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The Celestine Fernando Memorial

The Ceylon Hible Society
and friends of the Jate Rev.
Celestine Fernando ( 1914 - 1989)
have decided to set up a Cel-
estine Fernando Memorial Trust

Fund, interest from this fund
will be used among other pro-
grammes fora periodical com-
memoration lecture which  will

promote the causes with which
the late Celestine Fernando was
assoeciated.

The Struggle for Justice

A memorial inaugnral address
en the theme The Strupgle for
Justice was delivered by the
Rev. Somasiri K. Perera, a for-
mer Principal of the Pilimatalawa
Theological Seminary and also a
former President of the Sri Lanka
Methodist Coaference on the
8th of Oct. at the Sri Lanka
Foundaiioan Institute in Colombo,
The Rev, Perera in his lecture
bezins with a study of the
biblical uederstanding of justice
He points out as Jeremiah did
that *‘righteousness is indispen-
sable for the undersianding of
the religion of the Tlsraelites™.
“This is the name by which hg

will be called: The Lord is our
righteousness”® (Jer 23:6). He
goes on to point out that

the Bible is primarily a record
of what God has done with
this world and jis concerned with

history, not enly Hebrew his-
tory, but of the history

of ether nations as  well
The key to understand the
histery of the Hebrew people
is their oppressiom and their
liberation from oppression »
The oppression -liberation
theme 15 at the heart
of biblical faith, The Rev. Perera
goes on to poist out how this
biblical message is relevant today
to the problems of the poor

and the oppressed.
The oppressor exerts pressure

on the oppressed. Feorce is
used to get work doune,.
Oppression degrades the poor.
The result is dehumanisation and
depersonalisation. One important
task today is to identify the
eppressor and the oppressed.
Whenever the Bible speaks of
oppresion it also identifies the
oppressors and the oppressed.
Today within the nation, whea
a ruling class gains power and
authority, various methods of
oppression are used. Many ot
which can be paralleled in the
0Old Testament. Exploitation of
workers, fraud, usury, bribery,

The Church speaks

In the last part of the lecture,
the Rev. Perera summarises the
thinking of the Asian Mission

out

Lecture

Conference (A M C) of the Chri:
stian Conference of Asia (C C A)
which was held in Indonesia in
September 1989 with a view to
sceing what God was saying to
the Churches in Asia today.
*“The important question for us
is not what God is doing with
the Church, but rather what God
is doing in Asia, so that the
Church may liscern where Jesus
Christ is at work and respond
to Him as he acts, making His
presence and Lerdship known”.
**The mission of God among the
suffering people of Asia is to
restore their life and dignity te
the fullest, so that the image
of God may be realised among
them ............ the suffering &nd
struggling peoples of Asia are
the people of God. This is what
we believe and confess™.

The Struggle for Justlce in
Sri Lanka

In his concluding remarks the
Rev. Perera refers to the stru-
ggle for justice in Sri Lanka. It
it basically, he says, a problem
of the use and sharing of pow-
er between the Sinhalese major-
ity and the Tamil ethmic mino-
rity which consists of Ceylon
Tamils- and Plantation Tamils.
One could say it is basically a
conflict between the *“‘oppre
ssor’” and the ‘““oppressed”.

The seeds of the problem go
back to the first constitution.
After the indepeadeace major
problems arose resulting in gri-
evances which r:mained and
festered. The Citizenship Act of
1948 which made a million peo-
ple of Indian origin whe had
carlier voted in the elections
of 1931, 1936 and 1947 disenfr-
anchised.

The passing of the Official
language Act in 1956, making
Sinhala the only effical language
gave cause for another
grievance. Other powerful
elements ip the situation are the

(Continued on page 4)

GREEN - LIGHT FOR
EXTERNAL DEGREES

The University Grants Com-
mission has given the right of
conducting Arts and Science
Degree Examinations for the ex-
ternal Students, to the Univer-
sity of Jaffoa. Hither to, Examin-
ations for the external Students
were conducted only by the
University of Peradeaiya. It is
also hoped that some colleges
will be affiliated soon to the
universities, to meet the incre-
asing demand for higher edu-
caation.

EXAMINATION SUCCESS

Mr. A. A. Paul, of the staff
of Jaffna College and worker-in
charge, Araly Church has passed
his B. D. Examination of the
Serampore University. He follew-
ed the B. D. Course a¥% an ex-
ternal student of the Tamilnadu
Teological Seminary, Madurai.

Mrs. Indrane  Jeyakumaran
B.sc. (Zoo) Special, Dip. Ed.
wife of the Rev. A. Jeyakuma-
ran aad of the staff of Jaffna
College has passed the Prelimin-
ary M. A. Examination conduc-
ted by the Department of Ed-
ucation of the University of
Jaffna, She will be submitting
her dissertation on ‘The Americ-
an Mission's Contributioa for
the Development of Female
Edueation In Jaffna’.

AN APPRECIATION

Mrs. Sybil Saverimuttu,

Mrs. Sybil Saverimuttu (nee
Somanader) was a bern teacher
like her illustrious father , the
late Mr. S, V.O. Somanader, ene
time Priocipal of Methodist
Central College, Batticaloa, She
was *‘Sybil-Teacher” to all the
pupils who passed through her
hands, both at Arasady schoo)
where she taught for some time,
and at Vincent Girls' High
School, Batticaloa, where she
spent most of her carcer as a
teacher. She was a very con-
scientious and dedicated teac-
her, and was much loved by
both colleagues and students.
She always tried to be a ‘per-
fectionist® in everything that
she did, and was found to set
an example and a ‘‘standard” te
her students to follow. Her
special field in education, was
English and Home-Science, in
which she excelied. She was a
very good cook, “*cake” being
her speciality, and was much in
demand among friends and relati-
ves, for Birthday cakes.

Sybil did not confine her acti-
vities within the four walls of
the class-room. She was am ac.
tive Guider and took part in all
the Guide-activities, and carried
on her duties most faithfully.
She was a loval and efficient
Guider and served the move-
ment for 25 years, for which,
the National Associatieon of
Sri Lanka awarded her a bar
for long and meritorious ser-
vice in Guiding. She was also
the Secretary of the Puliyantivu
Women’s Fellowship, for seve-
ral years and was an asset and
help in all the activities of the
Church in Batticaloa. Perhaps
what she most enjoyed, was
as a teacher and Superinten-

( Continued on page 4)
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175th Anniversary of the

A. C. M. (1816-1991)
A leaf from the past
Death of Mrs. Poor

On the 7th May 1821, the
Mission sustained a severe loss
in the death of Mrs. Poor.

She was a woman of good native
talents and well educated. In
America she had been employed
in teaching in different Schools
with success. As the companion
of a missionary, she was active,
devoted, self denying and prompt
in the performance of her relative

duties. She took the entire man-
nagement of the temporal con-

cerns of the staticn, includiag
making provision for the boar-
ding School, and overseeing the
repairs of buildings, as well as
the care of the family, se as
to leave her husband at full
liberty to pursue his appropriate
labeurs.

Her end was joyful even triump-
hant. The notices of her last
days, written by her afflicted
husband, have been too exte-
nsively circulated to meed repe-
tition here. It was a privilege
to stand by her dying pillew
and hear her say,

““Even my beloved hushand and

Children

Cease to be ties to bind me to earth
Every cord is now broken.

This is a victory for which I

Scarcely dared to hope”

It was iostruetive amd impre-
ssive to hescr her repeat, as she
held up her skeleton handsg
and looked at them steadily.

Corruption, earth and werms
Shall but refine this flesh.

And also when at mid - night
She was raised up in bed, near
an open window, through which
only darkness was visible, to
hear her say-‘‘there is outer
darkness’* end asa dog howled,
to add as she recoiled from the
thought, “without are dogs’.
And it was affecting when, near
the closing sceme, the little
circle at her bedsde cemmenced
singing
““Jesus with all thy saints above”
to hear her trembling voice une-
xpectedly burst forth, and while
her countenance reflected
©glory begun’* rise higher and
clearer in its thrilling tones
until it subdued that eof her
weeping friends and was heard
alone in the song of praise.

She said
‘T See Jesus all bright and glorious;
all bright and glorious. His chariot
wheels how bright they are; how
bright and glorious®’

(Continued on page 4)
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A Norther_n Focus

In a part of the country where optimistic
a poor track record, ia recent montis,

scenarios have had
it is good to

the arrival at Pt.'Pedro of Kumana the Sri Lankaa freighter with
not merely counsumer goods but with curceacy notes for the Jaffna
banks to tide ever the currency crisis, ia the Peniasula.

Innumerable have been the ramifications of the
“‘situation’’ in the life of the community. But none have

contemporary
beea

so overpowering as the inabilty of the monthly wage-earner in
Jaffna to do anything with a cheque issued to him by his em-

ployer at the end
and the rain and the politieal
chores at his work place.
irony.
and arrows’

of the month when he had braved the
weather to
Herein lies a huge and
The daily wage earnér is able to
of the outrageous crisis

sun

his daily
unexpected
withstand the “‘slings
more confidently than his

attend to

bourgeois companion wielding only a ‘cheque’.

We sincerely hope that arrangements will soon

be made to

pay all employees in cash for whieh they are entitled in a time

of ‘crisis’

when cheques become documents eof *‘uncurrent pay”.

Some venturesome souls in the world achieve fame by scaling

mountain peaks or plumbing new ocean depths,
ce in the Guiness Book of World Records
the Anglo - Irish Beerage

the Guinesses.

(Representatives of
nobility claim it is the

biggest selling velume after the Bible) There are others who tho-
ugh not so ambitious, excell in “‘edd ball olympics’jsuch as stan
ding on one leg for seven and a half hours at one stretch.

But no less

imprgssivﬁ‘ than these are the tribe of our

com-

muters who, duoring this period of crisis, travel to Colombo from

Jaffna by ths Kombadi Veddai route. They travel on pillions of

cycles or in bullock carts, tractor-trailers, wading some distance

(not negligible)
marathon

taking human cargo from one end of the stream to the

The fare is Rs.
is to be hauled.

e

25{«per

in plastic boats (some

Theirs is a feat that does not go into

in knee-deep water and finally ending their
70 of which ply to and fro

other)

person and Rs. 35/- if the bicycle also

record.

The Celestine Feranando

{continued from Page 1)
growth of the Sinhala-Buddhist
Nationalism and the emergence
of Tamil Natiopalism. Ope ex-
pression of Tamil Nationalism
was the demand fer a federal
system of goverment and sub-
sequently for .a separate state.
Final resolution of the ethnic
problem, says the Rey. Perera
lies ia the distribution of power
between the centre aad the
periphery (devolution} and the
unit .of devolution. Tha

the Psalmist’s note of hope-
**Love and truth will meet,

Justice and peace will kiss each

other

Truth will spring up from the
- ground,

and justice will loek down from
the sky.”

Yea, the LOrd will give what s

good,

and our land will yieid its incr-
; ease:

Justice will go before Him,

and make His footsteps a way.

175th - Anniversary.........
(contiaued from page 1)

and almost her last words, while
hardly concious of any thing
were,
“Glory beto God the Farher 10
God the Son - to .
God th: Haly Ghost”

— Mrs. Harriet Winslow

Rev. -
Perera conelades his lecture with

AN: APPRECIATION

¢ Continued from  page 1
dent of the Primary Sunday
School, of the Puliyantivu Met-
hodist Church. The little ones
adored  ““Sybil-Teacher” who
made the Bible stories come
alive to them, and were in turn
adored by her.

Sybil had maay sterling qua-
lities, and was always willing
and ready to step in and help*

when help was necdcd any-
where. She was a very good
conversanomst and one could

chat with her long witheut get-
ting bored. What her friends liked
most in her, was her ready
wit, and quiet humour, which
sometimes kept them sh:king
with laughter.

Most of her pupils
touch with . her after leaving
school, and they were always
welcome in her home,

Sybil was a spiritual help to
many, and her Christian wit-
ness, will live long in the Chu-
rch and among the people, and
her spirit will linger among her
relatives, pupils and friends,
who loved her, dearly.

May her soul Rest in Peace.

Prof. Mithra ~ Augustine
Director, Ecumenical
~ Instiute
Prof. Mithra Augustine, For-
mer Principal of Madras Ch-
ristian College .is now the Di.

rector of the Ecumenical Instit
ute of Whitefield in Baaglore.
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The American Ceylom Misson Press 182, 1st, Cross Street, Jaffna on Friday, 7th

of Nov. 1920 publishe
Cross Street, Jaffpa,

by The

Rev. G. D. ANANDARAJAN,

182, First

read of

they find a pla-

tional monolithic and

_to meet
, Ta Japan formal univecrsity edu-

kept in:

Jaffna College Prize Giving Extracts from the
address delivered by the

Chief Guest Rev.

The third change which eda-
cation has to reckon with in
the twentieth century is that
caused by knowledge explesion-
Never perhaps in the history
of human knowledge, since the
Renaissance, had there been
such a phenomenal growth of
knowledge as at present. Hence
we Speak about an ‘‘explosion’
of kmowledge. This is primarily
because of the rapid develop-
ment of Science and technol-
ogy. Just a small instance will
do to convince us about the
rapiditv of the growth of know-.
ledge. Speaking about the soca-
lled “‘chip - revolution’ one is
astounded to note the incredi
ble rate of its development. In
1951 there was just 1 circuit
per chip; in 1964 it became 10;
in 1970, 100; in 1976, 32,000
and in 1982, 100,000. Ne won-
der computers are changed in
increasingly shorter intervals by
improved models.. Again the
interval beetween discovery and
application of new gadgets and
devices is becoming shorter and
shorter. Photography was disc-
overed In 1727 aad it took 112

years for the first ¢ merato be
marketed in 1839. The electric

bulb took 65 years and now
computers are changed in fewer
than two years. Also the size
of technology gets reduced as
knowledge increases and it be-
comes cheaper. The revolution
in micro - electronic base tech-
nology in the cause of such a
change. All these pose a chall-
enge to education. The conven-
cumber-
some educational structure, of-
ten recalcitrant to change, will
not do. Our syst=m ought to
become less formal and more
lexible tc b.sing about changes
knowledge explosion.

cation is supplemented by cont-
inuing educational prgroammes
run by industries. themselves
which periodically update know-
ledge of their employees. In
U. K. work and study are linked
withia the formal system so-that
the learner may be in step with
the current developmeat of
knowledge.

Fourthly, the - cenventional
understanding of’ knowledge is
giving way to lift our vision to
mor¢e recediog horizons. In the
past, Ecouomic: indetified laand,
labour, ' capital and distribution
as factors more or Jless static
in economic activity. Now the
concept of land is changing. The
raw materials themselves are
replaced. Wood is replaced by
fibre - glass for instaace; steel
by synthetic material; the plast-
ics have supplanted many others.
The conventional understanding
of labour is changing as auto-
matioa is increasingly used. Lab-
our is further modified by the
replacement of Repair - Culture
by Replacemeat - Culture: we

aow used te replace gadg-
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Dr.

Francis Soundararaj

These changes offer another
challenge to higher education.
The so - called theoretical know-
ledge that was the hall - mark
of education in thez earlier deca-

des of this century is found
inadequate to meet present
needs. More skill - orientation

is reguired to go hand in band
with knowledge acquisition. white
collar engineers and veierinar-
ians are now expected to be
also mechanics and stockmen
and L I1.Ts will wear out
in pelish  if they do-
not take the field of applicat-
ion seriously. An educational
system which is conservative
and traditional is often a stum-
bling block te the develop-

ment of knowledge just as an

attitude of conservative puri:m
towards a language hampers its
growth.

As educational planners and
teachers we are at the cress
roads of change. The directions
in whith educational develop-
meat may be determined are
becoming clear. On the one
hand liberal education needs
diversification to acecommodate
the change in, and growth ef,
knowledge that we have witne-
sscd The rate of accommodat-
ioa of knowledge explesion eught

therefor: to be accelerated. On
~the—ot her—hand —equity —in
education, especially in

countries where there are
onal and social imbalances, may
be achieved by facilitating far-
ger and greater participation by
those who have been kept out-
side the pales of knowledge.
The greatest challenge is to make
the academi stili astutely pur-
sue academic excellence. Educat-
ional institutions ought not to
deteriorate  into coaching or
rehabilitation centres; the task

of shaping minds in order to '

make them reach utmost brill-
lence ought not to be compro-

regi=

mised under social pressure. It

is according to the success or

failure of holding these goals’

in balance, our educational serv. '
ice will be judged in the immed-
iate future,

( to be continued )

Christ Church bombed

A bomb was dropped between
3-30 p.m. and 5-00 p.m. om
Christ Church, Jaffna, on the

2)th' June, 1990, three days after
the 118th

roof
com-

the entire prespytery, the
and most of the church

plex that is in the corner where:

the Second Cross Street cuts
the Main Street, Prior to
‘that, and even after, much

damage has been causedto the
ParishHall, the Szxton’s Quarters,
and the vicarage, all in the same
compound.

anniversary of'its
consecration. This blast destroyed

ba
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