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The C .S . 1. Synod

The 21st synod of the C.S.1.
took placa at the American
College, Maducai. from the 13th
to the 18th of January, 1983.
Apari from reviewing the work
of the Synod and its variou®
departments for the previous
two years the Synod took a
major step in planning far a
creative and imaginative pro-
gramme of equipping the Church-®
es at thes congregation level for
mission and outreach. The
programme with its abreviation
VELCOM stands for Vision
for Equipping Local Congre-
gation fer Mission, While maay
a good outreach and develop-
ment programme has been’ car
ried out at Diocesan levels the
congregations themselves have
not been actively involved in
this
is now to get congregations to
become concerned for its imme-
diate surrounding and envicon-
ment and engage in mission
outreach work aimed at t__-bc

- total wel(arc.of the community.

rese ved to

=

‘One of *
‘during this'period is its involve=

fimit t ep “the office of
the Moderator and General Secre”
fary to two terms of two years.
each. The Rt, Rev. Dr. Victor
Premasagar was elected Mode-
rator and the Rev. M. Azariah
re-¢lected as General Seeretary.

Our Bishep’s Visits Abroad

Our Bishop had the privelege
of participating in various con-

ferences and consultations
abroad during the 1last two
years. In January 1988 he parti-

cipated in the Sessions of the
Programme to Combat Racism

_ of the Warld Council of Church-

es in Los Anceles, California.
As a member of this commis-
sion the Bishop also attended
its Executive Committes meeting
in Geneva in June 1988 and,
the Commission’s meetings in
Madras from ihe 18.h to the
24th of October, 1989. The Sri
Lankan situation has also featur-
ed in the aﬂerda of the PCR
and the W C C has periodically
put out statements on the issue.
P C R's success story

ment in Namibia and the posi-
tive . .developments . in  that
Coun'ry

The Bishop made use of the
visit to Los Angeles to visit
our friends in the Indiana-Ken-
tucky Conference of the UCC
meeting ihe Revds. Quellhorst,
Paul Jahan and other frieads.
They graciously hosted his visit
and gave him an opportunity of
presenting  the siluation ip
Sri Laoka and of the woik of
our Diocese. During the sam
rip he visited Dbriefly in Fe’b u-

work. The new emhasig

ary the UCBWM in New
York and various Church orga-
nisatioas in Loadon, Uppsala,
Oilo, 3rnaay, Hbolland aad
Geneva.

[n April 1983 from ths 16th
to th2 2lst thz Bishop attended

the Asia  Ragional Group of
the World Cohunacil of Churches
Cymnmnission or I[nt:r Church
Aid n Seoul, Kerea.

From the 25th of April to
the 12th of May the Bishop
had an important enzagemsnt

of being part of team visit to
the Unitsed Chaurch in Zambia
from the Council for World
Mission (CWM) London.
The C.S.L is :a -member
Church of the CWM and the
Bishop was able to share with
Church leaders and Christian
groups in Zambia the expeciences
of the C.S.1. We  have much
to learn from the Churches in
Zambia with their zeal for
Evangelism aad rapid Church
growih. Zambian Church leaders
mourned the fact that their

people were ““over preached and

ﬁhd:ﬂnught.” This is true of our_

~ sitgation 53?611 In Z‘ambia {hc-

Kltwe and Lusaka. .
On the 20th of May 1988 the

Bishep atteanded the meeting of

the Trustees of Jaffna College

Cd pperbalt

along with Mr. Rajan Kadir-
gamar the Principal of the
College. It was again an oppor-
tuaity to share our views and
concens, The Trustees Wwere
more keen and understanding
and as always ready to help
in appropriate ways. He visited
the Rev. Jeyakumaran, then a
student at the Andover New-
ton Seminary, Bostoa and to-
gether they worshipped on Whit-
Sunday at the Newman Church
of which the Rev. Paul C,
Clayton is the Minister.

During this visit the Bsihop

was able to visit Toronto and

meet a large number of our
Church members and friends
there and also the Director and
Staff of the Christian Children’s
Fund of Canada at their office
in Scarborough,

Fiom the 10th of “December
1988 the Bishop along with the
Rey. S. Jeyanesan atiended a
four days consultdation of the
Norwegian Churchi Aid  organi-
sation at Bang! cok.. This meeting
again proved véry valuable in
planning our rehef and - Tchabr

ditation programmes in thé light |

of the experience o1 othef Chur-
ches in other lanis

In 1989 too the Bishop made
three visits abroad twice to Nor-
way and ongz'te Céneva, In Geneva
he attendsd an Icumenical Con-
suitation on Refvgees arranged
by the World Council of Churches
on the 28th ani 29t epte

ber He reph@iizg hbx

- manned by four

~mere. werkers,

Ten Years of Work South of
Elephant Pass

For a greater
history, our Mission’s work in
Ceylon was confined to the
Jarfna Peninsula, [u the early
forties of this century, we moved
into Colombo to start our con-
gregation there and in 1961 we
moved into Paranthin to start
the Medical Clinic for ths bene-
fit of the refugee settlers after
the 1958 troubles,

patt  of: jour

We began mission outreach
and development projects in gz
gerious and orzanised way South
of Elephant Pass when we pos-
ted the Rev. S.Jeyanesan gas our
Worker in that area in May
1979. We look back to the ten
years of outreach work in that
area with graat gratitude to Goi.
The work has been truly bless-
el of Ged. We ourselves find
it hard to believe thit thare are
now twenty eight centres of work
Pastors and
four assistant Pastors in - that
-arga. The crying need Is for
these  centres there
the needs of very poor cnildren
under five years and a commu-
nity  developmoant programme
based from the centre, Wherever
there is a sizeable Christian com -
munity regular services are held.
The Diocese decided to mark
the Ten Years of Work South
of Elephant Pass with a Thanks-
giving Ssrvice at the Church of
Christ the Kiag, Kilinochchj
on Saturday the 6th of Octo-
ber, 1989 at 1000 a.m. Fellow-
ship lunch followed. Thers
were more than 700 participaats
at this function.

Conference of Asia at this Con-
sultation. He was able to meet
with Sri Lanka Task Force also
at the W. C. C. during this visit
In Norway the Bishop attended
first a four days Coasultation
of the Norwegian
from the Ist of June. Bishop
Kingsley Swampillai of the Batti-
caloa Diocese of the Roman
Catholic Church also participated
_in this ‘Consultation. He later
took part in Norwegian Church
Convention from the 3rd tothe
9th of July at Bodo in the
North . Norway.
Desmond Tutu and Makubulu
fram Southern Africa were also
at this Convention. It was very
encouraging to note 1he great
interest evinced by the Norwe-
gian Church leaders and Chrixti-
an people in the prob]cms of
* the Third ‘World,
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Homes & Day Care Centres

1989 also marks ten years of
our rscent work among children
of the poor. The mission did
run orhpanges in the earlier era,
but the [ast of these were
closed in 1961 when with the
Government take over of Schools:
Governmant Grants to the or-
phanages ceased. We revived this
work with the starting of the
Arulmanai boys’ Home at Mani-
pay in December 1979. Other
Homes and Day Care Cealres
soon followed and we have to-
day seven Children’s Homes and
forty-eight Day Care Centres
and one Home for Disabled
Children. There are 450 child-
ren in the Homes and nearly
2700 children in the Day Care
Centres. We receive financial
assistance for about 80 percent
of the expenses from organi-
sations like the KNH - Germany,
Duich Inter Church Aid and
the Christian Childrea’s Fuad
of Canada. Besides these we
provide Hostel Scholarships to
nearly_one hundred aand fifty
students at Jaffna College and
at the Uduvil Girls" Cellege
supported by the Trustees of
Jaffna College Fuands. The
Christian Children’s Fund of
Canada also supporis about
three hundred more students
attending various schools. This
ministry we are convinced is
proving an immense blessing to
the poor families froem which
these Children come.

More about our Homes &
Day Care Centres

During the two years uader
review there have been some
developm:nts at our Homes and
Day Care, Centres.

Harriet Winslow Girls’
Home

At this Home we are happy
to have esompleted the Ist and
2nd floors of the block for
which we had completed the
ground floor in Macch 1986,
When the first floor was com-
pleted we had a function at
which Dr. Mrs. €handra Ambala-
vanar declared open that floer
on the 4th of August 1988..
The building work proceeded
and we were fortunate to have
the Rev. Eric Gass of the
UCBWM deleare open the second
floor " on the 29th of April,
1989. This Home has now enough
accomodation for about 90
children. The Home also hasa
sizeable Poultry Unit to serve
its needs.
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Voices of A Silenced Nation.

(continued from 5-1-90 issue)

However one woman said to us:
“We choose to use the word ‘racism’. Peopte draw the
lines by racist coanotation. Evea if ‘ethnicity’ wouid prove
te be intellectually correct, it is still used primarily to
soften the issues. People who waat to talk about ethai-
city’ instead of racism are the same ones who speak of
‘gender relations’ rather than ‘sexism’ (Voice No 21)

When one listens to the disavowal of racism, the best case that

can be made for this position is that the Sinhalese are fearful
that racism analysis prevents the world from seeing the proe
blems that the Sinhalese face, The Sinhalesc have great dif-
ficulties and there needs to be attention given to these,
However our role continues to be to raise the conditions
of racism that do, in fact, continue to exist im Sri Lanka.
Mereover, it is important to note clearly that racism
could be the source of more difficulties than is immedi-
ately spparent.

*“We have missed the real issue - allowing the Tamils to

have thzir aspirations fulfilled. If this is addressed it will
go a long way te solve all ou: preblems. No problems
will be solved until this one is. The rights of thc racial
minority need to be protected. (Voice No 22)
There is racism in Sri Lanka and while we need to be sensi
tive to all the pzople of this country, aay efforts that result
in silencing the naming of racism only . prolongs the suffering
of all the people,
BREAKING THE SILENCE
Psalm 72 : 12 - 14 ‘“Yahwah rescues the peor who call to
Yahweh, and those whe are needy and
neglected. Yahweh has pity on the weak...
and saves the lives of those in need.
Yahweh rescues them from oppression and
violence. Their lives are precious to Yahe-
weh’? :
The central message we received in Colombo is that the global
community is ignorant about what is really happening in S.
Lanks. S = e
' “There are over a 100 killings a day in Sri Lanka. More
than in Palestine. More than in Lebanon. Even more
than in South Africa. But no -one kaows. Why doesn’t
the world knew?” (Voice No 23)
Even the formerly effective [amil network seems to have been
jammed by the regional and globsl media power of the Tadian
government. The people of Jaffoa indicated that there is a mes-
sage they want the world to hear amd they want the WCC to
speak it:
1. There is needless killing all over 8ri Lanka. Tamil and
Sinhala people are dying. Let the world kaow this.
2. There is no civil administration in the North and East.
There is only martial law.
3. There is no Tamil controlled eommunication in the region.
No. TV, no radio, and ao newspaper. They have all been
closed dewn.
4. This situation could explode amytime.
5 This situation will be resolved when Tamil people have
their security. Security for us coasists of keeping our land,
having [ull citizenship rights. maintaining our language,
the devolution of powers te the proviaces,
equal access to education, employment and humaa services.
As a result of this input. in both Ceolombo and Jaffna, the PCR
team makes these rzcommendations, all of which arise from
specific experiences and conversations:
1. That the Programme to Combat Racism (PCR) and the
World Council of Churches (WCC) will do everything
possible 1o alert the world to the actual conditions in
Sri Lanka.
2. That the WCC will support the presence of the Inter-
national Red 'Cross that has fisally been invited te Sri
Lanka.
> 3. That PCR urge the Commission of the Chueches on  Inter-

national Affairs (CCIA) of the WCC te imvolve itself
more deeply in Sri Lanka immediatelv and respond from

its own perspective.
4, That & rategics be developed that could culminate in the

presence of United Nations Peace Keeping troops in Sri
Lanks.

5 That PCR witl undertake anoual persenal visits to Sri
Lank: and stav in contact with the National Christian

Counecil «f Sii Lanka and the Church of Seuth India in

R

and having -

Sri Lanka.
MEANWHILE, UNSPOKEN HOPE

“Before Sunrise I call to you for help. I
place my hope in your promise.”

The people of Sri Lanka are uadsrgoing an extraordinary erdeal.
Their words are not filled with hops. But one sces hope in
their actions, sometimes quite simple.

In 1983 a Tamil family, just after the pogrom against the
Tamils and at the same time that four adult sisters and brothers
left for other countries, built a new house in Colombo aad
named it ‘our Heuse of Hope’.

With theusands of refugees stranded in Jaffna during the
worst atrocities of the IPKF, and when there was no safe way
to transport food gathered from arouad the world in Colombe>
Church of South India pastors drove baek and forth, inspite of
the danger, to deliver food to Jaffna.

A hospisal, formerly occupied by the IPKF and pock-marked
from violence, seryes out - patients while patiently waiting for
the peeple to trust they can stay overaight to have their medi-
cal meceds met, without reprisals from the IPKF.

One person said: “In Jaffna, when the bombing stops
shildrea go to tuitien (school).” (Voice No 24).

A group of Tamil and Siahala religious leaders in Celombo
are meeting to prepare a statement for justice and peace in
Sri Lanka. They are riskily preparing this statement for mig-
natures apd it will then be published and circulated.

Picture m line of youag girls around 12 or 13 years of aga
dressed ia their white scheol uniforms with blue bows blowing
as they walk along. Picture them laughing, giggling, talking and
carryimg on with their lives as thesy pass the IPKF sal'dierl
who have their guns pointing nonchalantly at the girls, ssemingly
unaware of the joy of girls. '

Psalm 119:147

the

Prepared by the members of the Sri Lanka PCR Team Visit,
namely:

The Rev Dr. Yvonne Delk
Ms Erica Kyle (Australia)
Dr. Jeane Sindab (PCR staff, Geneva)
The Rev Joe Agne (USA)
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BETHLEHEM

by Peter Schutt, translated from the German by
Robert Porter

If we discount, all

that pious legend has added--

ox, ass, shepherds in the ficld,

angels, the star, and the Three Kings,

virginity aad theelogy,

there remains an event

that happens every day in the Third World:
somewhere between Delhi_and Benares,

betweea Bahia and Santiago,

between Saigon amd Danang.

Without the care of a physician, undernourished,
vagrant, and with little assurance that the
father is reliable,

2 woman brings a child iato the world,

which either lives or dies with its mother:

still in the cradle, it languishes away,

dies of hunger or of consumption.

From time to time a little mite like this

has good luck; he becomes familiar with
hospital and school

and gets enowgh to eat. Then the Wise Men
from the Orient proclaim: a huwan being

fas becoms a human being. Rather certsin, that he,
should he try to assert his claims,

will come into cenflict with the authorities.
They’ll finish him off, and those less courageous
will celebrate him as a martyr;

the murderers will embellish his life story
until it has become easy to live with

and, well, Christmasy.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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EDITORIAL.

Remembering A Civil Rights Leader.

third Monday ia Janua

vance

The U.§S.

this year.

A man of vitality and vehemence
scene ia Amerizan politics with the Montgomery bus boycott in
US, sparksd by a black woman namsd ROSA PARKS who re-
fused to get up and take a back seat whea a white man boar-

ded the bus,

King, a Baptist Minister, standing out as a beacon of black
statemanship in the land, along with a few other leaders held
that a low profile accommodation for a segment of the pspula-
tion of U.S. is inadmissible by law in public transport and
isa gross paradox in a country which believed that it is no

synchronises to

Congress has mandated the

the dot with Kiag’'s

King burst

ohservance of
Martin Luther King’s birth date as a national holiday on the
v, every year. This year the observance
has a special significiece chronologically, as the date of obser-
birthday which
fails on the 15th of January 1990, which is the third Moaday
ol

into

trick to believe in freesdom only when it is comfortabls.

tatives of 13 colonies

“Liberty,”” President Ford had said on the occasion of
the Bicentennial in 1976 at Philadelphia Hall where represen-
Declaration in 1776, *‘i

Signed the

living flame to be fed, not dead ashes to be revered”’

King and his
walked anywhere and

long as blacks
ful protest.

Reason is a small voice but it is psrsisteat. Tae atmos
phere thercfore became charged. It was not an easy time for
King. Amidst the broken glasses and shattered window panes
of his porch he stood, while wayfarers glanced, some ruefully

-others spitefully

Fa o o o on g ¥ oW g MM’\MMM’WJ{\NM'}-’

first silently uttered as he looked

our readers.

The Story of his well known culogy tater at This home”
church — the EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH — on the 4th of
Febcruary, 1968 two monihs before his death, is well knownie—} -
now publicly uttered ‘‘Say I was a

drum major for justice, Say that [ was a drum major for psace, -
for righteousness

The words

compatriots
everywhere without

at the debris, and said

I just want to leave a

behind,” now belong to history.

Montgomery,
and Arkansa are place names where lot of justice grew out of

Alabama, Seima,

the pain that happensd in these towns.

The concluding words of Presideat Reagan in January
1986, addressing an audience of school children in an elemen-

tary school at

Washington named after King

holiday in U. 8., are significant:—

“Ultimately the great lesson] of King’s life was that he
was a great man who wrested justice
of a great couatry because

to seize™,

Birmingham,

refused to board a bus
boarding a bus so
Were rclegated te back seats. It was a peace-

“I have a Dream”
on the scene of wreckage.

committed

Little

cn

feom the heart
that country had a heart

Rock

‘ the first
occasion of tac obssrvance of King's birth date as a Public

the

5 a

and

life

:
$

MORNING STAR

A Y W P W bk |

We wish to inform our readers that
due to rising costs and the increase
in the pages of the Morning Star we
have revised the annual subscription
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as follows:
INLAND Rs. 100-00
EUROPE, AUSTRALIA
& MALAYSIJA (Air Mail) Pounds 10-00 or
Equivalent’

U. S. & AFRICA (Air Maily Dollars 15-00
INDIA, PAKISTAN &
BANGLADESH (Air Mail) [ndian Rs. 15000

i

Registered asa Newspaper at the G. P. 0. Sri Lanka under Ne. Q/J/104/89
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(Continued from page 1)
Levi Spaulding Boys’ Home

We regret we have 1ot H:21
able to proceed with the first
and second floors of the block,
the gronnd floor of which We

completad in 1987, Wa trust
we will be able to raise the
funds to compelete it soon.

We were however, able to add
to the facility of the Home
by purchasing a Water Tink ad-
jaeent to it and owned by
Jaffna College. We paid a sum
ef Rs. 70,000/- for the Tank,
The Home also now has 2
boundary wall on its Northern
boundary.

Shalsmnagar Boys’ Home

The Shalomnagar Farm pro-
ject was started in 1932 aad
sincz thea a stronz community
has grown around the Farm.
A Day Care Centre was started
in and it continues to function
efficiently. We began to feel
the need for a Boys Home at
the Centre and started it on
the 6th of October 1983. The
Rey. A. Jeyakumaran, Secretary
of the Council dedic:ted the
Home. The Hemz has
forty-five boys of school going
age. We are looking forward
to improving the facilities of
this Home as soon as possible:
We purchased an ELF Van in

January 1989 to transport the

children daily to school.

St. Peter’s Girls’ Home
Vavuniva.

We started a new Girls Homs
in Vavuaiya, purchasing a house
oa 12 Lachams of land at Ram-
baikulam within the Vavuniya
town area. The Home was dedi-
cated by our Bishop on the 20th
of September 1989. There are
32 girls ia the Home now bet-
ween the ages of six and twelve,
A temporary hall was added to
the house and it is hoped to pro-
vide some more additions to in-
crease the accommodation.

New Day Ca_re Centres.

“‘The following-Day CareCen-
tres were opened duripg the last
lwo years.

Niraivanallur

Niraivunallur is a new village
at Shalambaikulam on the Vay-
uniya-Mannar Road about 10
miles from Vavuniya. A new
building for a Church and Day
Care Centre was completed and
the centre was dedicated by our
Bishop on the 11th of January
1989. The Day Care Centre has
mores thap sixty children. The
Rev. P. R. Navendranugoolan
was responsible for starting the
ceatrs .

Anaicoddai

The Day Care Centre at the
Anaicoddai Church was started

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

now

Loving Memory
of

11th Year

Brigadier Y. David
(The Salvation Army)

‘““Years May Pass away
But your memory will
never fade away’’

Mrs. M. David & Family

1700, Cotta Road,
Rajagiriva,
Colombo - 8

prayer by the Bishop. To be-
gin with the newly constructed
Vestry of the Church and the
Church 1tself was used. Now
however a new building fo house
the Day Care Centre is nearly
complete. The Rev. T. Thevane-
sam is the Manager of this
Centre.

VELANAI

A Day Care Centre at the
Velanai Church was started on
the 23rd of January, 1989. This
was declared open by the Bis-
hop. The Rev. T. Thevanesan
is the Manager of this Centre.
Velanai once again has become

_an active Church Ceatre.

Araly.

The Araly Church members
became keen to be invol\rcd_ in
social uplift work in their im-
mediate surrounding and decided
to start a Day Care Ceantre for
poor children. They extended the
Lambert Hall in the Church
Compound and added the neces”
sary facilities for a Day Care
Centre. The Bishop declared open
this Ceatre on the 14th of August
1989, The Centre fulfilling &
great need amoag the poor of
the area.

Thevakiramam.

Thevakiraman is & rcceat col-

ony that has sprung up near
the Christa Seva Ashram anfi
the Christian Theological S-n?l-
nary at Chunoakam. The Dio-
cese purchased a piece of land
five lachams in exteat from the
Ashram to start a Commuaity
Development Centre there.
Mrs. Rammi Thambiappa labeur-
ed hard to get this Centre star-
ted. The Bishop declared epen
the Day Carc Ceatre on the
22nd of August 1989. The Ashram
and the Seminary students and
Staff are also actively co-opera-
in this programme.

Uduvil

The Udvvil Church Womcn'__s
Fellowship started a Day Care

Centre at the Church Parish
Hall in April 1989. This s

again serving ;he poor familie?
in the commuaity. Mrs. Ramm!
Thambiappa i$ agaia the person
largely respomsible te get this
project starfed.
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