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EXALTETH A

MISSION AND EVANGELISM TODAY
AND IN THE 21ST CENTURY.

ANIEL

POOR 200TH BIRTH

ANNIVERSARY SEMINAR.
SATURDAY 24TH TO MONDAY 26TH JUNE 1989.
AT THBE OTTLEY HALL, JAFFNA COLLEGE.

Leaders.at the Seminar: (,-, )

:!b}

(e)

“The Rev.-Des Pyanchand Carr,
Professor,

Tamilnadu Theological Seminary,
Madurai.

Bible Studies

Dr. Preman Niles,

Iirector,

Justice, Peace and the [ntegrity

of Creation Commission,

World Council of Churches
G eneva

Prof. KIM Kyung - Jae,
School of Theology,
Han-Shin University,
Scoul,

Korea.

Tulana Centre for Dialogue.

The Rev. Fr. S. J. Emmanuel,

St. Xavier's Seminary,
Colombogam.

Those wishing to participate, please communicate to:

The Rev. A. Jeyakumaran,

Secretary, 1. DP.,.C. 8. I.
Parsonage,
Vaddukoddai.
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News:

Daniel Poor Endowment
Fund,

=

In connection with the
200th birth anniversary of the
Rev. Dr. Danicl Poor, a pio-
necr American missionary to
Jaf(na, the Jaffns Diocese has

decided to set up an Endow-
ment Fund in  his memory.
The interest from this fund

will be used to grant boarding
scholarships at Jaffna College
and Uduvil Girls’ College and
also to support s Daniel Poor
Memorial Professorship at the
Christian Theological Seminary
of 8ri Lanka and Institute for
Lay People, Chunnakam. The
cducation of students from
families who cannot afford the
finances and theologieal educa-
tion were two aspects of Dr.
Poor’s deepest concerns when
he established the Batticota
Seminary in 1823, The Diacese
is inviting members and friends
who have been connected to
the American Ceylon Mission
to contribate liberally towards
this fumd.

Funeral Service Of The Late
Dr. Donald N. Selvaratnam.

Funeral of the late M. Don-
ald Nicholas Selvaratnam (forme
Chairman Lankem) who dicd ia
Northumberlaid UK on 215t
May 1989 ook place on the
27th of May at the resideace of
his second daughter in Morpeth
near New Castle. There was a
large gathering of friends and
rclatives of the dcceased who
attendcd the funeral. Prior to
the short service at home a
praycr was said by the Rey.
Brian Leatherhead aod later by
the Morpeth vicar the Rev. Ste-
hen J. Hotchea. Thne last rites
were conducted by the vicar as
the crematorium. Pall bearers
were Messes Peiya Harasgama,
David Smokes (sons-in-law) Dr_
T. Manoharan and Dr. Kumar
Ratnasingham (Nephew). After
the cremation, service was held
in memofy of the late Mr, Selva-
ratnam at St. Jamess church Mor
peth, officiated by the Rev

Hotchen. FrD!@HJZerWNQmaHé}'onr

the local chmglahamm

were hosted at the residence
refreshments.

teacher
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Memorial Service in Colombo.

A Thaoks-Giving Scrvice for
the life of the late Mr. D. N,
Selvarateam was held at the
Cathedral of Christ the Living
Saviour in Colombp on the 27ih
of May, 1989 at 9-00 a. m.
The Bishop of Colombo the
Rt. Rev. J.). Gnanapragasam
eonducted the service and pre*
ached the sermon. Tributes to
the lifs were paid by Mr. Sam
Wijesinghe and the Rev. Celes-
tine Fecrmando. The Rt. Rev.
D. J. Ambalavanar said the
¢ osing prayer.

"THE DEATH OF
MISS. PAVALAM SNELL.

The decath eccurred  sud-
denly of Miss Pavalam Snell on
rhe 7th of June at her home in
Colombo. Shr is a sister of Mrs,
Kirubai Rajaratnam and of the
late Mrs. W. R. C. Paul, Wil-
fred Snell and Alfred Snell. Her
remaing were cremated at the
General Cemetery, Kanatte om
Saturday the 10th of June. Miss

Pavalam Snell is an old girl
of Uduvil Giris’ College and

earlier in her carser was on its

for scvera! ycurs in
Nigeria.

MISS. CHELWi SELLIAH IN UK

Ag soon as the news arrived
in London some of the enthusi-
astic ofld stlents of Uduvil
(Boys & Girls) hurriedly organi-
sed a small gathering to honour
the visit of their school’s Princi-
pal. The meeting was heli at
Putney Methodist Church aad
was presided by Miss Nanthini
Jeevaratnam (grand daughter of
the Jate Mr. Jeevaratnam of
Vaddukoddai). Others who made
the function a success were Mrs,
Rani Kulanayagam & Mrs.
Beulah Premarajah, There were
over 30 people who attended
aad some of them had travelled
foom far. Miss Selliah gave a
detailed description of Uduvil
and answercd several questions
raised from the floor, She re-
quzsted the old students to re-
member Uduvil in their prayers
and to give ideas and suggestions
towards the new curriculam in
the school. Mr. Stanley Nalliah
said a prayer at the beginning
and the gathering eaded with
the singing of Uduvil College
song. Delicions  refveshments
were served afterwards. There
are moves 1o organise the
Uduvil Old Girls association
(UK branch) in the near future.

Dr. S. Jebanesan passes

through London.

Dr. 8. Jebanesan, Principal
of Jaffna College Vaddukoddai
speat three days in London en
his way to Boston. Time did
lﬁ he extend his
, asa result he
many old
friends as he

students and

would have liked. However few
youog old boys in South Loa-
don and Sucrey organised a
small meal for him. Some of
us who had the oppertunity to
meet  him  were delighted to
have him in our midst. We
wish him every success as he
leads the country’s primier
educational institution towards
the next century.

The Late ir.Sabapathypillai

Mr. Sabapathypillai LL.B
the pioncer among the Tamil
culturalist in UK and founder
member of the Brittania Hindu
Trust died in May 1989. The Late
Mr. Sabapathypillai was the
Kurukkal celebrating ‘Poojas’
and officiating the weddings and
funerals uotil recently. It is
a great loss to UK Tamils.
May his soul rest in peace.

F‘ TO LET or FOR SALE.

F’ Spacious house on the
g Anaicottai - Navaly road.

NN
RS ERNENT m'mn.

i&“ ‘house on left. £
Extent: 12 lachams. g
Duraisamy, g

) ‘Poorana-Giri’ ﬂ
E Anaicotrai. e
B TR, Gl Sl SRR, ST Uy O RS Oy Ty~ TR 1”

DO YOU KNOW?

The earth's surface is only

30 percent land, and of this
ontly one-tenth has been culti-
vated whilst another one-fifth

15 cultivable. Both in quantity
and quality, cropland per person
is most unevenly distributed
on earth - it is 0.30 hectares per-
Sri Lankan taday. Soil erosion
is causing the anmual loss of
five to seven million heciares
of the world’s 1600 million
heetares of Cultivated land

cent of the
with water,

Seventy per
earth 1S covered
and of this more than 97per-
cent is sea water. Of the rest,
less than | percent is available
for humaa use. One hundred
cubic kilometers of water daily
run off into the oceans. Over a
millioa cubic kilometers of rain,
fall each year on the earth. The
basic human requirement of
water is oaly two litres a day.
At least 1700 million people
do not have an adequate supply
of drinking water, and about
3000 million are without proper
sanitation.

Chemical pollution is chan-
ging the structure of the Earth’s
atmosphere threatening to alter
the climate and expose human-
kind to hlgher levels of dange-
reus ultraviolet radiation. The
atmospheric concentratioa of

( Continued on page 4.
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A Notable Recognition.

When eomcern and despoadency is ever growiang blacker
for educatien in this eountry, it was an cpochal event in our
cuucational annals that witnessed (he issue, by the gevernment of
Sri Lanka em June 5. 1989 in Colombo of a 75 cents stamp—the
designation  most in circulation in the country — to mark the
150th Anniversary of HARTLEY COLLEGE Poiat Pedro (Esta-
blished 1828).

This is the first time to our knowledge, that aa Bduca-
tional indtituition became the recipient of such ap honour. A
new stamp issue is traditionally a ceremony meant to heneur an
individual who has left a palpable impress on the lifc of the
gencral community by his life and work.
was  given recently to this ceremony when the government hen-
oured the Tusker of the Dalada Maligawe (who had borne the
sacred relic for many vears and which disd recently) by the
issue of a new stamp in its memory,

We cengratulate Hartley Cellege on this signal honour.
Duriag the ceatury and a half of ity existence, Hartley has been
an educational beacon sending out irs iridescent rays to cheer
and guide “wandering barks'* eyen through the dark mists of
human despondenecy and despair  which overlay the educatiohal]
landscape in the North dusing the last five years when a poli-
tizal crisis of stubborn dimeasions had convuised the couniry—

The high point ef the Instituition was when, under the
dismal stress of the Vadamaradehy ““Operation Liberation,” with
the engines of wa: operating in high gear in air, land and sea, the
Schqnl was  Blill ranked sccond.  in the Island, in securing
admt.'fsinaus o the University, on the results of the G.C.E. (A/Ly
Exanunmion of August 1987.- Evsa with: a remote  loca.
tien, and a spartan accommodation, no branch of school activity
At Hartley College was ever allowed te screech to a halt as a
result of the massive build up of the military offeasives in the
area.

The words on the $ign in a Noew
embodies praciical wisdom:- “J; s easier to bwild a hoy than o
mend a man>, The results at public Examinations of Hartley
College students year afrer year has carned for the Vadamarad.
chy mrea the encomium, *‘the brain of the North.”” 1t has been
undoubtedly s ‘brain’ assiduously tramed to meel competitive
standards in education by a devoted baagd of Principals, Head-
rmﬂﬂcrs ,and teachers at Hartley College whose task of “‘building
he boy’ had played ample dividends over the years= (Hartleyi-

1 3
€S constitute the largest number of Seholarship wirners at the
Unwersityj..

York Public Schoel

.",.‘l».lr:' Wil

ley's Fminent personalities whe had spent a  lifetime in the
scheol’s service. It was the Rev. Peter Percival the Methodist mission-
ary Founder, who in 1828 transformed a Tamil school of the Wes.

l'eyan .Miuion at Pt. Pedro into a Secoadary School with # basi.
fm_anclal grant  allowed t him of twejve pounds by the
Mission.

Following him, were the veteran national stalwarts of a
b}'gr_mc ge - Mr. D. P. Niles who resuscitated = the school after
a brief set - back, Mr. Samuyel Hensman under whom the agmb.
ers swelled and Mr. J. C. T. Sherrard who took charge of the
sehool in its present site, and spent 49 years of his li;c ia the
scrvice of the institution.

: Mr. C. P Thamotheram, the Principal of the Colleve lor
28 years, stands out as Hartley’s ‘zrand old man® whose o;plimi-
sm, industry, loyalty and a wisdom which transcended Plato’s
overcame maay difficuities and did put Hartley on the Ceylon
map. It was be, it is said, who often tempered his strong sense
of dissipline with a sense of pragmatism by using his caug more
violently on his office door (while inquiring into the conduet of
miscreants) than on the culprits themselves.

On the Principals who followed Mr. Thamotheram - Messrs
Pooranampilliai, Ratnasabapathy, and W. N. . Samuel, fell the one-
rous task of taking the school through a period beset by

: intrae
table and staggering new problems. That they completed this
task respoosibly with the school maintaining s educationall

standards and with the sibliag bonds between the school and th
alumni and parents unimpaired, is a lasting accomplishment fﬂe
which the commuaity owes them an ineradicable dehi. (Il we
have omitted inadvertently any name which ought to have been
included among the recent Principals readers are requested te
kindly diaw our attention to the ecrror).

With the escumbent Mr. Balasingham and with the staff,
students and Old Boys of Hartley, we rejoice at the honour that
has been bestowed by the government on the institution and pass
on to them, on this historic occasion, those words of SENECA

the Roman Philosopher:—
“BONA RERUM SECUNDARUM

OPTABILIS ADVERSARUM MIRABILIS."*
(The good things of prosperity are to be wished. The good
things of adversity are to be admired). i
In the same breath, as we congratulate Hartley
on her signal honour our mood of buoyancy
derably tempered by the educational scales nenOOtaha
loaded against school and University students in Sri

i .
e e o

A religious flavour -

( Continued from page 1 ).

several gases is likely to inc:-
casc the earth's surface tempe-
rature by about 4 C by the
turn of the century, resulting in
severe flooding over low-level
land due te the consequential
rise of the sea level 600 million
people round the world Ylive in
areas where the level of sulphur
dioxide in the air ean be a
heaith hazacrd. Another 1000
million are cxposed to high fevels
of suspended particulate matter.
The protective ozone layer above
the Earth is thinning.

Wood has been the primary
source of cnergy cooking, heat-
ing and other basic needs for
almost all man's history since
pre-historic times.  The latest
energy supply patterns for S$ri
Lanka reveal that 70peroent

come from firewood, 20 percent

from imported oil. and 10 per=
cent  from hydro-=lectricity.
The demand for encrgy is grow-
ing at he rate of nearly 9
percent each ycar.

The gab between food pro-
duction and demand, in the de-
veloping countries. is around
80 million tons. 16 perceat of
the popuolstion in the develop-
ing countries has an insuffi-
cient supply of calories and
protein, and suffer from malnu-
trition in Sri Lanka it is said
that about 40 percent of the
population consume diets which
do not provide their daily nutri-
tienal requirements. 37perecnt
of pre-school childrea in Sri
Lanka suifer from chronie
malnutrition
Evcry minu

ddilic g 1

e the carth hgg
Every hour of every day 41
children are born in Sri Lanka.
The world now faces a populati-

on in many parts ef the develop-
ing world, and this generates co-
vironmental = hazards together
with sheer impossibility ef
providing necessary services and
infrastructure, World population
has exceeded 5 billion and is
expected to reach 6-12 billioa
by 2000 AD.

Maay of the 80,000 or so
chemicals mow iR common use
are poteatially hazardous, if used
in the wrong way or accidentally
released into the envirenment.

Their preduction and use also
generate large velumes of toxic
wastc. The disposal of indus-
trial wastes has also led to the
scrious  pellution eof greunl
water in many countries. In
Sri Lanka every year 13,000
people suffer from pesticide
poisoning ef whom about 10
percent die.

Tropical forests caver 20 per-
cent or 2970 millien hectares of
the Earth’s laad surface. But
they are fast disappearing-closed
forests at the rate of 7°5 million
hcctares an  year, and epen
forests at 3-8 million hectares an
year. The rate of destruction
of tropical forest js equivaient
10 about 2[5 hectares a minute.
In Sri Lanka 30,000 hectares of
forests are cleared anoually.
The area of natural forest is
about 1'55 million hectares.

About 3500 million hectares
of land are affected by deserti-
fieation. Every year abouwt 6
million hectares of land are
Irretrievably lost te desertifis
cation, and a further 2! miliion
hectares are o degraded that
crep production becomes un-
economic. The rural population
affceicd by serious desertification
is about 135 milli

as r-nany as R50 million of the
world’s poorest people are pot-
eatially-at risk,

While amnestied political prisoncrs are reported as walking

out of jails in conformity with

some provisions of the Tado = Sri

Lanka Accord, school and University students are also reported

‘missing’ or taken to deteation
safeguards
clarificatlon and implementatioa.

frantically franied to prevent such arrests

Legal
await
with the tempo of student uarest

centres and even jails.

overtaking the speed of the formulation of safeguards.

Unless the political air is fresh and clean and unless the wind-
ows ef public opinion in the land and of parent participation in desisi-
on making, arc thrown open wide, without let or hisdrance from
ANy quarter, our schools in the country will be in a sors Pass.

The prospect at the moment js bleak. The Kelani

waters have

receded after a spate but our political waters have not.
It is good at this' crucial stage in our annals as educational

institutions to take a leal from

the Jews. The Jewish [obby in

the U). 8. is a potenl pressurz group in Amecrican politics, The
Jews also constitute an affluent segment of the population in US.

The explanation is obvious -

Their Educarion.
all Jews under 65 were college graduates.

In 1985, half of
In New York, we

read, they produce one half of the primary vete though they are

only onc fifth in the citizeary.
vealed that the Jews had 14 years

national average of 11-1 vears for all whites.

A Bieentennial Study in US re-
of schooling well ahead of the
The carly Jews had

an unswerving faith ia their destiny as God's chosen people, but
they also had military lealers who knew their way around (he

battie field,

What the Sri Lankan students need today is an oppartunity

given to them te climb back the wagon
land from whish for various reasons during
they have been thrown out intermittently.

of EDUCATION in this
the last six years,
What they need is

the feezl of the solidity of concrete beneath their feet in the class

room and free airinthe play field in

place of th: stoscatto of

the machine gun across the countryside.
Events carry with them in our land the distressing potential

of the current tragedy in Beijing's

Tiananmen Square in China, if

we fail te produce a solutien to the disturbing pattern ef student
involvement in political confrontations.

ollege . "
hDdg'i‘ZaQ(‘hxlj&pOIM‘Fm atithe G. P. O, Sri Lanka under No. Q/1/104/ Newsss
moigy| aayAaARIGE 15 Ve

the Church of South Iadia at Amerian
Street Jaffns on Friday 16 J NE 1989
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