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GWeerakoon

B.A.(Ceylon) 20, Gunasekara Gardens,

Commissioner of Labour (Retired) Nawala,

Adviser (Labour Law/Relations) Rajagiriya.

Telephone:- 2862321 27/03.2009
APPRECIATION

The Late S.Sivapaskaran

Former Deputy Commissioner of Labour (Technical) and
Chief - Factory Inspecting Engineer

Siva who was the Head of the Factories Division of the Labour
Department expired last week, after a brief illness. Siva served
the Labour Department for nearly Thirty years and functioned
as the Chief engineer, Safety and Health Division, for a period
of over 10 years. He was a conscientious public servant who
fulfilled his duties with distinction. He was a fine team man.

Siva was honest, upright and an officer of the highest integrity.
He bore no ill will or malice towards anyone. He was in the true
sense of the term a righteous person. (Dharmista Puggalo)

Even after retirement from state service his professional services
were available both to the Employers and trade unions and their
members and he imparted the finer points of safety and health
at the work place, to all concerned. His forte was his proficiency
in all 3 languages. May Siva attain Moksha!

OM Shanti! Shanti!! Shanti!!!

G.Weerakoon

Former Commissioner of Labour
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My Patta & Ammamma

Over the last eighteen years, my Patta has been looking out
for me. Every year, without fail’ he’d send a birthday card and
call me on the day itself. It was one of the certainties of this
world. Every time someone we knew o to Sri Lanka he’d make
sure that their bag was jammed with the milk toffee and coffee
cake. When you spoke to him, he was always calm. Always
willing to help and always motivated to learn. He never stagnated
and never stopped evolving. Whether it is as a father, as a
grandparent, as a friend or as a human being, he was always the
one you could trust unconditionally. How do you describe just a
person in few words It defies logic. Such a person cannot be
“summed up”. We may only attempt to describe his greatness,
produce a tome worthy of Martin Luther King and fail to do him
justice.

Ammamma was one of the most devoted individuals that |
know. Not only did she devote herself to Patta her entire life,
she also devoted herself'to her children and her grandchildren in
order to allow us the best of everything she could offer. She
spent the best part of eleven years raising my cousins, making
sure that they were loved and cared for. This is shown by how
they are growing up to be well disciplined young members of
society and have values that she helped instil in them for the rest
of their lives.

By: Vaithegan Rajakuladevan
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Our Patta & Ammamma

Patta & Ammamma were the two most loving grandparents
a child could ever dream of having. They both were quiet and
sweet natured people. who were no doubt appreciated by everyone.
They always took a great deal of interest in us grandchildren
and showed the kind of love which we all knew was everlasting.
On trips to Sri Lanka, Patta took us touring variously designed
temples to the exciting elephant rides. to ensure we had the full
cultural experience. Ammamma however, would take us to Sari
shops sharing her amazing taste in fashion and 1 can honestly
say that all the material she sent me was absolutely divine! But
neither of them would settle until they were certain we were
happy. Nevertheless most of all we will miss all their cards they
would send each year without fail. Even more so their birthday
' phone calls, which were never a doubt one of the first | always
received. But now | know they are in safe hands.

Now Knowing you both can be in a place free of illness and
pain and just simply live the humble same life together, always
settles my grief. We will without end love you and will always
miss you. However, most of all we will forever respect your
achievements and for simply being the kind gentle people which
anyone could rely on.

By: Shamethera Rajakuladevan
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Paskaran - A man born to serve

When I met Sivapaskaran for the first time in 1960/61 as a
promising young man who was going to get married to my sister
Sumithra, his name Paskaran struck me as some what unusual
and unique. Though [ often wondered as to what this word
Paskaran ment it remained a mystery to me for a very long
time.

Paskaran was born in Malaysia where his father was
serving as a government servant during the Japanese
occupation.His father died on board ship when the family was
returning to Sri Lanka He had comforted his weeping mother
with the promise that he would look after her and his sister and
young brothers. The love and affection they bore him right
through life was proof that he had fulfilled his promise in ample
measure. His word — always softly spoken — was sufficient to
settle all issues. I have never secen him speaking harshly to any
body. Help ever, hurt never was the motto of his life. Truly
Paskaran was an embodiment of the saying ~ a soft answer
turneth away wrath”

He was a religious man in the true sense of that word. His
idea of religion was a harmonious blend of devotion, discipline,
and dedicated service. Born in the shadow of the Nallur
Kandasamy Kovil and living check by jowl with the Tirunelvel;
Sivan Temple, unfortunately I had very little to do with temples.
But Paskaran was different. He was a devout practicing Hindu,
who served his fellow beings in the true Hindu spirit. Having
seen the deep faith that Paskaran had in the Tirunelveli Sivan
Temple and his profound devotion to the much respected and
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saintly priest at that temple, now sitting alone in the silent
watches of the night, 1 do truly imagine the saintly priest of the
Tirunelveli Sivan Temple welcoming Paskaran over the great
divide into the heavenly abode. Paskaran was an epitome of
patience. There have been so many occasions when I have
asked him why he did not react angrily when someone tested
his patience to the point of exasperation. Always his answer
was a benign smile.

Both their daughters living abroad, Paskaran nursed
Sumithra through a long debilitating illness, despite his own agony
of painfully troubled knees. There was no superficial hugs but
their marriage was an embodiment of what a Hindu marriage
truly means.

Paskaran was proud of being the president of his school
Old Boys Association and was very happy about the scholarships
the association had made available to deserving handicapped
students. When | argued that the association would have done
better to build a laboratory or a workshop- he just smiled! The
large and varied attendance at his funeral showed me that while
some may leave their legacy in brick and mortar, others leave
these in the hearts of their countrymen.

Does the word Paskaran mean a person who renders
selfless service? If I were to carve an epitaph for his tombstone,
I would say, *“ He was born — To Serve *.

May Paskaran and Sumithra attain Moksha.
Ambalavanar Ratnam
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