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Peace in
soon.

Thamilchelvan Leader of the
Political LY
Anten Balasingam, Polirvical Ad-
viser, LTTE in an intervitw to
BRC stated that the LTIE is
p epared for unconditienal peace
talks. Bradmae Weerakone,
Adviser to the Presidest, said
that trem governme t has ffor th*

wing ol god

first (ime taken this statemesd

inte serieus consideration: but he
did mot State whether the govern~
ment’s respense is positive, Mean
while Anura Bandaranayake,
the mewly appointed Minister

Continuing Shelling
Shells are being hurled from

____‘Karain_aglr Army Camp practi-
cally every night

fall siong the coastal areas of

Poonalai’ Moolai and Chulli-
puram. A Buccira plaoe. flies
aloog the CO&SL!I area  every

evening at about 6.20 p. m The
people of the arca live in anti-
cipstion of bembing.

Gurunagar & Pasaiyoer
Areas in Jaffna shelled
frequently

Gurunagar snd Pasaiyoor are
two coastal suburbs of Jaffna
City. | These two thickly popul-
ated suburbs are frcquu’ﬂy she-
Mled from Mandaithivu Army
Gamps. Oa Sunday, 12th June
a shell fell mpear |St.  James
Church, Gurunagar. This
hlppcned soon aftsr the Sun-
dsy 'mass was ovyer. Anoihe:
fell inside the flsh market kill-
ing four snd injuring fifteen.
The tesidents mow live in fear
pecause of frequent shelling,
They have reﬁuut’cd_ the
Government Agest, Jaffna 1o
declare the area around [fish
market a safety zone. '

Infections Eye Disease
in Jaffna

A pew kind ef eyc disease is
spreading in Jaffma now. The
cause of the disease/is bacte-
tial infection’ and is aggrava-
1ed by h:cat aad s spread) by
fliet, acdordisg 1o 1he heaith
authorities
Since this
ect tug evesight,
cedl should | take

sve disease can aff-
' thoss conta-
immediate
treatment,
They are advised te

sprea”

tio S, alsa

siay cadoors to preveat

dahg

These shells

wira health autheri-

of National Integraticns stated
that, Sinhslese Tamils and Mus-
liras shoeld follow the path
ofl Mapdela and de Clark and
Rabin and Arafat
the long standing

blem in the country.

ethnic pre-

BOMBING AT
ATCHUVELY

Helicopter strafing teok pla
‘pe on 14th June from 12.00
woen till 3.00 p m areumd ida
ikadn and Vallai in Atchuvely.
This was followed by bombing
from Air Force planes.

in solving .

Not only has the film industry
been working on the plague of
teenage AIDS. ('l’h:ludclphta the
story of a lawyer who contra-
cts the diseass, won several
of the coveted Academy
Awards— ~*Oscars”~for | a well
made treatment of the subjeet
this year ) But short mew it
ems bave appeared in chureh
publications recently to indicate

that Christians baye not just
reasted with satisfied malevol-

Prof.A.Thurairajah

Prof. A Thurairajah, X Vice
Chancellor of Jaffos University
died oo 12th Jupe in 2 Nursi

'ng Home in Cuolombe. He was .

suffering from leukaemia for

some time, This forced him to

retire frem the post of Vice
Chaneellor at the end of March
1994 . He then tesk up =ppoi-
atment at Opea University.

Though he suffered from leuk-

aemia cause of his death wa:
du= to secoadary infection. He
died at the age of 60, ‘his
date |of birth being 10th Nevem-
ber 1934.

Late Prof. l'hnrllra_;ah huhd
fromImaian Udupiddy inthe Vada

marachchi ares of Jaffna, He had | T
his early edacation at Udupiddy | Commissien 9o Techuical Edu-
American Missiol Schoeol and |
Ceyloa |

{from Hartley Cellege | in July |

‘entared University of

11953, He was a bright student

right throughout and grldunlcd;

from the University with | 1st |
Class in Civil Esginsering.

He was sent on sch.lmship
te Elglnd and obtaimed his |
Ph D in Civil Baginecring from |

#

Cambridge University in chem-~

ber 1961. Late Prof.  Thurai-

rajab started his career as Assis-
taat Englucr in the P. W. D.

Then jeined University of Ceylen
ss jecturer im Civil Eugtnerm;
in 1962. In 1971 he was ep-
pointed as Profesvor of Civil
Engincering, Thes was elected

Dean of the Faculty of Eagi:
secring im 1975 May. He served

a5 Prof. of Civil Eogineering,
British |~ Columpia  University,
Canada' whem Be was on his
sabbatical from October 1977
{e November 1978. He returned
1o bis earlier pestias Dean of
the Faculty. After serving as

Professor and Dean of Engi-
neering. Un ersity fro
1985 toﬁ dsb &:Q

Vice - Chaide

of Jaffoa in March 1988,
Prof. Thurairajah was an

eminent schelar and sducatio-
nist. He built up Jaffoa Uni-
versity against all odds during
his period. Agrieultural Faculty
wes established in Kilinochchi.
His dream was to Set up aa
Engineering Faculty in Jaffoa
too. But it bad not] materia-
lized due te many factors. He
also held mamy honorary posts
of |which important omes are
Member of Janasaviya Trust fund
sindge 1990 and Member of

cation fiom 1990.
(Cofunued on paga 4)
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R. Porter
ence toward this really inter-
national plague that has most
often struck down gay mem
and women in the West.

In a receat edition of the
United Church News, there was

the news of a video diary of

two men struggling with AIDS

which appeared on the publie

Broadcasting System leat Jume -

*Silverlake Life: The View frome

Here’. Bill Johnson of the Unri-

ted Church Board for Homeland
ministries (Ministries within the
United States) said that the doc-'|
umentary ‘may bs the most
importsnt film about AIDS
ever made. The film was shog

en a day-to-day basis, as the

two subjects jived with the di-

sease and ultimately died of

it?

One of the recipients of the
UCE’s Aatoinette Brown Award
( named for the first womam
ordained in the ‘United States)
last year was Launc Whinu:m
Etter co- pastor | of Nianti®
Cemmunity UC C in Connecti-
cut. Ms. Etfer‘s activities incl
ude a Menthere in  pricon
Project whers chﬁrch voluntesrs
help keep |prisooers in
contact with their commueity”
Rev. Etter, however, alsd 1uns
s gospel choir | of pmo-nrd'
and most of these gre HIV pe
sitive (AIDS can

ilvclora T
(Contintied bn mgc 4) !.i'?
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B..KS ‘WILLIAM BARCLAY

I remember going to a trans-
lation pane] in Oxford mthout
a very essemtial part of my
lugpgc I wemt without am
Eaglish Bible.

1 went inte the town to get
a Bible, aad very  paterally,
since 1 am well acquaintsd
with Bibles at| home, 1 did
not buy an expensw- one.

Then 1 happcncd on what
must be very mecarly, the Bible
bargaip of all time-the Fontaaa
edition of the Revised Standard
Version, magnificently printed
apnd eyen im its paper covers
beautifully beund, end [all for
I’ofty pence. 1 bad net'knewn

jé tlut edition existed ‘uvantil
2QUR0@S] ) .and! it seemed

ﬁ;ham QfQJt?ﬁWarlahﬁfnthhupnt prics for

the best book thll 1 hlﬂ evlr
seen. | i
This set me ihmkmg I
We ldo not realies hew for
tunate we are. Of ceurse, in the
urly days, books were  eepisd
by hand. Thero was, 111 ths
fourth cemury 'AD; wheen the
great maanuscripts were hcmg
copied, a standard ratc of pxy
for scribes. Beoks for copyp[:
were divided into what

wWeie
dalled stichoi. A stiches (sin-
gular' form ef the werd), iz

not a line: If was eoriginally
the length of an &verage oﬁ. a
hexameter lemgth of peetry - |
the line in which l-lafvlverf
wrotec - and it was counted &S

sixteen syllables, Se the boaks

(Continued on page 4)
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EDITORIAL

22 ~s35000000 Prof A. Tharairajah | :

. death for three days.

Expired

Continued fram page l)
People of all walks Iowd
the ‘V..C.' very | much and the
entire Pcumsnla mouirned hi$
All edu-
cational institutions closed when
they heard his death. Haliday
was declared on the dab of
his| fuperal =sod COS ege | and

'Nﬂional Flags Elcw at half-

ma‘t . \ !

“;L »’ﬁe moml bcdy qu brounhl

Clmstlan lemg |

‘Give and it shall be ;w:n to you.” Thus spoke
“through Malachi. ‘We '~f|nd Jesus saying, "seek and you shall |
find, kneck and it sHall be opened and usk and it shall be |

i .’bthhe n| Bibl d adthl"- l
given ut nowhere in the Bi e it is sai give and it sha i Wels nerornied. [T [wisale of

be given’ you may say, But thrs is what was at the back of
Malachi’s mind when he asked us to test God.

Through Malachi God told Ish!ht!s that they have = cheated
Him by offering blind, lame aod sick animals |in sacrifice.
They have tobbed God by not Imngmg the ﬁill mhc into His
Storehouse. :

§ | |

Today we find many churches complaining that they are un-
alle 0 intet their financial commitments = They ate upable te
pay their quotas; they are umble t> do maintenanse and are
unable to Iulp the poor and the needy

What are the reasoas for the fin_.ncia.] difficulties Churches face?
Firstly most of the contributing menibers have migrated - some
have gone abroad and others have gome to Colombo. A few
who remaiu in Jaffna are usable to contribute much. So some
churches have tried 10 contact their former men bers who have
migrated; but the response is not very pood- so they say. In
additien, there arc alse new members who think they are in need
of financial help and loek to their church for assistames. What
¢an the poor church do uader such circumstances? The truth is
that many glve less than what they caa afford. Their contrj-
butions are very low compared to their income. We find that
people who carsed more than Rs. 4,000/ give as low as Rs. ?0,!..
per month & the maximem- is hardly more than Rs. 75/
menth, Ws also find people whe claim to be poer spend 1“,.
shly ea clothes, and fuactions like weddisgs and spending large
sums of money on video films and liquor. These show what
their priorities are. 'l'hese pcnp]e value money mere than Gnd
himself.

Malachi warned such people and extorted them to give
God abundantly. This is one place where Ged had asked the
Jews to test Him and sec. Bring the full tithes mpo the
storehouse that there may be foed in my  house and 1herehy
Put me to the test. Will IImot open the windews of | heaven
fer you and peur dows fer you an overflowing blessing
(Mal 3:6) 3
One must nalize that money and pa:sessmns mre tDOIs for hlm
to use to express his love towards others. Paul ia| his letter
to Corinthians states that Maccdonians gave much lmo:q than
they could afferd. That alse they gave ca their own free will
20 ome cosvied them This is the moacl everyone should fellow
They were able to do so b..cgusa lhey| commitied themselves to
God first. Because they gave themsel es| to God they pllowcd bhim
%0 use them. Secondly they loved others. Because | they loved
ethers they wan;ed to help thou in need. iig] |

The front cover of South Iadia Churchman once carried
picture of a church which was cntu’ely built by the local cong-
regation. These peeple felt that it was rhier own church and
therefore it was their duty to maintain it, so they even went
to the extent of building pre and raised the entire money from
within themsclvu, Some Jocal Congregations in India also suppory
the missionaries they send to other parts, Thia is one of the
rsasons for growth of church, in India.

If we Clmsnam also  give abundanuy the churches wiil
-not face financial difficallies and we need not go | begging. If

bank.

.

God | |

from Colorqbo | on Monday,
k’pt lying in smc a: Ugw:r
my’ of Jnfrzia and then takm
| by motorcade to| his | resldcncq
at Vathiri, where funeral rites

Jaffna thronged to pay its last
rcspicc!s to the |late great'edu-
ul]oullt j

Tiu chamo! of .qufna felll
on ithh Jume 1994. The Morn-
ing | Star ex¢c1ds its heal!fclt

' syuﬂpathlcs to, his bereaved wife

.of his life,

,rtment,

Chllfl!’tl’l and r.lahvcs May his
loul rest in pcacc ‘;

The Church...... ¥
(Contiaued frem page 1)

any time. ) The cheir raised!
more than [3.000 forthe Yale
New Haven Hospital's Pediatric

AIDS fund.

The May 1994 Oaqe World

. =
magazin-, “‘from | the World
Council of Churehes, ruas a

lead a:ticle on the fauh and
work of an Oklaheman mother,
Mary Cutherire ‘Smothermon,
beloved

r (Who waiched a {som
sicken, then recover with |the
temporarily successful use of

the AZT drug, aad then ¥ina-
lly S$uccumb to | the disease.
Ms. Smothermon at first sodght

to Keep her son‘s illness cémp .

‘I:,telj secret | frem the smali
Oklahoma town eof Chandler,

because she feared the indig-
mant | reaction of the Christian
communlty primarily, | and| so
did her som Kirt. Both mother
pnd father worried about losing
their | jObS and even abaut bgmg
for*ep to move| out of the town, |
which wss not an umommon
event in the earliér days | of
the A[DS plaguc ' They atten-
ded a support groip in O*ll
Ilom# City but l_tﬂd :no one
at home ambout-it.| i |
When  Kirt| First récovdrid
and his hair grew back aed he
regained his weight, he traveiled
for the Ok!ahoma hzallh dep-
talking |to students
and | othérs anonymously*
Protect his family.| This;moved
his parests te mdke a public
apnouncement | of | his | ilimess.
But very soon| hc was back |in
bed permianently. | _
three monthks
ugexpeste dly, many
friends and co-workers did come

Dn ringg the last

rnl}e
.f approx:matcw oue hundrtd pe-

;-2-,6{')0 asti_chm‘
i in Luke

rat that time| :
four! Gospsls wouid coast ninety
‘one |pennds,
‘out fon the same basiz, a copy

‘And now you
‘whole Bible tor less than fifty

ker jab and bezan a werk of
AIDS edudation and cars that
bas bccame the Oklahoms
Regional AID‘» laterfsith Net-
work. In & part of the United
States where ene wouid expect
the church to be more judge-
meatal cather than Jovisg,
“RATN seeks to change that
prejudice with factual' up-te-date
information on HIV and AIDS.
We help faith communmities
realize the |imporiance of com
passion and scceptance. The
network traias and supervises
voluntesr teams who become
extended family and support
for peopie  with AIDS"
Esch paticat has the servicea
of 10 lor more voluntcers, whe
provide social opportunities,
transportation, meal preparation
and housekeeping as well as
enjergeacy dgervices.

The teams do oot insist on
relicious discussion, as  often
paticots have been hurt by
“‘Christian*” reaction. But ifs
client wants to talk about spiri-
tudl matierst they will also de
that or bring in pastora] support.
“*Semetimes]
tional lo\'ej. cur cClients are
able to open their hearts teo
God. And lives--eurs and our
clients—- are timmsiormed .’

BOOKS OF BOOKS .
(Continued from page 1)
were clissed as haviag so mipy

stichoi. and of cours¢c however
you recopied them znd arram-
. ged 1kem on 1he pege. tbe
. number | of | stichei | remained
coa'stant. !
Now there is s sixth century,
New Testament |  manuscript
called the Codex Ciaromonia-

ous’ which gives the pumber
of stoehoi i each New Testa-
ment book. Further | there is
an sdict of !Diocletian publi-
shed eatly in the| forgh certery
wh.ah fixes tbe prices for all
mrl-i sz lhm and | amonyst
othér !hmgs it fixes the rates
for the bay pf scribes; and the
pay is t{wenty-five denarii per
huadred| suohm A
was| about fdur pence!
!ay thit the rae was

noe| per hundrr:d stichio.

‘Nb'w in N}ar hqv thers | are
| Matk 1, 600
2._900 ani |in John
2,000. That is to| say, in the
tour Gospels| there are 9100
stichoi, which is|to Isay that
a ¢opy! of {the
{If you |work it
of  Paul would
fifiy | pounds.
can buy Itha

of the lstters
cost more than

anyene feels that he caamot afford fet him first plan Bis budget te the Smothermoa home to PERTE ‘
Many find some coins clinging in their pockets when they Tetmrm  visit and 1o hclp-' Even Kirt When Wy cliffe published _lhg
{from market. They can insert those clinging coins into a ' piggy saw that church pesple scrun]ly_ ‘Bible. in English for the first
At the end of ths moath they wil| Ifind | more money did cars, Afer Kirt died ja_ [lime| 8¢ the apd of “the fpur-
than what they intended to give the church .| March 1989 Ms Smothermos [ccnth ceatury it wes, of course,
Teat your Lotd Gpd by giviag |him what is due  te bim. decided that she had to “step, Defore printilg wes invented.
Give and it ‘h‘“ be g“"‘“ lo 3’9“ . | olt*’ | in fulh Shc rcsrgnrd (Continued 16 “acxt issue)
Regisiered as a Newspaper at the Geaeral Post Offlcc Sn Linka under No. Q/J/140/89 News Printed for the fafine Dicces,
of the Church of South Indial at the American Cevlen Musron Prew 182, 1st Cross| Strget, Jaffun on| Fridsy ibe 2¢th ol. June

1994 and publis'ed by Mr. D S, SOLOMON. i"t
|g|t|zeé’B
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receiving uncendi-

denarius
30" we
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