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MESSAGE FROM THE
MINISTER OF CULTURAL AND RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS
HON. LAKSHMAN JAYAKODY |

I am pleased to send my warm greetings on the occasion of the Awards Ceremony of
the State Tamil Drama Festival.

I note with pleasure the joint efforts of the Tamil Drama Panel of the Arts Council
of Sri Lanka and the Department of Hindu Cultural and Religious Affairs in
organising this Drama Festival. Such festivals help to bring out the talents of the

community. !

My deep wish is that all the communities of this country should live in peace and |
harmony; and through culture, this should be pursued.

May the aspirations of the Tamil Drama Panel be fulfilled.
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY
MINISTRY OF CULTURAL &
RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS

I am happy to note that the Tamil Drama Panel has taken some
meaningful steps to promote Tamil Drama in Sri Lanka. The
Tamil Drama Festival which has been just concluded is an
important step in this regard.

A very positive response has been shown by the Tamil dramatists
by participating in this competition and the audience response
also have been equally encouraging.

I hope the Tamil Drama Panel will have more programmes in
their calender in their pursuit of improving Tamil Drama in Sri
Lanka. Mutual programmes with the Sinhala Drama Panel and

the English Theatre would be one major area in this regard.

I wish the Tamil Drama Panel all the success.

R.A.A.Ranaweera
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MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIRMAN ARTS COUNCIL

The new Tamil Drama Panel of the Arts Council of Sri Lanka was
constituted on a directive of Hon. Lakshman Jayakody, Minister of
Buddha Sasana and Minister of Cultural and Religious Affairs less
than a year ago. Itis very heartening to see that they have been able
to organize a National Festival of Tamil Drama in such a short time,
in addition to other activities connected with drama.

It cannot be denied that Sinhala and Tamil Drama have had very
close affinities for some centuries. If we work together as one nation
I have no doubt that the future of Sri Lankan drama will be very

bright.

I wish the State Tamil Drama Festival a success.

K. Jayatilake
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STATE TAMIL DRAMA FESTIVAL
AWARDS PRESENTATION

CEREMONY
[“Invitationj

. We have the honour to invite you to attend the
State Tamil Drama Awards Presentation
. Ceremony organized by the Tamil Drama Panel
of the Arts Council of Sri Lanka in collaboration
with the Departments of Cultural Affairs and
- Hindu Religious & Cultural Affairs

on
Monday, the os5th (October 1998
at 05.00 p.rn.
at tbc T ower Hall, Maradana
under the patronage of
FOon. Lalkshman (Jaygalody
Minister of Buddha Sasana and Minister of Cultural and
Religious Affairs
ﬂ.fld
ZCort. Prof. A.COSurartveera,
Deputy Minister of Cultural & Religious Affairs

- Chairman and the Members of the
Tamil Drama Panel.

98, Ward Place,
Colombo 07.
lﬂ 25.09.1998

"YV) (Seating on first come first served basis)
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Vote of Thanks

Compere

0

Arrival of Guests

Lighting of Oil Lamp

‘Dance’ To invoke blessings

Direction - Srimathi Nalayini Rajadurai

Welcome Address ;

Mr. V. A. Thirugnanasuntharam

Chairman, Tamil Drama Panel

Address - Mr. K. Jayathilake

President, Arts Council of Sri Lanka.

Address - Mr. S. Thillai Nadarajah

Director, Dept. of Hindu Religious
and Cultural Affairs

Special Lecture

“Drama - An effective media to promote

peace and understanding”

Prof. 8. Thillainathan

University of Peradeniya.

- “Bommai Dance”

Niruthyothaya Dance Centre
Direction -Mrs. Thanamani Rajendra
Address - Mr. R. A. A. Ranaweera
Secretary

Ministry of Cultural & Religious Affairs
Address - Mrs. Rajalaxmi Kailasanathan
Addl. Secretary

Ministry of Cultural & Religious Affairs
Address - Mr. W. D. W. Abewardhana
Director, Dept. of Cultural Affairs

- Cultural Performance -

Student of Centre for Performing Arts
Miss. Chitra Balasubramaniam
Nadduvangam -

Srimathi Nalavini Rajadurai
Address by Guest of Honour

Hon. Prof. A. V. Suraweera
Deputy Minister of Cultural and Religious Affairs
Address by Chief Guest

Hon. Lakshman Jayakody
Minister of Buddha Sasana and
Minister of Cultwral & Religious Affairs

- Release of Special Souvenir
- Presentation of Awards and Certificates

1. Certificates for Participation

2. Certificates, Awards for the winners
3. Felicitation of Senior Theatre Artistes
Mr. V. Wickramarajah

cretary, Tamil Drama Pana i
tary, Tamil Orama Panal 4

- National Anthem 4'.{[‘,

Relangi Selvarajah 3 )

P. D. Sumanadasa
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The Report

of the judges on the plays performed at the

State Tamil Drama Festival held on 15, 16, 17 September, 1998
at the Elphinstone Hall, Maradana.

We set about our task with the following guide line :
"Drama is basically an art of enactment; that enactment is
through a performance in which images are created through
acting, visual and music. Acting and other theatre resources
enrich a performance.”

We firmly believe that drama is an important art form expressing social consciousness. We wish to
congratulate the Arts Council, its Panel for Tamil Drama, and the Department of Hindu Religious
Affairs for organising this festival and to felicitate the artistes and the dramatic troupes who and
which have taken part in the festival.

We feel that the decisions we take are in unison with the overall standard of contemporary Tamil
theatre and contribute to its richness.

The following decisions have been taken unanimously -

1. The Best Make-up The play "Ulippuyal”

2. The Best Stage Decor The play "Ulippuyal"

3. The Best Supporting Actor The actor who played the role of Kangany in "Euge
Sutantiram" (Mr. M. Maheswaran)

4. Best Supporting Actress Ms. Kamalasri Mohan Kumar in "Theerppu"

5. Best Actress Ms. D. Nanthini who acted the role of "Salome" in
“Ulippuyal"

6. Best Actor Mr. Kalaichchelvan who played the main role in "Our

Kalaignanin Kathai"
The award for the Best Music is not being given to any play.

In the opinion of the judges there is not a single play which could be called original and outstanding.
We are therefore unable to recommend anyone for the awards for the Best Play, The Best Script and
Best Direction.

Those selected as the best play, the best script and the best directed play should be exemplary
standard. We regret, therefore, we are unable to name anyone of the plays for (a) The Best Play (b)
The Best Script (c) The Best Direction.

Having taken that decision, we are however glad to recall the play "Enge Suthantiram" for it had
certain strands which could have been developed well. In view of the potential this play had, we
recommend that it ("Enge Suthantiram") be given an Honourable Mention.

We recommed that a financial award of Rs. 15,000 be given to it.

K. Sivathamby

K. Sithamparanathan

K. Sivapalan
18/09/98.
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