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The 42nd Annual Sessions

of the
Jaffna Diocesan Council

of the C.S.]1.

The following were elected
to vacant places in the various
Boards and Committees or as
delegates of the Diocese for
VATIOUS Organisalions.

THE EXECUTIVE
COMMITTER:

Rev. D). S. Thiagarajah
Rev. T, S. Premarajah
Rev. S. P. Jeyazingam
Miss Joyce Thampu

Mr. T. A. Thambiappah
Mr. 8. S. Selvadursi
Mr. P. J. Thambiratnam

MEDICAL BOARD:

Mr. G, Rajanayagam
Mr. N. A. Vimalendran

UDUVIL GIRLS' COLLEGE
BOARD:

Mr. A. Rajasingam
Mr. A. Kadirgamar
Dr. (Mrs.) Joy Canagarajah

- N.C.C. (Sri Lanka):

'I_’he Rey. T»8§. Premarajah
Ihe Rev. S, Jeyanesan
Pr. S. Jebanesan

Mr. M. Thambithurai
Mrs. H. N. Rajaratnam

C. M. C. VELLORE:

Dr. (Mrs.) R. G. Selvadurai
Mr. A. Kadirgamar

JAFFNA COLLEGE BOARD:

Mr. Milory R. Selvarajah

C.L.5. COLOBO:

The Rev. T. 8. Premarajah
Mrs. A. R. Thambiappah
U.T. C. BANGALORE:
The Bishop

Dr. S. lebanesan

C.S. 1. (SYNOD):

Rev. A. Jeyakumaran

Rev. D. §. Thiagarajah
Mr. Neel A. Vimalendran
Mr. Milroy R. >eclvacajah
Dr. S. Jcbancsan

Miss C.V. Selliah

APPOINTMENTS 1989.

MANAGER :

Uduvil Girls College:
Mr. S. S. Selvadurai

MANAGER:

Morning Star:
Rev. T. Thevancsan

DIRECTOR:
Religious Education Board:
Mr. G. Rajanayagam

THE MORNING STAR
Erclish Editor:

Mr. C. E. Rajasing:m

R I N g . S

Tamil Editor:

Rev. D.R. Ambaiavanar

English & Tamil
(Asseciate Editor):
Dr. S, Jebanecsaa

Honorary Aud:itors:

Mr. A. A. Paul
Mr. A. Jeyarajan

Auditors:
Messr. Ratonam & Co.
M/s. Perampalam & Co.

OFFICE BEARERS — 1989.

The Secretary:
Rev. A. Jeyakumaran

Treasurer:

JDCSI & ACM):
Mr. Noel A. Vimalendran

HOSPITAL SECRETARY.

Mcleod Hospiral Inuvil :
Mr. N. S. Rajah

Green Memorial Hospital
Minipay: Mr. Mano Spencer

A.C. M, PRESS

Superinten d’em

Mr. C. N. Sellathurai

REV. PAUL CLAYTON'S
ADDRESS.

Rev. Clayton address:d the
Assembly on ‘“‘Mission - New Con-
cepts and Realities’” He said that
since the time of the founding of
the American Boarld of Commis-
sionert for Foreign Missiens, way
back in 1810, there has been a
new concept of ‘mission’. Pater-
nalism and colonialism were mno
loager ingredients of mission -
Mission in the deeper sense was
god’s mission in Jesus Christ.
Christianity was a world faith
and not merely a sect of
Judaism.

It was Martin Luther King
who shot the Church with this
ncw  concept — the church in
your bhackyard. The amazing
transformation brought abou
by Liberation Theology and by
the Civil Rights Movement cam
be traced to this inspiration
that came! from Asia.

Rev. Clayton, in the course
of his add-ess referred to his
visit 10 aveas South of Elephant
Pass in Sri Lauka where the
J. D. C. 5. 1. had spread its ten-
tacles in recent years. He said
that he was rteally unable to
squecze within his address all
that he saw during this brief
visit. But the work carried on
in these areas incrzasingly un-
derlined the new understanding
of Mission — of partnership and
sharing It is not decisions made
at Boston that mattered bul de-
cisions magde 1. .the
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The Easter Event, the spea-
ker remiaded the Assembly was a
gift to the disciples. [t was not
intended to give them solace. It
was an event on the other hand
that brought with it a challenge
for more work and dedication’
‘““‘Be my sheep; tend my lambs’
This is the origin of the
church. This mission is still
ours'’.

J. D. C. S. 1. CHURCH,
CHAVAKACHCHERI

New Office - Bearers 1989,

Ladie's Guild,

Presidsnr:  Mrs. Loji Satkuna-
singham.

Secretary: Mrs, U. Nadaswaran.

Treasurer: Mrs. G. Everts

Caurch Committee.
Secretary: Mr. B. R. R. Sinniah
Delegares: Mr. S. V. Vythiling-

ham.

Mr. S. Desvanandan.

Deacon:  Mr. S. Satkunasingham.

Deconess: Me¢s. S. A. Ariatheva.
Snnday School.

Superintendent: Mrs. A. Mahinda.

period, he sacredly conseerated
yChalr Legder. . ___ one entire day in each moath to -
" Mrs. Jeyadevi Sinniah- fasting a prayer and a delightful

I
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ELATATHAMBY THEVARAJAH
-AN APPRECIATION-

It came as a rude shock
to all his Kith ~nd kin, his
numerous friends and colleagues
when they were told that Mr.
Elaiathamby Thevarajah (Decpare
tment of Fisheries) had passed
away i1 Australia, on Monday
13th February 1989, hardly four
moths since he set foot there to
spend a well-carned rest with his
eldest daughter Raji and Son-in
-law Wesley and their little kids
whom he adored.

Death kas snatched from our
midst a loving and devoted fa-
ther, a doting grandpa, a dedica-
ted Mecthodist Church activist,

an indefatigable and conscienti-

ous worker and above all, a
sociable und benevo'ent friend
and relative. Such noble traits

are seldom found in many a mor*
tal. But Thovarajah was an excepe-
tion. He was a jewel among men.
A zreat bencfactor, he never
grudged Thelping the poor ard
the needy. He took a great
delightin alleviating the suffering
of the ‘haveasts’ and the dowa-
trodden. From his compararively
meagre fountain of wo-'dly we.
alth and possession, he, blessed
with that divine grace, chan.el-
led asteady and even course to
earich the lives and gladden the
hearts of all those around him.
His children too have picked up
appih’s noble traits, and may
the good Lord help them to
contimue the good work of their
righteous and benevolert father.
For such indulgence, would,
surely cheer up their broken

Q a.hanneE@undatlon
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AMERICAN CEYLON MISSION
175th ANNIVERSARY.

The Rev. James Richards
(1784 - 1822)
Missionary of the ABCFM.

Mr. Richards was a child
of prayer, consecrated to the
service of God from his earli-
est infaacy; and so serious and
wiaexceptionable was his deport-
ment in childhood and early
youoth that many of his christ-
ian friends were ready to be-
lieve he had in the first years
of his life been sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. But it was not till
the age of thirteen, as he beli-
eved that he embraced the saviour
by a living faith. Amsd so great
was his sense of his own un-
worcthiness, and his fear of ob-
truding himsell among the
friends of christ that he delayed
for many years to make a public
profession of religion. Subseq-
uent events have shown however
that while his religious character
was unkaown except to his
more intimate acquaintance, he
was making rapid advances in
the divine - life. For a long

grove, at a little distance from
his father’s heuse, became almost
daily the place of his fetirement
and witnessed, there can be no
doubt, his meditations and kis
fervant prayers.

When Mr. Richards [first
entered on a course of swudy
preparatory to preaching the
Gospel, he contemplated no ex-
tensive field of labour. To be
useful in some small destitute
parish, like a few which he knew
in the vicinity of the town in
which he resided appears to
have been the extent of his most
ardent hopes. The idea of his
preaching the gospel to distant’
Heathen, had then probably never
entered his own mind, or the
minds of his parents. But when
in Williams College, he¢ began
to converse with Mills and
others of a kindred spicit on the
deplorable condition of pagan
na'ions: when they prayed and
contemplated the dying command
of christ to preach his gospel to
every creature in all the world
his vision began to enlarge: and
before the end of his third year
in college he had eome to th=
fixed purpose of spending his
life among the heathen-a pur-
pose from which he was never
afterwards kaown for one mo-
ment to swerve, and which wag
formed with only the condition
if the Lord will

He returned to his pareits in
the cnsuing vacation which was
in the fall of 1808, revealed to
them his unalterable ditermin-
ation and with great earnestness
pleaded before them the cause
of the heathen. Happily for him,
after the subject had come fully

( Gontinued on Puge. 4 )
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EDITORIAL

THE CHURCH AND MISSION :
— NEW FRONTIERS —

Two highlights marked the 42 nd Sessions of the Jaffma
Diocesan Couacil, held at Vaddukoddai from the 9th to the
1lth of March, 1089.

One was the Address of Rev. Paul clayton, the Guest
Speaker at the Ceuncil Sessions, from the United Church Bosrd
of world Missions, Boston, who also brought grestings from his
owi chureh, the United Chureh of Christ and from the WCBWM,
the successor of the American Board of Commissioners of For.
reizn Massions (founded 1810), a body which sent us our pioneer
banlis of American Missionaries, to Jaffna in 1816.

As partners in mission, the WCBWM has now very close
links with Jaffna College and with other diocesan instituitions,
Rev. Clayvton’s address on ‘*Church and Mission” had aa authen-
tic: ring, having been delivered immedintely after his visit to

some of the areas in which the JDCSI Mad now spread it
tentacles.

By a significant coincidence, Rev. Paul Clayton's visit to Jaffas
followed important pelitical events both in us and jn Sri Laaks,
The distinguished visitor came to ws after the eleztion of his
own President, George Bush, the d4lst Prepident of the United
Slates, who took a pledge on 20. 01. 1989, to lead
*‘a Kinder, gentler nation.”

At Lincola Memorial, ea the 25th of January, 1989, the
first 40,000 spectators lighted tiny flashlights, aceording to news
reports, to dramatise the new President’s concept of ““a thousand
points of light™ create ““a Kinder gentler nation.”

In Sri Lanka, President Premadasa in a similar mood of
buoyancy threw open to the people the stately portals of the
Janadipathi Mandiraya for three days Consecutively (January 13
to 16, 1989), lavishly entertainiag his cuests, some of them from
rural areas with swcatmecats and tea, served at the §'Pirith’
Ceremony held within the premises ia a specially erected pandol.
Presidert Premadasa was soon to take over the new portfolio
of Buddha Sasanu in addition to his other ministries.

The frontier today in which the Church in mission in
Sri Lanka has 1o gird itself for special action in the politicaj
sphere where the rising spiral of erime in the land is a serious
impediment to people settling down to theis daily routines of
existence. For that reason the voice of the church npeeds to
sound as the ancient voices of Amos and lsaiah in the high
places 4f thc nation. 1In plain words, it must be made clear

to rulers that governments are sorvants of the people to achieve
earthly justice.

The Second highlight of the Diocesan  Council this Vear

was the observance, mn a humble way on 11-3-89 of the Teath
Anniversary of our work, South of Elephant pass.

In a clergy - thin Diocese, four of the young fully Ord-
ained Ministers of the church have been seat to the new fron=-
tiers at Kilinochi, Mankulam, Murikandi, Shalomnagar, Vavuniya,
Cheddiculam, Konavil, Bharathipuram and other far-flung out-
posts — ““to make in the desert, a. living well” — where children
are ill-fed and naked, where human lifeis at an all time
low, and where there is mirky mingling of politics and crime.
The Tenth Anmriversary of the Mission, South of Elephant Pass
was marked by four minute addresscs by the Presbyters involved
m the work, on what had been aceomplished by them and what
remained still endone.

The decade (1978 — 1988) was a period of unprecedented
political tucbuleace in the land. The vear 1979 was the year
of the Prevention of Tesrorism (Special Provisions) act. and the
cieation of the New Ministyy of National Security, with the
concomitant drop in eptimism in the minds of peopls, for a
peseeful settlement of Sri Lank’s festering political jssucs. The
government of the day had 141 members of whem 9] pheld
Ministerial portfolios. The Act, one of a kiad, was haltingly

passed in Parhament laying the seeds, as muny believed for a
full blown national crisis.

It was in this backdrop of insecurity, vulnesability and
a thealening military pesture that the mission South of Elephant
Pass was conceived an' underiaken. The .young ‘missiosary’
pioncers approached their tasks with dedication, thsugh they

did not have the ‘field® all for themselves. They could not be
monarchs of ail that they surveyed. They had to constantly

have their ears (n the ground. Thev haa to confromt a givi-
lian population anz'y and in many cases hungry. They wore
in a situation, like the lady - motorist of the U.S. whe claimed
the *right of way’ from a1 cab driver only 10 be told *Lady,

the right of way s 2ot something you have. 1t Is.something
somebody gives you.”

y BOOKS & MAGAZINES.

b X

Wanted by Forcign Resea
rch Organisation books, mag-
azioes and pamphlets on all
subjects . pertaining 1o Sri

lish before 1941 preferred,
Immediate payment. Please
write in English giving det-
ails including author, year
of publication and price ex-
pected 1o,

227, D Galle Road,
Ceolombo.
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( continued from Isé page)
before him, they were as ready to
give him to the heathen, as he
had beei to consecrate himself;
and thus the parents and the
child enjoyed, wheasver they were
together till his final departure,
theenviable pleasure of uniting in
almost noblc sacrifi ;e to the cause
of that saviowr who died for
them. There werc no misgivings.
No difficulties or dangers dis-
couraged or disheartened them.
la a familiar conversation his
father, now sn aged officer in
the congregational church in
Plaintield, Mass., once said to
him

“‘James when yon think of leav-
ing your father’s house and all
your connexions and friends and
vour trigls and  hardships 1o
which you will be exposed: do
vounot sometimes feel like giving
back — does not your hearr re-
coil *“*Na Sir>’ was the reply
““Never for a momens.*

7
?
Lanka.
Thosec pubiished in Eng

ZODIAC ENTERPRISES Lid. @

:
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;

From the time of this com-
veraation till he lefi 1the sountry
s3ays one of hivy mos intimale
friemds, *‘his mimd appearad to
be as eomsiantly fized em its

beloved objest, as the necdle (o
iW pols.”

The time of Mr. Richard’s
departure from thiv count.y was

delayed far beyend hia e3pecta-
tiom by war with Great Britain.

After finishing his ceuvse of
study at the Theolegical S mi-
nary in September 1812 he had
speat ncarly two years at Phila-
delphia in connmexiem with the
Medical Scheol and Hospital,
when he found that it required
a steong exercise of submission,
te meet the obstaeles which (5o

i long dcbarred him from eatering

on the benevolent labeurs ie
whish he had for ycars looked
for ward with ardeatl asatieipat-
ions.

“*Nothing new'® writes he
in September 1814 “‘ap te the
time when 1 ahall lsave the
country. 1 fear ous patisne
will lemg be tired. 1 fear that
war will continue and thai
thousands and thoussads of
pesthen will perish befors we
shall be able to offer them 2
erucified Saviour.”” Not far from
this time as he was lcading im
the worship of hi* fathers
family, and praying with affeci-
ing carnestness, thas the ebs.
tacles whish prevented his goiug
to the heathen might be remge-
ved, ke used these werds ef
watlts.

«How

how long

Shall this bright hour delay’

He was preashing at Dee-
ring, New Hampshire, when in
February 1813 the glad news
of pesace with  Great Britain
arrived.

(to be contionued oext week )

long dear Savieus

act in such a manner as to make the people sce in Rim ome
who appecars to have *‘the right of way’ that weuld be his

crowning moment:-

+*To me *twas not the truth yow taught
To you so clear, to me still dim
But when you came to me you brought

A sense of Him

The fanctions of these new ‘‘missionaries’ were, therefore,

not to be little lords

in their maaor, but to be little pervants

loving, serving, caring and praying and to learn through their,
jabours im Day Care Centres, Vocational Training Schools,
Creches, and Medical clinic, in farms amd ficlds and in their
daily enzounter with people in & ravaged community, something
of the meaning of the cross. Christian love, is not a senti-
mental feeling. In order to recoacile, Christ had to dic.

“The eventual outcome of an accepted mssion is a ree
enacted Passion” said Douglas Webster, a former Professor of
Mission at the Selly Oak Colleges. Burmingham. it is the
highest and most worthwhile role of thc Missionary, South ef
Elephant Pass”.

v Empty.
The Cross of Christ lies empty
With the hollow hearts and word
And faith of thkose once faithful
Who had their hopes interred,

But stealing 1o with morning
New hope falls fresh as dew
The Cross of Christ lies smpty
But the tomb is empty too

— Benjamin William —

Registered as a News paper at the G. F. O, 3ri Lanka undex Neo. Q/J)104/Nows 3%
Frinted for the Jaffoa Diocess of the Chureh of Soulh ladis 4 Ametisnn
Ceyloo Mission Press. 182, Ist, Cress Sireed Jaffus on Psidegy |7 March 199

But all the same, the missionary he‘ji ltlféqﬁﬂ IN%} hamme FotinaatignMr. Alvappilisi Rajssiaghom, 338, Movaias Road Iufine.
am.

which he coild :lways derive [rom his inpﬁr ll\éﬁ
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