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JUSTICE PEACE AND
INTEGRITY OF
CREATION

The Jaffna Christian Union
Organised a public mgeting On
the theme of the 7th Aszsembly
of the W. C.c, ‘“Justice, Peace
and Integrity of Creation®® on
Thursday the 2Znd March 1990
at the Jubilee Hall of the St.
John’s College. The Ry, Rev.
D. J. Ambalavasar who attended
the World Ceuncil of Churches’
Convocation which was held in
Seoul, Korea from the 6th to
the 12t]_1 March 1990 was the
speaker at this meeting and he
expounided the theme and said

the theme was of interest to
many.
He also  warned us about

the dangers that we are going
t0 face in another 36 years un-
less we transform ourselves and
tuke care of the aature,

The mecting was chaired by Dr.
BS, ThcvaSagayam,_ Principal, St
John’s College and it was atte-
23l by weil over 100 ~ partici-

pants. :

This i< the theme for the
Aext  Genera] Assembly of
WLC.C. which will be held in

Canberra, Australia in February
1991,

UDUVIL STRIDES

Uduvil Girls® College conti-
nues to maintain a good acade-
mIC performance. At the G.C.E.
A/L held in 1989, 90°  have
passed in three or more subjects
fnd. 75°/. have qualified for
Uaiversity Admission. The best
Tesult was 2 As & 2 Bs.

At the North District
Squad Competition held at
_Stanly Cellege, Uduvil clinched
two trophies.In the Junior s=ction

Drill

« (Under 13) Uduvil became cham-

pions, while Vembadi Girls'
School became TUANETS - UP.
o/ the seniors Uduvil was placed
®econd while  Vembadi  Girls'
Sthool Wa‘;—placed first.

i is.potewnﬁhy that Uduwil
Girls’ College has won the Drill
Squid District, Junior Cham-
pinnghip for the fifth year in
succession,

VALEDICTORY

The Uduvil Church bade
farewel] to Mr, X T. Thambi-
ratnam, the Secretary of the
Church for over six yeays and
Mrs. Thambirainzm on Sunday,
st of “April; 1850
Morning Service.

The
migrating
chiidren.

after

Thambiratnams are
to U.S. to jein their

RIGHTEOUSNESS EXALTETH A NATION BUT SIN I8 A
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NEWS OF BATTICALOA
Kiran :

On the 16 th of March 1990
yet another Day Care Centrz
was opened in t house and
land purchased by the Diocess

next to the Kiran Ashram. It
is called “Chiananam Day Care
Centre’” after the late Sevak
Yesusahayam popularly known
as ‘“Chinnannan’’, It was opened
with prayer by Sevak S. Phillip.
Sevak ef the Kiran Ashram an(!f
the Rev. Earl P. Solomens.
The Rt. Rev. D. J. Ambala-
vanar andthe Rev. T. §. Prema:
rajah, Pastor, Colomba Churci
visited Batticaloa ever the week-
end 23rd March  to 25th March
1980. St. John’s Church centre,
Uranee, whose Pastor is the Rey.
Earl P. Solomons was a hivs
of activity during their visit.
This centre houses a Day Carz
Centre as well as a Girl;’ Home
and the Parsonage and is situated
opposite the lagoon. The place
is aptly called Uranee as there
is water seeping through tte
carth &t - ail times. e

Kathiravali Day Care Centre

Kathiravali is a village oa the
North-East Road situated about
50 miles from Uranee. On the
24th March at 9.30 a. m.; Bishop
Ambalavanar declared open St.
Mark’s Day Care Centre which
is being built in two and a half
acros of land purchased by the
Diccese on the Batticaloa-Trince
Road. Mr. E. Ravichandram
a teacher who has beea helping
with this work and Mr. Mahesan
a teacher representing the com-
munity welcomed the guests and
spoke. Fr. Lambert Dias, R. C.
Priest in charge of Vakarai the
neighbouring parish and the Rev,
Earl P. Solomons also spoke,.

Kalkudah :

At Kalkudah 2 ecres of land
had been donated to the Diocese
by Mr, & Mrs. Ellison Williams.
Ellison is a grand son of the
late Rev, E. T. Willams of
Vaddukoddai and both he and
his wife are old students of
Jafina College. At 3.00 p. m. en
the same day yet another DPay
Care Ccntre was opened by the
Bishop at a function held in Kal-
kudah. Sevak S. Phillip of Kiran

Ashram presided. Messrs.
S. Paul, Supervisor, Kirumutti
Farm, Sithravel, R. D. ©C., Kal-
kudah, Mrs, Rasaiah, Principal
of Vembu School and Mr, S. P.
Shanmegarajah, Political Au-
thority of the ares spoke. The

Rev. Earl p. Solomons gave the
vote of thanks.

At 530 p.m. St. John's Boys
Home on Airport Road, Uranee
was ceremoniously opened by

REPROACH TO ANY PEOPLE

the Rt. Rev. D, J. Ambalavanar
The building will be com-
pleted soon and the beys will
go into residence before the mext
school term. There folloewed a
public  meeting with refresh-
msnts. Father A. Swaminathan
of St. Joseph’s Seminary, neigh-
bouring the Boys’ Heme brought
greetings from Bishop Kingsley
Swampillai of the Catholic Church
of Batticaloa. Mr. Shirley
Somausader former Vice-President
of the Batticaloa Y. M. C. A.
and the Present Education officer:
Batticaloa also spoke. He said
that they were grateful to the
Diocese for opening this much
nceded Home for Boys and also

thaanked the Discese for their
financial help given to the Y.
M. C. A. years ago for reliefl

rehabilitatioa work for cyclene
victims. Miss. Athishta Mary
of St. John'’s Girl’s Home then
gave a welcome speech in
English. The Pastor gave a vote
of thanks.

Members of the St. John's
Church Centre both young and
old and the girls and wardens
from the Girls® Home were
present at all the functions.
Mr. & Mrs. Jeeva Jyothi who will
take care of the Boys’ Heme
are already there helping the
Pastor to get the building ready
for the boys.

On Sunday, 25th Macch, a
Confirmation - Service was held

in St. John’s Church Centre
at Uraree at

8.00 a.m,
where  Bishop Ambalavanar
cenfirmed six young women.

There were about 60 communi-
caants at this service. This was
followed by a followship break-
fast in the 8t. John’s Girls’ Home

One could see how active the
Pastor has been and what has been
achievedin sucha short time as se.
ven moaths. Seven Day Care Cent-
vesandtiwo Children’s Homes have
been established. Batticaloa is a
large area and the Pastor has
1o travel a long way sometimes
to supervise the work at these
centres. We are happy that he
will soon have an assistant to
help him. The people there
need our help, specially the
children in the viliages. Bishop
Ambalavanar said again and
again that the work begun by
the Jafina Diocese in the
Fastern Province should be like
leavén thrown into flour, and
he hoped that this will inspire
and enceurage other Churches
and organisations also to open
up more such centres to help
the people of Batticaloa.

Freely and abundaatly
we people of Jaffona
and enjoyed God's

have
received
blessings

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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IN LOVING MEMORY

of
Kanapathipillai Edward
Mathiaparanam

Ten long years have passed away!
Not a single day has passed
Without green thoughts of you,—
Your humble, exemplary life,
Your sweet ceunsel to us,
Your last and final words of
gratitude
To the LORD whom you loved.

Your devoted wife, chi_lﬂ
dren and loved ones, 1n
Sri Lanka and abroad.

15, Frances Road,
Wellawatte.

IN LOVING
of

MEMORY

Veluppillai Nathaniel
Ayathurai

Departed: 3rd April, 1981

“Years may pass away

Buf yonr memory will never
fade away’’

Affectionately remembered by

Loviag Wife, Childrenand grand
Children.

Church Road,

Chavakachcheri.

SEVAK SELVARATNAM
REMEMBERED

The 17th aunniversary of the
Home Call of Sevak (Rev) S,
Selvaratnam, Founder of the
Christa Seva Ashram of Chun-
nakam was observed at the
Ashram on Saturday 31.3.1990.

The Rev. A. B. Balasingh
Vicar of St. John'’s Church,
Chundikuli was the Celebrant

at the Hely Communian Serviee
at 7.00 am. The Rev. Issac
Selvaratnam, Vicar of St.[James
Church, Nallur, preached the
sermon, ;

The Fellowship Breakfast of
“KANIJI” was served for allat
the Periannan Memorial Hall.

through the years. Ged s
surelv calling us now to reach
out to the Eastern Province as
well to help uplift the needy
psople there.
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AMNESTY’S

Twenty three Asian countries
received dishoneurable in the
1989 report of tae international
human rights erganisation. Am-
nesty Internationsa).

As an organisation concerned
particularly with prisoner-related
buman rights and dedicated to
the abelition of torture aad
the death penalty, Amaesty In-
fernational works within the
framework  of  international
human rights Jaw and with the
goveroments bond by it.

It condemns the torture or
killing of Prisoners. is oppo-
sed to the death penalty and
and works for gts abolition,
regularly monitors death sen-
tences and  excutions aroynd
the world and appeal for cle-
mency whenever it learns of
av imminent exeuation.

The organisatiog also opposes
the forcible return of any person
to_a couniry where he or she
might be expected to be impri-
soned as s prisoner of couscience
tortured or excuted. It werks on
behalf of individual refugees
faced with beiag returned (o
countries where they would be

at risk of humap rights of viola-
tions.

whe

989 report gcovers the
period from January te Decem-
ber 1988, during which time
Amnesty Imternational issued
~ever 400 Usgent Artion appesls
on behalf of more. than 1.900
prisonsrs in over 74 countries.

In 1938 accocding to the report
tens of thousands of jeople
were deliberatiy exszcuted by
g0vernment agents,

Victims were assassinated by
snipers, blown up by explosive
devices or gunned down. Others
were stabbed, strangled, drowned,
hacked io death or poisoned.

People became targets because
of their religion, ethnic group,
language or political beljefs and
were killed in full public view,
others in seeret cells and remote
camps. Some victims were shot
down wuear battlefields, others
in mosques and churches, hos-
pitals, public squa es and busy
city streets.

Prison cells and courtyards
Police stations., military barraks
and govermment offices were all
sites of political killings by
agents of the states.

In Colombia, Guatemata, El
Salvador, Syria and the Philip-
Dines victims were often sevsrely
muftilated before they were kiljed,
- Such exzeutions were publizised
as a medium of terror, often
to intimidate the target popu-
lation.

Some prisoners died due to
deliberate  negiect - by  being
denied medical attention, by
tXpostie, of fcom starvation,

Many deliberats killings
curred in the context of
enlforcement but were &t
margin of the permissible
of lethal

oc-
law
the
use
force.

aim to carry out

ASIAN

The veilenee of non-govern-
mental entities often provided

the background to extrajudicial
cxecutions by government
forces.

Governments often explained
deliberate killings by saying
they were a result of law en-
forcement, or armed conflict
Governments, sometimes target-
ed domestic human rights de-
fenders for liquidatton - setting
out to kill the people whe
most  effectively monitored,
reported and combated human
rights abuse.

The repert said the fact that
reports of extrajudicial execution
were rapidly becoming known
around the world was a new
element in intecrnational relations.
In the 1990s the impact of
public epinion and the remedial
action of the international
community should make it mere
difficult for governments
killings, if
said.

Afghanistan :

Hundreds of suspected op-
ponents of the government and
prisoners of conscience were
imprisoned. In September the
government amnounccd that they
were  holding 2,125  political
prisoners, and that more than
7,600 others, most of whom
had been held for political

reasons, had been celessed since -

the beginaing of 1988. Soms
political prisoners were sentenced
after trials by Special Revolu-
tionary Courts which did net

conform to international stand-
ards. There were reports of
torture and ill - treatment of
prisoners. There were also
reports. of extrajudicial
eXecutions by Afghan

security forces and Soviet troops.

Australia :

In 1988 14 aboriginals died
in custody. This led some de-
ceased prisoners” families to
suggest that some deaths might
have beem the result of i]l-
treatment. The high incidence
of such deaths led to the
appointment of a Royal Com-
mission of inquiry in T987.

Bangladesh :

Thousands of prisoners,
inciuding prisoners of conscince,
were released. but  more than
100 peonle were wmrrested and

detained without trial accused
of anti -state activity., ‘There
were renewed  allegations of

toture in custody and of
trajudieia]l executions of

combatant = villagers  in
Chittagong Hiil Tracts by go-
vernment security forces, The
de:th penalty was ¢xtended to
caover trafficking in women and
va ious drug offences. At least
45 people were sentsnced to
death.

e
no-
the

Bruaei Darrussalam :

Two prisoners of conseience

that |

.on rioting inmates at

OFFENDERS

and detafned without trail in
January and were still held at
the end of the year. Five other
prisoners of censciemce held on
their alleged connection with a
rebellion against the Sultan of
Bruneiin 1962 also remained in pri-
son four of them had beea detain-
ed without charge or trail for over
25 years. one for 13 years.
One long term prisoner of
conseience was released in Feb.
ruary and agpother died in
custody in June - he had been
held without charge or trail
siace 1975. Some 37 other
politieal detainees who had
been held in unacknowledged
detentien for up to 20 months
were also released. Two people
were sentenced to death but
there were no executions.

Burma :

Thousands of people were
killed and arrested during wid-
espread protests against military
rule. Many detainees were freed
but several hundred prisoners
of conscience were still held at
the end of the year. Some
detainees were reportedly tor-
tured or ill- treated. More than
50 prisoners were killed when
security persounel opeaed fire
Insein
executions were
prisoners re-
sentence.

torture

Prison. Five
reported and 62
mained under death

There were reports of

and— extrajudicial — killings ~ of ~Oxford “Amglican —mind inte a

civilians belonging to Burma’s
ethnic minorities during army
countcr-insurgency operations.

Cambodia :
Around 430 people were
detained for politieal reasong

1988 and many more had been
detained in 1987. It was alleged
that severai people had been
tortured after their arest in 1987.

China :

Hundreds of people and pri-
soners of conscience were detained
after street protest in the Tibet
Autonomous Rezgion. Arrest of
demonstirators  involved in
religious activities which had
not been approved by the au-
thorities were also reported in
other areas. Seme were released
after being held without charge
or trial up to several months;
others were charged and remained
in custody. There were persis-
tent reports of torture of
detainees in Tibet. The death
penalty continued to be used
extensively and the authorities
called for a “‘crackdown’ on
erime after recording an 1ncrease
in major crimes.

Hong Kong :

Detained Vietnamese asylum-
seekers were reportedly ill-
treated. Two Hong Kong childven
convicted on criminal charges
were caned. Tweaty - nine priso-
vers were reported to be uvader
sentence of death, most of
them have been convicted eof
murder. There were no excutions.
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LEAD KINDLY-LIGHT
( continued from last issue )
it would be right to put that
of Newman, refuses to allow .
itself to be used for such ulge-
rior purpeses. It responds to a

public interest which already
exists independently of the
caleadar,

What then does Cardinal

Nowman mean today? What he
was first famous for was the
launching of a movemeat teo
restore Tradition to the Church
of Eagland, in which chureh
his heirs keep up a good fight
which 1s still neither wom not
lost. He wanted to make it a
truer Church, but his personal
search was for the true Church 5o
he became famous - for a while
infamous - for his conversion
from Anglicanism to Rome.

The contemporary relevance of
his starting transfer of allegianee
has been somewhat diminished
by the medern ecumenical
movement, where the hostilities

over which Church is truest have
been superseded. But that re—

volution in Telationships was
itself largely the result of the
Secoad Vatican Council, 1962-65,
which has frequemtly been refer-

red to as Newmaa’s Council
because of the way so many
of his insights at last feund

their mark. The modern Roman
Catholic Church has become

increasingly aware how much it

owes to one 19th ceatury Eng-
lishman, who transplanted his

Roman Catholie soul with as-
tonishingly fertile consequences-

Newman next became famous
as the object eof Charles
Kingsly’s insouciant barbs, and
for his defenee of himself in
great Apelogia, whieh was the
great literary sensatsen of its
time, Frem then on he was

rarely out of the public eye:
and towards the end ke became

famous asa Cardinal, which
was ne mere exofficio elevation
but a personal tribute of Pope
Leo XIII. He is famous stilj,
aot least for his hymns Lead
Kindly Light and Praise to the
Holiest in the height, which
comes from his epic Poem, later
set by Elgar, The Dream of
Gerontieus.

He died on August 11. 1890,
the hundredth anniversary of
which will mark the culmination
of this Newman year, and his
influence does not diminish
even now. His Idea of a Uni.
versity illuminates the »eentem-
porary debate aver the ! purposes
of academic education as a

beacon flashing out a piercing
massage -- “There is a knowledge

which  is desirable, though

nothing come of it, as being
of itself a freasure, and a

sufficient remuneration of years

of labour.” It may be a little
out of fashion, though its time

will come again. And so, it
may be hoped, will favour
return to Newman’s “idea of a
gentleman’ -- “It is almost a
definition of a gentleman to
tay that he is onc who never
inflicts pain,™*
from the timesef U, K.
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Easter -A Protest Against Death

Death is swallowed up in victory.

O death, where is thy sting?

O grave, where is thy victory?

The sting of death is sin;

and the strength of sin is the law.

But thanks be to God, who gives

us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

(1 Cor. 15: 54 - 37)

In the past we have experienced many deaths
and tragedies. Life was full of negatives. Disillusion-
ment, disappointments hopelessness loomed large in the
minds and hearts of people. How could one celebrate
life in the midst of death and uncertainties? Death
not only comes in the frame work of subversive
violence and repressive counter measures which claim
their victims every day. It creeps insidiously upon us
much more cruelly in the from of increasing unem-
ployment, the decline in the real wages of the poor-
est of the poor, drug abuse, denial of rights etc. We have
to ask ourselves whether we can celebrate the victory
of the risen christ, or whether we should not rather

weep for the triumph of Pilate and all the tyrants
who followed him in history.
In the prosperity of the - industrial west, today

many people are becoming cynical. They close their
eyes and do net want to see the misery of the
<*Third world™. They stop their ears and do not want
to hear the cry from the depths. They only want to
- keep what they have. And yet they sense how
meeningless their lives are becoming.

In the terror of the «Third world” people are
being driven to despair. Every day they see violent
death, and are pinned to the ground, hclpless They
cry out and become apathetic because no one hears.

Both these exgerlences seem to contradict Christ's
ressurreetion. Victory

seems  swallowed wup in
death, and hell triumphs - not only at the end of
this life, but here and now, in many countrieg,

through the mass of torture. Seen against the suffer-
ing of the world, Easter is absurd and the reswrrection
of Jesus bas no evidence to support it. In  this
perspective the power of death is unbroken.

But Easter tells us that we need not accept this
perspective as inevitable. Faith is not merely con-
sidering Christ’s resurrection to be true and hoping
for life after death. Faith means participating in
God's creative power. God makes the impossible possi-
ble Faith sees the raising of Christ as God's protest
against death and all those who work for death. The
resurrection faith i1s not proved true by means of
historical evidence, or only in the next world.
proved here and now, through the courage for
revolt, the protest against deadly powers and the
self giving of men and women for the .wictory of
life.

Christ’s resurrection 1s the beginning of God’'s
rebellion. This 18 an ongoing event which will be
completed when together with death ¢every rule and
every authority .and power’’ 1s at last abolished. The
resurrection hope finds living expression in men and
women when they protest against death and <he
slaves of death. It’s freedom lives in resistance against
all the outword and inward deaials of life and
passiopately seeking all that affirms life.

G.D. A.
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NEW YEAR MESSAGE

The dawn of a new year evok-
es in every ome of us hopesand
aspirations fer a better, amd br-
ighter future. All of us, ineu*
own personal way and as religi
ous communities or social gro-
ups attend Kovils, Mosques and
Churches and invoke the bles-
sings of God on us. As a Cen~
tre, always for the betterment
of our society, and working for
prospects of peace and harmony-
we wish to offer our greetings
to everyone without distinction-

Though the forms of wership
and the rationale for our seci-
al gatherings may be different .
the source of our yearnings and
aspirations is the one deep
and common humanity  Wi-
thin us. The variety of religions

and religious worship
must not divide but enrich
our expression of the year-

nings as well as strengthen our
pleas for peace and justice. At
the same time, we must all ask

ourselves: to what extent have
we used the facilities of our
religious belongings to further

the cause of peace and justice
for a better society.

At a time when we are see-
king a clear expression of our
indentity as one people, whith
a common culture and a com-
mon ideal, we wish that the
precious mysteries of our reli-
gions be not limited merely to
liturgical celebrations within tha

aed Churches, but also take the
forms of social celebrations ex-
pressing the messages of these
mysteries, ia an every-day lan-
guage, to the larger mass of
peeple. Such efforts are bound
to give new life to our society
weakened by all forms ef strife.

We inviie all religious and
social leadership to look beyond
the confines of their instituti=
ons, and set out ena plan of
action to save (and promote
the welfare of) the whole man
the common coacern of anything
worthy of its name.

- By Centre for Better Society

Peradeniya . University
External Exammatmns

The External - Examinations
of the Peradeniya University
commenced at the Jaffma Uni-
versitv on April Sth. Some 600
students are sitting for  these
examinations.

Professor S. Thillainathan and
Lecturer V. Nanthakumar are

in Jaffna to conduct  these
Examinations,
peradeniya University is now

the cniy University in Sri Lanka
which has provided this facility.

and  both thess lastitutions
have lost a warm hearted-friend.
The other children and families
she leaves behind are those of
Janaki Soundranayagam, Guhan-
anthan and Dr. Yoganathan.
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THE NEW CABINET OF
MINISTERS

President R. Premdasa anm-
ounced on 30th of March his
cabinet dropping a Veteran
popular Minister Gamini Dissa-
nayske. who had held imper-
tant portfolios since 1977 and
bringing im six new miaisters
as anticipated last week.

The new ministers are Mr.
Harold Herath (Foreign Affairs)
Mr. Rupa Karunatiilake (Ports

and Shipping) Mr. K. M.
Chandcra Bandara (Power and
Energy) Mr. Weerasinghe

Mallimarachchi (Food and Co-
operatives) and Mr. Darmadasa
Bandara (AgriculturalDevelap-
meat and Research)

Mr. Ranjan Wijeratne, frem
Forign affairs back to Plantation
Jndustries, Mr. Lalith Athulath
mudali from Agriculture and
Cooperative to Edueation. Mr.
A.C.S. Hameed from Higher
Education to Jusiice.

Mr. 8. Thondaman from Tex-
tiles to Tourism while retaining
Rural Industries portfolio.

Mr. U. B. Wijckoon from
Pablic Administration, Home
Affairs And Provincial Councils
to Textile iIndustrics and Hand-
looms. Mr. A. M. S. Adhikari
from Tourism to Reconstruetion
Rehabilitation and Social Wel.
fare,

mosques -~ -*Bth-er M;mstewwc continu-

ing with their respective Port-
tolios. Mr. D. B. Wijethunga
was once-dagain chosen -as the
Prime Minister forthe second
term and continues as the Minis-
ter of Finance too0.

OBITUARY

Mre. Swarnamathy. Wijays-
nayagam passed away after a
brief illness on the 27th of
January 1990 in Colombo. She
was the wife of the late Mr.
S. A. Wijayanayagam. Mrs.
Wijayanayagam and her family
endeared themselves to Jaffna
College and the Diocesan Com.
munities while living in Vaddu
koddai and many years latef
at the Paranthan Medical Clinic

of the JDCSI where her soun-
in - law Mr. 5. P. Rajanathans

Medical Practitioner and hel
daughter Thevaki served the
Diocese very acceptably. Almost
all the children in the family
studied at Jaffna College and
her eldest soan Sathanaathan
was a past president of the
Jaffna College School Counsil
and is now a live wire of the
Jaffna College Alumni Associa-
tion in Terento. Her younger
son Karunaaanthan'is one of
the most active members cf the
Alumni Association in Colomboe
for the past four 'decades.

Mrs. Wijayanayagam along
with her children maintained a
very cordial relationship with
the Coliege and the Diocese
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