malte u of this visit to the

Inland: Rs. 50/. per year.
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The Manager,
‘Morning Star Vaddukoddai,

B.ilhm Returns

The Bishop of our Diocese,
the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavanar
is back in Jaffna after a month
long sojourns in the West
during which he attended
Several wmeetings.

The first half of his trip
Was speni in the United States
where he first attended the
meetings of the Governing
Board of the N. C C. of the

- U. S. Later, accombanicd by

Messrs: A. R. Kadirgamar and
S. RaJanayagam, he represented
Jaffna College at the Annual
meeting of the Jaffna College
Board of Trustees held Boston.
He along with the others
altended the 177th Apnual
Sessions of the U, C. B. W. M.
which was held this year in
Raleigh; North Carglina. This
was also attended by Rev. &
Mrs Dapiel Thiagarajah who
are our missionanes now attache
ed to the Indiana Kentucky
Conference of the United
Church of Christ for a year,
The Bichop was able to renew
several acquaintances most of

whom are old friends ot‘gj%m_.‘

U. 5. to meet N. C. C. officials,
government officials and human
rights organisations who were
genuinely interested ig learning
more about the situation in
Sri Lanka especially in the
North and Last,

Subsequently the Bishop
was In Laranaca, Cyprus, te
attend the World Consultatign
on Inter Church Aid, Refugees
and World Service (CICARHS)
of the World Council of
Churches that was held there
{rom the 13th to the 26ih of
November. ine theme of he
Consultation was ‘Diakonia 2000
Called te be neighbours’, Mrs.
Nimalka Fernomdo. Gecretary
of the Development Commijg-
sion of the NoC. C. wag the
other parucipant trom Sri Lan-
ka while the Rev. M. Azariah,
General Secretary, represented

the C' Sl SyHOd

UN Deligation te inquire
H. R. Viglations in Sri Lanka ?

The International Amnesty
had urged the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment to permit a delegation
from the United Nations Orga-
nisation to investigate into the
charges of Human Rights vip-
lations against its Security forces
as the victims concerned hes-
sitate to g0 before the courts
fearing reprisals, in a report i
had released lately. Humphry
Hawxley in his report from
Delhi to the BBC adds that it
is verv unlikely that the Sri
Lankan government would ac.
gede to the A, I request,

e i s e e
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Levi Spaulding Home Expansion Programme

The Diocesan Office at Vad
dukoddai will remain closed on
the 22nd, 2314, 24tn, 25th, 26th
& 27th of December. It will
not be closed (he following
week as notified earlier.

TREASURER,

Wanted
for
St. John's Cellege; Jaffna
R teacher gf

Computer Prcgrammiug.
A Graduate wip & Diploma

in Compater Science preferred
" Others alsp may ‘apply,
o Salary &ccording g qualifica.
- ttons zngd experience,
" Apply. bef 2
", Apply. before 27-12:198¢ to the

At a simple ceremony held recently the Bishop, The Ri. Rev. ' __i“_'ﬁfff“" ek
D. J. Ambalavanar laid the fouudation stons for the proposed new .7 Rev. Dayalan Niles
boilding complex at the Levi Spaulding Boys’ Home, Vazaddukod-
dai. The building when complete will have three floors but will The Rev. w, D. Niles, :
be done in stages. It will prove (o be & much nseded and wel- Sécond 00 of the Jate Rev. & e
come addition and will also gnabis the management (o increass  MIS: U, |, Niles, who has been
the number of children at the home, 1o the photograph, the 2 the U. S, for ¢ | !

Bishop is seen together with the Manager of the homes, Mr. S,

Ratoavel, well wishers and some of the children-

Eagle Rock
‘u;e_ th

Church,

o

ponse in

United
Church Board for World Minigtries
was a busy affair, for the five
days it lasted, Members were
kept  occupied with meetings
startisg  with  breakiagt at 7
& m. and going through dinoer
to tea p, m. But the balf day
on the wmorping of Sunday was
left free.

I joined one of my friendg
80 American from the North 0
US w0 attend service ar Eagle
Rock church which was aboat
balf and bheur drive from Raleigh,
where theUCBWM confernce wag
being held. We arrived at  the
cbarch in time for the Sunday
Scheol at 9:30a, m, Te take parg
in it there were not only ghildren
but parents and grand parets gigo.
As the bible lesson for the day
was taken up verse by Verse,
comments came from the teacher
aod from memberg of the clggs
of all ages, There were quigj
shot! commemis from more than
ome at a time. Whep there was
a lull the teacher Proceeded ¢,
the oext verse, and so on. A,
the end as visitors we were asked
to speak on anything we liked
to touch on,

One leature observable thro-
out was the participation of the
audience. Whether during speech,
reading, or prayer, any membesr
of the audience wonld indicata
his or her reaction either by a
‘ves' or ‘aba’ or 'Amen’ or
some such exclamation. Whera
such was lacking and deserved
the pastor Rev, Dr. George G,
Latham would
gregation to

showed this %amﬁs)nr

who were. visitors, were speaking,

Typical was the indication from
members of the ovigregation,
when daring the main service I
conveyed to them the greetings
of the Uniting Church at Tusmore
in Adelaide, where I had been
for the previous five months,
That reaction of the congregation
was both an immediage ackoow-
ledgement and appreciation, of the
greetings from a church on the
otber side of the globe.

When 1he Sanday school was
over, in about an bourg time,
the pasior ook e two of us
and progeeded 1o (ha fooms ag
the back of the €hurch, 1n each
of which was agsembied someg
group, ke the cour gr elders,
Oo this day (nere Was & ssnlor
ClliZzens group, as tais  was the
seqior ciuzia day of (g caurch,
Wita  caca  of tpese Bloups ga
prayer was beld, Before Prayer (hg
Boup jolned bands apnd sa remg-
loed uail the Prayer was gyer-
Duch joming of bands Was  also
ORserved at sgme Qccasions ip the
UcBwu meetings, Whoere g
Erealer measure of fellowship ig
Called for gych Joumng  of hapds
1 adopted. I was feminded of
ide practice among Budbists g
Sr1 Lanka. Daring Pirith Ceremony
cotton thread is passed thro the
hands of those seated apd Weaves
a web joining the Participanis,

Oace these EIOUp  prayarg
were over, all assembled lor the
the main service atr 1] 4, m. Tha
church was small and compact,
The groups from behing came up
a short flight of steps, and togk

.pxhort ¢ W PR ISRY R fortke rear and
qiizgd 9}""%55’5“ e reat .t
I ,I:ae\le ﬁcon%egigopg were gin aa;m:t

Col Catpedra) Church and ac
the Jaffna College Daniel Poor
Library as wej| as the How| —
and Hall Girls Hostey. lak;
Part in the ceremonay| Planting
O ashoka apg Cashuring
scedlings  were Vaddukodga;
Lions President Kmj) Athanasgr,
Lreasurer dathiveal, pag: Pre.
sidents, Jatfna Logege Vice-Prip-
Clpal, )
VIs0or,
and Bunker Hay >ub- Wargen,
4nd Leo Advisor,
Porter.

The new Ieo Club was
formed in tne month of QOcto.
ber, with the foliowing stucents
elected as officerg = P. Benja-
min, President; I+ Aron, Vice.
Fresident;, Terrance Selvarajah,
Secretary; | Tncvamjmran.
Treasurer; and Sivarajan,
Seetha Veerasmgan. and A, Nas
guleswaran ag Lirectorg,

We wish them godspeed
as they join hands i serlﬁ'ce
to their schoo] ang Community,

filling the entire hall. The main
door &t the epd of the halj was
closed, and the warden and his twa
assistants stood beside the door for
the whole the service, They only
moved during the time the collection
was taker The cosfiguration
reminded me of ths sefting in g
theatre. where each wishes to be gs
close to the stage is possible and g
it,
(o be conisnusd )
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" Vijitharan.

Private Bandara's mother asking Kiita to release her son,

————¢
The Week
Undergrads call off fasl
The six University students
and members of the public
who were conducting a fast
unto death called it off on the
evening of the 28th November.
The fast had been started fol-
lowing the mysterious disappe-
arance of a University student—

continued following assurances
given to the students by mili-
tant groups that the rights of
University students to manage
their own affairs within the
University would be respected.

Killings continue

Clashes between militants
and the Security forces conti-
nued. The LTTE group ciaime
ed to have killed 8 army and
navy man in scperate incidents
at Kayts in Jaifna and Tiru-
kovil in the Amparai Distriot
The EPRLF groups claimed to
have killed 9 army men at
Omanthai near Vavuniva while
the Tamil Eelam Army (T.E.A.)
claimed to bave killed 7 army
men near the Jallona lort

In a seperate incident in
Batticaloa, the Sccurity forces
are reported to have killed 10
civilians, with another 8 having
gone missing and taken twen-
ty men into custody. It is alsg
reported that some of those in
custody were badly tortured.

Prabakaren predict major offenssive

The leader of the Libera-
tion Tigers group (LTTE)
V. Prabhaharan has in a recent~
ly given inoterview predicted
that the St Lanka armed for.

ces are planing an all out
land, air and sea assuult in
two 'weeks to try and wrest

back control of the Jaffna Pe-
pimsula. However he also went
on tosay that his forces would
be able to repulse any such
attacks, In the same inter-
view he stated that the areag
fully under the control of his
groups were the Jaffna Penin-

The fast was dis-

Photo: '* Murasoli

sula and areas of Kilinocheh
and Manbat.

Muslims form Political Payty

For the first time in Sri
Lanka prominent Muslims have
got together to launch a Mus-
lim political party — the Mus=
lim League. The main funec-
tion of this party would be to
preserve the right of the Ta-
il speaking people of the
Eastern Province.

Unprecedented vigit ends

Vijaya Kumaranatunge and
his delegation of close to nine-
ty people left jaffna after hav-
ing been in the peninsula for
two days. The party which con-
sisted of SLMP party mem-
bers, Journalists, Buddhist cler-
gy and family members of the
two captured soldiers arrived
in Jaffna on Friday evening
and left on Sunday morning.
T'heir trip which looked doubts
ful atter being obstructed by
Security forces at Vnvuniya
finally came through after
Kumaranatunge rushed back
to Celombo to get the Presj-
dent's permission.

During this visit Kumara
natunge stated that their pri-
mMary purpose was not to eb-
tain the release of the two
goldiers but racther to open up
channels of communication bes
tween the Sinhalese people
and the Tamils. The Bhikkus
too went out of their way to
point out that not all Bud-

.dhist clergy were against the

Tamil people.  The highlight
of the visit was the reunion
{ albeit temporarily J between

the parents and soldiers being
held caplive by the Liberation
Tigers. This had been preced-
ed by an emotional moment
when the parents had met the
leaders of the LTTE. While
not agreeing to an uncondi.
tional release the Jaffna leader
of the LTTE reassured the
parents that no harm would
come to the soldiers.

Large curious crowds turn-
ed up wherever cavalcade of

‘in, Lighter Vein

Humour stories, anecdotes, and
¥iyirgs associated with the Clergy
and Chureh:

* » *

Bishop Azarigh records how
& raw of little was being
sternly questionred by the mis-
gionary’s wife about tha
rious disappaarapce of some gua-
vas, She began with the
tion, ' Boys, what doss the Bible
say mrbout thieves?® Fromptly,
the reply came °'Please Ma'am,
“Today thou shalt be with me
in Paradise .

boys
myste-

(ues-

Sinhalese went in the penin-
sula. They finally left the pe-
ninsula leaving the Tamil peo-
ple hoping that this visit would
prove a significant first step in
bringing about a change in
the attitude of the Sinhalese
towards the Tamils.

Balticuloa's agony econtinues

Batticaloa district which had
enjoyed a brief respite from
the blood letting was put un-
der curfew over the last week-
end following a series of bloo-
dy incidents on Friday and
Saturday. According to the
State media Tamil civilians
killed 7 Muslim homeguards
and a woman and child at
Kattankudi hear Batticaloa town
on Friday, and the curfew was

Amposed _to_preyepl. Famil —

was s skill M%LEMEL :
Muslim clashes, The éovem sbaien wayar il '

ment media as usual were
highly selective in their cover-
age. According to reports com-
ing from Batucaloa and aired
by the BBC the series of events
were as follows, On Friday
evening 7 homeguards a woman
and children were killed. How-
ever they were killed as a re-
sult ot internal problems with-
in the Mashm village itsels,
In an unrelated incident on
the same evening members ol
the Special task torce opened
fire on a state transport bus
returning late (0 its depot kili-
ing 5> on board. Oa Saiurday
morning Muslim homeguards,
stopped a stale (ransport bug,
ordered the Tamils on board
to step out and killed 1% and
wounded ten of them. It is g
mont point whether this is an
atlempl 0 produce a replay
of the situation last year when
allies of the secunity forces
stitred up Tamil — Maslim ¢lg-
shes.

— -,

Appreciation

Mr. A. S. Thambiratnam

Mr. A. 8. Thambiratnam
(75) who passed away in Ma-
nipay on 19-11-85, was *the
last link with the American
Ceyion Mission Press. ¢stablish-
ed at Manipay in 1834. [ The
Press was actuaily brought by
an American Missionarys Gar-
ret, in 1820 but, the governs
ment then refused to grant
permission for the Mission te
start' a I'ress. What bappened
between 1820 and 1834 is part
of our ACM history].

Mr, Thambiratnam was the
third Superintendent of the
ACM Press, the first being #r.
C. K, Yesuthasan, also from Ma.
nipay, the pioneer who obtain-
ed his traming at the well]
known bSchool of Technology
at Massachussets (Us). On
his return in 1888, the Press
was shiited f[rom Manipay to
Tellippaias.

It was in this back drop
of missionary (raditien  that
Thambiratnam was moulded.

He transtormed his job into a
vocation. He did not reside at
Pellippalai  but at  Manipays
Sull, alinost the first to arrive
in the morning at the gate ot
the mission compourd was Mr.
Thambiratnam. dcressed lLmmas
calately, 10 his bycycle which
he maintained with great care
and assiduity to make it then
an object of attraction, {og
manys.

Mr. Thambiratnam's forte

was a source of wonder to
me how he maintained his Sars
torial splendour even amidst
;he Soot and grime of a print-
INg presss

Maintaining the books, and
controlling the workforce, ip
a Complex as the Pregs was,
at Tellippalai (with a Printing
department. a worshop and 2
Sales point) was 1hambir,t.
nam’s work, day after day for
nearly four decades. He was
very rarely on leave.
~ As one who was aiso work-
Ing In 1he same campus, though
in a different capacity altoge-
thers 1 have been associaed
with Ihambiratnam tor g long
limeé m ihose days when lran=
quil recreations were available

now and then (o lighten QU
respeclive. burdens. 1 ' have
lound 10 him a devoted nis-

sion employee and an able and
Lrusied counsellor 1 many imate
ters.

-G E. R,

4

Vije Kumaranatunge sud freinds with' Kittu before leaving Jaffng

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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Political Notes

Solidarity with......

President Jeyawardene's message on the occasion of Infer-
natiomal Day of Soliderity with tlee Palestinian people, begins
with this paragraph . —

“On the oceasion of the International Day of Solidarity with
the Palestinian people, Sri Ianka wishes to re-iterate its support
and solidarity to the Palestinian people in their struggle to regain
their inalienable rights including their right of self-determination
snd return to their homeland, Sri Lanka (firmly believes that the
Palestinian question lies at the core of a comprehensive first and
lastiog peace in the Middle Egst.”

The President of Israel, Chiam Hersog timed his stop-over
in Colombo, almost simultaneously with Mikail Gorbachev's arri-
val in India. Indian High Commissioner J. N. Dixit denied a
report in Colombo which said that he had ‘complained* to
President Jeyawardene about the Israel Presidents visit. But the
Indian High Commissioner admitted that Mr. Herzog’s visit had
evoked “a certain reaction” in India and that he had conveyed
the matter to President Jeyawardene. In Sri Lanka too there
has been a flutter in some quarters.

It was left to National Security Minister to clarify the po-
sition in Parliament:—

“We bave no Isracli defence sdvisers, But we are prepared
10 co-operate with any country for the defencs of our territorial
integrity...... We have three Israeli ships, and three Korean ships
for sugveillance.”

The Dialogue Front

On the Diologue *front'. the latest news as we write these
notes 18 that the Indian Ministers of State, B, Chithamparam
and K. Natwar Singh will meet the Tamil groups in Madras on
2-12-86, on the new formulations sent by Colombo to New Delhi
after the four-hour (alks, the Indian delegation had with Pre-
sident Jeyawardene and three other Sri Lankan Ministers on
24=11-86 1n Colompbg,

On the results of this talk with the Tamil militant ETOups
will depend furcher talks of the Indian Ministers with Colombo
officials. In an effort to break the deadlock, caused by Coloms-
bo's refusal for a “‘merger”, India came up with the jdea that
the propesed Tamil Provincial Council for Batticaloa be linked
with the one for North by a re-carving of the Eastern Province
to prowide leinitorial contiguity between the two provinces,
Colombo 18 10 N0 mood for any kind of territorial hinkage. Out.
side ollicial clicles, the core sensitive issues perlaining to deyyp.-
lution Rave nad vaned reacuons. According to the Member of
Parnament lor Matugama, Mr. Anil Moonasinghe, (SLIP ) the
Buddimst clergy are ninely per cent **worried " over the estae
blishmeni 01 le rrovincial Councils,

The Tamid Homelund issue 1S paramount in the minds of the
Tamil groups. What 15 paramount m the mind of the Sri Lan.
ka government is (be hope government leaders entertain that
Prime Minister Kajiv Gandni would bring the Tamil £TOups round
Lo accept What hds been Rived. Lne prognostications are gloomy.

Summits, Talks and Pence?

No -Summits* or Talks in recent times have reached con.
clusive decisions, whether it be Tokye or Bangalore, or Ieeland.
Coming down from the Iceland Summit at Reykjovik, Mikail
Gorbacnev, e S0viel leader sald * We are reqlists, We are not
lesing hear: and shutting the door',

But here in Sri Lanka, the tragedy of the *realism’ is that
while the “doer’ is kepi open for ‘talks’ and °‘summiis’ to
improve our tarnished image abroad, it_is also kept open at
home for the most ferocious bouts of vmlence_for which the
financial allocation has been increased (accordining to Finance
Minister Ronnie de Mel ) rom 500 million rupess 1 1977 to 10
billien rupees 10 1986, Violence in Sri Lanka is only the visible
top of an enormous iceberg. Peace is a far cry unless the
iceberg 18 removed.

VYiasit to Jaffana of Parliamentarians

Some 15 Parliamentarians from the South. led by Nationai
Security Minister Lalith Athulatemudali visited Jaffna in the
wake of a major military offensive in the Vadamaradchy region
in mid November. Their visit almost synchronised with the
Bangalore SAARC Summt, when the LTTE Move ment was put
under special surveillance by the Tamil Nadu Police and the
LTTE leader, was deprived of his arms and hic wireless com-
munication equipment.

The Vadamaradchi region which the Parliamentarians visited
before the ‘war’ was the “brain of the North”. To this region
belonged many of the Tamil legislators, e.ducationists scientists,
lawyers, business entrepreneurs, University Dons, and public
service personnel who had made
tional life of the country,

a distinct imphigitizactiy doolafalil.
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Dr. Peter Schalk at
Evelyn Rutnam Institute

Dr. Peter Schalk Professor
of Comparative Religion Uni-
versity of Uppasala; Sweden,
led the discussion at a Semi-
nar on Contemporary Religion
in Sri Lanka on 13th Novem-
ber at the Evelyn Rutnam Ins=
titute of Inter-Cultural Studies,
University Lane Thirunelvely
Jaffna. Professor Schalk has
done his doctoral and post doc-
tora! researches on aspects of
Sri Lankan Buddhism. The
discussion which was stimulat-
ing and thought provoking
focussed attention on the poli-
tics of contemporary Buddhism.
The seminar was well attend-
ed and the main participants
were University academics, Prof.
S. Pathmanathan, the Derector
of the Institute presided over
the seminar and the vote of
thanks was moved by Mr Ra-
jah Asirwatham.

The same day evening Prof.
Schalk was hosted for tea by
the senior staff and {riends of
Jaffna College Vaddukoddai to
whom he was introduced by
Mr. S. Jebanesan Vice Principal,

What was the mission of
undertook this journey to the
offensive was almost at
Were they able to see
North?

Day of Meurning

An appeal has gone round
to the Tamil Speaking Peoples
of Sri Lanka to observe 10th
December, U. N. Human Rights
Day, as a Day of Mourning.
The appeal specifically pin~
points the “ disappearance’ of
272 persons that the Amnesty
International had taken up with
the Sri Lankan Goverament.
The A. ]. had requested the
Government to invite the U. N.
Working Group on forced or
involuntary disappearances te
visit Sri Lanka

As the Government has
failed to give a satisfactory
reply acceding to the request
made by the A. I, Tamil
Speaking Peoples throaghout Sri
Lanka should observe 10th
December as a Day of Mourn-
ing to draw attention of the
International Community to
violation of fundamental Human
Rights in Sri Lanka, the appeal
states.

He exchanged views on seve-
ral matters besides talking on
developments in contemporary
Buddhism,

the Parliamentarians when they
. North at a time when 2 military
Its peak in certain parts of the North?
the mental scars'

of the peopie of the

On what kind of conducted tour were they taken? Was

there not an excellent opportunity before them as
m the South to

ing several _comstiluencises
get an unbiassed view of the

desired ' Sinhala concensys
seminar held in the North,

represent-
use the occasion te

_ ! . Scenes of destruction and desola-
tion in the North and on their

“knowledge " they had garpere

relurn to make use of the new

d first hand, (o create the much
" for a lasting peace ? For,
a4 comment ome hears is

at every
that by

and large the Sinhalese people 1 the South do not know what

is actually happening 1n (he
as a stubborm mest of repels,

screens or described gloomily by tne

We read with interest an
census” in the Tamil Times
tract from the article .—

" The Sinhalese
to breck genocide,

movement and get
that they can impose central

periphery without its comsent.’

Civil Secunity

A news report in DN of di-11-86 appeared to

North. They only know

a fioal solution’,
BOverament authority en the

: of Jalina
projected blandy on Television
media centre,

article entitled “Towards a cons
of October 1985,

Here is an ex-

who want a fipal military solution are ready
One speaking 1o me,
Tamil said without bathing an eye-lid
will have to be Lilled before

not realising 1 was g
‘well, about 8000 Tamils
We can break the back of the
They cling to the ‘pelief
Tamil

give the PCG«

ple of the North a hope of reljef from the phoebhia Of swsecu.

riby Which has plagned them in
We refer to the news of the
Ministry of

framework for 3 sew
Councila at various levyels,
be the President and the

ofthe bright chapters in

a heaven-sent boon,

But a news item on the same
made their hopes short lived.—

" “Tecrorists on Tuesday morning  fired
Jaffna Fort from variens directions and one fe]] within th
The Korces after warning the GA and the Medica]
tendent of Jaffom retaliated with mortars.”’

nnnnnn

It was India's first Prime
said with great realism:.—
coercive apparatus of ithe Slaie

more like & mililary oecupaiion than

Registeved as o Newspaper adthe G. 2.0

Prin

The Minister of

Commissioner of Ciyil Securi -
be Mr. Lionel Fernando whose periad as G. A in Jaff i,

northern annals,

To the civilian population of
security was Closely linked with
Act ngidly in operation since 1979, Civil Security

Minister, Jawahar]
“An order that hags Jo

for m ftr Diocese of the Chureh of
n Q ‘thurai Road,

@AByOld Alvappillsi Rejssiogham, 339, Navalar

their daily life for three years,
finalisation of an iustituitional

Civil Security with Divisonzt,
Civil Security will,

: fa was ope
Prior to the *wap>

the North to whom Nationagp
the Prevention of Terrorism
Scemed 1o be

Page of the DN of 27-11~88
five mortarg gy the

e Fory
Superis.

al Nehry who
r its bagjg ithe
€Xisl Withoyy i,
@ civil rulg,

and cannaof
s
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Jaffiua on Friday, 12tk December, 1985
Koad, Jafins,
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