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Anniversary of the A. C. M. 1816 - 1991

175th
The Beglnings of the A. C. M,
— A, E. DUNNING
The begming of American

foreign mission may be traced
back to a few men and women
of large faith and consecrated
spirit, One of these women
was the moether of Samuel
J. Mills, Mills entered Williams
College in 1806. In that vear
& missionary prayer meeting was
held by a few of the students
under the shelter of a hay-stack,
znd from the date of ihat
meeting the history of American
foreign  missions practically
begins.

Two years later a sociely was
formed in the college for the
purpose of begining “a missien
to the heathan™. From Williams
College Mills, Gordon, Hall and
Jame Richards went to Andover
Seminary and there asseciated
ethers withthem in the same pur.
pose, In 1810 Mills, Newell, Nett
and Judson requested the Mas-
ssachusetts General Association,

which that year met at Brad-
T« dord io furlies ihsic purpose
to pre the Gospel to heath-

en lands. The Association wel-
comed the petition of the young
men and the American Board
was organized with nine Com-
missioners, five from Massa-
chusetts and four from Cen-
necticut selected by the associ-
ation for one vear’s service.

The next year the General
Association of Connecticut sel-
ected its own commissioners,
The receipts for the first year
were dollar 992.52, The next
year, by the will of Mrs. Mary
Norris of Salem, whose husband
had been one of the founders
of Andover Seminary, the Bos-
rd received dollar 30,000. This
bequest probably was one of the
reasons which prompted the
prudential committee to apply
10 the Massachusetts legislature
for & charter, which however
was bitterly opposed, and pot
granted till 1812, By the charter
the Board was made a Self- per
petuating body. Ia that year, Feh-
ruary 6, Judson, Hall, Newell,
Nott and Rice were ordained
in the Tabernacle Church, Sal.
em, to establish & mission in
Asia. In June Judson and Ne-
weil, with their wives, landed
at Calcutta, but were ordered
home by the British East lidia
Company. They found passage
on a vessel boun! for the
Isle of France, which they re.
ached after a long voyage with
many hardships. There Mrs.
Harriet Newell died at the ag
ol cighteen, after sending home

to her iriemds messages of faith
and love. The story of her
brief life and her devetion to the
cause to which she wave it,
kindled in this country an enth.
usiasm for missions which dou-
btless accomplished far more
than she could have done if
ske had lived to do actua)
service in the field. Not only
did money for the werk flow
freely into the treasury, but
multitudes dated their conversion
from the time of, their reading
the memeir of this missienary
girl, and Churches sprang into
being from thc stery of he,
willing sely - sacrifice.

Judson and Rice became Bap-
tists, and their change of views
led to the rormation of a Bap-
tist Missionary Society in 1814,
Hall and Nott finally reached
Bombay, where they gained
permission to remain, and by
them the first mission of the
_Board, that to the Mahratias
‘of Western India, was estublis-
hed is 1813. 1In 1816 Daniel
Poor, with four associates, ope-
ned a mission in Ceylon on the
Island ef Jaffna,

Emergency Relief
Collections

Collections faken on one Sune
day in November in the Chur-
ches of the Jaffna Diosese for
emereency relief work brought
in Rs. 59, 457. 25. The Diocese
also received contributions for
the same purpose from St. Lawre-
nce’s School Literary Associal-
ion, Wellawatte Rs. 1, 500. 00;
Christias Tamil Drama & Mousic
Seciecty, Colombe Rs. 7, 014, 10;
Tamil Christian Fellowship Chu-
rch, Toronte Rs. 16, 664, 75:
Fmmanuel  Singers, Toronto
Rs. 29, 055. 00. The Dioccse has
uiilised these funds alone with
the other gramts from church
agencies abread for providing

dry rations to refugee families.

Correction
We regret that under
the news item M. M. Tho-
mas on page 2 of the

issue of 14 th December,
the word institute was
inserted by error. Dr-M. M.
Thomas is now the Gover-
nor of the State of Nagai-
land North - Eastern
"India.
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WANTEP IMMEDIATELY

¥
Resident Doctors with

M. B. B. S. for the unified

Medcial Service of the Jaffna Diocese of the Church

of South India.

Salary:-

Apply Before:-
To:-

Negotiable

5th  January 1991

The Acting Medical Superintendent
Me Leod Hospital
Inuvil.

2. RESIDENT HOSPIT

AL SECRETARY

Wanted Resident Hospital Secretary for Mec Leod Hospital

Inuvil with experience in Acceu
with Typing Knowledze.
Age:- Between 45— 55

Salary:- WNegotiable

nts and | administration Preferable

yéars

Apply before — S5th January 199]

Apply to::-

The Acting Medical Superintendent,

Tt b - ¥ - .y
Inuvil,
THE NEW GENERAL
SECRETARY OF THE
0 G A

At the General Assembly of At the time of eclection, The
the Christian Conference of Rt Rev. Joha Victor was serving
Asia held in Manila in June #s the Bishop of Multan Diec-

1990, The Rt. Rev. John Victor
Samucl (59) was clected as its
General Seeretary for the mext
five yearss.
1961 — 63

1963 — 64
1965 — 67

General Secretary, S
Asia Resource [Person
Pastor in parish and

ese of the Church of Pakistan.

He held the following posit-
jions before his consecration as
Bishop in 1969,

. C. M. Pakistan
, with Methedist Church in U, S.A .
District Superiatendent,

Methodist Church, Karachi

1967 — 68 General Secretary, N.

Other Experience

Moderator of C. C. A, Developme
President of C. C. A,

Modecator of W. C. C. Commiss
and World Service (CICARWS)

C. C. Pakistan

nt & Serviec Programme Commitles.

ion on Inter-Church Aid, R afugees

Slovenes opt for
Independence

The Slovenes are ome of the
important cthnic minorities wit-
hin Yugoslavia slong with the
major Serbe - Croatiaa group
which formed nearly two third
of the country’s population. The
Slovenes having been part of
the couatry have cootributed
to its name Yugoslavia, Now
however, in the wake of ethnic
groups asserting their national
identity. they were given the
epportunity of registering their
wishes by a plebiscite. The

Digitized by Noolaham Feuadaidomn page 4

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Relief to Refugees

The Jaffna Diocese of the
C. 8. 1. has helped with ninteen
lorry loads of dry ratioms in
the form of Rice, Flour. Dhal
Sugar and Milk Poewder aod
also Tea Leaves, Candles and
Boxes of Matches. Thirteen lo-
rry losds  were breught imto

the Jaffoa Peninsula, two scui
to the Easterm Province ana fo-

ur in the areas south of Elep-
hant pass. The main bulk of
these provisions was distributed
to 53 camps with about 30,000
refugees in Uduvil, Sandilipay
(continued from page 4)
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The Archbishop of Canterbury's

Message

Christmas 1990

ROBERT CANTAUR

Each yesr 1 welcome tha
opportunity to sead vou my
greetings and good wishes for
Christmas, but this is the last
Christmas letter [ sall write
10 you all as Arehbishop of
Canterbury. This, for me, has
been a decade of discovery, a
decade in which I have come
to kmow the Anglican Commun-
ion. Each successive vear has
added to the pumber of my
friends in the Communion, as
I have visited new places and
met new people, and 1 shall
long semember the  clourfu!
scenes and friendly faces that
bave come to mean so much
{0 me.

Traditienally Christmas is a
time fer the family. We focus
our attention on & tiny baby,
with Mary his mother anil Jos-
sph, and we sse in them a
medel for all human familics.
Families rcunite at christmas,
and imstinctively we recognise
the family in all its forms as
the most fuadamental institut-
ion in human society.

Churches are also families. I
ereel you as members of the
Anglican family of Churches.
We are related by kistory,
common beliefs and practices.
and by mutual care and affect-
ion. We cherish our family
likeness,

Recently in Korea 1 have
szen how beautifully our liturgi-
eal tradition cam combine with
Koream imagination and precis-
ion. Earlier this year I wat-
ched Bangladeshi grace and sim-
plicity harmonise with Fuchari-
stic devotion, and oo many
previeus eoccasions I have seea
Anglican  spirituality enhaaced
by buoyant African enthusiasm.
Anglicaa  Christianity  always
seeks to root itself in Jocal
soil and elothe itself in Jocal
dress.

Diversity ol membership is
no threat to Anglican unity,
vet during the past decade the
collapse of the Anglicen Commu-
Rion has been regularly predi-
cted. We do mot rely on a
ceotral authority, nor elaim 1o
possess a model paticra of faith
and order. Like the Orthodox,
we cherish our tradition of regi-
onal autonomy, even when ji
puts our fellowship under strain.
Diversity need not separate us

Nor does suffering. Who can
deny that the cry of the Pale-
stinian people has brought eur
Church in Jerusalem closer to
us all? It iy far more thag a
presence 4t the historic eradle
of our faith. Who -am deny
that the events eof this ycar

have alerted us to our Diocess
in the Gull? The birth panogs
of a new order in Southern
Africa or the dreadful conflirt
in Liberia — all these agenies
affect our family life as surely
as any doctrinal debate. The
prayer for Terry Waite and his
family has been fer me a power-
ful sign eof the unmity of ths
Anglican family.

In my travels among you over
the years, T have always sought
te encourage our relations with
other Churches. 1 have seen for
myself what  Anglicans have
contributed te the United Chur.
ches in South Asia ard ameng
the brave Christian sommunity
in Chioa. When I was in South
America in May, it was clear
te me how our small Anglican
Churches in Chile, Peru and
Paraguay could provide a bri-
dge on which representatives of
larger Churches could meet and
talk together. Anglicans ignore
their vocation if thecy ignore
other followers of Christ. We
do oot claim completeaess, we
are pilgrims toegether, canfident
in the special gifts we can offer
to our brothers and sisters ia
Christ,

But unity i3 not an end in
irsell. All good families opea
their doors to non - members,
especially to those with no
home of their own. As Chnurch
families, we must do so again
this Christmas. We mus:, ag
families, congregations or nati-
onal Churches, offer the hospi-
tality denied to the child Jesus
and his family.

Recently I visited a medical
foundation in London for the
victims of torture. There were
peeple from many nations and
races. There was a  crowd of
Kurds and there were Christi-
ans from Somalia and Upganda.
It was a place where degradat-
ion and compassion., tragedy
and gracc, were present in equal

measurs. | shall treasure their
words of greeting more than
any Christmas preseat. ‘‘Weg

are psople who know very little
about the Archbishop of Canter-
bury, but wo all koew one
thing - he is a friend of refu-
gees.”

we rcjoice in
of Ged.
practise

At Christmas
the gencrosity In our
festivities let us His
hospitality, care lor the stran-
ger and the and in
doivg so, welcome Christ again
hearts and lives.

refugee,

1plo our
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SOLVENES - .

( Conlinued from page c¢ne)
Slovenes have overwhelmingly
voted for independence from
Yugoslavia.

We are yet to wait aad sce
if the Goverament of Yugosia-
via will sead in its Air Force
to e¢liminate the Slovengs who
askcd tor independence in the
name of the wunity, iantegrity
and sovereignty of Yugeslavia,

RELIEF ...

( Continued from page one)
and Tellippalai A. G. A. Divi-
sions. These camps were provi-
ded with weekly food packs for
four weeks in succession. Ano-
ther 22 camps also in the same
arca with about 10.000 people
were provided with ope week's
food packs.

In addition to the above, &
week's supply were given (o
600 families ia Pasaiyur, 600
families frem Palaly who arc ag
Uduvil and nearly 1,000 families
in Delft. The Diocese has alsp
provided more than 3.000 mothers
with children under one vear
of age with Milk Food packets.

The Diocese is maintaining
for over five months now. one
refugee camp at Shalomnagar
with over 250 families. Raeliel
rations for a few weeks were
also supplied te refuges families
at Cheddikulam, WNiraivunallur,
Vavuaiya, Oddaruthankulam.
Vaonivelangkulam, Bharathipus
ram, Munkund:.  Konavil, Palli-

“kudah, Teyapuram, Murusumod.

dai, Visvamadu and Poonakary.
So far the Diocese has spent
more than six Million Rupees
on this relief programme,

The Diocese is appealing for
more (fuads to continue with
this wark for the most needy
of the refugees. The necd now
seems to be for clothes and
medicines. The more than millien
refugees displaced from [their
homes will need colossal sums
a3 aid to go back and rebuild
their homes when it is possible.

Catholic Bishops Appeal

for Talks
The Conference of Catholic
Bishops ia Sri Lanka at its
recent conference decided to

appeal to the Sri Lanka Govera-
ment and the militaats in the
North aad East te cease hosti-
lities and bring about a  Settle-
ment of the ethnic conflict
through negotiations.

The Pope himsclfina Christ-
mas message has appealed to
world leaders to ceasc eppress-
ion and respect human rights,
and thersby ¢nsure pcacc among
all peeples.

A Christmas Payer
O LORD our God, we tura from
a world distraught by confusion
and tumult to worship at the
cradie gof a Dittle Child Whose
power shall yet bring good wili
amoang men and peace on earth.
We ceme with the simple
;sdo ol t ho came long

?ﬁgﬁgold of r-yal

love, the fraakincense of our
mmtercession, the myrrh of our
bitter sorrow, and these we offer
at His feet,

Muay eur worship today renew
eur courage, streagthen our
deterinination and guard oUf
inward pcace, that we may move
among our fellows as those
whose sense of values is based
ou Thine cternal righteousness
aud on the firm foumdation of
Thy throne.

Whatever darkness may lie
upon the world, let Thy light
so kindle our faith that ajl
whese ives touch ours may
find their gloom dispelled and
their faith renewed. Through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

In Lovig Memory of

Mrs. Kirubaimany Samuel
died  30-12-1976

Mr. Edwin Samuel
(died 25-41969)

Mrs Irene Padmini
Arulrajah

(nee Samuel)
died 30.-1-1989

R

Though you arc gone
you are always in our hearts

Loved oncs

A LETTER FROM THE
TRUSTEES OF JAFENA
COLLEGE

Dcar Colleagues and Frieods,

It s with beavy hearts that
tee Trustecs of the Jaffua

College Funds hear and rcad
dctailed reports of what our
friecnds are enduring in the
Jaffna arca. We read and heax
with horror of atrocitics commit-
ted against innocent people, of
the attacks on hospitals and
schools and homes; of suffer-
ings for lack of eclecirieitys
fuel, and food; of homeless-
ness! of the violations of hy-
mas rtights, and net forgetting
the thousands ef desd, among
whom may well bs friends and
leved ones.

We therefere wish (o express
to you our profound concern
over the effects of the civil
war 4n Sri Lanka. W sympa-
thize with your sufferings: we
admire your courage 10 endure
them; and we pledge our utmost

support for ail vour efforts to
survive and to continue the
work of the Church in Sri
Lanka.

With Affection aad Admiratien,
Telfer Mook, President
Eric Gass, Secretary
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