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The Word

In the Beginning,

All that was to be

Not evident,

The as-yet-unspoken Word
Was itself the End.

God as a referential
Entity being not,

The word neither was
His ventriloquial foetus.

Non-human, and cultured

In a non-lingual source,

At once a stable governance,
And a rebellious force,

Here was formation

At its most retracted

Where even the concept

Of non-being didn’t exist.

It was of no linear time
With its remembered ‘Was’
And conceptual ‘will be”
This is the point of
Non-dimensional moment
In which there is no
Exultation or lament.

Here are no events, or

Things crudely invented

To make history, and its heroes,
Perceptions cunningly made,

Or come by in moments of abandon,
From the space-time nebulosity,

To the sound of ceaseless wind
Flowing over a wasteland,

As in an hourglass

The flow of parsimonious sand.

The momentous becomes historic
Once it classes itself with

The past like a seaman

Who chooses the wake to the ship.
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[nvisible. magnetic, and strong,
As that which keeps the planets
And the stars in their courses,
The ship has its retentive cord
Which the seaman if he chooses
May pull in and be back on board.

The striving for futuristic
Phantoms in the wrong direction
Makes the momentous historic
With a past out of which

A theoretical future is born,

Like an enduring pain when

the pricked sole retains the thorn.

Soon there is ‘there’

And ‘over here’

A moment in non-time,

A point no-where,

Has bloomed stupendously,
And such god as has let it be
Feels somewhat silly.

But then the poor Being

Is a fantasmagoric invention
Turned out by the temporal process
For its own justification
That it is divinely begotten.

If the whole process

[s a begetter-begotten affair
The Creator and the Created
Would make out as a simple
Cause-and-effect pair,

And out the window would go
The causcless Eternal Principle;
For time linear,

Curved, or with a bend,

Once begun,

Must move towards an end.

Granting that it is
Ventriloquially God - spoken,
This Word, or this ‘Bindu’
Just thrummed out
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Of Siva’s tiny hand-drum,

Made manifest from its
Uncreated state called variously,
As Akshara, Nibbana, and

The Mathematical Singularity,
What definite thing

Was it up to?

Stay in the contemplative

Self absorbtion of its sources?
Or break out into the process of
Thesis, anti-thesis, and synthesis?
Move in and out in

Blessings and curses?

Go as a hate-laden

War-whoope, or the roar

Of an enlightened master

That dispels a listener’s
Self-imposed prison

Of conscious slumber?

The begotten begets ad-infinitum,
Multiplying itself into
Linguistics, logic, and their
Intemperate search for

Absolute cognizance

Through the verbal device

Which helps the knower

In his self-deception

That when something is named

It is now thoroughly known.

The knower assumes

The status of creator

As he lays one insignificant
Brick upon another.

The slowly growing Babel

From totems to bio-genetics

[s an edifice of items

Known but not understood

Brought out without their undersense
Except to grow
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Into another Babel
Brick by brick
Beneath the floor.

An inverted tower of arsenals
That stores clubs, slings, lances,
Arrows, bows, and cross-bows,
Knives, guns and bombers
Fitted out with nuclear devices
Good enough to lay to waste
Fiftecen planets like this Earth.
Not with the savagery

Of explosive sound

And searing light,

But as a device in suspension
Over its target, delivering

An oration of neutrons

At a frequency

Quite ultra-anditory

That blasts into non-being
Every living thing,

Leaving behind a wasteland

Of factories with their machines,
Cities, highways, roads,
Temples, and their Gods,

As if the God-begotten Word
Has gone completely mad,

And resorted to chatter

Through the neither-end of matter.
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Zero Gravity

“Have a nice free-fall!” wishes the Heuristic Al,
The space - ship’s tyrannical super-brainy soul.
And we, in our free -

Fall, are free to fall

As much as we’re bound to, like

Our First Parents:

Encased we’re in womb-suits, unlike
Our poor First Parents.

The tiny burps of our coded prayer-beeps
Seem lost in the contending static of
Every supermouth transmiter

So sparingly called at home, Star,

That holds forth forever

In the void’s unknown media.

And H. Al,

The computer-cum-Space-ship
Itself a super-computer

Calls out in the name

Of its software imperium,

“Ecce Homo - Behold the Man!”

And Man spread-eagled, falls.

We’'re being thrown overboard

By a new kind of reasoning

By a new kind of righteousness,
Electrified to outstrip the speed,

The fallibility, of its very human source.
After the exhaustion

Of all its provisions

Every one of our space - suits

Would soon be a coffin.

Until then we would live. Live?
Move with a purpose

That would overwhelm

Our infinitesimal being,

And thereby give it meaning?

No, we would not even have

The vision of some inner hogwash.
Out of this inexhaustible Universe
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We would be granted only
An infinitesimal tug of gravity.

As for us,
That would be the only
Abiding subtle reality.

Are we still orbiting the home-star?

If, on the other hand

We’re in interstellar space,

This is still the goddam home - Galaxy.

Lit dimly by the stars
Something like a cloud
Of iron takes shape

At the galactic fringe;

A tentacle with

The prehensile extension
Of a human as its tip
Stays stiff like

That of a Hindu icon.

We suddenly realize that
It’s not abhayahasta-
The ‘fear-not’ gesture -
But that the hand is in

A perpetual act of pushing.

It’s Expansion working apart the galaxies
Before the Universe
Hypothetically collapses.

The whole damn thing
Works like Samson
Who got himself
Crossed with Hydra.

And zero gravity
Crashes down on us
Like a roof of pillarless cavity.
The nightmare getting close
We cry out in our sleep
In a coded radio signal,
“Mama!”
(To 4.C.C.)

264 / Pramil

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



To Ezra Puound

Far away over the waters,

To be back among familiar faces,

You were among races

That came of conflicting intellectual hatchings.

Cape held aloft by the icy wind,

Ruddy your hirsute aureole,

Eyes quickening to the contrast in blue,
You night-winged through the London mist,
And through a new race of canaria

That screeched off forever

The cooing Victorian feathers.

Here around you rushed the new Century

With no-nonsense social sensibility;

Shavian darts of magical insolence

Barbed to pierce the armour of

Britannia’s complacence,

Prophesies of things to come

Made by Herbert George Welles,

As he switched into the Darwinian trance,

And envisioned in the pigmentation of our brian
Vistas of doom, monochromatically pink.

There was even G.K. Chesterton,
Another cape wearer, assuming
The stance of a knight-errant
With a packed up revolver and swordstick,
Enarmoured of the things to go,
Things actually never ever were.
Precursor to the two World Wars,
The charge of brave new ideas,
Rushing to the succour of Man,
Was like the hair upon his head
As if he was being electrocuted,
Standing on end, brilliantly lit,
With the bluish flash of death.

It was with suspicion quite unmixed

That your peers looked

Askance at the harsh glow of your window
Behind which there was to be

A new erudite spontaneity.
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Verse was precise science for you;

It faults you had they were elsewhere,

Deep in the murk of a racial idea,

Shaping not history, as you presumed,

But the paradox of the Poundian image:

Ezra Loomis helps Master Joyce

To labour over the bereavement

Of one Mr. Bloom who is Jewish

While Dr. Pound goes over Italy’s air

Endorsing the Century’s anti-Semitic pair.

You who warned the poet not to be viewy,

Slipped, though it was far afield of your trade,

Into a very unpoetic view, held by centuries of myopia
That just this race was Usura’s chosen children, whereas
Tolstoy had the vision to say

That their having been kept away

From Governments everywhere

Had made them to “Buy cheap, sell dear,”

To quote from Stephen Dedalus’s

Joycean Stream of consciousness.

Eyes trained to the melodic harshness

Of the right word and the perfect line,

To overflow the given barrier

Into a nameless mankind was beyond you, it seemed.
When you sought the true aristocrat

Among the Greeks and Eastern Sages,

You were shopping but for

Fence-posts, number-locks and roller-shutters;

For you never ceased in using every

One of your finds to shut out your favourite enemy.
Under that incessant light in your cage at Pisa

While with a non-existent rapier

You fenced with the air

You were still in a desert where,

As the wind passed ceaselessly

Through a network of caverns,

You heard the ageless whispers of a ghostly prejudice,

Never did you repent that you fell

For a jackbooted horde from hell

That presecuted

A people out of whom came the aristocratic
Sages and saints called Hassidim and Zaddic.
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The Hanged Men

In the crowded city-bus,

Packed to bursting with standees,
The festive secular jostle

Gave her urban fingernail

Lusty direction as it crossed

The impenetrable caste-code

In a furtive flash, and she stabbed
My untouchable epidermis,
Leaving in it an inprimature,

The crescent of remote Isis.

My nerve-ends took fright

At this embedded tiny curvature.

Sensing my fear, she spoke with her
Bold eyes, “Wait a second, dear,

All those old cranks we call sages
Belong to the barbaric ages.

Manu, their moral codifier,

Was not even a bonafeid seer.

Had he been really one

He would’ve received his vision

From the inner revolutionary

Light that gives a turn to history.

All he had was the knack for converting
What was old, conformed, and comforting
Into a book of moral codes

Weaving spite with ideals of sorts.

The human element wasn’t made noble
When he endorsed the already tribal.
All that he gave us was the inhuman
Idea of low-caste pollution.

His coarse codes of dos and donts
Have polluted India for long.

Not the Ganga Waters but history
That’s come washing our holy misery.
Not even the gods can catch us

As we press together our two selves

In an overcrowded city bus,

We’'re deep in a new democratic
Miniature India in transit.”
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My mental reply was, “Oh, no, Ms!
You know this is sheer madness!

You are to me, as all through the ages,
Still a remote unseen mother goddess!™

Her eyes were now wider

Her thoughts getting louder,

“What about Mahatma Gandhi, Ambedkar,
And the Tamil rationalist Periar?

Where's the modern nerve you grew

From the seeds these leaders threw

All through this land of sorrows

And such psychic soil as yours?”

“Away from your historic romance
Turn to contemporary facts,

They still have cups apart for us

At the tea-shops in the villages.

We dont build there in stone and cement
For fear of being shot, hacked, or rent.
Ours should only be thatched huts

That could anytime be burnt.

“Thought Gandhi in nineteen thirty three,
This land would shed untouchability
Within five years but Ambedkar differed,
"The Hindus would take much longer' he said,
"Fifteen years!' Look at the calendar

And across every city border.

But then they were civilized men

Who misread this goddam nation.

The writ of law? In the village, no!

As for secular enlightenment

There’s a great deal lesser of it

Even in the urban twenty percent."

All the same I followed her

My nerves tingling with fear.
The age golden or just iron
This was what had always been.
At the confluence of the holy
Ganga, Jamuna, and Saraswathi,
Was a rush of human traffic
Playing little unconscious tricks
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With their petty inner selves,
Their myriad gods, and moral codes.

Cheating the holy law of wed-lock

Is also here too. But the furtive fuck

Is absolved easily for the high-born,

Change the holy thread for the man,

A brass-pot of water on the head

For the woman out of the wrong bed.

But for low-borns like me, tradition

Gives no such slick tricks of redemption.
Still the genetic stock has its own codes
Which have long been hidden from the gods.

Before we stripped and got into bed

We exchanged bits of liberating thoughis.
As we lay together

With me within her

1 saw a tree-trunk gateway

From nowhere to nowhere

But with a hole at its threshold.

And I thought “therein goes my head.”

Two tree trunks each with branches six
Ritually chopped with hatchets

Made the posts of the cosmic gate
With the crossbeam for the gibbet,
And the double-six code was docked
To the signs of the zodiac;

This was what had always been

[f what | do now be seen.

If know this a repetition

Of my past incarnation

As I am hanged by one leg

Between the posts from the gibbet.
Right above my head is the hole
Sucking at the bristles of my soul.
From a point now down below

Sirius burns like a pit of glow,
Picking out in dim perspective

This land of perennial sorrow.

The earth above is gathering its cyclical
Thirst for blood and ritual.

This night, as ever, I'm not indicted,
To make you make up your own guilt
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The lore of hatred has its logistics
As in old Valmiki’s epic:

In the vigilance to attain caste,

Says the majestic Ramayana,

An outcaste boy trespassed
Austerity, for the commence of which
Only the high-born is fit.

The unholy vigilance has caused

A Brahmin to drop decad in Ayodhya.
There is chaos in the cosmos

Which is but a by-product

Of who is who to do what,

My death alone would

Revive the Super-Dead.

The ageless night of ritunals

Begins to mutter with the rat-tat-rat
Of drums that are scurrilous.

The flame that looks like a fingernail
Approaching my slum would soon turn
Into a tantric gateway for arson;

I hear hate-ladden oaths and chants
Weaved on Vedic variants,

In the lead is the avatar

Of justice and righteous valour,
Answering to the hum

Of the fire-word “Ram”,

What does it mean, this Rama?

And, while we are at it, Krishna?

The Hindu brand of Hellaluja

Which goes “Hare Rama, Hare Krishna”
Means, “Hail the Blackman, Hail the Blackman”,
A tribute to two ancient godmen,

Or deliverers long forgotten.

What lives now is a rewrought

Servile god of a myth retold.

Testing the sweep of his scimitar

This Rama makes his torso bare

And with a wide swish in the air

Lops off the head of another Rama.
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But with no blank blood

Would the uterine thirst

Of Isis would be quenched.

Her magical forces of suction,
Perversely called gravitation,
Brings down the astral fluid

From Horus’s testicles

To the crown of Osiris;

Thus the Son receives

The Eye of the Father.

Once the head is severed

The plasma burns and dribbles

To fertilize the Mother,

While my soul is an awkward drop
From the absolute of all scars
Gathering the momentum of silence
To go mute among the stars.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Poems / 271



Riverscape, India

The river has its liquid holiness
Held in the valley, behind

A utilitarian dam

Which allows but its name

To course down the vast river-bed
In a thin stream, squiggling

Like an indecipherable script.

When uttered in the golden age of

Krita Yuga, the name of the river
Released its grace; you were granted
Visions of celestial damsels,

Gods in clash with demons,

Battle elecphants famous for sextuple tusks,
Chariots travelling at the speed of thought,
And Vedic panegyrics chanted
Exclusively within

The circle of the high-borns.

Now the age being that of

The dark Kali Yuga

The pollution of low-born righteousness
Has erroded the name

Of its magical diction; also

There is no uttering of anything any more
Without the stench of

High-born halitosis.

All that the river grants now,

As you utter or not its name,

Is the awakening of the olfactory god,
Assuming there is one;

You know your Yuga

By its stinking reality,

All over the river-bed

Is shit quite contemporary,

And the god of wind-cum-breeze
Goes spreading the dirty news.

An emblem of time that spans
All four Yugas, as much as it’s the mount
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Of Yama, the god of death,
Comes the water-buffalo.

Slow as though in a trance,

To anyone or anything On its path
Not giving a damn, it moves
With a bovine persistence

Like this glorious nation
About which Mr, R K. Narayan
Tells Sir Vidiyadar

This that recalls Karakka:
“India will go on!"

I, for one, wonder, “Where?”

The stream on the river-bed
Gives tribute to muddy pits
Whose fluviatic stagnancy
Takes on a mercurial sheen
And comes alive with

Tiny amphibian nodules.

The creatrix of the Universe

Assigned to transform matter

Into luminous ovules of souls

Is in metaphysical throes

As she delivers frogs

That vocalise in unison

A noise that resembles a religious chant.
To awaken us to this decadence

We have no god of critical-sense,

And cushy as they are

In their hierarchic tiers

Gods seldom discuss dogma;

The cosmos is in need

Of no rational tinkering;

The soul evolves agonizingly until

It reaches absolute intransigence

To everything that is not in the priest’s
Preponderant list of rites.

Miniatures of immobile gravity

The frogs seem evolved to a fine degree
That a sacred imprimature,

The colonials called a ‘caste-mark’,

For their loftily held heads

Would not be unbecoming.
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Into the tender first light of day,

Dreams lingering in its umbra,

They surface like urges repressed
Throughout the past three yugas.

They clamber on to paleolithic perches
In a most unfroglike fashion,

And attend to the lunar phases,

Like memories yielded by the very rocks,
Persisting in their abstract stoniness.

With dim sensibilities,

And cocksure tribal posture,

They eye the world not nominal to them.
The worker's quarters with

A low-caste politician’s name,

And a once-timeless horizon,

Now transformed by the harsh
Profiles of a factory,

With its bristles of complex hacienda,
Make in them but a sequence of blurs,
Upon which evidence they decide,
“These godless blunders

Make up but Kali Yuga!”

Iron ingots not chastened

For machinery, but sensitive,

For the most part, to intrusion,
Their motionless concretion

Has the surprise of a missile-action
Gathered in their hind-legs,

Ready to deliver them back

Into the slimy stagnancy of

An acquatic sub-night.

Until any such emergency,
Restful they would be

Like cushy lines of gods,
Sumptuous bottoms delicate
Upon wet-harsh granite.
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Einstein In Orbit

Even to his rather dimmed vision
The supernova stood apart from
‘The stellar expanse.

Not that what he saw was

What he saw, though he knew

It was something that would have been
Certainly registered by the telescopes
In the neighbouring orbits-

Had it really been out there.

Being trustful of what he
Listened to rather than
What he heard, he lifted
His mane to the moment
And it was gone, leaving
Its resonance to make
Whatever silence there was
to attain meaning.

And it was this meaning

That told him it was a voice,

A unit of voices, rather,
Thousands to the Sixty
Thousandth power,

Converging from the periphery of
The resonance to its core through
Successive domes of silence.

Having locked

His mathematical deliberations

Into the memory-pool,

He tapped the keys of the computer.

For the piano, and the keyboard
Slipped out, almost a spontaneous
Sheet of thin oil.

He aired a Vivaldi without much
Conviction, and then turned

From its melodic luminescence,
As if to surprise himself,

In a sudden shifting of the keys
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To a nebulous turbulance, murky, but
With an undercurrent of

Precious shimmer; only

When his fingers sprang

To the inevitable bombast,

Did he know it was

A bar out of the Ring of

Nibelung.

The swell of vibrant chords

Was a web of sound, meshing

With skeletal corpses,

Thousands to the sixty thousandth power,
And over them the frozen

Postures of military columns

In zeig-heil goose step.

Listening the while

To the silence of his blood,
Where no Kraken of hate
Broke surface, he saw it,

A tear drop shed long ago,
On hearing the test
Explosion at Allergamado.
Now the tear-drop

Detaches itself

From his lachrymal gland,
And floats forth

From his right eye

Like a deep-space probe,
The surface not smooth but
Almost nebular, as if

It was tiny E.T.

Trying to communicate
With body language,

It stood suspended in space,
Facing him, defying gravity.
Even before he fully grasped
The message the being
Hovering before him was
Giving him, shame,

Like sweat, broke over him,
The shame of the First Human
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Couple, and it wiped out
Something, someone,

He had long known as
Intimate and trustworthy,
Now exposed as his own
Disposable identity.

There was a flash as if
The tear drop was itself
A nuclear device,
Blasting out of its
White-hot core

The ashen phantoms

Of all created life.

Desperately his hands
Moved over the keyboard,
Like caterpiller-vehicles

Exploring the radioactive terrain,

There was nothing,
Nothing living,except
Something golden

In the ashen distance.

He pressed forth in all speed

To find it was a manger
Wherein the Child was labouring
Out of the Womb.
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Khrukshetra
Incident on strike-day;

Lord Krishna sings to Arjuna

At the war-front of Khrukshetra,
“Renounce fighting to

Escape the guilt of killing, would you?
But it’s beyond your warrior-
Kshatriya caste to renounce,

Your way, your dharma, is to fight
And kill or be killed.

Another word, take no reward,

Leave that part to my account.”

Lord Krishna the manager
Sang as much of Bhagavad Gita
To the workers at the strike-front,

Only to be struck down by a stone
A warrier-caste striker had thrown.
(To C.8.Chellappa)

A Prophet in the Woods

While in the woods

A prophet was led to conclude
That his profundities didn’t amount
To much.

The dappled sky negated him

Like an unruly audience of

Celestial intelligentia.

Every leaf was a different tongue

And a different eye

Each indispensable to a wholeness.

Not that the leaves had a hidden meaning
To their profound rustle.
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The Bicycle Tyre

Almost skeleton-thin, dusty,

And in a pair of threadbare trousers,
The boy nevertheless owns

A junked bicycle tyre,;

He uses a stick to make it roll.
Equiped to live in an age of equipments,
The day seems to hold for him
Serious affinity with his times.

He does not pause to reflect the fact
That the trye has no vehicular use.
But it does give

Sophistication to his run.

And, as does the spirit of technology,
It gives him a sense

Of ever increasing progress.

As he propels this plaything

With a touch of innocence,

This poor little boy

In a remote Indian street

Is in tow with the world

With its Fords and Suzukies.
Though,

In his hands

This minor marvel

Of a minor technology

Transcends utility.

Lineage

For all his flamboyance,
The fire-god begets
Ashes.

The Great Wind-Tamer

A seven year old
Tames the wind
With a kite.
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Facet

Gazing out at their counterparts
Seated in the room in double rows
The images in the mirror wall

Slowly smile with heavy knitted brows

Points of light sprinkle from silver spoons
Into classy Chinese crockery

As the images in the mirror mix

Reflected milk, sugar, and tea.

Weightly talk, wit, and furtive smut
Exchanged in the room are mere gestures,
Mime, and lip movements in the mirror
Where silence is the abiding culture. -

Watchful of both the room and its double
The mirror with its inner and outer

Janus facets is an open doorway

But for entry a frozen barrier.

The Desert

This vast strech of sand

Golden in all directions

Is a soothing view, but

Burning underfoot

And ever on the move

Is a fistfull of desert

In search of a shade. (To Bala)

Epic
A feather detaching itself
From the wing
Render on the

Pages of the wind
The life of the bird.

The Door

The moth knocks open
The flame
Into the abyss.
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The Flood

The foraging viruses of
Eons and nano-seconds,
That fatten themselves upon
Mind-born creatures,

Efface the icons

Of their theandric features.

Devoid of easy semblances,

The Northern icebergs, each with

A treacherous subsurface volume,
And embodying a subzero Reason,
Are marching down the sea-lanes

As a replacement Pantheon.

While the lighthouses are grinding
To a stop, their mills gone undersea,
Every frozen freshwater giant
Provides to the thirsty, and feels

Its way into worshipful hearts,
Dislodging them of ancient eels.

As its temples and land-hoardings

Go below the rising brine

Every profession of the One True Faith
With the promise of immortality

It sustained for its subscribers

Dies with the gutter-born flea.

The indulgent process wherein
Memory, the coccoon, comes first
Into being, and then to assume
Power by proxy, projects its source,
The referential silk-worm,

Seeking through it self assurance,

With which the projected fiction

Bloats itself and flings itself

Towards the knowable horizon

To have a sapid proof of the sun,
Vanishes at the fire-shock, and recoils
To reappear, curled within the coccoon.
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The Flood demands of us
That all images, carved

By hand or mind,

Or frozen of what would be
A perennial flow

Are unclutched into the sea -

That the one who held on,

And what has been held on to

Turn into the flow without
Beginning or end, and that volition,
Voided of the very act of voiding, be
Taken to high Inebriation.
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The Isle of the Buddha

PART - |

MAN :

By count higher in number,
The consensus of the more
Stands cheek by jowl with
Their race, religion, et cetera;

And the limelight reveals a thug politico

Who perorates, “Our rule! Our law!”

CHORUS :

Under the threat of his wagging finger
We, the lesser in number,

In all areas press forth

And end up with an overreach

Which again is our undoing.

We’ve always looked over the shoulder
For the political disaster

That was to overtake us

Sooner or later.

WOMAN :

A symbol of their Buddha,

Ficus religiosa,

Totemic for us too,

Starts the long drawn war:
Wherever we were

A voting majority

The tree with its environs

Was grabbed with all religiosity.

CHORUS :

And we, to save our electorate
Put into the trunk of our ancient
Symbol of Lord Siva

The axe and twin-handle saw.
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VOICE :

The double-race country’s cultural
Exchange soon gives in

To the trading of mutual

Teasing, based on ignorance
About the other race

Each cultivates with a face
Intellectually shameless

For the art of oratorial

Jingoism and abuse.

MAN :

Soon enough our library

Donated by a North-Western country
Goes up in flames,

Put to the torch by a military

Led by men who’re dyslexic

And blatantly barbaric.

CHORUS :
Bright young boys are traumatized
By perverts who’re militarized.
WOMEN :

The new generation
Takes up the slogan,
“There’s no God;
We're born dead.”

MAN :

In our region

The marauding army was ambushed
By young gun-men;

Thirteen soldiers were killed.

VOICE :

From now on it’s
Gun politics.
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CHORUS :

The book-burning Government’s
Thug-wing with its

Appetite for gore,

Finds in this news

The long-sought-after excuse
For a state-sponsored terror.

MAN:

“Blood for blood!” cry they
And to the guttersnipes  *
Give the day.

Sharing with us the same tongue
The guttersnipes but
Profess a faith of the desert,
Which to them is not

The surrender to Divinity
But edified thuggery,
Protected by

The powers that be.

CHORUS :

They sense serious blood,

And awash their faces

Runs a wave of bared teeth;

Out of lorries and trucks

Their horde of street toughs,

And convicts armed by the law,

And drugged to capacity

Spill like the gush of a blasted sewer
Into the capital city.

WOMAN :

Caught between the guerilla policy
To wipe out the pacifism

Natural to our society,

And the vengeful state-terrorism,
Lay a whole people’s innocent
Blood as a victimized unit.
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VOICE :

Street by street, house by house,
The low and the very high,

All the classes with their divisions
Swept off by the force of unrecason
Are aimed with an uncanny precision
That belies a backward nation.

It’s the nine-day rule of
Blood-lust, looting,

Rape, and arson, as the police
Stood about exercising

Their sphincter-muscles.

CHORUS :

We abandon

All our means,
Home, possession,
Service, business,
And our nation.

VOICE :

Soon the country’s economic stride
Is pushed back by a decade.

WOI”A N

The news comes live on the Telstar heam,
And in the blood of those that would listen
Pulses across the ocean a scream.

VOICE :

It is the voice of an ancient people
Committed by faith, things traditional,
Linguistic codes, and saintly rationale
To the law of the wheel,

The wheel of retribution;

The way you are ncew is what

You did in a past incarnation,

The rationale was lost
In the urban hubub
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Of quickened sensation.
Faith, quite peripheral,
Had become and embarrasment.

WOMAN :

All those inner codes,
Once held dear to our heart,
Are now gobble-dy gooks.

VOICE :

Devoid of inner significance,
Traditions stiffen into social
Barriers, across which faces
Leer like the snouts of animals,
And assume it’s quite political.

CHORUS :

Brothers in race,

Our relationship with them
Has its trace in names;
Gemunu for them

Gramani for us;

The name Nayaka

Runs in both races;

Study the skulls

Beneath both faces.

MAN :

But their myopic professors
Of history and lore

Don’t even have the faintest idea
That they with their kings
Were converted to Buddhism
From our very faith.

Their myopia goes

With cowardice

In their fantastic

Inability to see

That the tale of

Odysseus and Circe
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Was plagiarised by a monk
And spun as that of

Vijaya and Kuveni;

With this one invention:
The racial purity

Of the ruling majority!

CHORUS :

Brothers in faith,

To them the wheel is

The Buddha’s Dharma,

Just as it is to us

The wheel of the Cyclic Karma.
Common to both it goes
Wobbling and berserk,
Raising the frontal dust screen
Of political cunning

As a blind for

Retromingent gunning.

VOICE :

The daily reportage,

At first charged with passion,
Gets older by the day;

The molten feelings freeze,
But to shatter again and again
With the latest news.

In what was once an idyllic courtyard
A child lies dying,

Dazed beyond pain, blood
Bubbling out of its gut.

It is the pulse

Of a river

Innundating yearly its delta.

An ancient settlement there,

At the threshold of history,
Builds a string of citfes

When the Pyramids are yet to be.

The people of Sindhu Valley,
Taking their metaphysical
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Hint from the cyclical
Draught and fertility,

Work at the conceptual
Spokes and hub of the Wheel.

When the shooting began
The Child had been playing
With the tiny wheel

Of a toy-engine.

Now the plaything

Is being innundated

By a tiny flow of blood.

PART -lI
CHORUS II :

Our monks are never in doubt

That this Island was picked out

By no less a historic personage

Than Buddha for meritorious carnage.

VOICE :

The Dharma is a wheel
Describing a circle

Like a snake biting his own tail
To redeem his being

From its slithering squiggle.

MAN II :

We have come a long way

From the classical struggle
Between good and evil.

Pedants of the West are

Now well beyond

Either, Or, with their

God declared dead,

And the Divine Corpse

Handed over to the philanderer
Holding the office of undertaker.
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WOMAN II :

We also have our claim
To scurrilous history,
Like Christendom,
Hindustan, and Islam.
The seet of the Waldenesians,
Who lived like Jesus

A life without defences,
Were put to the sword
By pope Innocent III.
Think of an innocent
Doing that!

MAN II :

Pushyamitra’s Brahmins blessed
The rows of stakes that

Impaled Buddhist monks.

But the Mongol brought with Islam
Something more sophisticated
Than swords and stakes -

His brotherly spit.

Whenever he met a high-born casteist
On the Indian street,

The invader made him open

His mouth under a death-threat,
And used it as a spittoon,

These and such have a cyclic

Way of recurring and we like it.
History is but tit for tat.

CHORUS II :

There is brotherhood among all faiths
At least in their laying to waste

The spring at its compassionate source.
We are no exceptions, certainly not
Holier than thou, no, dear sirs!

Our’s is as cruel and human

As that of your nation.
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VOICE :

Here they hold holy a pock-marked moon
Across which passes a procession

Of the prehistoric saurians

Mammoth, swift, and terrible,

For the most part cannibal.

From a far off time when man

Was not yet for six million

Years, the procession goes on

In a hyper continuum

Across luna’s cerebellum.

CHORUS II':

Yet the wind howls with egalitarian upstarts,
Grasshopper races register protests,

Swaying with every vegetable blade,
Though they’re clever with books and trade.
But then history as we have it

Has its trumped up part.

Our vengeful monks keep us taught

To remember the Hindu torture

And the stakes of Pushyamitra.

MAN II :

And is not non-Violence

The big mistake and weakness

[n the Lord’s teaching?

Which makes it all the more reasonable
That we pledge to protect it

With the armed forces.

History rectifies the flaw

In the canonical law

When we into the prismatic

Heart of the Lord’s Dhammapada
Thrust a phalanx of bayonets-

It doesn’t matter if Tripitaka

Has a hole, it’s after all

A triple basket that somehow bleeds.
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CHORUS II :

Maybe that explains the growl

Of every tree, bush and grass blade;
The mute vegetation is a-prowl,
Breaking into sudden fusillade,
Stabbing out into our armoured line,
Killing truckloads of our men.

MAN IT :

We scream vengeance,

As would any religious folk,

And call for more armoured cars
Out of Buddha’s begging bowl,

A crucible that springs

In our uptight age,

Not the waters of life or faith,

But the grin of mechanizied death.

WOMAN II :

A death we bring to those who
Envision it riding a buffalo,
Asleep as it moves, leaving,

As is our preference,

No messy wake of legal inquest.

CHORUS II :

A whole people

Comprise our target,
Cheerfully encoded

‘The Area of Smiles,’
Crawling with men, women
And children born and unborn.

VOICE :

Delivered as if by

The womb of a mountain,
The collossal monolithic
Gotama’s vast visage too
Is an area of smile.

CHORUS II :
But in the sudden night
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Of iron we impose
All smiles are not equal.

MAN II :

We pick up the crackle

Of the commander’s voice
In monkish code, “Milinda!”
Meaning, simply, “Attack!”

VOICE :

But king Milinda was led
By Nagasena’s subtle reasoning
From matter to void.

MAN II :

Our plane pucara from the air
Picks out a cross on a spire.

VOICE :

A heap of civilian faces

That pose the single

Acute question “Why?”

Within the refuge of Church walls
Get the answer in a ball

Of fire that says, “Die!”

There is no report

Of what pulsed in full force
Inside a pregnant woman

Mowed down by an AK-47.

It was not the conditioned
Somnolence of a religion,
But a nameless foetus
Crouching as if bound

Yet free in its suspension,
Most of all redeemed

From criminal justifications.
It had a granite look laced
With a tiny smile that said
“Greetings from the Infinite!”
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The Solitaire

The couple recruit each other

For their anti - wedding. Urbanized,
Their anonymity to each other

Goes no-problem with the independence
Each has economically.

But the bed is soon a terrain of ice.
Familiarity, with its human sweep
Magically erects ancient cities
Along the horizon of their bed
Babylon, Athens, Dakshasheela.

As primitive Athena looks down
The couple’s clasp of hands
Writhes in the golden bondage
Of an unexpected ribbon.

Abandonment, locked paradoxically
In the repetitive act

Which, in the violet distance,

Is its own prenatal Timelessness.

Upon their sun-fingers

The couple each wears a ring
With a lone diamond. :
In its depths are flash-points
Immensely far away

And in sustained abandon.
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Cobra - Hymn

The sun-god in his elliptical wisdom
Pulls his chariot into a too-real cusp

Too near, knowing the earth’s thirst

For fire, damned to creap in dust

And confused by quadruped foot-falls,
The serpent reacts, the sun now

A great fiery grain a top its raised hood.

From this upright archetype

The First One who is firm on all fours
Takes the first great intellectual leap
Of rising into bipedal vulnerability
And stands on his hind-legs

An equal to the great sun-snake.

The nightly wake of the celestial creaper
Is full of stars, contained in a limitless shade.

The First One reached out towards nothing.
And finds the Fifth lifeless finger
Removing itself from the earthy Four,
Like the sun-snake, rising,

Opposing, dominant and unlike

The others, giving perfect grip

Around throats and clubs,

Rendering a circle around

The goodness of breasts and cups.

The First One relaxes, the harvest over
The fields turn to their barren phase
There is a great Serpent over the land
Atop his hood a relentless grain of fire.
Trampled by a workman

A single stalk poor in yield

Escapes the First One’s

One-hundred-and -eight - scythes
Trembling, it raises a lone grain to the sun
Like the tiny hood of a Cobra.
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Blood Stream

The procession of the printed word
Freezes. The news bulletin
Mirrors the reader

Within whose face

Is the sudden screaming

Of a thousand skulls.

It is the voice of an ancient race
And its bloodstream pulses

In the world’s conscience.

The child gunned down in our courtyard
Has in its dying pluse

The river of an age

Which was the threshold of ages
The pyramids were still unborn
When from the ageless Himalayas
A seven pronged source - culture
Flowed down to this lay

To be riddled under the bullets
Of a savage caveman in uniform.
Stuck in the bloodied mud

Of the human Indus

Lies the compassionate Buddha's
Wheel of Dharma.
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Bone - Flower

Shells to withdraw into
From the abiders of the law
Of tooth and claw

The osteal substance recedes
Down through the ages

And their tenuous pressures
Towards the interiors.

Evolution’s tenacious paradox
Spares no bio to fashion

A key with chance selection for
The light within the mansion.

Since in and out is the pulse
The slow biological

Terms of the body-cosmos
Explodes at a relative crawl,

Shooting out its basic shards
To each tip of the fingers
Alternating soft with hard
Where the shell as claw lingers.

Beside rendering to itches

The necessary scratches

Nails on hands and toes
Flashing towards the foe’s
Eyes and genital zones

May one day, who knows,
Implode its way back

Cutting through the fleshy sack
And go vestigial

To lice the old tail.

But by becoming bats

And the deep-sea habitat’s
Scuttling slimy monsters

Of the unconscious'

The nails’ll maintain themselves
As qur nightmare substance.
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Ealam

The news bulletin used to be a televised distance
Untill across this very threshold

Leapt in a horde of beings on hind legs

Only biologically human

But mouths primitive caverns.

Their paws wicld modern variations

Of the prehistoric spiked mace,

The ritual of their faith is to others terror.
Smashing our baby on the wall

The whole horde come for its terrified mother.

The law released from the apex

Of a biased constitution calls for order

And erects around the things a phalanx

That they may in peace, rape and murder.

The pane of light we thought was a window

Is slashed by an exploding flame

And across the ocean leaps a horrendous scream
It was heard for nine days at a high pitch

In all the continents but no one came.

|

Shaking hands at air-port terminals

The quick cool surgeons of world affairs

Add a word since they are very formal,

“The people are Lankan the killers are Lankan

Ah, it is an affair strictly internal.

Another tiny government has become the Kraken.”

To none of those quick cool surgeons

Was the morning paper a mirror.

But to me my reflected face

Was a whole people in abject terror.

I look for the golden archetypal shower
Carrying the righteous seed of old Zeus;
Perscus is here, the liberating factor,

Praised by all freemen and embodied in the U.S.

Swooping upon the Tamil man
U.S. starts by soldering
The weak links in his chain -

298 / Pramil

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Freedom is the U.S. global mission.

With the present ideological precision
Perseus earns the friendly nice grin

And some promise from the Lankan Kraken.

I

You and I, not born of a golden rain

But small men, category : introvert

Baffled that even Buddhism was in vain
Have turned to doubt every peaceful thought.
Today the adlescents are freedom fighters
Haunted not by dream-world serpents
Slithering through golden ringlets

But by a Promethean ardour

That has made them night-eyed panthers
Just weaned of innocence

But faces grim

Each dead boy is sanctified

Simply by a name

Let the body die that the flame may endure
And make the world see this striving is pure.

v

The accident of being from a Tamil

Has no genetic source in a golden rain

And our children’s urge for life has been
Warped by a cruel government’s design.
Their innocence reeled under the tales

Not of a god fighting with any demon

But of what ‘Buddhists’ did to Tamil females
Is it strange if a few boys became gunmen?
They are justified that for their sake

A whole race has been placed in the Death Row
Our crime is that we have a right to live
Certainly not as the despised and the low;

To live is to be a precious being and more.

A right we earned by work and human values.
But now every thought of peace has led us
Child and mother within the Kraken’s jaw.
With a reflex from some of our fighters

The Beast eats the whole innocent race raw.
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Four Indian Children

This one shouts

Its guts out

In a persistent chant
To make the lotus
Yield a goddess.

This one is already

In the muddy pond

Whose poisonous Vapour is
A serpent that kills it.

This one waiting
For a serpent’s eggs
To hatch gold coins
Doesn’t stir.

This one doesn’t exist at all
Except as the mud which is
Everybody’s mirror.

None of these has ever been
Abandoned to laughter

But if you insist

Here are their morbid smiles
In a fistful of ash

Waiting for the final phase
Of death-rites.
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E=MC?

The sun, a blind orb,
Groping in dry space
With sticks of rays
Goes on and on.
“Destination?”
Asked the pupils.

93 million miles off

And out of a Himalayan bump
On an earth-drop

Lord Siva gave voice

“Here!”

Touching his chest, gone bony,
For,

The priest had been stealing
Food offered to the Lord.

“Dummy !” Laughed the pupils.

His fingertips guided by a child
Einstein’s piano levitates

And is all space,

Upon the table is

The cryptic river of Mathematics.
Upon the sandy banks of thought
Totters a tree, the old universe.

The waters swell;

Space and Time commingle
Into a shadow-river.

Now it is a Universe all new.
In the apparent reality

That comes of the sluggish
Speed of light

The steller orbs that blew off
In a yester-age centuries gone
Still are.

Space igtime.

What was

Is

What is

Will be.
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This massive current,

This new Universe, not held
Within the banks of the present,
Goes on in a different dimension.

The search that was
Space among stars
Folds up

The atom is
Universe folded up
And every particle is
Vibrant energy
Mass.

Into

The velocity of light squared.
A theory demonstrated

In a desert in Mexico.

1945.

Hiroshima, Nagasaki.

Matter is energy.

Eyeless

Copies of the Sun.
Momentary shadows
Leaping to the horizon

With triumphant chuckless.
The chuckling skulls

In the garland of the famished
And expiring Lord Siva.

Musical space withdrawn

The piano is matter.

Its galactic keyboard lies desolate.
Somewhere in the world,

In its crude night,

A child is crying,

And the sun

Reflects on Einstein’s tears:

The instant of vision.
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Virgin
When the stalks were ripe and ready
A hundred and eight shadows
Came swinging their scythes
Into the field .
Soon it was all over.
But a single stalk has escaped the cutters
Bent under foot by a shadow.

[n the empty field

The lone stalk uncoils itself shy'ly
And comes erect. There is

A single grain in its crest amidst
The shadow perspectives

Of mud-bank threads.

Even this shadow shall creep away
For the dawn is imminent.

The spirit coming to maturity
Your shyness also shall shed itself.
And your husk would burst apart
To reveal the glow of a face -

An explosion

Framed in a cascade of hair.

The Self-Kill

A speck of sand

In the eye

Turns

Into a spring

Of unknown light.

The desert is

Now a stream.

This instant
Wakefulness takes

Root in the heart, Sprouts
And death is in fruition.
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Three Voices

The Cow sayes “get”

In a most uncowly way
And turn to munch the hay.
“Get what?” The man said
From his sick bed.

A sharp little voice says
“Well Well Well”

From the window sill.
“Did I hear a school bell?”
The man speaks now
From a bottomless well.
Then walks into the room
A chubby little girl
Dressed in a sun beam
“Klishnaji” shays she

Or rather shings

“Pleesh geth welll”

The light catches

A flutter of liquid wings.

Paradox

The waves whisper

To the deaf sand line.

The eye travels with the wind
Only to be blinded by

The wind - borne dust.
Within the eye of fire

The ash is a closed eyelid.

Words

When he spoke

His words made

A mess of what he wanted to say
Her word is a squiggle

Made by her big toe

In the sand.

There is no abortion of meaning
In her glance.
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The Wandering Cows of Madras

To the wandering cows of madras there’s no hope
That the irrefutable spread of concrete and macadam

Will serve as the soil for edible outcrop.

The posters on the street-walls, nevertheless,

Smell remotely of pine-wood and the bamboo-jungles

Their gristly vegetation given through
Massive machine jaws the size of houses
To be pulped in chemical salve and goo
To be stretched upon vast tongues of metal

To be roasted into a consistancy though pliable

Is unlike spring leaves more durable
And rendered in coherent flatness

Turned up as the best yield in edible surfaces.

The incipient descent on the silver screen

Of celluloid avatars, their fists, feet and pelvis

On primitive connotations of body language

With the parallel prancing of partner-goddesses

Their painted meat in unearthly frippery,
Political grinners with palms glued

On worship of their totem of the voting beast

And religious entreprencurs
With beards, blessings and forhead-paste.

All have their gaudy harbingers on the wall

Go ‘slurp-a lick’ into the cow, colour and all

Her file-textured tongue
Tearing at the rootless thing.

" Having played the unswerving critic’s role
With a Rishi’s philosophic disdain
The cow turns to scavanging plantain peels
Near a muslim’s sherbet stall
Then a glancing lick or two in a waste-bin.

After the general swallowing
The particular cud-chewing
At an appointed wayside

Or with the reverberation of traffic all around

On an isle of signals at a junction.
The quest for the site takes the cow
On a lofty joy-walk.

Her unhurrying instinct

¥
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Ticks to the precision

Of the ambulant moment

Not matched by the biped whose
Preoccupation is

With a possible accident.

“1g there no law in this land of shit?”
Honks the enwheeled neophyte

His gear system still untrained

To the anamoly of the urban cow

Her gait monumental and guiltless
Enforcing a break on his virgin speed.

The state-capitals police know

That to keep the cows off the road
There is somewhere a law

Nearly half a millennium of dominance
By two beef-eating conquerer races

Has had to the locally holy its insolance
Met with sanctimonious indifference -

The only durable barrier Village India has known

Against the course of History, even if its call
Be that of a prophet’s compassion.

The young mislead by intellectual harrihood
Might as well lees at the sleek lines

Of Democracy and road signs.

The destroyer-god, the skull bearing forage
Thriving on every new sprout

That reviews insipite of his temporal rout.
Shall never have as his after image

History, the most advertised thing of the age
With its fatalistic automations

And irreversible nonsense

What is ageless by divine sanction

Is the profitability of Tradition,

Maybe with a few corners cut

To fix it into the days intellectual niche,
And certainly with the blessings of the priests
Those that would survive are

Not the co-ordinater of survival

But justifications for every Chimera.

Each tribe with its own insignia
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Clamouring for a uniform guarantee
That it must find survival a perpetuity
Has happily done away with profundity
Giving into affairs so complex

That they make a maze of cul-de-sacs.

Thus the cow, not the docile beast
Not the sub-intelligence, not the pet
Not the milk-yielder, nor meat

But symbol serving through

No compassion of the Hindoo

But by his indifference

Even to the street nuisance she is.
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Sight

The prism recreates

On the wall of my child’s room
The dew’s retina - He rejoices
The room now is his eye
Gazing at the rearest star.

o+

We were looking
For the rains
When she
Surprised me
With this one:
The sky is
Limitless.

The Sounds

In the hushed dullness
The jungle outback rattles
With gunfire. No child's sleep
Is ruffled,

But No child’s sleep
Would have been ruffled
In the last decade
By the overhead jets,
For the child
The magnitude of their boom
Makes the explosions
Of bullet-propulsions
Much too tiny. But our hearing
Stretches beyond its
Reception range for the tiniest
Of clicking sounds. The snap
Of a twig in the darkness.
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Epic Face

Mudward words turned into cereals;
Upon the grasslands, words burst into blossoms;
Dried up words took to the streets

The floors of mansions huts yielded;
Words infant prattled heartwards;

Then there are the cheap ones

Multiple like dust;

A whirlwind hoists this banner of words;
That throw sand into the eyes

And bores in the ears

With the low limitless and anxious.

Unruffled reached not by whirling winds
Throwing no dust into eyes and boring no ears -
A remote word become weightless
Renouncing its voice for compassion
And turning into a grain of cereal

Takes hold in the heart.

Revolved into raindrops

Upon the sands of mental prattle
Showered upwards.

Join leaves with the sky

And attained sight in fruition

1t is the sun-rise at mid-heaven.
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