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Tamil Society (T-Soc) Inaugurated
at Baulkham Hills High School

Last year at Baulkham Hills High School in Sydney we initiated

a T-Soc or Tamil Society club to bring together Tamil students and |

anyone interested in teaching and preserving the Tamil culture
and language. Through the fortnightly meetings, we leaders get
to teach younger students about Tamil culture and heritage through
various activities. The club became very popular and gained much
support with around 100 people attending the first meeting.

Our club, T-Soc, aims to foster cultural awareness and pride f
among Tamil-speaking students. By celebrating Tamil literature |8

and history, T-Soc allows its members to connect more deeply
with their roots and heritage. This sense of cultural identity promotes
a positive outlook on their language and encourages them to
embrace and cherish their cultural background. Through analysing
Tamil literature and history, T-Soc will offer its members a platform
to explore and appreciate the rich artistic and historical contributions
of Tamil culture. This exploration can lead to increased knowledge
and a deeper appreciation of Tamil heritage. Additionally, T-Soc
will be a fun and engaging club that fosters a sense of friendship
among its members, especially among the younger grades. By
creating a welcoming and supportive environment, the club
encourages social interactions, allowing students to build lasting
friendships with others who share a common interest in the Tamil
language and culture.

In addition to the weekly meetings, in November 2023, T-Soc
held its first event named Falooda Festival. In this event, we made
and sold Faloodas to the school at recess and lunch and raised
around $1000 which we then donated to charity to help impoverished
kids in schools in Jaffna. This event showcased that this club not
only shared culture through fun ways but it also intended to make
a difference in the community and use its power to help those
that are less advantaged.

This year in 2024 T-Soc’s first lesson of the year was dedicated
to the Pongal festival where we taught students the importance
and meaning behind this ancient Tamil celebration. We highlighted
the importance of appreciating the flora, fauna and the sun which
make life on this planet sustainable for civilisation. In addition to
this informative lesson, we also handed out pongal and vadai to
around 150 kids to give them a taste of cultural Tamil food to
further share Tamil tradition with others.

Overall T-Soc is an important club that we should strive to
maintain into the future. It enables us to showcase our language
and culture to hundreds of students whilst also partaking in
initiatives to help the community.

Miracles of Saiva Saint
Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva poet/saint, who
lived in the seventh century CE.He is one of the most
prominent saints amongst the 63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s
entire collection of hymns about Lord Shiva is called
“Thirukkadaikappu”. These were later collected to form
the first three volumes of the Thirumuraikal — one of
the principle texts for Saiva Sithantham philosophy.

Siva
P.Abiram
SG

There was once a merchant in the town of Mylapore
known as Sivanesar, who was a disciple of Sampanthar. Sivanesar’s
daughter had been bitten by a snake and all his efforts to try and
save her ended in failure. She died and Sivanesar came to the

decision of saving her bones and ashes after her cremation.

Sivanesar had heard that Sambanthar was coming to Mylapore
and met Sampanthar and his disciples. Sivanesar fell on the ground
and welcomed Sampanthar, who enquired about his daughter.
Sampanthar then went to Kapaleeswarar Temple. This temple is
believed to have been built in the 7th Century by the Pallavas,
who were ruling at the time. When Sampanthar came out of the
temple he asked Sivanesar to bring the pot with the bones and
ashes of his daughter to the front of the temple. He saw the pot
and sang the hymn beginning with the words “Mattittaa punnai”,
which goes as follows:

IDLIPL L L|STENE@TUITRI HITOTEOT LDL IDUNED60dH
SLIPL L MBI QBTEOILTOT SUMTEOF FILDLDIHBHTOT
Rl L Lo @b BT LIeoHNHBHTTDH
SIL1pI 1L 60 STAIEsH CUITSEUIT LybumaImul.

Mattitda punnaiyang kaanan madamayilaik
Kattittang kondaan kapaalees saramamarnthaan
Ottitta pannpi nuruththira palkanaththaark
Kattittal kaanaathe pothiyo poompaavaay.

In English this translates to, Sivan who dwells permanently in
the beautiful Mayilappur which has a sea-shore garden of mast-
wood trees which pour honey. Do you go without witnessing the
food cooked and served to the groups of many Saivaite devotees
who are united with Sivan.

When he had completed the hymn, Sivanesar’s daughter
Poompavai reappeared from the pot. Everyone praised Sampanthar
for his miracle and Sivanesar and Poompavai fell at Sampanthar’s
feet with gratitude.

To be continued...
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Naquleswaram Temple -

Keerimalai and the healing springs

Naguleswaram Temple,
Bl also known as the Thiru
tatumbalaeswaram temple
of Keerimalai, is situated in
the district of Jaffna-Sri Lanka
and is one of the most
venerated ancient Saiva
historical temples. Many

Aran Sivasuthan
Grade 8
Syiney

premises without special
permits. At 4:00 PM on 16
October 1990, the Sri Lankan
air force dropped three bombs
at Naguleswaram. The first
fell on the front of the temple
destroying two temple
chariots and other buildings,

people believe its adjacent
water tank, the Keerimalai springs,

The Thai Pongal event
held at the Nunawading
Community Hub in
Melbourne was a vibrant
celebration of Tamil culture
and tradition. The festivities

memorable Thai Pongal

to have cultural properties, such
as a high mineral content.
Keerimalai spring is a natural
spring located near the coastal belt
of Palaly 50 feet above the average
sea level. The bathing tank was

thrilling rides and
entertainment options,
ensuring a fun-filled day for
everyone.

As the sun set on the
festivities, it was clear that

. Siva.Vidhujan ) R . i
drew a large crowd, making | Swasuman | this year’s Thai Pongal event J§ constructed adjacent to the pool
it the biggest and most | Year10 was a resounding success. [ 3nd only the walls separate this

The joyous atmosphere and pool from the rest of the sea. The

event in Melbourne yet. As
the event kicked off, families and
friends gathered to participate in

various activities, highlighting the
richness of Tamil heritage.

One of the highlights of the event
was the Killithadu competition, a
traditional game that brought joy
and excitement to the kids.
Additionally, adults engaged in a
thrilling Kabaddi competition,
showcasing their strength and
agility.

The heart of the celebration was
the communal cooking of Pongal,
a sweet dish made from freshly
harvested rice, symbolizing
prosperity and abundance.
Everyone eagerly participated in
the cooking process, fostering a
sense of unity and togetherness.
Once the Pongal was ready;, it was
shared among all attendees,
reinforcing the spirit of sharing and
generosity.

The event also featured an array
of delicious food and refreshing
drinks, satisfying the appetites of
all attendees. For the younger
participants, there were plenty of

water inside this pool was recorded
to not be hot and it is believed that
these underwater resources are
connected with the Nilavarai
bottomless well which was situated
around 10 km away from the actual
pool. Saiva’s believe that the
Keerimalai spring has healing
powers, as per the geological analysis
the water was enriched with high
mineral properties. According to
Saiva legends sage Nagulaimuni,
shrunk by age and austerity while
meditating at a cave, his face was
often likened to the mongooses
which roamed the area at the time.
By going to the sacred spring located
next to Naguleswaram temple, he
was cured of his mongoose face.
In gratitude for this extraordinary
healing power he constructed a
small but significant shrine and
worshipped the lingam there.
The Aadi Amavasai festival falls
during the Tamil month of Aadi(mid
July-mid August) and brings Saiva
pilgrims to the town to carry out
rituals for their forefathers and take
a divine dip in the natural springs.
These rituals are usually carried out
by men. Keerimalai is particularly
famous for this festival. The new
moon or Amaavasai is a significant
ﬁ day, and according to Tamil
el astrologers, in the month of Aadi,
= _] the moon is in the ascendant in
Kataka rasi, which is occupied by
the Sun; this concurrence is
reminiscent of Siva and Sakthi in
Saivism. Hence, there is special
significance of Aadi Amavaasai as
a day when children remember
their departed parents, notably
their late fathers. It is customary
for them to offer prayers to the
departed souls with the help of a
priest and attend a temple of Sivan.
In Sri Lanka, Keerimalai Nagules
waram temple continues as the
foremost shrine for Aadi Amavasai.
In 1983, the temple was occupied
by the Sri Lankan army and devotees
and priests were unable to visit the

sense of community spirit
left a lasting impression on all who
attended. With each passing year,

—

the Thai Pongal celebration in
Melbourne promises to grow even
bigger and better, continuing to
unite people of diverse backgrounds
in celebration of Tamil culture and
tradition.

the second bomb fell on the
southern courtyard of the temple
destroying the premises of the
priests. Two days later, on 18 October
at 2:30 PM, the Sri Lankan Air Force
returned and bombed the temple
during the Kedara Gowri fast when
thousands of devotees were present,
killing 180 Tamil civilians, including
5 infants. Temple buildings, its
ancient gopuram, the library housing

palm leaf manuscripts and statues
incurred substantial damage. The
bombing was carried out despite
the presence of temple identification
flags at four corners of the temple,
as instructed by the International
committee of the red cross. No
access to the area was granted to
devotees until 1997, when the Chief
Priest was allowed to visit with an
Additional GA of the Sri Lankan
government. The temple was found
to be ruins with the sacred Icons,
vandalised or missing.

However, after 15 years had
passed on Monday 6 February 2012,
a major reconstruction of the temple
was completed under the authority
of the chief priest, Siva Sri
Naguleswara Kurukkal, and Nagules
waram’s Mahakumbhabhishe
kam took place. It was a monumental
event with thousands of devotees
who came to pray and receive
blessings. This is the story of
Naguleswaram temple, its life,
destruction, stories, and rebirth.
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Thiruchitrampalam

Thollai irum piravi soolum thalai neekki
allal aruththu aanantham aakiyathé ellai
maruvaa neri yalikkum vaathavoor enkon
Thiruvaasakam ennum thén

Namasivaayavaalgha naathan thaalvaalgha
imaippoluthum en nenchil neenkaathaan thaalvaalgha
kokalli aanda kurumanithan thaalvaalgha

aakamam aaki nindru annippaan thaalvaalgha

ékan anékan iraivan adi vaalgha

veékam keduththu aanda vénthan adi velka
pirapparukkum pinjnakandran peikallalkal velka
puraththarkuch seyon than poonkallakal velka
karanguvivaar ul makillung kon kalallkal velka
siranguvivaar onguvikkum seeron kallal velka

Eesan adi pottri enthai adi pottri

thésan adi pottri Sivan sévadi pottri
néyaththé nindra nimalan adi pottri
maayap pirapparukkum mannan adi pottri
seeraar perunthurai nam thévan adi pottri

aaraatha inpam arulum malai pottri

Sivan avan en sinthaiyul nintra athanaal
avan arulaalé avan thaal vanangi

sinthai makillach Sivapuraanam thannai
munthai vinai muluthum Gya uraippan yaan

kannuthalaan than karunai kan kaadda vantheithi
ennuthatku eddaa ellilaar kallal iranchi
vinnirainthu mannirainthu mikkaai vilankoliyaai
ennirainthu ellai ilaathaané nin peruncheer
pollaa vinaiyén pukallumaaru ondru ariyén

pulaakip poodai pulluvaai maramaaki
pal virukam aaki paravaiyaai paampaaki
kallaai manitharaai péyaai kanankalaai
valasurar aaki munivaraai thévaraai
sellaa nindra ith-thaavara sangamaththul

ellaap-pirappum piranthu illaithén emperumaan
meiyé unn pon adikal kandu indru veedutrén
uiyya enn ullaththil 6mgaaramaai nindra

meiyaa vimalaa vidaippaagaa véthangal
“aiyaal” ena ongi aalnthu akandra nunniyané

veiyaai thaniyaai iyamaanan aam vimalaa
poiyai yinavellaam poyakala vantharuli
mei gnanam aaki milirkindra meichudaré
engnanam illaathén inpap perumaané
angnanam thannai akalvikkum nal arivé

aakkam alavu iruthi illaai anaithulakum
aakkuvaai kaappaai alippaai arul tharuvaai
pokkuvaai ennai pukuvippaai nin thollumpil
naatraththin nériyaai séyaai naniaané
maattram manam kaliya nindra marayoné
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karantha paal kannalodu nei kalanthaat-pola
siranthadiyaar sinthanaiyul thénoori nindru
pirantha pirapparukkum engal perumaan
nirangal orr ainthu udaiyaai vinnorkal éththa

marainthirunthaai emperumaan valvinai yén thannai

marainthida moodiya maaya irulai

aram paavam ennum arung-kayitraal kaddi
puranthol porthu engum pullu allukku moodi
malam chorum onpathu vaayit-kudilai

malankap pulan ainthum vanchanaiyai seiya -Tg
vilanku manaththaal vimalaa unakku 13
kalantha anpaakik kasinthu ul urukum #
nalanthaan ilaatha siriyetku nalki ‘If:*,'
nilanthan mél vantharuli neel kallalkal kaaddi 3
naayit-kadaiyaaik kidantha adiyétkuth ;5

thaayit-sirantha thayaavaana thaththuvané

maasatra sothi malarntha malarchudarée 4
thésané thénaar amuthé sivapurané 4
paasamaam pattraruthup paarikkum aariyané =¥
nésa arul purinthu nenchil vanchang-kedap ‘:5':
péraathu nindra perung-karunaip-péraaré IJ-;;
aaraa amuthé alavilaap pemmaané 3-
oOraathaar ul-laththul olikkum oliyaané 2
neeraai urukki en aaruyiraai nindraané 3
inpamum thunpamum illaané ullaané 3

o =9
anparukku anpané yaavaiyumaai allaiyumaam '
sothiyané thunirule thonraap-perumaiyané B
aathiané antham naduvaaki allaané "‘“
eerththu ennai aadkonda enthaip perumaané ?,E

koorththa mengnanaththaal kondunarvaar tham-karuththin< =

nokkariya nokké nunukkariya nunnunarvé
pokkum varavum punarvum illaap punniyané
kaakkum em kaavalané kaanpariya péroliyé
aattrinpa vellamé aththaamikkaai nindra
thotrach-sudar oliyaai sollaatha nunnunarvaai
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maatramaam vaiyakaththin vevvéré vantharivaam
thétrané thétrath-thelivé en sinthanaiyul
ootraana unnaar amuthé udaiyaané

vétru vikaara vidakkudampin udkidappa

aatrén em aiyaa arané O’ endru endru
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potrip pukallnthu irunthu poi keddu meiyaanaar
meeddinku vanthu vinaippiravi saaraamé
kallap pulakkurampai kaddallikka vallaané
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Does the Lord A[mighty pxist? Saiva Cultural Activities in Pert

Natural and The (reated e

Last month Summary :

Sivakan , a 7 year old kid, had
his friends come over to his house
to play. One of them was sad
because the plant he grew had
died, even though he had looked
after it properly. This made Sivakan
say ‘Absolutely true. No doubt
about it at all. Everything in this
world, whether inert objects or
living beings, go through these
three states. They come into
existence, are sustained for
sometime and die ultimately. Who
causes all these changes to
happen?’

Next day my friends assembled
at my house as usual. After playing
for some time, we took a short
break. One of them voluntarily
came forward and said, “l have an
answer for yesterday’s question.
The lablab creeper, kittens and the
old lady were born, lived for
sometime and disappeared. All
these are natural phenomena.”

“Hey, how did you find out?”

We observe in our surroundings
that the plants, animals and human
beings are being born, stay in this
world for some time and die after
some time. This is a natural

phenomenon in this world. It
happens by the permutation.
combination of the five great
elements (space, air, fire, water
and earth). It is called physical
modification. This process can be
considered to be natural or being
carried out by these five great
elements themselves. There is no
need for somebody else separately
for these changes to happen. |

remember having read in school
that such changes we observe in
nature are natural changes,” was
his reply.

‘Define nature (lyarkai). What
is it?’

‘Being natural - remaining as is,
without being subject to changes
- may be called as nature.

‘Going by your own statement,
the things and beings that were
born must remain as they are. Then
only it can be called natural. Once
they are subject to changes, is it
not right to call them ‘created’ as
opposed to natural?’

He asked, ‘Can we not say change
is the changeless nature of them?’

Then | elaborated on this topic.
‘The term ‘natural’ cannot be used
if anything is subject to changes.
Since the action of change takes
place, there must be someone who
effects these changes.

You may say that these changes
are carried out by the five great
elements. These five great elements
are inert, and hence non-intelligent.
Inert things, by themselves cannot
do anything independently on their
own. The five great elements are
not capable of effecting these

In Perth, Western
Australia, we follow our saiva
culture in many ways. As part
of our culture, we all go to
the temple every Friday and
on special festivals and
occasions. Every Friday we
all gather at the temple and
go toreligion class to learn,

Maathulan Satheesaan
Year8
Parth - Australia

Additionally, every time
we all head to the temple,
all the boys wear vetti and
a shirt while the girls wear
a saree. Although, not only
do we come to the temple
on Fridays and festivals, but
we also come on other
special days such as Thai

thevarams and stories. After
finishing class, we all go to pull the
chariot and then gather together
to sing pancha puranam to the god.
Every Friday, we are learning more
and more about our religion.

In April, we have our annual
temple festival for 20 days, with
the first 10 days for Shivan temple
and the second 10 days for Murugan
Temple. These 20 days are very
special for all of us, and we learn
many things about our religion in
these days. Firstly, a few days before
the festival we all converge together
at the temple and clean it up,
preparing it for the upcoming special

BB festival. Then, as the festival starts,

ll we all head to the temple every
8 day and sing thevarams to the god.

P - On the day of the chariot, both the

changes. Therefore an intelligent
and independent being is essential
for these changes to take place.
With that thought everyone
dispersed for that day.

Saiva Philosophy Reference: The
takeaway of this story is that an
intelligent and independent being
is essential for all phenomena,
including birth, sustaining life and
death to take place.

children and adults join together
and pull the chariot. In addition,
some children also do Kaavathi
dance as the chariot is being pulled
while some others join the adults
in singing thevarams. Some people
also do angapirathadshanam and
lift kappura satti. Then, on the day
of the theertha thiruvizha, all of
the children join together and take
off their shirts and lift one of the
five gods being lifted to the pond,
while the remaining four are lifted
by the adults. This is a point of time
which all of the children are looking
forward to every year.

Pongal, Thai poosam, Tamil
New Year, Navaratri, and Kanda
Sakshthi. On the day of Thai Pongal,
all of the families wake up early
and make Pongal, as the sunrises,
as a way of saying thank you to the
sun. Then, at night-time, we all go
to temple and make Pongal again,
in front of the god. During Thai
Poosam, every year the chariot is
pulled, and everyone heads to the
temple to worship lord Murugan.
Additionally, on this day, many
people do Kaavathi and fulfil there
Nerthi Kadans. On the day of Tamil
New Year, everyone take a shower
with Maruthuneer, early in the
morning and then wears new clothes
and goes to the temple. On the nine
days of Navaratri, everyone regularly
goes to the temple, to worship lord
Durga, Lakshmi and Saraswathi.
Every day in Navartri, the temple
organises cultural programs, for
children to get an opportunity to
perform their cultural arts. Finally,
on the six days of Kanda Shaksthi,
many adults begin to fast for the
six days and every night at the
temple, everyone gathers together
and sings Kanda Saksthi Kavasam.
All of these festivals and occasions
have helped us learn about our
religion and culture in many ways.
This is how we follow our saiva
culture in Perth.
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