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INTRODUCTION
BY
Pr. A. Camarasamy . A. (Cale. & Lon.)

BAr-AT-L AW, Dir-IN-EDUC,

Prixcipan, HiINDU COLLEGE,
JAFFNA.

“Naladiar” was one of the set of eighteen
books (of the shorter type) wSQar Qggaaswa@
which as was the custom, were submitted to  the
Madura Academy for its approval and sanction.
Naladiar obtained its sanction and received a place
among the good ,books of all time.

Naladiar is supposed to have been composed by
& group of Jain Saints somewhere in -the first
‘century A.D. It consists of 400 <Venbas”, and
obtains its name after the kind of its versification
a venba' consisting of four lines,

Naladiar a great work and rightly holds an
honoured place among the classics of Thamil Literature,
It offers a perfect moral and spiritual guidance to
man.. Its aim is didactic and in so far as it
successfully achieves its object, it may also be
considered as a great work of art. It dcals with
subjects like gpw Qurgssr @erun (virtue, wealth,
erotics) and in this respect it bears:a close affinity
to another classic, the Thirukural.

A portion of Naladiar has leen prescribed as
one of the Texts in Thamil for the cambridge. Senior
School Certificate Examination of 1936
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- The late Mr. A. V. Somasundaram who was &
very valued member of our staff enjoyed the repu-
tation of a successful Author and commentator in
Thamil. He 'had served the «cause of Thamil
Education by writing and putlishing school text
books fiomn time to tin . a:d had recently written
a useful commentary consisting of usemr and sm s
sos together with a translation of each venba in
the portion of Naladiar prescribed for the examination,
It is to be regretted that he died before the printing
of the bock was completed. His brother-in-law
Mr. K. Vytialingam of Ward & Davy, Navalar Kottam,
Jaffna has undertaken to complete the printing of
it, and Mr. Somasundaran’s last piece of work will
soon be out.

The Cambridge Senior Candidates have always
obtained great assistance from the commentaries . of
Mr. Somasundaram, andiv is hoped that this present
work also will give them all the assistance they need.:
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Knowing, as we do, that our life is as ephemeral as
the rainbow, let us draw near the Supreme Being, and
 prostrate ourselves before Himn and pray that our
_purpose may be fulfilled.
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If it is possible, for such rich men as have enjoyed
choice meals at the hands of their devoted wives, to beg
their livelihood in the very places of their affluence;
wealth should not be considered stable.
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As wealth is never permanent and is ever changing
like a revolving wheel; you, when you have acquired 1t
honestly, must from the very start share your food with
as many guests as you can- |
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TEven those who rode (to battle) on elephants as
commanders of great armies, if fortune changes, may
Tose their position and become poor, while their wives

ve led away captives by their enewies. R,
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Your days in this existence are slipping by: Death
all fierce is at hand: therefore realise, that all the wealth
you have thus far thought “Permanent” will pass away,
and hasten to do what befits you.
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Having acquired wealth, if you do not hoard it up to
use 1n your old age, but spend it in judicious charities:
you will, when relentless Death takes hold of you, find
1t easy to pass the desert road and reach eternal bliss.
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Harken ye that are hoarding great wealth! Time
allotted to man on earth is never extended. No one
has escaped Death at the appointed hour. Your funer-
al drum may sound tomorrow. Therefore do charities.
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Death with the daily sun as his measure is steadily
consuming your days: and those who do not reap the
benifits of this life by doing good may be well reckoned

among the unborn. Therefore do deeds of charity and
be virtuous.
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. The wealth, of those fools who pride in their riches
without ever giving a thought to life after death, vanishes
- as speedily as the lightening that flashes through the
dark thunder cloud.
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He, who does not eat well, who does not earn ever-
lasting fame and esteem, who does not relieve the
distress of friends and relations, but hoards up wealth
18 considered (by the wise) to have lost it all.

10. s amar Qorw wrrl. -~ wwEaser wig Ber
w%@aa(@rmm srien 0 uflurellégn  greQer,—e.L 195w ~ Srw
ser@ e DE&Tbglb,—e mren S -~ aull@s o awEm gib,— b
o wy Gepmb -~ s e e asByn,—Qs 1985 s&D
tpey Qedwrt - yfurs see sEwBsryes Qedwrird,—

!

(|

® N



2 HIYGULGL'L T

QsT s - GOLSCrsGs  Qarroe,—ausd T3 - Sliral

wimss Gsleasgai—Epour - o sGralugems EussCur

QT ,—2 i & & = L6V Ly & serfleuflaor 2/ 0 @ &8 QaremPais gy—FL
B - @ =%rd Qaigmmassp—Csar [ - @ saf wrew &, —&f -
@sp@s srf. [erqgpam - FL 19 @iy LwefZey - @ueli;, ©guwd
v @Qurger - Qur@der.]

& - Qootwrargm usl  Lydgel aidl@s s Rer s &
STEEEYS TR E S @l dmpr s s 580 sran @EUT Hey
@uirel  @Hw/ET sara@n S préEn LLSTULTS! TS FUFS G

N s se sarar ewsorbileyi Jusilour.

Those who stint in clothes and food and mortity
their bodies, and do no deeds of virtue but merely hoard

up wealth, shall lose it. Oh loard of the ecountry of

high hills! This truth the hoarding bee attests.
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- Knowing that senility would set in, the wise
renounced self and kindred indulgences while they were
yet young. Those who rejoice in tainted and transi-
tory youth, will ere-long move about only with the aid
of staves, : '
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The ties of kinship are broken, those who liked

you are no longer that, the bonds of affection have been
lcosened Reflect on the uselessness of such life, It
i3 like the distress of a man in a sinkings hip. ‘
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Those who cling to worldly pleasures, until they'

bocome so old and enfeebled as to require stanes to
support them or until their words falter, their teeth
drop off and their bodies become objects of ridicule,
will never find their way to salvation.
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Those who foolishly cherish desire for woman who
in her old age will become decrepit, hunch-backed,
shaky-headed and unsteady to need stanes to support
her; will always be subject t0 grief.
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.My mother left ms here on earth and went in
- search of a mother (ie. to be born again). Even her
mother ‘did g0 & similar way. That being so, the Way
of this world is that one mother after another goes in

search of a new mother, (i.e. there is a ceassless chain of
births and deaths).
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The wise never exult over transitory youth Suoh
~ exultation 1s comparable to that with which the goat
~led up to sacrifice nibbles at the fragrant shoots of the

garland which ibs would be executioner holds in his
hands.
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Youth is comparable to the fruits that drop from
the trees of orchard, That being so do not be enamour-
ed of woman, who now looks young and beautiful and
has eyes sharp and bright as the javalin; because this

same might on growing old, lose her mght and be led
about by a stick.
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«What is your age? How strong are your teeth’

Are you able to chew hard and soft food?” Such are the

searching questions one is confronted with. BSuch
being the decaying nature of the body, the wiss never
feel any anxiety for if.
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Do not say “Lit us (first) know what charitable
deeds are, and afterwards do them;” but do them when
you have some means with you and do not hoard wealth.
For, when hot winds blow not only ripe fruits but unripe
ones also fall off. | |
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It is quite patent that Death is ceaselessly searching
hiz victims. e see Him snatch away the life of the
foetus leaving the mother to bemoan her loss. Therefore
do not forget Death, but do now desds of Charity that
will help you (in the worlds to coms). g
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Even kings who rode on elephants with - state
umbrellas overhead, resembling the full-moon over s
mountain top; have succumbed to death. We have
often heard it said “sc-and-so is dead,” but never the

story of one who has escaped death.,
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«As the sun which measures the time of our existence
never fails to rise and set none will live on earth for
ever- 'Therefore Lefore your days are spoilt do deeds of

charity.
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The jubilant drums that sound in the festive hall
may that very day sound the funeral note. Knowing

this the mind of the Wise turns from worldlinsss to the
path that leads to heaven. |
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‘When a man is dead the funeral drum is sounded
thrice at intervals and with the third sounding the body
of the dead is wound in a' sheet and carried away for
cremation by those who are to die. Is there any
pleasure in such a life?
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The notes of the funeral drum appear to be words
of advice to the fool who persists in thinking that there
is pleasure in married life even after seeing corpses
removed for cremation from the midst of wailing
relations.
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When life departs from fhis body, what differencs
does it make. if the body is dragged about, ox embalimed
aud burried carefully, or just thrown somewhere' to be
derided by all? |
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There is no equal on earth to the wise man who,
finding that this body is comparable only to the bubbles
which appear and disappear in rain water; seeks the
righteous path which would deliver him from the throes
of birth and death.
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Let those who are fortunate in having got a strong
and healthy body try to make propsr use of it and
realize the good it is capable of yielding; for the body,

 like 1hist on a mountain top is liable to disintegrats and

disappear in & moment.
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You have often heard that a man had just stood

‘there, sab there, or lay down there, and the next moment
~was dead and gone from his wailing family. Therefore

realize, that this body is as unstable as the dewdron on a
blade of grass, and do charities.
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A bird from afar comes and builds its nest oa a
trae  In a while without any notice to the tre2 it 18
gone and the nest is left to the tree. Like that a soul
is born into a family and for a time lives together as a
member. Then without any notice the soul departs
leaving the body to the relatives.
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Some are vain about the riches they have inherited
as o result of the good they did in the past, and do not
earn for the life to come. Such will deem. married life of
oreat import and finding their desires thwarted, will
ever remain on the threshold much dejected.
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O low Mind! you think you can prosper indefinitey.
You forget deeds of charity, you desire worldly riches
and never think you would die. Even if you do geb a
- steady and long life, you would wasts it. Say! what do
~ you intend doing nexs? '
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A fool in adverse circumstances will lose his confi-
dence and end his days in sighs. The wise who are
able to realize that adversity is the- result of past
misdeeds, will escape the cycle of birth.
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With the help of the former good that gave you
this rare (in cosmic evolution) human form, try and
realize ibs highest benefit. The sugar-cane yields gweg
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juice, so the body also yields good actions for future
benefit and is discarded like the refuse of the cane.
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When the juice has baen extractzd and the candy
made no one feels sorry to burn the refuse of the
sugar-cane, Similarly those, who have extracted the
lasting good this body is capable of yielding, will not
feel sorry to lose it when Death deprives them of it
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Debate not when Death would come now or later but
imagine that it is just behind you and eschew actions
which the wise say are sinful and follow the righteous
path they prescribe.
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Of the great good that man is capable of realizing
even the least action appears on analysis to be varied
in character. It is proper to do actions which will earn
him eternal bliss rather than to satiate the requirements
of the body-.
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The tiny Banyan seed produces the tree Which
eclipses all others in giving shelter. Kven so one little
charitable deed when done worthily will bring ' good
greatsr than the vault of heaven.
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Though people see days slipping by, they do
not feel that these passing days are diminishing their
span of life; and instead of feeling sorry for a
wagted day they are happy that they have passed
a day fairly.
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If T can be sure of the steadfastness ‘andl

longevity of this body even When I feed it by
begging; then will I give up dignity and honour
and take to low and mean begging.
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This ltody is such that one would need stick to

scare away Crows, when even a small piece of skin

as big as a fly’s wing gets torn off. Would those
lusty ones who go into raptures over a youthful and
beautiful woman, wish such a body for their habitat?
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This body is made to look desirable by thu
covering of porous skin which Screens from view the
revulsive matter inside. One should not desire

such a thing but judge it by imagining its inner
nature.
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The wise realized that this body would, under
whatever conditions emanate malodours as a result of
the food eaten. and hence renounced it. What is
the good of chewing aromatic herbs or bedecking
the head with fragrant flowers: will these counter-
act the native malodours?
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When the inner fluids are removed the human eye
resembles the scooped out hollows of the young
almyrah  froit, Knowing this I have determined
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to renounce this world. Will I falter in my resolve
when I hear fools, blind to the truth, comparing
the eye of woman to the lily, the warring .carp,
or the bright javalin? |
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Teeth and bones lie scattered about on the
cremation grounds patent to all. Seeing this I have
determined to renounce this world. Will I falter
in my resolve when I hear uneducated fools comparing
woman’s teeth to jasmine (mullai) buds, pearls and
so forth?
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The body is composed of entrails, blood, bones,
connecting tendons, with here and there flesh and
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fat interposed. Of what sort among these 1is this
woman who wears fresh garlands?
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By the turmoil of the fluids of the body the nine
major openings in it discharge ordure. The fool
sees this body covered by all these various filthy-
excrements, but his sight being dimmed by ' the
gloss of the skin admires 'woman's beautiful shoulders
“and bracelets.
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When this body is bereft of life male and female
vultures approach and tear it away piece-meal. Those
who do not understand this take great pains in smearing

it with sandal paste and decking it with garlands.

Have not these people sesn the final disposal of
these Lodies? :
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The skulls of the dead with their fearful eye-
sockets strike terror into those who look at them
and seem to grin and preach a sermon to surviv-
ing men—yviz: You people! Look at us and take
heed, walk in the path of righteousness, for you
also one day be reduced to this state.
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The bare skulls of the dead grin and terrify those
who imwmured in worldly life and clear them of their
folly. Those who have renounced such life know what
befalls the body in the end and do not atbach any

great moment to 1if.
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Darkness disappers when a light is introduced:
similarly sin cannob exist in the presence of auster-
ity. When a lamp runs short of oil the light gradually
fadez out and darkness supervenes: similarly when

good deeds cease sinful ones predominate.
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Knovwing that nhls body is subject to change,
disease, aging and death, the Wise do what is good
for them. No one will be more foolish than those
who spend their tims in jabbering about such subjects
as grammar and astrology.
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The wise, considering the wunstable nature of
domestic life, youth, beauty, wealth, strength and

sinilar things, renounced this world in order to
reach their goal,
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The foolish, in spite of prolonged suiferings
will long for the fleeting pleasures of married life.
The Wise, having Weighed the changing nature of these
pleasures against their attendant evils, renounced
such life. : G
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My youth has been expended in vain, old age
and disease will overtake me now: O venturesome
mind ! will thou not co-operate with me in finding
the righteous path of renunciation? :
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It is difficult to abandon a wife even if /she
be barren, and devoid of good qualities: so the
learned; taking into account the troubles of married
life, gave marriage the name “Kadi” (i.e. a thing
to be avoided) in their ancient works.
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Those who can stem misfortunes and carry out
their austerities unflinchingly in the face of unbearable

troubles, are the only ones who can be called austere
and righteous.
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The duty of the great is not only to forbear
the .wrongs of others, bunt also to pity such wrong
doers for the suffering they have to undsrgo in hell
for their wrongs. \
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He that can repress the desires that spring
from the five senses (viz: touch, taste, sight, smell,
hearing.) and conduct himself steadfastly along the path
of austerity will without fail attain suprems bliss

(Moksha.)
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Fools, though they see sufferings heaped on
them will not renounce this world but will hanker
after its pleasures. The wise, while in the enjoyment
of pleasures will despise them. For they know that
'pleasures will bring pains in their wa.ke

T-b gBs&THD. Sarbaroin.
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Lot those who honour us do so and let those
who despise us also do so. The insignificant fly
treads and rests on our heads and we are not
angry with it. It is best not to be angry with
any one,
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Those who have the courage, t0 stand without
faltering in their austerity and if necessary die when
o set-back is threatened, will nob let their souls to
stray from the path of righteousness. '
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One who does not guard his spéec'h but uses

hot words will certainly come to harm. The truly

learned and righteous ones will never get angry or
use hot words. | ke
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Even when their inferiors claim equality and
use harsh language the truly great will not be angry-
But the low-minded, in smilar circumstances, will
publish it from housetops and make endless fuss about
i, : .
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The humility of the youthful, the charity of those
of slendar means and the forbearance of the valiant
and powerful ruler, are of real worth.
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Like the hooded cobra putting down its hood
when charmed sacred ash is thrown ab it; the great,
subject as they are to the traditions of high birth,
bear up bitter words spoken in public by low-:ninded
people and direct their (i-e. of the great) minds in
righteous channels. s
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The great will not mistake our forgiveness of
our enemies and attribute it to lack of power or
courage on our part. If our enemies do us some
injury, it is good not to do them harm in return,
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Tre anger of the low lasts long and increases
with age; but the anger of the great will quickly
cool down by itself, like the cooling off of heated waser.
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Even if one fergets the good done to himm and
does some harm to his benefactor, that great and
high-born benefactor Will never do him harm but
will always do him good.
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If a dog bites one there is no man on earth
who will bite the dog in return. If a low {fellow
uses base Words will the great use such in return?
1
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O King of the land of high hills and cool
gtreams! Do not talk to the fool, for his reply
would be nonsense. It is good to avoid him by all
possible means,.
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If any who are not our equals utter something
undesirable we should forbear and direct our thoughts
righteously. Otherwise the great in this ocean-girt
world will not think highly of us and will not
fail to deem us low. ¥
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O King of the harbours on whose cool shores
the bees buzz! If one has got friends Who can tell
him what is good for him, will harsh words of
admonition from well-wishers give him more. pain
than the sweet phrases of hypocrites? = No.
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If one acquires correct knowledge, abides by
good precepts, fears wrong doing, does charities to
earn the praise of the great, and leads a happy life
on his earnings; such will rarely be miserable even
if keset by poverty. |
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If two people become friends and one discovers
som> fault in his friend he should bear with him
as long as possible and if he finds it impossible he
should quitely give up his friendship and not expose
his fault. '
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| O Lord of wood-lands! If your friend harms
you, blame yourself for having merited such harm
and think that it was the rezult of your past actions
and that your friend was only the nstrument. Do
not alandon f{riends. Even among animals there is
no lreaking of fricndships, |
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O Lord of the country of high hills and noisy
torrents! Is it difficult to find friends for those
who always do good? why is the friendship of the
great sought? Is it not because they would forgive
where others would not?
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Even if one has nothing to eat and is extremely
hungry, one should not go to the miserly. for help;
aud it is those who have not the courage to face
death that go to their charitable friends.
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O Lord of the country of mountain and streams!
Fven when pleasure is followed by calamity you
have liked that pleasure. Lt your pleasures be not
got by sinful means even though they (i.e. the pleasures)
be everlasting- |
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Do not think of ruining others even when your
own ruin is threatemed. Do not feed from the hands
of the unworthy even if your whole body  would
otherwise be emaciated. Do not speak falsehoods

even if you stand to gain all the worlds.
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Fear of detection is great, and relatively the
pleasure derived from adultery is infinitesimal. On
reflection it is evident that it is punishable by death
and wakes are heir to hell fire. Those who dread sin
and dishonour should eschew adulterous relations with
another’s wife.
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Charity, fame, friendship, greatness; these four

will never be acquired by those who desire the

wives of others. What they will acquire: hatred,
disgrace, sin, and fear. R
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There is fear while going (with adulterous ntent)
to another’s house, there is fear while entering, there
is fear while enjoying therein and there 1is fear
keeping the liaison secret. As adultery 1is ever
productive of fear, how is it that one does not think
of it while trying to enjoy another’s wife?
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O Adulterer! what is the pleasure you desire
from your liaison? If you are seen you will bring
~disgrace to the family. If you are caught you will
be mained. KEven While you enjoy fear overhangs
you, and all the time you are doing sin which will
cast you in hell. Do tell me.
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Those who, in one birth, kept low company
were dishonest, wished woman of beauty and seduced
other’s wives into adultery, are the people who, in
subsequent births, are born hermaphrodites to earn
their living by danclnﬂ and kindred arts.
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When one has in his house his devoted and
beautiful wife whom he wedded lawfully on an
auspicious day amidst festivities, rejoicings and beabing
of drums, why should he desire his neighbour’s wife?
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His (the adlutorer’s) neighbours despise him, his
relations dread the disgrace he brings, while enjoying
another’s wife he is committing a sin and even this
desire of the woman is not lasting. The experience
of the adulterer is truly like that of one Who licks
the head of a venomons serpent.
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The lust of the wise does not spread, does not
show ouf, and is not indiscriminate, therefore it is
agonizing. The wise repress their lust, for, they
fear the disgrace it would brmcr them if allowed free
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The pa.m caused Ly weapons, (arrows), fire, or the
fierce sun, is only physical, but lust causes severe
mental pain as such it is dreaded more than the aforesaid. -
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One can escape burning from a local fire by
plunging into water, but the fire of lust will keep
on burning even under water. Even if one climb
high hills and hide within caves there 18 no escape

from 'the' fire of lust.
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Against those who give what they can, “even
when they are poor, with the same cheerfulness as
when they were rich, and maintain a good nabure, the
gatos of heaven will never be closed,
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Death and detestable old age are awaifing you,
apart from them there are diseases which will destroy
your vitality. Therefore, now, while you are rich,
do not try to amass more, do not be stingy but
share your daily food with others and do not refuse
them that beg..
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When one gives freely and himself enjoys his
wealth, it will swell if so destined. -When one’s store
of past. good is exhausted, even if he be miserly, his
rictes will dwindle. Some refuse to help the needy
becauss they do not know this nature of Wealth,
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The wise say, that in this ocean girt world, the
beggars who never cook anything on their own hearths,
are those who, never gave alms in their former
birth, Therefore Ye that have wealth! give something
that you can afford, even if it be as small as 1
grain of rice, daily to the nsedy, bafore you eat.
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One should give as much as possible in charities
because of the benefits that will accrue in this and
i the world to come. If such become poor and
unable to give any more, he is fortunate. For, avoiding
begging is doubly wmore honourable than begging.
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Those who live so as to be loved by many, are
like the fertile palm in the centre of the town. Those
who have great wealth and yet do not give.to the
. poor, are like the sterile palm in the counfry.
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O Lord of the ocean whose waves break on cool
shores and have their fishy smell changed by the
fragrance of the “punnai” blossoms! If the clouds
yield hot rain in season, or if good people fail to
do good, how are living -creatures on ea,rth to
to prosper? |
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O Lord of the land bordering the cool and
abundant sea! Giving to those from whom a return
18 expected is mere lending. But giving to the needy
wno cannot return even a small portion, is real
manly duty. | |
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Do not think that what you could give is too
- small and withhold such gift. Keep on giving whatever
you can, at all time and to all who beg. Then
just as the howl of the mendicant fills from door
to door, your’ life will also automatically fill with
goad. '



64 : HTEVLQ-LT I8

10. uw - a7 &9 LIl @2 & GooT GOE&LED - QQ/,EL?-MTSUL?-J;&:QLJ@
Sarp wrs sanulZeryew u@,muﬂ@@@ﬂmw,—mrg,{s@gn# Qe =
gp@mrggmﬁ@gydrmauﬁ&dr Qe ur, — @9 &5 LB & - Quasw
Big 55 (LpLpBIEIW i d el ,— 8T Qurelerduri Q& ur = @@
Quir a2t &1 & 5 eV e o & T S 6T Qal uniser, —arar@upt Gsr®ssMT
aarlLRE; QT - @l TP EET S Qar®ssrQoeary  gmar
Gupomp Qa1 WIL@BET 0 Q g1 ivVTET &, — D% &w apaGw C&L
Gb - HBEETE@|T T (Faiss w5 8lu Lz sa0) Quargnd epar o 25
smsafla afuuaisessgn Cslgw. ¢ - O. (o paumis = @#mavs
Lwe - QaL @]

& - o Revswrerfler 5L @o@;a)agl@;sfrmgy_b 2 il
L@ w0,

" The sound of a drum will reach a Katham”
(10 ‘miles). A clap of thunder will reach a ¢Yojanai”.
The fame of one who gives to the needy righteous
will reach the three worlds. :
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