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TAMIL CHURCH TIMES

“Tamil Church Times — the
Newsletter of the Tamil Christian
Congregation of Victoria, St.
Peter’'s Church, Murrumbeena
contains news of the activities
during Lent of this Church in
Australia. The Priest in Charge
is Rev. A. J. C. Selvaratoam,
formerly of St. Joha’s Church,
Chundiculi. A notable organi-
sation, attached to this Church iw
the Tamil Senior Citizens Fellow-
ship, Victoria which had its first
Annual General Meeting on
12-2-89. The President of the
Fellowship is Mr. A. 8. Joseph,
till recently a member of the
Uduvil Church. The Secretary
of St. Peter's Church, Murrum-
becna is Mr. J. Ariaratoam, 14,
Christine Road , Rosannai.
Live wices of the Support Coms-
mittee are. Mvrs. Rathi Seclva-
ratnam, and Mrs. Anto Samuel.

Miss Dharshini Jesudason,
elder daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
K. T. Jesudason who obtainced
a first class in Chemistry at
Jesus Colleze, Oxford, has been
awarded a five veac reszarch

grant by Stanfo.d University,
California. Mr. K. T. Jesudason
was a teacher at Wesley and Mrs,
Chanira Jesudason (nee Nalliah)
was a teacher at Vembadi before
her marriage.

Tilak Ratnanather of Wood-
ward Gre2n, Essex is the first
deafl stud:nt to take a Mathe
matics Degree at Umiversity
College, Londoa. He is curreatly
doing research at Jesus College,
Oxford in computational fluid
dyn mics which would help
others with impaircd hearing. He
is the 24 year old son of Percy
and Narishta Ratnanahter of
Essex. He was selected last year
as one of Britain’s young Deaf
Achievers.

The Inaugural Meeting of
the Medicai Institute of Famils
was held on January 8 at Triaity
Hall, East Ham. London. The
key objeciives of the MIT (U. K)
are to be an information centre
for medical amd para-medical
under graduates, and post gradu-
ates, to monitor and enhance the
recoznition of hospitals and
undergraduate and post-graduate
trarung 10 tne [anil ho.nclands,
and %0 assist and ensure the
selection o1 candidates from
tne Tamil ho.nelazds for appro-
praie  training in U. K. and
clsewhere. Do, Daya Somasun-
d.ram from the Jaffna Univer-
sily who is on a years leave at Leeds
Unversity made an  important
contribution when he highlighted
the problems of youth in the
Tamil homelands.
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Three World Christian Con-
ferences are im preparation for
1989. The WCC Conference 0a
Mission and Evangelism in San
Antonio, Texas in May, with 60)
participants: Lausanoe Il in
Manila io July with 4000 partici-
pants and the World Communi
cation Comgress ia October, alto
im Maaila.

SECOND ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
OF ]ESL Jaffoa Centre

“Some extracts from the Jaffns

Cemtre  Newsletter of Octebat
1988 are reproduced below™.

The Second Annwal Generasl
Mesting of the Instimttion of
Engincers, Sri Laoka, Jaffna
Centre toak place on 17th
September, 1948, The Mesting
was shaired by Chairman
of the Jaffma Centre Mr. A.C.
Canagarajah. Following the
Chairman’'s address the house
adopted the minutes eof the
previous meeting and passed
the aceounts for the period of
Ist April 1987 to 31st December
1987, This was fellowed by
electien of Office bearers.
(Please see below).

The following were discussed
and Jecided.

o The house discussed the
necd for a permanemt office
and space for a Library.

© The letter sent by Jaffas
College Iastitute of Teehnical,
cegarding recegnition of their
courses by the Institutien
of Eagineers was rsad out
and discussed with copies
of the letter circulated among
members, It was unanimously
decided by the members to
stfongly recommend the request
and to forward the pame to
the consideratien of ths
Council of the [Institution of
Engineers.

o Mr. 8. Ruthiralingam was
elected to organise and to be
in charege of the Library.
He suggested using a room in
hiv effice building at 165, 4th
Cross Street, Jafina for the
Library for the tims being and

this was accepted by the
house.
1ESL - JAFFNA CENTRE

OFFICERS 1988/89

CHAIRMAN
Mr. A. C. Canagarajah BSc.
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British churches as well as 1o
the Tamil ®hristians As your
readers may be awa'e thatl
thete are several groups of
the lamil Christian gatherings
and ad - hoc advisory comittecs
in and around United Kingdom.
But therc is no formal organi=
sa.ion to raise the issues of the
Tamil Pcople to the British Chur-
ches aad to the relatel organisa-

Lons.

The first Action of the ACT
was ths publication ot a Book-
let **OPPRESSED TAMILS
NEED YOUR VOICE" to be cir-
culated to all the partieipants at
the Lan beth Bishops Conference
held at Canterbury in August
1988. The organising ability of
Mr. Vasanthan ( Ex-Chair TRAG)
and the help of the TRAG Do-
cumentation unit staff made this
appeal to be heard by the
conlerence.

On the 7th of N: vember 1988
the Britisn council of Churches,
Community and race relations
unit had organised a meeting at
the Coavocation Hall, Church
House adjoining the Westminister
Abbeyon the theme *-REFUGEE>

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

IN BRITAIN WHAT CAN THE
CHURCHES DO”

This mecting was particularly
addressiog the Sri Lanka situat-
ion. The meeting was chaired by
the Bishop of Ripon Rt. Rev.
Young who had been in Sri Lanka
this May, The speakers were
Messers.

David Burgess (Solicitor
Actg. for Refugees)
Malcolm Roger (British Refugee
Council Sri Lanka Project)

C. T. Premarajah (Repre-

senting TRAG and ACT)

Many others representing
Europecan and Asi8n  Organis
sations took part.

Rev. David Haslam of the
Division of Community affairs of
the British council of churches
who was the convenor of this

meeting promised to take the
issues up with BCC.

It is envisaged that TRAG
may take the initiative along
with the ACT to organisc a One
Day scminar 00 the Tamil Issue.

Tamil Youth Service
At Putney

Thc fourth Tamil Youth
service was held at the Puincy
Methodist Church omn 23rd
October 1988. The scrvice was
led by Mrs. Malathi Krishna-
rajah (Grand Daughter of late
Duavid Asserwatham  Uduavil)
Others who took part were Miss,
Nanthini Jeevaratnam. Mrs.
Ranji Rajaratnam Lesson was
read by Mr. Patrick Ratnarajah
(Grand son of Bishop Kulsndran
Message was given by Mr. Seyan
Satkunasingham (Kopay Church)
There was a very large gathering
and it was a blessed occasion Lo
see the young Tamils taking
active pact in the community’s
spiritual needs. The Secretary of
the London Tamil Congregation
the enrgetic “tanley Nalliah and
his Deputy M~. Mahan Solomons
(Both from Uduvil parish) made
the service a reality amidst
several difficulties. The due
was whole heartedly supported
by the musical ci-ordinators of
the church Mrs. R. Sreeharan
and Mr. G. Samuel

The annual carol service was
held on the llth of December
1988 and the watch night service
was econducted by Rev. Karu-
nairajan of the Jaffna Methodist
Church.

Vigil for peace has been or-
ganised by the Wimbledon Metho.
dist Church om the 1Ith of
November. Tamils will be
gathering for prayers and medi-
tation for their Homelands on
the 'Boxing Day at Putney
Church. This action will be led
by Rev. S.S. Kaiunairajan and
Messrs: Stanley Nalliah and
Mzhan Solomons.
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EASTER MESSAGE

In Place of Fear
‘For they were afraid.’ — MKk. 16: 8.

Sometimes modern novelists end their stories like this,
The reader is left not kmowing what to think, It is said by
some that Mark was clever enough to amticipate this little
trick. He leaves us suspended.

Through lobg years men have argued about the way
M"f"" Gospel ended, However, it ended the place it ends for
us is with the words ‘for they werc afraid’. The Good News
of God began and ended with fear. To find God breaking tbrough
4l Bethlehem one dark night when all was still snd only
Spirits abroad must have been shaking experience for the siron-
gest nerve. To find a grave opem, black but deserted when
one cxpecied only a body apd stillaess before the dawa was not
a.  sight te be greeted by pleasantries - “they ware afraid’.

‘Now walks Barabbas free, and Christ is bound, The sum is up,
our hope is uader ground.

Come Mary Magdalen, Salome, come,
grace the guarded tomb’.

Seeking immortal Aet among the dead, They heard his angel,
trembled, turned, and fled.

With fumeral odours

1. Simple Fear. Sometimes fear is ecasily uader-stood— fear
for one’s own life or the safety of friends. The three women
came to the tomb— and the tomb without a door stood there
in the early morniag dark and empty. Already beside them.
selves with terror they heard the words ‘He is leading the way
for you into Galilee: you will see Him there as He told you'.
Now T. W. Manson broodiag over this suggests that when the
women were given the message they delivered omly a part of it.
They did not deliver the whole message because they were
afraid. Here was a simple but terrible fear for their owa
safety and those they loved. 1hey were afraid to go back to
Galilee for tbeir safcty lay only in some shelter and hiding
place away from men who made it their job to, fix others to a
cross. There was no better hiding place than the big city-Jerusalem
itself with its miay people. Here it was that Peter and the
other cisciples were to meet their Lord—here at Jerusalem and
not away in Galilee. And here broke out the npew -ministry of
our Lord—the continuing ministry—full of compassion and lrvc
in seeking and saviag lost men and women.

1s it possible then that people who hope to hide in dark-
ness, lost amouog a tumult of strangers, suddenly find themseclves
like beacons sct o1 a hill> This was to be no hole in the
coraer affair and if simple fear drovc the disciples to hide taen

it was a hiding where they fouad themselves at the centre of
the world eyed by a million eyes.
2. The Fear of the Lord. But there is the fear aot so

casilv understood. Wc come on an Easter morning to shout and
praise but we see no wonder herc until we have looked into
the abyss and felt afraid. A Roman Generil once weat into
the Holy Place slashing the veil with his swerd. He had hea-d
of strange things hidden behind that sacred veil but on that day
whea he looked, he saw nothing. He saw nothing, yet men say
that seeing nothiag he was never able to forget what he had
seen! So aow on this Easter morn the women came and look d.
saw ‘nothing and trembled,

There 15 always a fear when men semse, mysieriously, &
new power breaking into the world. The new life now coming
to lead men into new ways. ‘Death has no more dominion’—
where, then, is the life set free and how will it appear? The
men and women open to the ways of God feel this fear—they
look at a miracle in thc early dawn and they are afraid. Others
may stand there by the open empty grave with no sease of
wonder for they see only what they sce and there 1s nothing
beyvond.

Now in our day when men are not sure whether it is a
way of life or a way ol death we arc called to take, there is
a strange mingling of hope and fear. Anp aged philosopher asks
*Has man a future;® Who can say?

The Fear That Turns to Triumph. Here at the centre of the
life of many peoples—here at Jecusalem, where people hide from
fear, the saving power of Godis to be made known. Poor stum-
bling, trembling people so weak before the stremgth of Caiaphas

and Pilate. Here at the centre—in the places where multitudes
gather. London, New York and Mosocow, salvation will b
wrought. In this pla.e where mea have most causc to fear, yet

At the

where they hide from fear.
the living Word of their Lord.

wom when people are loyal to

gitized by Noo

shake.

centre the victory will b,
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A SERVICE OB
THANKSGIVING

for the life of
The Late

Mr. Eliathamby Thevarajah
will be held at

St. John the Baptist’s Church,
Chundikuli.

on Monday the 6th of March, 1989
at 3.30 p. m.

TRANSFER OF MISSIONARIES

Mr. & Mrs. J. P. Ampala-
vanar who were working in West.
crn Samoa for the past five years,
have bzen transfered back to
Kiribati (pronounced Kiribas)
in the Central Pacific. The
church in Samoa could not have
their work permit renewed bes
cause of the new Government
regulations.

When the Ampalavanar

joined the missionary servise in

1979 with the Council for the
Waorld Mission; sponsored by
C. S. 1., they were appointed to
work with th. Kicibati Protestant
Church in the Gilbert Islands as
Kiribati was then known. After
working there for four years, the
C. W. M. transferred them to
work in Western Samoa, to work
with the Congrezational Christian

Church in Samoa.

In Kiribati, both Mr. & Mrs.
Ampalavanas are teaching in
Hiram Bingham High School,
named after Dr. Hiram Bingham,
the first missionary to the Gil-
bert Islands from Bostoa, It is
a Boarding School where all
pupils are boarders from various
Islands, and they usually go to
their parents only at the end of
the year for Christmas. Recently,
the school has been upgraded as
a Senior Seeon dary School aad it
prepares students for the New-
Zealand School Certificate Bx-
amination.

Tamil Refugee
“Action Group U. K.

The Tamil Refugee Action
Group in the U. K. was formed in
May 1985 to help the Tamil re-
fugees who came to U. K. The
group was and up to now has the
support of the several local go-
vernment bodies and aid ageun-
cies. In 1987 the constitution of
the group was changed uuder the
companies Act of 1985. Oune of
the objectives under this new
constitution is as follows.

To promote, co-ordinate
and/or conduct research on the
e¢ircumstances which lead to
Tamils emigrating and to disse-
minate the result thereof.

The group devised ways and
means to house the refugees. As
a result of this valuable service
to the Tamil Community in the U
nited Kingdom it was necessary to
organisc a scparate body known
as the Housing Association. The
two different organisations work
in close liaison with one amother
and are housed upder ope roof.
The Address 1s as follows,

Tamil Refugee Action Group

(TRAG)

No. 2

2nd Floor.

Mill Mead Business Centre
Mill Mead Road.

Loadoa NI7 9Qu

At the aonnal gencral
meeting of the TRAG the follo-
wing werc clected Mr. Victor
E. Cherubim (Chairman) Mr. 8.
Pathmanathan (Vice-Chairmaa).
Mc. S.J. Joseph was appointed
as the Secretary to the Group.

The members of the manage=
ment committee had visited
Tamils detained at the wvarious
detention centres aad review
their cases with the authorities
concerncd. As at November 1988
there are 52 Tamils detained.

Association of Christian
Tamils (A CT)

Some of the Christians be-
longing to the Catholic Church
and several free Churches have
joined togethes to form the above
association. The main objective
of the associatiop is to make

public the Tamil problem to the
( Continusd 1th Page. )

When men have this fear, the fear of the Lord, bhecaus

they have looked deep
clse left te fear.

into an open grave,
From this dark placc comes

there is nothin
power greater

than all principalities and powers and the shout goes up ‘He

is born in a grave!’

In T.S. Etiot's play Murder in the Cathedrai the priests

bar the Joor against the c¢nemy.

cries—

We have fought the beast

And have

Then Thomas the Archbishop

conquered. « .+«

Now is the triumph of the Cross, now Open the door!
1 commani it. Open the door!

So Mark's story
the readers, are left vibraat
no other way for Mark 10

ends—'for they were afraid .
ant disturbed. Perhaps therz was
tell us what he

And we

had to say. The

truth we see lies beyond 11l aarrative for this is an attempt te

explore the mfinite.

Rev. Dr. Howard Williams.
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