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The Parliament met at 9.30 a.m.,

MR. SPEAKER [THE HON. CHAMAL RAJAPAKSA] in the Chair.
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asked the Minister of Education:
(a) Wil he state -

)

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

v)

(vi)

the number of Government schools located
within the Southern Province;

separately, the number of qualified
principals serving in these schools and the
number of principals who have not
completed such qualifications;

the basis on which the persons who have
not completed the qualifications were
appointed as acting principals;

the measures that will be taken regarding
such acting principals;

whether the principals who have completed
the qualifications will be appointed to these
schools; and

how long it will take?

(b) Ifnot, why?
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(Mr. Speaker)
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(The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam - Deputy Minister of

Economic Development)

Sir, on behalf of the Minister of Economic
Development, [ ask for two weeks' time to answer the
Question.
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)

Hon. Speaker, today the Vote on the Ministry of
Economic Development is to be taken up. If the Hon.
Minister cannot respond to this Question, how can we
have the Committee Stage Discussion at 1.00 o'clock,
Sir?
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uswilger Bleomey GFinutin’ 1 Gurg) blFvail O
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Speui GOOLAGeuryT?

(vi)

(vii)
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Syt B)dFen g olaliumrr?
(@) BarEms, ereir?

asked the

Management:

Minister of Irrigation and Water Resources

(a)  Will he state -

(1)

(i)

the names of tanks and irrigation projects in
the Panduwasnuwara Electorate that were
renovated under Deyata Kirula, Gama
Neguma and other development projects
during the period from year 2013 to the first
quarter of 2014;

the estimated cost of each of the aforesaid
projects;

(iii)

(iv)
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the dates of commencement and
completion of each of the aforesaid
projects; and

the amount of money that had been spent
on each of the aforesaid projects by the
time the work was completed?

{(b)  Will he inform this House -

@

(i)

(iif)

(iv)

4

(vi)

(vii)

the nature of the initial estimated plan of
each of the aforesaid projects;

the names of the institutes by which the
aforesaid plans were approved and those by
which  payments  were  approved
accordingly;

the names of the persons who monitored
the implementation of the aforesaid
projects;

separately of the names of the projects
which were completed in line with the
estimale and those that were not thus
completed;

if projects could not be completed in line
with the estimates, of the reasons for such
failure;

whether payments have been made for such
projects; and

if so, the names of the officers who
approved the payment for such projects?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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asked the Minister of Environment and Renewable

Energy:

(@)

Is he aware that -

(i) the Sinharaja Forest Reserve is subjected to
an enormous environmental damage due to
the hotel named "Rainforest Eco Lodge"
that has been constructed in the Ensalwatte
area on the boundary of the Reserve;

(i) a severe threat has been posed o the
sensitive soil organisms and aquatic specics
living within the Forest due to the disposal
of waste into the Forest by the hotel; and

(i)  the construction of such hotels adversely

affect the existence of the entire forest

ecosystem?
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(b)

(©
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If so, will steps be taken to put an end to adverse
effects being caused to the environment by the
above-mentioned hotel and fo prevent the
construction of hotels on the boundary of forests?
If not, why?
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asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Buddha
Sasana and Religious Affairs:

(@) Will he inform this House -

(i) the statutory law that applies for the
Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship
Trust Fund;

(ii) the members in the Regulatory Board of the
Mahapola Higher Education Scholarship
Trust Fund under that stipulated law;

(iii) how often does this Regulatory Board meet
adhering to that law;

(iv) the number of times that this Regulatory
Board of the Mahapola Higher Education
Trust Fund met during the last year; and

(v) whether the representatives from the
students participated at those meetings?

(b)  Will he state -

(i} the benefits expected from investing the
money of Mahapola Higher Education
Scholarship Trust Fund in private
companies, if they have invested their
money in such companies; and

(ii) if they have incurred a loss as a result of
such investments, the persons who are
responsible for such a loss?

(c) Ifnot, why?
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HEAD 127.- MINISTER OF LABOUR AND LABOUR RELATIONS

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 109,760.000
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deliver even 200. That is the reality. Tf we had upgraded the
training given to our nurses and got A/L passed students to
go into training, we would have got not only foreign
exchange, but also a better living condition for all of them.
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Hon. Chairman, the Auditor-General’s Report of 2011
highlighted several discrepancies concerning
administrative and investment matters in the Employecs'
Provident Fund. But, it seems that the Government has
not taken serious note of it. The increase in the employer
contribution to the Provident Fund by 2 per cent has to be
considered as a device to bridge the Government Budget
Deficit.

Further, in his Report, the Auditor-General highlights
several instances where monics had been recovered and
not credited to the individual accounts. Thus, many who
are eligible to draw this money after 55 years have been
deprived of getting it and many bencficiaries have also
died without getting a cent. The JEDB, the SLSPC and
the Elkaduwa Plantation alone have to pay EPF, ETF and
service gratuity from 2001 to 2012 to the tune of
1,840 million, 1840
ayumribsar. | hope the Hon. Minister would remember that
he announced at the NLAC meeting that the plantation
management has undertaken to cut trees and pay up the
dues to the EPF from monics received by the sale of
those trees. Sir, | would like to know from the Hon.
Minister how much money he had recovered from the
sale of trees and the amount deposited in individual EPF
accounts of employces.

approximately Rs.

16508 3T

In addition to that, the Ceylon Transport Board has to
pay approximately Rs. 3,882 million to the EPF. All these
sectors are managed by your Government, and His
Excellency the President as Minister of Finance and
Planning, pointed out in his Budget Speech that lease
agreements of loss-making companies, which have not
paid their dues, will be cancelled. So, what is His
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Excellency the President going to do in respect of the
Government-managed estates, which have not paid even
the EPF for more than 15 years and which have not put
the State-managed plantations in perfect order, being a
model to others? Is it proper for the Government to
preach something that it does not practise, to others?

Then, Article 23 (1) of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights states, "Everyone has the right to work, to
free choice of employment, to just and favourable
conditions of work and to protection against
unemployment”. But, in reality, it is not so. The ILO
propagates “decent work™, but unfair labour practices are
committed often, taking advantage of the Government
policy. Out of the total workforce of approximately 8.05
million in our country, 62 per cent represents the informal
economic sector, which include garments, building
construction, agriculture, fisheries et cetera. The workers
in informal economic sectors like the garment sector, live
under precarious working conditions cspecially in
workplaces in the Free Trade Zones. This large workforce
is deprived of all statutory entitlements: overtime
payments, leave, holidays, EPF, ETF, other social
benefits and the right to organize. Sri Lanka adopted the
ILO Conventions No. 87 and 98, but the freedom of
association and freedom to organize and federate are
curtailed in most of the sectors.

With regard to the extension of collective agreement,
QumpESsrLssmpullsts  mafFrsALOu@lsTn L
PULGSEIS Derfls Neambgsh s L smaré s SIlgr 15
Garifld) euiFHHE Mphsiul iy heERETD D ETT S
SptivemLulls, Shsleon FTihs TTW SelWTTGmD

Qeriflrerisene  pUUES  apUTBsmT  SmLald
@HOEUTHLE), Bamyilsv S|EDLLS QUi & LoT 6l
afialssarrs  oydlalisd al@ssn. Fsuaurdn sibs
FTevEIE 60 EATIE TR By EATIT S, SH LTI
BewL_(pewpuilsysirar Fn (5 PULGHS s)HUTHHemans
soflwrisieon  Gamfloraisenss — anphis  OELWES

BNy EmS shbsallime. sronGear, Fiswer upaubiss
Beuswr(H@ e Gat (HieEsTar AT @ner.

Sir, if we take outsourcing, there is a very serious
situation in the country, which the entire House should
take note of In other words, there is outsourcing or
subcontracting of work to manpower agencies by some of
the employers for personal gain, thus denying the workers
their legitimate rights such as superannuation benefits,
permanency, employment injury benefits et cetera.

Employers hire contract labour repeatedly on a short-
term basis, which helps termination of workers easily.
Besides, there is total absence of trade union rights in this
process. The workers are not permitted to juin Tracde
Unions and as such there is no possibility of colisciive
bargaining. A large number of workers are being affected
due to this process.

Sir, according to the Brazilian Labour Law, companies
that outsource part of their activities to other companies

have to show some responsibility for the labour rights of
workers of subcontracted firms. Also, outsourcing firms
are strictly required to ensure decent work conditions,
dismissal protections and other legal guarantees.

The most surprising aspect is that a proposal was
unanimously adopted by the NLAC concerning
outsourcing and the Hon. Minister submitted a Cabinet
Memorandum two years ago to that effect. But, no
decision has yet been taken by the Cabinet with regard to
a very important issue affecting thousands of workers
who are deprived of their legitimate rights. I would like to
know whether this is the proud policy of “Adambara
Thaththa's Chinthanaya”. Thousands of workers have
very badly been affected. So, I request the Hon. Minister
to take serious note of it. There should be a decision on
that. Please follow the Brazilian example and learn from
their experience. A large number of outsourced workers
are denied of their rights. They do not know who their
employer is because they have been contracted and
subcontracted endlessly. Everywhere, even at most of the
leading hospitals, the workers have been recruited
through employment agencies, in other words, through
brokers. We want them directly employed by your
employers. They should know their employers and they
should also enjoy their rights. A large amount of earnings
of the country is being brought by the informal sector.
So, why are workers in the informal sectors are being
deprived of their rights?

Then, I come to indexation of wages. According to
Section 20 (2)(b) and (c) of the Wages Boards Ordinance,
the Commissioner of Labour is required to ascertain and
publish the cost of living index variation in the
Government Gazette. The Colombo Consumer Price
Index was published in the Government Gazette monthly
from 1952 up to April 2008, the variation was Rs. 2 per
point. In May 2008, a new Index was introduced, but it is
not published in the Gazette now. Thus, the Trade Unions
find it impossible to bargain without this Index, which
forms the yardstick in wage negotiations, especially in the
collective agrecements. This is one of the priority areas
which have been discussed in the NLAC for a long time.
The decisions taken at the NLAC are not being
implemented. Hon. Minister, with your all experience -
you were a trade union leader and also the president of
my union at one time - you can look into this matter. We
appreciate that you, who was a trade union leader, have
been given a very important position and we would like to
see these important issues are addressed on a priority
busis.

Finally, I must mention that this Budget, instead of
helping the workers, has cheated them and shattered their
hopes and aspirations. 1 hope the Ministry will take
prompt action, at least, to eradicate the outsourcing
menace and help a large number of workers.
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(sallEreni sjarrsar)

(The Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. Perumal Rajathurai.
Before he starts his speech, the Hon. Deputy Chairman of
Committees will take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. SPLAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES |THE HON. MURUGESU
CHANDRAKUMAR] took the Chair.
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(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.
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{The Hon. Perumal Rajathurai)

Okay, Sir.
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(The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam)
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(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)
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@0 mos8ws eDEIye® Bwma
(wremm g sFlsnuwr Gaaruysin)
(The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam)
I AHO SmO-

o6 028&% ecined Swvm

(wramuflg smidef] QarssGs)

(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)
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SmduBndrd 80 cuecd e Hedmih,- [@r0 B30

Bewddys swsBn®s

(Do g sallarant sjeuisdr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! Hon. Minister, please wind up now.
Your time is over,

6 ®8 &, eemed Bwmn

(wrsmrflis smidlaf Qeordg3s)

(The Hon. Gamini Lokuge)

®0 Dewlds woodndd, dend® @ & 8D 28 »dth
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e, esl aowd covdd s gl omleed @
Bomlsed Bucd Brlfnedeos Jpde yenddsi Bed
@8 glesst momta.

Beedvhs wswiedn@
(Do g mallsweri opeuiser)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Order, please! The Vote will be taken at the end of

the day. The Sitting is suspended till 1.00 p.m.

detB® JO ¢nmed M0melE»0 o H30m 8,
2.0, 1.000 Bewlds mdisnemnd [0 05788 Dimlems
Bwm| ed swedndewes 50m sd58m =&

yFeriiy, ywisy i 1.00 wsnfaspr Geor Blpssoud B
W  Cwresslng, UrdF surkrwst osuisst [wrehryls
FHANE AT TEET | SeWeVsWIL Mty 7 7 oM.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 1.00 p.m. and then resumed, MR.
DEPUTY SPEAKER [THE HON.CHANDIMA WEERAKKODY] in
the Chair.

@wInfn@o

(saflamend jsuimer)

{The Chairman)
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105 02 888, 42582 -850 g@isDdw
01 & Di@wowm,- elong® BiReldns - gtdinm Sweed,
5.7 ,677,550,000

sy 105.- Qurmsnrarr olalmss) oemwset
mapsAaa Lo 01.- Qewsvypsnnd QerwphurBass,
WWsisT(RauhiEs BlFsvsy spur 7.677,550,000

HEAD 105.- MINISTER OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 7,677,550,000

[&.29. 1.00]
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(The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame - Deputy Minister of
Economic Developiment)
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O gusie 588ce® Bum
(werebrufle #555 LepdplaSio)
(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame)
Sir, 1 rise to a point of Order.

swudin®:

(sallgrsni ojsuiseir)

(The Chairman)

g geste gdBce® Hewlds eBipon® etimn ¢
point of Order &=?

06 gusin y-88ce® dwsn

(wreawylle sahs yspdmaGi)

(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame)
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{The Hon. Ravi Karunanayake)
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@8 g@psreed MEHO OHOG etped BImd.
Oxfcods amrn® @i oe¢@dd (O, @mE®O
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Smwismh QurgarTsTr oialgsd Nrd sjeinFsmo)
(The Hon. S.M. Chandrasena - Minister of Special Projects
and Deputy Minister of Economic Development)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.
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{The Hon.Victor Antony - Deputy Minister of Coconut
Development and Janatha Estate Development)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

e fn®s

(sallFrert e ssir)

(The Chairman)

00, 8508 giind Bowivs zBmund 68 gdoes
9280 moman. What is your point of Order?

o6 B0l ui0d Bum

(omewmlly el T s sil)

{The Hon.Victor Antony)
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(The Chairman)

That is not a point of Order. ©5; 8=3Bm@s mdh wdsis.
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(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, vou have two more minutes.
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, 1 rise to a point of Order.

ARSI ST TON

(sallareni sauisar)

{The Chairman)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?
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BISY ebE g O¢ voE §gieen VOBMOED grlm.
edamenent eed ool B ewienl HEed o 00
g Fost emeaiadst g @dndd, ondred Bw O @0
emeaiadst §fnd o0 & »igdn =isin 88y wie
omn How. On cwe ovsdlecsl. ¢lm mguows.
sl 518 oy owena. 88 ginf On€l 0o mOmba,
Ser 88 & »OgTend $Bues owbs. ¢B dwd Provincial
Council dowt drnds g f e o@melc 80ge® Sgoed?
4 DedB eolon® 008 ecomemms gsivn. d tedBenst
credm seBtd #0w ecrim @y god sewd ewed
Bemod. dn adcy cownd emb. g wid 8,000
estn. 8000 omdfes wme. & gl oomO
pdoude. af emoemBc Bw 88 esiewd oy
@ @BnE:, wewedbn Be gnld. o ddemrn Bon 00
doecmtm cm. [ahih BBex] a8 gfs w@ifdest
oy owlest ededsim  esl. mp enen  enim.
[Interruption]- Do not ask me. [Interruption | - 1 apologize
for that. But, I know your honesty; I know everything. Do

not ask me. [Interruption]- 1 apologize for that word. Do you

want me to talk of your corruption and how you imported
Tata lotries and Benz trucks? Just keep quiet. You will get a
heart attack. I do not want to displease you.

08 emsdndd, vos Ded @ B Bedd, ©voE
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©oE s 9ritwied, mBdmmed IWIE 0O guimis,
[B08n H8ewl] 0d g8¢E el Rewivs HESRDA,
QIR0 & dum B WosTn oty »8 Snim. [En
B8] woiDn, Bedgy oy 3D guims,

0o, wmedn@h, ¢8 gh-odfde o B @omb.
PG00 08 D08 e¢d @@ Bei Boedyy ©®
aoziesy, god Cowwed ¢ embid Seamise e wdE?
Swiss Francs Sedmes, 88em 975 ommas, 88 gwmb,
#8 958wed mEmoy eed- Sir, this 975 million Swiss
Francs is equal to Rs. 124,325 million. Get this money
back to this country. Invest that money here. Why are you
borrowing money from the Chinese Exim Bank and banks
in other countries? Do what India is doing. Pay Rs.
10,000 to a Government servant. You all are corrupt
people. This is people’s money that you have taken. This
is what has happened to our country.

Then, Sir, 1 refer to the Central Bank's investment on
Greece Bonds.

wBwuBn@

(mailFremi sysuissar)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have two more minutes.

06 ©@8&h Suln® esedch Swm

(el sridef) powalldyrw QuBrrr)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

All right, Sir. How much has the Central Bank
invested in Greece Bonds? The face value is Euros
49,900,700 billion. Who authorized this? Did the
Cabinet approve this? Did the Government approve it?
Who approved it? Did the Central Bank Governor
himself do this? Have you not taken any action? Greece
1s a corrupt country in Europe. I ask you, "Whose money
is this"? This is why people are suffering. Due to the high
cost of living, 90 per cent of the people are suffering.
They have to pay for this,

How much have you paid forthe Hedging Agreement?
The Governor of the Central Bank says that he does not
know anything about the Hedging Agreement. The Hon.
Fowzie says that it is the Central Bank. The Hon. G.L.
Peiris says, "We are holding an inquiry and the Cabinet
will appoint a subcommittee”. Where is the report? What
happened to it? What are you talking? This country
belongs to the people, to us. Someday, we will die. Hon.
Ministers, Hon. Members, ask your own conscience. I do

not want to - [Interruption.] - 1 will not die. 1 will work
for the country. I will be happy. | am a healthy man. I feel
sorry for you.

Sir, these Chinese contracts -

@wIsBn@o

(allFrari seuissr)

(The Chairman)

Can you conclude, Hon. Member?

8Eefsind 532

OG5 084 Subn® cuelc wm

(iersiryfig smifefl mwalldsyw QuBrrr)

(The Hon. Gamini Jayawickrama Perera)

Look at India. India is going to become a mighty
power in the world within the next 15 years. Do you
think that India will just keep quiet?

ewnBn®s

(BoilFrert yeuiest)

{The Chairman}

Thank you wvery much, Hon. Member. The next
speaker is the Hon. Shehan Semasinghe.

[e.. 2.44]

®d; enwsy cuE@8.w Swom

(erawr il Geanrsr Gowdbis)

(The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
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ofesns, SCemders @-bidvae woen ged 0 ne
Dmead odcale owoerd owd @® gloided -g¢
ebmemit- Hon®m cOfsl sUAmnt. ©; e @8n®ed
cooed 888 Huwddm Jeay "wum gdie "Hme BPe vom
e mpteds coBe smdown D we @ egmi.
Soedee wbblme pem o @Eed oximd,
7100028 8 germen &8 glcedsl 200 ed ebe
BHemms.

PRSI IO

(saflamant sysTHsT)

{The Chairman)

Order, please! The Hon. Deputy Chairman of

Committees will now take the Chair.

g Hewlds monwemnd FGowwmewsd eon
HowsY, Bewdus mdm wwsdn® Geowmide? Ja.

ypar pg, UrSls surprust eisen gbalyraengslatargy
yEwGa,  pusssiler  drgld  selsreari  seuissT  Semavani
SUH G F T H .

Whereupon MR, DEPUTY SPEAKER lefi the Chair, and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTELES rook the Chair.

Bewdehs sweBn®

(V7 fs sallsrari oysutssr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Shehan Semasinghe, you may continue.

OO erwis’ @08B.n Snmo

(ierswryfle, Qeanrer Geuofiis)

{The Hon. Shehan Semasinghe)
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(Trds salzrert oyauisar)

(The Deputy Chairman)

The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam, please. You have 10
minutes.

[Lf.u1. 2.54]
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(The Hon. Muthu Sivalingam - Deputy Minister of
Economic Development)
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©d 8. 800mubst Bum

(omei il & Frsusmriaseir)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, 1 refer to the 2015 National
Budget Proposals submitted by His Excellency the
President, as the Minister of Finance and Planning and
wish to place my comments and views for your esteemed
consideration.

It appears that while preparing this Budget, the Hon.
Minister had not paid sufficient concern to the livelihood
development and rehabilitation of the people in the
Northern Province, who were seriously affected by a three
-decade long war. It is with much regret I wish to point
out that the same ignorance is being reflected in the
Economic Development Ministry’s allocation too.

Development of a region does not mean or end only
with the development of infrastructure facilitics such as
roads, electricity, water, communication et cetera. Instead,
much concern must be given to the development of the

livelihood of the people living there. It is necessary to
think about the sustainable solutions to uplift the living
standards of the people in the region. If so, attention must
be given to develop the basic sectors like agriculture,
industry, service, education, health, human resources et
cetera. Sufficient investments or capital expenses must be
made in such sectors and proper plans must be made to
get the best benefits from such investments.

From the Economic Development Ministry’s
estimated investment expenditure of Rs. 21.60 billion
meant for the development of the emerging regions, only
a meagre sum of Rs. 2.4 billion has been allocated for the
Northern Province, which is less than half of the fund
allocated in the year 2014. Further, only a meagre sum of
Rs. 1.8 billion is allocated for the development of the
Eastern Province, which is the lowest allocation among
the regions. However, it is notable that higher allocations
compared to last year have been made to most of the
other regions of the country,

A similar situation has been observed in the 2015
Budget Proposals for the capital expenditure allocations
to the Northern Provincial Council. Only a sum of Rs. 5.3
billion has been allocated for the capital expenditure of
the Northern Provincial Council, which is approximately
Rs. 700 million less than the fund allocated in the year
2014. These type of lower allocations of funds to the
Northern Province could seriously affect the sustainable
development of the region,

I wish to point out a few issues pertaining to the
details of the people living below the poverty line. This is
clearly indicated in the Report "Poverty Headcount Ratio
Brief", published by the Department of Census and
Statistics and the Ministry of Finance and Planning.
According to that Report, Mannar has 20.1 per cent,
Mullaitivu has 28.8 per cent, Kilinochchi has 12.7 per
cent, and Batticaloa has 19.4 per cent. But, overall it is
6.7 per cent. From these figures, one could easily see that
only these four areas have the highest poverty line. That,
means these districts are not on par with the other
districts. They are very much below in their income
carnings; not only in income earnings but also all other
economic conditions that are required is much less. That
is why I am insisting that these districts should have been
allocated more and also their living standards must be
raised to be equal with other districts.

Hence, the Ministry of Economic Development has
the responsibility and commitment to uplift the living
standards of the people who live below the poverty line.
But, the Ministry has failed to estimate the appropriate
funds to be allocated among the regions and, therefore,
equal and uniform development cannot be expected
among regions, which may be harmful to the national
reconciliation issues. I repeat, it may be harmful to the
national reconciliation issues.
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Sir, it is appropriate to point out another issue
pertaining to the allocation of the Ministry of Economic
Development. It is to be noted that the alloration made
for the year 2014 is revised during the year and
accordingly, allocation and expenditures are reduced for
certain programmes. For example, although a sum of Rs.
3 billion had been allocated for the North and the East
Local Services Improvement Project, the amount has been
reduced by Rs. 200 miliion to Rs. 2.8 billion.

Similarly, the sum of Rs. 2,101 million allocated
under the Indian Government’s Housing Scheme is
reduced to Rs. 2,050 million. These type of reductions
may definitely lead to the adversity of development
projects and also will consume more time for their
completion.

As far as the North is concerned, an illusion is spread
all over to show that development work is being carried
out in its full swing. Any person who can scrutinize the
development projects in the Northern Province could
easily find out that more sustainable and result-oriented
efforts have to be made with such development projects,
failing which all efforts will be just an eyewash. It will
become a futile practice actually.

In 1983, nearly 1,300 small and medium-sized
production-based industries were functioning in the Jaffna
Peninsula. Most of them were closed down during the
period of the war but even afler five years after the end of
the war, no proper arrangements have been made to
restore those closed-down industries. Today, only less
than 200 industries arc in operation in the Jaffna
Peninsula. Similarly, more attention must be given to
sectors like agriculture, fisheries, et cetera.

The Northern Province has all the resources within its
territory. As long as the fisheries sector is concerned, in
1983, the Northern Province contributed nearly 40 per
cent to the gross marine fisheries harvest in Sri Lanka.
But, according to the latest report in 2013, that Province
is contributing only a meagre fraction of 13.3 per cent to
the national marine fisheries products.

The reason for this backdrop is in consequence of not
providing sufficient facilities to the Northern fishermen.
Today, 20 fishery harbours are found in Sri Lanka, but
not even a single fishery harbour is found in the Northern
Province. The only two fishery harbours that were in the
North, Mailiddy and Talaimannar, were taken over by the
army as high security zones. Since then, the Government
has not allowed those two harbours for fishermen’s use
and also have not constructed any new harbours instead.
All these affect the livelihood of the fisheries community
in the Northern Province.

Now, everyone is talking about 8 per cent growth.
But, if the 1,300 industries that were there in Jaffna in
1983 is restored and even if the 40 per cent of the
fisheries growth is there, this 8 per cent would still come

down. So, I think the Hon. Minister of Economic
Development has to concentrate more on these
developments.

od gdwed J.00.88, gl dwmo

(Loreim g BaDTE 61.6T4.6T10. SsivauT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer}

Hon. Member, the other day, the Hon. Minister of
Fisheries told that the Nachchikuda Velankanni Fishery
Harbour will be built very soon. [ want to find out this
from you. Although Rs. 6,200 million has been allocated
to the Northern Provincial Council, they have only spent
about 5 or 6 per cent of it. Why is that?

@G 8. 836Dmubsf Bwm

(wrsisruflg W, FTeusTTLIAIEST )

{The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

1 will give you some explanation on that.

@6 acd d.00.88, gdD8 Bvmo
(LomsiTL LA & Djsani g o1 .6TF.6Tib. SysioeuT)
{(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Thank you.

®G; 8. 20bmubsf @nmn

(omamor il FF. FToUSRTLIGST)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan}

So, 1 earnestly request the Hon. Minister of Economic
Development to pay attention to this. After 2009, the
investments made in the Northern Province is not
tangible. 1 have already mentioned various other sectors
where there is an improvement but it is not so with the
livelihood. Therefore, it has to be considered favourably.
1 also want to point out this fact. I think the EPDP
Member, the Hon. Chandrakumar Murugesu, mentioned
on the 31st of October, about the spendings by the
Northern Provincial Council. 1 have the figures in my
hand. He mentioned that education was allocated Rs. 277
million. But, no, it is Rs, 259 million. Out of that, Rs. 81
million has been paid and work worth Rs. 20 million has
been completed and is ready for payment: 60 per cent of
the work has been completed and they are waiting for the
bills; 40 per cent of work is in progress which will
completed by December. These figures are there in their
Financial Progress Report.

Sir, the allocation of Rs. 1,035 million made for
agriculture is not with the Provincial Ministry of
Agriculture. Out of that, Rs. 690 million is for
Iranaimadu Smallholder Irrigation and Livelihood
Development Project and Rs. 800 million has been
allocated for Jaffna-Kilinochchi Water Supply and
Sanitation Project. Those funds are with the Ministry of
Local Government. The Ministry has to release the funds
after the project is approved. It is a project fund.
Therefore, the Provincial Ministry of Agriculture was
given only Rs. 157 million. Out of that, Rs. 60 million
has been paid and Rs. 30 million is for pending bills.
Work worth Rs. 57 million is in progress and will be
completed by 31* of December.
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Although Rs. 81 million is mentioned under fisheries,
it is not for fisheries alone. It is for fisheries, transport and
rural development. For fresh water fishing, fisheries has
been given Rs. 15 million. Unfortunately the tanks did not
have water and it is only now that the tanks are getting
filled up. Therefore, they could not start the project with
that Rs. 15 million and now they are going to start it by
allocating Rs. 7 million for fresh water fishing, another
Rs. 7 million for procurement and Rs. 1 million for
training,

In the same manner, out of Rs. 20 million allocated for
transport, they are going to spend Rs. 3 million for the
Mannar Bus Stand which is now under construction; Rs.
3 million is for Nellivadi Bus Stand; Rs. 13 million is to
build up 55 bus halts in the Northern Province and the
balance Rs. | million is to build up an additional bus halt
in Mannar.

Also, out of Rs. 46 million allocated for rural
development, they have spent Rs. 10 million and the
balance of Rs. 36 million is for development and
procurement purposes. They are almost in the completion
of work. For the health sector, they have got Rs. 210
million. As of today, Rs. 123 million has already been
paid. They have got Rs. 87 million in hand and they are
awaiting for the bills for procurement ct cetera.

Also, CM’s PSDG was allocated Rs.179 million and
out of that, Rs. 15 million is held up by the Finance
Commission. It is not released yet. So, this is the present
situation in Jaffna. They cannot go ahead immediately.
The reason for the delay is, [ should say, bureaucratic
battle. They have already spent 75 per cent of the total
allocation and the balance will be spent before the end of
this year. Therefore, I must say that a wrong picture has
been given to the public. The Provincial Councils are
doing their job amidst various obstacles.

Hon. Azwer, I want you to listen to this. They have
enough obstacles. You must comment on that and people
like you must find a way to bridge it. It is not coming
through. The Buildings Department should work. In the
case of the Northern Provincial Council, the Chief
Minister and the Ministers are prepared to take any work
forward. But, for every effort that they make, there is a
delay or the Centre is trying to divert it. Sometimes, the
signature from the Governor is delayed or sometimes they
may be instructed from the Centre. There is much power
given with the Concurrent List. But, others do not support
it. So, one has to study all those matters before accusing
the Northern Provincial Couneil.

@o gFwod £.00.88. g0l Swmo

(LomaiTL 18l BIDADTID 6T.6TF 6710, SsVUaIT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Hon. Member, when I visited Jaffna, I visited you in
the "Uthayan" Office and renewed my friendship with all
the editors and others.

®0 8. wcbmedst Dwnms
(Lo 5w iy, . s s Lisusir)
(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)
Yes.

@6 gCwd J.80.88. gdOl vms

(wr eyl Bsusni g s1.67& . aTh. ysiveu)

{The Hon. Alhaj A HM. Azwer)

Ah, that is coexistence. That is, showing a hand of
friendship. Do you not admit that?

®6; §. wdbmudst Bwm

(Lo ndr Ll #F. FTowswILisustT)

{The Hon. F. Saravanapavan)

I know what you mean. In the same manner, the
Provincial Council Ministers and everyone is prepared to
work together.

Hewlts vwndn®

(N5 )5 salersni oauissr)

(The Deputy Chairman)

Hon. Member, your time is over. Please wind up now.

@O 8, 2a6bmudsy @wm

(wmair il . FTouSTTLIIST)

(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Sir, please give me just one minute. Everyone is
prepared to work together for the betterment of the
people in the area. Therefore, 1 urge that the Chief
Minister and other Ministers must be allowed to work
freely without any disturbance and they must be given
power properly.

Thank you.

[Li.er. 3.21]
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Bsrifisuser, An Osriflsvpund o ladmss semwsai)
(The Hon. Douglas Devananda - Minister of Traditional
Industries and Small Enterprise Development)
Lwerrey LoHls sallerart SjsuisGer, @bg Gudw
sllps  Gaflwds sl ewiy o piilert  supenwSuret

urribuflur  mEs

@eTmith U BuDTET SHERMN GhSS FeRLIbE auphIs
uimdAsiori.  @GanG
wrppBln Quires shsepse B8 ggiEsliULaldme seTn
Cerselloupbmriser. e, @UEUTICE SEuTHEHHLIW
Buidlsv Caumiui L sengser GlwmiLams -

(pETETBITeUEUTD  SjeuiHeT 2 W

@ 8. 0bmedst Swm
(omeiryullig . FravemrLisys)
(The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)
Sir, 1 rise to a point of Order.

Bewlus awefn®

(1Lrdls salzrari syaiiss)

{The Deputy Chairman)

Order, pleasc! There is a point of Order being raised
by the Hon. Saravanapavan.
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@G 8, BdDmBdsT vm

(LonsTLuilhy /. FTausmTLISUSHT)

{The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)

Sir, I have extracted these figures from the Budget
Estimates.

Bewdds awindn@

(irdls salsrent oieuissr)

{The Deputy Chairmar.)

[ am sorry, that is not a point of Order.

®S 6. wobmudsy Bwm
(toress L6l . FTeUsSTLISST )
{The Hon. E. Saravanapavan)
Sir, he cannot -

Bewiss swnSnS:

(1Lrds sallsrami syauiss)

{The Deputy Chairmarn)

You can speak only if the Hon. Minister allows you to
speak. That is not a point of Order.

od DIcE edDimnsic @wm

(eranriflE L sarsw Bpeurenbsi)

(The Hon. Douglas Devananda)

BB (LPSTRTT LISV FhHTUILRISaNM HeUMITST &(55HSHI% ST
ST LD opeuisEeaTrsy GFTedeoliu’ B subssl.  GaGELrsy
Blermih  ws  sMEHSEMers  GFTvallullmd  Slsipriss.
aypermsl, mrer Srigw sseuedsTuy. QFIQTEUT  WIrslE
BniFausmrulsy Ao fs BHaullv Mgk s 2617
af Hinsrar QFvauflsaniiul g hhalsTngl. DOTTE, M (Lpig
Seuisst  u YTl (s
@Eerm  SjuHEL U
S (ihD B0 HbE BTH HeUTHERSSH PRSI UL 13 RULIKID S
Gagmiiles SepL_SHGleTTsiTmith E)svsmsv STSITLIILD
LSULILIL b (T 60T D).

WEDMLILIS DS TS HEE & NG &

GarsueliouBASTHTTHelT.  Dpevrisd,

Hon. Deputy Chairman, I am happy to speak at the
Committee Stage Discussion on the Votes of the Ministry
of Economic Development for 2015. Our Government
was faced with new challenges five years ago. After
ending the three-decade long terror, there was a need to
demine most of the war-torn areas. Resettlement
programmes had to be carried out on a massive scale.
Infrastructure had to be carried out to enable resettlement
in their places of origin. Transport had to be facilitated.
Above all, the resettled people had to be provided with
shelter and means of livelihood to restart their economic
activities. Basic agricultural tools, tractors, seeds for
sowing, fertilizers, fishing gear and soft loans had to be
provided to them. Keeping this in mind, various
programmes were launched by the Government to meet
these challenges in the Northern Province, collectively
known as *“Wadakkin Wasantham™. This programme was
formulated under the patronage of the Presidential Task
Force for the North under the Minster of Economic
Development headed by the Hon. Basil Rohana
Rajapaksa.

A three-way approach was articulated by the
Presidential Task Force under the "Wadakkin Wasantham"

Programme. The first approach was the facilitation of
relief, humanitarian assistance and resettlement of a large
number of displaced persons and also rehabilitation of the
entire infrastructure. All those have been planned on
order of priority. The second approach was to support the
returnces with livelihood assistance to recommence their
economic activities, which is known as "Early Recovery
Process" - ERP. The third approach was the development
of major infrastructure.

Peerran 1rgls sallsrai opuisGer, sllps Cudws
Fal Lspulfeammen w  SLbassred Suprer  Hrflusd
UL $HL STTEMTIOTS TIPSO W WwHEST LV flayssi,
@lyptiyser, @LOGUWTaSHeapsain HieduksEhsE®H 2 L Ubd
SO L TTHeT.  SjsuTHer u)Hhs 5560 mbhy Fahr®  syrfleir
SiEMIpLIenL DM (PHETIDEEHSS abSEUTS! BIeT Sjaufsener
Brifls #HH58s6r. HUBUTILFH SauimHmancs urTisEUTS
WEaylh FumOWTSSST &) BHSS. 2peTTsy, alsireairsr
Wsrpyluhnsard  FUGUTE  HauTsEheL I (1psTiE
urphms  Prase  pyabgabs @S FEUTDI
Bl bR mESSTnriEaT. Qyered, @STEnh  YUTHEHSHS
Buemaussr @ phflarmear sreieng HraT  wnihsaliensy.
pupsrass G5
ETITEAE AT R [
BTEIGST @etepnn v yBlw Gl visenerd G ubuibih s
UENHE S g pHANEnrh. HbsS Bl Bismerul
BTBIEST QT Thg% iz 6 sranmig UG,

SirFTBIED  @aieuenrullsy  HedrerrTe
IDEHEEHEE  HIGUITJ S0 Bl FHEHET

Today, we are able to breathe with a sense of
achievement and pride because within this short span of
five years, our Government, - under the vision of His
Excellency President Manhinda Rajapaksa and under the
energetic guidance of the Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa -
has not only resettled the displaced civilians as fast as
possible but also constructed buildings, roads, bridges,
schools, hospitals and provided all other basic
infrastructure facilitics. The fact that the Government has
successfully completed the facilitation of relief,
humanitarian assistance and resettlement of displaced
people is testimony to the Government’s sincere
commitment in the implementation of the “Wadakkin
Wasantham™ programme. In the years 2013 and 2014
alone, the Government has spent Rs. 14,314 million
under this programme.

The development initiative of our Government is not
confined to resettlement and infrastructure development
only. "Valvin Ehichchi" - "Divi Neguma" - Programme is
another mega initiative carried out by the Ministry of
Economic Development. Today, there are about 130,000
"Valvin Eluchchi® beneficiary families in the Northern
Province including about 102,000 Samurdhi recipients. [
have already made a request to His Excellency the
President and the Hon. Minister of FEconomic
Development at the special DCC meeting held in Jaffna
on the 13™ of last month, to review and increase the
Samurdhi recipients in the North to 125,000.

The TNA Parliamentarians were on the forefront of
legal action against the "Valvin Eluchchi" Act when it
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was presented to Parliament in 2012. If the Government
did not pass it with a two-thirds majority in Parliament,
today, it would not be applicable to the Northern Province
because it had not got the approval of the Northern
Provincial Council as requested by the Supreme Court. In
that case, about 130,000 familics, in the North, would be
suffering today without the "Valvin Eluchchi" benefits.
Further, about 2,000 officers involved in implementing
this Programme in the North, including Samurdhi
officials and managers, would be without employment
today.

The North-East Local Services Improvement Project -
NELSIP - is another major programme carried out under
the auspices of the Ministry of Economic Development,
but the implementation of the Project is carried out by the
Northern Provincial Council and the local authorities. Out
of about Rs. 3,660 million carmarked for the development
of North, already about Rs. 3,000 million worth of work
has been completed from 2012 onwards.

About three months ago, the Chairman of Velanai
Pradeshiya Sabha, which is not under the control of the
TNA, brought to the notice of the Chief Minister of the
Northern Provincial Council, who is also the Provincial
Minister of Local Government about irregularities
committed by a contract engineer who was carrying out
the NELSIP - "Nagara Eluchchi" - "Pura Neguma"
Project in the North. He has also handed over supporting
documents to his secretary, but they had not taken any
action in this regard. Only recently when the Governor
was notified of his irregularities, he has suspended the
engineer’s service and started investigations into all the
allegations. The TNA spokesperson has stated in a press
briefing as well as in Parliament that the engincer
attached to the NELSIP and the administrators of the
Northern Provincial Council were involved in corrupt
practice and action needs to be taken against them.

The NELSIP programme is being implemented by the
Local Government Ministry of the Northern Provincial
Council and the Local Authorities. A majority of the local
bodies in the North is under the TNA administration. If
there was corrupt practice in the NELSIP programme, the
TNA Chairmen of the Pradeshiya Sabhas should have
brought it to the notice of the Chief Minister whereas the
Chairman of the Velanai Pradeshiya Sabha has reported
it. Why has the Chicf Minister not taken any action on the
complaint made by the Chairman of Velanai Pradeshiya
Sabha in his report?

About three months ago, the Hon. Basil Rohana
Rajapaksa invited the Chief Ministers of Northern and
Eastern Provinces and all the Chairmen of the Pradeshiya
Sabhas of these two provinces to discuss about US
Dollars 106 million worth programmes to be carried out
by local bodies of these two provinces. The Australian

acting High Commissioner too was present at this
meeting as the Australian Government was giving US
Dollars 20.3 million as a grant towards this programme.
A notable absentee at this meeting was the Chief Minister
of the Northern Province.

The Hon. Basil Rohana Rajapaksa has repeatedly
invited the Chief Minister and the Ministers of the
Northern Provincial Council to meet him to discuss about
the needs of the province. He had even offered to come to
Jaffna to meet and discuss with them. They have not
responded to his request. Instead, they have been making
false allegations that the Ministry of FEconomic
Development is holding back the allocations due to the
Council without releasing. The TNA spokesperson has
also made such an allegation in this House. But, the same
Chief Minister, other Ministers and the Council Chairman
have got their brand new vehicles imported though the
Ministry of Economic Development.

The TNA will go around the world saying that the
Government is not doing anything for the Northern
Provincial Council. But, when they are invited to take
part in meetings to discuss about programmes to be
carried out by them, they do not participate. They are
used to poli-tricking for their survival.

Before I conclude, Sir, T wish to thank the Hon. Basil
Rohana Rajapaksa, Minister of Economic Development,
for the courageous initiatives taken by him for developing
the war-torn Northern and Eastern Provinces. 1 also thank
his officials for the support and cooperation extended in
this regard. Thank you.
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(The Deputy Chairman)

The next speaker is the Hon. (Ms.) Kamala
Ranathunga. Before she starts her speech, the Hon. Janaka

Bandara will take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES left
the Chair, and THE HON. JANAKA BANDARA took the Chair.
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I would like to reply to the Hon. Ravi Karunanayake.
As per the definition of the United Nations World
Tourism Organization - UNWTO, "a tourist" is “a visitor
who stays at least one night in a collective or private
accommodation in a country visited”. The Department of
Immigration and Emigration of Sri Lanka counts tourists
as per this definition. In 2013, there were 27,600 hotel
rooms in Sri Lanka. This has increased up to 28,002 by
October this year. In 2013, the average duration of stay in
Sri Lanka was 8.56 days and the average expenditure of a
tourist was US Dollars 156.24 per day. By 31st October
2014, the average duration of stay is around 10.2 days
and the average expenditure of a tourist has increased up
to US Dollars 162.4. The average income earned per
tourist in 2013 was US Dollars 1,334 and in 2014, it is
US Dollars 1,624.

Now, I would like to compare our statistics with the
Maldives. In 2013, there were 1.125 million tourist
arrivals in Maldives. Tourist earnings in 2013 was US
Dollars 2,031 million and expenditure per day was US
Dollars 1,805. Therefore, Sri Lanka's tourist earnings is
almost on par with the Maldives now.

@ g80 edmBon Swm

(tomari 1l #afan Caardnis)
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Hon. Deputy Minister, can I ask a question?
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Yes.
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Is the tourist earnings in Sri Lanka and the Maldives,
the same?
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In 2013, there were 1.125 million tourist arrivals in the
Maldives. It is almost the same in Sri Lanka. Sri Lanka is
on par with the Maldives.
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Deputy Minister, you have two more minutes.
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All right, Sir.
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Finally, I would like to thank the Hon. Minister for
the guidance and leadership given to the Ministry and the
former Secretary, Dr. P.B. Jayasundera, present
Secretary, Dr. Nihal Jayathilaka, Additional Secretaries,
Director-General, Directors and all the staff for the
maximum support given to implement the programmes of
our Ministry.

Thank you.
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(The Presiding Member)

I have already given my Order.
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{The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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(The Presiding Member)

[ have already given my Order.
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{The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
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(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, 1 rise to a point of Order.

BEoesmce) @xidn®s

(mewavepnsThIGh o minlart oarssr)

{The Presiding Member)

Hon. Azwer, what is your point of Order?

oc et &.20.08. gDl Bumn

(wiredn i@ Hj0ADTE: 67.674 671D, DjeivsuT)

(The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)

Sir, it must be told to this Parliament that the
Judiciary is acting independently.

GEowmacit BsTdin@s
(mevavemsTiign o et jeuisar)
(The Presiding Member)

That is not a point of Order.
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OG 90T Spd®dm Bwma
(womsir il @rrer alsfrop ser)
(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)
Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

Gerumnct ©xTfnd®:
(smauemigrign o micnlani seuissr)
(The Presiding Member)

What is your point of Order?

®G 9oisy B@cTm Bwmo

(wrenriifle @rvssr allsslyon Genr)

(The Hon. Eran Wickramaratne)

Sir, I bring to your attention that personal references
made to me be expunged.

Bermsnat) @xidn@:

( samewerwgriign o nin et gyeuissr)

(The Presiding Member)

Okay. Hon. Minister, you may continue with your
speech,

od 8cisT euedch ®wm

(woremryllg ysorsr GuGyrr)

(The Hon. Dilan Perera)
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(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, please wind up. Your time is over.
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(The Hon. Dilan Perera)
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(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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&8 oBod wewvsl edmD:

"Drifting away from market-oriented economic policies towards
state interventions and populist handouts”
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Bede gbime 6w mS Hedm J0 088 wsews? O,
9@ cuen EBud. 88 eled wews! ebmb:

“So, the populist short-term handouts have got accumulated over
the years at the expense of long-term development."

&0 w-0blne e@ems! yBEE Sednds. »O eson
8 eBed Homba:

“The Budget 2015 seems to have followed the same trend
undermining the dire need to address the economic realities.
Reportedly, there is something for everybody to ensure everything
for somebody.”

e@m go@d cdum m&O=. "Reportedly, there is
something for everybody" - "e@wmal ©w8 HSeambs, @@
@8, 0@ ecenl® Aeamb, BBy e¢emnnd" BuoEd
edemsy Bumlen.

o®® E8ed nld0d oBed wews? edmb:

“The key relief announced in Budget 2015 include tax reductions,

oot DA @8 8o wide »oE SeamDy. 88 »b
¢0Cs e wewsl eOmd:

&%

- pension and insurance schemes, low-interest loans, high
interest rates for certain fixed deposits of elders, price reduction of
local milk powder, increases in salaries and cost of living
allowances, housing facilities, concessionary car import permits for
migrant workers and many more. The manufacturing sector will
benefit from the proposed 10 percent reduction in the corporate tax
rates and a 15 per cent reduction in electricity tariff. The plantation
sector is offered with concessionary credit, sharing of CESS on tea
with producers and an increase in CESS on rubber imports.
Although these relief would contribute to increase profitability in
the manufacturing and plantation sectors.,.”

06 #188ndR, J gas 2gam worm e® aw D
wuned fod o8n nd8 Dieos® ed. & o wewsy
fes? e@edi:

....... it is doubtful whether they could make a tangible effect given
the problems of low productivity...”

Bodsewsi® Adeemed - productivity deml- ¢&D,
Hugmed Sedm Bcmde ecrn mSCDHS.

. technological drawbacks and poor export competitiveness
encountered by the two sectors”
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"Economic Growth Depressed - Most of the handouts given in the
current and previous budgets would have been unnccessary, had
the economy grown at a rapid pace.”
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wdbimed Sme Liumew Hhew D8, ©BwmIcH
Dlamen Sgeamn 8, 68 E8sn serlm gl oWy

“High economic growth would have benefited the people by way of
increased job opportunities and income generation activities."
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"That would have eased the presently experiencing fiscal burden to
a large extent. Economic growth led by free markets is the key to
reduce poverty as evident in India’s post-liberalization phase started
in 1991, according to a recent book, “Why Growth Matters”
authored by Professors Jagdish Bhagwati and Arvind Panagariya.
Following the pro-market reforms in India, economic growth
accelerated recording an average GDP growth rate of 6.9 percent
during the decade ending 2002-03 and 7.9 percent......"

It is 8 per cent in such a big country. 1 quote:

“.......during the decade ending 2012-13. The authors argue that
India’s growth spur lifted many millions out of poverty. The poverty
ratio fell down from over 50 per cent in the early 1990s to 20 per
cent by now in India. According to Bhagwati and Panagariya,
economic growth reduces poverty, illiteracy, and ill-health through
two channels. First, growth 'pulls up' people into gainful
employment while also raising real wages throughout the cconomy.
Growth, thus, helps eradicate poverty in a sustainable fashion while
also equipping people to better access education and health. Second,
economic growth provides rising tax revenues that allow the
government to allocate additional finances for social services such
as education, health, and subsidies to the poor.”

g Anded gdmed ogenm caned deam.

@d Eoxld @eambiim Bunn
(wremflg FGarey genraui per)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
The literacy rate is 91 per cent.

o 180 edmnBlcn Swm

(wrawryflg sefa Crordiis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

It has been high for a long time; 91 per cent. So, they
are asking us to take it to 99 per cent - [[nterruption.]
That is a poor country and there is a huge population in
that country. This is a small country. We can develop it at
any time. We have the geographical location and
everything.

o Eerid pwbidm Bume
(wrewryiflg FGereiy gewrauise)
(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)
Open Economy.

06 8§80 edmnlew Dwmo

(wremryllg Fefau Grenliis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

That is the best thing. You ask your Minister of
Economic Development, the Hon. Basil Rajapaksa. He
would agree with me that an open cconomy is the best

system and you have been given more than 20 years to
change it. Have you changed it? You are the only person
in the Government who said, “It should change”-
[Interruption.] But, you are a minority in that
Government. Everyone else believes that open economy
is the solution for the betterment of this country. You are
a minority and you are just one person who is living in
the open economy era and refusing to adopt it -
[Interruption.] But, you are in the Government. You are
there for 20 years, but you are refusing to adopt it. 1 do
not know why. Then, you should get away from the
Government and have your own policy, but you do not do
that. You do not do that for your own benefit. The Article

further states, 1 quote:

"Having liberalized the Sri Lankan economy way back in 1977,..."
fedecss® edm guosin. 08 eBed Bombal

“...... much earlier than India, the country has failed to sustain high
economic growth. The annual average GDP growth remained

around 6.5 percent during 2004-2013. Following the cessation of

the prolonged conflict, GDP growth rate rose from 3.5 percent in
2009 to 8.0 percent in 2010 and to 8.2 percent..."

08 ebe Beadnd. g8 mum Hosles oo OB
06 ndR, B (o0 08 e®etf Bumba:

in 2011 due to increased availability to resources,
productivity improvements and pent up demand. However, the
growth momentum could not be sustained for long, and the growth
rate came down to 6.3 per cent in 2012 and 7.3 percent in 2013
reflecting the normal trend. The lack of coherent macroeconomic
policy strategies, except the first wave of economic reforms..."

That was built by the UNP in 1977. It further states, 1
quote:

.. implemented in the initial years of liberalization, has been
the most prominent impediment that constrained DP growth over
the years.”

g o280 ¢B8 aAnPsied Husler ow¥ ef.
@I0® B8 duim Ome ebnis. mHE 2anded 25
edameEs @nbige BHw IR 2005 B8an pSSmwd
Boda ebm.

06 Lorid bl Swnn

(rerTyflg HBaray @ewrauiper)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

ecimod emede Boim gb8ne Sedrient?

@ 880 edmnii-w Swme

(wrenryflg sefou Grardinis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
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[00: 28T eudmBen Bonm)

ab8mest? ecfmed 0 Bews’® billionaires osiest Smed,
[Gnen BBB] Bme o @G DS, 958wl o S
WODD. eIl 1991 Ban erbSmw v oder. Smed
S8am ¢b3mu Hew AR &80 - [Interruption.] 1 know. You
are going have a free trade agreement with China. Since you
like China, I want to touch on China too. The article in the
"Daily Mirror" of 4th November, 2014 states, 1 quote:

"Don't panic over submarines, says China"

gl w-Dibwmm®R, submarines Dowsxt #@itde
Beamd 0. Bandstcied cdn a3 ©¢a8 88cdn
- [Interruption.]

00 el QwdELm Bwm:

(1orsirdl HGarsiy wemrauiger)

(The Hon. Dinesh Gunawardena)

Economic development - [Interruption.]

0 8380 ewmBen Swma

(wrebiflg spfa Goarfinis)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Economic development emwes8. e@zln gvosis.
Listen to this - [Interruption.] That is what you said to the
world and the country. But, this is the news it carried. |
quote:

"China has said that the docking of its submarines in Sri Lanka was
common practice and not unusual,......"

e eoion oo eB®m. B85 wdsy #8d @ Beamisg,
I quote:

“........ following concems voiced in Indian strategic circles over two
recent visits of People’s Liberation Army Navy (PLAN)
submarines.”

e8I evomm wBemn®s, People’s Liberation
Army Navy - PLAN - submarines #8Fc Rodsies.
sl e®m nEE Bandwmed Beda ufusfed Sean
efo. Busios! dmu. 808 cdue ovsios 60 ennnd.
O8nnrlest c0m Omduesnd. exffed ém Bmyedesan
olmy Bpdecew. @e@8mbd B88EE) @Ent wdwm
@260 o, 68 sded e®8mid a&mD. 30 swo
el omed Bomh. Boees! @385 el By
Bomror, guidwitd Bumts, 6®ewvd Fuc wdz @8 elm
eaddy boed Bw. vinded Sefmd, @®sim, People's
Liberation Army Navy eemst e8d@s B,

Eerwmtie) ol 851808, cod Byws 9ufEwd. e®
S el ele ones Dol B8s 95iewd now wd
osim S B8 & mdme S¢nf BOD. Brmewst e@hd =@y
odmd »es oo, 928 grnonedd &ma asd See
gimwn 208 oo Dnd. o®oxf Sem 9880dl auedy
obddiod BIREHFEIT comsin cedd. 88 Sm 2ol
Beed, Exed BBww ¢ emnEEBled- [ahan £58]
i€t god g B89 wewdedu. 8250 @it Bdw BT
eorn Sl el =ddfed gl  @-DRiemn@s,
Booesl ©deln eimm @0y oed mOxOmemO
aBEnbueeesl® gsI€wid panic Dmb.

Gowmntit) @@
(smmusiiign o minlen sjaiser)
(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, please wind up now.

O ¢80 eudmBow Swm
{wrsirpfle apfa Gearditis)
(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
All right, Sir.

Budget son Sodm gdy cdzism @8, "Budget
Lacks Growth Strategies”. ¢ ©ed® "R and D Allocations
Insufficient", ¢ &seef® "Inactive Interest and Exchange
Rates" and '"Fiscal Imbalances". Feowmadw)  ©0;
OGRS, 68w gHonBe weaFLewst- [@1dn BB@=]
a0l BsTgnd ©@ obEed® 4uo @il WOm Bxidnd
ood, & moced B0 988me c0medst drles %dn
smvews! v8 noy Bstgnd. Seduens? 88 hvunte
Budfnmd ewdsl v ovy ¥Bn®. don viEd
D20l Bednis. & i Bods mumend. S5an
§88me & Bnti BEosimes. dnds ane ¢® Bag
@08 &¢ gies’ D0 @ilmed. qud 80an @iSme
@O 08 $E8me o B Bésin Ay o8, o®
v0dm Bban @b8wmw oded BBwslB 9n,
AGemetnnedsl vofxn Bt @S8wmexsl »E, 988
eononedd ¢od o0 Decwst wdblmne Be® nBwb
B DD, ¢ wOELDMmB wd BB BO08Es Sedmin,
w8, & ¢8 Aemedisy D wD50me emweD S, ST L)
gORGE gt OmemO gA® wement wdismens SEun
oima 0@ 600 eoniDh oxlm ;8 B, set mle widw g8
94 @3 W SHE Ewwed Sedxltest god gpalfst
el g,

o 885pedd O5IRcO8 But8e
(erabryflg (Hmwd) ualsrm@sal sustalloyrsd)
(The Hon. (Mrs.) Pavithradevi Wanniarachchi)
Bems? 88,

O 580 ednBow @vmn

(wrsirfls safa Greardnis)

(The Hon. Sujecwa Senasinghe)

Btan 88w Huod®m mO chdusl EmmHDd v
sewm, @E8isln $18 B 983 grwoned 6® Sed bGm
B80m eos Buwd 10.82, 11.20 evensis swdn ebBxst
28 Awnd OmEn, dunia.

[g.em. 5.32]

OS5 goohe ewembowm Swmn (gde ®O@n

&@omnn®))

(wravrifle osres Grmalrsar - Armu DS

DYEHLDFFT )

(The Hon. Athauda Seneviratne - Minister of Rural Affairs)
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o6 1380 edmBew Bwmo
(el sadan Boerdiiis)
{The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)
Sir, 1 rise to a point of Order.

BEaessdie @5Ignes

(zemsuspisihiign o miin et oarser)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Member, what is your peint of Order?

@G 80 edmi.w Som

(wrshryllg sefam Caardims)

(The Hon. Sujeewa Senasinghe)

Gewondit od SrgneA, alin® Dudeded 83
(g2) DuDefod gz opinion &m gue Seasies] g8
erwedd. £ BEAeh ave Sedsiony dondofnes.

GErsmtit) @

(seravenusTiign o mtufleni Hjeuissr)

(The Presiding Member)

Hon. Minister, you may continue with your speech.

@6 aCd d.00.68. g0l dvmo
(orssrflE Ssvan g s1.674.6Tib. SjssuT)
{The Hon. Alhaj A.H.M. Azwer)
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(The Hon. Athauda Seneviratne)

. 80 OnE o Bestn o Y. & ebm
moede BBun edonm aifder dm Bewdis Bun dndred
gewed erncdd BOed. dnted Aved of giwd DL
ebm mwede B8Ben gdoom &dde dm el gwd
Beowbh. g nisied 8758 00D &n& ol ®»0 com
. OnE B odndens comBs Jed Sl
Bemoen mEcs eod Bewbdi. gds ofde ve BOm
gD eusl Bwedmnin. 0 9ol Enedyn BdndA, Jo
nEsionsieded Aded . »fsionsied el emendd
Bay dmn coums cosit @ nBow omds.

©280dm D18 »osim, sus E8sm eirlm ndbsl et
Bedsfes) e@ ded @blm wdlumnes @b fa Sl
mEHE wom oim Shen @le mced d oumihd
¢olen! oo @dd moged eginn AL @éd mced god
Sedn DABe e® miced Em0 @ o Bfeed onuwy
Fmadoc woed 68 ol fjodad ooy Hdorind @
mueed B0 gl 00® Sfeed ol @¢ 9ESm nulte
aaded g S 08 ged ¢Bod; SmnnBnEs d5mdd
e® DoPD ey vvumen @ »Oyn med. elon @
ememml sunus ¢sferst & Hwd. sl & mdmae g
Bmm Ser ozt B,

ge B0 Jwe® BBe® v Bl Fedndig Hw o
Bxifbcews ey ¢® det dnownae edd eemd. ge¢
cellular phones e=38 30 8md Hedwmbs. deyendd g
0 Be® w@Bwd ozim® cellular phones e@888 oxmBac?
et three-wheelers eafe Bunl Bedmasc? Motorcycles Hed
clvar Snd Beadvi. elons Dwss! & Ded®
AeRmr. dmmid e®D1 mBe® 9fmd feam R
@8 g1 0® U0 88 ©3d surltuiens’.

¢ Bmih Heodend G8x Aesim, Arn B BEZOE
HAedmde Bw. 6@ arn Bude »ioy tules opm®,
omecn BID Dufor! ovalme o® 208 ary B8gtolesd
. DEdmex Beam B 08 doymndd oBend®
swum® ecsies!. e@imd, Bl @bdme wlen Wmedesy
emlunt 38 ebmdh. & gu Bome Oves uFB 08, €
Ao 6wt ezl B Buw HEE Emmdd o wamlmnag
ecsln By mostes?; & sdnow - gap ém- 26 @dsim
88 dmmbd o8 wswm eirlm drn mowlest; & e
DEH0s ©8nder anim oy Hend ed wwm eim By
Enlela ozl

258m w880 ¢@murae O B WIDNEED,
Sodeowsi® & BD @y mudmen Sedmnd, o8
a@msroed wcE@s Sedmds gofoma Beawmis;
pealmen  -target omm- Seambh & ampd 6@
g@mmencd 98 mdoom wexlest. & Bw @ wdbasm
98 BEebegd ¢iSm w-bblm clwmme-acest oCm
wffan i Sedmb. dnd g @fnted (HemEnpsy
BAeasis Boy. dndhed ¢Sen@ns Jeamnts; mciEens
Aedm s & Ded® w-didme B8 vBwins Beamnba.
& Huo »BE o 00 weslm IREW @ Bod® N8 ewden
8Bo0 YonBuBn® wd & Sedsien,

Geowmndity od Bxign@8, 80 »u@ @ BEedeg
208 o n@xfc? Ymmmiod uddn E8pud w-bblme HO®
o @Qﬁfa Aoy De® LoBw 08, ewmd qd@md 8o
0883w ¢dn® E0m omiy ond micum wxim
eBewd® oo momesl. gdouce g m0, sued Sy W],
o® By md, 00 g mom Ui BEeDgd um gemed
-8 end- cuv BB o® ns! emedsien.

g HBE odede ¢ @8n@ed g@mmrews &
mécorn Hos®w U 88 mg® D18 Bedg wled
moriesl ebmule? ee 60 @b8m Duows! om@ mo®
g fend, B8Rurlo vvym® cEes, NEDY ozim
ueds Dy iy misim a8 88dus guimds. De@m,
o8n gdodd aw 104, 1548 g¥nbs. e® gdos 2e emwees,
4 gw w@0 wmbd od, AsTed & ¢duda® md adsin

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



591 2088e®sind 592

|@d; gmege euemBdnn Sum]

4l mOxTm 288 o8 cxfmy mécon wrfew. sBimulg
gnd mon &8 BEede? ¢dunl Buslewd qupe® 828,
d gu ool eonetl. & cdoyf e 887 828 o@
BEeDemOB o® ewf mosiest. cdonst D8 E-mDu,
¢donst onf 088 ©le® cdwne ge o3 @
28w U8 ®Oyn @micum esles. e@ D& BEeogd
el e0mm ned gu Aeslest. d eves 4o vy wmbe
wo, eps §if »owm @F =@ 5L enst e
exnBe@ Eoh eimih; B8 woms! ca ecmby mmest
eedh. 2808 owedsl & ofd @w®o wcumddh md
SB&umnded mih »ESTn ©OEH eihd cumnd ®EmEs,
00 10 2ids ©0m qud 20y ealfed edulwm cef
Gamnd mom.

Sewd, ¢8 98 »LE FHodn qu Bwbn sewm owd BJ
050 aciemedhsn ebmih ef wme o Bee
BEed & Benl. 98 dmemaethsy boles! sfed gabSma
Een B8, ¢ Bw ¢8 ewmosd Do wisim gSis »HE
emenE ©g ¢ o B Lismd gots =@
ezn8eed 0ab we Eth semd. oo we endeed o
oo, § Sed® 0d80d me o e RO M cas
Getn. 0dty Een dombed @iSme  @B8mi8m
suemst 8y B0 dw gogemnl cOmEn,

goma @dg s nO8 i »EGD sFenst Yembed
@llme 2y BOR. Sgwd ¢B ans! ¢ /38 vidensy &
gued mime 8y B8O Amemednty e,

GGmmmait) o0 EgndA, mxim Suluwmest e
BEBS amewmedhsy «imnd. gfod; Ymmladn® Bv
agcided qu Divws! @simbsio GBed crle semw@ion
wund Bewd 4 emEwd Gah e¢md ewudtmmda eommib.
g q8ud cadle oimwid gies’, sl Drbumemans
0eelm08. 87 wdwud ofd Eug »F eHO iy, @
BP0 @ONE olEr. Yew® D@ obm odm eddEd
HANIE b ¢ Bw 0B 28 Sy misim »@
2ostonlsl eddes me wnd. teds pits ofs
o808 »e® d o vfc cwecedmni. & Bar DB
980 BEebe ¢f moeom emin, € nEs’ o® ded mmsimm
Sutmenisl @ oo Bedvd. cbdodmds! emid
Comnlal wem, Coand dgo an Biswd, B8 Yowd sam
wslm @bdn w-bblm g@mmeas 20gy Doeam wm.
@ahem® dnda.

[P0 5.41]

@5 mOBw @DEyne® Bwm

(wrehryllg smismuwT Gausairuysin)

(The Hon. Karuppaiah Velayudam)
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® god. ewdodeist Swms

(oressruds oy, Quirsymmsir)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

Thank you, Mr. Presiding Member for giving me the
opportunity to speak at this Discussion. Unfortunately,
the Hon. Minister is not here. I wanted to refer to an issue
that T took up at the Consultative Committee of this
Ministry about two years ago. It was a situation like
Koslanda. In Dansinan Estate in Pundalu Oya, several
houses had been damaged and the floors had gone in due
to soil erosion. I took this up at the Consultative
Committee and requested that these people be moved out
and new houses be built for them. The Hon. Minister was
willing to listen, but there was a Deputy Minister who
spoke this morning during the Vote of his own Ministry
who said, "There is nothing like that. 1 will look after
these people”. Following the tragedy in Koslanda, these
people in Dunsinan Estate have been moved to a club
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building close to the estate because of the danger of these
houses collapsing. Sir, this type of negligent behaviour
has caused the tragedy in Koslanda. We all know that in
2005 and 2011, wamings were given to the Divisional
Secretary and to the Manager of the Estate, but both of
them failed to address the situation by moving these
people out. That means that there is no mechanism in
place to address the issue. When the NBRO or any other
organization gives a report, then immediately there should
be action taken.

Today, we have a Ministry for disaster management.
The Disaster Management Ministry, in addition to
assisting people when they meet disasters, is also
supposed to plan action for prevention of disasters. At the
moment, attention has been drawn to attend to the
housing needs of the plantation people because there was
a disaster in Koslanda and we have lost more than 100
lives. Now, to reduce the impact of this disaster, the
Government is trying to say that the number of dead is in
the region of 30. When this incident occurred, we saw
that all people in this country rallied to assist the victims
of this disaster. We saw on TV certain media institutions
collecting various kinds of material to be distributed
among these people; we saw people from different walks
of life - the rich and the poor, people belonging to
different communities and religions - flocking to assist
these people. This showed how compassionate our people
are. They broke the barriers of ethnicity, language, and
religion. We always talk here about different
communities, their needs, discrimination and other
things. But, when the public react, they do not react
according to the background or the ethnicity of a person,
which was a positive thing that came out during the
Koslanda incident and that, I think, we should appreciate.

At the same time, learning a lesson from Koslanda,
there are several areas that have to be attended to
immediately. 1 can mention a few here. They are,
Dunsinane Estate in Pundaluoya, Park Estate in
Kandapola, New Peacock Estate in Pussellawa and
Uduwara Estate in Hali Ela. In all these areas, people
have been temporarily displaced due to fear of landslides.
These have to be attended to immediately.

The Government has allocated for next year, Rs. 2
billion for housing and sanitation. It has promised 50,000
houses in the next three years. These 50,000 houses in
three years is a standard formula that has come from the
"Mahinda Chintana" in 2005, but no action has been taken
to implement these housing schemes. People are talking
about why we should not have upstair houses or upstair
line rooms in the estates. Flats are for the urban
population. The plantation workers are agricultural
workers. You would not build flats in a village. You
would give them separate houses - single storey or two
storeyed - but simple single houses. Like that, the estate
worker, also being an agricultural worker, deserves
separate houses.

7 PL 008671

The Ministry of FEconomic Development is
implementing so many programmes in the villages for
livelihood development. It is also having the Divi
Neguma Programme and we heard a Member of
Parliament saying that he is distributing 400,000 tea
plants and the Hon. Athauda Seneviratne spoke of so
many other plants being distributed in villages to improve
the livelihood of the villagers.

g mncitd OGS

(seauepgsTiiGn o muiilant gsuiss)

(The Presiding Member)

Order, please! Hon. Deputy Speaker will now take
the Chair.

g50® od nemBd mdud Swm Goemews’ pdx'
Howsy, Readds mommonn® Geswsndes Sa.

ysor  lpgm, wrenyllg  areenaTsv
yEdrremgalafiongy  yEala, Uigld  FUTBTWST  jeuFEer
BEDCUVIIUD SR S5 T BT

Whereupon THE HON. HUNAIS FAROOK left the Chair, and
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair.

uTmrd  BysuiEsit

ewnin®

(sallsrari ojauiser)

{The Chairman)

Hon. Yogarajan, you may continue.

®6 g8, ewedodiis? Dwm

(wradr s oy Guimsrresr)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

The livelihood programmes of the Ministry of
Economic Development has mentioned the distribution of
plants, helping people to grow vegetables, trees and all
that. You cannot implement these in the plantations
because our people do not have land. They have only a
line room. They have, maybe, 10 - 20 feet behind the line
room or in front of the line room, where they build a
kitchen or a toilet and that is it. These agricultural
workers who have the capacity and aptitude to grow
plants and trees are unable to grow anything because they
have no land. This is why to whoever we speak, whether
we agree or not on many other things, we always tell that
the people in the plantations are today looking up to
receiving separate houses with a small land area. They
also expect to be issued proper documents of ownership
for the lands and houses that they would receive.

There are a large number of youth in the plantations
who do not wish to work in estates because of the kind of
slave labour, they believe, is prevalent in the estates.
Their older parents or ancestors did not mind working in
such circumstances, but today the children of plantation
workers with some access to education are against or not
willing to work in the estates as labourers, because they
are treated in a mean manner. As such, what do they do?
They move to the cities. They do temporary jobs. They
work in hotels, in boutiques, and in houses. They do jobs
that they would not do in front of their families. But,
when they go back home, they dress well and go as if
they are doing jobs in an office in Colombo. These
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people are actually working in small boutiques, hotels and
in other places. Unlike their parents, who had formal jobs
with EPF and ETF, these young people are working on a
lemporary basis. They carn a few thousands and they
spend it. They have no permanency. They have no EPF;
they have no ETF. There is no social security for these
people. So, these young people have to be encouraged to
remain in their estate areas, but opportunities have to be
provided for them to involve themselves in self-
employment. Employment opportunities in estates are
limited today. Further, the youth are not willing to take
those jobs. The only thing they can do is to have self-
employment. The Hon. Douglas Devananda, Minister of
Traditional Industries and Small Enterprise Development,
who has the Industrial Development Board - IDB - under
him, can do some work in relation to these arcas, maybe
with some additional funding from the Divi Neguma
Programme.

Every estate has its own needs. Every person in the
estate maybe needs bread, needs a tailor, needs a person
to repair their three-wheelers, needs a welder, needs a
carpenter, et cetera. Those are all needs of the people
living in the estates. So, at least initially to provide with
the needs of the people who live in estates, micro
industries have to be started in estates where land is
available. If the know-how can be provided by the IDB
and the Divi Neguma Programme can provide the
funding, this will be an ideal set-up for these youth to
improve their living standards for the future.

The plantation youth are hardworking and they are
willing to learn, but they lack education. Education in the
estates is improving today. But, in the past, education in
the estate school was of a lower standard. They are unable
lo compete on equal terms with the other youth who apply
for jobs. Their lack of knowledge of Sinhala is also an
inhibition. So, they are coming to the city and working in
the informal sector doing mean jobs such as in tea
boutiques, in small grocery shops and other places. But, if
they can be provided with opportunities to manufacture
something in their own area, to provide the services to
their own people, then, that would be a very positive
move.

Bmun®

(mallamart syauiser)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, you have only one minute left. You
have to conclude your speech within one minute,

®0 8. ewdodisy Dwume

(rshm il oy Guirarmresir)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

The Estate Workers' Housing Co-operative Societies
today have more than Rs. 2 billion in their accounts.
These monies are managed and used by the estate
management. The Manager of the estate is the Chairman

of the Co-operative Society and the Welfare Officer is the
Secretary of that Society. So, these funds are managed
by them. The Divi Neguma plans to have a bank of its
own. Village societies or CBOs in villages can become
members of this Divi Neguma Bank. The Estate Workers
Housing Co-operative  Society should also be
incorporated into it so that the estate worker is also
mainstreamed in this manner.

Sir, 1 wish to make only one more point. That is
regarding private sector salaries. In the Budget Proposals,
a minimum salary of Rs. 10,000 has been recommended
to the private sector. In the private sector today, less than
Rs. 10,000 is paid maybe, for a few office-type jobs.
Even the people who work in boutiques or in hotels - who
the Hon. Minister mentioned - are paid more than Rs.
15,000.

s n®,)

(peallsrari syauiser)

(The Chairman)

Thank you very much, Hon. Member.
conclude now?

Can you

©0 gob. ewdodeist Swma

(wrewmlls oy Swrsrrasi)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

I will conclude, Sir. This Rs. 10,000 means, for 25
days work; Rs. 400 is paid per day. A plantation worker
today is drawing Rs. 620 as salary per day including the
incentive. So, to recommend a minimum salary of Rs.
400, is unfair by the plantation worker. If the Hon.
Minister of Finance and Planning wanted to suggest a
wage increase for the private sector worker, it should
have been a percentage of maybe 20 or 25 per cent -
[Interruption.]

swndn®)

(Bl srari syaiiaer)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member, we are running out of time.

OO @8, ewlodiedst Swnma

(wrenryullg oyt Guirsynseir)

(The Hon. R. Yogarajan)

It should have been a percentage increase of maybe
20 or 25 per cent instead of fixing it at Rs.10,000.

Thank you.

[q.e0. 6.12]

o0 gorin y-88ce® dwm (4:88m w.dbdm

Rewedtis a@imun @)

(wramylls sops yesABaGL - QurmaTarr s falmss

Lilrd) oysmdar)

(The Hon. Susantha Punchinilame - Deputy Minister of

Economic Development)
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Question, "That the sum of Rs. 109,760,000, for Head 127,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 127, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
patt of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 38,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 38,700,000, for Head 127,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put

and agreed to.

Head 127, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure
Rs. 90,200,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs., 90.200,000, for Head 127,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 127, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 8,650,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 8,650,000, for Head 127,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the  Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 127, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 221. - DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 606,500,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 606,500,000, for Head 221.
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 221, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 352,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 352,000,000, for Head 221,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 221, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule,

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 565,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 565,700,000, for Head 221,
Programme (2, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 221, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 101,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 101,000,000, for Head 221,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 221, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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331 £ Glveed 02 O DRelom, fedm Deg®
coedimneed emdan mded f3e gnud Howio mdm ¢&.

sawsoti) 105, BlapsPssl b 01, FeamBaimes Closvaydsran
epur 7,677,550,000 s avsmennullhy BarssluGions’ s
aflewrm el HEs0ul {6 sThmSGlsTsiar L L gl

semwiy 105, Bapsfgii o 01, La@anmen Gleasy
L susmenTullait Lg@wrs @) Hsss s smaruile L gl
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(00 gosin g:-8Rce® Sum]
gl 331.- HalCpEw o lalnsds Henaardsars

BapsAsgl i 01.- Qewsdgpennd Gowhir(Gaser -
BarBaimen Gy apur 391,860,000

‘semauiny 331, fapedsAc i 01, s (B miss
GlFsveyd amer eHLT 391,860,000 2L ausmanrullh
Cridaiiufurs” saub oforr ef@ssLUCE ahnsEsTaar
Ul ).

gy 331, Bapsdsgdl e 01, Law@aimes ClFsuey
S suamentullsr ugdlwirs Bmbsd s aparul O g,

Bapsdsgl L 01.- Qrudypmpns QrwbhurBss: - VLT
Blsavey spur 86,950,000

‘seneiiy 331, Bapsfsg i 01, apseTE GlFaa|sEs T
msur 86,950,000 oy suswemrullph Goidasiiu@iors" sTemilD aflesrm
allB&sIuC @ arpps@smsrari gy,

gmeotny 331, Hapsfsdi b 01, mpeosard Gsasy
L susnanullsi ugurs @)hasd s merull Oul L gi.

BlapsASE b 02.- olleflmshs QFEwpLTBssir-F s Gioumss
GFsvey esur 25,390,040,000

‘seweiy 331,  AspsfsAiin 02, e (Reumeh
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Coirdalu@urs’ agun ollarmr al@ssiiud @ 67D M Gl wairs L
L g).

geweiiy 331, Papsfsdl i 02, San@eimes ALV
S suamsnrullar ugFurs Fmasss s smarul ou g,

Bapsfsg L ib 02.- sy fallmsdld GeupuirGass- ApsUGEITF
Glrsvay emLnr 1,233,000,000

‘saaiiy 331, Fapsdsdn 02, apsears Glrauaydamer
emum 1,233,000,000 S L ausnanrullh BissliuBiors sTEILD
allerm afl GléEstul G THDIEGETsTer L L %),

sy 331, Fepsfsdiin 02, wpesers GlFaay
L susmamullsit ugRwrs @) mess S L smaruil_ o’ g,

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 7,677,550,000, for Head 105,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule,

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 299,400,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 299,400,000, for Head 108,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule "put
and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 71,294,650,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. Rs. 71,294,650,000, for Head 105,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 105, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule,

HEAD 281.- DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN DEVELOPMENT

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 284,850,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 284,850,000, for Head 281,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 281, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01. - Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 50,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 50,000,000, for Head 281,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 281, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 4,255,700,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. Rs, 4,255,700,000, for Head 2581,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 281, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02, - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs.2,036,000,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs.2,036,000,000, for Head 281,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 281, Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

HEAD 331.- DEPARTMENT OF DIVINEGUMA DEVELOPMENT

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 391,860,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 391,860,000, for Head 331,
Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 01, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 01.- Operational Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 86,950,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs. 86,950,000, for Head 331,
Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme 01, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02.- Development Activities - Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 25,390,040,000

Question, "That the sum of Rs..25.390,040,000, for Head 331,
Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.
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Head 331, Programme 02, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

Programme 02. - Development Activities - Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 1, 233,000,000

Question, "That the sum of , Rs. 1, 233,000,000, for Head 331,
Programme 02, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule" put
and agreed to.

Head 331, Programme (2, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule,

OmEE &0 g.w. 6.30 Hewsy, e:dfe®pdO gode
Dabime w7 e wwafin® Gerameas oz S,

20w 2000 yofe Hdm o8 2ydm d#de 2014
@2228; @& 0702 Ezpga.

yrelurapsy  Gwgh 1hy. 6.30  wenfluwaslafe Gar.  guapalsr
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Sy BT it 1 55 BN T Y BT BT

Bapalsrg) uifiFasner yplalssouc L g1, Fam@a & Gag 2014
waubesi 07, Glavsiralsalpsnis,

1t being 6.30 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Friday, 07" November,
2014.

DEII®

hPmaiiyy
ADJOURNMENT

o HOE BBwE ¢ BED @vma

(oreirflig Blosw Arlure 5 HAsarr)

(The Hon. Nimal Siripala de Silva)

o BHewlvs mGnemn®H, "mlEedsind g »d
mae gne"8 8 eweidm momb.

sdma Bwdgd mom 8.
ARSI 1RSI DN SN IBDS.
Question proposed.

Beadehs DSmnemnn @

(Urdld surkrust osursar)

{The Deputy Speaker)
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Question put, and agreed to.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and THE
HON. (MRS.) SRIYANI WIEWICKRAMA took the Chair.
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Adjourned accordingly at 6.55 p.m until 9.30 am. on Friday, 07th

November, 2014, pursuant to the Resolution of Parliament of 3lst
October, 2014,
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