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THE CHOICE OF A MAN

Humans five in :.yihbo‘is. They
are imaginative and ecogaitive
thirough which they cenirive
puwerful images which ia turn
tiwuld and  prepoaderate their
lives. Mental images play a vital
role in all aspeets of human
life. Theseimages are greatly
influenced by _one’s own
personal histery -mnd religious
kistory. The vivacieusness of
one’s life dependson what kind
of images a persomn has formed
and what image er images domi-
nates one’s life.

This is pazticularly true of a
person’s own religous life also.
Our religious thinking aad living
are guided by the religious
images we have formed. This
is true regarding our uaderstand-
ing of Jesus too. As we medi-
tate on the suffering of Jesus
it is important with what i image
we contemplate on his sufferings.
Generally speakmg we all have
a double image of Jessus which
has beean trndxt:oually and hia—
- torically handed dowa
through the faith of the Church.
This is the Divine-Human image.
But most of the time it is the
divine image of Jesus which
dominates ocur thinking of Christ
We cither overlook or _fail to
acknowledge that he was hunan
toe. He was ' flésh and blood
like  ws..

Tetis only: when we Jook at
JesusZwitk the human image that
we osn understand  hi§ strusgles
end pain. It is then we can probe

into-the wisdom (or foolishness)

of his choice and his encounter
with both bumam and divine.
It'is in this context
temptatlons of Jesus unravel the
mystery and paia of his chaice-
the beginning of Jesus® i::onscno_us
cheice of the Cross. One of the
ways that humzms grow towards
fullness is threugh the choices
they make in life. If oaly we
can understand the resoluteness
of Jesus in the midst of pos-
sible opportunitiss er _choices
can we eniet into the mystery
of God’g. reign and Jesus’ divinity.
 The temptation of Jesus as
recorded in -Luke 4: 1-13 is not
mersly 'a story of a divine evil
enceunter or'the’ victory of gsod
over evil. It was a struggle of

2 maxn in the midst of pessible

cheices. It was a struggle whe-

ther qp be powerfllcr net, to be:

te be ‘comfortnble or, not 10 bc-
rich dafe or ‘to be populnr or not,
inskort whether te be'or ‘ot to

beiuw the peopular sense (W‘d'f‘rd-'

1y sense): of the « word.. What

war his ttnlchy going ‘to" ey
vould "

w!&i t?;i' Wif jbe""ggqéﬁq‘

A to us

then the.

. going through which he

Iaternational Womza’s Day
A special place for women

At the A.G.M. of the Mani’

pay Y.M.C.A. held on 10 3.1989
the fellowing were eclected teo
office.
President: Mrs. E.G. ‘Tharmaseelan
Vice-President: Mr. A. Jeyaszelan
Hony. Secretary Mrs. C.J. Lyman
Hony. Treasurer Mr. W.G. Annap-
pah. Other membecs of the Board
are: Messers. W.J.J. Mather, K.8.
Thissairasa The Resv. T. Tazvane
san, Sam Louis, B. A. Jebarajan
and E. Samuel.

have been his by right, He had

the right to claim it.

But we see a mai who instead
of choosing the popular decided
to hold on to the uapcpular.

He chose the unwanted, the
unsafe, the uncomfortable, the
powerless way of life. For the
understood that, this was the

way to. God’s rule, grace, love,
mystery and above all

the popular which was his by
Tight, so. that he could be in
solidarity with the powerless,
the sommon ia order to reveal
the divine.

TEMIPTATION 1.

““If you are ths son jof G.\:'i’
Command this stone to bscome
bread®

What is. the  nature of this
tzmptation? Did Jesus really have
the power to perform this magic
(miracle)? 1If only Jesus had
performed the miracle!!! Wasg
it maerely a temptation to satisfy
a physical need? The response
of Jesus is often guoted with
fallacy to establish that humans
caa physically exist by spiritual
power er to preve the spiritual
superiority or te establish the
absoluteness of the scripture-
This temptation was a deep
spiritual warfare that Jesus was
knew
was going to affect his whole
existence, ‘both spiritual and
physieal. It was a struggle 1o
make certain his guiding prinei-
ples for his life and ministry.

What was the temptation.. the
struggle? What was the decision

- of Jesus? The temptor was testing
- Rim'as te how he was going touse
" His ‘power. - whether he was going
. to use
: .nd for. ulf glorification. Jesus
'_d.eolded. against it.

“it. to satisfy his needs
He decided
“met to usc his God given power,
talénts, abilities etc te satisfy

l‘is cwﬁ nud';. Yu he made

L

ove all God's
“pewer. F= dscided not to choose

‘a’ hnms.n bnig a"

Inter Religious Praycr
Fellowship.

An intere  feligious | prayer
fellowship  probably the first of

its kind was held on Sunday
25th of Febiuiry at 4.00 p.m-
in the Christ Church
Parish Hall. The aim of this

fellowship was to promote inter
religious understinding and  to
increase  coeperation between
different religions. The theme

of the warship was ‘Oneness
of God and

Human Famiiy’.

There were about sixty people
consisting of Hindus, Laity and
Ptiests from various Christian
denominations and  Muslims
includiug Sufi muslims. The
worship consisted of Bajans,
eadings  from the Quaran,
Bhagavad - Gita, Bible and
meditations led by the Rev. Dr.
I. H. Victor. A representative of
the Nallai Atheena Kurukal
read the message of blessings sent
by the Kurukkal,

Jhis fs:llmshsp was. az@n;ud =

by a group of pcople who were
studying the feasibility of this
for some time. After the woc-
ship there was a fellowship tea
and people spent time talking

to each other which showed
the enthusiasm of the people.
It was znnounced the  Inter
Religious ' Prayer  Fellowship
will be held on last Sunday of
every month at 4.00 p,m. inthe
Christ Church parish hall.

It is in this decision we sas
the divine.

It was this strugg'e that drove
him to the wilderness to wrestie
with Geod. And after much pro-
found prayer,” meditation and
thought- he made his deeision.
The time ™ that be "had spent
with God had brought him to

an awarcnss,  an awareness,
that the most carefully
planned projects, his noble and
high ideals, his impassioned
strivings will be meaningless
unless they are directed towards
God. It was this feeling or

awareness that made him delve
mere deeper and deeper - and
deeper into his own nothingaess
and powerlessuess 30 that tae
fullness and the power of God
may be reveaied threugh' him.

This conscious choice of Jesus
challenges us today. We alse find
ourselves in the midst of many

epportunities. How de we mdke

our choice? What is the criteria”
for our choice? Hew are we

going to utilise the pewers we

bave? Making a deecisien .li,kr‘
Jesus is not easy. Itisa strug-

D|g|t|zed by Nodlaham Foundation.
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" Ths Eyentful Eightids--
the Decade that,was? |

The article with the
| a%ave titls  apasdring . im our
last issus of 16. 3. ‘90 was
‘written by Dr, Thayalan
‘Ambalavanar, presently in  tht
U.K. We regret the omission
of the name.

NEWS FROM BRITISH
COLUMBIA - CANADA

Nearly Fifty Catholics snd
Christians of Sri Lankan origin
belonging tovarious denominations
met oa February 23rd 1990 at
East Vanceuver Baptist Church

for the first time in British
Columbia, ia the west coast of
Canada. They met teo discuss

their spiritual needs in reference
to the situation prevailing in
their homeland. The session was
opened by the Baptist minister
of the church The Rev. Kuch
(A Japanese Canadian). He em=-
phasied on the role of the church
in a multi-eultural
‘Society. The entire evening was
made enjoyable and an eppor
tunity to glorify our Lord by
the leadership of Mr. Marcus
‘and Mrs. Thiviam Navaratnarajah
Eastern and Western delicacies
were served and the participants
wers entertained with games,where
the old and the young took part.
The meeting *came to an -eénd
with fellowship singing and pra-
yers, This was a moving exper-
ience to many whe had gathered.
Sri Lankans-Eurasians, Sinhalese
and Tamils joined to pray for
peace and harmomy. 1t is envi-
saged that similar gather_ings
would take place reguliacly in
future.

We need the power {rom
above for which we need 1o
walk closer with God dailyy
Because in this lies the mystery
and power of the divine, the
life abundant. it o S8 B D

gle.

Farewell to
Mr. Kadirgamar

A farewel function was held
on Thursday 25th January 1990
in the Ottley Hall, Jaffna College
Vaddukoddai by the Alumini
Associatiom to Mr. & Mrs. A.
Kadirgamar former Principal of
the' College.

Mr. A. Rajasingam the presi-
ident of ~the  Association te
recajled hew Mr. Kadirgamar
disemssed with = him  with
{ :cc_intinucd__'qn page 6.)
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A Tribute to Daniel
Selvaraja Sanders

by Dr. Richard J. Parvis,
Secretary - General, Inter - Uni-
yersity Consortium for Inter-

national Social Ddvelopment
(1UC18D)

While attending the Natienal

Association of Social Workers

~ conference at San Frangtsco Dan

died -from _an . unanticipated
heart attack. To
who worked. clesely with- him,
there was never any question of
his health or vigor. His passing
has left a deep veid which will
be hard to fill, not ¢nly within
Inter - University Consortium
for Internatienal Sozial Develop-
ment ranks, but in a wide range
of other professional and inter-

nationally affiliated organiza-
- tions. For example, in receat
years, he helped wus eobtain

special NGO (Nen - Governmen-
tal Organization) status within
the United Nations. He also
served on the
Committee of Council on Social
Work Education where he strove

to bring international eontent
and ecomomic development to
the curriculum  content of

Schools of social work in
USA.

Were 1 to begin to respond
ade¢quately in this salutation I
‘would need to prepare several
volumes. However, I will leave
that task for f{uture historian
Knowing Dan, hewould object
vigorously even to these few lines
as being much too lengthy.

the

Dan’s concerns have long
been closely intertwined with
those of IUCISD. Not the least
of these have been the siruggle
for peace over the possibility
of war, the depletion of natural
resources, the suppression of
human righis, over population
and widespread ignorance. He
had a rare ability to see the
good in others with diverse
views and somehow identify the
common facter which would
<nable them to work coopera*
tively.

At the Inter - University Con-
sortium for International Sccial

Development organisation level
we have only begun to see
developments  taking shape,

Many of these were due in no
small measure 10 the encourage-
ment of our recent presideat.

One needs only to pauss and
reflect on our " personal and.
shared experiences at HongKengy

Sussex, Japan, Aland, Monirea_

Patzcuaro, Heidelbuig and Goth
eoburg to appreciate the contri-
tutions which Dan has
persistently made to JUCISD
philosephy u#nd develcpment.
Drawing from his professional
education, which was centered

in social work of  three

countries - Sri Lanka, - Wales and

the USA, he believed ia a

those of us
_with Jaftna

International °

" Truth and Love
(continued from 23. 2. 1950)

The foundation stene of the
Institute’s building was laid on
28th October 1979 by his Excelency

Prof. Howard Wriggins, the
Ambassador of the U. S. A, in
Sri Lanka. The Institute was
formally ioaugurated by His

Excellency Doanald R. Teussaint,

the Ambassador .of the U.S.A.
in Sri Lanka oa 10th May 1981
In 1986 the Institute was vested
College by the
founder, who was by that time
enfeebled by age aud was no
longer physically capabla of
maaaging its affairs. -

The Evelyn Rutaam Institute
for Iatercultural studies js a
non - profit making iastitution
deveted to the cause of promot-
ing the advancement of know-
ledge and iatercultural under-
standing. Providing facilities for

the advanced study of iater-
cultural  relations, promoting
close €o - operation -  among
schelars engaged in the study
of inter - cuitural relations
within and outside Sri Lanka,

familiarizing the publie of Sri-
Lanka with the work of modern
scholarship en matters pertaining
to inter - cultural uvnderstanding
and working for the cause of
peace, justice and human
fellowship are among the princi-
pal objsctives of the Institute.

The lastitute
a readers  service.
monthly academic seminars,
organizes leciures and cultural
programmes besides econducting
English language classes for

proviges a
conducts

multi - disciplinary approach to
meeting problems of human
needs. Never for a moment did
ne lose sight of the mneed for
both economic and human
developwent 1o grow concucren-
tly in paitherships, but he was

cqually coovineed about the
need for teamwork between
all disciplines. This  was ret-

lected not only 1n bis approach
with 1UCISD, bwt within his
university as well. Herehe
helped puild a special working
relationshlp between his depart-
ment and a number of other
disciplines.

But mcere than being a person
with convictions, Dan Constaatjy
workea at interpreting  his
beliefs and thelping translate
these into action even at possible
risk ‘of being viewed with raised
eye brows by some of his more
cautious contemporaries,” None,
however, doubted his sincerity
or willingaess to work construc-
tively with others. The role of
a pxonecr is not always aa
casy one, and Dan was [requen-
.tly in that position.

The impact of his ‘preseace
will continue to be felt ‘in this
ofgaaization and in the world
at- large.

Digitized by Noolaham

“Australia frem 1969 and

OBITUARY.

Dr. Kathiraveln Dharmarajah
born in Malaysia at Teluk "An-
samw, hails from a well known
family in Karainagar. He had
his early education in the pre-
stigious  Victoria  Institute in
Kuala Lumpur and continued
his medical studies at the
Uninversity of  Ceylon in
Colombo. He workcd in Ceylon
after graduating, “then obtained
his post graduate training in
Englapd and returned and served
in Ceylon up to 1963 aad then
moved to Sarawak.  He migrated
to Ausiralia and served in Darwin,
after
retirement served in the Christ-
mas lslands. His fuaeral teok

“place at the Uaniting Church ia

Adelaide on the 7th
1990.

“Dr. Dharmarajah 100L.a lively
interest in the churches in Jaffaa
and was very concerned about
the predicament ef the Tamils.
He used his influence to keep

Australia,
February, .

students preparing fer lan-
‘guage proficiency examina-
tions  conducted by external

agencies. Arrangemeats are beiag
made for conducting language
classes in French and German
rom the beginning of 1990,

The Library of the [Institute
contains approximately 10,000
velumes. A very large propo-
rtioa  of this colliction had
oarlier belonged to the private
library built up by Dr. James
T. Rutnam over a period  of
fifty years, at Guildford Crescat
his residence in Colombo, It
was the best aad  the
reputed among he private Col-
lecuions in the whole island,
Donation made by well - wishers
during the past three years from
a substantial and  valuable
additiea to the Library of the
Institute.

The items deposited in the
lnstitute’s Library iaclude books,
professional academic journals,
periodicals ,and  manuscripts
relating to the history, archaco-
logy, culture, religious, traditioas
and politics of South-Asia in
genesal and Sri Lanka in parti-
cular. In its scope and function
the Library of the Institute is
somplementary to that of the
ni versity of  Jaffma. Many
volumes and manuscripts which
gould seldom be found elsewhere
in unorchern Sri Lanka could be
found here. It 15 an invaluable
asset to all those ecogaged in
the quest for Kknowledge and
academic pursuits: undergradu-
Aates, reseaich - woikers
senior scholars.

The Institute is administered
dy a Directer,

Prthkmenathen,  Profescor of
History, University ef Jaffoa.
‘The Director is assisted by a

Counul of Manwemam consti-
futed in arcordan\.e _with the
provisions of the Constitution
of the Institute.

Foundation.
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-~ Women win their

most

aud

presently Dr, S.

_mli

passion
play rights

MUNICH — Women of the slee
py Bavarian village of Oberam
mergau on Lhursday won an
important court battle over their
male counterparts, giving them
equal rights in the famous pas-
sion play for the first time in
more than 350 years. ;

‘Traditionally Oberammergau
women had npe .rights in the
‘‘tragedy of the suffering and

death of Jesus Christ”, staged
once every decade under a sol-
emn pledge made in 1633.

Only single women up to the
age of 35,' who were supposed
to be virgins, were allowed to
audition for the main roles.

tt;c churches in Austcalia infor
med particularly of the Tamils
twho were suffering. He helped
o support refngees in his villages

n Karainagar. He also helped
a church iu. -Batticaloa which
-uffered due to a cyclone. He
helped - to' establish a Tamil
Sehool in Darwin and was a
founder membher of the Xarnatic
Music Society aad was its Pre-
sident right until his death.

He was a deeply religious
person, wasa loyal and constant
member of the Uniting Church
in Darwin, was a member of
the Parish Council and a steward
and also was a strong supporter
of the Tamil church -servicesa_
the Karama Uaiting Church.

Besides his church activities®
he was an astive member of tht
Darwin Rotary Club, a pes,
master of the Masonic lodge anp

had other recreational alinterests
such as music and writing. He

was in the process of gathering
material on the Tamil people
and was hoping to write a his-
tory of the Tamil people
from his perspective (Extracis of
the tribute paid by Rev. Bernard

Clerk of the Unitiag Church
in Australia, Adelaide).
His sister Mrs. Kanagaman)

Thurairatnam and brothers Dr.
Thambirajah and K. Nadarajah
are weil kaowa former students

of Jaffna College. He leaves
behind another  sister Mrs,
Aruliah.

Ecumenical Worship

An zcumenical worship was
held in the Christ Church at
400 pm. on Sunday 4th of
March. The purpese of this
worship was to ‘bring about
greater understanding and uaity
amopg denominations.

This worship was zn ouicome
of peoples’ desire to have such
gatherings more frequently which
was expressed during the Chris-
t 1as Unity week. Priests from
different depominations will be
cading the worship and study,

The wership on :Sunday 4th
of March was led by the Rev.
Cr.ib) Amndarajan from ths C3I
Caurch. Ths ecumznical wors hip
held on  first Smdny of

cvery meath at4.00 p.n. in th:
Christ Church. ;
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In every area of life, the wheel turns, In no
area in Sri Lanka has the turn been so dramatic

as in the political sphere today 1in North - Bast
Sri Lanka,
“World politics’’, said an eminent political

of a Square
be going

scientist, ‘‘takes on the appearance
Dance, About the time all seems to
smoothly, everybody changes partners.”’

President Jeyawardene opening the Fifth Session
of Parliament on 20. 02. 1985 speaking his mind
candidly, made a pronouncement, the grimmest ever
recorded in the annals of ‘a speech from the throne,
in Sr1 Lanka.

He said, mopping his brow perhaps, several
times during his speech, that ‘it may not be long
before we compromise the very beliefs on which
democracy is built’’. He was referring to a last
ditch battle against the Tamil ‘‘terrorists’’

The «“Compromise’’ referred to, was soon put
into grim effect with the creation of a new Minis-

try, the Ministry of National Security, and the
passage through Parliament of a new Act, the
Preveniion of Terrorism (Special Provisions) act,

with the tightening progressively of the screws of
the new Act year after year, while the blood ran
cold in the veins of the Tamil citizens of the
North and East of the country. Ebbing morale and
growing disillusionment became the ugly basemenf

~of our society,

The Post - Accord period, far from alleviating
the misery, witnessed the presence in armed might
of the 70,000 or more of the IPKF personnel, in
the North and East, entrenched not merely in
designated stations and sentry points but in the
farms and fields, the schools and work place, and
even in the hearths and homes of the civilian popu-
lation who have traditionally set a high value on
the sacrosanctity of their cloistered mode of life.
It was a most depressing situation.

Jaffna, during the years 1987 - 1989, was a place
of restless, clamorous civilians who seemed to have
little in common but their exasperation over an
unwanted assault on their individual freedom and
privacy, as the country muddled through, from one
crisis to another. :

It is in this backdrop, that the present political
development has to be viewed. The Skeletonised
IPKF is moving out with  incredible swiftness.
According to a news report in aforeign journal, an
Indian passenger Liner carries a capacity load of
1200 troops every other day, and two cargo vessels
ferry the military hardware back to the mainland,
The whole operation may be complete before the
last week of March.

After five long years, President Premadasa
would be left free on the ‘‘ground” alone with the
LTTE, uncluttered by any other forces, or any
other barriers to ruminate on those immortal words
of the Bard of Avon, “There are more things in
Heaven and Earth, Horatio, than are dreamt of,
in our philosophy'’.

The distant view 1s, without doubt, hazy. Some
1600 Tamil refugees are in Orissa, having fled the
furn of the ‘wheel’. The Sixth Amendment to the
Constitution continues to be a high point in the
‘talks’ between the Government and the LTTE and
the dissolution of the  Provincial Council yet
awaits a final ratification.

AT REST
Mrs. Athisayam
Vyravappillai
The death toek place on
1..2. 1990 im Australia 12, Furn-
hurse Drive, Glen Waverly, Vie-
toria - 3150) of Alice Athisayam
wife of Mr. C.W.A. Vyravap-
pillsi (retired Post Master)-

A Service of Thanksgiving for
her life and work was held at
St. Peter’'s Church Murrumbeena,
on Sunday 4th of March 1990.
The Rev. A.J.C. Selvaratnam
Vicar in charge of the Tamil on-
gregation, at St. Peter’s, prea-
ched the Sermon. Mr. A.S. Joseph
paid the tribute. The Tamil lyric
sung em the occasion Wwas
QBTG ST &GV L_EIFHT  (GHLDS
8@k. "’

Mr. Joseph in his tribute said
that Athisayam as a member of
the Tamil cengregation of St.
Peter’s church, identified her self
eathusiastically with all church
activities and social events, She
was the heroine in the play
“QurefGsermann’’ staged by the
Sewior Cilizens Fellowship ef
Murrumbeena last year.

She was an old Girl of Udu-
vil under Miss L. C. Boek
walte: and later Miss A. H. Par-
amasamy both of whom she re-
garded as her “‘influenees” in life.
She leaves behind besides her
husband Mr. Vyravappillai her
children - Tapam Sabaratnam,
Ranjitharance Jeyarataam, Dr.
Dharmapalan, Vimalaranee Tham-
biappah, Pathmaranee Stlvarat-
nam, Jeyapalan, Chandrarnce
Selvanayagam and Mala Theva-
palan.

( continued from page 1)
equanimity matters pertaining to
the College activities, Although he
sometimes differed very Vigo-
rously om Certain matters. It

was Chazracteristic of Mr. A.
Kadirgamar to greet him
aflectionately saon after the

hot discussion.
Mr. Sivagnanam recalled that
that Mr. Kadirgamar believed

in the development:of the whole

personality of the students.
Like Jesus Christ he loved

children so much that like the
good shepherd he went~ after
the lost sheep.

Dr. Jebanesan said that it was
eompletely due to the encourage-
ment given by Mr. Kadirgamsr
he is teday a full fledged
seholar.

i

IN LOVING MEMORY
of
Daniel Gunaratnam Joshua

Born : 12 December 1887
Died ; 2 April 1989

‘“Perfecting Holiness in
the Fear of God”

2-Ceor. i

Children.
Son im Law, Daughter in Law
Grand Children.

T

IN LOVING MEMORY
of

Robert John Thurairajah

Four years have passed
away
Like the falling of the

leaves.
Memories of our loved one
Shall ever remain green,

Till we meet at Jesus feet.

affectionately remembered by
. wife, children
and
Loved ones.

No: 5 Dutch Road,
Chavakachcheri.

CORRECTION

In our issue of 09.03.90 The
expression ‘‘re-induction® ia
the firs paragraph of the Edi-
torial should read de-imduction.

Mr Gunaratnam speaking on
that occation emphasised on
the large hearteaness of Mr. A,
Kadirgamar.

Mrs. Shanthakumary  Vigna-
rajah jubilantly expressed how
she enjoyed the classes taken
by Mr. Kadirgamar,

The meeting terinated with a
vote of Thanks proposed by
the Seeretory.

But the relaxed new air in the country after

seven long years, with the civil little truces as the
mountain of pine apples in the Jaffna bus stand
from the South and the lorry loads of Jaffna oni-
ons, tomato and potatoes bound for Colombo from
the North and the Jaffna mail train with passen-
gers mentally relaxed to eat industrially and sleep
cosily along the journey from Colombo Fort to
Kankesanthurai, (symbolic of a change in blatantly
racist attitudes) makes us hopeful that the march
of democracy in the land is inexorable.
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