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Our College’s Vision

INTEGRATING TEACHING, RESEARCH
AND SERVICE
TO IMPART QUALITY EDUCATION.
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CONCERTED DEDICATION
IN PURSUANCE OF QUALITY EDUCATION
THROUGH IMPLEMENTATION OF MODERN
TECHNIQUES, REFORMS AND IDEAS.
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HINDUSIM - A BRIEF SKETCH

An Bxtract from
Swami Vivekananda’s Address

In Chigaco
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M. Balasingham.
Sn Shanmuga Hindu Ladies' College
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Three religions which have come down to us from prehistoric times now stand in the
world. They are Hinduism, Zoroastrianism & Judaism. Though they have all received
shocks throughout the ages, their inner strength is proved by their survival till now. But
while Judaism failed to absorb Christianity and was driven out of its place of birth and
only a handful of parsees is all that remains of Zoroastrianism, various sects formed in
India & seemed to shake the religion of the Vedas to its very foundations, these sects

were all absorbed and assimilated into the large body of the mother faith, Hinduism.

From the high spiritual flights of Vedanta philosophy of which the latest science
discoveries seem like echoes, to the low ideas of idolatry, to the agnosticism of the

Buddhists and the atheism of the Jains, each has a place in Hinduism.

The question then arises, “Where is the common basis upon which all these seemingly

hopeless contradictions rest. I shall attempt to answer this question,
THERE NEVER WAS A TIME WITHOUT CREATION

THE Hindus have received their religion through REVELATION, the Vedas. They
hold that the Vedas are without beginning or end. A book without beginning or end
may sound laughable to this audience. Vedas do not mean a book.They are the
collected treasury of spiritual laws discovered by different persons at different times.
Just as the Law of Gravity existed before its discovery and will continue to exist even if
all humanity forgot it, so it is with the laws that govern the spiritual world. The moral

and spiritual relations between soul and soul and between individual spirits and the
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father of all spirits were there before their discovery and would remain even if we all

forget them.

These laws were discoverer by Rishis and we honour them as perfect beings. Some of
these great Rishis were women. It may be said that these laws may be without end, but
they must have had a beginning. The Vedas teach us that creation is without beginning
and end. Science has proved that the sum total of cosmic energy 1s always the same.
Then, if there was a time when nothing existed, where was this energy? Some say it
was 1n the form of God. This would make god mutable only compound is multable and
must undergo change which leads to destruction. This means God would die. This 1s

absurd. Hence, there never was a time when there was no creation,

A simile may make understanding easier. Creation and Creator are two parallel lines
without beginning and end. God is the ever active providence. By his power, systems
after systems are evolved from chaos, made to run for a time and destroyed. The
Brahmin boy’s daily chant, “The sun & the moon, the lord created like the suns and

moons of previous cycles” agrees with modern science.
Y

I AM THE SPIRIT LIVING IN A BODY. I AM NOT THE BODY. THE BODY
WILL DIE, BUT I SHALL NOT DIE.

If I shut my eyes and conceive my existence, the idea before me is a body. Am I then
just a body. The Vedas declare, “No, I am a spirit living in a body. The body will die,
but not me. The body shall fall but I shall live on. I had a past also. The soul was not

created for creation is a combination which has a certain future dissolution.

Consider. Some are born intelligent, healthy, with a perfect body and all things they
will need in life. Others are born with the opposite qualities, even with physical
handicaps. If they are all created, will a just and merciful God create people with such
difference. Even if it is argued that people miserable in this life will be happy in the
future life, the idea of a God creator does not explain this anomaly, but simply
expresses the cruel decree of an all powerful being. A person born miserable must have
given cause before his birth to deserve such a birth.
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THE NATURAL HABITS OF A NEW BORN: SINCF THEY WERE NOT

OBTAINED IN THE PRESENT LIFE, THEY MUST HAVE COME DOWN FROM
PAST LIVES.

Bodies acquire certain tendencies from heredity. These tendencies only mean the
physical outward form through which a singular strange mind acts in a peculiar way.
There are tendencies peculiar to a soul caused by its past actions. Such a soul would
take birth in a body and display its tendency through that body. This is in agfeement
with science which explains everything by habit got though repetitions. As repetitions
are not obtained in the present life of a new born, they must have come down from past

lives.

If this is so, how is it that I do not remember of my past life? This can be easily
explained. Consciousness is only the surface of the mental ocean, and past experiences
are stored inits depths. Try hard and they will come up. Verification is the perfect
proof ofa theory and here is the challenge of the Rishis. Try and you would get a

complete memory of your past life.

The Hindu believes he is a spirit. The sword cannot pierce him or the fire burn him. To
him, every soul is a circle without a circumference, whose centre is located in the body
and death means the change of the centre from body to body. The soul is not bound by
conditions of matter. In its very essence it is free, unbounded, holy and perfect. But

somehow 1t finds itself tied to matter, and thinks of itself as matter.

Why should a holy and free soul be under the bondage of matter? We are told that
Hindus say no such question can be there. The question exists and the Hindu is brave
enough to answer the question. My answer is, “I do not know how the perfect being,
the soul, came to think of itself as imperfect, joined and conditioned by matter.,” It is a
fact that one thinks of himself as a ‘body’. The Hindu does not attempt to explain why
this 1s so. ‘It is the will of God’ is no explanation. This is equal to what the Hindu says,

“I do not know”.
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We hold that the soul is eternal, immortal and perfect and death means onlv a change of
centre from body to body. The present is determined by our past actions and the future
by the present. The heart sinks at the suffering experienced in this world, yet this is the
law of nature. Is there no hope? Is there no escape ? go out the cry from the bottom of
the hearts of sorrow. It reached the throne of mercy. Words of hope and consolation
came down and inspired a Vedic sage. He stood up before the world and proclaimed
the glad tidings. “Hear ye, children of moral bliss. Even you who reside in higher
spheres! I have found the ancient one who is beyond all darkness, all deception.

Knowing him alone you shall be saved from death over again.”

The Vedas proclaim not a combination of dreadful, unforgiving laws, not an endless
prison of cause and effect. At the head of all these laws stands One, “by whose
command the wind blows, the fire bums, the clouds rain, and death stalks upon the

earth.” And what is the nature of this ‘One’?

He is everywhere, the pure and formless one, the Almighty and the all merciful. “Thou
art our father, Thou art our mother, Thou art our beloved friend, Thou art the source of
all strength, give us strength. Thou art He who beareth the burdens of the universe; help
me bear the little burden of my life”. Thus sang the Rishi of the Vedas. And how
should we worship Him? Through love. “He is to be worshiped as the one beloved,

dearer than everything in this and the next life.”

This 1s the doctrine of love declared in the Vedas. This was fully developed and taught
by Krishna, whom the Hindus believe is God born as man on earth. He taught that a
man should live like a lotus leaf which is always in water but never gets wet. Thus, a
man should live on earth, his heart to God and his hands to work. It is good to love God

for rewards but better to love Him for love’s sake. Hence this prayer,

“Lord, I do not want wealth, children or learning. If it is thy will, I shall go from birth
to birth, but grant that I may love thee without the hope of reward — love unselfishly for

love’s sake.”
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King Yudhishthira, Krishna’s disciple, was driven from his kingdom by his enemies
and lived in the Himalayas. One day the queen asked him why such a virtuous man like
him suffers so much. The king replied, “My Queen, behold how beautiful the
Himalayas are. They do not give me anything, but my nature is to love the grand and
the beautiful. Similarly, I love the lord. He is the source of all beauty. He is the only
thing to be loved. Therefore, I love Him but ask for nothing. Let Him place me
anywhere he likes. T must love Him for love’s sake. I cannot trade my leve for

favours.”
PURITY IS THE CONDITION OF HIS MERCY

Thé Vedas teach that the soul is divine, only held in bondage by matter. Perfection will
be reached when this bondage ends and MUKTI and freedom from misery, death &
imperfection will fellow. This will come only through the mercy of God, and this
mercy comes on the pure. The pure of mind see God even in this life. This is the vital
concept of Hinduism. The best proof a Hindu sage gives about the soul and about God
is: “T have seen the soul, I have seen God.” The whole object of the Hindu System is to
become perfect, divine to reach God and to see Him. This becoming perfect even as the

Father in heaven constitutes the Hindu religion.

What becomes of a man when he attains perfection? He enjoys unlimited and perfect
bliss and enjoys this bliss with God. Up to this point all Hindus are agreed. This is the

common religion of all the Hindu sects.

If it 1s happiness to enjoy the consciousness of this small body, it must be greater
happiness to enjoy the consciousness of many Bodies. The ultimate happiness will be
reached when it becomes a universal consciousness. To gain this infinite universal
individuality, this prison individuality must go. Then alone will death cease, then alone
can misery end. Science has proved the physical individuality is a deception, that a
body is one little continuously that changing body in an unbroken ocean of matter and

ADVAITA (unity) with other souls is the necessary conclusion.
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Science is nothing but the finding of unity. As soon as science reaches perfect unity it
would stop from further progress, because it would have reached its goal. Thus,
chemistry would not progress further when it would discover one element out of which
all others could be made. Physics would stop its services after discovering one energy
of which all the others are various shapes. The science of religion would become
perfect when it would discover Him who is the one life in a universe of death, Him

who is the constant basis of an ever changing world.

All scienice is bound to come to its conclusion in the long run. Manifestation, not
creation, is the function today and the Hindu is glad that what he has been entertaining
in his mind for ages is going to be taught in more forceful language and with further

explanations from the latest conclusions of science.

Who is a Hindu
A Hindu is one that believes in one God who incarnates,
as and when He deems necessary, in the shape and form He wishes.
God has incarnated in many forms as Lord Rama , Lord Shiva , Lord Brahma
(in His form as The Creator)
Lord Krishna and others who were in existence for shorter periods.
Certain incarnations of God have come under criticism
from those who have the inbuilt mind concept that
God should only be in a certain form. This is totally refuted by Hinduism.
Our belief is that God has the infinite capacity to
take various forms as and when He so feels.
A simple little human being has no right to put limitations on God.

i i ’
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