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Jaffna College Institute of
Technology

The Fourteenth Annual Day
of the Jalfna College Institute
of Technology was held on
Sat- the 16th of Dec, ' at 1000
a. m. at the Abels Auditorium
of the Institute. Engineer L. R.
Muthiah, the chairman of the
council of the Institute pre.
sided and the chief guest
was Miss T. Periyathamby,
Deputy Director of Educatien,
Jaffna.

Miss Periyathamby 'in  hef
address said the Tamil Com-
munity owes a gréat debt

to the management for the
vision and determination with
which the lastitute was esta-
blished and run dufing very
trying times: She said she
was gmpressed by the facilities
available at the Instifute and
regeited it was not mere
widely known. She eongratula
ted the students who had com-
pleted their | diplomas and
the ones who had won
the prizes for distinguished
performaece. The Acting Direc-
tor, "My 8. A, "P. Thurai-
ratnam read an impressive re-
port on the

for 1. Diploma in Com-
puter Programming and Data
Processimg, 2. Diploma in Dra-
ughtsmanship, 3. Technician
Diploma in Civil Engineering
and Quaatity Surveying, 4.
Technpician Diploma in Electrical,
Electronics and Mechanical
Engineering, 5. Craft Certifieaty

in Welding, Machine shop Prac-
tice and Electrical Installation
Practice. There are around
t‘hrce hundred students in all
following these courses and
there is scope to admit™ upto

abeut 450 students. The Direc-
tor expressed satisfaction that
the building programme has

gone on satisfactorily despite
the adverse circumstaneces, Theee
more staff Quarters, the stu-

denis Hostel complex and the
impressive  civil  Engineering
Laboratory were  completed
during the year.

Mz. T Kugathasan, the

Institute of
report  of
Institute

Principal of the
Agriculture read the
his [nstitute. This
at Maruthanpamadam admitted
33 students for a one year
course in May and they are
following their training.

The function began with
prayer by the Rev. Dev.
Apandarajan ancd the Chajrman
at the outset made a reference
t) the pissing of Prot. Luther
Jeyasingham who was the one
primarily tesponsible for esta-
blishing the Institute. All those
present rose to observe two mi-
nutes silence as a mark of

respect.
Oan the Zlst of December
the Iastitnte hopes to open

ts new Computer Department.
T

t will be declared opem by
Prot  A. Thurairajah, the Vice
Chancellor of the Jafina Uni-
versity.

Ll the progress of the
. Institute. Courses are offered

YOUTH OF THE NORTH
CHRISTMAS SERVICE

1. The way this year’s organi-
zing was put off to the last
moment, one weuld think that
ne one would have come out
for a carol service -neither the
public nor the choirs. But to
the surprise of many, both
were actually looking forward
to the Combined Choirs Carol
Singing, this year especially.
Even at the very last minufe
several groups joimed the throag
of Christmas vioces that seem-
ed to some to outnumber the
worshippers frem the public
oan Saturday morning, Decem-

ber 2, at the, Peto Hall, —at
St Johmn’s College. Jaffna.
2. Despite the fact that very

few choirs had the usual amount
of time for practic: this sea-
son and that the Combined
Choirs had next to no re.
hcarsals together, the morning
service made a joviul noise
unto the newborn Lord. Most
of it was of course sweeter
than noise. And some of the
groups were making their
first appearance in my memory
among them the Women's
Centre.
its Tamil Carol ¥7Gur uror
‘and Kopay Christian College
with another Tamil song. The
Christian Theelegical Seminary
boys joined the Uduvil Col-
lege Girls for a rousing **Glo-

rious Js Thy Name,” by Mo-
zars.
3. It was good to hear from

the Hely Family Convent, with
the aid of boys also, singing
“*Angels from the Realms of
Glory,” and the Vembadi Girls.’
College ringing Christmas bells,
The Central College boys were
there with “‘Amidst the Win-
ter’s Snow.’’ The Jaffoa Col-
lege Choir eoncluded the Eng-
lish  offerings with “Trust
Ye in the Lord Immanuel,”
while the University Singers,
under the direction of the Rev.
Dev. Anandarajan, added their
mature sound to the morning's

woucship. It is always ga spe-
cial joy to listem to the
Nuffield Schoel Cheir, with

their practiced and sure voices
in spite of their small number,
and with their excellent accom-
paniment. Qutstanding was the
tombined St. John's and Chun-
dikkuli Colleges’ offering,**While
Shepherds Watched Their Flo-

cks,’* blending the two col-
lege bedies in a well-balanced
sound.

4. Bright and happy were the two
English numbers suag by the
Combined Choirs under the
capahle direction of Mrs. Cherry
Mills. “The Carol of the Be]ls'’
and its tintinnabulation opened
the service; “,.Shout the Good
Tidings”

Tidine D)

Noo

Maruthasamadam with |

PROF. LUTHER
JEYASINGHAM

We regret to record the
death of Professor W. Luther
Jeyasingham at his home at
9, Shanon Place, Ainsly Woods
Newmark, Delaware on Thurs
day the 7th of December. The
death was sudden in his 74th
vear. Dr. Jevasingham for most
of his career was on the staff
of Jaffna college both in the
High School section and later
in the Undergraduate Depart-
meat. From 1967 to 1974 he
was Presideat of the Under-
graduate departmeat of Jaffna
College, the first pational to
hold this office. When the
Urdergraduate  Department eof
Jaffna College was integrated

with the Jaffaa Campus of
the University he was made

Professor of Geography ‘which
position he held uatil his re-
tirement. A few years ago he
left with Mrs. Jeyasingham
(Pushpam nee Mills) for the
U.S. He leaves behind besides
his wife one daughter and
four sons to bemoan his loss.
Chandra Amarasingham (U. S.A.)
Mittran (Melbourne), Winthrop
(U. K.), Beojamin (Canada) and
Dr. Sam (U. S. A.) An appre-

ciation of Professor Jeyasing-
ham will appear in a later
issue.

A service of thanksgiving
was held at the Colombo
Church of the C. §. I. on
Monday the 1lth of December
at 6.00 p. m. conducted by the
Rev. T. S. Premarajah. The
Rev, Canon James Ratnanayagam
paid a moving tribute to the
late Dr. Jeyasingam. Bishop
Ambalavanar said the closing
prayer and benediction, Two
of the younger relatives read
the lessons, Sanjiv Gabrie] and
Udayar Guaoaratoam Luther.

Once again the [ine playing
of the Eastern orchestra from
the Uduvil Girls’® College made
interesting and meditative in-
terlude during the  service.
Preceding them was the well
appreciated Christmas message,
delivered by the Rev. A. W.
Jebanesan, on the theme of ‘‘the
Reason for Christmas is Jesus™
reminding us of his Thumble
bisth inte poverty as opposed
to the idca of splendid king-
shin. 1 felt the eutire service
was sincerc and a real act
of worship. All those who
managed to get it togcther for
us despite the handicaps of time
and very poor bus service, to
name only two, are to be con-
gratulated.

Robert Porter.

gz@%%NBbqﬁh’am Foundation. (r. P.)
'ﬁam.or‘g | aavanaham.org

The Executive Committee of
the Jaffna Christian Union
said farswell to the Rev. J,
Sarvanaathan who will soon be
going on transfer as Vicar of
St. Paul’s, Kynsey Road, Colom-
bo on Saturday the 9th of
December.

The functiom took the form
of a fellowship lunch at the
Chinese Restaurant at Old Park
Road, Chundikuli at which
almost adl the members of he

Executive Commitiee were pre-
sent. Mr. R. J. Ariaratnam

the Vice President presided.
A special tribute was paid
by the Rev. P. Govindaraj
of the St. Peter's Methedist
Church. The speaker referred
to Sarvananthan as an sloquent
preacher both in Tamil and
English and as one who eam-
deared himself not only to
his flock but also to those
of other Churches. He had a
commitment to serve those in
need and believed in the
Church reaching out to the

poor and the oppressed. He

had also an ecumenical com-
mitment which led to his
being clected both as Secretary
and later as Presideat of the
J. C. U, The Rev Sarvanaanthan
expressed his thanks aad said
he was grateful for the op-
portunity offered by the J.
C. U. to become more widee
ly iavolved in an ecumeni-
cal and serving ministry. The
Rev. Christo T. Roberts the
Secretary of the J. C. U, pre-
posed a vote of Thanks and
the Ri. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar closed with prayer and
benediction.

Kinnivadi - Eastern
Province.

The Jaffna Diocese of the
CS 1 opened the second Day
Care Ceantre in the Batticaloa
District at Kianniyadi on a two
acres plot of land on Saturday
the 25th of November at 10.00
a.m. The Rt. Rev. D.J. Amba-
Javanar declared open the Cen-
tre now housed in a semi-per-
manent structure. There was a
large gathering from the village
preseat at the opening functien.
Mr. V. Thamotharam, Priacipal
of the Kinniyadi Maha Vidya-
laya spoke welcoming this ini-
tiative of the €S 1 and cxpres-
sed the hope that this small
beginning would lead to greater
devclopment of the people of
the village. Two special songs
at the funetion were rendered
by the young people of St.
John’s Church, Uranee and the
Girls’ Cheir of St. Joha's Girls®

( Contimued on page 8)
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CHRISTMAS
By

Chandran D. S. Devanesen
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It took thousands of years

for men and women

to distil the shining elixir

ol faith

from the quaking mixture

ol terror and awe

brewed by the fear of unknown
spiTits,

angry, vengeful and demenis,

who had to be propitiated

with saerificial blood.

Fear curtained off

the occasional vision of Nature

as Dbeautiful aad benign

Fear was in the priest’s knife

stainiog the dread altars

with an awesome red . . . oo

It took thousands of years
for men and women

10 look np with shiuing ¢yes
of hope,

raising their bowed heads
from their burdened shoulders
Joaded with the anxieties
of dark ages

of ignorance and superstition.
Koowledge brought echange
and the probing instrumeatls
of the priests of science
transformed the earth

giving us a semse of mastery
over Nature,

with space ships penetrating
further and further

into the mysterious unknown...

But the bloody altars

of cruelty and violecnce

are still with us

Man's fear of man

is propitiated by helocausts

that send tremors of terror

UhToughout the world.

The hopes of millions of the
pOnr

are dimmed

by despair

as hunger and poverly

continue to beggar their lands,

their rags of illiteracy and

ignorance

vainly atiempting to match

the cndowment of a plundered
earth

enriching the few ...

It took God’s time

10 incarnate Himself

as Love.

Faith's candles moy flicker
and threaten to go out.
Hope’s shining armaour

may be piciced

by the sharpness of despair.
But Love never fails,

even when faith is uncertain
and hones deceive.

Cheist is still with us

in the midst of it all

with healing faith

and sustaining hope

in his outstretched hands,
nail-piciced and compassionate,
bringing peace and stiliness
amidst the starms of hfe... ..

Easch Christmas

biings to all mankind

a brith of the new,

a death of the old,

a pronre of resu rection

as the tired Earth's weary hearl

THE CRESCENT - CRADLE

OH Morning star, so beautiful and bright |
The one beloved of many a poet-heart,
You who do by your sweet and simple art
Point ever to the rising sun of light, |
Remember you the holy holy night

When the Star of Bethlehem salvation-smart

With bright humility did take your part |
Of pointing to the Sun of love's true might?

Kemember you the Star of Bethlehem,

The Kohinoor on the blue diadem

Of th? Son of God? Yet when you linger nigh

The crescent-cradle on the eveaing sky

throbs again 10 the jeyful rhythm I see the old [oid story of His brith

of faith, Hope and Love, Enacted oace again for all the earth!

the true pulse

of a glad and joyful life, Mr. Susi P. DAVID, Tirunelveli. |

God’s free gift to all (Courtesy: The S.I. Churchman) :
r 4 . b e e

beating in the veins

of a Child in a manger §

beginning its pleading cries WANTED TRAINEE NURSES - GREEN

for the soul of the world - { " MEMORIAL HOSPITAL MANIPAY, WILLIS |
' § PIERCE SCHOOL OF NURSING.

(By Courtesy- S.I, CHURCHMAN) '
Youth Leadership Camp Atithoations ciis idvited foc The RelSWIRE ERasiny ’I
““The Annual Youth Leader-

1. General Nursing — Training period three years.
2. Midwifery — Training period twe years.

ship Development Camp is

held to bring out the hidden

taleats of Leadership ia stu-
deats who go through the
portals eof our educatienal
institutions® observed’

Miss. R. J. Mann, Direc,
tress of the Dzpartment of
the Further Education of Udu-
vil Girls’College in the Inau- %

Qualification required:

G. C.E. (O/L) — Credit passes in two of the following:
Tamil, English, Maths, Scieace, Health Science & Six pas-
ses in all.

Age between 18 — 22 years.
Applications close oa I5. 01. 1990.

icati : ffice.
gutat Addreds of 1 heiold appllcatlon forms are available at the office

annual Youth = Leadership

To: THE PRINCIPAL, s
developmeat  Camp held at § APELX PP Lo M b —
OanTE  MIT TR —— scnmamwmm S R
kadadcham, officiated as Direc GREEN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL,
tor of the camp. MANIPAY.
The three-day Camp organi-
zed by the Further Education .

Programme of Uduvil @irls® JAFFNA DIOCESE OF THE CHURCH OF

College was a hive eof Acti-
vities in which all partici-
pants fully involved !hcmselv‘;l SOUTH INDIA
in Keep-fit, First-Aid, Shrama-
dana, Siog-Song, Quiz. Kim's PRESBYTERAL ORDINATION'
Game Art, Handicrafts, Specch
Training and Novel games which
z
|

created much enthusiasm among The Rev. T. Thevanesan and the Rev. G.
the participants. D Anandarajan will be ordained as Presby-
A striking feature of this ters of the Jaffna Diocese of the C. 8olsen
camp was a broad  based Saturday the 6th of January 1990 at 8.30 a.m.

articipation of students from : ]
Ziffc;cnl courses offered by in the Cathedsal Church, Vaddukkoddai by

this institution. the Bishop of the Diocese.

DrC:;;:P &amldvi]::f,:;iugm gaiz You are cordially invited to be prt:sct_lcti at
them training in exchanging the service. Please remember the candidates

views. The editng of the Camp in your prayers.
Magazine 71évealed their Jour-

; . ar

nalistic aptitudes. Secret yS I
Leaders of the 3 groups 1. D €0 D)

were trained to monitor &

maintain discipliae in all the ,,,,,Mwwnwmwﬁmmwwwmw“”“”

activities throughout the dura- P : . ; a

tion of the camp. Faith and Worship Mutual intercession 1S

moment of becoming bumble
and penitent, in order silenee

; - e . for mystical conversation, In
end of the 3day camp with hospitality. Not only does fhat God’s presence we move onte

their heads h.cld high with raise the questien ox: h;rw ground  where  wo R
poise and conflidence and cheer peoplc celebrate the faith, but remove our shoes and pray
writ large on their faces is also of the conteat of the \ijih one voice and heart:

The spectacle of sixty young ( Cointnued from page 7
people marching out at the

unforgettable. faith they celebrate. «Our Father.’ _
This Csmp has provided an The Practice of the Week Oor,d as |'wc ma]f; in |‘he
: 1 1 er for Christiaa Unity thodox liturgy: Let uslove
e)u.ell[enl opportunity fur- t'r"c ?{dPrsl\y or A R e g
FEOE e, TIBG QLIS (geal SEESIPS ene mind counfess: the Father

lents and] skills, - said Mr. W. nical Prayer Cycle are ways ,ud the Son and Holy Spirit,
N. Thevakadadchem at the con-  of broadening the praying base Trinity ome in e€ssence and
cluaulgltlzediby Neelaham foundatien ecumenical community. inseparable’.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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The Church in Russia.

(By Ceurtesy - S. I. CHURCHMAN)
A thousand years age. the light of the Christian Faith
illumined the Russian people. That eveat became determi-
pative for the entire coasequent history of Russia. And new,
during the festivities to mark the Milennium ef the Bap
tism of Russia, the old ehronicles which cover those dis'

tant but glorious times, assume a new aad living meaning
And once again we are rteferring to the past in order
te comprehend the prescot.

After Olga’s death (969), Under belicose Svyatoslav and
during the bloedy strife between his children, Christianity
was net spreading over Russia but Christians remained in
Kiev. Grand Prince Vliadimir speat first years of his rule

in wats. He lived a life of a pagan, put up idols on the
banks of the Dupieper and of the Volkhov. decorated them

with silver and gold and made rich offerings to them. All
that however failcd to bring peace to his soul searching
for light and peace. His memory reminded him of great

Olga, of her God, of the God of Christians.

At the court of the prince who glorified himself with
numerous victories there were plenty of people who seemed
to be able to show the way out. Bulgarian Muslims prais-

ed their faith and the Mohamedan paradise could look
attractive to him but he could pot accept circumcision and
found the ban on wine-drinking incompatible with Russian

customs. Lnvoys of the Pope spoke about the grandeur of
the invisible God and the insignificance of the idols; aware
of the Pope’s political ambitions the prince replied: ‘Our
fathers did not accept faith from the Pope.’ He asked
Khazar Jews ‘Where is your homeland? The Jews answered’
‘In Jerusalem, but God in anger scattered us over foreiga

lJands., And the prince answered: -And you. who have been
punished by God, dare to wish that others be deprived
of their homeland!, Finally he listened to a Greek monk

who showed the drawbacks
contents of the Bible and
in coaclusion, described the picture of the
the lot of both the just and the sinful.

Vladimir was greatly impressed. He gave presemts (o the
Greek monk and in 987 he called a council of the boyars
beacuse he realised that the adoption of religon would chan.
ge the eatire life in his state. The boyars said: ‘Everybody
praises his own faith; you have many clever men to be
meny —good —.and
wise, werc sent to the Bulgars of the Kama, Germans, and

of other beliefs, pcescnted the
the history of Orthodoxy and,
Doomsday and

then to the Greeks. When back they said: ‘We saw Bul-
gars worshipping in a temple standing without their  belts.
Thea they sat dowm and looked around... There is no joy

but sorrow and great fear. There is no mercy intheir law...
When with the Germans we saw many thiegs during their
service but there is no beauty in it at all. When Grecks
took us where they worship their God we were amazed
aod could wot kpnow whether we were on earth or in hea-
ven... There are no words to describe that! We know ouly
that God Himself is there with the people and their ser-
vice is the hest of all we saw in other countries. We
shull never forget that beauty. He who bas tasted the
sweet will never like to taste the sour and we too van
po longer remain pagans. Boyars and clders fully agreed
with them and said to Viadimir: ‘If the Greek law were
bad, your grandmother Olga who was the wisest of all
people, wouvld have never adopted it.’ ‘Where can 1 be
baptised?® the grand prince asked then. ‘Where you like’
his loyal people uanswered. That happened in 988. At that
time Vladimir was forced to lay siege to Korsun which
belonged to Emperors Constantine and Vasil of Byzantium.
Russians were making an artificial mound at the city walls
to get over them, but Greeks made an underground pas
sage under the walls and at night they took off all the
ground that Russians had brought there the previous day.
The situation developed very slowly, but amopg the citizeas
of Korsun there was a friend of Russians, Nastas, who
shot an arrow with a pote to Vladimirz Dig and block
water from the well (to the east of you); the water is
piped to the town.’ Vladimir saw Divine Providence in that
message and he said: ‘If Korsun surrenders as a result of
that, 1| get baptised’.

stand  thirst
sent his eavoys 1o
Basil with a message: ‘1  have corquered
your glerious town. I heurd you have a sister, aad if you
do not give her in marriage to me 1 shall do to Cons-
tantinople what 1 have done to Korsun.’

The Greeks
mavry Cet

days later Korsun could no

Viadimir immediately

Several
and surrendered.
Constantine ond

longer

anxious
pagans.

replicd: ‘Christian girls ought pot te
baptised end she is your bride and

Faith and Worship.
(By courtgsy-S. I. Churchman)
Continued from 15. 12. 89 issue

Thercfore, in the liturgy we
are liviag in Basileia, the city
of the living God, celestial
Jerusalem (Revelation 12:20).
From this perspective. the
liturgy must also express the
true character eof ihe powers
of this world. The dynamic
ferce of a liturgy which cre-
ates fellewship, koinopia, with
the Lord is the active ener-
gy of the eemmunity follow
ing the way of our High
Priest, Jesus Christ.

The most dynamic Christiaa
communities, ecslesiologically
and sociologically, are those
which become communities of
reference for the people becauso
of the sensc of solidarity and
hospitality that grows among
their members.

In Bastern Europe for exam-
ple the rclevance of Jiturgy
in building up communios s
a symbol of the bodily sen-
ses.

In many places, indigeniza-
tion of the faith happens
through worship, personal and
collective. Convergence in faith
is not limited te the ereeds,
confession and formulas of
the ecumemical councils, but is
even better expressed in  dexo.-
logieal affirmations, s50mLs
and hymns.

Without the eucharist, the
faithful cannot continue a life
in Christ's way. Hc every-
thing is revealed in publis-on
a liturgical stage, as it were
where the life of the persom
and the life of the community
are one. Thus therc is a need

to create a space for small
local congregations to bring
in their preoccupations, their

sins, weaknesses and limitatiens,
their will to repent. Worship
is a platform where differens
forms of spiritualities can be
expressed coherently. .

The search for unity af the
local level dependsa great deal
on ¢cumeénical convergeace 1a
intercession and eucharistic

( Continued on page 2 )

you are of the same

faith as

ourselves., If nmot, we caanmot

give our sister in warriage te you.' Vladimir’s ansWer was

‘I have alreaay tried vour
tited...... May the
your sister baptise me’.

emperors managed to persuade

priests who will
With great

faith aod am ready to be bap.

come together  with
dilficulties the Byzanline

their sister te go to Korsun.

Anna satd: ‘I am going as if iato captivity. I weuld bet.

ter dic.” Her

to you Ged makes Russia

brotheérs comforted her:
repent

‘and what if due
and free Greece froem the

horrors of war: do you know how much harm Russia has done

1o Greece? *Apnd aow if you don’t go, the same will happen.
Accompamied by priests, with her cyes full of tears Anna-
boarded a ship and sailed for Kersun wherc she was wel
comed with enthusiasm. At that time, aeccerding to  Ged’s
commaad, Vladimir suffered am eye discasc and got abio-
lutely blind. Aona sent a man to tell him that he mus*
be baptised as soon as possible if he wanted to ceCOVer.
Viadimir got the message and said: *if that  happens the
Christian God  will be great indeed!

Bishop of Kersun and the pricsts who arrived from

Constantinople Bapuised the
his sight as soon as hands
utterly shocked and
God? | Viadimir was
that his wedding with Anpa
prince teok his wile, Bishop
Nastas, priests with
relics of St. Clement und his
Kiev. The town of Korsun
a redemption--fee for Anpa,
custom.

Having reached Kicv
sens. theén the town
Michael
and Giead Prince Viadimir
ching. Finally, when the

was

grand prince.
were
exclaimed:
chiistened as
took place:

sacred vessels

was
according to  am

Viadimir
cleared of
and priests preached the
also participated in the
cntire

Viadimir recovered
laid upon him. He was
‘Now | have seen the true
Basil andi soon  afler
then the gramsd
Michacl appointed for Russia
and also particles of the
disciple Fife, and left  for
returned te Byzamtium as
old Slavonic

immediately baptised hi#
pagan idols. BishoP
Word of God all over Kiev,
pPrea -
properly

papulation  was

prepared he ordered heralds to call all nen-baptised itizens 1o

the Daieper.
The greatest
on August I,
Kievans,
Some of
1o their
adults kept
conducted by

arrived logether
standing nearby was
The Chronicles say:
people
and said’
Take care of the
cognise You, the
alreudy cognised you;
fath and hclp me, O Lord,
that relying on You, I could
Chri.tianity has found good
The
trated in full
the Christian Faith, That can
laxy of ascetics glorified in
been baptised.

event ia the
1988: 1he

them
breast;
their
Bishop
with

siocd up to
youngsters
bables in
Michae}
ALnpa

‘Moved

‘O Loid, who has
new people
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Baptism
old and vyoung, eniered. the
their neck
crowded
their

the godfather ol his

being baptised Viadimir raised his eyes to the

true God as
strengthen 1
to vanquish my

soil ia the
lofty spiritval propertics of
brilliance and streagth when

life of Russia toek place there

of Russia.
waters of the Doieper:
in water, others up
the shore and
hands. The service was
the priests who had
grand prince who was
people.
sight of hiS
skie$
created heaven and  earth!
and give them a chancc 10
Christian ceuntries hav
their = just and inviocible
enemy  so
with his intrigues.’
Russian sou].
our forefatherc were demons-
they adopted
be proved by a splendid ga-
Russia soon after it had

closer to

and

The

by the joyous

cope
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go, durinz the Christmus
of a shopping complex
line of dingy shops dottiag a
soene is one of ‘‘a lusty faiv'’,
today a strange juxtaposition of impoverishmsnt
luxury, of fear and frivolity, of toil and desuetude,
On the night the Christ-child was born at Bethle-
hem there was a similar juxtaposition. Withia ths shelte-

ring walls of the Inn that cold night, ““the very dead of
winter’” were, according to legend, three men whe had

come to Bethlehem, each oa his respective mission. But
they did not knew each other.

One was a man of large affairs. He had bought
the centract for collecting Caesar’s taxes, during the enrol-
ment. He had an appointmeat with the Roman Centurion
in charge of the detachment, deployed to guard the town,
a cumbrous place to rum, during this period.
; The other was the stocky sheep-merchant,
with violent energy, camnily competeat in his ‘field." He
h‘ad come to meet the Sheep Market officials to ses that
his flock gets a strategic sales- peint in the Market Squ-
are- He knews how to get about his business.

be il
town

Wherever we
slong the corridors
or along the
village, the
our land
and

season,
in the
lane in the
‘There 3 i

throbbing

The third man bad ne mercemary motives. He was
the fepresentative of a wealthy family in Jewry, snd had
b_-en Iavited to a banquet, which according to hisewn
disclosures, to some of his friends, would make mezny a
Mouth water. There would be cakes from the best flour
]:.!rcparcd out of the wheat grown in the Judean plains,
flesh frem lambs, the pick of the herd, fresh fish from

the sea of Galilee, fruits and dates from the gardens of
Damascus and wine from the vineyards of Lebanon.

None of those within the sheltering walls of the Inn
koew what was happeming outside. They were all peopic
with 2 gelf-assured posture who see everything but always
from the reserved seat.

Outsyde the sheltering walls of the Inn was a pushing
clbowing multitude whioh had descended en Bethichem for
the enrolment, far outaumbering those settled cosily in the
Toa. Exposed to the cold was a babe in a manger in the
stable, with a few village womsn scurrying to 'i)lclp the
hapless parents to keep the child snug and cosy and a
few others bent wpon appeasing their curiority. The Wise
Mn had arrived on their samels, after a merve rwracking
journey. (Tradition has identified them as Balthasar, King of

Ch‘llien, Gaspar, the Ethiopian King of Tarshish and Mel-
chior King of Nubia.)

'.l'hc poet, T. S. BRliet, does mot glamorise their jour-
mey in his well knows poem *The Journey ef the Magi.”
In fact they had suffered greatly, the camels annofcd
camel-men rebellious, villagers en route un-coperative and.
charging high prices and night-fires geing out.

................ .« “This Birth was
Hard and bitter ageay for us like Death
our death.™
But t.hc wise men *took Him as they foond Him" and
worshipped Him fer all that.

_Il is np!:ido ““sheltering walls,”" that we celebrate
Cbrutm.:s again this year. Banquets have no meaning where in
many mst.anccs the family is scattered. Tinsel and lights
cannot blind ul.[o our challenging tasks. We have to
takg Him as we find Him, amidst contradictions of eur age,
amidst ‘‘the lusty fair and amidst the toppled  stene-
walls and flat-trampled Stubble farms-

“The way to the celestial sity lies just
through this dust laden town where the
lusty - fair s kept.”

(Bunyan’s “‘Pilgrim’s Progress”
MMMWWVVWVW
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We wish to inform our readers that
due to rising costs and the increase
in the pages of the Morning Star we
have revised the annual subscription
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as follows:
INLAND Rs. 10000
EUROPE, AUSTRALIA
& MALAYSIA Pounds 10-00 or
Equivalent
U. S. & AFRICA Shillings 1500

INDIA, PAKISTAN &

BANGLADESH Indian Rmobi@H¥M.org |
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A PRAYER.

From The Vancouver Assembly of the world council
of Churches

In the midst of huager and war

we celebrate the promise of plenty and peace.
In the midst ef oppressiom and tyramny

we celebrate the promise of service aad freadom.

Ia

the midst ef doubt and despair

we cslebrate the promise of faith and hope.

In the

In the midst of hatred

midst of fear and betrayal
We celebrate the promise of joy and

loyalty.
and death

we celebrate the promise of love aand life.

In the midst

of sia and decay

we ce'cbrete the promise of salvation and remewal.
In the midst of death en every side
we celebrate the promise of the living Christ.

For

Christmas
colours

@ Thirumarai Illam,

VW V..

@ Varany
Jaffna.

These Christmas JCards and Calendars
the CaS.E

also available at
your vicinity.

Price:-  Six rupees a

Ten rupees a
For further information
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Kinnivadi ... .

Cards and Calendars in attractive
are available at

Mission Sales Centre,

f

Sale

182, First Cross Street,
Jaffna and

New Market,

are

Church, in

Christmas Card and
Calendar.
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please contact:

The Secretary,
do -GS L

Vaddukoddai.
. . Navajeevanam
(Continued irom page 1) The gaily decorated Kinder
Hall at Navajeevanam  was

Home, Batticaloa. TYhe Rev.
Earl P. Solomons whe was ins.
trumental in starting the work
of the Centirc explained the
reasons fer this kind of serviee
and requested the co-epcration
of the psople. Mr.S. Gunasee-
lan of Kinniyadi proposed a
veie of thanks, Mere than 60
children below the age of five
have earolled at this Day Care
Centre.

Karadivanaru Day Care
Centre-Eastern Province
‘K;;hdiylulruﬂil-a“-itumm
about 12 miles from Chengaladi
Juaction on the Batticaloa-
Badulla Road. The Jaffna Dio-
eese of the CS ] opened @ Day
Carec Centre on Saturday the
25th of November at 3.30 p.m.
The Rt. Rev. D.J. Ambalava-
nar blessed the new building
and declared open the Centre,
Mr. S. Sivapilan. a Retired Post-
master from the area was ins-
trumental in urging the Diocese
to start the Centre. He thanked
the Bishop for agreeing to help
in this way in the . uplift of
the ycommunity there. The Rev.
Earl Solomoms was responsible
for setting up the Centre within
only a oouple of weeks of ob-
taining the one acre of land.
This Centre too hazs more than
60 children below five ycars.
It is hoped that this Centre
too would develop other forms
of services for the uplift of the

community.

the venue of the annoual con-
cert of the Nursery 3dchool
Tun at Navajeevamam, held on
the 29th of November under the
patronage and presence of Mr. S.
Pathmanathan. Cluster Principal
Akkarayankulam and Mrs. Path-
manathan, Registrar of Births,
Deaths & Marriages, Paranthan.
Fhe hall ywas packed to ca-
pacity and from start to
finish the items produced were
cutertaining to the satisfaction
of parents amd guests present.
The chief Guest, in his speech

remambered the late Rev: A.
C. Thambyrajah with  high
estcem for the services he

cendercd to the communily at
large in the Kilinochchi dis-
trict. He also referred te his
close association with the Rev.
Thambyrajah jwhile he was a

teacher at the Murugananda
Vidyalayam in Murasumoddai-
He was also very pleased te

see omc of his pupils wel-
coming him as Head Teacher
of the Nursery. The pleasant
eveming was climaxed with a
Play - staged by the students
resident in the  exteasion
centre at Capaan Tharmapuram.
The production of the enter-
tainment was solely in the
hands of the Head Teacher

who uaderwemt a one Yyear
course at the institute of Fur-

ther FEducation Pregramme,
Uduvil, conducted by the
C L] S. Il

(to be continued in the Bext issue)
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