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A leaf from the past

JOURNAL OF MESSRS.
RICHARDS AND MEIGS AT

JAFFNAPATAM, CEYLON
October 5, 1816

On Tuesday evening the 24th
of September we together with
our wives went on board a dhony
‘at Celombo for Jaffna. We were
accompanied to the dhouny by
brothers Chater and Griffiths
who took a very affectionate
lsave of us. We sailed about
3 O’ clock the following morn-
ing. On Wedaesday we were
all very sea sick. It was a distress-
ing day especially to Mrs. Meigs,
We were much alarmed' abeug
her on Wednesday evening, but
the following day we were all
better. We lay at anchor on
Thursday night, for fear of the
Pearl Banks, and on Friday noen
we arrived safely at the mouth
of the river at Mannar. Here
the water is so . shallow that
dhonies were obligedto unload
and occupy several days in pass-
ing through. On Ssturday morn-
ing we all weat up to the fort,
about two miles in'a boat which
Mr. Orr (1) the Collector was
so kind as to sead us and we
spent the day at his house,
and were treated very politely.
We tarried at Mannar till Tues-
day, October 1st im a house
pear Mr. Orr’s. We had been
unable to get away before that
time, having beem obliged to
oversee the unloading of al] our
furniture, and that of cur bret-
hren, and naving it safely lod-
ged in the Cuatom — House till
the dhony could get over the
bar at the mouth of the river.
We did not wait fer this, as
the scasen was far advanced,
but hired two boats in which
we put a few of our most
‘necessary articles, leaving the
rest te be brought on ia tho
dheny aad between 11 and
.12 O’ cleck a. m. set sail for
Jaffna, a distance of about
45 miles, where we arrived the
same day, but so late that we
did net go on shore that night,
but slept in the boat. Thenex:
morning October 2,we went on sho.
re before sunrise and proceeded
to Mi. Mooyart’s (2), where we
found our frieads and met with
a most welcome reception,
Mr. Mooyart is a sincere fri-
end of missions and missionar-

es. Brother Newell (3) lived
with him while at Jaffna, after
him Mr. Lynch (4) then brother
Warren (5) so that theroom in
which they lived has acquired

( Continued on page 4)

The Au‘ Raids
Churches & Christian

Institutions

Due te the constant air raids
in the Northern Province duri=
ng the last five: months after
the resumption of hostilities on
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A Mystery for Christmas

Jaffna college Vadukoddai
conducted Its Annual Carol
Service on Sunday the 25:th No-
vember at 5.30 p. m. in the
Cathedral Church. This year
the choir perfermed ‘‘A mystery

the 11th of June, several thou- for Christmas'> by H. W. Me-
sands of homes and several hun- knaey,
dreds of business and commer-
cial centres have been severely The bidding prayer was led
damaged or destroyed. by Dr. Robert Porter and the
.'closing prayer was offered by
Unfortunately even temples, the Rt Rev.  'D. I, Ambala_..
vanar. The Cathedral Church

churches amd schools were not
spared. We give below a list of

was packed to capacity inspite

Protestant Churches and [nstity- ©f the bad  weather and  the

tions which suffered heavy Political situation.

damage.
1. Christ Churzh and Vicarage, Jaffna (Anglican)
2. The Urumpirai Church (Anglican)
3. Dharmapuram Church, Kilinochchi District (Anglican)
4. Karuna Nilayam Girls’ Home, Kilinochchi (Anglican)
5. St, Peter’s Church, Jaffna (Methodist)
6. Jaffna College Primary school
7. Levi Spauldiag Boys’ Home, Vaddukoddai (€.5.1.)
8. Vaddukoddai Parsomage and Diocesan Office (C.S.1.)
9. Cathedral Church, Vaddukoddai (€81
10, Tellippalai Church and Parsenage {C:S'T)
11. Erlalai Nerth Church, and Parsonage ¢ EE8:L)
12. Velanai Church (C.S.1.)
13. Paraathan Church and Day Care Ceatre (C.S.1.)
14. Kilinochchi Church and Parsonage (C.5.1.)
15, Greem Memorial Hospital, Manipay (C-8..1.)

India’s, New Prime Minister First Woman Diocesan

Mr.S.Chandrasekhar, the break
away Soeialist leader of the-
Janatha Dal has been sworn in
as Prime Minister of India
following the failure of Mr. V.
P. Singh to win the vote of
.confidence in his government
on the floor of the Lok Sabha
at its stormy sessiens on
7.11,1990. The eleven heur
~debate ended with the historic
vote and the resigmation subse-
queatly of Mr. V.P. Singh.

Scenes were witne-
ssed again in the House on
16.11. 1990 when the vote of
confidense on the new Prime
Minister was taken up for discus-
sion at the Lok Sabha. Mr.
Chandrasekhar however by a
majority of 65 wen the vote
ef confidence in his goverp-
ment, ©oringing te am end a
griping episode ia our neigh.
bouring contineat.

Turbulent

Chandrasekhar assumes
Seventh Prime
Minister of India, the largest
democracy in the world with
the support of the Congress
given in such ample measure,
as to prempt a news broad-
cast from India to describe the
new gov
governm

Mr.
office as the
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Not Welcomed By All

The World Anglican Commu.
nity was given its first woman
diocesan bishop en June 29,
the Feast of St.Peter and St,
Paul, when Dr. Penelope Jamie-
50n was consecrated to the epis-
copate.

The next day she was imsta.
lled 1n St. Paul’s Cathedra,
Dunedin, as the seventh blshop
of Dunedin, New ™ Zeeland.

The 47 year old wife apg
mother, fermer University leet-
urer and then Wellington Vicar,
bhad made history.

According to Awustaliag Angl.
ican Weekly Chureh Sceng, Jung
29 gave rise to other ironjes
and controversies. A few days
beferechand unease surfaced in
certain senior Maori quarters
over Dr. Jamieson’s impending
role.

The Bishop of Aotearoa, Wha-
kahuihui Vercoe himscif a chief,
declared Maoris were not ready
or able to aecept g woman’s
spiritual autherity over mea, so
he would net attend the cere-
monies.

Bishop Leonard Boyles the
Roman Catholic Bishop of Dupe-
din also excused himself from
the consecration. 1t seems he

ﬂ%ﬁﬁ{f@‘%mﬂ]'und“ pressure

ﬁmﬂ@ﬂﬂaﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂﬂ?

Daniel Poor
Memorial Fund

Our readers will remember
that during the 200th birth
anniversary of The Rev. Dr,Daniel
Poor, observed in 1989, the
Diocese decided to set up a
Deniel Poor Memorial Fund,
the interest from which will be

used for boarding scholarships
for very poor children either

at Jaffna College or at Uduvil
Girls College. We are happy
to report that we have raised
nearjy two lakhs of rupees
though our target was much
higher, We remind our readers
that the fund is still open and
that they are invited te make
a contribution to thc fuad.

The special Danial Poor Sou-
venir carrying reports of the
Celebrations, addresses at the
seminar along with a biograp.
hical sketch of Dr. Poor will
soen be publised. It will alse
iaclude a list ef comtributors te
the Denicl Poor Memorial Fund.

- Teilippalai - Hospitai

With the General Hospital
shifting back frem Manipay te
Jaffaa, the Tellippalai Govern-
ment Hospital has been shifted
to the Manipay Mfssion Hespi-
tal premises from Monday the
12th of November 1990. The
Intermationz! Committee for the
Red Cress (ICRC) has taken
charge of the Jaffna Hespital.
The surrounding area of the
hospital has been deelared s
peace zone.

Tellippalai Church

The oldest Mission Station in
the Jaffna Diocese of the Church
of South India is Tellippalai.
It is of sentimental interest be-
cause of its assosiation with
Rev. Dr. Daniel Poor and Rev,
James Riehards, the pmnccr
American Missionaries whese
bones lic burried in the smalj
Mission Graveyard adjoining
the Church.

The Tellippalai Mission House

dates back to the Dutch gnd
portugese period, when succegq
ive missionaries  {ived there-

undertaking pioneer mission work
in Tellippalai and its environs, -

The deseeration of this stat-
ion by three bombs in success.
ion by the Sri Lanka Air Foree
destroying the Church and the
Mission House om the 19th of
October 1990, and spreading
panic in the village by the loss
of six civilians lives including
a 10 menths old ehild was anm
event of grim sigaificance in
mission annals.

(Coatinued on page 4)
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Editorial 1

An Anniversary Reflection
Theological Education

A landmark event which takes place among others which have
marked the starry moments of 175 years of mission aanals, is
the plan outlay for Theological Education in the North drawn
up in 1983 by the Jaffna Diocese of the Church of Seuth India.
Signifcantly the year 1983 was the year of the communal riots in the
South ‘which plunged the country into an abyss of barbarism, ne_
cessitating for the first time the need for varying perceptions of
our local tasks as a Christlan Church.

Theological Education in the North is not a new venture. Th-
eological education began with the establishing of the Batticotta
Seminary in 1823. On its suspension in 1855, Rev. M, D. Sanders
revived Theologieal education in 1859, but not under very happy
auspices. The hale surcounding the first Principal' Rev. M. D.
Sanders and the calibre of the Staff (local stalwarts eerved oa
the staff as Messrs. B. H. Rice, J, R. Arnoid and J. P. Cooke)
were clouded by the temper of the the time when the youth
seckig theolegical education were still smarting undec the chilling
effects of the scarpping of Emglish in all schools of the Mission
and the non-availability then of suitable text books in Tamil
for those who wished to embark on a theolegical career

For many years, the theological school numbered from 20 to
30 students ia two or three class and graduated & classes every
second or third year,

But it is a sifinificant reflection that the Anderson-Thomson
Depuation which made a decision of far reaching  ramification
did not intend te include theological education in their purview
They suggssted to the Mission that a select class of ths thes]
ogical students instructed in English be a regular feature of the
Seminary. It did show the impostance the Decpuation attached to
theological education ia the Seminary as distinct from general edo
ucation. But the local Mission authorities thought it indiscreet-
to maintain an English stream oaly for one group of students
and in particular at the Seminary at-a time —when  seagitiviticg
ran high ever the decision to give up English as a medium of
instrucation,

In this context,, the name of Rev, Marshall D. Sanders whe
died at Vaddukoddai on August 29. 1871, brings te sharp focus
a pioncer who not merely chaired, as its  first Principal,
the Misslon Theological Coilege, but also spearheaded a campaiga
ia America for the setting up of a strong Beard of Trustees in
The U. S. for Jaffna College and its varied branches of activity. (A
Hall in his memory was erected at Tellippalai in 1879). The
Theological and Training Institute was shifted to Tellippalai in
1871 and put under Rev. W. W. Howland. According to Mission
records’ a class which graduated in 1875, (115 y ears ago) compri-
sed:- Rev. W. P. Nathaaiel, Rev.S. John, Rev. William Joneph
Rev. S. Eliathamby, Rev. Isaas Paul aud Rev. S. Veerakathy.

The Christian Theolgical Seminary at Maruthanamadam, begun
in 1983, true to tradition, has not bzen established under very
happy auspices. Serious convulsions in national life have made
higher education inany branch a distant goal. A few years of necessary

breathing Space is necessary for the new institution to shew results, Bug

it is good to remember that the Seminary is the out comelof a dire nzeg
and a conviction that jhe Jaffna Dioeese of the C. 5. I., sa
successers of the American Csylon Mission (established in
1816) should not lightly shove away the responsibility cast on it
by its histerical traditions, to lighten the weight of the develo-
ping crisis oa higher education in all its branches in this land.

A rieh diversity of convictions about purpose, mission and role
marks today the character of theological education in many par_
¢ of the world - Amidst this diversity, the CHRISTIAN @ENTURY
in a lead article has this to say on the central gquestion of ac
tountability to the Church:- !

««The Seminaries should NOW return to the rock

from which they were hewa.’’

under Q/I/104/89
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address delivered by the
Chief Guest Rev. Dr. Francis Soundararaj

These disadvantages have in
a semse stunfed our educational
development. However, at the
close of the century change has
become imminent. In India the
soojal imbalance is becoming a
matter of seriouS concern. Educat-

jon is becoming more widely
participatory. Free education,
Teservation for the deprived
classes, and other cncourage-
ments have brought about a
change in vy SCED-

ario. The learners are no lovger
of homogenous privileged group
of the urban or upper -middle
class sections of society. From
homogeneity we meve towards
heterogencity. The system of
education most quiekly respond
to such a welcems change. The
implications in terms of restru-
cturing curricula, planaing of
remediation programmes, creation
of opportunities of employment
and academic development are the
new challenges that ought to
be met.

Another changes, equally signi-
icant as the demecratisation of
education, is the integral conn-
ection between natienal develop-
ment - developieg couatries can
hardly afford to bypass this-
and knowledge. During the 20th
century knowledge has been
walking hanpd -in- hand with
development, This is reflected
in the changing patterns of the
curricula, which reflect the
different phases of nationale
development and corresponding
popular demand. Earlier than
the fifties there were hardly any

changes in university curricula
in India. One who acquired
proficiency in speaking and

writing English was good enough
to enter upon a career and
make a mark in society. Howes
ver, in the fifties, owing to the
beginning of national economic
planning for development, Eco-
nomics came to occupy the
prime of place superseding llistory
or Philosophy. The' subsequent
emphasis on industrial develop-
ment tilted the scale in favour
of sciences and of Physics and
Chemistry in particular. Fiirther
develoment in terms of mechan-
isation and technological advan-
ces favoured bio - sciences. With
the Computer revolution peak-
ing up, Physics and Mathemat-
jes are in the ascendancy. Ag
attention is increasingly being
given to generation and conmser
vation er distribution of wealth,
Commerce and Management Sci-
ences are preminent. Egually
prominent are profes sions of
medicine and ongineering which
go to develop individual mater-
ial welfare and prosperity, A
cursory look at the shifting curr-
icula shows that, at least in a

developing nation, education
spontancously and necessarily
iundergirds national development
One may be tempted to condemn.
such deveiopment as pursuit of
materialism. perhaps the charge
may be true if am affluent nat-
on pursues materialism for its
own sake, As the saying goe-
““unless there is a surface you
cannot paint a portrait’’ and,
accordingly, unless there is mini-
mum development, a nation can-
not fulfil its aspirations. Te
that degree materialism is more
a heip than a sin. And educat-
ion will do well to be supperts
lye of it. Only the purpose of
development shall be noble.

{to be econtinued )

175th  Aniversary
(Comtinued on from page 1)
the name the *Prophets Cham-
ber*.

Brothee and sister Poor Ileft
Colombo four days before we
did that is onm the 20th ef
September in a boat with Mr,
Wilkins, a merchant of Colombo,
whoe was coming to Jaffna on
pbusiness. The dhony in which
we came being much crowded,

did not afford good accemme-
dations for more than two

families for which reasom Mr,

& Mrs.Poor embraced the oppor-
tugity of coming with Mr. Wilk-

ins. Mrs. Poor suffered much om

the voyage &nd was reduced

very low but finally arrived in
safety om the 26th of Septem-

ber. :
Missionary Herald, January 1818
01. Mr. Orr - Collecter, Customs,
Mannar
02. Mr. Mooyart - Dutch Gent-
leman, Magistrate, Jaffna
03. Rev. Newell - American Miss-
ionary - visited Jaffna in 1813
04. Rev. J Lynch - Methodist
Missionary - arrived in Jaffna
in 1816
05. Rev.Warren - American Miss-
jonary - arrived in 1816
08. Rev. Meigs and Rev. Rich-
ards belonged tofthe first
batch of Americar Misse
jonaries who eame to serve

in Jaffna in 1816.

(continued frem page 1)
Tellippalai Hospital

The roof of the urch, winCh
dows and the altar were badly
damaged. The Presbyter of the
Church and some refugees who
were near the site had a mira-
culous escaps.

Union College whieh ramai-
ned a Mission Tnstitution till
the take over in 1960 suffered
widespread damages to its buil-
dings and many ef which are
in a state of collapse.

The Mission House at Telli-
ppalai was reeeatly repaired
after it had been damaged ear)
er twice during the offensive-
of the SriLankan Air Force
and afterwards whenthe IR K F
was in Jaffna. ‘

CORRECTION
In the Editorial column page 6 of our last issue of
23-11-1990 in paragraph 6 last section ‘“while the normel
consignments to Jaffna were 12,000 Metric Tons per mon-
th’ and not 12 Metric Tons as erroneously stated.
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