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ST ANDREWS CHURCH
PALAT

The mission Centre in Palai
was established by the Anglican
Church over a hundred years
ago by the first missionary sen¢
from Jaftna, Rev. Bacchus who
was responsible ‘er Thuildine
St. Andrews Church about 95
years ago. Services have oone
on uninterrapted over the years
Some years with a resident Vicar
and at other times with Visiting

Clergy  from neighbouring
parishes,

From late 1987 the
occupied the Church and the
premises aad no service could
be conducied. They vacated the
Church by end of January 1990.
In order to re-start the work there
the Jaffna Christian Missionary
Association (JCMA) organised
& service at St. Andrews Church
on Sunday 18th March at 3.00
p.m. About 300 people repré;
senting all the Anglican Churches
in the North inzluding Vavu.

niya, Dharmapuram, Karunani-

IPKF

g= -:1g§am,.anfw:iﬂ ~School atteided,
‘The service was conducted by

the Archdeacan of Jaffna who

preached an appmpnate sermon
on the call to mission
outlying

in the
areas of 1he North.
The Palai Christian vouth also
Sang a special lyrie. All the
Anglican  Clergy were also
present.

It was a memorable and
moving occation, when the
gathering went on procession
on the main road, inspite of
the constant dizzle, singing and
entering the Church in precess.
ion. It was a gccat resumption
which the small Christian
community in and around Palaj
appreciated greatly. The gather .
ing broke up at about 5 00p.m.
after tea. It is expected: that
regular services wili be couducted

at St. Andvews from now on.
Correction
We regret the printing error

in our 23.3.1990 issue in the four.
th paragraph of the article it
led ““The Choice of a Maa™. The
entence starting on the seventh
! ne shovld read. *““It was 3 strug-
¢ ¢ whether to be powerful or

not, to be rich orf not. to be
¢ mfortable or not, te he safe
or not!, to be popular or not-

fn short whether to bhe er not
to be inthe popular sense (wor|
¢ ly sense) of the word™.

RIGHTEOUSNESS

EXALEETH A

WILLIAM MATHER

MEMORIAL WOMEN'S
CENTRE

The Annual Festival
Maruthanamadam Women’'s
Centre was held this  year on
Saturday, 10th of March, 1990.
The Praise Service conducted
by the Chundikuli Girl’s College
students began the day’s pro-
ceedings. The children had put
in Jot of time and taleat into
the preparation aond the congre-
gation. comprising a large
number of women from all
shurches in Jaffna, was able o
partake meaningfully at the
Service. Rev. Beanett Balasingh,
the Vicar of St. John’s Church
Chundikuli, opened the Exhibi-
tion and sale, organised by the
Centre - 2 significant feature of
the sale was that the products
on display were mnot merely
those produced at the Women’s
Centre, but the preducts” gifted
to the Ceatre by various Ladies
Guilds, attached to the various
churches in Jaffna. It is a
happy  refelection  that the
Maruthainamadam Women’s Cen-

of the

“tre'is assuming more and mois

a focal point of the varied
sctivities of women at the lecal
church level.

The Festival eaded with a
Fellowship Lunch. For the first
time in three years, the Anaual
Festival of the Centre was able
to restore its authentic glow,

PRIME MINISTER
RESIGNS CABINET
DISSOLVED

Mr. D. B. Wijetunga resigned
from office of Prime Miuister
end the Cabinet of Ministers
was dissolved on Wednesday

28th March. The new Prime
Minister and the Cabinet will
be named oa Friday 30th
March.

Speculetion hinted at
the possibility of at least five
new faces gaining entry iato

Cabinet and the creation of

a numbsr of new portfolios.

WANTED,

A Warden for Girls’
Home at Chavakachcheri.

Apply  stating qualifi-
cations and experience
before 10th April 1990.
Salary negotiable.
.Sec:fetary.

Childrens’ Home Board
Diocesan Office.
Vaddukoddai
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A REPROACH TO ANY

SERIVICE OF
THANKSGIVING.

A Service of Thaaksgiving Jfor
the life of Padmini Arunlrajah
was held at the Holy Carpen-
ter Church, Navajeevanam, on
Sunday, the 11th Mareh 1990,
her birchday-at 7a.m. All resi-
dents of Navajeevanam along
with workers and their families

and those at *‘Canaan”
Tharmapuram were present at
the Service which was
conducted by Rev. A. V. Jesu-

toasan. Special songs were ren-
dered by the children from Nava.
jecvanam & Caoazn. Revy. Jesu-
thasan based |his'sermon on the
text St. John ;Chap. (5v. 1.5
“I am the true vine......... He
that abideth in me and 1ia him,

the same beareth much fruit;
for apart from me Y& can do
nothing.”’ In paying a tribute to

Padmini he said that during the
the tims she was in Navajeev-
aoam because of her child-like
BPpearance and pleasing man-
ners she was Acca to everyene
in the Campus. All those pre-
Seat joined la,ter at a fellow-

sadmini is the eldest daugh-
ter-in-law of the late Rev A C

Thambyrajah and of Mrs. Arul
Thambyrajah,

OBITUARY

The death occurred of Mrs.
Meignanapooranam Sathasivam
a retired teacher of South Erlalai
at her home in South Erlalai
on Thursday the I5th of March.
Her family members have all
played a l¢ading role in the
lifs of the South Brlalai Chureh.

Her husband Mr. Sathasivam
predeceased her. She leaves
behind three sons -and two

daughters Selvaranee,Mahilrajah,
Nivaranee, Manoharan (UK)
and Gaanaseharan (UK) to
bemoaan her loss. Her brother
Mr. T. Thurairatnam of South
Erlalai also died some years
220.

The funeral service toek place
at her home on Monday the
19th of March at 3.30 p.m.
and was conducied by the Rev.

D.R. Ambalavanzar whke also
preached the sermon. He was
assisted by the Rev. T. Theva-

nesan. The Rev. A. V. Jesutha-
san paid a tribute to the life
of the deecased. She was a

woman of sincerity, faith and
full of good works. The burial
took place at the South Erlajai
Church graveyard.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org’| aavanaham.org
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A THANKSGIVING
MEMORIAL SERVICE

for the life of

Subramaniam
Jeyaseelan

Dr.

will be held on
Monday 16th April, 1990
at
3.30 p.m.
at 26, Station Road,
~ . Whavakachehesi.

Relations & Friends
are cordiaily invit ed.

Jaffna College. VADDUKODDAI

Subramaniam Jebanesan
Principal ,

THE SLEEPLESS
SENTINEL

“Thy way, not mine ..”"
Ps. 121.
I lift my eyes high up,
Uate the hills fer help;
From God, who made the heaven
And carth, does come my help.
He will hold fast your foot,
And keep close watch o’er you:
The Lord, who keeps Israel,
Will slumber not, nor sleep.
He wartches over yeu
Aund is your right hand Shade:
The sun will not harm you
Nor shall the moon, by night
From dangers He'll keep you,
And watch over your life,
And all your outings too,
Now and for evermore.

Tune:

By Rosabelle P. Mathiaparanam .

OBITUARY

We rsgret, to record the desth
of Mr. K. Richard Subramani-
am on the 14th of March at
his daughter's home at Chundi-
kuli. Mr. Subramaniam who
hails from Valvetty - Keechchi-
ankadu was an old boy of
of Jaffna College and a pillar of
the Udupiddy Chureh, Having

( see page sixl)
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BY THE RIVERS OF
BABYLON

(An expatriate’s view of
life in Great Britain)

— R. S, Seevaratnam.

As an expatriate Tamil, I
wish to record my observations
about the lifestyles of the
expatriate Sri  Lankan Tamils
presently living in England. In

spite of all the amenities and
comforts that this country
could provide through the ad-
vanced technology the country

is well provided with, it is very
heartening to note that most
of the Tamils with whom [
have had the privilege of coming
in to contact, are quite happy
to return to their homeland
when conditions become normal
and sale. The type of people
who ar: inclined to feel this

way are the new arrivals, the
ones who have: entered this
country after the ethmic riots,

in Sri Lanka that took place im

July, 1983. Those who
have earned British citizen-
ship and had lived in this
country for long periods, un-

derstandably show less interest
in 1e urniag to their homeland
even when normalcy returns,

Life in this coumiry is
the same as we
enjoyed in our

not
have always
own Country.

The Sound of freedom.
smmmmmmmm

The Sound of freedom
Hear it,

It is coming

It is coming slowly

Bout its surely on its way.

Hear it.

It is almost here

Sooa it will be here
Soon we will be free
We will be free

We will love our freedom

If we want our freedom

We must fight for it

We must study for it

We must work for it

But we will get our freedom
The freedom that we want.

- Babara Marin - Rivas

that they are helping fellow

Tamils who are in need.

Thers are, also other Tamils
who are living in this country
about whom 1 wish to make a
few comments, These are people
who ars well established, own
ing large homes sometimes with
swimming pools and quite well
te do. Sadly, they have for-
gotten their language and culture
and their off - spring cannot
speak & word ia Tamil. They

The climate, ~{anpuags, ““fooq, " somelime feel ashamed to bt
culture and other such are Called a Tamilian. While I
quite alien to us. Te ine Teckoa, that it may be desirable

ordinary man in the street, you
belong to one of the three
aroups of people living in this
country - such as Whites, Blacks
and Asians. To him it is hard
to distinguish whether you are
a Pakistani or a Sri Lankan or
a Malayan. Hence, ail Asians,
Other than those from the Far
Bast, are generally callea *Pakis’.
Whatever the good things or
the bad things attached to any
oue particular community hag
to be shared by all the colou-
reds, uniess you are #ble 1o
cipiain that you belopyg 10 a
differeut ethmic origin.

At presest quite a large num-
ber of Jaffna Tamils  iive in
London. They have bgen able 1o
form groups and associations to
help one another and to cater
for the welfare ana geeds of
especially the new arrivels aad
those who are sceking Refugee
Status. These groups have esta-
blished Christian Tamil coungre-
gations, Hindu Temples, Week-
end schoels to teach the Tamul

Language, Music and Dauce,
Weltare groups and Cultural
Associations Lo  fester  Tamil

Drama, Vocal Music and Dance
in the various parts of the
country. Most of those who
are cngaged ia these activities
sacrifice tueir free time and
carry on tasks  without
auy remuneratios S or  financial
assistance fiom anywhere. They
only receive a mental satisfaction

these

to adopt the good things of
their host country, at the same
lime however, this should aot
take place by sacrificing the
language and culture of their
motherland. 1 wish to point
out that other natiomalities living
in this ceuatry are able to
preserve their own language and
culture while mixing frecly with
the ways of life of the country
of their adoption. Some of them
hold very responsible positions

in the public sector and are
very fluent in the English
Language.

Finally, a word about the

younger boys aund girls who huave
entered this couatry in recent
years seeking political asylum
and refugee status. Unless they
are professionally qualified or
with a fluent kaewledge of the
Eaglisk Language, their life in
this country has become Very
difficult. They are suddesly
esposed te a very fast life and
an unkind weather. Away from
their loved ones some of them
find it too hard and are emo-
tionally upset. The various wel
fare groups 1 mentioned earlicr
are trying to help these typ s
of people to find suitable ac:o-
modation, employment  and
teach them to speak, read and
write the English Laaguage.

At the eid of the day, on2’s
home is where the heart is-and
for most of us expatriates, thal
is in our Motherland.

JAMES RICHARDS
HALL

The James Richards Hall of
reside-ce which has now beceme
th" rnament of the Christian
Theological Seminary, Chunna-
kam was declarsd opened by
the Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambalavaaar,
Bishop in Jaffoa on Wednesday
the 21st March 1990, after an
informal brisf servise. The foun-
dation stone for this building
was laid by the Most Rev.
Victor Premasakar the Mederator
of the Church of South India
in 1988.

Mr. A. Kadirgamar the Regis-
trar of the Seminary welcomed
the guests and briefed them
about the history of the Seminary,
He also said that the Rev. James
Richards for whese memory the
hall of residence was dedicated,
belonged to the Pioneering
««Haystack” Aissionary group.
He came to Jaffna in 1816, and
died after six years of labour
in the Jaffna penminsula. He
will be remembered with affection
not omly by the Christians but
also by the Hindus of Jaffna,
as he was a true Missionary.
All the mortal remains of James
Richards remain interred atthe
Mission grave yard Tellippalai

Mr. Kadirgamar also expressed

gratitude to the Bishop for
reviving memories of the life

-and ~werk- of ‘the first generation

of ACM Missionaries in naming
new buildings in the Jaftna
Diocese after them. Some of
them are the Danicl Poor Library
at Jaffna College; Levi Spauld-
ing Home at Vaddukoddai: the
Harriet Winslow Home at
Pandaterruppu; the Eliza Agnew
and Susan Howland blocks at
Uduvil Girls’ College and now
the James Richards Hall followed
by the Benjamia C. Meigs block
and the Miron Winslow Library
at the Seminary. He also mean-
tioned that the present Seminary
i$ in some way & successor to
the Batticotta Semianary establi-
shed im 1823 jin Vaddukoddai
where theolegical education was
was imparted. Later it was
contiuved through Jaffaa-College
and transferred to the United
Theological College, Bangalore
imn 1910. Now through various
discussions, consultations and
decisions the Seminary has been
contextualised and re-established
48 the Seminary here in Jaffna
in 1983. Eight students have
alrecady passed out and work-
ing in the Diotese as ministers
and there are sixteen studenst
at present. MHe also expressed
his gratitude to the visien and
sourage of Bishop Ambalavanar
and for the joy of the fulfilment
of nis dreams im  concrete
Lerins.

The Bishop Rt. Rev. D J.
Ambulavanar offerd the deli-
cition prayer and declaced the
building opend for the use of
the Seminary students. This new
building now has 32 rooms and

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

ASIA ALLIANCE
OF YMC%S
CONSULTATIONS.

The YMCA Moyvement is
erganised into a World body
with the World :'_1"'i§;i_1jancc of
YMCAs as the central co-ordi-
nating body with headguarters
in Geaeva. The YMCAs of the
World are grouped into six Regi-
onal Allisnces. The Asia Alliance
is one of the Regional bodie
which is composed of twenty
aational Movements from Asia,
Australia, New Zealand ‘and the
South Pacific. FRE

The twenty natienal Move-
meants of which Sri Lanka 'is one,
bring together rich cultiire, trai-
tion and influence of all the major
religions of the Werld. In the

Christian mission, the Asia Alli-
ance always sets the pace.

Each year, the Executive 'C,om‘
mittee meets in Hong Koag. Duy.
ing this time, various iﬁeetings
and eonsultations are held, ‘in-
cluding the National General
Secretries conference. I attended
these meetings im February. this
year again with three other. dele
gaies.

The subjects dealt with, ‘brou-
ght to focus, the context eof
Asia and the need for expres-
sion of solidarity with . the peo-
ple of each country. There was
very frank sharing of views aad
agreements reached on joint con-
erns and action for the furure

( continued oa page 6)

it will have 48 rooms when the
2nd floor is completed. These
rooms are of the same 8size
of the rooms im the Andover
Newten Seminary, U S A.

Mr. I, Balasubramaniam, the
consultant engineer and Mr. 5.
Ratpavel the building supervisor
were thanked profusely for the
splendid work they have done.

The contractor Sri also was
thanked for his devoted
services.

Bishop in his remarks endorsed
the historical seatiments expre-
ssed by Mr. Kadirgamar and
added that Mrs. Harriet
Winslow was the first white
woman in the weorld who ever
taught non-whites. He alse
emphasised the fact that the
first generation of misaionaries
were not remembered just for
reasons of antigquity as museum
pieces, but eeliberately remem-
bered for their vommitted and
dedicated services to Jaffna.
the fruits of which are still
being reaped today. A fellowship
tea followed where Bishop and
Mss. Amibalavaaar were garland-
ed and the coutracton
and workman were also thanked
and felicitated with gits. The
formal opening of the Hall and
other buildings will take place
as part of the 175th Anniver-
sary celebratior s of the American
Ceylon Mission in 1991,

e
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Editorial
Political Realities,

A sobering note of severity combined with joy
on the conclusion of 4 war, possibly marked, the
departure of the last Indian detachment from the
shores of Sri Lanka; on ‘the 24th of March, 199p,
The  Sri Lankan State Minister of Dafence and
Minister "of Foreign affairs represented the Srj
Lankan Government at the ceremonial valedictory

“at China B_ay,_.Trincomalce as seen by many on TV.

. also been Ieéported in various centres.

»

ofE
Gandhi Government had not given Fepresentation to -

Worship Services ‘and ‘Pirith’ ceremonies have

The end of
Teturn ef forsign troops
naturally - matters of public
moment in 3 country which has snifered dzep
Wounds in ijtg cconomy and floated ™ in crisis - for
well nigh gix years.

a long drawn out ‘war® and
cngaged in it, are

The de-induction of the Indian forces  1s the
logical Sequence of a situation in .the politic;illy
Sensilive areas in the North and East - whare the
IPKF had become an anamoly after ths recogaition
of the Sri Lankan government, of the LTTE as 3
political party in the democratic main Stream.

There can be little doubt that it wag events
in the sub-continent, during the last month of 19389
that created a Propitious climate for the ground
plan in Sri Lanka envisaged by President Premadasa,

Vishranath Pratap Singh was SWOrn in as Prime
Minister of India_on December 2n4d _ The
National Government at the centre brought to ths
fore, chief Minister Karunanithi of 'T.aznill Nadu
whose debace at the. Lok Sabha elections was amply
compensated by the award O.ﬂf_,ﬁ_;.;ﬂ',(f)___;itj;__-::_ﬁf.., ~Cabin
of i piiutasoli Magan..she cneponrs o
of f. aimtil ‘Nadu  Chier

Mmrst er, | (Ths

Tamil Nady

This Sequence of events across: the Palk strait
and the reported visit of three senior Sri Lankan
Ministers —of State to Tamil Nadu to meet the Chief
Minister and confer with him, quickly charted a
new direction in Sri Lankan politics.

- For. while the tired waves vainly breaking

Seem here no painful ineh to gain

Far basg throuzh creeks and inlets making

Come flooding in, the main

m the Cabinet_).

(A. H. Clouch)

Fa the meantime, Synchronising with the IPKF
‘pull - out* happily without lingering stralns, was a
new mood of buoyancy and optimism that hat grip-
ped the Tamil Speaking people
Edst .

““The Battle of the North- (an  unfortunate
metaphor in the present -political climate of Peace)

was turned into a lusty festival by the crowds
that thronged the Jaffna Fort preciticts, on the

very day the [PKF Teft.
old rivalries in cricket between
Centralites wera forgotten in' the “comaraderie’’ to
relish the freedom in a onee “‘occupied’’ terrritory
and to rest and 8¢t their. breath 4gain in the Jaffna
esplanade. :

The traditional 87 years
the Johnians and

That this seement of the town - the focal point
of all its literary  cultural SPOTES - and  religious
activities - should have been furned into a vast litter
mound for three YE4rs is a sombre reflection of
how military confrontitions can endanger not mercly
life but rupturs « e Seamless garment of our eivi -
lisation:’, '

onfidant”

of the North and

e

THE MORNING STAR.

(continued from page ene)

taken teaching as his career, he
taught jn the Mission Schools
of the' ‘Amériean Mission and
at the time of 'his retirement
was Principal of the American
Missign - English'  Schoo] at
Kankesanthyraj. He was eighty
One years old.

He leavyes behind i
Pahawattupi|ja; 280 a redred
Teacher and two sons §.§.
Sathakury (Londoa) and §. A,
P:riu;)mayagam (London) and
two daughiers Subirtharatnam
and Mabeadraragee and grand
childiey to bemdan his joss.

wife

The fuaeral Service' ‘at  the
home on Saturday  the 17th
Hstane at 2,00 P:m. was'  con-
dueted by 1phe Rev. V. N.
y T'm'makulasiugam who  aisq
Preiched the sermon. The Rev.
N Kathirave|y and  Mr. 8, S
Selvadursi paid tributes o the

life o of fhe dac248ad. Bishop
Ambalavanar said the closiag
Pravers. The remsins  \yere

interred at the Udupiddy Chiurah
Graveyard With the Rey. Thar—
'makulasingam performiag . the
Sommittal rites.

R — __-h-
» Ceoatinged from page 2)

. The * sessions Opened  with
_dsvnrio_ns conducted by the Reyd

Yoshichika Yamashita of Japap_

of . YMCAg, The hesSians  tor
thenye Presentations WETe presi=
Jed over by the Revd. Thierry
Temauri of Tahiti.

The main theme was “Wer.
King for Justice, Making Peace;
: YMCA Participation in Socia]
and Humap Development. 1
There were many sub-themeg
as follows:. .

1. “Colonial and N.uc[car“ by
Tahiti; ;

2. ““Rights of Mineritiess sit.
uation of Maorijes*? by
New Zealand;

S T rights - of disabled

] people™ By._._Mamj;E?ar

4. “Movement BUil(i-i;ng. Iden-
tity and Le"srderl_hi-p Deve-
loment” by Western Samoa;

S *“Youth Lﬂ.adcrship" by
Singapore;

Sri Lan

6. “Laboyr
Taiwan.;

T "Conse‘rvation of Environ-
ment” by Japan;

8. “Social Education towards
dcmocratiz:tian and Rights
of the People’s by Hong
Kong;

9. “The Dawa of an Epech’

~ by Iadia;
-0 “The Mission of'the YMCA

Education* by

- Geod’s Mission’’ by
Burma;

. “Racial Intergration™ by
Australia:

e : -
A2, “Bthnie Cont‘l:ct-et‘:’orts

towards Community Buil-
ding” by Sri Lanka.

Fhe Sri Lanks presentation was
made by Mr Eksith C. Fernando,
President of the National Councij
of YMCAs and supplemented by
My Alagan 8. Kadirgamar, Natjo-
nal Genery) Secretary. . We pre-
szated a very objective picture
of the changing situation of the
country and we were happy 1o
noie that maay countries and
and aational Movements have
been deeply interested and con-
cerned of the situation here and
have showa solidarity with us.

The devotions on the closing
day ‘were |ed by Mr. Eksith
Fernando with participation by
the delegates from the South
Asian region. As asizn of soli-
darity,

Th“- se presid o i s I i S e
F L R } } o e 5__:.1-?—'——‘—“ s = :
e DX DT PRIHS R oriert) P18 Kony),  Two very imaortaat PASSSDLN
Presidant of the  Asia Alliance tions were also made, one on

“Resource Sharing and luter-
movement Co-operation®® and the
other on *‘Lcadership Formatian
on Spirituality and Socia] Trans.
formation.™

The above two Prescatation
took the form of rgports from
two consultations held during
the year. The above presents.
tions were followed by a series
of committee meetings and groud
mectings and sub-regional cop
Sultations. The refleciions of these
groups were brought back to the
Plenary Sessions for discussians
and decisions,

Some of the immediate con-
cerns nceded careful study.
They were:

1. The revival of YMCAs in
China. Centacts had been
made, but formal relation.
$hips will need more time-

(to be centinued)

The events of the last
to the politicy] scene,

few weeks have imparted
sense  of reality.

Mr. A. P, Venkateswaran, a former Foreign Minister

of India, CxXprcsses this

NEW sense

candidly

succinctly in the following words ;-
“The very first thing for Us to understand is thrat the
Tamil speaking people in Sri Lanka are citizens of that
country aad not in our Charge. Often there has been a

tendency 1o overiook this

vital fact when responding to

devclopments jn that island state’,
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