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Sydney Tamil Pongal Festival 2024

On the 21st of January 2024 over 60 organisations got together
and held a vibrant Pongal festival celebrated with over 2500 people.
This event took weeks of coordination and preparation which
required the teamwork of dozens of people to hold such a successful
event. Not only was this event a day to celebrate the auspicious
day of Thai Pongal but it was a day that marked the beginning of
a new and stronger bond between the large Tamil community
that call Sydney their home. As | took part in the preparation of
this event | observed the power of our Tamil community and what
they can do when they work as one, every problem had a solution
and every individual had a role and a benefit they could provide.
| believe that this Pongal event will be continued annually through
the hard work of all involved and will serve as a symbol of unity
and solidarity which showcases the strength of our Tamil community.

The success of this event was the result of weeks of preparation
and coordination and despite any setbacks, the shared commitment
to preserving and showcasing the glorious Tamil Culture acted as
a fuel that powered all those involved to solve these issues and
hold such a flawless event. Everyone involved in the conduction
of this event should be applauded and recognised for their
collaborative spirit and for working tirelessly to deliver such a
memorable day for thousands who all would have walked away
learning something new.

The impact of this event on the lives of many should not go
unnoticed, especially on the younger generation. As a youth myself,
| can confidently say | have learnt so much from this event and
wish to help further organise this in the future. Further, | can
assure you that every young person who came on the Day would
have walked away with new insights into Tamil culture and a sense
of enjoyment from the day. In addition, the prevalent youth
involvement in the event through the inclusion of University Tamil
organisations such as UNSW’s Anjali Society and Macquarie
University Tamil Sangam with an array of performances conducted
by young children from Tamil schools would have also had a lasting
impact on them which creates a strong foundation for the future
of the tamil community in Sydney.

Lastly, the unity displayed on that day and the days leading up
to it was unprecedented, as Tamil groups from various countries,
including Sri Lanka, India, Malaysia, Singapore, and more, came
together and stood united on one street. This gathering transcended
national boundaries and emphasised the common love and
connection for Tamil culture that unites our community irrespective
of the national background. | hope this event acts as a message
to more Tamils around Sydney and all over the world to come
together and embrace their love for Tamil and celebrate as one
rather than divided.

In its essence, this year’s Sydney Pongal Festival will not only
be remembered as a celebration of cultural heritage but also as
a symbol of unity, the growth of Sydney’s Tamil community and
a testament to the strength that emerges when our community
unites for a common cause. This event has showcased the spirit
of the Sydney Tamil community and their commitment to preserving
and promoting their cultural identity and | look forward to the
continuation of this event in the years to come.
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~ Miracles of Saiva Saint
Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva poet/saint, who
lived in the seventh century CE.He is one of the most
prominent saints amongst the 63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s
entire collection of hymns about Lord Shiva is called
“Thirukkadaikappu”. These were later collected to form
the first three volumes of the Thirumuraikal — one of
the principle texts for Saiva Sithantham philosophy.

Siva
P.Abiram
SG

After Sambanthar had finished worshipping the temples of the
Pandiya region, Sambanthar came to the bank of the river Mullaiyar
in Thirulkollampoothoor. On the northern bank of the river there
was a temple known as Vilvaranyeswarar temple, this east facing
temple has two corridors and its main tower has 5-tiers. This
ancient temple is situated on the bank of the river (Mullaiyar), a
tributary of the river Cauvery. As per stone inscriptions, this temple
was built by Chola Kings Kulothungan-Ill and Rajarajan-lll.

Sambanthar wanted to worship this temple, however the river
was very flooded. Sambanthar found a local boat that had been

tied up due to the flood and untied it, letting the devotees get
into it, he was relying on the oars of his hymns to paddle them
across the river. He sang the hymn beginning with the words
“Kottame Kamalum”, which goes as follows:

ASMLLGLD SLDIPLD QS TETATLDLLSINT
BLLLD Oplpul BIDLIDST 2 GTBF
QFeveD 2 [HhFHhid FHaNBUITT ASBTLD
[HELSLDTMI SI(HEIT HLOLIGDT

Kottame kamalum kollampoothoor
Nattam Aadiya Nampanai ulkach
Sella unthuka sinthaiyar thola
Nalkumaaru Arul nampane

In English this translates to, meditate upon Sivan who danced
in Kollampoothoor where the costus root spreads its fragrance.
Sivan who is capable of granting us your grace, we worship you
in our minds! Let this boat be propelled to reach the opposite
bank to enable us to worship him in person also.

By the grace of Sivan, the boat gently glided to the other shore.
Then, Sambanthar and the devotees got of the boat, went to the
temple and prayed to Sivan

To be continued...
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Last month Summary:
Sivakan , a 7 year old kid, came back home
from the temple festival with kith and kin. All
the neighborhood children had come to him to
see what toys he brought home from the festival
fair. One of the toys he brought home was a toy
aeroplane, he asked the neighborhood children,
“Accepting that the aeroplane is made by some
one, is it not logical to ask who must have created
the mountains, river, earth etc. in the world?”

Next day my friends came to our house for
playing. One of them was very sad. I asked him
the reason for his sadness. He said, “We planted
some lablab seeds in our backyard. It germinated
and grew to be a creeper. But yesterday it wilted
and the creeper died!” “Did you water it
properly?” I asked. He said, “We looked after it
properly. But my father told me that it must have
withered because of yesterday’s excessive fog.”

‘It did not happen because of us. It germinated;
lived for sometime and died. Who must have
caused all these?” ‘Why is somebody else
necessary to cause it? Can’t it happen on its
own?’ was his doubt.

This discussion reminded another boy of a
similar incident that happened in his house.He
said, “We have a cat in our house. It mothered
four kittens. All of them survived for two days.
But yesterday two kittens disappeared. It is so
surprising to know that the mother cat itself ate
them up.” ‘OK. The kittens were born, survived
for sometime and then died! Who must have
been responsible for this incident?’

Meantime another boy who was following
the discussion exclaimed, “Oh, is it the same
case with the old lady who passed away
yesterday, in our neighborhood?” ‘Absolutely
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true. No doubt about it at all Everythmg in thls
world, whether inert objects or living beings, go
through these three states. They come into
existence, are sustained for sometime and die
ultimately. Who causes all these changes to
happen? I raised a question.

The children could think no further. They
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changed the subject altogether With that we
called it a day without any further discussion.
Saiva Philosophy Reference: The takeaway
of this story is, that which is born in this world,
will sustain life and ultimately die as the body or
physical attribute of soul will be taken away at
some point of time.
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