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Hessage

from
GAMINI JAYASURIYA, ESQR.

Acting Minister of Education
and
Cultural Affairs

It is with great pleasure that I extend my well-wishes upon “Al-Minhaath”,
the annual magazine produced by Minhaath Maha Vidyalaya, Dickwella. It is
indeed highly gratifying to note that the magazine which has so far been produced
as a hand script through the laburious efforts of the pupils is to be printed from now
onwards.

It is the bounden obligation of the ruling powers in a democratic state like
Ceylon to assist all the minority communities in every way possible towards their
cultural and educational upliftment. As a matter of fact our National Government
can take pride in this respect. The reason being that it is the primary objective
of the National Government to serve the masses equally disregard of religious,
communal, caste and creed differences.

It is the aim of the National Government to build up a peaceful, united and
prosperous Lanka devoid of all differences—communal, caste, creed and religious.

It is my fervent hope that Minhaath Maha Vidyalaya of Dickwella will step forth
on achieving great success while leading the younger generation in the correct path.

GAMINI JAYASURIYA,
Acting Minister of Education &
Cultural Affairs.

Ministry of Education & Cultural Affairs, Colombo.
3rd November, 1965.

142

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Alessage

from
The Hon, Al-Hadji M. H. MOHAMED
Minister of Labour and Housing

Glad to note that your school’s journal is going to be out in the name *“Al-
Minhath.”

As in the field of education Muslims are courageous and practical in habit in
these days, every school should uphold this vigour and make it prosperous. It is
then the highest standard of education could be achieved. In this way your attempt is
praiseable.

‘Students today need Islamic coherence and affection. May “Al-Minhath”
accomplish them !

AL-Hapn M. H. MoOHAMED,
Minister of Labour and Housing.

Ministry of Labour and Housing, .
Colombo. .
2-11-1965.
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JNCessage

from

E. H. DE ALWIS, ESQR.

Director of Education

It gives me great pleasure to send this message to your school magazine which
I understand is the first issue to be printed. I note with pleasure that for some
years you have been issuing hand written magazines. I sincerely hope that this
magazine of yours will be an annual feature.

It is my hope that your school which has been recently upgraded will prosper
from year to year and render a great service to the children of the area. For this
to be achieved, the pupils, the staff and the parents should all make a united effort.

I wish your venture all success. 1 have no doubt that the publication of the
school magazine will enhance the popularity of your Maha Vidyalaya.

E. H. DE ALWIS,
Director of Education.

Department of Education,
Colombo.
6th November, 1965.
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AMlessage

Jrom
K. ASOKA DHARMAKIRTHI, ESQR.,

Asst. Director of Education, Matara

For many years you have had this Magazine circulated among the students
and others interested as a hand written issue. The great measure of success you have
achieved has now prompted you to attempt a printed issue, giving complete coverage
to greatly needed subject matter as far as the students are concerned. You have
taken a bold step on the face of financial difficulties involved and it is highly com-
mendable that you propose to distribute this printed issue free to all the students
who will benefit by it. T wish you would meet with triumphant achievement and
let this be a lesson of courage and fortitude to all the students, while the magazine
itself, serves an exceedingly useful educational purpose.

Yours in the name of Education.

K. ASOKA DHARMAKIRTHI,
Asst. Director of Education, Matara.

Education Office,
5th October, 1965.
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Nlessage

Jrom
M. B. NOORDEEN, ESQR.

Asst. Director of Education

It is with great pleasure that I send this message to the first issue of *“ Al-Minhaath.”
I am aware that your School Magazine has been regularly issued in the past in a
hand-written form. Your Editorial Board deserve to be congratulated for the
success they have achieved in being able to publish a printed School Magazine.

I had visited your School on several occasions in the past before it was upgraded
and I formed the impression that the School would develop into a useful institution
for the education of the Muslim children in this rural area. 1 was particularly
struck by the enthusiasm shown by the Staff and the high standard of attainments
by some of the pupils at the $.S.C. Examinations. It is, therefore, no surprise for me
to learn that after the up-grading of the School, five children have been successful
at the Advanced Level Examination held last December and three of them gained
admission to the University. 1 offer them my heartiest congratulations.

It is my hope that the School will continue to receive the full co-operation
of the parents, the teachers and the pupils. There is no doubt that with such co-
operation the school will progress steadily and shine in all its activities.

M. B. NOORDEEN,
Asst. Director of Education.

Department of Education,
Colombo.
6th November, 1965.
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Mrs. F. F. NIZAM
Minhaath Maha Vidyalaya, Dikwella

ENGLISH IN MUSLIM SCHOOLS

English is a subject which we can hardly afford to ignore, for taken as a subject,
it cannot be studied within a couple of years, and English taken as a language cannot
be mastered within a short period. Before we probe into this subject of “English
in Muslim Schools™ let us first see what “English” really is. English is a language
which is spoken the world over by the English speaking and the non-English speaking
people. It is accepted as the international language and more often than not it is the
ways and means of communication between two countries, two states, two unions
and even between two persoas. English is not only of commercial value to a person
but it can easily be called the key to the world’s store house of knowledge.
Hence it is a subject in which every one of our children should take a deep interest.

But unfortunately this is not so. On the contrary, we find most of the children
in Muslim Schools consider English as just one of those subjects which can be
conveniently forgotten once they reach the G.C.E. level. We cannot blame our
children for this attitude, for, when they reach the G.C.E., they are fully aware of the
fact that they are not sufficiently qualified to compete with the other students at the
G.C.E. examination,

It is of paramount importance for the teacher of English to see why our children
are so backward in English even when they may be very good at other subjects.
and languages. Thereasons for this are many. Unlike the teacher of other subjects,
the teacher of English (or any language) has to fulfil two tasks at the same time.
First he has to teach English itself and secondly he has to impart knowledge and
facts to the children. This requires not only a mastery of the languge but also a
thorough knowledge of the topic of the lesson. It is the task of the teacher of
English to be fully furnished with the necessary facts and answer the questions of
the children satisfactorily.

The teacher must also consider the fact that the children do not hear sufficient
English—specially those in the rural schools—for them to either increase their
vocabulary or to improve their pronunciation or language. The little English they
hear is limited to the 30-45 minutes of English they do in school. This is a great dis-
advantage to the children. Here, it is essential for the teacher to resort to frequent
repetition of any difficult words the children come across so that at least by this
process they would be familiar with the words in the lesson.
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If the teacher of English is really anxious to improve the standard of English
in our Schools he must not be satisfied with the set text books. He must introduce
supplementary readers and encourage the children to read them. At the early stages
he must resort to more speech than written work. There must also be contests in
recitation, spelling B, Do you know, Speeches etc within the school and with the
neighbouring schools. The goodwill, co-operation and encouragement of the heads
of schools is essential here. Then the teacher can introduce and organise different
clubs and societies like a “Pen-Pals Club™ where the members meet and tell each
other about their pen-pals (preferably foreign), their hobbies, customs and countries.
Here they can also exchange ideas about the improvement of their clubs. Of course
this would be a very expensive hobby which would be more suitable to urban schools
than to rural schools.

Where the school does not have a good library, the teacher can encourage
the children to buy a story book each and circulate them in order to enable every
child to read every book the class has bought. This would encourage the children to
read more books and gradually they would begin to form a library of their own.

These extra activities demand a few hours of the teachers time which [ am sure
most of our teachers would not grudge if they have the progress of our children,
community and country in mind.

The vernacular teacher may or may not be aware of the fact that he toc plays
a great role in easing the task of the teacher of English. The progress in mastering a
second (or third language) depends to a large extent on the mastery of the vernacular.
If, for example, the children have learnt the correct form of essay writing in the
vernacular they are sure to write an equally good essay in English as well. So
it is with grammar. If they comprehend the grammar of the vernacular they would
not find much difficulty in learning the grammar of the English language. This
applies not only to English but to any two languages.

Finally the fact that we do not have sufficient qualified teachers to teach English
in many of our schools is also a contribution to the present standard of English
in many of our schools. 1t is sad to note that in some schools there are no teachers
of English at all, while in other schools after the transfer of one English teacher,
sometimes it takes well over two years for the next English teacher to be appointed,
but these are purely administrative reasons which are beyond our control.

+ 4 + + + +
MONEY

Money is a small word with a big meaning. Everybody likes to own a lot of
money and become rich. We all make use of money in some form or other every
day of our lives. Money is very useful to us. We can buy all our requirements with
money. Money is of two types, coins and notes. Coins are made of silver, copper
and nickle. Currency notes are made of paper.

People who have much money are called rich people. They can buy many

things and they can live in luxury. A poor man has little money and he cannot
buy many things. He has no big buildings or properties.
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Money of our country cannot be used in another country. Cevlon money is
made in England. If a man takes Ceylon money to another country he cannot use
it there without changing it to the money of that country. In Ceylon many people
save money in the Savings Bank. It is used for Government purposes.

In the present society money is very important. People even judge a man’s
social status by his clothes. If a man has a lot of money he can dress well and
people think he is a “gentleman.” But we cannot judge a man by his wealth.

Money can be used for bad purposes and good purposes. Like many other
things money should be used correctly, for us to make a benefit. Otherwise we
would become a slave to money and soon we would be lead astray. Money can be
called a good servant but a bad master. And the old saying that, “Money is the
root of all evil” is true to a great extent.

1ZZATH M. UBAID
2 o ¢ 4 + +

THE FOOLISH MAN

There was once a man. He was a drumstick seller. He had many drum-
stick trees. He lived in a small house. The man earned his living by selling drum-_
sticks. His drumstick trees were near his house.

He picked drumsticks everyday. Sometimes he picked a lot of drumsticks.
The man sold his drumsticks in the market. He was very poor.

One day he gaid, “I shall buy a large shop with the money I get from selling
drumsticks. After that I will buy a car with the money I get from selling things.
The car will stop before my house. But now I can’t take it in, because of the trees
before my house. Now I will cut all the trees.”

The foolish man got a large axe and cut all the trees. After that he said, “I did
a foolish thing” and he was sad.

Now the foolish man had no trees to pick drumsticks from. He had no drum-
sticks to sell. He had no money to buy a shop or a car.

Moral :(—*“ Do not count your chickens before they are hatched.

N. M. M. FAHMY,
G.C.E. (Adv. L.) Ist Year.
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MY SCHOOL

I live in a small village called Dickwella. It is in the Southern Province and
twelve miles east of Matara. There is only one Muslim school in this village. The
name of this school is Minhaath Maha Vidyalaya. It is situated on a small hill and
it has three buildings.

About three hundred boys and two hundred girls attend this school and there are
twenty teachers.

Our Principal’s name is Mr. A. R. Mohamed. He is from Weligama. He came
to our Vidyalaya in the very recent past.

Unlike others, we do not celebrate Prophet Mohamed’s Birthday by mere
decorations. On this day there will be many competitions, oratorical contests,
Quran memorising competitions and so on. After this there will be a mass meeting
mainly to award prizes to the winners. Like in other Vidyalayas, we study subjects
like Arithmetic, Language, History, Geography, Civics, English. My favourite
subject is Civics.

There is no library in our Vidyalaya for the children to spend their free periods
in reading books. So we have to read in our class rooms.

But, we will soon be getting a new school not very far from the present one.
The construction of this school was started very recently and it will soon be completed.
I hope it will be used soon. I think the idea of a new school originated at one of the
meetings of the Parents Teachers’ Association and I thank them very much for that.
At present we are without a playground. But when we go to the new school we shall
have a good playground.

N. M. M. FALULLA,
G.C.E. (0. L) 11 yr.

+ + + + ¢
BT BRIEND

Akyar was the only boy in his family. His parents loved him very much. His
father was a doctor and his mother was a teacher in a girls’ school. His parents
went to work every morning and came home in the afternoon or evening. Everyday
I went to his house to play with Akyar and soon we became very good friends.

Akyar’s parents called me their “son” and I was even treated like a member of his
family.

Akyar was thin and tall. He had large black eyes and short hair. His face was

kind and pleasant. Akyar was a clever boy. I was his best friend. So he liked me
very much.
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One day, in the holidays we went to the “Dondra Fair” on two bicycles. We
had to ride nine miles. So we started early on a Sunday morning. At first we were
riding very fast and the road was almost empty. But as we came to the Dondra
town, the streets were crowded and we could not ride very fast. As we were riding
through the crowd, I suddenly heard a big noise behind me. I stopped ; looked back
and there was my friend in a pool of blood.

A car had come from a junction and knocked my friend down. The people
and the Police came near us. My friend was immediately taken to the hospital with a
broken head. He was in hospital for many days and I went to see him everyday.
I was very unhappy to see my friend’s sad face and weak body.

~ One day whé,n I went to his ward, he was not there. I went to his house and
T'saw a lot of people in the house. I ran into his room to find my friend lying still
in his bed. He was dead. I know I will never meet a friend like Akyar again,

M. MOHAMED MUNAS,
G.C.E. (0.L) II Yr.

¢ "l YlAR gHT CHGT WO +
AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF R PAIR OF SHOES

We were born in a large three storeyed factory in England. After our birth
we were placed in a coloured box covered by a sheet of tissue paper. Since our birth
we have been living together, even up to this date.

From the factory we were first taken to London along with thousands of our
friends. We stayed there for a couple of days and then we were transferred to a
vessel.  After about a few hours it began to sail.

At first, we were under the impression that it was another factory. But very
soon we realized that it was a ship. The period in the ship was very pleasant and
comfortable. But we could not see what was taking place outside us. Instead, we
could hear the thundering sound of waves and the delightful music played by the
crew.

After about a fortnight, we reached a small island and it was Ceylon. Ceylon
seemed quite different from our native country. The weather did not suit us. It was
too hot. But we had to smile and bear it up as it was our fate.

From the Port of Colombo, we were transported to a large shop in the city.
There we met thousands of others like us. I first thought that the shopkeeper was
going to separate my friend and me. But he did not do so. As we looked so smart
and beautiful, we were kept in a large show case at the entrance. The lid was
removed, as a result all those who walked up and down the street were able to cast
their eyes on us. They even praised our appearance but no one seemed to buy us
as we were expensive.

One day a tall strongly built man really took us in his hands. As he was quite
pleased with our appearance he thought of buying us. And so he did, not caring
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for the price. On that very evening, we began to serve him. We were taken with
him everywhere he went, almost daily. Not a single party was missad by us. Every
week we were polished by his servant boy when we looked shabby. Then, after
about a year or so. he gave us to a cobbler to be repaired. He pricked and prodded us
with his sharp needles before returning us to our master. 'We were treated mercilessly
in the same manner by the same cobbler about three to four times.

After about three years of loyal and devoted service, we were thrown intoa
dust bin as we could not serve our master any more. But today, we are living
near a gutter thinking of the future.

M. H. M. NAWAZ,
G.C.E (0. L)) lst Yr.

+ ¢ i 4 +
A SPARROW TELLS ITS EARLY LIFE

I am an old sparrow now. My wings are weak that I am unable to fly. My
legs are so weak that I am unable to perch myself on branches. Therefore, I spend
my life here and there. I take food found near-by.

I still remember the day I was born. When my parents could chit-chat happily,
I could not utter even a word. While they were having feathers on their coats,
I had nothing. My body was bare. 1 lay on dried leaves.

My parents became as busy as bees after my birth. They daily found food for
me. They loved me very much and also looked after me very well. I often would
thrust my small beak out of our nest, gladly waiting for my father. Because he
brought me something to eat. Sometimes later, my body was covered with soft fur.
lBy then, my pair of wings had also fully grown. This change in my body made me
ong to fly.

One day, I was asked by my parents to fly out. Although I had a longing to fly,
I realized that I could not do so without practice. However, I tried my best and flew
about four to five feet. I was then tired. So I clung on to a branch near by. There
I saw a bird larger than I. My body began to shiver as I saw it. But not for very
long. My parents seeing it, came and chased it away. What an escape I had !

After a few days, I was fully trained to fly. Once again I was asked to fly out.
But this time for ever. How painful for a child to leave its parents !  As it was the
case with our community, I had to fly away.

Later, I had an enjoyable life. But today I am running a dull life.

M. C. M. ATHAUDEEN,
Standard 7
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Holy Quran Revelation, Completion and Collection

Mr. M. S. M. AZHAR,
Minhaath Maha Vidyalaya, Dikwella

When Prophet Mohamed (O.W.P.B.) was thirty years of age, love of God
and love of His worship began to possess him more and more, Revolting against the
mischiefs, misdeeds and the many vices of Meccans he would often ratire to a cave
at the foot of Mount Hira, about two or three miles north of Mecca and spend
days at a time in prayer and meditation. At his fortieth age he saw a vision in the
said cave, some one commanding him to recite. Though the Prophet said in reply
that he did not know what or how to recite, the figure said to be angel Jibrel, insisted
and at last made the Prophet recite the following verses :

“Recite thou in the name of thy Lord who created, created man from a clot
of blood. Recite! And thy Lord is the most beneficient who taught
man by the pen, taught man what he knew not.”

These verses which have tremendous meaning, became part of Quran and thus
the first ever revealed to the Prophet. He was asked to proclaim this message of
God and was promised help and protection by Him in the proclamation of this
message.

When the Prophet received this revelation, he was full of fear of the responsibility
which God had decided to place on his shoulders. When he returned home greatly
agitated, his wife Khadija enquired about the matter. He narrated the whole
experience to her and summed up his fears saying, “Weak man that I am, how
can I carry the responsibility which God proposes to put on my shoulders ? * Hearing
this, Khadija replied at once, “God is witness, He has not sent you this message
that you should fail and prove unworthy that He should then give you up. How can
God do such a thing while you are kind and considerate to your relations, help the
poor and forlorn and bear their burdens ? You are restoring the virtues which had
disappeared from our country. You treat guests with honour and help those who
are in distress. Can you be subjected by God to any trial ? ”(Bukhari)

Having said so, Khadija took her husband to her cousin Waraqga-bin-Nawfal,
who was supposed to be a well known man in those days for his wisdom. When he
heard the account he said, “The angel who descended on Moses, 1 am sure has
descended on your husband.  Your husband is obviously a Prophet.”

When this news reached Zaid, the Prophet’s freed slave, about thirty years of age
and his cousin Ali, about eleven, they both declared their faith in him. “Abu Bucker,
a friend of the Prophet from his childhood, was out of town. As he returned home
he began to hear of this new experience which the Prophet had. He was told that
his friend had gone mad and had begun to say that an angel brought him a message
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from God. But Abu Bucker trusted the Prophet wholeheartedly. And he too
declared his faith. This small group of faithful was the first believers of Islam :
a woman full of years, an eleven year old boy, a freed slave living among strangers,
a young friend and the Prophet himself. This was the party which made the silent
resolve to spread the light of the God all over the world. When Meccans and their
leaders heard of this, they laughed and declared that these men had gone mad.
But as the time went on, the truth began to dawn.

When God began to send the messages, the youth of the country began to wonder.
Those in search of truth became excited. Out of scorn and derision began to grow
approval and admiration. Slaves, young men and hapless women began to collect
around the Prophet. In his message and teaching there was hope for the degraded,
the depressed and the young. Women thought that the time for the restoration
of their rights was near. Slaves thought that the day of their liberation had come
and young men, the avenues of progress were going to be thrown open to them.
When derision began to change into approval and indifference into attachment,
the chiefs of Mecca and officials began to fight.

They assembled and decided that derision was no method to deal with this
menace. A more serious remedy had to be applied. The new influence had to be
put down by force. It was decided that persecution and some form of boycott must be
instituted. Practical steps were soon taken and Mecca was pitched against Islam
in a serious conflict. The Prophet and his small following were no longer considered
mad, but a growing influence which if allowed to grow unimpeded, would prove a
danger to the faith, prestige customs and traditions of Mecca. Islam threatened to
pull down and rebuild the old structure of Meccan Society, to create a new haven of
Arabia and its old earth. Meccans could no longer laugh at Islam. It was a
question of life and death for them. They decided not to meet argument by argument,
but to draw the sword and put down the dangerous teaching by force. The faithful,
still a handful, had no power to resist the onslaughts and violence of disbelievers. A
most cruel campaign began to institute. Men and women were slaughtered. The
slaves who had declared their faith were dragged over burning sand and stones.
The Prophet himself was no exception to the cruel treatment meted out to the faithful.

Their cruelties were beyond endurance. But early believers bore them because
their hearts were made stout by assurance received daily from God. The Quran
descended on the Prophet, but the reassuring voice of God descended on all believers.
Faithful could not have withstood the cruelties to which they were subjected.
Abandoned by fellowmen, friends and relations, they had none but God with them
and they cared not whether they had anyone else. Because of Him, the cruelties
seemed nothing, abuse sounded like prayers and stones seemed like velvets.

On the basis of testimony of Prophet’s contemporaries is that in the beginning
revelation came to the Prophet at intervals and in small bits. But as time passed,
it grew both in volume and in frequency till in the last years of his life (during 23 years),
it swelled into an almost continuous stream. After the basic principles of Islam
had been fully grasped and it became comparatively easy for people to understand the
teachings and the topics dealt with in the Quran, the revelation began to arrive
faster and in larger volumes. The object was that all Muslims should be enabled
fully to grasp the teachings of the Quran. As the number of Muslims was very small
in the beginning only small portions were revealed at a time and there was always an
interval sometimes extending to several months between the revelation of one group
of verses and the next. In this manner the few Muslims were enabled to commit the
whole revelation to memory. When the number of Muslims began to increase
and the safe guarding and preservation of the text of Quran became easier, the
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revelation began to arrive faster. Towards the close of the Holy Prophet’s life, the
number of Muslims exceeded by thousands and memorizing of the Quran became
very easy. Then the revelation came faster still.

Whenever any portion of the Quran was revealed to the Holy Prophet, he used to
commit it to memory and continuously recited the Quran from one end to the other.
He always carried the whole of the revealed Quran at all times in his memory. In
addition to this, some devices were adopted for safe guarding and preserving in-
tact the text of the Quran. '

As soon as a revelation was received by the Holy Prophet, it was recorded in
writing from his dictation. A number of persons are known to have been employed
by the Holy Prophet for this purpose. He would send for one of such persons and
dictate to him the text of the revelation which he had received.

In actual fact, it is well known that a very large number of the companions of the
Holy Prophet had committed the Quran to memory. They spent the greater part
of their time in reciting it to others at all hours of the day and night. As a result,
even those whose enunciation was not clear and who were not men of learning at all,
began to commit the Quran to memory in large numbers. It is also said that if a
person commits the Quran to memory he would be saved from the treatment of hell.
The Holy Prophet took pains to supervise the recitation of the Quran by people
excluding Abdulla bin Masud, Salim Maula Abi Hudhaiba, Muadh bin Jabal and
Ubayya ibn Kab whom he had appointed as the principal teachers of the Quran.

When it was found that nearly five hundred of the reciters of the Quran had been
killed in the battles after the death of the Holy Prophet, Omar suggested to Abu
Bucker, the then Caliph, that if those who had the Quran by heart began to be lost in
battles in such large numbers, the safe-guarding of the purity of its text would
become difficult and that the time had therefore arrived when the whole of the Quran
should be collected in one volume. Abu Bucker at first demurred but eventually
accepted the suggestion and appointed Zain-bin-Thabit, being one of those who
used to record the Quran at the dictation of the Holy Prophet, to collect the text
of the Quran in one volume. He also appointed prominent companions of the
Holy Prophet to assist him in the task. Abu Bucker directed that the text of the
Quran should be collected from its recorded fragments and that the accuracy of
the text should be certified by two persons who knew the whole of the Quran by
heart. This task was soon accomplished and a written text of the whole of the
Quran was got together in one volume which was certified as accurate by those
who knew it by heart.

The authenticity and accuracy of the text of the Quran are thus established
on the surest and most irrefutable evidence. The accuracy of the text of nc other
writing in the world is so far above the possibility of doubt as that of the Holy Quran.
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Our Dispensary

Like in many other villages, there is a dispensary in my village too. It is
situated by the main road, just about one hundred yards from the bazaar. Itisa
small building with a verandah, a hall and a few rooms. Seats are provided in the
verandah. These are for people who come for treatment.

The D. M. O. examines the patients in a room. But the Apothecary examines
in the dispensing room which has rows and rows of shelves. They are crowded with
bottles of all shapes and sizes. Two dispensers work in this room. Adjoining the
D. M. O.s room is the dressing room. The office is next to it. Two rooms found
at the end are used to store medicines and other things.

From early hours in the morning patients begin to arrive at the dispensary.
Mothers with babies and small children in their arms are the earliest. They take
their places close to the consulting rooms. As soon as the doctor and the apothecary
arrive, there is a rush towards their doors. But the numbers given to them, keep
themselves in order.

An officer calls out numbers one at a time to both the rooms. Then the
patients are examined. The medicine has to be obtained from the dispensary.
By eleven o’ clock most of the patients have gone. Only a few are left behind.
All these cases are attended by the D.M.O. and the apothecary with the same patience
and kindness which they had with the babies.

We regard them with great respect. For us, the dispensary is as important
as our school.

A. C. M. AKRAM
Standard 7.

United We Stand, Divided We Fall

Once there was an old man, He had three sons. They were not united. They
often quarrelled with one another. Their father advised them many times not to be so.
But they did not listen to him.

One day the old man called his sons and gave each a bundle of sticks. Then
he asked the brothers to break them. Each one tried with all his strength to do so.
But none was abie to break the bundle. So the father untied the bundles. This time
he asked them to break the sticks separately. This, they did very easily. Then
turning to the sons, the father said, “No one can hurt you if you all live united.
But if you are quarrelsome and separated anyone can easily hurt you.” From this
day onwards they were united and quarrelled no more.

A. S. M. SAHILAN
Standard 6.
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The Cow

- The cow is a domestic animal. And it is very useful too. Of all four footed
animals, the cow is one of the most useful animals to man. It gives milk which is a
wholesome food for men. From it are made butter, ghee, cheese and curd. Many
kinds of sweets are also made out of milk. Children are very fond of such sweets.

The flesh of the cow is called “beef.” In Ceylon it is largely used as food.
Combs, buttons and handles of some stools are made from the horns and bones of
cows. Its skin is used in making shoes, boots and other leather goods. The dung
of the cow is used as manure. It is also dried into cakes and used as fuel. When
bones are crushed, it forms a very good kind of manure. Even its urine is of much
use to us, :

Because of these reasons, a cow is treated everywhere with kindness.

M. A, M. NAVAS
Standard 6.

A Camel

I am a camel. My master is an Arab. [ have a long neck and a lump on
my back. I am very useful to my master. T carry heavy loads on my back. And
even people. . ;

I give my master milk. He makes my long brown hairs into cloth for his tent.
I live in the grass land near the desert. Nothing can grow in a desert. The desert
is a sea of sand. - I am the only animal that can work in the desert. I carry men and
goods across the sand.  This is why T am called “the ship of the desert.”

1 am fond of dates and dried beans. I love to drink cool water after my day’s
work. I can even store it for days and days. Canyoualsodoso 7=

NOORUL LAAMIYA
Standard 6.
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My Pet.

1 have a pet. Itis acat. [callit Kitty. Its coat is white with black patches
here and there. 1 got it on my last birthday. It was presented by my mother.
When I got Kitty, it was a kitten. 1 gave so much milk that it has grown into a big
cat now. '

I take it with me where ever I go. But not to school. In the evening I take it
to the beach for a walk. There, when it sees dogs it hides behind me.

It always takes meals with me. It never takes with others. 1t is very fond of
milk. Like other cats, it does not steal. At night, it catches mice. At other times
it keeps our garden clean, destroying worms and insects. Therefore I am very
kind to my kitty. And so are others.

M. S. FAZUL RAHEEM
Standard 5.

Our School

The name of our school is Minhaath Maha Vidyalaya. It stands by the side of
the Matara-Beliatte road. But on a hill. It has three buildings. They are parallel
to one another. It has also a teachers’ quarter.

Our school starts at seven forty. And it closes at one forty. We have only a
short interval of fifteen minutes for our mid-day meal.

Nearly five hundred boys and girls study there. As it is a Maha Vidyalaya
There are classes from L. Kg. to H.S.C. Twenty teachers are there to teach us.
We study four languages in our school.

All our teachers are very kind to us. And so are we.

DURRATHUL YEKEENA
Standard 5.
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TWO OF THE PRINCIPAL MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES IN INDIA
By

C. JorHr Ravi B.Sc.

In recent years several important manufacturing Industries have been established
in India. The relative importance of the principal Industries in India is determined
generally on the basis of the number of workers employed. In 1954 about 4 million
people were employed in the different major Industries of India.

From the point of view of the number of workers employed in factories, Bombay
State occupies the first place with about a million workers followed by West Bengal
with about 650,000 daily workers.

The distribution of manufacturing industries in India is very uneven. The
principal manufacturing regions are as follows : (a) Hooghly side—About one third
of India’s industrial development with all the jute mills. () The Bombay cotton
belt with Bombay, Ahmedabad and Sholapur. (¢) Chotanagpur with Jamshedpur
as the centre for iron and steel industry and (d) the Nilgiri group in Madras and
Mysore for textile industries. It has been that some indus:ries will always concentrate
in particular localities. The centralisation of industries is noticeable in cotton
textiles, jute, sugar, paper, matches, woollen, silk,leather and iron and steel production.

The tendency towards centralisation is now being criticised in many quarters.
There is a feeling that localisation of an industry should be made on the basis of the
distribution of population in different provinces.

The decentralisation of industries is desirable to give as far as practicable equal
opportunities for development to every province. Bombay, Delhi, Baroda, Mysore,
Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh possess more mills measured in terms of demand
for cloth by the people of these provinces while there is little or no development of
cotton industry in areas like Assam, Orissa, Andhra and Eastern U.P. West Bengal
and Uttar Pradesh should have more cotton mills because a large portion of the
internal demand for cloth at present is met from outside supplies. Since the market
for cloth is measured by the distribution of population, the same basis should be
followed in the establishment of cotton industries in different provinces.

The iron and steel, silk, sugar industries, match factories and paper mills have
considerable scope for decentralisation. On the other hand, the jute and woollen
industries are not at present capable of being dispersed.

In the list of the two major industries the two characteristics are the predominance
of the textile industries and the subordinate position of chemicals and paper.
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The Cotton Textile Industry

India is now one of the leading cotton manufacturing countries of the world,
she is second in the production of cotton and third in the number of persons employed
among the countries manufacturing cotton. Indeed “The Indian Cotton Textile
Industry is the most significant example of national achievement in the industrial
sphere and is a symbol of India’s potentialities as an Industrial Country.”

The first cotton mill in India was started at Ghoosery on the Hoogly in 1822.
The real progress started from'1854 when Bombay had its first cotton mill. 'At the
end of the year 1956, there were 461 working mills giving employment to more than
840,000 persons in India.

At present, four areas lead in the production of cotton goods. These are
Bombay, West Bengal, Madras and the U.P. :

The lines of cotton manufacturers consist of yarn and woven goods, and these
supply more than 80 per cent. of the countries requirement for mill made goods.
The woven goods are grey and bleached piecegoods, coloured piece goods, hosiery,
cotton goods mixed with silk or wool and miscellaneous.

Bombay has 179 mills of which Bombay Island and Ahmedabad possess 70 mills
each. Judged by the quantity and value of production, Bombay ranks first in the
list of cotton manufacturing centres. Next to Bombay city, Ahmedabad is the
second largest cotton manufacturing city in the country. In the State of Bombay,
the third centre is Sholapur followed by Poona, Surat, Brooch, Hubli and Jalgaon.

The localisation of cotton industry in the city and island of Bombay has been
governed not so much by the natural and permanent factors as by the capital and
credit advantages, the presence of adequate means of communication and the fact of
Bombay being a port. The climatic condition of Bombay is such that it favours the
production of yarn of finer counts, but the preponderance of the higher courts is the
feature of the Ahmedabad cotton industry and not so much of Bombay. Again
Khandesh, Berar and Wordha where raw cotton is grown are nearer to Ahmedabad
than Bombay. When the cotton textile indusiry was established, Bombay had not
developed hydro electricity and depended on Bengal for coal. The cotion industry
in Bombay city draws its labour force mostly from the neighbouring districts of
Kantan, Satara and Sholapur. The supply of labour also comes from the Deccan
and the Uttar Pradesh (U.P.).

In spite of these defects, Bombay is still the principal centre of the industry.
It proves therefore, that certain advantages are definitely on the side of Bombay.
(i) Credit and Banking facilities. (i) The natural labour, the cotton crop of the
hinterland gravitates in large quantities to Bombay export and as a special flow of
cotton for the purpose of mills need not be created. The port also enables Bombay
to import machinery and other requirements from England, Germany and U.S.A.
with ease.

Therefore Bombay has combined the textile specialisation of Manchester with
the commercial and shipping characteristics of Liverpool.

The bulk of the clothes produced in Bombay city consists of light texture clothes
made from medium count yarns. During recent years many Bombay mills have
specialised on fine count clothes. Long cloth, shirting, T. clothes, domestic and
sheetings account for more than 50 per cent of the production while the remaining
consists of dhoties and coloured goods.
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The first cotton mill at Ahmedabad was started in 1859. The industry has made
tremendous progress since 1929. In 1954 the city had 70 mills and employed about
130,000 workers. The principal sources of labour supply are Ahmedabad district,
Baroda and Gujerat. About 60 per cent of labour comes from these places.
Rajasthan supplies about 12 per cent of labour force. Ahmedabad is capable of
producing almost any grey, bleached, woven, coloured or printed cotton fabric in
general demand. Her annual production exceeds 1,000 million vards of piece of
goods. Ahmedabad also produces dhoties and sarees on an extensive scale.

The plain of Berar and Nagpur lying to the West in the Valleys of the Pura and
Wordha rivers contain black soil which makes the area a great cotton growing one,
The cotton mills in this region are located at Nagpur and Akols. From the point of
view of labour employed, Nagpur is the most important cotton textile centre in
Eastern Bombay State. A large proportion of the workers in the Nagpur Mill
belongs to whar are known as the scheduled castes.

The cotton mill industry in West Bengal has made exceptional progress in the
last ten years. At present production is mostly confined to grey and bleached
goods with dheties for home consumption predominating, There are now 21 cotton
mills in West Bengal and a few more mills are in the course of erection. The industry
15 located in three districts namely, 24 Parganas, Howrah and Hoogly all along the
Hoogly Basin within a radius of 32 miles from Calcutta. The Hoogly Basin offers
unique opportunities for the development of industries in as much as the area is
served by a perfect net work of railway and river ways. Calcutta, by bringing mill
machinery and raw cotton from abroad, distributes them fo different centres (cotton)
of the Hoogly Basin. 'The economic advantages of Calcutta is being near to Jharia
and Raniganj coal fields, besides being itself a money and labour market have in-
fluenced greatly the concentration of cotton textiles around the city. The mill
centres are Sodepur, Serampore, Pamhati, Shamnagar, Mauregram, Belgharia,
Palta, Fuleshwar, Salkia and Ghoosery all in the districts of Howrah and 24 Parganas.

The prospects of the cotton mill industry in West Bengal are indeed very bright.
West Bengal is a great market for cotton goods in India. The Bengal Mills cannot
satisfy the local demand to any appreciable extent. Thus the Bengal mills have
before them a wide scope for expansion. Moreover the neighbouring provinces of
Assam, Bihar and Orissa will offer a vast market for Bengal mills. As the province
is intersected by many rivers, the atmosphere is very humid.

The moist climate of Bengal is no less important. Cotton industry requires moist
atmospheric condition, otherwise the thread breaks. The climate of the province is
certainly an advantage, if not over Bombay and Ahmedabad, at least over the up-
country towns of Kanpur and Delhi, where the humid atmospheric conditions are
created in the mills artificially As regards labour a factor very much in favour of the
Bengali labourer is that he is more intelligent though physically he is a bit poorer
than outside labourers. , But workers in the mills do not presumably require very
strong physique, because the operations are such as require sensitiveness to touch
and flexibility of fingers more than physical exercise which it does not take a long
time to develop.

The only problem is the question of raw materials. Bengal is situated far from
cotton growing areas of India. But then, the high price paid for raw cotton will be
compensated largely by the economy in the freight on coal.

The third largest cotton manufacturing province is Uttar Pradesh with 22
cotton mills. Its disadvantage of being located far off from the coal fields is compen-
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sated by the presence of a large local market, cheap and efficient labour and excellent
transport facilities. The cotton industry is particularly confined to the George
towns. Kanpur is the most important cotton manufacturing centre. Although
the first cotton mill in Kanpur was started as early as 1861, the real progress was
noticeable from 1935 onwards. The city has now 17 cotton mills. The bulk of the.
labour force in the mills come from the neighbouring agricultural areas. The
cotton manufacturers in the U.P. are yarn, grey and coloured piece goods, hosiery
and carpets. The U.P. produces about 230 million yards of cloth per annum,
of which grey and bleached goods account for 95 per cent of the production. Cotton
carpets are becoming important of late and the centres of manufacturing are Bareilly,
Aligarh, Agra, Mordabad and Etwah. Tentage and Desuti fabrics are made in
Kanpur.

The growth of the cotton mill industry in South India during recent years has
been phenomenal. South India possesses certain geographical advantages in respect
of raw materials and power resources developed asaresult of hydro electric schemes.
There are about 96 cotton mills in the south including Andhra, Mysore and Kerala.
The districts of Coimbatore, Madura and Tinnavely in Madras are important zones.
The cotton mill centres are Coimbatore (31 mills), Madras (10 mills), Salem (4),
Tinnavely (4), Malabar (5), Madras, Guntur, Bellary and East Godawari. Mysore,
Irwandrum and Padukota are other centres. The South Indian Cotton Mills con-
centrate mostly on spinning as about 16 p.c. of the total spindles of India are to be
found here. Only 4 per cent of the total loomage of India is in South Indian mills.

Madhya Pradesh is an important centre of cotton manufacture in India. The
cotton mills are located at Gwalior, Indore, Bhupal and Rajnandangoar, There are
now six mills in M.P.

Delhi with three cotton mills specialises in the production of coarse count
clothes and produces considerable quantities of dhoties and tentage materials and
excellent upholstery and tapestry fabrics.

Long stapled cotton requirements of Indian mills are met by importation from
Egypt, East Africa, Sudan, U.S.A. and Pakistan. Indian union can import long
stapled cotton from Pakistan to the extent of one million bales. The Indian mills
consume annually about 4.8 million bales (400 Ibs. each) of raw cotton.

The development of Indian cotton mill industry has considerably affected the
Lancashire cotton industry, Formerly Lancashire had a strong hold on the market
of India.

Raw Cotton consumed by Indian Mills
(Thousand bales of 392 Ibs. each)

Indian Cotton Foreign Cotton Total

1950 s 2,421 1,071 3,492
1952 s 3,234 1,025 4,259
1954 = 3,950 727 4,677
1955 s 4,306 579 4,885

The entry of Japanese cotton piece goods in India before the second world war
adversely affected the Indian industry, more particularly the Bombay cotton industry.
The Japanese manufacturers had several advantages over their rivals in Bombay and
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Lancashire. The real strength of Japan as exporter of piece goods rests largely
on the ability of the small factories situated through out the country to produce
goods at a low cost. Many of the weavers in Japan are part time farmers. Even
the wives, mothers and elderly relatives of the farmers work in the mills. These
operatives were satisfied with a very small remuneration. Organised buying of raw
cotton from America and India gave Japan some additional advantage. Total
freight on both raw cotton and piece goods from India to Japan and back is very low.
State aid to cotton industry in Japan is also a great contributing factor in its expansion.

In recent years India has emerged as major exporter of textiles. During the war
years because of the inability of Japan, Germany and Italy to export cloth the volume
of exports of cotton textiles from India increased, In 1950 India was the largest
exporter of cotton taxtiles followed by Japan, U.K., and U.S.A. Subsequently
however, because of competition abroad and the increasing demand at home, the
exports of cotton textiles from India could not be maintained at so high a level.

The average share of the cotton piece goods in the total exports of our country
has been nearly 10 p.c. In 1955-56, India exported 740 million yards of cotton
piece goods accounted for 680 million yards. The destinations are U.K., Indonesia,
Sudan, Nigeria, Australia, Kenya, Ethiopia, Tanganika, Singapore and Ceylon.
Other important markets are Afganistan, Burma, Rhodesia and Saudi Arabia. Some
of these markets particularly in Asia are develo ping their own cotton textile industry.
These countries are Ceylon, Burma and Indonesia. But there is significant scope
for increasing our cotton exports in many other countries of Asia and Africa.
In Asia, India’s formidable competitor is Japan. China and Pakistan have also
started offering competition. In Africa, the main competition arises from U.K.
The zonal distribution of exports of cotton piece goods from India, Japan and U.K.
in 1955 is as follows :

Zonal Export of Cotton Textiles—1955

(In million yards/million sq. yards)

Country Asian African  European Oceanic  American
India .. s T 278 112 55 55
Japan o .. 606 102 132 77 222
U.K. e i 50 261 59 144 41

More than two thirds of the exports of Indian cloth consist of medium varieties.
Nearly one fifth consists of coarse varieties and the remainder of fine and super fine
varieties. Indigenous raw cotton is used for the manufacture of coarse and medium
varieties. This is an advantage on the side of India as against U.K. and Japan
which have to import raw cotton of all types.

If India is to compete successfully in the foreign markets with Japan and UK.,
the productive efficiency of the industry will have to be raised. Her cotton piece
goods will have to be competitive both in prices and quality. Both the reduction in
cost and improvement in quality which are of considerable significance for the export
market can be achieved through rationalisation.

It must be noted however that the recent decline in the cotton exports of India
is ‘also caused by the increased demand for cotton piece goods at home which has
devoted a large portion of cloth from the exports to the internal market. The major
problem is that of satisfying the growing internal demand while developing the ex-
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port trade in cotton goods.. This can be done if production is stepped up and cost of
production kept down. India is unable to export any appreciable quantity of fine and
superfine goods because of a comparatively high cost of manufacture. Indian labour
cost per yard of production is almost the same as in the case of America which pays
the highest wages in the world.

India has already captured the cotton markets of Iran, Arabia, Iraq, Aden,
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa etc. As there are essentially price markets
Indian cotton industry must try to reduce its cost of production so that other coun-
tries may not drive out Indian cotton goods from the markets. :

The Indian mill industry cannot, however effect an appreciable reduction in
manufacturing cost unless her equipment is modernised. About 40 p.c. of the
Indian cotton mills are uneconomic and must replace their machinery and plants to
increase the productive capacity. But unfortunately very few mills have adequate
reserve resources to pay for new equipment. The industry therefore requires
financial assistance as well as reduction in the import duty on machinery.

THE JUTE MILL INDUSTRY

The Indian Jute Industry is one of the biggest industries of the country and a
prominent source of foreign exchange. The jute industry owes its development to
foreign enterprise. Till 1828 the manufacture of gunny bags and cloth was in the
hands of Bengal peasant weavers and the production was very small. But after
1832 when it was found that jute might be used as a substitute for Hemp as a result
of the experiment carried out by a Dundee merchant the demand for jute increased.
In course of time the bleaching and dyeing processes improved and jute finally
gained rapid popular favour. Thus the foundation of the jute manufacturing
industry was first laid in Dundee. Later in 1855 the first jute mill in India was
erected at Rishra near Calcutta because of an effort of an Englishman.

After cotton, jute is the most important industry in India. “In point of efficient
organisation, the jute industry is perhaps second to none in India.” The industry
employs a daily average of nearly 275,000 workers. In 1955 the Indian Union had
72,288 looms which worked out to be 53 per cent of the world’s total. ~Great Britain
and France came next with 9 per cent and 6 per cent respectively.

Calcutta has the leadership in jute mill industry. Practically all the mills are
in the neighbourhood of Calcutta on the banks of the Hoogly.

States Mills
Bihar and Orissa 3
Madras 4
Uttar Pradesh e o ok 3
West Bengal .. i i .. 95

There are certain geographical factors of this localisation of jute industry along
the Hoogly basin within a radius of 40 miles of Calcutta. Since the jute mill industry
aims at exporting its manufactures abroad, the question of accsssitility to the port
is a main consideration. The location of the jute mills along the Hoogly basin is
such that the mills can bring raw materials with ease from the interior and can export
their products readily through the port of Calcutta. Had the jute mill industry been
mainly intended for home market, its location would have been near the sources of
raw materials. Regular steamers and boat services connect Calcutta with the jute
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growing districts of East Bengal. West Bengal raw jute is brought partly by rail and
partly by rivers. As Calcutta is a port, raw jute is also sent to this place for export.
Thus supplies of jute are always available for mills. Coal is within easy reach of
Calcutta and the distance of Ranigunj and Asansol coal fields, is only about 120 miles
As a matter of fact this proximity to the coal ficlds is a great advantage of Calcutta.
Humid climate necessary for jute manufacture is also characteristic of the Hoogly
basin. Calcutta is an industrial centre and so there is a regular flow of labour.
from the neighbouring provinces of Bihar, Orissa and Uttar Pradesh. At present
more than 90 per cent of the labour employed in jute mills come from outside the
State of West Bengal. Then again the fact of Calcutta being a port makes the
industry assured of supplies of imported machinery for mills.

The jute mill workers are usually housed in dwellings provided by the mills
at a nominal rent. These workers also enjoy a free medical aid.

Calcutta itself is an important jute mill centre. The other centres are Bally,
Agarpara, Rishra, Serampore, Symnagar, Kankinara, Hoogly, Banoberia, Uluberica
and Budge—all in the Hooghly Basin and also within 40 miles of Calcutta.

There are four jute mills in the Madras State employing about 6,500 persons.
Two of these are small units, the larger units being one in Chitavalshah and in Nall-
mailla. These two big factories account for about 77 per cent of the total labour
force employed in the jute mills in South India. Chitavalshah in the Bimlipatam
taluk (Vizagapatnam district) is a jute village. Jute is grown in the vicinity but
because of its poor quality it provides only a small percentage of what is used by the
factory, the rest being obtained from other areas. The jute mill at Nallimaila
(Vizagapatnam district) employs about 2,000 workers.

In Uttar Pradesh there are 3 mills. Kanpur has two of these mills and employs
8,000 workers, the third is at Satyawa. The Indian jute mill industry consumes
about 5 million bales of raw jute of which about 3 million bales come from East
Pakistan. Though the production of raw jute in India today is about 4 million bales,
she has to depend for quality jute on Pakistan. In 1955-56 the Indian jute mill
consumed 5.2 million bales (each of 400 lbs.) of raw jute as against the raw jute
production of 4.1 million bales in India.

Progress of Jute Manufactures
(1000 tons)
1950—51 o b - ¥ 858
1952—53 he, /s o o 891
1953—54 s 1 i, A 865
1954—55 L 1% 22l i 995
1960—61 5 i il e 1,200

Jute manufactures may be divided into four classes :
(@) Gunny bags, sackings, used for packing rice, wheat, sugar, oil seeds etc.
(b)) Gunny clothes or hessians.
(¢) Coarse carpets and rugs and

(d) Cordage.
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Finer and clean and jute yarn of uniform size and quality is used in the cable
industry. The jute products are mainly exported to U.K., Germany, France, Italy,
Egypt, South Africa, Australia, Indonesia, Japan, Argentina, Canada, the U.S.A,
Cuba and the Netherlands.

The average value of the exports of jute manufactures amount to 25 p.c. of
India’s total exports.

Exports of Jute Manufactures

P.C. Share
to total
Quantity Exports
(1000 tons)
1951—52 s ik 809 38
1953—54 14 b 777 22
1955—56 i i 864 20

Over p.c. of the exports consist of sacking 44 per cent hessians and remaining
8 per cent yarns and ropes. The main markets for sacking are Australia, Cuba,
Indonesia, Burma, Thailand and U.K. In recent years China has also become an
important buyer. With regard to jute cloth or hessian about 50 per cent of it go to
the U.S.A. The other buyers of hessians arc Argentina, Canada and the U.K.

As jute goods are made mostly for the world market, the industry is very sensitive
to the general economic climate in foreign countries. Then again because of the
steady growth of jute manufactures in many foreign countries there are difficulties in
increasing the volume of export. With a total loomage followed of 72,288 in 1955
Indian jute mills account for 53 per cent of the world’s total loomage followed by
U.K. with 8 per cent, France 6 per cent, Pakistan 5 per cent, Germany, U.S.A. and
Brazil with 3.7 per cent each. Pakistan with more than 7,000 looms has a total
capacity for producing 2 lakh tons of jute goods per year. There is also the competi-
tion from the U.S.A., Germany and Japan which affects our exports adversely.
Some of India’s buyers like Egypt, Irag, Burma, Thailand, Philippines and China
have set up new units for jute production.

The high cost of raw jute is another problem of the Indian jute industry. The
country has not yet become self sufficient in raw jute. The jute mills do not at
present work to their full capacity. The existence of a larger home demand would
enable the industry to operate to its full capacity whenever there is slack in foreign
demand and thus enable it to reduce the cost of production. With the increased
agricultural production and greater demand for packing material, it would be possible
to bring about an expansion in demand.

The United States of America are at present the best customers of India’s
manufactured jute goods. They take about 50 per cent in volume of the annual
exports of hessian cloth. In value they take about 30 per cent of the total exports of
jute manufactures of all kinds. U.K. is the next largest customer of hessian cloth
but it takes only half of that of the U.S.A. Argentine takes about 10 per cent of the
total exports manufactured jute goods which include hessian cloth (10 per cent),
hessian bags (30 per cent), gunny bags, sacking cloth and sand bags. Australia
takes a large quantity of sacking bags, for wheat and wool. There is considerable
demand for twills in Egypt, the Lerant, South America and South and West Africa.
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In recent years the displacement of jute in many foreign -countries has been
developed along two lines. (a) The usg of grain elevators and other mechanical
appliances for the bulk handling 0f grain in countrm like Australia, Canada and
Argentina.

(b) The substitution of jute bags by bags of paper, cotton, sisal, hemp and other
fibres. During World War II when jute.export was interrupted by the hostilities,
many substitutes like cloth and paper bags became popular as packmg materials
and captured a part of the market. In other words, the progress of jute substitutes.
was caused by the scarcity of jute. New Zealand has introduced phormum Tenaxa
vegetable fibre for domestic wool packing industry ; Russia and Argentina use linseed:
fibre ; Canada, U.S.A,, Sweden, South Afnca and Austraha w1dely use cloth and

paper bags.

The replacement of jute by processes of bulk handlmg is a permanent loss, but.
it is doubtful whether the substitutes of jute can compete with ultimate success.
So long as the price of jute is kept within reasonable limits there is no real possibility’
of its being ousted from the international market by the substitutes. Apart from
jute competitive cheapness, the jute bags have a resale value, they can be used time
after time and therefore in the long run are still cheaper. They can stand rough
handling and bad weather and can be repaired quickly and returned to circulation.,

Although market may have been lost to competitive fabrics or in countries which
are more and more tending to self sufficiency, other new and valuable markets may bc
@med by research and experiment.

- The New Lines of Mannfacture _ ,
Housing : Heat insulation, plastic furniture, carpets and curtains, upholstery,
blankets, wall covering, etc.
Transport : Car u.pholster-y, waterproof covers, tarpaulins, canvas cordage dnd
ropes.
Industry : Electric insulation, plastic reinforcement.
Clothes : Mercerised and bleached fibres blending with wool and cotton.

In many of these new lines of manufacture, the jute industry has already madc
good progress.
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THOUSAND—YEAR OLD MOSQUE -

IN THE HEART OF GALLE.

A. R. M. A. CADER,
Principal, Malharus Sulhiya Maha Vidyalaya, Galle.

On the Galle-Matara Road, about two miles from the Galle Railway Station,
stands an old fashioned Mosque which is reported to be the oldest in Galle. The
Kachchiwatte Mosque, as it is popularly known, has, according fo reliable tradition
been built by the Arab Muslims of Galle. It dates back to the year 303 of the
Hegira corresponding to the year 916 A.D.

Until the middle of the eighteenth century, a large number of Muslims were
living in this area. They were also owners of land. The title deeds of the lands
of this area bear ample testimony to this fact. About the latter half of the same
century the Muslims of this area gradually began shifting to other localities in the
vicinity. A considerable number of them shifted to Katugoda, a hamlet on the
Southern border of Kachchiwatte. The last Muslim house in this area was sold out'
by a resident of Katugoda only about 63 years ago.

The name Kachchiwatte is a distortion of the word ‘Hadjiwatte’.. Hadji is an
Arabic word meaning a pilgrim to Mecca. The word watte, of course, means land.
Thus Hadjiwatte means the land of the Pilgrims to Mecca. It is a well known fact
that before the Colombo Harbour was built in 1882, Galle was the principal port of
call. Pilgrims to Mecca sailed from this port. Those pilgrims who waited for their
sailing vessels lodged themselves in the Mosque premises. Hence the name Hadji-
watte which is commonly pronounced as Kachchiwatte.

The Mosque is under the management of the Muslims of Katugoda. The
management has taken particular care to see that the structural pattern of the Mosque
is not changed. Veteran Muslims, familiar with the popular sights at Mecca,affirm
the fact that this Mosque almost resembles the Ameer Hamza Mosque in Meena,
a few miles from Mecca. This is proof positive that this has been built by the early
Arab settlers here.

The compound of the Mosque has been used as the graveyard of the Muslims.
It has incidentally been the first Muslim burial ground in Galle. Even today we can
see the marks of many Muslim graves in the premises. Inscribed on one of the grave-
stones is the name “Uduma Leve”and the date of burial has been given as 423 which
undoubtedly refers to the Hegira (Muslim) year. e

On the sea-shore side of this Mosque there lies buried a famous Muslim Saint
by the name Seyed Sheikh Abdurrahman Voliullah of Arabia. The exact date of his
burial is not known. It is popularly believed that this holy shrine has been there for
a long period. The Muslims as well as the non-Muslims living in and around the
area treat this shrine with much veneration. Every year in the Arab month of
Rajab, alms in the form of cooked rice are distributed freely to people who assemble
there irrespective of caste or creed. This goes on for fourteen days from the first
moon of the month.

It is a pleasure to see the Muslims and the Sinhalese enthusiastically taking
part in the ceremonies conducted at the Mosque. The non-Muslims do not hesitate
to contribute in cash or kind for the ceremonies of the Mosque. This serves as an
object lesson to the rabid communalists of the day. Let them witness this shining
example of racial and religious unity in the historical town of ancient Ruhuna.
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We thank wholeheartedly all these gentlemen
and firms for sending their best wishes to our first
magazine.

Rs. cts.
Mr. M. H. A. Ghouse, Muslim Street, Dikwella .. i .. 50 00
M/s. The Asiatic Trading Agency, 107, 1st Floor, Prince Street, Colombo 25 00

M/s. A. M. M. Hameem & Sons, Kotuwegoda, Matara » .. 2500
Mr. M. H. M. Ibrahim Hadjiar, Muslim Street, Dikwella .. .. 2500
Mr. G. W. Sawnis Silva, Muslim Street, Dikwella Fa i 2500
Mr. M. H. M, Nasrulla, Gem Merchant, Ratnapura 55 .. 2500
Mr. P. S. Mutukumarana, Main Street, Dikwella 2 .. 2500
M/s. Eastern Textile, 145 Keyzer Street, Colombo 11 e .. 2500

M/s. M. Y. M. Muhular & Bros., 222, Second Cross Street, Colombo 11.. 25 00

M/s. Fashion House, 63, Kotuwegoda, Matara .. s .. 2500

Mr. A. R. M. Yassin, Muslim Street, Dikwella .. i .. 1500

Mr. A. L. M. Lafir, Lanka Filling Station, Dikwella - .. 1500

Mr. M. S. Mchamed, Govt, Contractor, Muslim Strect, Dikwella .. 1500

M/s. Misiriya Stores, Main Street, Buttala e s .. 1500

M/s. Zakah Siores, Wellawaya S v S .. 1500
169

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



For all vour requirements in

PRINTING & STATIONERY

Please Contact :—

ALBION PRESS LTD.

No, 9, Matara Road,
GALLE.

L

Eguipped with
MODERN AUTOMATIC MACHINES.

NEAT & QUICK JOBS ASSURED

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES.
'PHONE : 600

EPHRAUMS LTD.

Agents for:-

—

@ ELEPHANT BRAND MINERAL WATERS
ELEPHANT HOUSE ICE CREAM

® KANDOS CHOCOLATES
@ TANGANA TEA
@ LUX & FIVE DIAMOND CIGARETTES

% A 1 BRAND SAFETY MATCHES

"EPHRAUMS LIMITED,
124, Main Street,
GALLE.

Phone: 277 Grams: ‘Ephraumsco’
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[SHAK & G0,

BRXPERT
JEWELLERS ® GEM MERCHANTS
WE SPROIALPISEK IN

Sapphires, Star Sapphires, Rubies,
Star Rubies, Antique Jewellery, Etc.

1
|

45, Chatham Street,

(Near Cleck Tower)

COLOMBO 1.

! (Ceylon)

Cables: “ SHERIFA” Phone: 7596
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THE COLOMBO PICTURE PALACE

Importers of :-

Glass, Mirrars, Picture F, rammg Materials &
CALENDAR MANUFAGTURERS

104-106, Prince Street, Colombo 11.
Telegrams: ‘‘ UPTODATE * Branch,; phone: 6065
Telephone : 2778 102, Sea St., COLOMBO 11

I HBAKMARA ZTORES
i% S - bakmana.

T For all your
REQUIREMENTS.

Telegrams: ‘ MOHAMEDS »
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Established 1860

0. 1. 1 SAGLY JARAAR LI,

Jewellers.

Pearl, Precious Stones and

Diamond Merchants.

Head office

MACAN MARKAR BUILDING,

24, York Street, COLOMBO 1.

Branches

GALLE FACE HOTEL, COLOMBO 3.

MOUNT LAVINIA HOTEL, MOUNT LAVINIA.




For all kinds of
V % Textiles
I ¥ Readymade wear
S % Presentation articles
I ¥  Gents Tailoring

T ¥ DBata Shoes

FAIRDEAT,

141, Galle Road,
Wellawatta,
COLOMBO 6.
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THE FIRM WITH A REPUTATION

& TENNIS for 4 GOLF
4 FOOT BALL ¢ JAVELIN
¢ CRICKET ALL SPORTS ¢ RUNNING
¢ VOLLEY BALL 4 BOXING
¢ BADMINTON GOODS ¢ CARROM
¢ BILLIARDS 4 POLE VAULTING
4§ HOCKEY § TENNIKOTT
¢ NET BALL ¢ PINGPONG
¢ BASKET BALL § SQUASH
V'S RUGBY 4
and

ALL INDOOR GAMES

CHANDS LIMITED

Chatham Street,  Fort,  Colombo.  Telephone: 2076

Remember ALAVIA for:-

FRESH 4 BUTTER
& CAKES

¢ CHOCOLATES

¢ BISCUITS Etc.

THE IDEAL PLACE FOR DELICIOUS FOOD AND
HOT OR COOL DRINKS.

Just a visit will give you the
Fullest Satisfaction.

Prompt attention given to orders

ALAVIA HOTEL

Phone: 429 : MATARA.

T - ’ T
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When visiting Ratnapura

Remember to step in ai

The leading stockists of all kinds of
Motor spare parts and accessories

THE GEMCITY MOTORS AXD ANEER ¢ (0.

Also contact for :-

Purchasing, Disposing or Finance of
Motor vehicles and

Satisfactory service to your vehicle.

GEMCITY MOTOR SALES & FINANCE CO.,

(GEMCITY BUILDING)

246, Main Street,
RATNAPURA.

phone: 493
Tele{
grams: *““GEMCITY *» P. O Box 3.
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LEADING WHOLESALE TEXTILE

Merchants & Importers

T’P%one 3053/% VY \\)‘:)/

125, SECOND CROSS STREET,

COLOMBO.

‘What’s Unique )
About .... Z T E X
BRASSIERS

SUCH WONDERFUL COMFORT
It's Joy to wear! Try one to-day
AVAILABLE AT FAIR AND FIXED PRICES THROUGH

OUT THE ISLAND

Trade Inquiries

2’ TEX INDUSTRIES

NO. 60, GALBOKKA ROAD.
WELIGAMA.
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For Fresh R
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4 CHOCOLATES
& BISCUITS
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DeLiclous Foob
AND
CooL oR HoT DRINKS

Prop: A. M. M. HASSAN
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‘Ghe one name to be Remembered

CROWNS|

your |
needs {!

in r
TEXTILES

The Shopper is always Faced
with the problem of getting
the Right Design at the

RIGHT PRICE

you can always Rely on

CROWY STORES

146, Main Street,

GALLE,
Phone: 462
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Walasmulia bardware $tores

Main Street,
WALASMULLA.

Dealers in :-
Textiles, Hardware, Chinaware,

Cartridges, Etc.

Prop :
M. H. M. CASSIM HADJIAR & SONS.

Our aim is to satisfy

THE CUSTOMERS.
Manufacturers of :-
% Travel Bags % Zip Suit Cases
% Purses, Ltc

ZUHARA PRODUCTS CO.

76, Maligakanda Road,

Maradana,

COLOMBO 10.
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F @ Travel goods
0 o Belts

r @ Ladies band bags
Y 2 Ohirts
0o @ Slacks

u = Children wear

r N2 @ EtC.

ADAMS INDUSTRIES

212/49, Gaswork Street,
Pettah,
COLOMBO 11.

Distributors for

ocMAIGH SHOE COMPANY

COLOMBO & KANDY
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G WHOLESALE & RETAIL DEALERS IN

O
O
D

WIN HOTEL & BAKERY

MONERAGALA ROAD:
WELLAWAYA,

Nearest Telephone No. 9 Telegrams: GOODWIN
SR ReLIEE «» BIE SRIR
RAKEERB stores & Rice miiis

GENERAL MERCHANTS & TRANSPORT AGENTS

0o SWEETS

o CAKFES

0 BREAI &

0 FRESH BUTITER

112, 116, 118, OLD ROAD,
KOTUWEGODA.

MATARA.

BRANCH: RAKEEB & CO,,

Main Street, TELE {Grams RAKEEBR STORE
Batticaloa. a Phone 487
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If your CAJe NEEDS BETTER
SERVICE,

On vour way to

KATARAGANA

FILL UP AT

LANEA TILLING STATION
“wennsusmon JICRWELLY
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CITY
CYCLE G YFTITHG
STORES Gevarfu 1bssHsH5E

(OPPOSITE CLOCK TOWER)
Dealers in:-

All kinds of Bicycles, Tricycles,
Petromax Lights, Cycle Spares,
Tyres, Tubes, Paints and Hardware

Goods, Electrical Goods Etc.

210, MAIN STREET,
RATNAPURA.
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Good news fto

BRASSIERES MANUFACTURERS

BRASSIERE Buckles & Hooks

ARE ALWAYS AVAILABLE FOR
WHOLESALE © RETAIL

s M M M“H 238/7, Main St.,
(FLIAPLFY LAR COLOMBO

@ L Q_QALERS
S
Cs |

@125%

TEXTILES
OILMAN GOODS

CHINA & GLASS-WARE
LAMPS

CYCLES

CYCLE ACCESSORIES
GUNS & GUN POWDER
CARTRIDGES
HARD-WARE ETC.

b R X K

M. b NZI YEHIYA

MAIN STREET, BUTTALA.
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MULTIPURPOSE CO-OP- SOCIETY
LIMITED

MUSLIM STREET —  DICKWELLA,
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Nusooha & Brothers

Wasiya Building
SANDIS ROAD, YONAKAPURA. DICKWELLA,
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To make delicious

2 Cakes
Z» Pastries

2 Hoppers
s e
ABRAHAM’S “ANCHOR BRAND”
BAKING POWDER

ALLENS TOFFEE & SWEETS

Anchor Brand & HIGH CLASS PANSWEETS
Anchor Brand 4 PEPPERMINT

Anchor Brand < BOILED SWEETS

Anchor Brand 4 DE-TROX-D

Trade inquiry

ABRAHAM INDUSTRIES

64, Hultsdorf Street,
COLOMBO 12,

'Phone : 2032
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KALEEL MOTOR STORES

for

Genuine Motor Spares & Accessories

Distributors of:

% “Lotus” Cycle Tyres
% ‘“‘Lotus’”’ Cycle Tubes
% Ceylon Bulbs

74, Main Street,

RATNAPURA.

Phone: 488




KNOWN FOR THEIR WIDE RANGE
O COTTON POPLIN o O COTTON AIRTEX
O PERLON O TETERON
O NYLON PIQUE
For

THE BEST IN DESIGN AND COMFORT

MADE & DISTRIBUTED BY

MOLIDEEN SONO TEXTILES

92, SECOND STREET: CCLOMBO 11.
*Phone 2913

CENTRAL ...
’I' EXT I LE S TEXTILES

PIECE GOODS
MAIN STREET,
& WRISTLETS
WEERAKETIYA.

" A.S. ABDUL AHAD

Grams: AHAD




FOR ALL OCCASIONS

AVAILABLE

Ceylon Malayan Rubber Goods Litd.

15, SIRITWARDENE ROAD,
DEHIWALA.

MEEZAN TEXTILES

IMPORTERS © WHOLESALERS
of
BEST QUALITY TEXTILES

and

DEALERS OF CEYLON INDUSTRIAL GARMENTS

134, Prince Street,
COLOMBO 11.

Telephone: 2114

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org




. . . WO

deecs On gOI 8% DIs3end
NG 68O Beed

pOiln), ©NE® An, 08 cend, ESnC
g 8% m, 12® B® &) CANDEE CONSE

goosS CHOD BW.
§E on 6@l ®@Igecy) Cc1ed.
85/1, emgedeard,
Q1D Oo.

MATARA YAKADA KADE

NG GRS

4+ ©0d I, ¢ AR2WE Ccomlen,
¢ 88n¢ 23, * 257508 S o
$ oulog, ¢ ©x® dlw
cdegsiccd.
Prop:
. 1. . ZADBIR
om 8&w,

SRR NGE




All roads lead to
PIVADASA’S

Shop where the best taste of people shop

| 6. 8. B 5 Do

S. P. PIYADASA & CO.,
No. 192, Main Street,
Dial: 305 ’Rﬂfcg\[ﬂ(prRﬂ

$ oo $ oo $ > 2 GTeT S S SAUBLY HasTHME
spcosm e | M | e
8 e cDienwos ® 6N & &S L9 ST [T B (@15 LD
ESwsy S8sY L Lﬂa‘ﬁ@jmﬂl[_ﬁﬁ o %60 U6t
HBRO»Ee 20 suImed
Ken_ gLl Lb.
C@%)ﬂ)d% . LIy Sms penaaser sk
aclsim M GonES alwule o & g7
v feensisy | S@usim | ! ® UTHS G ar &) &5 BB 5B
BEmoosim ! | _ Qeuiig srou@o.

——  YASEEM _——

MANUFACTURING JEWELLR & GEM MERCHANT,
DEALER IN LADIES & GENTS WRISTLETS.

46, MAIN STREET —_— : MATARA.,
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For Hire

A ALUMINIUM TENTS
P LIGHT ENGINE

P LOUDSPEAKER and
L Radio Service Battery Charging &

v Cycle repair at reasonable rates
WELIGAMA CYCLE WORKS
230-234, Hettiweediya, WELIGAMA.
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STORES

HA 72 & 74, KOTUWEGODA,
MATARA,

DIRECT IMPORTERS ES

The Cheapest Store !
FOR O

All Hardware, Brassware, P

FEEL HARDWARE

Paints and Licensed Dealers for E & &te.
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CROWN JEWELLERS

SPECIALISTS IN

Ceylon Gems and Jewellery

Branch: Head Office:
MT. LAVINIA HOTEL, 73, HOTEL ROAD,
MT. LAVINIA. MT. LAVINIA.

CROWN MILLS

MANUFACTURERS OF

WHITE COCONUT OIL

and

CATTLE FOOD

KEHELELLA,
HUNUMULLA.
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Always insist on

"HASLON"

1007 Stretch Nylon Socks

- and

"TULIP" Design

1007 Stretch Nylon Socks

A product of

HASSIM INDUSTRIES

FOR COOL & COMEORTABLE WEAR

Distributors:

W. M. HASSIM

COLOMBO 11.

Albion Press Lid., Galle.
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