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Women’s World day of
Prayer

The Women’s Fellowship of
the Diocese had a whole day’s
programme on March 2nd 1990.
The morning began with a wor-

ship service at the Women’s
Centre Chapel, Maruthanama-
dam, conducted by Mrs. A.

R. Tambiappa. About 50 women
from 15 parishes participated.
This was followed by a very
theught provoking Bible study
led by the Rev. Dr. Henry Vic-
tor ef the Jaffna Univercity on
“Christian self  uoderstanding
in a Multi Religious Society™.
Many seem to have hud their
traditional beliefs and attitudes
shaken.

The

Women's centre hosted
those

present at Junch. After
lunch those present were taken
to Inuvil to visit Mc Leod hos-
pital, House of Hope and the
newly opened Day care centre.
Later the Mission Sales Centre
opposite the hospital which was
closed since the TPKF offensive

_was_cefemoniously, .opened’ by,

M@s S Somaundaram  (fo-mer
Principal of Uduvil virts Engiish
School). This sales centre will be
managed bv the Women's Fel-
The Women’s World-
Day of Prayer service was then
held at the Uduvil Church at
3 p m. The order of service
this year was made out bv the
Women of Czechoslavakia. The
women of Uduvil parish and the
school led the servics backed by
the choir of Uduvil Girls Schoe!l
who provided us with good
music and siuging. The Rev.
S. Balasine  Vicar of St.
John’s Chundikuli, gave the
message on ‘‘Peace and a bri-

“ght future®.

The day came to an end with
Fellowship tea at the Parish hall.

Bible Study - on Women’s World Day of Prayer-

-by Rev. Dr. Henmry Victor-
Christian Self — Understanding in a Multi- Religious
Society.
There has been much soul hist that prompted to change
<eirching on the part of all the self - understanding of
C.ristians ever sipce che Romai Christians by re - discovering

Catholic Church through t.ne
Second Vatican Council (which
met during the period 1952 1965)
issued. on 28 Octeber 1965,
the Nostra Aetate, the declara-

tion on ‘‘the relation of the
Church to Nomn - Christian
religions’”. In this docullnux?t.
about Islam, Hinduism, Budd pism
and other world religions that

wre nol Chrstiaa, We read tuce
following; .
The Catholic Church  rejects

pothieg of what IS true and

holy in these religions. She
hu‘ g high repard for the
manaer ot life and conduct,
ihe preccpts anu doctrines
which, altoough differing 1
maqy ways from her own
teaching, nevertneless Giic.u
Teiiect a Tay of that  tieh
which enlightens all  meo.

Dy the last Ty yEam o

heligve

so the Chrisuans, |} >
with ihe heip of the Spirit ol
God who guides us into DEW
truths, have besn exploring
affesh the relevant Chnsuan

attitude towards their neighbours

whe do not share the same
religions faith as theirs. In do-
ing so they have also asked

serious questions about them-
selves and their ewn faith.

1t was the increased awareness
of the multi- religious context
with which went the Christian
acknowledgement ef the saving
activity of God among the people
outside the visible Church, the
seriousness of the content of the
other religions, the devotion
a:d integrated commitment of
tte Muslims, Hindu¢, and Budd-

The Eventful

Eighties - the

Decade that was

What we coll the beginning is often the end.
And to mike an end is to make a beginning.
Ti¢ end is where we start from.

— T. S. Eliot

Ancther ten years have gone by - already a fleeting moment

in hisiory @s we gaze into ancther decade stretching ahead of

us. Whilst the past decade may bhe just ‘a brief moment in the

expanse of histocy it will probubly go dowa bn record as one
of this century. :

of the maost eventiul

When the decade began
¢bout than che - ful

there was more to-be

gloomy
The only cause tor joy seemed to be the

~and is known as the

reiease of the American kosiages by Iran. The cold war was as’

entrenched as ever and in fact the temperature dropped even fur-
ther with the inaugur.tion of that
Ronald Reaman in Washington and
the ailing gereniocracy in Moscow. Regional conflicts rawed with

trigger

the contipued

happy cold warrior
succession of

the sup:ir powe:s iavalved by proxy in most of them. Afganistan,

Frhiopia, Nicaragua, Lebinon, Tram - f-5q were the main areas of
At the stime time aumerous other localised liber-

mujor conflist
ation struggles conti.tisc.

Sec page 6)

« { certain neglected Biblical tradi-
tions. The change ia Christian
self - understanding, naturally,
demands not only a change in
Christinn life style but also in
our missiological medels which
the Church is slewly bringing
about. It is precisely for this
reason that the Christians speak
of the concept- and pratice of
dialogue with people of other
religions. The World Council
of Churches, for her pari, has
established in Geneva the unit
on “Dialogue with People of
Living Faiths’ which at present
is headed by the Rev. Dr.
Wesley Ariarajah, a Methodist
minister from Jaffua. The Catho-
lics also have a similar centre
to promote Christian dialocue
w th people of other faiths which
functions from the Vatican city

astitlte for -luver-relig T
togue. In that sense Christians,
throughout the world, accept
inter religious dialogue, with its
varied dimensions, as an inte-
gral part of Christian life style
and mission.

However, our concerm here,
this morning as we observe the
“World Day of Prayer’” is not
to study the theory and practice
of dialogue, which, of course,
is a very important subject to
study, but to explore certain
Christian attitudes towards the
people of other faiths that mav
help us to pray intelligeatly for
these people. But before that
we may want to note that the
words such as ‘*non-Christians®
and ‘‘people of other faiths”
are themselves inadequate to
describz  the . devout Hindus,
Muslims,” or Buddhists and may
(XxJress gertain ‘uu-Christian”
altitudes towards them.

The fellowing Bible passages,
among many others, will help us
to clarify attitudes that is requi-
red by a Christian who wants
to take his/her multi religious
context mere seriously. (a) Amos
9:7. (b) John 21:20-22, 25.
(¢) Acts 5:33-40. Martthew 13:
24 30,

(a) Amos 9:7:- This is contr-
ary to the concept of election
found in Amos 3:2a which is
often taken as the only smpha-
gis in all the books of the
Hebrew Scriptures. Over against
the notieo of *God’s elect”
here we read that God has no

favourites, If the seholars use
the term ‘*particul.rism” for
3:2a, then they say “‘univer

Particularism
concept of

salism” for 9:7.
led to a narrow

~God’s zclivity while universalism

e
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

e e L

Pontifical =

under No. Q/J/ 104/ News/89 « The Morning Star,’
Established : 1841: A Christian Weekly: Published Every Friday 182, First Cress Street,
= : AFFNA.
Vol.- 150 Jaffna, Friday 16 March 1990 No:- 11 J
2 15 I[COUSNESS EXALTETH A (NAZION BUT SIN IS A REPROACH TO ANY PREOPLE i

demanded that we ook beyond
our 'boundaries as well _lnd dis-
cern God’s saving activity. God
is the liberator. He liberated mot
anly the Isrelites (from Egypt)s
but also the Philistines frc_)m
Crete), the Syrians (fro_rn Kir).
... (the list, obviously, 18 not a
complete one! It is passible to
keep filling the list!) We may
also mote that the liberation qf
Philistines from Crete, the Syri~
ang from Kir, and likswise, the
others from other places, are
not recorded in the Bible. T_he
fact that these, (other liberative
acts, apart from the liberation
of the Isrelites), are not recor=
ded jn the Bible do not inany-
way negate the liberation of the
Philistines, Syrians, and others
by God.

(b) John 21:25. We noticed_ just
above, that though, according to
God, He/She was involved in
the liberation of the Philistines
and the Syrians, the Bible some-
how has not recorded these
activities of God. It is impos-
sible. and perhaps 0ot nccessary,
to record all acts of God’s
liberation. In other words, what
is recorded in ths Bible (and,
therefore, what is known to us)
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of what actually nappened
(and happens). Acts of the

Apostles is another good exam-
ple for this. ¥t only covers cer-
tain “acts” of Peter and Paul
leaving the ‘‘acts” of James
Thomas, John, &nd so on. There
are many verses in the Bible
that are similar (o 21:25. For
example read Colossians 4:16 in
the light of. recording God’s
acts! With 21:25, it will be in-
eresting to look at 21:20-22.
Or may be we should have
looked at that with Amos 9:7.
Do not be jealous (like Peter!
What about the Israclites in
Amos 9:7 or Jomah!!), if Cod
wants fo bless someone else too
with the same blessing with which
God blessed you. Are we upset
that Mahatma Gandhi may
be in heaven, in spite
of the fact that he was poc
baptised? Also, do not be
impatient with God, if God
deals with people by ways that
you do not expect. j

(c) Acts 5:33-40, Matthew 13:
24-30. Do uot be quick to judge.
Suspend all your cendemnation.
Wait! Wait!l And wait!!l! Be
cautious like Gamalizl. If you
fight without knowing, you may
end up fighting with God! Do
not be arrogant. Do not be
cock-sure. Learm to diseern and
dissover God and God’'s ways
of dealing ‘among people with
fear and trembling, for God's
saving activities may take pl.ee
in a variety of ways and in
pumerous places. The Bhagavad
Gita, the sacred scriptures of
the Hindus, says: *Im any way
that men love me in that same
way they find my leve: for
many are the paths of men, but
they all in the end come te
me”? (4: 11)



16. .03. 90

THE MORNING STAR.

Vol: 150 2

OBITUARY:

Chandrs Kulendran died on
February 13 in lhospital in
Strasbourg (France), afier a long
illsess. Her funeral service took
placc sm February 19th at the
Church eof the Dominican Fathss
the church in which the Angli-
can community in Strashourg
hoid their reguler Sund a ¥
Services. The Kulendrzn family
have been regular members of
the Aaglicsa congregation since
their arrival in Strasbourg.

The service was attended by
about 100 People with several
members from the f{amily of

Chandra aad her husband Jothy -

who was accompznied by their
children Gihan @md Priscilla.
The Sri Lankan Cemmunity
was well represeated. People
bad travelled long distances not
only from other par:s of France
and frem Great Britain but alse
from ether comtiments - Canada
and Sri Lanka. Among the
Anglican  congregation there
were met only many of Chaadra’s
friends from Britain but also
some members from Africa and
North America, 1t was therefore
& serviee which was truly
worldwide. It was conducted
both im English and Tamil.

Canon Barney Milligan, the
Anglican chaplain, led the service
with the Revd. John Murray,
assistant chaplain, who read the
lesson in English and led the
prayers. The leston in Tamil
was read by Mathus Johan and
prayers in Tamil were led by
Packiyaraja Soosai. The Tamil
choir was acrompanied en the
violin by Mrs. Gowri Bonnzy
and 1 solo in Tamil was sung
by Mrs. Shanthy - Sathivathaya-
Tan. Mr. Norman Oakley was
the oreaiist. Around the coffin
there was a mass of flowers
given in tribute by family ani
friends.

Ta_his sermon, Canon Millizan
spoke of his own personal
friendship with Chaadra, 'n
which. as he caid. he knew he
was speaking for many others.
H: declared that even when
Chandra was having a bad time
or suffering pain, he had never

been to visit her without feel-
ing refreshed and  invigorated
by her compinv. Th: courige

and the spitit of Chandra were
not only something we remein-
bered; not  ouly  som=thing we
taanked God for tadav: but
also a ontinui g eur.chiment ef
our lives now and in the future,
This was what life in the spirit

of God was all aboult. This
was a sign of liviag the risen
life of Christ.

The burial took place at
Cronenbourg cemetery, in the
preszoce of mnearly  &ll  the

congregafion who had been at
the church service. Each person
present, including the children,
individually = paid . their final,
affeciionate respects to Chandra
at Lhe graveside.

, The

News from England.

The colour of a person’s
skin.

There are very few countries
in the world that cam claimto
be free of racist attitudes. Al-
most evsry society has its reser-
¥alions and hostilities to those
who are of a different color,
language or religion. EBach is
bad as the other though some
how  differentiating  between
peoples on the basis of their
physical appearance secms even
more abominabie. Which is why
apartheid in South Africa has
long besn a focus 4f interna
tional opprobrium despite the fast
that many other couniries are
much worse with regard to
human rights abuses.

Here in Britain, howevsr much
it is denied, racist attitudes per-
sist. So mueh so that a special
body exists te leok into com-
plaints of racial harassment and
discrimination. The perception
of such attitudes were recently

reinforced by the furore
raised. whea the govern-
meat anaounced that 50,000

Hong kong Chinese wesuld be
allowed to enter Britain prior to
the Chinese take over of the
island. Several Tory MP’s and
others denounced the move and
refused to allow the Chiaese
to enter their Constituencies.
Miad you-these Chinese are Bri-

‘tish Passpert holders. However .

when the government. recently
announced that upto 500,000
whites in South Africa would
be eligible te enter Britain as
British citizens there was not
the Jeast murmur of disappro-
val. Oh, well .. if you are white
and Anglo-Saxon alls well Jack!!

OBITUARY:

We regreet to recard the death
which eccurred at Manipay in
the early hours of Wednesday
the 28th of February 1990 of
Mrs Grace Manonmany Theva.
sagayam of Erlalai South,

The funeral Services were held
at the pursonags Manipay on
Thursday the Ist of March and
ar Erlalai, on Saturday the 3rd
Mor:h 1990. At Manipay the
Rev. V. N Tharmikulasingam
conducied 1he Servies and at
Eriaiar 1th: Rev. D. R. Ampala-
vanar  the Circuis  Pastor
¢ nducted the service. The Rev.
A. V. Jesuthasan paid the tribute,
Rev. D. S. Thiagarajah
preached the Sermon. Special
anthems were sung by the
Manipay church Cheir and by
the Christian = Theological
Seminary Choir.

The Committal rites were
performed by her youngest son,
the Rev. Thevanesan. The
deceased leaves behind besides
her husband, Two sons, Two

daughters and grand Chiidren.

OBITUARY.

Mrc. Sam J. Kadirgamar, Q. C
died inTndia on Monday the 12th.
of February. His body was flown
to Sri Lanka aad cremated
at Kannatte on Thursday the
15th.

He was an eminent member
of the Sri Lankan Bar for nearly
five decades. 15 years after he

joined the Bir, he was called
to the English Bar by the In-
ner Temple.

Mr. Kadirgamar was 72 years
old and had an outstanding
carcer at Royal College having
won the Dom Horst and J.E.R
Perera’s memorial prizes for
reading, ths. Sir Ponnambalam
Arunachalam prize and the Cecil
Perera memorial prize fer His-
tory.

He was reputed to have had
ene of the finest collections of
Ceylon Books.

A reputed jungle man whe
made his mark asa fine Rifle
Shot had to bring down the
bull elephant that threa -
tened to break free from the
stockhade built for Pannamura
Elephant Kraal.

He was an athlete, Golfer and
accomplished soccer player.

He was the eldest son of the
late Mr. Sam. J. C. Kadirgamar,
proctor and founding member
of the firm *“Wilson & Kadir-
gamar”, and the late Mrs.
Parimalam Kadirgamar (Nee Mat-
her). He is survived by his
wife Saro (Nee Navaratnam) and
son Arrjuna and d aug hter
Sakunthala Rajasingham who lave
settled down in (he States. His
sister Iswari was mariied 1o the
late Dr. Dharman Richards-
There of his brothers Selvan,
Rajan(Rear Admiral in the SriLan
kan Navy) and Thirumalanathan
(Planter) predeceased him. His
youngest brother Lakshman who
was in Geaneva as an 1. L. O
Advisor, has resumed practising
as an advocaie in Sri Lanka.

The late Mr. Sam XKadirgamafl
was a grandson of the late
Mudir.%.C and Mrs.Kadirgamar,
and of the late Mr. &
Mrs. Edward Mather of Manipayv.

A service of Thanks Giving
will be held on the 15th of
March and his ashes will be ip-
terred at the General Cemstery
Kannatte om the 17th. of March
1990.
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Publications for Sale

“The Word, Men & Matters’’

In Five Volumes

being the writings of

The Rt. Rev. Dr. S. Kulandran, Retired Bishop of the IDCS [.

Availabie for sale : C.L.S.,

Jaffna

Thiru Marai IHam, Jaffaa —
Jaffna College., Vaddukoddai

Rs. 200/- per set.

A- Kadirgamar
Acting Director, CISRS.

CISRS, Ashram, Maruthanamadam.
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Psalm 23

From the violence and tragedy of Sri Lunka comes

this

re - interpretation of a well known Psalm.

O God, yeu ar¢ my shepherd,

put I lack many things.
you lead me to dry lands

and leave me in the deserts to wander.
Many times my spirit is robbed of me.

I cried for justiee within me.

[ sought for justice in your mpame.

But all around me was cruelty, brutality and oppression.

When I walk-through-the valley of the shadow aof death,

I fear and tremble.
For 1 am all alone.

I do net find your comforting hand beside me.

The table that yow have prepared before me, O Lord,

it stinks with rotten food.

1 am hungry and weak; but how cam 1 partake of that food?

My enemies and friends scorn me and ridicule and langh at me:
You annciat me with coals of fire.

God it hurts. It really hurts.

I am burnt and bruised all over.

1 yearn for goodness,

for love, understanding and mercy.

Tell me, O God,

is there a place for me too in your house?

But still, I'll coatinue to hope ia you.

I have nothisg to hold onto.

except You, O God,

becanse you are my only hepe,

my strength,
and comfort.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Some 350,000 applicants have, according to
news reports, forwarded their applications for 2500
vacancies in government schools. Normally the
selection in done by the Ministry of Educational
Services at one interview, at which the applicant
presents his qualifications and his credentials. This
year a new scheme of ‘‘Appeals” from protesters
and of weight given to Janasaviya recipients (who
have the basic educational qualifications) has made
the recruitment more complicated and time -
consuming.

Editorial

Appointments in government service have no
doubt to take account of the contemporary climate
in the country. We live in an era of heightened
sensitivities. At the same time we have to continue
to proclaim through rhyme and reason that the gol-
den blessings of PEACE in the land are closely
entwined with an efficient and dedicated teacher-
cadre in our secondary schools.

In this context, a valid point to be borne in
mind is the dwindling ranks of male teachers in
the Profession in Sri Lanka. According to recent
educational siatistics, there are more lady teachers
in our schools than men .. We do not subscribe to
Bernard Shaw’s jaundiced view that «High school
is teaching you nothing except to bscome a high
school mistress’* But what we are concerned is the
seriousness of the situation in Sri Lanka, where
teaching as a vocation has lowered so precipitously
making ambitious young men seek other fields and
pastures. (49 per sent of the population of Sri Lanka
are women, of whom 33 per cent are girl$ under 14)

Another irend iu~which education needs consi-
derable re-thinking is the ‘beaten -track” syndrome
that has afflicted the student population. The grind for
grades has become a phoebia for the Jaffna student
from the Fifth Standard Scholarship Examination to
the G CE (A/L) Examination.

While we congratulate the 1150 Tamil students
who have been successful at the V¥ th std. Scholar-
ship Examination last year (1989), what we are not
happy about is that student performance at this
examination, so early in a student’s School career
should be made a veneer of privilege for entrance

- to prestigious schools in the “island without any

‘N%)gn;ition of a student’s interests and aptitudes

.outside; his academic pursuits.

t is good to eucourage students to set their

ACh(

icademic sights high but at the same tims it is
t]ﬁa duty of our schools as we face a new mille-

i students
the

n, to se¢ that the ambitions of our
Dr. Devanesan Nesiah has pointad out at

J

«Yhundikuli Prize giving) ¢are not narrowly defined

in tens of social prestige and economic status’.

( Conlinued from page One )

The world economy was just beginming a shaky recovary
from the recession of the seventies. Exzpeaditure on armaments
increased massively while faminc stalked mauy parts of the globe
notably Afriza. . Mankind’s blinkered stumble through history
scemed set to be the same.

How different it all seems new. Where the sighties began

* with-pessimi$m rife, we loek to the nineties with far more hope
and optimism than oae could have dreamed possible.

A sca ehange in inlernational affairs has taken place. A
dramatic change as well in the individual lives of many has ta-
ksa place. A dramatic change as well in the individual lives of

/ THE<MORNING STAR.

Registered asa Newspaper at the G. P. O. Sri Lanka wnder Ne, @/J/104/8%9 News
Printed for the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of Seutk India at Amcricas

Ceglom Mission Press. 132,1s1.Cross Sirect Jaffwas on Friday, 23 February. 19

smd bublished byths Rev. T. THEVANESAN,182,First Cross Street, Juffna

many has taken place. The past decade has showm the nobler
aspects of humanity brought to the fore as never before. The
individual’s yearning for freedom and justice and the willingness
to pay any price fer it transformed the latter half of the desade
sad especially the last year inte one glorious pasaa of praise
for freedom.

Fifty years after the commemcemsat of World War II the
barricades to freedom put up as a result of the two tyramts
Hitler and Stalin were being torn down. Barope onec divided was
bscoming whole again. Chusehill’s famous phrase *‘Iron Curla_m”
was thraatened with oblivion. The cold war is no more with
regional conflicts selved or being solved.

The catalyst fer mest of this has beca a mo:t.remarkubll
man-Mikhail Gerbachev. Aptly named by Time Magazine as maa
of the decade it was he who set the wheels in motion. Whilst
latterly he has been forced to react rather .than to lead events,
nsvertheless he showed the pragmatism and vision needed to bring
apbout these dramatic changes. Some credit too to that aging cold
warrior Reagaa for accepting Gorbachev and the hopes he held

forth.
What of Sri Lanka?

For our lovely Island the decade begam in relative peace
though with gathering thunder clouds on the,hor_izon. The fiecadu
that ended has surely been the bloodiest in its ‘long history.
Initially Tamil versus Sinhalese then latterly Tan}ll versus the
[ndian Forces aad Sinhalese versus Siahalese. It 'I'll be a black
chapter in our history which we will remember with much sor-
row aad litsle joy. Daspite this the cloud overhead does appear
to have a silver lining. If those who purport to be_ our leaders
have imbued any wisdom at all from the past tragic years and
also seen what has happened in the rest of the world there

might yet bs hope for our pcople.
The Diocese in the Eighties.

In 1980 the Jaffna Diocese’s boundariss extepded fn.)m
K.K.S. in the aerth to Usas - all withia the Jaffaa pem.nsula ‘.'“h
the church in Colombo and the clinic in Paranthan being slmost
freakextension. At the beginning of 1990 the bouandaries hwc. been
extended to  Vavuniya wi}h _extemions now inte the Batticalea
District ia the Esst e

This dramatic growth has been the main_ stery ot: ous
church in the cighties. Fram being 3 somewhat iasular, n-:udd_le.
class, comservatiye church it has now become ldynl.tmn,_ v:bra..m
church that has demonstrated through the harde:'t cff '“_“‘_“‘- its
commitment to its peoples in their struggles. This 1df:n*.|l|cat1.n
with the poor, underprivileged and dispossessed has in turn re-
sulted in this dramatic shift ia the size and structure eof the

Diogese.

The outreach programmes of varieus sizes and v'ul:icty have
reached out to a population that was omce not a significant part
of the Diocese’s membership. The middle class structure of its
mémbership has been irreversibly changed for the .bettcr. The
commitment to social and developmental aspects of life has roun-

ded off the church’s image.

During a period when maey of its members, including cle-
rxy left for pastures green, the Diocese has actually grown'
This speaks volumes for the dedication apd en:rgy'of those stil
there and their commitment to the serviee of their Lerd and

=

their community. -

Many Day Care Centres, Vocatisaal Training Cefatres. Fa.rm
Projects, Housing Projects, Children’s Homes, Mobnl_. Cllllef.
Teacher Tra iing Programmes, new Churches, a The.olo;glca'l Semi-
nary - the li't seems eadless. Of the established _mstltunons the
schools are once again leading the way in edueation. The not so

successful aspects of the Diocese’s work ceatinues to be the twe __

main hospitals that are still mot fulfilling their reles, One othv.:.-r
(and pardoa me for mentioning it) is the lack of growt!: of this
paper, the Morniag Star, which while en the verge of its 150th
anniversary is still restricted im content and style.

The failure of many youmg Christians to dedicate themselves
to the service of their eommunity must also bs & -cause for
concern and must be addressed by the Diccese. Much has been
achieved - much is yet to be done. May the nineties be as
fruitful as the decade that has just eaded.

‘Time present and time past.
Are beth perhaps present in time future,
4nd time future contained in time past’.
- T. 5. Eliot -

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

T

y



	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)

