many occasions, by his own example, he made
our members active and organized fund-raising activities.

After retirement he authored many constructive articles for Tamil and
English newspapers on peace. During the period 2002 — 2005, he worked as
United Nations Concept Assistant in the Triple R Secretariat established by
the government for peace operations and assisted as a liaison in conducting
conceptual workshops for the North, East Districts. He also provided vehicles,
computers, printing machines and fax machines to the district and regional
offices of the regions through the United Nations Development Program.
He held the posts of Secretary, Vice President, and President of Jaffna Hindu
College Old Boys Association Colombo and North, East Regions Schools Past
Pupils Federation.

During his two-year presidency of the Colombo Old Boys Association, he
visited the Minister of Education with senior members of our association. As
a result of the consultation, the renovation of the college front building, new
buildings near the college road and the continuation of the expansion of the
playground were streamlined.

In December 2013, he conducted a half-day chess workshop at Jaffna Hindu
College. He issued two annual publications, ‘Chess Informant,” for the use of
the Chess Club. He prepared and sent a training plan to lay the foundation for
our college chess club to come to the forefront again. The scheme is currently
under the management of the college principal. He recently visited the college
and witnessed first-hand the effects of the playground expansion. His work
in the last three months has helped us to update our work on playground
expansion.

Colombo

2015-01-10

Read by Nagarajah Kunatharshan, Honorary Secretary, Jaffna Hindu
College Old Boys Association, Colombo

* %k k k 3k
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Continuation is written by his wife
Sivakamy Ambalavanar after his demise.

Dr V. Ambalavanar
(21-07 1937 - 28-12-2022)

From 10-01-2015 to 28-12-2022 Dr Ambalavanar lived in Sri Lanka and
New Zealand alternatively. During this period, he continued to provide his
advice to Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association, Colombo, and Old Boys
Trust. He also gifted digital chess clocks, magnetic chess pieces, instruction
DVDs and vinyl demo boards for the benefit of Jaffna Hindu College chess club.

During this period, he continued to write constructive letters to
Government Officials on subjects under preparation by government.

On 30" October 2016 he went to Australia and stayed with his sinnamachal
Yalmoli Sanmugarajah who was suffering from illness. Then he went to Sri
Lanka. There he spent most of the time with his only brother who was suffering
from a head injury due to a fall until 1% January 2017.

He could not go to Sri Lanka for his brother’s funeral because of ill-health
and he was incredibly sad. But he managed to go to Sri Lanka on 03 March
2017 for his brother’s Anthiratti. He stayed in Sri Lanka until 24" August 2017
to console his brother’s wife, children, and other family members.

Due to the spread of COVID disease he did not go to Sri Lanka from 21-09-
2019 until 03-05-2022.

He spent his time in Sri Lanka from 03-05-2022 to 25-08-2022 to fulfill
his last wish. He was in Burwood hospital from 05-10-2022 to 02-11-2022 for
rehabilitation. From 02-11-2022 to 28-12-2022, until his demise he was at llam
Arvida Living Well Community.

On 28-12-2022 at 10.15 pm, Christchurch time (2.30 pm Sri Lanka time)
his soul attained Siva Padam.
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wimpriLmesnd @b &ibHe0e0mT] Lenpuwl wiemsieuT Fmisd (QasrapdL])

5 Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’ Association (Colombo)

eSS TaT CFanal allbal - 2015
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
BHVMH I3 afl. SNDLIGOITENT

wmp. Sig Sprbull unLgmeneoulleyid eoteorit winp. Snbgié Hedeqmif]
-ld &.eums.2/5.) euemy &edel uLullerml, HedEnifle &meossleD,
FHIMRIGLD, 2 _emSUBSTLLLD, 2 WILUMLISHED 2 LLL  6GIDUI6NEDEEDTIT
GunLigsefld SphiTeud &MLl Q&MLPLDL LDSHEDE0HHDESHID &H600MH
&enoneoill ULLgmAwnd, 1959 efled HWFH 22 euwdHled HlLLOLed
SprmiIEs Sigyeueoit ugailuledlpnbg 1992 6fled gemnglugluileor Goeosls
esweorenit ugall euemy 2_wiugeiseT LD eusles euiailer LleTeoTHLD
Smugl eUIBLMRISEHSG GLDeons WM. Shgis Se0NIfl LIsmLpW! LDT6ToTeUIT
&misLD e&MLpLbUlID - winp. &bgisseoanl BLollsemns Blélusaabd Led
ugeilse eudblegs HeoaMfl euemTFAulled SissemD SMLIR GUIBLD SHEOMBIS
&fl. SILbLEEUTETTTH&E WMLPLILIMEUOTLD &b&IeHE0Rf LWLPUI LDTeToTeuiT
SMRISLD - Q&MLPLDY 2015 ShLd ShevtT(BHSME0T LD&SSM60T Csemel alhens
eULpRISS asenTailliLgled eLBLISLDenL SleiTDEI.

1967 6fled LeoemLLflFled GuDM Smigleonbg  LDIEBTEFEDLIT
Leb&BemesHELPESHD  Slieflpsdll  eundpeflwed UGemmbm  ULLLD,
1972606 GUNEBefeveTemer SHeOMBISLLLLLD, Seomienasuled F&ITmIS
(PSETTEMLD ShLL&&HMIINS eXlenmsliugiL6or, QeuefEnGsefled HemLeLDD
Gur_igsefigaLd LMRIGSHMEMLD, HL Sipeonsaed Slempgdleor ‘PERFOMANCE’
PROGRESS’ mneb&er gwniflljLsasneor umisefliy, 1992 efled 200
ShemL HOSMPImETemevs6fleor ShbL GemevorLiLINGNiT, ShaleUDM)IL 60T
&15515860aMf] LIeMLDLLI LDTETOTEUIT SRISLD 61&MILPLDLS Heme0eUTTH S(HHs
Geuemen &edNIfl (LPeUTLESS HLLL LEOTFeMLDLL, L &SLLL LbHmILD
elememun_(B emosner eflifleunsesd Spélweunnied Seuit SMLlpwl SpiteuLd
GSPUILS &nlpuicmel.
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seoafle sneosHaID, AFFGaemeuwieD SleuTg FTSHEM6E0TEEWEMIL|LD
SevtetteooHm Gremeusemenu|d UMDl Semm 2015 &hb Shetor(®
gevtaulfl DML 17 Shd Flogl wassnear Csemer all(rems 6ULPHIHES
asempailliLgled Wp. &rbSisHse0aqfl LImLPLI LDTETT6NIT FRISLD, O&MLPLDL|
LSls6YLD LDEILDEUEML El6TTDE.

AP H. NCFTHT BIT.BHETDHTFOT
SHEWEDEUIT Q\FWeO6ITIT

wmp. &bgié S0 LemLPUI LDTETOT6UIT STRISLD, 61&MLpLDL

Dr Ambalavanar

| got to know my husband’s cousin, Ambalavanar, when he came to study
for a PhD in economics at Manchester University in 1967. He stayed with us for
a short time before moving into a nearby flat when his wife, Sarasu, arrived to
do a master’s degree. They were a very pleasant couple, and when my husband
had a sabbatical year at the University of Edmonton in Canada, they stayed in
our house when we were away. Both were diligent students and returned to
Ceylon (Sri Lanka) after acquiring their higher qualifications, to pursue their
careers in government and science respectively. Unfortunately, the civil war in
Sri Lanka upset their way of life. Ambalavanar’s loss must be a sad one for his
family to bear.

Mary Sampanthar
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wMpiumend SbhaHid Heoeui)
SFBufan agFuis)

Sl (GeoMHBIFH) ellFeUBETST SALDLEDEUTETITT Sl6liTaE6fleor Lbemmey
6TILD&HGLD 6TLDG| FPHSHIHGLD SHgis HeoanflaGd FEasuIw Sweons
Guifipuunm@Ld.

wmpliLmevorLd Sbgié He0QMIUTeUT LsLDLYSS LIEWLPLL LDITETOTEUTSHETB6IT
SIGTTEOTTHLD 6IHEUIT SheUMiT.

wmplunesord b&Is  &ed@Mflll  LemLPW  LDTETOTENT  FhiSSE60T
Q&MLbLS Slewemuieyd LemLpwl Lbmevoreuim HLOLlGems FlElssled
HEMEDEUIT, LIeooflLILIMeMT, FemU SMIBSHSHEUT, FWDHGSLP 2 MILITeDTT 6T6vrL
ueougailsefled uevoflummn) wmp Sbgiederr eueniTEflssnsl LTGLLL
(Lp6UTCEDTMIRBETREIT IHELBLDTEUMIT. SHEoflLLL (LPemdMUTEILD SHemLDLIL|SEHS
L M&HEYLD SHIMLD &M HEdA LDMSHTeUSHSNS Shpmiwl Lievoflser SterLLfluieor.

8rgs seoanfluiled EHMSETTED SlEUBHESS HeWLHF 6ILIIHEMLDES
FrLT&G6) SleuiT Spmm Lisooflsenmed &edaIfle @& s SHlemL &S OILIHEMLDSEIBLD
FLT@&LD 6T60TmNed Sig! LSlemsWnsngl.

wmp &ngHs SOl Lewpwl LbmevoreuiT BLOLGens Hleluigsleor
SHeweoauns SmHHeuUnpgsl  seanfluller mressHemsID  SHevoflefls
sl HemsD GwUBssL L euflseflsd FHAmlumer Gemeuwmpsiuid
o_eiTemmiT.

SleTTeMLDS  HMDSHHD WD BhHeler FHOMS HLSHSHH60T
UENTENEHNS FHIHRIS LSHHREET, SRS LEDHSSET FSHITMHIS
LDevoTls an (GaeTlement SlevtLafilLng euLprRISIWIlHBSTT.

eTebedmeUMMIBE&LD GLbeons egeorngludluflesr Goeogles GFweomemgmasLl
uesofllmDrilwenid 6rbgl HeOQNHHEGL AUmenD GoTed @b SIbFLDNS
SleWLDBHSH G
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“Cameotniletr LHEILDNG CHMeTmIs S, SogleoriT
Ganeotmedletr G5MeTDTEmLD [HE0TM)]”

“BD& HFLMHS SOHLIEMEN SDDLIeoT
BIDs SSH&S 55"

6Te0Tn  eueTEBaUL  GLBHESMHWINT UTEGSHEHHS  SlemLbul
GUMLDEUNTRIE EUMLDIEEI SIDISSHIEULD SleWLFS SHEUTEOTMIHIE Sh&HLDM FHE)
euDeD, HEOTLSHFED Fleuend Slevreormiflesr &BLOLSHOTT ShmISHEd
6IUMEYLD 6TEDEDITLD 616DED 6TLD LTLD EMhemen enmehdl BIn&ECmeot.

8. AFHBOLDTDAT

Sigluir
wmpliumesorLd rbgis sedaafl

Amba Uncle

Dr V Ambalavanar grew up with my father, Dr S Sampanthar, in Jaffna. The
two were cousins and were close. My first memory of Amba Uncle was being
looked after by him and his wife, my cousin Sarasu, in a park in Manchester,
while my parents were playing tennis. Ambalavanar and his wife were studying
in Manchester at that time. | was a toddler then, about the same age as their
son, Kumaran, who was in Colombo, so they must have kept me entertained in
the same way as they would have done him. | met Amba Uncle several times
over the years, and always found it interesting to speak to him. In Colombo in
the early 1990s, | remember him giving me advice about how to try to avoid
problems when travelling in the city given the security situation. | last saw
him in Christchurch, New Zealand, when pupils of his daughter Anuradha’s
dance school were giving a performance. Condolences to Sarasu, Kumaran and
Anuradha on their continuing loss.

Sampanthar Ravi
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SADTEOLDMM) efaT FHibif

SE0MMBIS  SILDLIGDEUMETOTIT 6T60TEE LDFSTEOT (LPeWD. SH6UEMT  [HTe0T
fn ewdedlpEEs SiMGeuet. [meT  SldHLDevOTDNES  Gl&MLPLDLIED
aufless asnLmEwLileor Sismeug Sleufler LedsemessLDS (University)
sMesSeolpES Lls6LD BB ULp&lEeoTmid. Steui ereor SLoLlwnsGeu
LILD&leDTHTT.

L6b&HemeDs HLPESHHED Ls&GLEUTEILD LT 2 sHCWNsD eT@SHS!
GeuemeoLniTe@LD GUNILD LDMemed GHITRIBED6T 6T6oT 6L Iged SLILILITT.
GTEUTEDIL ENILD  6T60T  &H6UOTENT  LDMMILD  L6TemenBEBLEDILD  HeNSHSHSI
LD&ILDEUMTT. Sl6UBHS BT OFWILLD LD 2 [HeneTsaIpmIGE SnlLD
Wseyd ellgpliud. erhise 6l iged &6y Ll FTILMG 6TEOTDTED SleudhLD
GIRIGET UL 16D 260016 SHIHHSIEUIT.

Sleuit ereorgl CHMPILD LDEFTEHLOTEIL SlevTevTLyT600flUlletT cLP&S LDS6IT
Seusnblenw (Frsene)sd sedlLMeoord OFUIST. eTeoTgl SLbLlemw|b Sleuit
LoemevTall FFGEmEUILD 6T60T Gl Ip6D (LPSHEDWPEmD FTULIL Slemp&HsEUNF
“©_TRIGEHSE 6Tetteor FmUUNG elldpUuLD?” eTeor elleota@eoteor 2 L Geor
“LILLD 2_[HemensEILPMIGES SMIULD” 6T60T 6T60T HLDLI HElleoTmmit.

ermRiseT ei®LD Sl 6L SibeHEs SHHSENLDWINTED CIMHRIGET
UeTemenae  6eUTMNS  ElemeTIMQEUTTiTSH6T.  eTevTenIemLWl  LileTemenssit
eTedBe0MHLD, (LP&HSWLDNE 6TevTg Semenw Loaei Hemmullesfl, ereot HLOLILSE
SIUTYLD FIILLD 6DEUSSNBHSEOTT. 6T60TEHI HEooTEUIHLD SHLOWLD FrRISHL
dfwiser. SleuTser Smeudbld Q&MLPLLlDd FenLoumibd Senss
&55CFflEHEnsE QETDNGES C1F6UTN| 6)IHEUMTSHET.

1983&pD ShettT(B HeWLOUDD SevrdbseoeugssHleor Gug  6r6oT
SH600TEUEMTILILD E6emeTILl LD&ETT BlIhSHSHEME0TIL|LD SLpIbs FLOWILD . . .

SIe0TLIGOITIT 6T6DEVITLD SLDSGSINLIT Sl6DTLI6TL ILITIT
ereorLiLD 2_flwir LIDné& FHms&meT 72
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SlevTy SedeongeuiT, 6T6D60NMD HLDESBE 6T60T 2 _[flewLD C1&MEOTTLMBEUIT:
Slevry 2 emLweu@pm SO 2 L6d, QunmeT, Shel Sl SlemerTSHGILD
Umpse&60T erevorevoflBeiT.

GTEITEN)ILD EUGTEHEUIT EUMHHINE SHEWLDIW 6T60T HLDL HETHEOLD HIHSHTSI
Beot HHISWHHS SNSH(PEMEING CUHSH 6T60TEHE LDEOT ShMIGHED Sl6flsg
[BIT60T  &LILISSIED WIMLDLILIMETOTLD 6156b60 2 _gedleornit.  Sigeut LiletTemenTiLl
sreoLuGHUIILD eTeos@l UL 2 selluns SmbeniT. Sleul aFuls
2_56ll&6lT 6T60TMILD LDM&HS(LPLRIITSHEmEY.

eTevTementallL. Spm| euig Sememweupnalil eteor HLolemw SUGung
Breor  Snseil CLer. ger  euSIWPHTHS eretement el Geill®
BemenalTHemen  SenDEUETT SHEUTENLLD SleMLPSSMIT  6T60T  [HT6oT
BlemeoTLILGI600T(B. SHevTevTeODMM 6T60T HLbLlullesT ShHLom &MHSH SlemLL
6T6DEDMLD 6U6D6D emmeremetll LFmiTgHgHemeot QFIEIEMeoT.

SBIDS) WIMPIDTLY) FaDIAPBITSIT

My cousin

My cousin, Dr Visuvanather Ambalavanar was s a man of dignity and full
of compassion. He always cared for the less fortunate. When we were young,
we played chess together. He always gave me advice for further studies. | could
not believe that he had left us.

Om Shantbhi

Parwathy Sittampalam (Nesam)
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SUDUDH ST MR CFTHSIT
SNDLIGOITETT !

LD6UOTE00T160  [FEDED6UETTTE00TLD  6UMLDEUMTRIG 6UMLDHS  SILDISHGI6ULD
SlewLEH SOMBIS ellFauBnsin SibLeeuresont SleuTaefeor 6umesor®
Lbemme) HleoHemsUil B SlevTevrmiflest GBLOLSSe0TIMEd eeuefuiiLLBElsoTD
Hleweote) LpedIfled WMLpLILINETOTLD @H&IS SOl LemLPW  LDTEToTeNiT
§mIGLD esmpol efleor &nimiled SlevTevrnpg Hlewevreysementl LISy
elemenaleoTGmeor.

Sl SleuitseiT BLigeoT Led 2 wiflw uselsener SleomsflesCasn®
SniFlwuns (pevtevte geornslug) pevordfmis LGrbgnsnaller NysslGws
Qgweomenpna Levoflummn) ememLiLmleormit.

LeOHsHE OleuTaer eusls@Ld usedlser 6lLdpem GC&isbaleormeor.
Sheuted (b Heviflevtmed DL BGELD Sleuiselt eusls&laotn LiselEs6iT 61LITHemLD
euMSletTDeT. i eUensWIGe SIbFiT SiLbLeDeuTeTonT uslEs Lgailser
QUIHEMLDELINHMETT. SIHEHTE SleUT ShEBemDWTQILD  SlSH60TeLpedLD
SleuempsGsle euEs usellsenmayd wWip SnsHisseanfl FepsLpLd
QILIHEMLDE& METOTL &l

SIpiT  SlaNTseT  FHOTEemLUW  Bememds  HMOSHD  SbHS
Signeugl UML&Tenesnw ailLG eledw mrefledlmnbs Smig cpss: eueny
UL &TemeoUlleoTgILD 6TLDg| LIWLPU! LDITEDOTEUT FRISSSOTSHID euenTEHlsHE
ueo auflserfled (LpevTetlletin) & emLPSSIT. 6TLDg FhiIESHSe0 2 _milLfergns,
mliteunss &L 2 mIiileornns, Heneoeunns sLenwnbml Smnduiled Gumeg
SIS LeD ShevoT(B&6i 6TLD6WLD GULPIBLTSEN60TTT. S&SIL 60T 6TLDGI LIeHLPLLI
LDTE0OT6IT SRISSS60T BLOLGmS SIS LI6d EheuiT(B&6IT H6meDemLDLI
usedl eudlsgl sedaifluilesr eueniTEleEd Slwpng LMBLLLTT.

seoayfluiled FgITmIS elememunligeneot Hed UL SemL6leuaiuieor
feor  eoor(BLD  SpOILLEEILD,  LomevoTeuTHEEMNEOLBW  Sigement
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o &ailllILEIILD (LPeUTEONetIn) 2 6MLPESNIT. FHIITRIS 6llememUNLIENESS
GHemeuWITesT 2 _LIGT600NRIG6T LDHMILD SiFl FLOLIGSHLDME0T [HITEDSHEMEITILLD
ST USSS! 6uIEe Ml Feonbgl HILIedlBHS OSMLTHEE SHenILIEeHT6ooTH
SmHsnT. SIbrsHaId SlenLwl Spml LDNSSSHISS (POTLULD dH 6\5Tens
2_LIBIeruImIGemen Sgnlill emeusSHbBeT.

6TDGI FRIGSHHOT 2022 ShD ShettiB HEWLOLDM ShevorB CILINGIS
Gl L NG SHOTaIenLI SWeonenDemWLd OUNBLUGSSTE SHEOTS
glemevoreilwimit Seusmusl SiLbemLDWIMfle0T FI6METOTLL 60T H60IHE! Q\SHMevoT(B
6TGl U pliteunas@p 2-_milllereny eunpssl 5&Hs Sinflelenrsemnert
QUPRIBF QFUTDEMLD 6IDG FRIBSHHET LOHTET SleUBENLW SHpHS
UDMISHEWED TBSHEIGSHTLIR BID&l6ITDE. SlevTevtnifledt LDemMEY, GMILILITES
wnp &n g6 sedaiflé@LD, WD Snbgis He0af LiemLpul LDTesoTeNIT FMHISLD
esmpLoLeiin@Ld umflu SLpiun@Lb. seoflpefls Gpememwnaid sedaymifl
s meor Slemeumn LHM)SHEDMEYILD 6TLDEMLDELIEDEDITLD SHEUTHS SILDLIGDEUTETOTIT
SIUT&H6IT GTEOTMILD 6TLD LDEUTHSI6D 5600T(B HlemMIBEI EUMLPEUITIT.

SlevteornfledT  SLHLDM  ETLDEEHLDMEDT  &Meolpuiled  Slemglwns
2_emmWL(BLD.

QLb &nhe snbHgl snHEll

mBLITE3T HGID@&SIDTT
SHEMEVEUIT

wmpliunevord Sb&is el
LI6DLPULI LDITE0OTEUIT &hIGBLD Q\&M(LPLDL

9 e

“UMULLSESTS SMTHIHEHTES... 2 _60TESHT60T  GUMLILIEDL
HCW ghuGEsHsase...”
~ LISLIT o [ G Sliigiev Hevrid
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ot SID1 - H3BS FNIHI TDIMTYLD
STILD AUl

AoniomusHeo

eTeuTsGL 10 euWsTs SreELEUngl 66T SLDL SILDLIeDEUT6TOTHES
5 euwgl. BmssT Sl eFedeolLn Sleiserfleor Hemedemibuiled Sl
Gumeril 6l iged EuAGGHMD. Gumpml B SIBENHTEUTETEUTHEBSHELD
LIs@LD LeTemensens@LD LigedlLLbns Smhbegl. S &6y 7 LbevollsGL
u@sged@eunit. et Smemed 6 LDEOUNEE 6TLPBAHLILITT. SOLMLDS
BneoT SleuifledT SHMUMT FeMLDWIED SleMMSSGF CFUTN| FWLDUID QFUILIS
QBMLMBIGEUMT. “Eh&F8l eTetTaGlL LSGSDE” 6T &sleolls@s eFeomy
smuun@G GsLunit. “Q&mesd eumm sl UusneT BT FewLDHSS
OBNLMIS SHEHEDeUT eTetTm ST Snmieunit. LSS BILOILRISEHSEL
Ung SlmueiD SIBs&EemensEE&s Q560N 6T60TeH@ HEOTDNSHL LISSSIDS
6TEDTLITIT.

“®Iuu ereoteor FTULILL Gumspmil? LPLLGETM HITEUT?” 6T60T SMWIMIT
GsLunit. et gngeotuale (refrigerator) Gunesin melerr eugdlaeir
SIPHm SiBs HILseTe WPeed HreT smiFfer Genm WeLEHESTED Sigl
LLPBN&TLDED SBLUSDHETS SHeuiTerti 2ahifl eneusSlmhal SIBSS Her
upb Gsmpres smULIBGeunD. Sleupd “GpLD” 6TevTm] C1&TedEsI SHmwmiT
upb GempmiLeor suildpLd QeumisMULPLD CGUITLGE QSMTESEGLD FTHSHmS
©_6UOTLIMIT.

uetefllsant b Gumeusme seweveurfl ellGoue 2 Ler Unbs
FCHMBITH6T GUTEd LLDGSESI60TD SILDeWmLDWILILIT, FLOUBESIT, HuleongLilsmemner
WHMID eTeT SO SHHBWNT FlewU eDEUSHSHIE OBMTETTIH uflenswns
piouniteser.  eredGeompaGLD  Sleufleor  HmNT  Hemeveurfle@euit.
FCangpiseEnsT Sememweupnaiu ereor HLOL #GaNgITEH6T 6TedEe0MmemIILD
el 2 wpb GewpHHeaT. SleUmEsEE LboDeuTaer Gureaim STenib
o wpons euy WlenHs elldpluld. Hleorpd (et albnbenguied 2 elter
slipuiler (trellis) b Bleom seoTg 2 wWrSems SenellBeunit. OGS
wmp &ngis seonfluiled LRSS auUmE. 8 s SHsELD 66T
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BlewereHGmeot, eXlememmiiged WGBS eXldpLLLD. Sedeynflufled GlFuiw|LD
eflememun_ BeEenen el lggyld e\FIeuniT. eflememunlenH@&s GeHemeuwmeot
2 _LBJeTURIGENST SHTE6T 6Nl ige) SHEHGLD CUMIBLEEDENE CBT6ToTH
QFweunit. SIGUULLLD (cricket) ellememunGeusn@ 61560T60TLDLDL 6WL 6B
bat &&a b GEfsemens &Teror® sMUMASs wicket empuwld umeliiumi.
o wyiumiiged (high jump) elememunlipn® Speti® He0TIL SHlRHED6T
Bleosgled BLE Slaunmih® SNISGSTS ST LMLSGSmIgwl 2 LTSS 6dH
Bl S 2 WglUMigHed eXlememumBeuiT.

Beor ereor SLOL GLDed Siglsll LNFLD emeUSHHHHEEH60T. ellememnBGLD
Gurngl sl eflpbs Slpsned BErenid SipGeuett. sl Afss
eflemerwimgentmed Erenid Siflss elememwn®G@eueor. SO eTevTem6DTE
FleoTeUTH BT 6T60TM)| S1ETTLL 60T SleWLPLILITIT.

BEDILD  6T60T  &evoTaU(blD @BHWMEIDG EheDFUILDLDTEN)IL 60T
@ Bredmsh SeuTeErbLaEn) SoWnsdenr aaugsel G elliend
Qb SleTm [BresT Femowed QFUIL GHfsGE eFTGmeor. 6l 1p6d
2_(Hem6NGHIDHIG S6eD6meD. [T 2 _(HeMETSSILDHIG MRS eUIHLDLIR
BmLES Slglfu QBedeneeimisLD (Siwed 6Nl 1p6d UABSLD eLILIETT)
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A Tribute to My Cousin

Late Dr Ambalavanar was my first cousin, and he is elder to me by 2
1/2 years. We grew up together from childhood. Both of us had our primary
education at Araly Saraswathy Vidyalaya. Later, he and his elder brother
moved to Jaffna Hindu College for their secondary education under the
guardianship of their maternal grand uncle. But | grew up as a village lad
and did my secondary education at Jaffna College Vaddukoddai, which was
a private American Missionary school at that time. But we continued our
relationship by visiting each other in the weekends and during holidays.
When he entered the then University of Ceylon to do an Honours Degree in
Mathematics, we were separated for about 3 to 4 years Then | followed him
to do a Degree in Physical Science at the University of Ceylon and continued
to stay together in another cousin’s place in Colombo. Once his brother Kailas
got married to my sister Kamala, we both became roommates in their house
till he got married. Since he was studious and passed out with colours, | had
a challenging time as my relatives and some of my lecturers who happened
to be his batch mates expected me also to do well like him. He was extremely
helpful and guided me during my university days. In fact, | can remember very
well, the day before my final examination, he advised me to relax and took
me to watch a film. However, | could not reach his level of achievements but
managed to get a Second Class Honours in my degree. Thanks are due to him
and his elder brother Kailas for their encouragement and guidance.

After graduating, he joined the government service as a Research Officer at
the Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs. Based on his performance, he
was sent abroad to do a master’s degree by the then Government. Not only
master’s degree but he completed his PhD and returned to the Island to serve
the country. He did Econometrics, which is a rare combination of mathematics
and economics which help to build economic models and to analyse and
interpret the economic policies of the Government for the development of the
country. Because of his perseverance and hard work, he rosé quickly to be a
Director at the Plan Implementation Ministry. As we all know the then President
Premadasa was quick in picking up intelligent and diligent officers around him
to do the work. He took him as an Additional Secretary to collaborate with
him at the Presidential Office. He continued in that position till his retirement.
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One of the especially important projects he managed among several others,
while he was at the Presidential Secretariate was the establishment of several
garment factories/industries all over the Island which are still earning the
much-needed foreign exchange to the country.

While he was at the Ministry of Economic Affairs, | also happened to join
a department coming under that Ministry. When | had any problems, | used to
go to him for advice. He would always find the time to listen to my problems
patiently and advise me not to get emotionally worked up and take any rash
decisions and guided me on the correct path. He was helpful to many of his
juniors and encouraged them not to get discouraged due to these types of
problems but to face them and continue to do an excellent job.

Apart from his official duties, he would encourage young children to study
well and assisted them in whatever way he could. | can remember vividly
that he always made it a point to bring educational books as gifts instead
of toys for my children on their birthdays, when they were young. He was
the Chess Champion at that time and used to encourage my son to excel in
playing chess. It is his way of doing things. He was an active member of the
Old Boys Association of The Jaffna Hindu College and served as honorary
Secretary and President of the Association at separate times. Thus, he helped
his old school in many ways. His intention was for the children to excel in their
studies and to become good citizens wherever they are.

He is missed not only by his family but also by his relatives and friends.

S. Sangarapillai (Naduvil).

9 e

Weapons do not cleave the soul, fire does not burn it, waters
do not wet it, and wind does not dry it..!!
- Bhagavath Gita
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Legacy of Dr. . Ambalavanar

Chess, though it was claimed to have originated in the east was and to a
certain extent is dominated by westerners, especially Russians. Even though it
was introduced to the Srilankan elite during the colonial era, it never gained
popularity among the masses. Dr. V Ambalavanar, though he was an economist
by profession holding key positions in the government, was a pivotal figure
in the Srilankan chess due to his passion for the game. Several Tamils such
as Wijendra, Nagaratnam and A Ambalavanar were contemporaries of Dr. V
Ambalavanar who also dominated the chess scene in the post-colonial Sri
Lanka of nineteen fifties to seventies of the last century, but DrV Ambalavanar’s
contribution was unique since he engaged in the chess scene throughout his life.
He was the national chess champion of Sri Lanka in 1966 and represented Sri
Lanka in the international events with Rasiah Ananthan, another player hailed
from Jaffna. When the Chess Federation of Sri Lanka was officially formed in
1978, Dr. V Ambalavanar was one of the founder members, contributed to the
drafting of its constitution and functioned as its secretary for several years. He
was also responsible for calculating and maintaining the rating lists of Srilankan
players in the eighties. He also served as the tournament director for several
national chess events. Sometimes he even willingly gave his residence for
conducting meetings and even for tournaments when a suitable venue could
not be found. I still remember the out-station division finals of the Srilankan
national championship cycle in which | also played in 1983. This event was held
at Dr Ambalavanar’s Kirillapona residence. He played many roles for the event.
He was the organizer, tournament director and even caterer who served food
and drinks during the event.

His contribution was never limited to the national scene. His contribution
to the development of chess in his hometown Jaffna and at his Alma mater
Jaffna Hindu College is immeasurable. There was a chess boom in Jaffna
following the Fisher-Spassky match of 1972 which led to the formation of
Jaffna Chess Club. When the club was formed by Mr. V Ganeshalingam, Mr.
Chellappah, Mr. Rajasingam and others at No 10 Brown Road which was Mr.
Ganeshalingam’s residence, even though Dr. Ambalavanar lived in Colombo he
became a founder member and extended his support in all possible ways. He
never failed to appear at the chess club whenever he visited Jaffna. He also
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played for the club team in the team matches and competitions. When the
Northern Chess Club was formed in 1981, Dr. Ambalavanar was its patron and
continued to support it until it became dysfunctional in 1983 following the
ethnic pogrom and the outbreak of war.

The chess club at his Alma mater Jaffna Hindu College was formed in
1975 and Dr. Ambalavanar was instrumental to it. He donated books, chess
boards and clocks and even conducted training sessions for the students.
His contribution continued till his last days. Whenever he visited Jaffna, he
would visit Jaffna Hindu College specially to see the chess club and to see
how he could contribute further. Even though he is not among us anymore
the club continues to carry forward his legacy. More than twenty-five players
are internationally rated and some of the students have won national and
international events.

Even though Dr. Ambalavanar is not with us, he will be remembered by
everyone who is associated with him and benefitted from him. His exemplary
life will continue to inspire those who know him and interact with him. May
his soul rest in peace.

T Arunakirinathan

Instructor in English DELT

University of Jaffna.

Former Secretary

OBA-Jaffna Hindu College

77, Jaffna Hindu College Lane, Jaffna.

9 e

You have a right to perform your prescribed duties, but you are
not entitled to the fruits of your actions..!!
- Bhagavath Gita
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LML FTem6eD&6IT60T WIMLD &bgis &edaqnifl LommILD winLp &b LoseriliT s&eogamfl
Splweupnled GT5EHNLD. GSLDIEIT-eINSHTEWEUS HEUEOTILILISDBMTHELD
wrp sseT Slfelpsdlesnseald Sleul frflg smeoLD WLDLILITetoTSSe0
Geuemen LIMTSSIIT.

BerrEs606UT5H0TEUNG H60TFH SH6E00TEUT LDevolleunsEHemerT SLpHl
56)158 6160t FHhlema EIILDEOTE6UT LDEUTSLNISEHSETE ETRIEET GHBLOLISSIL 60T
afllbeomemeuu|ld  SlemLpSHSIH CHMeTTI(B 1984EHD Shetti® SHHwm
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gt Leofls seomsenens sflAss eubGomb. eflbeonailsst D6
eunsrdl ANIGLPHEMSWITS EHHSLIQWINED 6TMRIS6T SleTEn60T EUNSElemUls
seoreummILiLed emeus&bHgl aloeon BB aFeaTneUT 2 _geileorTiT.

SigeTLiletT GLogemenT 198584D Shetoi(B gLLITed LDISHLD 6GleverdTiT
(Leicester) Ue&BMEOEHLDESHD Ligss ®&EW  SrrnESusHnES
SlgILilGeotmid. 16t 1987EHD ShettiB SlETINHTEMEU QSMLPLOLINE
L 1p66\8Me0oTB 6uHCHMLD. &edamfll LelGUNEG LUTSHILIQUILD, &THILS
RSB, eunsHu sRESD, @elubd SpAuaDHEODS OBMLIBHS
snsCsMD. Slepnsneler ursHILiou SFmGsNHNSHENS E&MLPLDL|
geuit LpevorLugHled (Tower Hall) 1989&4D SpetoiB HLESG60TILD.
ot SlgIpMSTemeuw|D 199180 ShetdT(® LJLLME LDIHLD 61606r0TiT
L6D&BEMEDEHLDESF Ligss SNenIliGermbd. esdlw Spnsfugded ereor
sl Gemunayd Sleuir emevtal &FHATTEYD 6TMRS6T  LieTemenseifeor
Coemeusemens &Heuetlleg eUBSTEET. @GLDIET 1989&LD &hevor(B
Sleoreoflwed opmID SeosFpefiied siemmuied @emoneofl umPuiiwied
uLLpd (@everdgit, UK), 1993 &hld ShettiB H&E66D QSHTLIIEOMHIL LISSE0
WaiLoneofl uLLpLb (Geverdpit, UK) eumbmmiT. Slenignsn 19958410 &hetoT(B
Sleoreoflwed opMID SeosHrefiied siemmuied @emoneofl umPuiiwied
uLLLb (@everogit, UK) @ummrit.

(SLDIJET 616UDEDEDT GTEUTLIEUEDT S &IHLDETOTLD C1FUIFI E16D6TOTIT LIGDEHEMEDSH
&LD& LDMEUOTENT GeoTHIIWLSSleor Hliteunaling  LsooflwmDmyémiT. &e3eor
GE0TD I LDHEGGSLD &HIEDQLY GTEUTD 6(H LDHEBHGSLD SHMUITET
SIIITHNT BEnEOSH6METT LOFI OBMETOIL. Sl FEUTLLTED SlenmenGais
&6d LTSHBILIQWILD, BIBNLE FRSHD ShElweunlsd HnenLodidbas e
Spfiflemwwine eflenmGEDIT. SIHSIL6UT H6UT HHensELMNETN SemmLsHs
Blens Slepnsn SmGeter Letemerwinit  Camuis&s eFeTm)
Goeunprasemenll LNGeudlad SisGsnuilslled 2 eiten ells&TsmIseEnsd
2 _MLEET MHHFH QIPRIGUFQID HOTH  QUIECHIRISDTE
e FealBSEImmT.

e &owb oo sMhenCsell Srempns WselwnT et
UeTemensepLeor e&mipblled &@pbg  wiplunesord GCrréedl  Lens
euevoTiguiled QFEOEILDBLINGI Siememeuuiled SlemLLbemLpuileoried E6ueiTeNLD
LHEHEEBSHS LIensH6U60uTe (LPeiTen)sGam Lleoren)sGasm 6156060 (LpIRUITLDED
mleotmiel L&l 6Te0T &HevoTeuT LIediT HBHSID G&H6ITLDeDd, 6IHEILIToT 60T
UeTemensenLeor Hevfluing erevTeOroIFUILILD 6T60TEnI)l 6T60T FLDLDSESIL 60T
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HeoT 2 _ufewpuwld OUNBLUBGSSTEH HeoT HADmrigluiled Slememen Q560TM)
snHsMTEsHelenwLd LlsTeneTesemeb SlemLpsg eubsTT. SFEFemneuemniL
SleuT QFIIEUSNS 6T6TT LDMLDIT FEUOI(LPHIMENQID SlUT LD&EIT LTSHEDILD
SleUIHLEIT Fnl FaFeoTn ShpMw 2 _geail Stemluflwig.

Sleufler Olpsnmis Ggemeu, HMLigeoT SillallEsHsE SppmliwLesof,
sebell/seoenfl Fepss5SIHE SHDUIL OSTroIB, S&ITMIS 6XlenemuTLLged
2 eitem  SiTUuevHflL/Fngemeot, &wW  FEUIG. 2 melleriTesens@Ld
Unmasd Oeflss o selssr eeend Semmudperned Seflgnes
SlemLDI5SH60T.

SleUIfl60T SLIMIT 6T6TT60T [HleM6eUTHS SleUiflelr enaHEHem6N 6T60T SlsvTemevTulesT
m&H6lMed QUUEDLSSTCIT aSflailedemeD. 6T60T SleiTemeoTUENT 6MEHEWEIT
Sleufletr ems&afled @LUUENLSS LOMFNfl ermiseT HlpLDevorsleor  Lieor
6Te0T  SleUTemEUTHEE Sl 6H UDMLD&eoTTHEGe 61660 el wSHled
o gellunseyd, SpCNsFsITEaD SBHSNT. 6Te0Tg  H6U0TENHESGLD
eTeotgl  OUDCDNI&EEEsGLenLUled WsFfnHES 2 mey SmeorlUlL gl
eTeuTsl  HHemSWTT  Hedoeynfl SFupnss  sSLemWTDMIWENT. Sl
Uibsneomiseflled (Lp&EILILDTEOT  (Lplpeysemen  TBHGLD  Gungl  6reurTgl
&600T6L[fl60T S}, GeoNE6mevTemILIL AILIMS HEUMIEUSIEO6MED. 6T60T SHETTEWEOT 60T
aIGunglusnasgled emisEnLeT &MLl eubg SmdlullmbsEung
SNTTMTESHS Gzemeuwimeot eugglaemer QFLIZIOSTHLLSILD
Slevremevtuileot eXlpLILIMIGEMETL LyTHE) 15 UIENSIEID E6TTULD SHETOTLITIT.

19958pLD Shevti(BE SMelLGHulled Seomienauilent eUL&E HLp&HE
WoGse Lonevorauitaeflest sedel Waeyb FTPhe Hemeouled SEHSHS
SIBENL&6NED 6T60T HEOTEUIHLD BMen)D G&MLPLDLed, QIL&ES &Ip&HE&
LDM&ME00TTRIGEINED 2 66 LIEWLPWI LDIT6TOTEUTSET FRIGHIGeneNs CHles
seooT(bLesHs SIF FRsMmG6Ner HemeoeuTseT snflwsifldser ShS@wmit
eIBHEBSGSFFTN| LDNevTEUTHEMET Bedellemws EInds SleuTseng
SLCONENEITHEMETIILD  Q&HSIEDLPLIEHLILD [HMEEUTTLD.  ‘QetTmLL LMD
2 coUIB eUMpey eTeuTLGHEIeTORIS eredBEMHL QETNIGHIHE ‘CULSLD
Upnpeéll  unLgneneogerleor LiemLpWwl LDMeooTeNT SLDELDETEUTLD 6T60TLIEMS
2 HeunGEd SILLMLETENEEET 6TedEMEUNEDDIILD Qb @GemLullesr &L
Q& MeuoT(BEUHEHILD. 6T60T &H6ToTEUIT ShILDLISSHIED FLOELDETEITSHSET EOSHTLIS
semeoaugnaeyd et smflusflwunesab eswenmnl SILDLDTeToTENTE6IT
seellesg aufigibd 2 gelleormit.

87



SlaNT HEUTH QUIEGETOHMSS SHeofluns S(HHS 6156060 LDSHEIBL 60T
Bl feonpgled sl  SuhensuiGeoGWw  FmISFMIOLTET  SleuiT
LDEEBESS CHEMEUWTET LML6DSH6m6T Eemevoreuilepeold GLMIeUSI,
LIML6D&EIT [FLEDTTRIGET Shsslieumemn 6edl eeaflliLgle) a1Fuwieugl, SleunenmL
Upglasuieugl. sudpLMbHS HlsLpeysener EmieulBsefled GunBGeug Gumeotn
Geuemensefled LDBEBHES HSTEOEWLTS SdphonT. GupLliieTenenssit
&He360T, BHe60ERLSl El(HLOLLD OUMIBLEEMmET SIEUTHEMETS HemLBHEhHEHESSH
Bnl IpFOFETN)| UMMRISS O&EMELUSD Sleudhsd Seond flwb. el iped
gpuBLD uwsisemer Upm 2 geiemw mILMDed FHrGeor  (Fmieuwis
OLDESTeNE) OIS (LPRLILINT. 6l &H&HSLONas LefFasem) &mbodsEeueoonBLD
gD  SNWPEGSUEES SLmsmeT  &FHSLULGSHSIEUTT. 2 L 6dblemed
SempBHe Briseflad e osuld GeoLUlpsgisasneooT®
LDMI6M&LLITED LD&6IT60T CHMTLL GeremensEhed 2 SHeXleorTiT.

sCangpiser Gumed SmHs mreveaufled Hlip suileonsiieremner 19-02-
2017 SleTnILD &EoMHIE FLOLBEST 14-12-2017 Sl SemmUSELDUIE6DTT.
Slai&erfler Lbemme)| SleudHEHE GLIHLD SLpiLns SmHsg. Siser LUné
S60T FEHMBILMEFLD (LPLPEUEMSWILD Sl SHLDemLDWLILIFIL LD &ML 6UBSITIT.

BimiseT  FBlupfonbens efellones esTeuIG  SdHheTaibd
UGBLHCHMMILD Seomiems 656N eTmhIG6eT 2 meXleUTTa6T [HeUoTLITS6IT
EIBSEBEGLD BMRIG6T FBLTG 6\ST6ItTdhbE STRIBMRIBET SpBILeUDHINHELD
eFeTmIeuECsNLD. Ganeil GBml LFeusd SMIeuTLDTE revor(® 6UIBLRIS6IT
Seomiems QT (plpwiailedemen. SigeoTTed Sl H601EI LSS FEHNSTE0T
SlbemDWIILEDTS SMeToTed, WD SbHs SOQMflemuwu|d LHMILD
Ssseofl eflifleunsél  embgTeTHemSL  UMTemeuuiLeyd, wir.&.s.
L6DLDUI LDME0OTENT RIS 2 milileotTsenend ghdlssad WGHs Seun
Q& MeOUTRIBHSMT. SFFDWD Sleuflett SLgusEs SmSW LDIElLsSESH6Y
lesayd LwWsemLBS (mitral valve regurgitation) Mlemeoulled &b
Sleuempll UfGsNEHS emeusFser Sleur SiFls &Hmeod 2 uilpLeor
SHESIMLLTT  eTeotmild, SleuT SlembHns SolUenss SMhIS6IT
eflpLoleugnaayd, Sleufler semLdl eldpLumisemsT BennGeunmeoLd
eretmid OB fellgsniser. ereog F@onsfl edeomelletr LD&6T emeuSSIL
seonmd Lmpnasn snisSHlernesn s Sleueny SlenLpsHSI&E61smeooT®
HeooTL gL NFwesorLb \6UIeusHETeT HLOLIGEnSEmWILLD Fleoofleneul b
Deni_ 16oTriT. 6T60TG6E 6T60TEI FCHEMSBIfl SiLbLism, Sleuifleor &evoreuit UIFLIMSTEDT
SACWMfletr  GleweToTLLETT Sleuemy 03-05-2022 BeRIen&ssHEsH
&nl19F 61Fe0TEMeDT.

88



peoorLgny  UJwnecorssemen LMD Sleudhdd®  HAME  SeoLd
ageormgl. Ueor Comdluilmns emiser sunedser, Comemeussit (files)
ShFlweunemn 61T 2_se6XliL 60T 6LPMRIGUGSS60TIT. WINLD &b &IsHs60amf
SLETUTELOUNGIS &l LEHNEG Oleuemr WT.&.&.  LEDLPWILDT6TOTENT
A Gevuisiser mrsgneneler ApmriHuiled 22-05-2022 Sievmm)
Enl 1pF6\5e0TGMETT. SletTemmWl HlOTLD SHMEMEOLIGILITLPNS H60T SHEDEIIH
LI6MLDU  LDIT6TOTEUTSHEIBLE0T &SI LDSIDHESMT. 08-06-2022 Sigmed]
egeim Sleuflest FGHMHIEOT SIDMDWLILIT 6L IP6D ELPEITM] [HTL&6IT
8mhg sWoINey GHmDHH SCHTHTET SHLDEMLDWILLIIHLEOT SLISSITIT.
OBsCrHIL wip Snsse sedanfenwu|b, elifleurssiw elememumi®
EMLDBMENTSHEMSULD elFeoTm UMTEEHMD. 11-06-2022 Slevt) Cl&MLPLDL
FlBLOLIG6oTLD.

e&mupby  HBYbGUTECsH Sleumsd® &MusFsd eubSellLgl.
BBIG6eT Sl Slemmed@aiTE  eupLOEUEDT SIGEHMIFFD 6UIHEUSHILD
Gureugiones SEHEsEH. Semensuled LDmHSSHeN euFHssT LblseLD
Gemmeuns &mhs Mlemeouled erevr HLDL Gomsevt sULlFLDevONWIS 60T
Loemevtell emeusHl &eonmbls mHleoflullesr 2 sellujb emeussiu seonmls
ShTHHITRT SlauiTseafer 2 galujb werdn&l eufigid Spmiseons
8mHeg. SemwLuled Gamalill eubsLIWITed 26 - 29/7/2022 GLL6Te
(Durdans) &peousglifiuiled  emeuSHBHEEHMD. BHNHIE6T Q&MLPLDLIEDd
8mHs6ungl aTergsl SHHiens eilbeorm, SILDemLDWLILIT LDMLDMEl60T LD&H6IT
Sood esenfl CoeuGsermalug), Sieufleor SEsn s nneiesr Lb&H6oT
Seugtouett SHAGWMT WsaYD @EGSTEFWLTG SEHHSTTEET.  Sleui
8pailed FlsFlemruiledeonped ereoTemeoTLD FBlHFlemrasmerer ailmped
Halls@bCung WhatsApp &ed Sleuifletr semLbulent Lb&eoT SipelsseniL 6ot
(©IBCHILD Swfssnaled eudub Sipalbsasd LsoNs SbHeELb)
HWHHH QLIRIGFE snGLCUaT. Sipeilbseflar Hnem Wss
2 _empwLeoned Slg Crpsdlenier Hedleny asuieunit. 25/08/2022
SHS HeQLHISHEHLE0T &lnlerben eXlBLpemmed suFLGLMELD LD&En6ITE
FHFHLLBDHETS HlemmeGsaits eubsIGsTHCsMD. Suiywuneussne
Sleuiflert LGeoTnEsSLD (Will power) ereorgl Slwpng seuedflliLD Flemevor
Bl6oTme6DT.

BhIG6T &lenmero@sitg eursLInG a6 Slgppnsnailer 2 _geiluimed
eTeorgl GeuemeoliLiels fnflgl GemDHsE. Smhemald LGEensIGaGW
Oifls Cuub QswalBl Sleueny pelb seuelflss seuiiug
STRIBEBHS LOsaLD LITWESHSH60TLONS SHHSHEI.
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HewmeroGsiESled 2 _s6iten ADHES eMEUSH EUFHSH6IT LPeOLD SlevemT
& e (05/10/2022 - 02/11/2022) Burwood &pedusgifluied,
Slpbueyd LemLpw MHlemendsd esmesorBeudpeusmsans (rehabilitation)
meuSHHHEHMD.  Olgeumed Sifls  (PpetGeorhpd DN SLIQUITED
SimIGeTen emeusFlwiseflesr SGeonsemevtiiLey SIBES SdH LDNSMRISET,
Sleur Feuugld SlemLwdb ewemy (02/11/2022 - 28/12/2022)
llam Arvida Living Well Community & emeusdlmpnGand. Sleuit
Burwood &pevusgdifluileyd llam Arvida eleyd SwmmesGung Hreot
LBEEILIMPEnS SleudLaid Spealed Hodenrasieusnans el gaLd
sSCH6T. Sleuibgl Wseyb Wflw epeugdlme@Ld Hemmulef (Sleurfleot
Slevreorogemer wimpebmluileor Lba&em) Sleuim Burwood &perougifluiled
8rHsCung HeomedGeE eubFH SleudbLest Hed HIL&6T L&D
Sherousglfluiied &ammbsit.

Sleuit HeoT OEMHBBLEB SridlenhE F6n Laeafler g Sids Lbm)
emeusSlmmat. llam Arvida efled 8mpsGung, Gamall-19 snyevorbs
3 eugpLmIEeT (2019 December &0 &pHg) &MevoNDed SdBHS
LD&EMEDTES &HM600TCEUETTT(BLD 6TevTenILD Steurm GLoGeonmhid &hHESE!. LD&6UT
EUIHEDSBEMI CTHITLMTSHSIE6HM600TE EBHSNT. LD&ET eUHSSID Srevor®
IBTL&6iT LD&e)IL 60T Sevtubnal CuAlsaafleSit. cpeotmmeug Hrefedldphbal
Sia)T 2_LDFBlemed GOTDSHOSTL RIS, SBeHCHILD Sleu HeoTen)emL il
Cremeusemens seuenflliLeuTH6T 6T6DEEOMEMIULD 6T60TEMEDT SleMLPLILIGI
GumeoTm) ‘GILDLDIT 6T60T DleWMLPLILIMIT. Sl6UHEELD 6Te0TSHGSLD SemLuiled 2_sirerm
UemevorLiemu g1 IGHSHISSTLBEDE 6reor llam Arvida &BLOLSSTiTEET
SnMCUMTHEIT. SH6E0T LDHEMEDTEH &H6T0TL. LDEOTHlemDGeun(B 28/12/2022 Slevtm)
8empuwie CsIBHNT. LDHEEIES OiFlE HagLD a&MG&HS alldpLbLTSeu
Guneotm) Lo&eofletr b5 elBWemnuilGaGuw Sleufleor Sniglssliflenassi
QFUIF (PLRHGSLD SEUBTFESEMSIILD OSTBSHSMIT.

29/12/2022 &b Fagl llam Arvida efled SmBSE LH2 Lemen
eiB&HE 02/01/2023 euemp Christchurch Crematorium Funerals &ebd
emeusdlpbe et 02/01/2023 &teotmy Christchurch Crematorium
Wigram Christchurch &ed s&evrd QFIGHTD. LgeumL elBLpenn
BlevrmigenmeotLigwined  GeuemevseT  LHSESUICOCW  SwrRigleor.
8nigsslflemsseflsd Sl ilss HedmeGsTs FepssSILer ailpeor,
oibllsn, mremmuieofl MHMILD Sieufletr ewLbsHgieoTT Slab sHIGTLIL6Tem6T
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sLUAbevoflud ShaAGWNT umIGUDDleTT. SleurfleoT LDIHLD&H6T HlHLDS
F&bHEeon  umeosLfyoeooflwd,  wm.&.s&.U. b SRS,  wim.&. ..o
BlH SI@an&eoT LMHMILD HFEOTLITEET LedT LpFeseoor® Sleniiiuflapbaeotit.
Sleuflesr  SHLOFIHFGHENS 02/01/2023 Slevtm) WM. &.&.L1.LDM. 5.
SefiGrnsdl snCGseum &eunlser Hmieur SedeosHlauieien 2_eitem
UleTemenaebs@ LEWFSDLIL 2_600T6) eULPRisleTTiTaE6T. GLoad Sieuifleor
OLBLDEFNHFHGSETE 04/01/2023 Sletm Sleuifledr HemLDWIEDT LDemevTel
Siflgn  sulleonsiieemer, Lsitemenssit SlpealilbeHeot. HIHLOS SlHHSS
&leur aiFedemevILIT LDHMILD &BLOLISSIE0TIT L& 2_6v0T6Y &p5LDevmemeuTuiled
2 6o 568 S6De0LD L6Tem6NsEIh&E ULDHIEIGUTTTSET. SeUDDITED 6TMHhRIS6IT
8sWLD SlemLHIEDLHSS.

et OiFles sz SWwssLd (high blood pressure) snyevorLbmeot
areuTenemL W emeus it Eleri Clissold emL& spgléess agearnGug Sleui
“BrRIB6T 56 EUBLAIBEHSE GLoens FHEHMTEQLDTET GBLLETLDSEmE
BLESIWSe0T Sp&HsllD ereoteor? BT Slewd Siflwieonbn?”  ereor
efleoraleotit. SIBHE HIEUT “CIMIBEHHS QIHEUTLEE QIHEUHEES Sdbhs
Slevty, L, BoUlsens, Srafsl arend, el B&asnEsHs5ed LbHMILD
SlenIFfHSILGLTSH Sphaleneusner Slbs e’ ereurs snnEeoreor.

GIMRIG6T  BIHSHOSNHBLOGS  HlIHLD6ToTEUNLDSNHUI60T  LILI6OTTSLI
OUDM GLOTEOT-SHEMITNHT  6TOTEOID DIDTYEF  CIFCDEUMRIBET  ETMRISBEIT
Sedeunpsensuied deml s OUIBLOELDMTELD.

elumyLbeummyelT WiTLDrile) Sledewed Snfleumits
&6 Gu mevev Lin - BlmsGei 61

Sinflefled Ambs Heded LisTemensemenai,. Sesdeunpsensuied HmbHs
Gum| Geum) ergIe)LSlEDEmED.

UTFLO& Sevevmar

Seuasmdl / spar
18/12/2023
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Memories that will never leave my heart

As per Thirukkural 336, ‘the nature of this world is that we have made
those who were alive yesterday extinct today’.

My beloved husband ‘The Light of wishdom’, Dr. Visuvanather Ambalavanar,
who passed away, was an eight-month-old baby when his father, Visuvanather,
left this world to join with God. Ambalavanar’s mother Parupathiyar, who
lost her husband at the age of twenty-eight, spent most of the day at Araly
Sinthamani Pillaiyar Temple. Her son, who saw his father’s love also through his
mother, sang Devaram and Thiruvasakam in the temple along with his mother
and memorized many of them. Finding pleasure in singing in the temples and
hearing other devotees singing hymns, he acquired the ability to sing hymns.
A natural voice also contributed to this talent. For his early education, he
attended Araly Saraswathy Maha Vidyalaya for a brief time.

When he was four years old, he came with his mother to the Neeraviyady
home, run by Mr Chellappa (my Peetappa). Peetappa, who paid much
attention to children’s education, kept many minors in his house, including
the children of his poor relatives and the children of his servants who worked
for him, and helped them in their education. These children from Peetappa’s
house were looked after by his daughter Mrs Karaikalammai Sangarapillai
(my grandmother) and Mrs Annapoorany Vaidialingam (my mother). Hence
the house was called ‘boarding house.’” In the extended family of those days,
women did housework and men studied and worked.

Although there was a seven-year difference, he was a playful companion
from the day | could remember. When | ran and played, if | ever stumbled and
fell, my friend would take care of me and apply oil to the affected area. When
playing tug-of-war, he would let me win to make me happy. | have so many
childhood memories. Everything seems like it happened yesterday in my mind.
It seems that my friend, who had a pleasant personality from an early age, and
I never had a fight in our childhood.

Peetappa’s grandsons Mr Sangarapillai Ammaiappar (my eldest maternal
uncle), Dr Sangarapillai Sampanthar (my youngest maternal uncle), my
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husband’s brother Mr Visuvanather Kailasapillai (my Asaimama - | called him
Asaiathan after marriage) and my husband (my then ‘Nallamama’ i.e., good
uncle) played and all four of them grew up together like siblings.

As a small child my husband used to have a hobby of fixing broken things
with small hand tools. He takes great interest in repairing broken clocks,
patching holes in walls and doing small carpentry jobs. Hence, we would
call him ‘Mechanic’. Also, my friend, who was very fond of my mother, had
mastered cooking, taking care of cows and calves, and gardening when helping
her. In those days, we did not have the modern equipment that we have
today. As a little girl, | used to spend time helping him while he was grinding
sambal on a stone with roller, pounding rice with a pole in large hollow timber
cylinder, grinding (liquidising) rice for dosa and idli in a stone grinder. He was
reluctant to include vegetables in his diet, his mother would hand-feed him
food ensuring he ate his vegetables, including bitter melon curry, telling him
they were ‘grown in your garden’. When he insisted that he should join his
mother and do the hard fasts (abstinence from eating to observe religious
days), everyone told him that eating the previous day’s rice is the same as
fasting to make him eat.

During Thiruvembavai days in the month of December, he and | used to
get up early in the morning with his mother, take water from the well and take
a bath (in those days there was no facility of piped domestic water supply
from tap) and go to the Pillaiyar temple in Neeraviyady. He was the one who
sang Thiruvembavai songs in the temple. After the pooja, the lyer would give
Kalanchi to him, the child who sang the Thiruvempavai, as the first offering. He
and his mother would be happy.

He continued his education at Jaffna Hindu Primary School and later at
Jaffna Hindu College. He was incredibly talented in Religion, Mathematics
and Tamil. So, the teachers of the respective subjects liked him. Once there
was a singing competition in the college. When other students showed their
prowess in Carnatic music, he alone stood up and chanted a Devaram hymn.
He came home that day and told that only his religion teacher gave him one
hundred marks but not high enough in Classical Music and he did not win the
competition. Due to his natural wisdom and the encouragement of his Tamil
teacher who knew his talent, he had mastered Tamil poetry to some extent.
“You will later become a poet” the Tamil teacher had greeted him. Just as
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the Tamil teacher foretold, he wrote some songs for his relatives and college
students.

In a high jump practise at home, he fell and dislocated the bones in his
left elbow. Local doctors administered traditional herbal treatments for the
dislocation and secured it in place with a cast. The pain was unbearable, and
his mother loosened the cast which caused the bones to misalign. When he
revisited the doctors, they realigned and retightened the cast. During this
process Peetappa fainted in their house. Unfortunately, his arm was only 90%
corrected from this incident.

Days passed. In 1954, when he was 17 years old, his mother, whom he
loved as both mother and father, gave his hands to my mother to look after
him and passed away at the age of forty-five. Since then, my mother was also
his ‘mother’ and took care of his needs.

Due to his talent in Mathematics, he excelled in the university entrance
examination, went to the university, and graduated as a Mathematics graduate
obtaining a second upper class in the final examination. Subsequently, in 1960,
at the age of twenty-two, he got a job in the Ministry of Planning in Colombo.

After | reached puberty, | avoided getting as close to him as before because
of the shyness women naturally have. However, | felt sympathy for him who
is orphaned. One day when we were together in 1960, he expressed his love
for me with the song ‘Mangiathor Nilavinilae Kanavilithu Kanden’ and got my
consent. Both of us were academically inclined and we avoided marriage until
the end of my higher and university education.

| studied at University of Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), Peradeniya staying at
Sangamitha Hall (hostel). Peradeniya Park is a haven on weekends. Bhuvani
Mami (Mrs Sankarakumaran) who lived in Kandy in those days used to give
us lunch. He came in his car during long weekends, and he would take me to
Colombo. The memories of those happy days are still etched in my heart like
green leaves. Time passed like this until | was twenty-one, when | wrote my
final exam in Biological Science.

On the 16th of September 1966, we became ‘husband and wife’ through
National Custom marriage and on the 21st of September, the day after | turned
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twenty-two, we signed our marriage registration. Our life journey ran as one
soul and two bodies. In 1967, we were blessed with a son named Kumaran. In
the same year, my husband went to Manchester University for further studies
after receiving a scholarship from his office. Four months later, | followed my
husband. My parents kept Kumaran in their care out of love for both of us and
the desire for him to live in our culture. Kumaran grew up as my younger sister
Leela’s favourite child during those days.

The culture of the United Kingdom is completely different to ours. It took
us some time to get used to their culture. Cultural differences did not affect
us at all because we were together. Being so far away from our homeland
and our relatives made our bond of love even stronger. My maternal uncle
Dr. Sampanthar, his wife Mary and their children Ravi and Viji eased our
homesickness to some extent. | also got a job at the university and an
opportunity for further studies, in addition to, many British friendships and
connections. The hospitality we received was good as my husband came
through a government scheme. We were taken around the countries in the
UK and some of the neighbouring countries. As multicultural students learned
together, each had the opportunity to display their culture to others through
events. In 1972, my husband got his Doctorate, and | got my master’s degree
and we both returned to Sri Lanka. After living in the UK happily for four and
a half years, | got a feeling of separation when | returned for Sri Lanka, like
leaving my homeland. But my husband eased my heartache with his warmth.

After returning to Sri Lanka, we were blessed with an affectionate daughter
named Anuradha in 1972. My husband’s dedicated work led to gradual
promotion within government service and, eventually the post of Additional
Secretary, to the then late President Ranasingha Premadasa. He was trusted
by President Premadasa and received a phone call from the President at 4:00
am every morning. Usually if he went to work at 8.00 am, it would be 8.00 pm
when returned home. As a child, our daughter Anuradha used to say that she
saw her father only to greet her in the morning and greet her at night. Even
after the premature death of the President, he kept waking up dreaming that
the President’s call was coming at 4.00 am. This obsession lasted for a year.
| got a job in a private company called Bamber and Bruce Ltd. My husband’s
cooperation was excellent for my gradual rise in ranks to the positions of Chief
Analyst and Manager. Also, the help of our relatives especially his Anna-Anni,
my younger sisters Vimala-Leela, his Sinnamachal and my Sinnamami Mrs
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Yalmozhi Sanmugarajah, was commendable and we very much appreciated
their help.

Our children, Kumaran, and Anuradha were meritoriously educated in
their respective schools. They had naturally gifted voices like their father, so
we taught them singing formally. They shone in musical events held by their
respective schools.

We both supported each other in all household chores, outside work, and
office work. Our marriage was auspicious by the grace of God according to the
following Thiruvalluvar verse:

‘It takes a kind heart and good deeds to make life virtuous and useful’ -
Thirukkural 45

In 1983, after the ethnic riots in Sri Lanka, we enrolled Kumaran and
Anuradha in the same schools he and | attended, the Jaffna Hindu College and
the Jaffna Hindu Ladies’ College, respectively. He worked in Jaffna for some
time to look after Kumaran-Anuradha and for the development of the people
of Jaffna.

To comfort my younger sister Vimala who lost her husband, Manivasakan,
during the ethnic conflict, we took her along with our family to India in 1984
and visited the holy places. Vimala’s daughter, Vasuki, who was a small child,
was taken care of by our mother to help Vimala to go to India.

After that we sent Kumaran to United Kingdom to study at University
of Leicester in April 1985. Then in 1987 we brought Anuradha to Colombo.
Along with college studies, we continued to teach Bharatanatyam, Carnatic
music, Instrumental music, and Painting. We staged Anuradha’s Arangatum
in Bharatanatyam at Tower Hall in Colombo in 1989. Then we sent Anuradha
to the University of Leicester in September 1991. In the United Kingdom, my
brother Gopal and his wife Chandra looked after (anna-anni) the needs of our
children. Kumaran graduated with Bachelor of Engineering in Electrical and
Electronics (Leicester, UK) in 1989 and master’s in information technology
(Leicester, UK) in 1993. Anuradha graduated in 1995 with a Bachelor of
Engineering in Electrical and Electronics (Leicester, UK).
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Kumaran is married to Helen and works as an administrator of Leicester
University Students’ Union. As mother to a son named Gagjan and a daughter
named Gagjalakshmi, Anuradha is a well-known and talented teacher of
Bharatanatyam and Carnatic music in Christchurch, New Zealand, due to her
passion for the arts. Also, like her father, Anuradha, who is very spiritual,
spends her free time visiting the Pillaiyar temple here, in Christchurch, singing
hymns and offering clothes to the Gods’ statues in the temple.

Once, Mrs Santhadevi Ragunathamuthaliar, now the paternal grandmother
of our daughter’s children and a relative, was traveling with her children by
train from Colombo to Jaffna when it was flooded due to torrential downpour
and the train could not move forward or backward. My husband thought what
she could do alone with her children in this situation and did not listen to
anyone trying to stop him. With my consent and no regard for his own safety,
he rushed to aid her by driving his car to rescue them. My uncle Sanmugarajah
and his son Bharathan who accompanied him were of immense help.

My husband’s whole working life in government service, his work for the
development of the country, his charity to the education/college community,
his dedication and achievement in the game of chess, his religious involvement,
his help to his relatives and others were all blessed by God.

I do not know what his mother was thinking when she put his hands in my
mother’s hands. She may as well have put our mother’s hands in his, because
after our marriage, he was my mother’s helper and adviser in all matters like
an adopted son. My husband and my parents have had a great relationship.
My father was the principal of a college. He never failed to take my husband’s
advice when making important decisions later in life. When my mother came
and stayed with us in Colombo in her old age, he took pleasure in providing for
her needs and fulfilling her wishes.

During 1995, the education of students in the schools of North and East
regions of Sri Lanka was in a much-degraded state. In those days, my husband
and | searched for past pupils’ associations of those schools in Colombo and
visited the homes of the presidents and secretaries of those associations to
seek their advice and cooperation in improving the education of all the students
in the north and east regions. We believed in the saying ‘Where there is unity,
there is life.” And thus, we all came together and formed the North East Regions
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Schools Past Pupils Federation (NEReSPaPF) and brought all the schools and
past pupils associations of the north and east regions under one umbrella. My
husband initially served as the founder president of the Federation and later as
its secretary and helped a lot in the education of these students.

He spent his retirement in New Zealand with his beloved daughter, who
was alone. Active by nature, he assisted his daughter in getting the songs she
needed through the internet, recording the songs and dances, duplicating
them, and putting the annual events on CDs. He loved taking his grandchildren
Gagjan and Gagjalakshmi to the shops to buy them whatever they like. He
did most of the repairs at home by himself (childhood mechanic) without
the help of others. He did the cleaning to ensure that the house is clean and
spotless. Even on the days when his health was weak, he helped his daughter
in gardening with one hand while holding an umbrella in the other.

Out of the four, grown like brothers, Mr Kailasapillai passed away on
19/02/2017 and Dr Sampanthar on 14/12/2017. Their demise was a great loss
to my husband. After that he showed all his brotherly love to Mr Ammaiappar.

Although we are residents in New Zealand, we used to go to Sri Lanka
to visit our relatives and friends’ houses and the associations we engaged in,
every year. Due to the spread of COVID disease, we could not go to Sri Lanka
for two years.

So, he wanted to meet his elder brother Ammaiappar, the Jaffna Hindu
College and the college’s extended playground. He was also eager to meet
Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’ Association, Colombo members. At that
time, his left heart valve was very damaged (mitral valve regurgitation). The
doctors who examined him said that he would not live much longer and that
they wanted him to die peacefully and fulfil his last wishes. My sister Leela’s
daughter, Dr. Brintta Karthik Raja, gave me the confidence and courage to
travel the long distance with him. So, | took him to Sri Lanka on 03/05/2022
accompanied by my sister Ambiga and her husband Prabaharan.

It took him a while to adjust to long distance travel. Then he arranged our
backlog of mails and files with my help. Old student Mr. Nagarajah Kunatharshan
took him and me as his helper, to the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association,
Colombo Annual General Meeting by car on 22/05/2022. He enjoyed spending
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the morning with his college old boys that day. On 08/06/2022, we went to
Araly and spent 3 days with his brother, Ammaiappar, who was suffering with
slight dementia. At that time, we also visited the Jaffna Hindu College and the
expanded playground. We returned to Colombo on 11/06/2022.

On his way back to Colombo he got fever. The fever came and went
until we returned to Christchurch. The help of my younger brother, Mohan
Subramaniam’s wife Dr. Nanthini and the help of Dr. Anandarajah was a great
comfort to me when the medical facilities in Sri Lanka were extremely limited.
We kept him in Durdans Hospital from 26-29/7/2022 due to COVID. When
we were in Colombo, my younger sister Vimala, maternal uncle’s daughter
Mrs Gowri Thevasenathipathy, and her sister Chitra’s son, Sivajeevan, were
very sympathetic. When he was sleepless at nights and struggling to let me
sleep too, | arranged to chat with his nephew Aravinthan on WhatsApp (for
Aravinthan, who lives in America at that time, it was daytime). Aravinthan’s
skilful conversation made him go to sleep calmly. On 25/08/2022, we arrived in
Christchurch with a bit of difficulty to meet our son who was coming soon for
Christmas vacation. His will power and my tireless care supported this journey.

After we came to Christchurch my workload was reduced a little with the
help of our daughter Anuradha. However, it was exceedingly difficult for us to
stay awake at night and take care of him as he spent most of his time in bed.

We kept him in Burwood Hospital for a month (05/10/2022 - 02/11/2022)
for rehabilitation with the best medical facilities in Christchurch. As there was
not much progress, we kept him at Ilam Arvida Living Well Community for the
next two months (02/11/2022-28/12/2022) as per the advice of the doctors
there until he passed away.

While he was at Burwood Hospital and llam Arvida, | spent the day with
him and came home to sleep at night. Nalayini (daughter of his sinnamachal
Yalmozhi) who was very fond of him came to Christchurch while he was in
Burwood Hospital and stayed with him for a few days.

He was extremely attached to his son who had previously gone to England
according to my husband’s wishes. While staying in llam Arvida, he felt he had
been missing his son for 3 years (since December 2019) due to COVID-19. He
was looking forward to his son’s arrival during Christmas. When his son came,
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he spent two days talking with his son. From the third day since Kumaran’s
arrival, his health began to deteriorate. This time he called everyone who
cares for his needs as ‘Amma’ like he calls me. llam Arvida’s family would say
it highlights the bond between him and me. Satisfied to have seen his son, he
left us all, as he passed away on 28/12/2022. As a person who does not want
to cause too much trouble to his son, he also gave him time to complete his
last rites on this visit.

We took the body from llam Arvida on 29/12/2022 and kept it at
Christchurch Crematorium Funerals until 02/01/2023 and then cremated it
at Crematorium Wigram Christchurch on 02/01/2023. Due to the New Year
holidays, work was slow. Vimala, Ambiga, Nalayini and his brother-in-law Mr.
Sangarapillai Subramaniam participated in the funeral prayers along with the
beloved Christchurch community. His niece Mrs Sakuntala Balasubramaniam,
Jaffna Hindu College OIld Boys’ Association-Colombo, Jaffna Hindu College
Old Boy Mr. Asokan, and many friends sent bouquets. In remembrance of
my husband on 02/01/2023, the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’ Association-
Colombo served lunch to the children in Kilinochchi Mahadeva Swamy’s home.
In tribute of his passing, his brother’s wife Abirami Kailasapillai, children
Aravinthan, Mrs. Arunthathi Siva Chelliah and family served lunch to the
children of Sakthi House in Ratmalana on 04/01/2023. By these deeds, our
hearts were at peace. When | went to see my doctor, Eleri Clissold, for high
blood pressure, she asked, “What is the secret of your happy married life for
over 56 years? May | know it?” To that | said, “The secret is our mutual love,
respect, trust, openness and supportiveness.” The wealth of love “"Kumaran-
Anuradha” that we got because of our harmonious marriage is a great blessing
in our life.

‘There is nothing better in life than good children who excel in knowledge’
- Thirukkural 61
In remembrance of my loving husband,
Sivakamy / Sarasu
18/12/2023
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Q&M(BSSI6TEMITIT.

1960 QFHML&HLD Seurnieuemny 6IMRIG6T LUESSHDG ShevollGeupnss
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Lemmeileorn) LFeroLpLD LSITHE! 6UbS LLP&ESLD Sh@GLD. HTedT ShILbLSSled
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ereoTMILbGLIMED SOTNILD HIHSOSTBLISS SHLOLSB6MTES GBLOLLD BL&SHS
6&Me0oT(® &He&GoLD.

rRSWCsTT FleoalleoliGe HreT Sieim &eUoTlL LSeoTTn| euwS
LDMIENE LIed Lied Gamevormiselfled ereur LDeTgled EetTmiLd Sdnés&Immit.

BHOMB\S) afl. SbLevaITEDIT
2009-03-21

O Arjun, | know of past, present and future, and | also know all
living beings, but no one knows about me..!!

Lust anger and greed, these are the three doors to self-
destructive hell. Thus one should avoid these..!!

- Bhagavath Gita
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Appeared in the Merit of Service Appreciation Issue published by
JHLC OGA - Colombo in 2009 honoring Sivakamy.

Thousands of miles apart but a close
married life

It was a time when my wife, Sivakamy, affectionately known as Sarasu,
had submitted her application for permanent residency in New Zealand and
was awaiting approval. It was about a year from today. One of the questions
in an email she received from the New Zealand embassy in Bangkok was, “You
and your husband have been living separately for several months. Have you
divorced?” My wife sent this to me via e-mail. Some people do not understand
what marriage is, in these days when communication devices are so advanced,
these devices help our lives to be closer. The number of days Sarasu and | did
not communicate via e-mail is only a few.

Before Sarasu was born in 1944, | was the favorite child in the house. After
my mother passed away in 1954, Sarasu’s mother, whom | call Akka, who has
filled my mother’s place to date, embraced me and guided me. Sarasu, her
eldest daughter, also had another pet name in those days, ‘Kunju.’ The days
when she crawled into my lap as a baby and prattled with me, befitting this
name, are still fresh in my mind. Those days she used to call me ‘nalla mama
(good uncle).

My only brother got married in 1960, when | started working after
graduating with a bachelor’s degree in mathematics. | heard some people
talking about my marriage. At that time, while talking about Sarasu, who was
my sister-in-law’s best friend, my brother asked, “Do you want Sarasu to be
your suitable life partner?” | said nothing. The next day when Sarasu and | were
talking privately, Sarasu asked me “Nalla mama, when will be your marriage?
Who will be my nalla mami (good aunt)? Sarasu’s question, approaching
puberty, paved the way for me to solve a mental burden. “You have no way
of getting a nalla mami.” The next question was, “Why, will you not marry?”
“No, | will. But you have no chance of getting a nalla mami” was my reply.
Whether she understood the meaning of my answer or not “l want a proper
answer when we meet next time” she said and left for another job. That day
she was talking to my sister-in-law quite often. The passing of that day was like
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an eternity for me. | got the answer | wanted when Sarasu met me the next
day. We must inform the seniors. |, motherless person, sought out beloved
Akka and expressed our desire. In the course of time, Sarasu was awarded the
title of science graduate in Peradeniya. We got married in 1966.

In those days | played chess and won many prizes. However, | did not get
the title of Sri Lankan Chess Champion. The final was to be held in October
1966, about a month after my marriage. | had to keep my young wife at home
and play for five hours every evening for three weeks. Understanding the
situation correctly, Sarasu greets me each day happily. She shared equally with
me in both success and failure. Her contribution was not in vain. | gained the
title ‘National Chess Champion of Sri Lanka.’

A year later (in 1967) a boy (Kumaran) was born. At forty days after the
birth of infant | was awarded a scholarship by my office to study for a degree
in Manchester. “You go and come back” greeted Sarasu cheerfully. But we
were not separated for long. My beloved sister and her husband, who were
fond of their eldest daughter and son-in-law, told Sarasu to leave the grandson
Kumaran in their care and sent her to Manchester.

Sarasu came to Manchester to support me and got a job at the University
of Manchester. Sarasu, who worked diligently, reaped the fruits of her labour.
While | was getting my Ph.D. in Econometrics Sarasu gained her M.Sc. in
Pharmacology.

We came back in 1972 and built our own house and both worked in
Colombo. Sarasu, who was pregnant while coming, gave birth to a girl child
(Anuradha). The riots of 1983 took place while Kumaran and Anuradha were
showing their mettle in education. As a result, they had to study in Jaffna for
some time. During this trial period both of us got promotions. We sent Kumaran
to England for his degree studies. Sarasu’s father passed away in 1988. We
brought Anuradha to Colombo and staged her Bharatanatyam Arangetram.
Then we sent Anuradha to England. Sarasu’s younger brother Gopal and his
wife Chandra guided our children there.

Sarasu’s younger sister Vimala, who had lost her husband in the riots

and lost her only daughter later stayed with us. Some other relatives who
had sought refuge also stayed with us. Sarasu’s younger brother Mohan got
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a teaching post in Colombo and stayed with us. When everyone came to
Colombo Akka also came and stayed with her daughter Sarasu. Over time,
Sarasu rose to prominence in many societies of which she was a member. My
wife excelled in her sense of duty whether in the office, in public associations
or at home, despite her position and distinction. She immerses herself at work
to do it correctly and forgets herself while doing it.

When | progressed in the office and got more work, no matter how long it
took to finish and come back home tired, my wife welcomes me with joy and
takes care of all my needs. To be precise her work is of immense help for the
smooth progress of our family. We got our son married to the girl he wanted.
Immersed in English customs, the married life; of the girl and Kumaran did not
go well. Because of this they got divorced. Sarasu and | clearly understood that
their British situation played a significant role in this.

The daughter was married to a remarkably close relative in the family with
both parties’ consent. But after about four years, storms started to blow in
their lives. After the birth of a son and a daughter, Sarasu went to New Zealand
and came to know about the situation. My attempt to calm the storm was
unsuccessful. So, in this marriage that ended in divorce, we both had to spend
time in New Zealand helping the daughter take care of her children. The burden
of taking care of the responsibilities of other family members fell on Sarasu
who spent more days at Colombo as she was working. She is functioning as an
effective person in shouldering burden. From time to time, she enjoys hearing
about her daughter’s achievements in Bharatanatyam in Christchurch.

Now when my wife is being honored for her talents, | have left me in
an awkward position. The Lord has put me in such a position that | cannot
participate in that event. But the Lord has also given us the maturity to be
mindful of our duty. From the 1960s to the present, our bond has been rooted
in the habit of openly sharing our good and bad; with each other. As | wrote
at the beginning we are still living as a family of united couple, no matter how
many thousands of miles separate us.

The sixteen-year-old girl | saw that day in Mangiyathor nilavinilae is still in
my mind in many different ways.

Dr. V. Ambalavanar
21-03-2009
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Dr. . Ambalavanar - An Appreciation

| came to know Dr V Ambalavanar when | was appointed as Deputy
Director in the Monitoring Division of the Ministry of Plan Implementation in
1980. The Monitoring Division was headed by Dr Ambalavanar at that time.
With my initial science and mathematics background, it was ideal to work
under Dr Ambalavanar who had a similar background.

Dr Ambalavanar was a very quiet, unassuming, hard-working official
who would go deep into the subject matter of the assignments and guide the
juniors accordingly. He was very conscious that the work in the Ministry should
strictly adhere to the Administrative and Financial Regulations.

Late Dr Wickrema Weerasooria, who was then the Secretary to the
Ministry of Plan Implementation was a task master, who expected any
assignments given by him to be carried out expeditiously. | was given many
such assignments which had to be done promptly. | had to ensure that | did
not breach the FR or AR in implementing the tasks. Dr Ambalavanar’s guidance
was immensely useful in carrying out the tasks successfully.

Dr Ambalavanar rose from the post of Deputy Director to Director General
in the Ministry of Plan Implementation. He was later appointed as Additional
Secretary to President during President Premadasa’s time.

Dr Ambalavanar who became ‘Ambal’ to most of us when he became a
close friend. Even after leaving the Ministry of Plan Implementation, while
working in the Presidential Secretariat and after his retirement from Public
Service, he kept close contact with me and sought my assistance and advice in
both official and personal matters.

Ambal was a brilliant scholar and a chess Grand Master. He will be missed
by all who were closely associated with him.

May his soul rest in peace. | pray for his Athma Shanthi.

Dr P Ramanujam
Member, Constitutional Council
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A Tribute from Gopal

I am the second of six children to my parents. Dr Ambalavanar is a relative
of us and he married my eldest sister in 1965. He was working in Colombo at
the planning Ministry and | lived with him and his brother’s family before his
marriage when | was studying in Colombo University. Thereafter, during the
time | was working in Colombo, | lived with him and my sister.

Dr Ambalavanar was sponsored under the Colombo plan between 1967
and 1972 for post graduate studies in the University of Manchester and my
sister joined him leaving their son Kumaran, who was looked after by our
mother. They spent five years in Manchester and completed a doctorate and a
master’s degree, respectively. They returned to Sri Lanka in 1972 and had their
second child, Anuradha, in that year.

Dr Ambalavanar rose through the ranks in government service and became
a director and then as an additional secretary to the Presidential Secretariat.
My sister rose to become as the Chief Analyst in an environmental company. Dr
Ambalavanar has been extremely helpful to our family, in assisting my parents,
whilst our younger sisters and brother grew up and got married.

In particular, Dr Ambalavanar and my eldest sister helped our sister,
Vimala, when she faced tragedy as her husband was killed in the communal
riots of July 1983. Dr Ambalavanar was able to ensure that Vimala received
the victims’ compensation offered by the government overcoming the ‘red
tape’ associated with government schemes and ensured she had a house to
live in Jaffna. They looked after Vimala ever since, particularly, when she had to
face another tragedy, the loss of her daughter, Vasuki, due to ill health.

Dr Ambalavanar also helped our other sister, Leela’s children, Brintta
and Thileepan in their studies and their subsequent working lives. They also
helped our youngest sister, Ambiga, to go to Australia to study and our brother,
Mohan, to marry and settle in Colombo. Although | do not have day-to-day
family connection ever since | emigrated, it is the help that Dr Ambalavanar
and my eldest sister offered to our younger siblings to which | am indebted. |
now have a peace of mind about our younger siblings’ future.

Vaidialingam Gopal Sangarapillai
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Northeast Regions Schools Past Pupils
Federation (NERESPAPF)

Dr V Ambalavanar was the Founder President, and | was the Treasurer of
the Federation. He brought all the northeast schools under one umbrella. He
did lot of charity to less privileged kids, provided stationary etc. All the OBA
and OGA came under this umbrella.

Yamuna Ganeshalingam
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Late Dr. V. Ambalavanar A distinguished
Old hoy of Jaffna Hindu College

I am proud, privileged and honoured to pen this message on publishing of
a souvenir on the first death anniversary of highly educated, highly respected,
and highly devoted social worker, Late Dr V Ambalavanar.

Having myself joined as a member of the Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys
Association in 1984 | became acquainted with this simple personality. We
meet each other on occasions involving Jaffna Hindu College and Jaffna Hindu
College Old Boys Association. As time passed on, | realized that his heart and
soul is devoted either to Jaffna Hindu College or to the Jaffna Hindu College
Old Boys Association, Colombo.

While in Sri Lanka he never misses either any function at Jaffna Hindu
College or at Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’ Association and Jaffna Hindu
College Old Boys’ Trust. He always attends the meeting well on time and
wait until the end of the meeting and make his effective contribution in
the meeting. While in New Zeeland he never failed to follow up meeting of
the Board of directors and timely express his views and guidance. With his
wealth of knowledge, experience, and contacts in the society, he has been
an exceptionally good source of strength in guiding us in the development of
Jaffna Hindu College, Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’ Association Colombo and
Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys’ Trust. He has made immense contribution in the
development of Jaffna Hindu College.

His involvement in fund raising project for playground expansion in 1994 is
remarkable Being an excellent chess player, guiding chess club in the school, in
their endeavours is noteworthy to mention. He has added colour to his feather
by becoming National Champion in chess in the year 1966. His demise has
certainly created a vacuum in our effort in the wellbeing and development of
Jaffna Hindu College.

W S Kiruparatnam
Past President
Jaffna Hindu College Old Boys Association, Colombo
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Reminiscences of Dr. V. Ambalavanar
Symbol of Silent Efficiency

If silence is gold Dr. Ambalavanar was solid gold. If gold is a symbol of
wealth, Dr. Ambalavanar was a super rich man. Dr. Ambalavanar and | worked
in the same Ministry and used to meet every day. But, until Mrs. Ambalavanar
telephoned me from New Zealand on a day in March, | did not know that Dr.
Ambalavanar is no more. She announced his demise with sobs. A few days
later, she telephoned again and said that the family is planning to launch a
memory book on Ambalavanar to coincide with his first death anniversary. As
a colleague who worked with him, guided by him, and admired him took the
liberty to pen a few words to pay tribute which I could not pay when he was
alive.

Nearly sixty years ago, in 1965, Prime Minister Dudley Senanayake
established a Ministry for Planning and Economic Affairs for the first time
under the Head of the State. World renowned economist, Dr Gamani Corea
was made the Permanent Secretary to that Ministry. He created two pillars
in the Ministry. One was the Division for Monitoring, Progress Review and
Evaluation of all major projects implemented in the country. There have been
many within the country as well as outside canvassing and aspiring to head
the new Division. Gamani Corea was a person who had a knack for identifying
the right man for the job. His unique pick was young silent unassuming Dr. V.
Ambalavanar. The country which enjoys the highest literacy rate in the region,
with the presence of several universities spread across and with facilities for
training abroad could not produce a replacement to match Dr. Ambalavanar
for good 30 years. And Dr. Ambalavanar had been carrying on this unenviable
important task until his retirement from the service.

This silent man never had rivals. Once my good friend Lal told me, Chandra
marks that man. He is the only person with a PhD in Econometrics in the whole
of this country. That was the brilliance hidden under the silence. Once | made
a few words at a meeting chaired by Dr. Ambalavanar. | addressed a senior
colleague seated at the head table by his first name. | saw the smiling face of
Dr. Ambalavanar. After the meeting, he called me and flashed his never fading
smile and said Chandra, however close and friendly a person is, you never
address him or her by the first name at a gathering. That was all. But it was
a lifelong unforgettable lesson for me. Whenever, | address a gathering since
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that day, the first thing comes to my mind is that smiling face and his advice.
This noticeably short paper is the best example for that. | laboriously write “Dr.
Ambalavanar” everywhere, instead of simply writing as “Ambal.”

Dr. Ambalavanar was working in the Presidential Secretariat during
President Premadasa’s presidency. Once the President blasted me. | mentioned
this to Dr. Ambalavanar. His response was congratulations Chandra! There are
only a few lucky to get blasted by him. A society filled with cruelty, jealousy,
violence, and crime was not able to beat Dr. Ambalavanar or his qualities or
standards. In this violently changing society, he stood solid and unwavering.
He was so unique, extra ordinary, and exceptional and pardons me calling ‘a
misfit” in this cruel society.

Dr. Ambalavanar was a man who won the attraction, attention, admiration
and respect of his contemporaries, superiors, subordinates, colleagues, and
anyone who comes to meet him, known or unknown, ordinary, or intellectual,
local or foreign. He was a man who never tried to show off. He did not know
how to manipulate and display his performance with flowery rosy words. But
he did that with outcome and not in the air but on the grounds. That is why |
call him a symbol of Silence coupled with efficiency.

Dr. Ambalavanar, finally please excuse and allow me to address you as
‘Ambal’ once more before | end this short note of reminiscences. Not to demean
or insult you but, to refresh the fondly remembrance and reflections of you.
Ambal, you are a ‘HALLMARK’ of silence, purity, sincerity, and efficiency. Why
did I choose the term ‘Hallmark’ to call you? | turned the pages of a dictionary.
And this is how the dictionary defines the word.

Hall mark is:

A - an official mark stamped on gold and silver articles in England to attest
their purity.

B- a mark or device placed or stamped on an article of trade to indicate
origin, purity, or genuineness.

C- a distinguishing characteristic, trait, or feature

How better way a man like you can be introduced?

AMBAL! YOU DESERVE THE TOUCH AND THE COMPANY OF THE GOD!!

By Chandrasena Maliyadde-Vice President

Sri Lanka Economic Association
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Dr. Ambalavanar: National Chess Champion 1966
and a highly respected chess administrator

In 1979, as a twelve-year-old aspiring chess player, | had the opportunity
to witness the thrilling final round of the Sri Lankan Nationals Premier Division.
Accompanied by my father, we made our way to Royal College, albeit arriving
a bit late, leaving only one game in progress. The match featured an intense
clash between Dr. Ambalavanar and Arjuna Parakrama, who is now a Senior
Professor at the University of Peradeniya.

For me, it was an unforgettable experience as it marked the first time, |
witnessed Dr. Ambalavanar’s brilliant play on the chessboard. If my memory
serves me right, Arjuna Parakrama had been leading the tournament up to
the final round and was widely regarded as the favourite to clinch the title
of National Chess Champion. However, much to everyone’s surprise, Dr.
Ambalavanar emerged victorious.

Dr. Ambalavanar was not only an exceptional chess player but also a
highly respected chess administrator who made significant contributions to
the growth of chess in Sri Lanka. In 1992, | had the privilege of serving on
the National Team Selection Committee of the Chess Federation of Sri Lanka,
where Dr. Ambalavanar served as the chairman. Our meetings were held at
his residence off Duplication Road, and | must say that Mrs. Ambalavanar’s
hospitality was second to none, as she always made sure we were well-fed
during our gatherings.

Within the selection committee, Dr. Ambalavanar was known for his
fairness and neutrality in decision-making, earning the admiration and respect
of the entire committee. Personally, | hold Dr. Ambalavanar in high regard for
his unwavering commitment to the sport and his ability to inspire countless
chess players to contribute to the game.

Let’s delve into some of Dr. Ambalavanar’s notable contributions and
achievements:

Dr. Ambalavanar played a vital role in revising the chess federation’s
constitution to fulfil the requirements for the federation’s registration as a
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national body by the Sports Ministry. As part of a sub-committee with Messrs.
Jayaysuriya and Nagagratnam, he was tasked with expediting the registration
process, which was successfully completed in November 1976.

On March 13, 1977, the Federation held its first Annual General Meeting
(AGM) under the provisions of the sports law and elected Dr. Ambalavanar as
the Honorary Secretary, alongside MDF Jayaysuriya as President and M.H.M
Sharif as Vice President.

Dr. Ambalavanar made significant contributions to creating a ranking
system for chess players in Sri Lanka. He published an article titled “Ranking
of Chess Players in Sri Lanka” and dedicated his valuable time year after year
to manually calculate and publish annual rating lists, collaborating with other
volunteers.

He also co-edited the inaugural issues of the magazine “Chess in Sri Lanka”
with Arjuna Parakrama.

Furthermore, Dr. Ambalavanar directed numerous chess tournaments.
In the past, the term “tournament director” was used back then, but it
is now replaced by “chief arbiter” As a tournament director, he had the
responsibility of manually pairing players in each round, a time-consuming
task requiring accuracy and patience. If a game did not finish, it was adjourned
to the following day. Dr. Ambalavanar formulated a special set of rules for
the directors, outlining the pairing, adjournments, and adjudications. He also
shared his expertise by publishing an article titled “Swiss Tournament: How to
Tackle the Odd Number of Players.”

In addition to his administrative contributions to the development of
chess in Sri Lanka, Dr. Ambalavanar achieved significant success as a chess
player himself.

1961 CEYLON OPEN CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP Major Division - First place
1961 CEYLON OPEN CHESS CHAMPIONSHIP Finals - Fifth place

1963 FINALS - 6th place

1964 PREMIER - 4th place

1964 FINALS - 3rd place
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1965 PREMIER - 1st place

1965 FINALS - 2nd place

1966 FINALS - 1st place (National Chess Champion)

1966 PREMIER - 2nd place

1967 FINALS - 3rd equal

1975 OPEN FINALS - 4th place

1976 United Tractors Invitational Tournament - First place

By the end of 1977 Dr. Ambalavanar was among the top six highest rated
chess players of Sri Lanka, along with DHL Aturupana & A Pararkrama 219
each, RD Gunaretne 216, RJD Ferdinands 212, Dr. V. Ambalavanar and LC
Goonatileka 204 each.

Dr. Ambalavanar represented the Sri Lankan national chess team alongside
Parakrama, Aturupanana, and Goonatileka in the prestigious ‘Third Indo Sri
Lanka Interstate Men’s Chess Championship.

Dr. Ambalavanar’s passion for chess and his dedication to its development
in Sri Lanka have left a lasting impact on the sport and those who have had the
privilege to work with him. His legacy as a player, administrator, and mentor
continues to inspire generations of chess enthusiasts to this day.

Given below are some quotes from chess players.

Dr. Ambalavanar and | worked closely together for several years in the
Chess Federation in the late 1970’s. By 1976, he was the only member of the
“older” generation to remain competitive, because he took the trouble to
study the theory of the game. A dedicated public servant, he also excelled
at administration, and in 1980, when he served as Hony. Secretary of the
Federation, | was privileged to be his Assistant Secretary. | vividly remember
the endless hours we spent in his living room at Edmonton Road, painstaking
calculating national ratings by hand, while | absorbed his knowledge and
expertise. Without this experience, | could not have functioned as effectively the
following year when | took over the position of Secretary. - Dr. R D Guneratne,
Colombo Sri Lanka, (former member of the national chess team)

“Doc” as he was called by everyone was a thorough gentleman who
reminded me of former world champion Tigran Petrosian - a very solid Chess
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player. - Harinlal Aturupane, Colombo Sri Lanka, (former 6 times national
chess champion)

“Iremember Dr. Ambalavanar as a very quiet and distinguished gentleman
who was a great presence at CFSL events.” - Nilika de Silva, Colombo Sri Lanka
(women national championship joint runners up 1987)

Dr Ambalavanar was a ‘presence’ in Sri Lanka’s chess firmament, both as a
player and an administrator. He was a no-nonsense arbiter and official, clinical
in his arbitration and always fair. Soft-spoken though he was, there was always
a smile waiting to materialize on his face and when it did there was a glint
in his eye. A charming personality, Dr Ambalavanar was one of the movers
and shakers of CFSL’s early years. - Malinda Seneviratne, Colombo Sri Lanka
(former member of the national chess team)

Playing in federation tournaments as a young player my memories of Dr.
Ambalavanar are of a quiet dignified authority figure, an official on the stage
or near the Directors table... but now curiosity draws me to the internet and
gives me glimpses of the player who not only excelled at the chequered board
but who also made his dynamic presence felt in the game of life. A knight
who stood for celebrating the ties of nationhood, whose love for his land,
alma mater and for chess surely shone to the end...until that last checkmate.
- Amarangi De Silva, Melbourne Australia (former 5 times women'’s national
chess champion)

I recently heard about the demise of Dr.V. Ambalavanar, a very strong chess
player and chess administrator. Many people walk in and out of our life path,
but very few have kept a very positive image. Dr. Ambalavanar is such a person
who everyone has respected. In the early 1980s, | participated in the Novices
Chess championship. In the middle of the tournament, | had an opportunity to
play with one of the strong players who led the tournament. | learned a tricky
variation from Sisira Amerasinghe (A Royalist now living in the US) before the
game, took advantage of it, and was winning. However, in the end, | lost, and
Sisira and a few others showed my mistakes in the corner of the tournament
hall. | noticed a gentleman with black framed eyeglasses wearing black pants
and crispy white sleeves rolled-up shirt listening to analysis. He made a few
comments. That was the first day | recalled seeing Dr Ambalavanar. Afterwards,
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I saw him many times during Novices, Major and Open Championships. He had
a symbolic nature of wearing black pants and white sleeves-rolled-up shirts. He
was a soft-spoken, humble man who associated with all levels of chess players.
He has earned everyone’s respect as a Chess player and Administrator. We all
thank what he had contributed to Chess and may his Aathma attain Moksha.
- Thusitha Hettigama, Toronto, Canada (former national level chess player )

Dr. V. Ambalavanar as the early records indicate was an experienced
& strong Chess player. He was the National Champion in 1966 and Runner-
up in 1965. He was also the YMCA Open Champion and Champion of the
YMCA members Tournament in 1965 He was a Civil Servant in the Govt. Plan
Implementation Ministry and devoted his time in drawing up the Constitution
of the Chess Federation of Sri Lanka (CFSL). This was subsequent to the
Colombo Chess Club that led to the formation of the CFSL, of which he was a
very active member. He conducted tournaments organised by the CFSL & was
the key person in formulating a Ranking & Ratings System to be introduced
into the CFSL. Among the Office bearers he was elected as the Vice Patron in
the first Executive Committee at the inaugural meeting in the early seventies.
It was in the mid-seventies as a schoolboy that | happened to meet him and
played in National Tournaments along with him. He had a good knowledge of
Chess Theory and as | could recall his favourite Opening play was ‘Ruy Lopez’ at
the time. We must pay tribute to his immense contribution to Sri Lanka Chess
& thank him for all the efforts he has put in to see the CFSL having progressed
with leaps and bounds to the present day. - M L Mohideen, Colombo Sri Lanka
(former national level chess player )

When | was around seven years old, | had just taken up chess and was
beginning to explore the game. One memorable weekend, my father decided
to take both my older brother Tillak Atheray and me to a special place where
chess enthusiasts gathered. This location was a beautiful house in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, with a spacious open verandah, and it was known as the residence of Dr.
Ambalavanar. The atmosphere was serene, with numerous people engrossed
in their chess games. Dr. Ambalavanar, the gracious host, had a soft-spoken
and welcoming demeanor. He was genuinely passionate about chess and
generously shared his knowledge with us. Whenever we played, he would
observe our moves and offer valuable advice on how to improve our gameplay.
His encouragement and dedication to the game inspired us to work harder and
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become better chess players. From that point on, Dr. Ambalavanar’s residence
became like a second home for us on weekends. We faithfully made our way
there each week, eager to indulge in our shared love for chess and hone our
skills. Thanks to his guidance and support, | developed a profound fascination
for the game during my formative years and soon became a premier level chess
player. Later, during my senior years, | had the honor of captaining the Royal
College Chess Team, all of which were remarkable achievements in my chess
journey. Dr. Ambalavanar played a pivotal role in fostering my early interest
and passion for chess. May his soul rest in peace. - Yoga Atheray, Toronto,
Canada (YMBA under 12 champion, 1978)

As a member of the selection committee and a chess administrator in the
early 90s, | was acquainted with him. Dr V. Ambalavanar was among the SL
chess federation’s best administrators. - Vineetha Wijesuriya, Melbourne
Australia (11 times former women’s national chess champion)

“Everything about Dr. Ambalavanar was extremely simple and direct.
However, “everything” was really everything and somehow “everything” was
all intertwined with incredible consistency! He was one of the nicest, kindest,
and capable persons | have ever associated with, and a wonderful chess player
cum administrator too.” - Dr. L C Gunatilaka, New York, USA (National chess
champion 1978, 1979)

| had the honor of meeting Dr. Ambalavanar during the 1980s Women'’s
National Chess Championship at YMBA’s prestigious tournament hall. Little did
| know that he held a significant role within the Chess Federation of Sri Lanka.
Over time, my interactions with Dr. Ambalavanar increased. His dedication
was evident as he often took a prominent role at award ceremonies for the
Women’s Chess Championship, showcasing his commitment to the sport. |
learned that Dr. Ambalavanar’s involvement in chess dated back before our
encounter, even preceding my own journey in the game. My chess coach,
Mr. W.A.D De Zoysa, informed me of his organizing roles and multiple terms
on the Federation selection committee. What resonated deeply was Dr.
Ambalavanar’s sincere appreciation for my efforts in promoting chess across
the island. As President of the Anatoly Karpov Chess Club at the Russian Centre
in Colombo, | worked tirelessly to share the love for chess. His recognition of
this work underscored his connection to chess’s growth in the community. His
contributions and encouragement have undeniably marked my path as a chess
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player and promoter. -- Suneetha Wijesuriya, Colombo Sri Lanka (9 times
former women’s national chess champion)

I remember Dr. Ambalavanar as a constant presence at chess tournaments
in the eighties, either as player or tireless official. He was a strong and
determined opponent over the chess board, but always a perfect gentleman. -
Dr. Ishan Weerakoon, Washington, USA (National chess champion 1987)

I recall Dr. Ambalavanar with great appreciation and regard. He was the
embodiment of old-world courtesy, tact and politeness. He was always helpful
and kind to chess players. He was a solid chess player with a careful positional
style. But on occasion he played beautiful combinations, like his queen sacrifice
against the Indian player DV Prasad. Overall, he was a great gentleman and a
wonderful human being. - Dr. Harsha Aturupane, Colombo Sri Lanka (National
chess champion 1977, 1981, 1982)

Today Chess is played in all parts of Sri Lanka, There are tournaments
almost on a daily basis in Sri Lanka, Dr. Visuvanather Ambalavanar’s early
contributions to development of Sri Lankan chess would always be remembered.
- Luxsman Wijesuriya, Colombo, Sri Lanka (National chess champion 1996,
2000, Current President of the Chess Federation of Sri Lanka & Vice President
of the Asian Chess Federation)

Written & Complied by

Mr. Ransith Fernando , Managing Director, Forestpin, A chartered IT
professional, Played tournament chess from Novices in 1978 to Premier division
1983, was a member of the CFSL National Team Selection Committee headed
by Dr. Ambalavanar in 1992. During his spare time he helps talented chess
players on a pro bono basis.

Mr. M L Mohideen, National Instructor, Fide, Freelance Chess Coach,
A retired accountant by profession, played chess from the early seventies
onwards, coached many of the colombo schools, the tournament records of
Dr. Ambalavanar was extracted from his extensive collection of paper cuttings
and chess records.
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My memories of Nallappu

Dr Ambalavanar was my uncle and we called him Nallappu which literally
meant good father. | will continue to refer to him as Nallappu in this write-up.

When | was little, he lived two doors away, in the house that my parents
used to live as a newly married couple. They had expanded what was initially
a garage and a room, into a liveable two bedroomed house and Nallappu did
the entire wiring for it.

My appa did not like listening to cinema songs. Nallappu on the other
hand loved them. My amma used to say that Nallappu will connect wires from
next door where he lived, to speakers in their house and play cinema songs
at the time appa returned from work Appa will get upset and go to turn off
the radio to see that it was not turned on. He will keep looking around and
then realise that it was coming from next door. Nallappu will be sitting in my
parents’ house enjoying these scenes and quietly laughing to himself. Appa
will not say anything to Nallappu and quietly go to freshen up.

| remember Nallappu returning from UK and bringing a Mini Minor car. It
was Blue in colour and very small. Nallappu also owned a record player and
several LP records. He also owned a portable tape recorder with spool tapes. It
was light green in colour. All the weddings when we were young would not be
complete without the music from this portable tape recorder. When my cousin
Periannai got married, he had been living in USA and had brought a cassette
player and some cassettes. | remember Nallappu walking up Edmonton Road
from his house to my Periamma’s house with this portable player and we were
standing on the road discussing whether to put music on the cassette player
or the tape recorder.

When we were at school, Nallappu used to drive all of us to school before
going to work. He used to take all of us in the car with his son Kumaran and
drop the boys at Hindu Collage and my sister Nala and myself at Holy Family
Convent. This meant that he ended up getting stuck in traffic almost every day.
I remember once getting stuck in traffic on Dickmans road opposite St Paul’s
Milagiriya and a driver behind was tooting the horn. Nallappu very calmly
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lowered the window to signal him to overtake us by driving over our car. We all
found it very funny and had a good laugh.

Like all my cousins in Colombo, | started learning driving from Naduvil
Mama (another one of my uncle’s) and most of my driving practice was done
with Nallappu. He used to call me every time he had to go somewhere when
| was learning to drive. | have driven his car to go and pick up people from
Fort Station several times and to various other places. Whenever there was a
chance, he used call me over to drive his car. If | did not have both hands on the
steering wheel, he will calmly remind me that | have to have both hands at ten
and two when driving. Even now, when | take one hand off the steering wheel,
| sometimes feel that | can hear his voice saying this.

| remember when we were in our teens, we used to drop by at their place
whenever we felt like it. More so when one of our cousins were visiting from
Jaffna and staying with them. Even otherwise | used to just drop by to say hello
and to have a chat and he will drop by at our place to have a chat to amma or
appa. The good old days when we did not have to call in advance to let people
know that we wanted to visit them.

Nallappu came to stay and spend time with me and my family when we
lived in Singapore, in India and a few times in Sydney. He was always very close
to all of us and will forever be fondly remembered by us and our children.

Nallappu was always calm. | do not remember seeing him angry or ever
losing his temper. He was such a humble person. Thinking about him makes me

so grateful and blessed to have had him as my Nallappu.

Sivakamy Thayanithy
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My Chithappa

(My Appa, Late Mr V. Kailasapillai’s Younger Brother)

I have known Chithappa my whole life, as he was very present throughout
my upbringing. When | was a child, he stayed with us at 39/8A
Edmonton Road, Kirullapone, Colombo until he got married in 1966, which
was the first wedding | ever attended. Hence, we were remarkably close from

when | was an infant and the relationship persisted.

Chithappa was one of the most brilliant people | knew. He moved to the UK
for postgraduate studies and returned in 1972 after earning his master’s and
PhD in Econometrics. Being a chess champion in Sri Lanka, | was exposed to
chess, and he taught me with patience at an early age. In 1973, both brothers
moved to 41 and 43 Edmonton Road with their respective families. We always
got to spend quality time being neighbors.

Beyond the family, he always encouraged youth to excel in studies, and
believed education to be the passport to the future. This was a sentiment he
and his brother shared and was evident in their respective career successes.

Due to his intelligence, hard work, and dedication, he moved up quickly
within the government sector to become Additional Secretary to the President
of Sri Lanka. At the time, the Sri Lanka Telecom Service always ensured his
landline was in tip top shape because the President of Sri Lanka needed to be

able to access his advice any time on economic matters.

After his retirement, he helped needy students through various
organizations like Old Boys Association of Jaffna Hindu College (his alma
mater), Northeast Region Schools Past Pupils Federation etc. He also made his

contribution to the Development of Tamil Language in the Internet.

He was very fond of his older brother, my father, and would visit every day
and spend a few hours at a time with him, especially after my father’s head
injury, to provide moral support. We always noticed that after Chithappa’s
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visit, my Appa would be in an excellent mood and happy. After Appa passed,
my Chithappa and | had many trips together to Jaffna, Kuala Lumpur, and more
where we were able to spend quality time together during the last few years
of his life. Just like my father, the community will celebrate him at large for
many years to come, for his public service and philanthropic endeavors for the
impact he had.

Aravinthan
Massachusetts, USA

FH ST

a0l Sluuneys® @G b Sl SleuiT smer ereor SgsLum
Sibueveuneorit. eTentgl Am) omusSHed ermise B AGsluneiles 6L
glmeoliLemenuiled SiHesHEs SmHser. SImiG aunphs &eflenLbwimer
BIL&6T 6Te0TMILD LDM&S (PRWINHeDEN. 1983 et &HeoeursHeleor Lieor
fsslunelerr G@ELOULD eunl Gemed (Ward Place) &m@Ld ermiselr
&®LOULD esmeTenUl pé@LD el LM GeuetdTiow Mlemed eThLULLgl. 1991
&6 HHzLuT GBLOUWLD aseTerlI dd 6E Ml eubg el Lniaser.
Sigeut et Slipdale Sleuempll LUMTHs Sleuflest el & 61eedBeuesT Fleo
eupLmis6fer Ueor fssiunellesr LD&eT SleImsn SlHLDeToND CFUIS
Bl AeonbInGe Gl OUWHSTET. O&MErFs sTesaler Lot Aselune|d
fepgld plufeonbdhGs Gl OUWTHSTIEET. BMHIGET QIHLPENMD
pufleonbanes esern  Gunsl  fsslumemeull  uUMTUUSDETHEE
Hlemmev@sitE (Christchurch) 8n&& eseaTGorLd. fHFLunald HHSH|Lbd
2022 pGUUGIHUID Seomenssd UBSHHHSNTET. 2022 gamwe
(July) 21, dgsluneierr 85 Speugl UmbEs Hlevrd. Slevim) SevT [HTewT
&5 sLILMTemels HemLEINS ShHEss Seorb. 2022 &buit (December) 28,
Sleurgl 2 uflit Seueyevems allL®G UflbsHg. Sleurg ShSLDM FHSILEDLIL
Semmeuemeotll LgnisgléaleorGmeor.

NBTYL DT DNBHBHB

137



Dr. . Ambalavanar, an exemplary
public servant and planner

Dr V Ambalavanar (1937-2022) retired from public service in 1995 as
Additional Secretary to the President during the tenure of President Ranasinghe
Premadasa. Prior to that appointment he served as the Director General of the
Ministry of Plan Implementation. A mathematician with a second class (Upper)
honours from the then University of Ceylon, Ambalavanar started his public
service carrier when he was selected as a research officer in the newly set
up Ministry of Planning and Economic Affairs. Having been selected for the
prestigious planning profession, as a prerequisite, he was sent on a scholarship
to acquire the competencies required for a planner in Manchester, UK. where
he followed an academic programme leading to a PhD. Having completed his
higher studies, Dr Ambalavanar returned to the then Ministry of Planning and
Economic Affairs and was promoted to the rank of Assistant Director.

He eventually climbed the hierarchical ladder to become an Additional
Secretary at the President’s Office before he retired from public service.
After receiving his PhD, Dr Ambalavanar spent most of his working life as an
economic advisor to the Government on many important matters relating
to economic decision-making. At the time, it was customary for the Cabinet
Office to seek advice from the Ministry of Planning before placing the requests
of ministries for the consideration of the Cabinet.

My acquaintance with Dr Ambalavanar began after my being appointed as
head of the newly created Poverty Monitoring and Nutrition Policy Unit of the
plan implementation division, Ministry of Policy Planning and Implementation,
where President Premadasa was the minister. As Director, | was entrusted
with facilitating and monitoring the Janasaviya programme and the activities
of the Janasaviya Trust Fund, designing and implementing with the Ministry
of Education the school’s mid-day meal programme and the school uniform
scheme. The responsibility of tracking the progress of setting up the 200
garment factories programme included monitoring the selection of workers,
building construction, the construction of clock towers, etc., assigned to a
few senior officials of the Plan Implementation Division handpicked by the
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President himself on the recommendation of the Secretary, R.Paskaralingam
and Dr Ambalavanar.

One of the most complex tasks among them was monitoring the shipments
of cloth from China to Colombo and devising a method to distribute them in
time among school children. As the Ministry of Education played a relatively
insignificant role in the initial planning stages, Dr Ambalavanar designed a
coupon system with the exact amount of cloth given to children of different
age groups by defining categories. Categories presented the types of stitched
wear and the age group. For boys below grade 5, cloth for a shirt and shorts in
either colour were given depending on the school’s preference. The Ministry of
Education took responsibility for cutting the imported cloth into pre-designed
age-specific measurements proposed and getting them packed, and dispatched
to schools. Without a significant complaint, the system distributed smoothly
to about 12,000 schools and 4 million children. However, the school’s mid-
day meal programme encountered several obstacles, including management
problems linked to food supply to school children and making payments to
suppliers on time. The 200 garment factory programme provided bank loans
to most entrepreneurs, and a number of activities had to be completed on
scheduled time. The responsibility of the ministry was to remove bottlenecks,
if any, to ensure smooth and timely completion of the project. Most approved
garment factories were opened on the scheduled date by the President, as
officials attached to the Ministry of Plan implementation worked tirelessly to
achieve the results successfully.

Among his other substantial engagements, Dr Ambalavanar represented
many Cabinet-appointed tender committees and proposed futuristic and
cost-efficient projects for implementation. For instance, he served on many
such committees in the power and energy sector. A Committee consisting of
Ackiel Mohamed, Secretary/of Power and Energy Ministry, A. S. Jayawardena,
Secretary/of the Ministry of Industries and Scientific Affairs and Dr V.
Ambalavanar, Director General/Plan Implementation was requested by the
Cabinet Sub-Committee to study the power demand and to submit them a
report.

The committee presented its report after discussions with the officers of
the CEB Planning Division and it was envisaged that there would be a growth
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of about 8.10 per cent in power demand. The discussion then moved towards
methods of increasing the capacity. It was revealed that the hydroelectricity
capacity of the country had been virtually exhausted and that the CEB should
now increase its thermal generation capacity. In this context, it was revealed
that seeking foreign aid to achieve the required thermal capacity would be
a lengthy process, and the committee requested the CEB to investigate the
prospects of setting up private power plants on a BOO/BOT basis similar to
those being implemented in the Philippines and Malaysia. It should be noted
that this was in early 1992, and at the time there was no institutional set-up to
promote private sector participation in power generation.

Among other notable involvements of Dr Ambalavanar on the directive
of the President was to simplify the compensation payments meant for those
victims who lost their lives and properties during the insurgency, including
those in the North East. His recommendation prepared by simplifying many
circular instructions issued up to the time was adopted by the Cabinet of
Ministers for implementation. Dr Ambalavanar also contributed to improving
the capacity of planners by promoting a Journal “PROGESS” to publish the
views of officials on numerous economic matters.

As a devoted Hindu, May he attain the Moksha

R M K Ratnayake, PhD (London)
Rtd. Secretary, of Cabinet of Ministers (1994-2008)
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The small the paths of ease pursue
The great achieve things rare to do.
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Our Nallappu

| grew up in Kirulapone surrounded by a whole lot of uncles, aunties, and
cousins from my mother’s side. Since there were so many relatives and we
had multiple and complicated relationships with most of them, | just stick to
the relationship which is that they are all the decedents of our great great
grandfather, ‘Thillaiampalam Appa’ from Araly. He was literally ‘great’ to have
instilled a sense of ‘family’ where everyone looks after each other, to all his
descendants. Dr Ambalavanar, whom we call Nallappu, was one of those
descendants who followed his teachings, diligently.

Nallappu was remarkably close to my parents and my mother fondly
referred to him as ‘my thambi’ During the 1983 riots, we lost our father and
brother, but my mother was not told about it for a while. My mother was in
a refugee camp in Colombo and refused to leave to go in a ship to Jaffna with
everyone else, until my father and brother returned. Nallappu who organised
for Amma to go to Jaffna, tried all he could and finally kneeled in front her and
pleaded her to leave. Amma still talks about this incident where a big crowd
surrounded them, and she could not bear to see Nallappu in that position. So,
she relented and made it to Jaffna where she was safe and with relatives to
care for her.

Nallappu was a well-known chess player, and he was the secretary of the
Chess Federation of Sri Lanka in the 1980s. When Nallappu used to drop me
at school every morning, he would ask why my school, Holy Family Convent,
did not have a chess club. In 1981, he gave me the courage to approach my
scary sports teacher at school and ask if we could start the chess club and that
my uncle will organise coaches through the Chess Federation. That was the
start and my school ended up playing inter school chess tournaments from
that year onwards. | also started playing chess tournaments outside of school
through the support and encouragement of Nallappu.

The following is an incident that shows the reputation Nallappu had
as a chess player. Although | was going to Nallappu for coaching along with
his son, Kumaran who was already the Novices champion, | refused to learn
the popular chess openings that most chess players learn by heart and start
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off with. During my second interschool chess tournament, | had to play the
prevailing National chess champion who was in the St. Thomas school team.
| was only thinking how soon, | was going to lose. He started with Sicilian
defence opening move which | did not know. So, | had to think and make my
moves which were different to the usual Sicilian defence moves. It must have
been Nallappu’s training that | made some smart moves initially and confused
the opponent. He has seen me coming with my uncle for tournaments and
thought that my uncle must have trained me, and | had an overall plan with
my odd moves. At one point he started sweating and a crowd gathered around
us, and | could hear a lot of whispers. | knew | had some advantage over him
at that point from the atmosphere, but | could not figure it out. After my next
bad move, | lost the game very quickly. Nallappu, who was the organiser of
the tournament, had watched the game. When he was driving me home that
day, he said to me ‘This is why you should learn the popular opening so you
can gain better position from the start of the game and play with confidence’.
From then on, | took his advice and leant as | had to keep up his reputation too.

After 1983, | lost the privilege of living close to Nallappu and rest of my
relatives. But Nallappu made sure that he stayed in constant touch with me and
Amma and took care of our matters in Colombo. He also visited us whenever he
could in Sydney. After he became a little unsteady to travel, Amma would tell
me that ‘Nallappu is like your second father, you should go and see him often’.
When | visited him in October 2022 at Christchurch, he was in the hospital
rehabilitation, and he tried so hard to get his health back on track, so he could
walk again. What stood out to me was that he would greet everyone who dealt
with him or passed by him in the hospital corridor and would take time to ask
after them. He was always well mannered, calm, and attentive to others. We
played scrabble and he was still beating us. My attempt to play chess with him
failed because he refused saying he could not. But | think he still could have
defeated me with his eyes closed!

Nalayini Sanmugarajah
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In Loving Memory of Periyappa

Losing a loved one is always a difficult experience, and it is especially
challenging when that person is someone as important as Periyappa.He was
someone who meant a lot to me, and his passing left a void in my life. | will
always remember him for the many ways he positively impacted my life.

Periyappa was a kind and generous man, always willing to lend a hand or
offer words of wisdom. He was the kind of person who made everyone feel
welcome and valued, and his presence could light up any room. From my age
12 until my early 20s | lived in his home; | remember spending many evenings
with him, listening to stories about his life and experiences. He had a way of
making any topic interesting and | always looked forward to our conversations.

Periyappa had a passion for learning, and he believed in the power of
education. He would always encourage me to pursue my academic goals and
push me to achieve my full potential. Whenever | had difficulty in mathematics,
he would sit with me and explain the concepts in an understandable manner.
He had a way of simplifying complex problems and making them easier to

grasp.

Periyappa was passionate about politics, and he would often follow the
news and current affairs closely. He had a vast knowledge of political history,
and he would use this knowledge to provide context for current political
development. We would often have lively debates on political issues, and he
would challenge me to think critically about my own beliefs and opinions. He
also understood international relations and interplay between different nations
and cultures. He taught me empathy, understanding of different cultures and
how diplomacy and negotiations are used to resolve conflicts. He had a deep
understanding of economic theory, and he would often discuss the workings
of stock market, trade policies and macroeconomic trends which | believe laid
foundation and shaped me today as a Risk Manager in banking industry and a
small-time investor in stock market.

One of the things | admired most about Periyappa was his work ethic. He
was a hard worker who took pride in his job and always did his best. He taught
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me the importance of dedication and perseverance, and those lessons have
stayed with me throughout my life. He lived his life with integrity and honesty.
He was a man with strong principles, and he never compromised on his values.

One of the things | loved most is our shared passion for chess. We spent
hours playing together and analyzing the game after. He taught me many
strategies and corrected my errors in the play. As a way of giving back to society
now | volunteered to teach chess to beginners in my old school.

One of the fondest memories of Periyappa is he used to drive me to
many places when | was in my early teenage years. | always looked forward to
spending time with him in the car. He took great care of road safety. He taught
me traffic rules and when | finished A/Ls he taught me to drive.

As | reflect on Periyappa’s life, | realize how lucky | was to have him as part
of my life. He was an inspiration to me in so many ways, and his memory will
always live in my heart. Rest in peace Periyappa, you will be always loved and
remembered.

Thileepan Thavakumaran
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No foe defies the speaker clear
Flowless, puissant and free from fear.

- J

144




A Tribute to my Lecturer

Dr Ambalavanar taught Econometrics (a combination of economic theory,
mathematics, and statistics to quantify economic phenomena) when | did my
undergraduate degree in Economics at the University of Colombo from 1979
to 1983.

The impact that lecturers’ have on their students’ lives isimmeasurable. In
my experience as an undergraduate student, | was fortunate to have had the
opportunity to gain experience from an exceptional lecturer. He was always
punctual, well prepared with his notes and spent more time with students
to clear any doubts. He was exceedingly kind and always had a smile when
he entered the lecture room. Though four decades have passed, the way sir
greeted us back then has not faded one bit from my memory.

Sir has touched our hearts in incredibly special ways that we can never,
ever accurately or fully explain with the mere written words.

May his soul attain bliss at the Holy Feet of Lord Shiva.
Thalayasingham Ravindiran

Canberra, Australia
June 2023
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Great souls when their will is active
Do mighty deeds rare to achieve.
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My early childhood and teenage memories
with my only brother (Dr. . Ambalavanar)

Background

Brother was 3 years and 10 months old when our father died. | was an
infant aged 8 months. Mother did not have much education. So, we were
dependent on other, kind relatives to come up in life. This made us work
hard during these early years. Fortunately, we were under the guidance of
our maternal granduncle (Appa). He had to guide his own widowed daughter,
a granddaughter and two grandsons who were in the same age group. The
eldest was Akka, followed by Periyannai, Sinnannai, my brother and me. All of
us lived like one family guided by the widowed Appa. | was the pet of Akka.
Brother, Periyannai and Sinnannai were remarkably close together. They also
loved me very much.

We were religious (orthodox Hindus). | was religious. Brother was not
attracted so much by religion during the early years. At times he used to argue
with mother about religious practices. However, he never interfered with my
religious habits.

Brother concentrated very much on his education. From an early age he
helped Appa with bookkeeping and tax related work of family members. Appa,
who was an accountant in the government service taught him lots of basics.

Brother and | were often naughty and received smacking from mother.
After one incident involving hard smacking, brother told mother that he was
leaving the house and walked out of the house. An elderly uncle who was
there followed my brother, pacified him, and brought him back. When brother
came back, mother gave him a big hug with tears running down both eyes.
Appa and Aunty kindly advised both. After that incident | never saw my brother
annoying mother. Mother was extra kind to him. Though very naughty at times
and consequently getting good smacking from mother, | used to cling on to
her. Often Akka and others used to moderate us. When Mahathma Gandhi was
assassinated, there was a special prayer in his memory at our school (Jaffna
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Hindu College). Brother was a student of Grade 8 at that time. He wrote an
appreciation about the Mahathma and the memorial event in English. The
school published it in the magazine Young Hindu with commendation. Appa
was incredibly happy about it. He read and explained the contents to mother.
| asked mother whether God will also cry for the death of the Mahathma.
Mother could not answer me. Appa intervened and explained that God will
not cry but grant Mortcham to such a great man.

About three or four years later | translated the poem ‘John Gilpin’ into
my own Tamil verse and passed it to my Tamil teacher. He got that published
in the Young Hindu with commendation. When he took the Tamil class for my
brother’s class, the teacher referred to my work and what brother wrote about
the Mahathma earlier commending both of us, saying that these are works by
kids coming from a great family. “Expect big things from them in their later
life.” There is no need to write what Appa did at home.

Both my brother and | were weak in Chemistry. Once the teacher wrote
strongly worded remarks in my brother’s tutorial exercise book. At this rate you
will never get a pass in Chemistry in the examinations. Appa saw this comment
and gave his typical kind advice to brother to do better. In the first year at the
University my brother got ‘B’ in Chemistry. He proudly brought it to the notice
of the schoolteacher. The teacher acknowledged it and told him that he merely
wanted to throw a challenge and was happy that it worked.

In a neighboring land we played soft ball cricket. Once we had a match
with another team. One of their batters hit the ball high towards the boundary.
All of them were shouting six. Somehow my brother who was fielding there
jumped and took a stunning catch. They never tried such hits in that direction
thereafter. We hardly took part in sports and/or games at school. Often, we
were there to cheer and encourage fellow students.

Brother identified the daughter (Kamala) of our maternal uncle as his
life partner quite early in life. During the late teens he grew a moustache. |
often heard him singing in Tamil. &,eme G@NeTEBLD LBenFW|ETEN SpLDLEMETEDU
uMSAW ... RGBS euedeyld 6l AmBLD Sleueismams ... | tease them
with the lines in another Tamil song thus. Siewievon @@ ewusHWILDT Shulipsar
SlevttetfiGLOGed G1ENEHH ClENHH 6 SNETUTETONT ClENHES QFTHE! ...
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In Akka’s eldest daughter Sarasu, my sister-in-law had a close childhood
relative and friend. Kamala and my brother must have been watching me
closely for some time. One day my brother asked me whether | had any interest
in Sarasu. That gave me an opportunity to let the cat out of the bag. So, there
we are with our chosen life partners.

Before I close this, | wish to mention one incident. | was at the University.
At the end of the first term my brother and | were at the Colombo Fort Railway
Station platform. The train to Jaffna was almost stopping at the platform. |
tried to get in to get a good seat. In the rush | fell landing on my feet first.
Luckily, it was between two compartments. | walked along with the stopping
train. Another person helped me. | got on to the platform and then onto the
train. My brother must have seen me going down. He did not see me getting
back onto the train. He and a few concerned people were looking out for me
underneath. When | saw this, | peeped out of the window, called my brother,
and told him that | was safe. It took a long time for both of us to get over the
shock.

2014 March
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Wealth of the man of equity
Grows and lasts to posterity.

- J
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Acknowledgement

It is an inevitable fact that all those who are born in this world must die
one day. We, human beings, possess six types of knowledge acquired by our
birth. According to learned people we should spend our lives useful and helpful
to those in need and attain moksha (release from the cycle of rebirth), instead
of wasting our lives. The Late Dr Ambalavanar, The Light of Wisdom, led his life
accordingly. First of all, we express our gratitude to the Lord who gave us such
a pioneer in Moola Nakshatra (‘root’ of Sagittarius constellation), gave him the
opportunity to fulfill the duties of his birth and then absorbed him in Sathaya
Nakshatra (birth star, Sathayam), Sashti Thithi (sixth day of lunar fortnight).

Our thanks are also due to those relatives who supported him and raised
him when he lost his father as a small baby, to his play-mates, to the teachers
who taught him, to his office-mates who supported him, to those who met him
when he went abroad and to all those who have come forward and helped him
in his efforts. Many of them are not with us today.

We are pleased to express our thanks to the doctors and nurses who
looked after him during his final period illness (palliative care) and to the llam
Arvida Family. Also, we would like to thank our Christchurch friends and our
relatives who travelled thousands of miles to attend the rituals and share in
our grief and comfort us when he passed away, to those who sent flowers and
to the loved ones who offered help and comfort in other ways.

We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to those who authored
articles for this special issue of ‘The Light of Wisdom’ and to all of you who
attended today’s one year anniversary event. Our thanks also go to Uniarts
press for printing this remembrance book.

Thank you.
Ambalavanar family
61/2 Abdul Gaffoor Mawatha,
Colombo 03
December 2023
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Whenever and wherever a decline of righteousness and a predominance of

unrighteousness prevail; at that time, | manifest Myself personally
— Bhagavath Gita 4.7

For the protection of the devotees and the annihilation of the miscreants

and to fully establish righteousness, | appear millennium after millennium
— Bhagavath Gita 4.8
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