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The Innocent Victims

Innocent victims is unbelievably, Siva Ahrooran's first
novel in English. The protagonist Suganya is a war-
widow who has a ten year old daughter. Fortunately,
she is a working woman. That gives her the stamina
and fortitude to withstand the onslaught made by the
Society at different stages of her life.

The Society is represented by the many characters
who criss-cross her life. Satkunam, elderly, influential
and respectable man whose sinister design is bared
by and by dominates the first part of the novel
Sanjayan, the bold, idealist who stands by Suganya,
gives her the strength to face a hostile conservative
society. Selfless, simple and compassionate, he is
the opposite of Satkunam.

Sanjayan's father Murugesu is a liberal, who is ahead
of his times. Dananjayan elder brother is opposed to
his bachelor-brother marry- ing a widow. It calls for a
lot of cajoling on the part of his wife Rajini to make him
come around.

The female characters of the novel are flexible and
rounded. Even Suganya's mother in-law is very
supportive. She persuades Suganya to re-marry and
convinces Ahrani to accept it. Vasanthi, Suganya's
officemate is a tower of strength for her..

The most important strand of the novel is the.

maturation of Ahrani. She has apprehensions about
the man who is to marry her mother. She shies away
from him at the start. But when her mother leaves her
for two days in Sanjayan's charge- and she
experiences first hand his love and concern for her-
she becomes a transformed girl. Written in simple,
lucid English, Innocent Victims is really an enjoy-able
novel.

-S.Pathmanathan (Sopa)
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